
IIVCRS/^

^/mainihv^

^lOS-ANGHto*

"fy«BAINIHVfc

I OJfl

^»0

wawv

\ntUNIVtKJ

&
L2

<§

s
u-

NIVtKV^.

o

WVSOl^

^AUVANWUju

"%3ain(hwv ^ojitvdjo^

NIVER%. ^lOS-ANCHfjj*

WV-SOl^ %UAINfl-3W^

^OFCALIFOfy^ ^OFCAUFOfy

pe IV / ->^^ O
-fttf-UNIVfRX/A

^AMvaan-^

*7\

^lUBHAKIt//:

§ 1 i<-

\^\m-iSP

^awuniyckv^. sjclUbANbtLtJ^«

^ ^AllFOM^ ^EUNIVEW^.

^Aavaan-# ^onvsoi^ ^imtmfiy

so

^tUBKAKTtyr. O^vUDnAnr

sm^ ^oainih«? %wtcho^ ^ jiivdjo

MtU UNIVtKVA.
vr:

* \c



m -i'—<-•

fn>

<& «

AJJx

ftp

5/Op-*f

>sn

r^Jl











HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPTS COMMISSION.

CALENDAR
T)K THE

MANUSCRIPTS
OF THE

MARQUIS OF BATH
PRESERVED AT

LONGLEAT, WILTSHIRE.
VOL. III.

(PRIOR PAPERS.)

^re^cntcD to parliament bg Command of ?i?t$ i&ajestg.

HEREFORD

:

PRINTED FOR BIS MAJESTY'S STATIONERY OFFICE BY
ANTHONY BROTHEEfi LIMITED, MAYLORD STREET.

And to be puichased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from

W V.MAN & SONS, Ltd., Fleet Street, E.G.: and

32 Abingdon Street, Westminster, S.W. ; or

OLIVER AND BOYD, TWEEDDALK COITRT, EDINBURGH ; Or

E. PONSONBY, 116 Grafton street, Dublin.

1908.

[Cd. 3849] Price 2s. 5tf.

EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE, East Uatjjko Street





DM5

I

CONTENTS.

PACE

Introduction - - v -

Report - -
- *•

Tndex --------- 549

212745



The work of selecting and transcribing the letters

and papers in this volume, on behalf of the Historical

Manuscripts Commissioners, was begun by the late

Mr. .1. .1. Cartwright, M.A., and completed by Mr. A.

Maxwell-Lyte, B.A. The volume lias been edited and
passed through the press by Mr. J. M. Rigg, B.A., the

Lades having beeE compiled by Mr. R. 11. Brodie.



INTRODUCTION

Hitherto the world has known little of Matthew Prior save

as a man of letters ; for as to the serious business of his

life it was vain to seek for enlightenment in the misty account

of his negotiations compiled by his executor Adrian Drift

(2nd ed. 1740). This lack the present volume in some measure

supplies; for, though it contains no state paper relating to

the Treaty of Utrecht, it illustrates every phase of the earlier

period in which, as successively Secretary to the Embassy

and Minister ad interim pt The Hague. lttiW 7, Secretary to

the Embassy at the Congress of Ryswiok, 1697, and, finally,

Secretary to the Embassy and Minister ad interim at Paris,

1698-99, Prior served his apprenticeship in the mystery of

diplomacy. It contains, moreover, a " Journal of the Pro-

ceedings at Ryswick, 1697," drawn up under his personal

supervision, which, with the subjoined Memoirs and the

relevant correspondence, furnishes material for a clear and

consecutive narrative of the entire negotiation from the first

overtures of the French to the ratification of the treaty.

How far, then, it may be asked, do these papers elucidate

the inner history of the treaty, and in particular how far do

they serve to explain the immense concessions made by the

French? In 1695 France had lost in Marshal Luxembourg

her ablest general, and had good reason to be dismayed by

the fall of Namur, but her position was still by no means

desperate. It would have required more sieges, no little

time, and much hard fighting to compel her to evacuate the

Netherlands. Her financial straits were extreme, but those

of the Allies were probably not less so, and the separate peace

with Savoy (1696) enabled her to effect a considerable

economy, and concentrate her forces where they could operate

with most effect, on the Rhine and the Spanish seaboard.

Her overtures for peace on the basis of the treaties of West-

phalia and Nymegen therefore took the world by surprise, the

more so as notwithstanding Callieres' " beau mot, that we

must make a peace on all sides, for we cannot make a war,"

lack of funds did not prevent the raising of recruits (p. 90,

infra). Prior, however, was at first sanguine as to the resuU

of the negotiation. "The success of the whole affair, he

wrote, Nov. 2, N.S., 1696, "will depend upon the resolutions

of our Parliament, France will certainly give more or less

in the treatv as the people of England will proportionally

give towards carrying on the war in case those offers mis-

carry ; and however great our poverty is, we must hide it,
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ii possible, from tin enemy" (p. 93, infra).* Neverthe-

less i,, was bood discouraged by the slow progress made

irds the adjustmenl o\ preliminaries, which indeed was

ted until Jan. 1697. Their substance was the retro-

ii oi Strassburg, Luxemburg and Dmant in the state in

which they were taken, oi Mona and Charleroi as they were

at the date ol the preUminaries, and of Lorraine as it was at

the data <>l the Treaty ofNymegen, and the annulment of all

i. in,:- .iiiif rations effected by chicane) made since

that treaty (p. L01, infra).

Notwithstanding the settlement of the preliminaries, there

was .-till a greal deal of discussion (the Imperialists being

disposed to haggle over everything, and the French to await

the reduction oi Barcelona) before the Congress could

Ryswick (May), or the real work of negotiation

i; and by thai time King William entertained such

doubts of the good faith of the French that in default

surances on thai head he was prepared to with-

draw from the Congress. " Eis .Majesty." wrote Prior, July
_'l 31, "with the greatest wisdom and calmness has let the

French plainly understand that he will have peace or war,

and does nol think ii expedient to protract a negotiation here

which can be no way advantageous to his affairs or those

oi the Allies in general ; and 1 believe this declaration will

do more towards the procuring a speedy peace than all the

factums and musty papers which can be given in to and
transmitted by the Mediator here" (p. 142, infra).

This prognostic proved to be accurate: the subsequent
course ol the negotiations was comparatively smooth, and

• Kom< interesting matter relating to the financial crisis of I < » - * < ; will in

t
-

• * j 1 1 < 1 on pp. 70-82, infra. Prior, whose paj .it thai time was only If. per
<l..\ with an allowance tor r« sonable extraordinaries " fell the pinch sorely,

Mi- piteousl] to Charles Montagu :
—" My tallies 1 cannot pell under

tlii it > peri I. i -uii will not Bend me one Earthing'; the chain and
• me i- at pawn ;

I nave bu1 two pistoles in the bouse
world, and I have every morning a levit (God be

thanked l"i the respite ol Sunday i >>i postmen, stationers, tailors, cooks and
i not been paid since last December" (|>. 86, infra).

I" wrote to Richard Powys, <•! the Treasurj i 'Tallies ;it 45
man i I, especiall] it he has but 20*. per day, bul 1 1 1

*

I hope, will sell better, and the allowance be augmented in some time."
Some miracle maj possibly mollify the hearts <>f the Treasury

thai we mi j .
• t .. little ready money for these bills and tin- ordinary appoint-

Who knows I We should «l<. well, I think, to trj it, though 1 am
Mi Montague anything when I tear t<> put him upon the liard-
me "

(p.

hi' Ji Powys driih replied : " It must !" a miracle indeed, as you say,
give V'ii read] money, i"i I can assure you our condition is

' thai there is nol sixpence • •! disposable money, ..II thai is in
•

. either appropriated for !)"• war or repayment of loans
"

hiu.ll> augmented, in a manner characteristic of
bllshmenl by liis appointment to the • >ni<<- of Chief

''
l ord which he held as a sinecure, the duties being

bordinafc (pp. 117, li'u. 126-129). This unsatisfactory
nt. which naturally l< d t<> a dispute as to tin- <li- ision of the emolu-

xrould have terminated by dismissing Prioi, but his
i < our! proved strong enough to secure his retention of the place

L4I • ,186,211 -U, 2S3, 300, 310, 307, 375-8).
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on Sept. 2(), N.S., 1697, the treaty was signed with no other

concession to France than the renunciation (nol without com-
pensation) of the claim to Strassburg.

There is nothing in the impels to explain so almost total a

surrender of the fruits of bo many years of fight in^r and chicane,

unless we may accepl Prior's statement t haU -Madame de

Maintenon was the real peacemaker. " Madam Maintenon,"
he writes from Fan's. April 10, N S., L698, " is our friend and
will keep the Peace, if possible, as she modi it, n<>l out of any
kindness she has to us, but from a notion thai the King's

engaging in business impairs his health. "Tis incredible the

power that woman has; everything goes through her hands,

and Diana made much a less figure at Ephesus. Her niece

had t'other day in money and jewels with the Duke de
Xoailles" son a better fortune than a daughter of France had
formerly : and the aunt received the visits of the Court upon
it in bed, it being concerted that (lie Duchess of Burgundy
should have a chair set her and refuse to sit. excusing herself

upon the shortness of her visit, and that, the Duchess not
sitting, the other ladies and princesses could not pretend to it"

(pp. 204-;"), infra). Again, April 24, N.S., 1698, he writes:

—

"The King particularly has no mind to enter into a new
war, and Madame Maintenon (our good friend) increases

that pacific humour in him by telling him that all business

is destructive to his health. He is so attentive to this doctrine

that he has said, if the King of Spain dies, he leaves the

succession to be determined by the Council, whose deter-

mination he will not oppose by wray of anus, except they

give it to the Emperors second son. In the meantime Madam
Maintenon governs him as absolutely as Boxalana did Solyman.
He lives at Marly like an Eastern Monarch making water-

works and planting melons, and leaves his bashas to ruin

the land, provided they are constant in bringing in their

tribute "
[p. 208, infra).

These letters from Paris are in a literary sense the cream
of the collection, for with little else to do than to record his

impressions and report the gossip and scandal of the hour,

Prior could hardly fail to be entertaining ; and he is never
more entertaining than when he writes in French. How
excellent is his characterisation of Louis XIV. in his letter

to Albemarle of March J, N.S., 1698 :—
" Le Roy a beaucoup de sante pour un homme de soixante

ans et plus de vanite qu'une fille de seize. On n'a <|ii'a voir

sa maison pour en mepriscr souverainement le maitre ; bas-

relief, fresco, tableaux, tous represente Louis le Grand, et

cela d'unc maniere si grossiere que le Czar y trouveroit a
redire. II ne scauroit cracher dans aucun coin de ses apparte-

ments sans voir sa propre figure ou celle de son lieutenant

le Solcil, et sans se trouver Heros et Deinidieu en peinture
"

(p. 195, infra).
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Nor does Prior fail to record in sufficiently caustic terms

pinion oi the King's ministers, puppets like their master

,,, the hand of the Maintenon :

—
" Pontchartrain est univer-

Bellemenl decrie comme qui I'entend les finances le moins et

qui ruinera le plustot. Torsi o'a point de genie: tout son

merite eel d'etre ne" Colbert, et d'avoir epouse la fille de

Pomponne. Ce dernier a la reputation d'honnete homrae, et

H esl reconnu pour le premier ministre apres la Maintenon

3'entend toujours). C'est prodigieux que le pouvoir

de oette vieille gouvernante sur l'esprit de son pupil royal

de Boizante. II n'ose rien faire sans elle ni luy refuser tout

ce qu'elle vent. 11 y a quelques jours qu'un petit employ

tut donni par rintercession de Mons. de Torsi a un de ses

amis : I'ordre etoit d6peche\ et I'affaire comme faite : un autre

B'addre8Ra plua heureusemenl a la Maintenon : elle envoye

sur le champ un valet settlement an secretaire, et dans un

quart d'heure tout estoit change : la premiere commission

estoif aneantie el une autre presentee au Roy pour etre signee

en faveur du dernier suppliant "
(p. 201, infra).

\(.r can we omit the following admirable piece of

persiflage :

—

•• Nous revinmes hier de Versailles, et fumes l'autre jour

dan- les jardins avec le Roy, qui promena my Lord par tout.

Si c'6toit un compliment iait a my Lord par Sa Majeste ou une

ostentation de sa propre grandeur, qu'importe il ? Elle fit

ii ,i -on Excellence qu'elle avoit invente et ordonne

tout, qu'elle en avoit dresse les plans, mis en diverses ren-

conta - les architectes a la raison, et a force de dire cecy

souvent Bans avoir ete contredit, a la fin je pense qu'elle com-
mence a le croire. Monsieur etoit oblige de eonfirmer tout
(< que "ii grand tun- disoit, e1 une demi-douzaine de cordons-

bleu y faisoit le chorus, et faisoit remarquer a nous autres

combien </r<i<-i< n.,- etoil leur Hoy chaque fois qu'il fit a

quelqu'un <!«• nous antics la moindre inclination de tete.

ieux, par parenthese, esl 1«' mot a la mode: un homme
racieux, c'esl i dire honnete ; une femme est r/racieuse,

belle; on chante, on mange et on joue gracieusement "
(p.

l'Ii'. infra).

During ln's residence at Paris, the exiles at St. Germains
of coin-, engrossed a great deal of Prior's attention. The
favour -hewn them at the French Court, their evident hopes
ot a speedy restoration, half amused, half alarmed him; and
he was at infinite pains to fathom their supposed designs, and
senl regular reports to Secretary Vernon of such information
a- he received from various correspondents who professed to be
in the Becrets of the Jacobites. It is evident from the corres-

pondence thai neither Prior nor Vernon attached undue impor-
tant -• to these communications. Prior, writing to Lord Jersey,

June 24, \s. 1699, describee the principal correspondent
as folio i Brocard, ae we call him, is Tr ... an
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Irishman encouraged by Mr. Vernon ;
his pretended business

is merchandise of English things, as stockings, hats, etc., under

which notion he gives our friends at St. Germains an acconnl

of things in England ; lie is well with them, and particularly

with my Lord Middleton's party. It was this man that

amused us all lasl winter with a story of a fellow sent into

England by Frank Stafford; however, thougff he has not

been very useful, he may be so : he ooets us between two and

three hundred pounds per year "
(p. 360, infra. Cf. pp. 274-5,

infra). The rogue was soon afterwards "found out, and was

ordered to leave St. Germains "
(p. 378, infra).

The style in which Prior writes of the late King and Queen

is regrettably harsh, not to say, brutal. He has no pity for

fallen greatness, and notes with evident exultation the old

and worn appearance and stooping gait of King James,

adding, "the Queen looks ill and melancholy :
their equipage

is mighty ragged, and their horses are all as Lean as Sancho's
,5

(p. 257,' infra). And in another letter he writes:

—

" I faced old James and all his Court the other day at St.

Cloud. Vive Guillaume ! you never saw such a strange figure

as the old bully is, lean, worn and riv'led, not unlike Xeal the

projector; the Queen looks very melancholy, but otherwise

well enough ; their equipages are all very ragged and con-

temptible "
(p. 259, infra).

Nevertheless he strongly deprecated the meanness of with-

holding from the Queen her stipulated pension. "Do we

intend, my dear Master," he wrote to Montagu (p. 260, mfra),

"to give her the fifty thousand pounds per annum, or no ?

If we do not, I (or rather my Lord Jersey now) should be

furnished with chicaning answers when we are pressed upon

that point, for it was fairly promised, that is certain
;

if

we do, the giving it openly and generously would establish

the King a reputation in the minds of the French, which,

if we give twice that money to purchase, would not, I think,

be bought too dear : but this is my own sentiment and to

my own Master : for the rest, quae supra nos nihil ad nos."

The following extract shows the friendly and indeed

familiar footing on which King James stood with King

Louis :

—

" Our friends of St. Germains shine extremely al Fontaine-

bleau : all the court is made to Queen Mary ; everybody ia

at her toilette in the morning, from whence the King of France

leads her to chapel: the two Kings and the Queen in the

midst sit at the head of the table at dinner with equal marks

of distinction and sovereignty, and 'a boin pour It Roi

d'Angleterre ! ' ou ' pour la Reine ' is spoke as loud and with

the same ceremony as 'pour h Roi' when they mean bheil

own King. It is 'really not a right figure which we make,

being here at Paris whilst all the other ministers are a1 Court
;

and on the other side. I know not what we should do there,



or how behave ourselves in a place where the two Courts are

inseparable "
(p. 277, infra).

Vt-rv early in his career Prior was complimented by
Sir WiUiam Trumbull on having "found the secret of join-

ing two things generally thought incompatible, poetry and

business, and both in perfection" (p. 79, infra) ;
nor, when

due allowance is made for the last-' of the age and the style

of the courtier, will the eulogy be found to be devoid of truth.

On his appointmenl as Secretary to the Embassy at Rvswick,

Prior wrote to bis friend Charles Montagu with pardonable

pride, thai he had "got it with the advantage of having

the King Bay that he was satisfied with my service, and 'thought

my requests reasonable "
(p. 87, infra) ; and there appears

to I"- no doubt that, as long as he lived. William's satisfaction

remained unabated. Dining great part of his time at Paris

Prior was virtually ambassador, for Portland's mission ter-

minated in .May. L698, Jersey did not arrive until the fol-

lowing September, and Mas absent during November and
mber, and Manchestt r, who was appointed to succeed

him upon his recall in April, 1699, delayed his coming until

the following August.

In consideration of the increased responsibility thus laid

upon him the King was pleased to double Prior's allowance

from the time of his departure for France.

It was. however, but natural that Prior should be dissatis-

fied with an employment in which he bore the burden but

had neither the acknowledged position nor the full pay, while
he wa< hound to maintain as much as he could of the

state ot au ambassador. He also felt aggrieved that he was
not sent as envoy to Nancy upon occasion of the marriage
ot .Mile de Chartrea to the Duke of Lorraine, a commis-
sion to which he deemed himself entitled by his long service,

and hi- acquaintance with the Duchess, and in which his

"fine clothes and new livrees made for my Lord Jersey's
entry" would have "come mightily in play" (pp. 279, 299,

infra). Hence on Jersey's appointment to the office of

tary of Stale he was eager to return home and serve
under him; which he humorously describes as "descending
from the high rope to tumble more safely upon the ground."
For God's Bake he continues in the same letter (to Charles

Ifontagu), "will you think of a little money for me? for I

have fluttered away the I
>»

• \ i I and all in this monkey country,
where the air is infected with vanity, and extravagance is

ae epidemical at the itch in Scotland. My bounty money
from the King i- now due, five hundred pounds; if one could

id for it till you thought a Little of my arrears
;

For to be pawned in Prance and lose my hopes in England at
one time i- too much for any man to hear who was not born
under the Btar oi Colonel Powers "

(pp. :J2(> 7, infra). Finding
that both Montagu and Vernon were <>f opinion that the
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public service required that he should awail Lord Man-

chester's arrival, he wrotejmploringly to Portland.:—"] hope

it is determined that I come back as soon as my Lord

Manchester arrives here : Mr. Mountague may compliment

me as handsomely as he pleases, but I will no1 begin the trade

a fourth time, except, I say. Mis .Majesty commands me
;
and

in that case, if it were to live in the Highlands of Scotland

(which, with resped to Lord Selkirk's better ^adgment, i riot

the happiest place upon earth), I should be vvy far from

disputing it, or murmuring "
(p. '::'><>, infra).

Prior was in correspondence with Portland while the first

Partition Treaty was on the tapis, and his letters reflect the

nervousness which then prevailed at the French Court. A

strong squadron, "thirty or thirty-two ships in all. besides

twenty-eight galleys," was equipped for service in the

Mediterranean. Villeroy was " mighty inquisitive " as to

the strength of the English militia (pp. 23 I 5, infra). A report

that Count Harrach had "proposed the perpetual government

of the Milanois for the Archduke" made "a good deal of

noise," and there was much speculation among the politicians

as to what "we should do in this conjuncture. I told them
freely that my opinion did not signify much, but it was that

we should be in a condition not to be hurt in the sen tile, hut

to preserve our own and make the figure we ought of holding

the balance of Europe right. From thence we come to talk

of the King our Master ; it is impossihle to tell Your Lordship

the excessive praises they gave him : Count Guiscard went

further on this head than Your Lordship can imagine, and

though I bore it with a seeming modesty and retenue, it made
me as proud as if I had taken Namur myself " (p. 248, infra).

It would seem that Prior at first thought the first Partition

Treaty a masterpiece of statecraft. At any rate he wrote to

Vernon, Nov. 19, N.S., 1698 :

—
" I believe measures are pretty

well settled towards the maintaining the Peace in case the crazy

King of Spain should die. I have more than barely my opinion

in this point, but as it is a secret into which I am let, I beg of

you to let it rest in your own bosom till you hear of it other-

wise "
(p. 293, infra) ; and in a subsequent letter (to Dorset)

announcing the King of Spain's nomination of the Electoral

Prince of Bavaria as his heir, he observes :

—

"This succession of Spain is mostly our King's contrivance

and effecting. Some faults he has, or else he would not he a

man ; as to his character of a Prince, he has carried his repu-

tation to a prodigious height, and this affair must be allowed

to be a proof of it beyond denial" (p. 305, infra). Y

1701 Prior voted for the impeachment of Pott land, Somers,

Orford and Halifax for the parts they had taken in advising

and negotiating this and the subsequenl Partition Treaty :

and at a later period he declared that he had oever " much
approved " the policy.
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Prior's Long residence abroad and his large and varied expe-

rience o! affairs of Btate had taught him to view the English

9yBtem of government by party with unmitigated disgust,

which was vastly increased by the recklessness with which

the Commons reduced the forces of the Crown at a time when

France was prepared for war, all Europe was expecting in

breathless suspense the imminenl demise of the King of Spain,

and the arrangement effected by the first Partition Treaty

had beeo upset by the death of the Electoral Prince of Bavaria

,|,|,. 313 11. infra). In this connection a peculiar interest

attaches to the exposition of his own theory of kingcraft

contained in the letter t<> Portland of March 11, N.S., 1698-9

and itssequel of .March 18 (pp. 318-21 and 324, infra), a theory

substantially tin* same with that afterwards developed by
Bolingbroke in the Idea of a Patriot King, and reduced to

practice with no very happy results by George III. during

the earlier part of his reign. From Portland's reply, March
16 26, it would seem that these letters were laid before the

King. '" Vo> lettres ue sonl veins que d'un seul, la oii ils

vous font du bien. Soyez seur que je vous ayme trop pour en

faire mi autre usage "
(p. 326 infra), whereon Prior com-

ments :— -'" By that mi sevl de mes amis that saw my letters

Your Lord-hip either means yourself alone or one other who
had the greatest right and reason in the world to see them "

p. 329, infra). And from Portland's indirect reply, " Je vous

ay t^moigne" dans ma pr^cedente la satisfaction que Ton a
eu des sentiments que vous aves marquez sur les affaires de

ce pais, qui n'ont estez veus que de celui seul qui a le droit

de lea voir "
(p. 332, infra.), it is manifest that Prior had

guessed rightly. We may, therefore, fairly suppose that

letters were not without their influence on the royal

counsels as evinced in the subsequent reconstruction of the

administration upon a broader hottom.

The Letters of the Earl of Manchester (pp. 379-429, infra)

to supplement those printed long ago by Christian Cole

in Memoirs of Affairs of State. 1697-1708, London, 1735.

The later correspondence throw's little light on the course

nblic affairs. Such interest as it possesses is mainly
raphical and literary ;

and it must be owned that in Prior's

Lord Harley there is a deplorable degree of same-
Prior was now a disappointed and needy man. His

m the negotiation of the Treaty of Utrecht had all but
ruined him. Though in effect ambassador at Paris after

Shrewsbury's departure (August .171 3), he had been both inade-
quately and irregularly paid. Upon the change of Government
he had had much ado to induce the Treasury, though his

old friend Montagu, by that time Earl of Halifax, was at its

head, to furnish him with the funds to pay his debts (pp.
II.- 7 infra, and vol. i. of this Calendar, pp. 2.'J5, 237); and
he had returned to England to find his public life closed by
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impeachment and imprisonment. Prematurely aged and
infirm, he was thus, as al theoutsel of bis career; almost entirely

dependent on his pen and his patron. No wonder, therefore,

that his gaiety is somewhat forced and his flattery at times

fulsome. The -ale of his works and Lord Harley's bounty
in course of time secured him a modest competence and a

villa at Down. Essex, for the adornment \>f which he called

to his aid all his virtuosi friends ; but he did not live long

to enjoy his hard-earned otium emu dignitafe.

Nor do Prior's correspondents make us much amends for

the disappointment which his own letters cause us. There are

indeed two characteristic letters from Atterbury (pp. 451 2,

456-7, infra), and three letters from Swift (pp. 4<>4. 47s, 481,

infra), but the latter are of no great interest. Lor the rest,

the Abbe faultier with evident sincerity deplores Prior's

ill treatment by his country, and assures him of his own and
Torcy's unalterable regard (pp. 461-2, infra). ; the Duke
of Buckingham returns Solomon on the Vanity of the World
with a preposterous compliment, and Lord Bathurst protests

that he is in love with Alma (p. 458, infra) ; the Countess

of Sandwich sweetly acknowledges the gift of their author's

likeness (p. 479, infra) ; Lord Chesterfield cites Alcidiana,

"that great and extraordinary lady," in praise of the Nut-

Brown Maid, (p. 466, infra) ; Mrs. Manley, announcing the

revival of Lucius for her benefit, craves for "gracious Mrs.

Oldfleld," who is to speak Prior's " admirable epilogue, "4the

advantage of his instruction (pp. 479-80, infra) ; and letters

from Richardson Pack, John Dennis, Giles Jacob, and Charles

Gildon further illustrate Prior's relations with Grub Street.

J. M. PvTGG.
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Matthew Prior to his Uncle.

1685, July IS [-28].—" If my necessity, Sir, encourages my
boldness, T. know your goodness sufficient to excuse one and

relieve t'other. I am very sensible what expences my edu-

cation puts you to, and must confess my repeated petitions

might have wearied any charity but yours ;
but since I have

no advocate, no patron, no father but yourself, pardon that

importunity which makes me seek the kindness of all these

in you, which throws me at your feet to beg at once your

blessing and assistance, and that, since your indulgence has

set me safe from shore, you would not let me perish in the

ocean." Copy. (X. d.)

The Same to Mrs. Katharine Prior.

1685, August 11 [-21].—"My neglect, Madam, is but a new

occasion for you to exercise your goodness on. You, like

heaven, can as often return a pardon as I give up my repen-

tance ; the truth of which, Madam, be pleased to accept

as well in honest prose as in bad verse : though, Madam,

this afflicts rav zeal, that the oracle never answers. My
religion depends much upon faith, and T can tell no more

news from my heaven than the astrologers from theirs, unless

like them I fairly guess at it. I should really be afraid to

write did I imagine vour silence proceeded from your anger.

I am extremely willing to attribute it to your hatred which

you said you had to writing. That was in your Last letter

dated a considerable time ago. I'll swear to show both how

Your Ladyship abhors pen and paper, and what reason I have

to complain. If your own goodness will allow me one letter

a year, after the great satisfaction of hearing how you do,

let me know if Jenny does fill out grains in ivory path ;
it

Mrs. Wilson be not still out of humour because her house

is not burnt; if Mrs. Watson thinks her windpipe secured

B—
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this time, and that cribbage of a Sunday night is not

Popish doctrine. Now to be serious, Madam, with ten

thousand thanks for all your favours and as many prayers

that yon would renew them by a letter, wishing you as much
health as a country parson in the dedication of his sermon

to his patron, I am, etc." Copy. (X. e.)

Matthew Prior to Dr. Humphrey Gower, Master of

St. John's College, Cambridge.

1685.
—"The great Richelieu is confessed not only to have

loned but encouraged Boileau's muse, whilst she [as]

boldly showed as happily prevented the barbarity of their

language : and a Prelate of our Church, in worth and

excellence scarce inferior to the then famous Cardinal, is

known to have endeavoured the like kindness to ours.

eminent examples have given me this present pre-

sumption ; made me without blushing bring poetry to the

religious man and satire to the best natured. However
unlike this attempt may prove to those excellent pieces, 'tis

written with as honest a design and has as great a patron, I

hope, to protect it : it may discover the disease it cannot cure
;

let our translators know that Rome and Athens are our ter-

ritories ; that our Laureate might in good manners have
left the version of Latin authors to those who had the

happiness to understand them ; that we accuse not others,

but defend ourselves, and would only shew that these cor-

ruptions of our tongue proceed from him and his tribe, which
he unjustly casts upon the clergy. Thus, Sir, I humbly
throw this trifle at your feet, hoping the product of my vacant
hours may prove the diversion of yours, and too well assured
of the greatness of your kindness to fear the severity of your
judgment." Copy. (X. f.)

osing a copy of verses on the modern translators.

John III. of Poland to James II.

1690, August 28. [N.S.] Warsaw.—Recredential letter for

.M. du Teil, envoy from James II. ; wishing that Prince better
Bucceee in the future. Latin. Copy.

N B.—This envoy, Du Teil. is a minister of France
employed by King James." French. (XX. 1.)

Queen Mary to the States General.

1601, August 7 [-17]. Whitehall.—Letter of thanks for their

congratulations of the 4th instant on the recent victories in
1 i id. French. Copy. Signed. Countersigned by the Earl
of Nottingham. (XX. 3.)

Matthew Prior tothe [Earl of Dorset,] Lord Chamberlain.

1692-3, [January. The Hague.]—"
'Tis always my duty to

send Your Lordship the news from this side, though at



present it is very bad. Fumes and Dixmuydo are lost
;

the

enemy set down before Fumes, the 5th, afternoon, opened

their trenches in the night, and the tiexi morning summoned
the Governor Count Eoorne to render the town, which he

did upon capitulation, himself and the garrison marching

with two pieces of cannon to Nieuport. This ho did, they

say, upon letters from the Elector of BavariaT that in case

of extremity he should save the garrison and quit the place
;

and upon his knowing that the Elector could not relieve him,

the French having raised their batteries and possessed

themselves of the Downs on one side, and the sluices being

all broken, and the ways impassable on the other side

between Fumes and Nieuport.
" Dixmuyde falls in course : the garrison of that place

is likewise retired to Nieuport, whence the Elector is gone

to Ostend to give orders concerning the state of that place,

in case the French should attack it." Copy. (X. 1.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Nottingham.

1692-3, January 13-23. Hague.—" On Wednesday Major

Guidet returned with the Duke of Gourdon his prisoner.

The Major expected that I should have received orders for

him from Mr. Blathwayt, without which he did not know
how he should dispose of the Duke. Not having received

such orders, I waited on the Pensioner who has given a

warrant by which the Duke is confined in the Castlenye, which

is the best prison here, and commanded me to write to Mr.

Blathwayt, which accordingly I do.
" We have no news except that the generals of the Allies

continue their council of war at Cologne, and are appre-

hensive that the French design again upon Rhinsfeld."

Copy. (X. 2.)

Matthew Prior to [James] Vernon.

1693, February 10. N.S.—" When you have done me the

favour to write to me, in justice one would think I ought

not to answer you when I have little to return besides the

impertinence of my thanks ; be pleased to excuse me, and

be partial to the duty the son owes you where otherwise you

would blame the babbling of the Secretary.
" The French lay in such stores and ammunition at

Namur and Maubeiige that we fear they design to besiege

Charleroi. We have sent a supply to that place under the

conduct of Gravenmore with about 3,000 horse, which is

safely come thither : if you do not soon finish your parliament

matters, and send us our King over, we shall make but sorry

work in Flanders. We begin to hope well on the Rhine,

since Prince Lewis of Baden is to come there, besides what

forces the Emperor sends. He asks four regiments of His

Majesty : can you spare them ? I know not if you have



heard that the Elector of Saxe and the Duke of Zell have

entered into the alliance made between the King and the

Stat
" Farther North or N.E. (to talk like a geographer) matters

might yet be accommodated. Sweden desires only some ease

in what relates to the traffic. Baron Jauls [Juels], who is

there from Denmark, has found (at least in appearance) no

great reception, and it is talked that a marriage is on foot

between the Princess of Sweden and the King of the Romans.
You are best able to judge of Denmark by the treatment
which you will see allowed to their ships in England ; for

from that I believe the States will take their measures.
" So far politics : now for philosophy, and pray, dear

father, are not you a little too serious, when you talk of leav-

ing the world at a time where it could not subsist, sine

fortibus bonisgue tuique simillimis ? And why would you
leave it without being able to give a good account of it, since

you never used to leave anything at that rate ? Patience

has been a very good recipe ever since Job's time, and you
of all mankind, (if your modesty does not suffer too much
in the advice,) should apply the remedy, since you have merit
enough to have that patience rewarded in spite of all that

fortune can resolve against it." Copy. (X. 4.)

Matthew Prior to [Richard] Warre.

1692-3, February 3-13. Hague.—" There is a person named
Clerck now at Rotterdam, represented to me as one highly

disaffected, and who in all probability is lately come from
France, though he pretends to have been in Italy. He designs

very shortly for England, he not yet asked a passport, and I

believe will endeavour to get over without one. I have
advised Mr. Vander Poele, Master of the Post at The Briel,

to have an eye upon him, and the Postmaster at Harwich
likewise. I think it likewise my duty to advise you of the
information 1 have received that he may be examined at

Westminster, whither I hear he intends in case he escape us
here." Copy. (A. 7.)

Matthew Prior to the [Earl of Dorset,] Lord Chamberlain.

1692-3, March 3-13. Hague.—" After having for some
together admitted the French, and even the Catholics

of them, into all manner of conversation here, we are grown
enough to imagine that some of them are spies: the
- have sent on1 warrants, upon which many here, at

Amsterdam and other towns of Holland, are taken, and their

papers secured : and .Mr. Dvckvelt, who is now at Brussels,
r L" 'I to desire the Elector of Bavaria, that the same

!i may !><• made in the Catholic Provinces.
In Flanders v." an- much obliged to the bad weather,

which alone has. 1 believe, saved Charleroi hitherto. The



great number of boats with bombs and carcasses which the

French have along the Maas, and the orders their troops in

garrison on that side have to be ready to march at the first

warning, seem still to threaten that place, which I do n>,\

know if we can hinder them from, if the snow and wind
stand neuter.

" The affairs of the \ Allies are better thnn we could

reasonably expect. The Elector of Brandenbourg has

informed the States that the 0,000 men, which are upon
their appointment, are ready to march, and wait only their

orders. The Elector of Saxony is come entirely into the

Confederate interest, having signed and exchanged the Treaty

upon the same foot with that made between His Majesty

and the States General in '89. He expresses a great desire

to do something this campaign, and will march in person

with 12,000 men, as soon as the season will permit, and has

already sent Count Sternberg, his Lieutenant General, before,

to view and provide his magazines. The Emperor has cun-

ningly enough made this Elector an obliging compliment in

sending to Madame Neusch, his mistress, the title of

Countess.
" Sweden has approved the ninth Electorate, and Mr.

Home, envoy from that Crown at Vienna, has assured the

Emperor that his master will not engage with the discon-

tented Party, or do anything to the prejudice of the Allies
;

so that Denmark is not likely to give much disturbance.

.Mr. Bonrepos has had a private audience there ;
however,

it is thought he will scarce be able to do more than renew
the Treaty of Neutrality expired in December last, and Mr.

Hop, who is at Copenhagen from the States, has only obtained

a promise that French Capers shall not harbour in Norway.
" There is nothing sure from Turkey but that we cannot

this summer have a peace. The French Minister at the

Porte has bribed high ; which (as our circumstances are) we
cannot do. There is a report written from thence to the

Imperial Minister and to several here, that Sultan Mahomet
is dead, and that the Grand Vizier and the Aga of the

Janazaries are strangled by the people, who will have a peace.

I beg Your Lordship's pardon that I write this to you, since

I doubt the truth of it." Copy. (X. 10.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Pembroke.

1693, April 3. N.S. Hague.
—

'"Tis uncertain what methods
are to be taken in Flanders till His .Majesty's arrival here.

We are pleased that we have Charleroi still ours, for which

we are obliged to the wet weather. The design of the French

to attack it seems to be now over ; they having disposed of

the stores and ammunition which they had upon the Maas
into Namur, Dinant and Charlemont. The Marquis de

Boufflers is now at Philippeville, where he has made a review

of fourteen squadrons. The sea affairs of Holland arc in



good posture. The Admiralties of Amsterdam and the Maas
have let the States know that most of their ships are now
readv for Zeeland. Your Lordship knows their privateers

are usually more ready than their ships of war. Mons.

d'Odyck is gone thither to hasten their preparations. We
hope* to do something on the Rhine; the Elector of Saxe,

who gives 12,000 men effective, will do yet a better thing,

which is t<> leave the command of them to Chauvel, an

experienced General of the Duke of Zell, and pass the cam-

paign a1 Frankfurt with his mistress, who is with child and

designs to lie in there.

The Emperor has obliged him by making her Countess

of Ratelitz.

"The opposition made to the ninth Electorate grows daily

Sweden's having declared for it, and the Emperor's resent-

ments concerning it have frightened the less Princes, so that

they are content to retract their Dtclarationes Nullitatis, or

let them die at Ratisbon by sending no memorial to confirm

t hem.
"One may easily perceive that this has turned the bias

..t Denmark : the Prince of Denmark seems mightily diverted

with Holland, and stays to wait upon His .Majesty's arrival

here; some about him give out that he has not been used

with respect enough in France. The French certainly

understand good breeding. I am glad the Prince says the

contrary: hi- resentment.- againsl France and his liking to

Holland came. I believe, a fortnight since from Copenhagen.
We hope Prince Funis of Baden will command on the Upper
Rhine, though the great talk at Vienna is that he shall

dispose affairs there, and command in Hungary, where the

Turks will he very strong, and push on predestination as

far as it will hear.*'' Copy. (X. ID.)

Gilbert Burnet, Bishop of Salisbury, to .Matthew Prior,

1693, April 5 [-15]. Salisbury.
—"I have received two very

obliging letters from you. and with the last the box of medals
brought to me. L must humbly thank you for your

great care, and beg the favour of you to give my most humble
thanks to m\ Lord Glenorchy for the trouble he gave himself

in bringing them to The Hague and his care in delivering them
to yourself. I wish 1 knew how to answer the goodness you
are pleased to have for me in a more effectual manner, but
whensoever yati are pleased to let me know how I can better

express the value and esteem I have for you, L promise you I

shall not be wanting in my utmost zeal." (11. 1.)

Swedisb Merchantmen.

[1693, alter .May l' I . X.S.J Reply to the memorials of
'"on: tiern of .May It and 21, to William 111., com-
plaining of the detention of Swedish vessels and merchandise



in September, 1692, contrary to the terras of the treaty of

1661. French.

Draft in Prior's handwriting. (XX. 11.)

Matthew Prior to [Adam] Cardonnel.

1693, August 19-29. Hague.—Explaining a "little

scheme " for the remedy of abuses in the m'iiriting of pass-

ports from Holland to England, which had been approved
of by Secretary Trenchard. Copy. (X. 21.)

Matthew Prior to the [Earl of Dorset,] Lord
Chamberlain.

1693, September 1. [N.S.]. Hague.—"
'Tis confirmed on

all hands that St. Brigides is taken, but it is uncertain if the

Duke of Savoy will go on to besiege Pignerol, most of the

general officers in a council of war having given their opinion

that it is more advisable to endeavour to engage Mons. Catinat,

before the detachments from Catalonia and Germany join

him.
"Our campaign in Flanders is well-nigh ended. The

French have suffered so much in the late battle, and by a

sickness that reigns in their camp, that they can hardly

attempt Charleroi : they have sent off their great cannon,

and pioneers. Your Lordship will be informed of the state

of our army, by the letters that come immediately thence.
" His Majesty has made the Duke of Holstein-Pleun

[Plon] first Field Marshal (which charge has been void since

Prince Waldeck's death) : the Duke is expected here within

twelve days. The Duke of Wirtembourg has the Regiment
of the Guards, and is made General of the Dutch Foot. The
States are very well pleased with the promotion of these

two strangers, but the Prince of Frise has left the Army upon
it ; the Prince of Birkenfeld and Count Nassau of Sarbruck
'tis generally said, ask their conge.

" The business of Ratzebourg is at a stand. The King of

Denmark cannot be prevailed with to make peace, and yet

has no very great mind to make war. He has invested the

town, yet ordered that not one bomb shall be thrown into

it till he conies in person, and possibly yet deters Ids coming
that he may be the more entreated to keep away. Some
of Ins Ministers press him on very earnestly, which we take

for a sign that France has bribed high." Copy. (X. 23.)

The Same to the Samk.

1693, September 4. [N.S.]—" The Duke of Savoy loses

the occasion of besieging Pignerol, and is gone to look after

Mons. Catinat in the mountains, to reinforce whom the

French have made a great detachment of 15,000 from the

Rhine. The canvpaign seems over in Flanders. The Duke
of Holstein-Pleune arrived yesterday at the Array, and the

King is expected the 5-15 instant at Loo.
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" The Danes began on Tuesday last to bombard Ratzebourg,

and will not be contented with less than the demolishing the

fortification- of that place, and the Lunebourgers retiring

from it. til! the whole matter is renewed and adjudged by
laws of the Empire." Copy. (X. 25.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Pembroke.

L693, October 10-20.—" His Majesty waits only the change
of the wind to embark for England ; the convoy we expected

thence is not yet arrived. The inclosed gives Your Lordship

the particular of our affairs in Piedmont with which I pre-

sumed to trouble Your Lordship last post. We have no other

public news. My Lord Dursley has asked and obtained his

conge to quit Holland entirely. I know not how Fortune
may dispose of me, or if she takes any care at all of such
little people as 1 am. I am sure of Your Lordship's favour
if anything should be proposed for me, and beg the continuance
of your goodness." Copy. (X. 28.)

[George] Stepney to [? Sir John Trenchard] at Whitehall.

1693. October 20. [N.S. Vienna,]—" The ill news we have
received this day of Count Stratman's death makes me take
the liberty of giving you this short account, with [sic] the
character of the Imperial Court and the chief Ministers, with
some guesses what change this accident may produce there.

" The Count, though in rank he was but low in the
Ministry, yet by being Chancellor of the Court, that is, having
the care of the business relating to the Emperor as Arch-
duke of Austria and those other hereditary countries annexed
to that title, he had the most frequent access to his person,
and was honoured with the greatest part of his confidence
of any of the Ministers

; and indeed had the greatest
talents of capacity and zeal for executing what was necessary
for His Imperial Majesty's Service, and for the public
Lnten

" Bis beginning was ordinary, having been little better
than a clerk in the Duchy of Cleves, and consequently subject
to the Elector of Brandenburgh, from whence he removed
,M the Courl of Newburgh, and was entertained by the late
Elector Palatine

; where, after having distinguished himself
everal weighty commissions, he at last attended the
hi Empress at her marriage to Vienna, and through

her favour and his own merit, worked himself to the greatest
credit, honours and riches that a man of fortune is capable

''
i objected againsl him that he did this at the

I In- religion, and that finding himself well settled
towards the latter end of his days, he fell into a careless
luxurioufi way of living, as if In- affected to let the world see

ould enjoy the fruits of his labours.
i ' ployed in France at the same time when Mr.

Meind and was formerly entangled in that interest,
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but since his removal to the [mperial Court and the part he

had in the Peace of Nimegen, he utterly abandoned that

party, and has given signal proofs of his fidelity to the House
of Austria and to the Allies dining this war.

"To speak of the prior of these, 1 mean the House of

Austria, wonld draw me into too long a digression ; it is

enough to say that the crowning the King of Hungary and
choosing the King of the Romans were at hfs advice : but,

what nearer concerns me, it was by his persuasions that the

Emperor first heard the Baron Gortz, President to the

Landgrave of Hesse, whom His .Majesty (then Prince of

Orange) made use of to sound the dispositions of the

Imperial Court upon his glorious enterprise of redeeming

our kingdoms and Europe from slavery ; and he only of all

the Ministers had the confidence and management of this

intrigue, the success of which created him many enemies

(especially the Count of Kinsky) : but it has been our

greatest advantage to have found him a powerful and
steady friend.

"It is below your knowledge to hear anything of my
personal obligations to him, and I should be too arrogant in

saying I was honoured with something that came near

familiarity and friendship. The graces he showed me I ever

attributed to the zeal he had to His Majesty's interest, and
consequently the meanest of his servants never failed of a

favourable reception.
" How the vacancy his death has made will be supplied

may deserve His Majesty's reflection. The Emperor is a

Prince faithful to his promises, and besides is too far engaged
by point of interest, ever to start from the Alliance ; but

it would have been a hard matter to defeat the bigotry which
priests constantly instil into the mind of a Prince so devout,

if this famous Minister had not mingled some policy with

religion, and supported his arguments with the credit of

the Spanish Ambassador, who (true to the principle of the

King he serves) has never been irreconcilable in his hatred

to France and in his opposition to an universal Monarchy ;

which last consideration I look upon to have been the true

one, why the Emperor so readily entered into a league with

those they call heretics, and has continued firm in it, not-

withstanding the offers France has made and the frequent

solicitations of the Pope to that purpose.
" But as His Imperial Majesty is observed to be of an

irresolute wavering temper, on which the last impressions

ever make the deepest marks, this occasions that he is fre-

quently torn several ways by the different inclinations of

his Ministers, who in a manner governed him by turns as if

each had commanded de jour, (to which may be attributed

those delays which have ever been too visible in all the

designs and enterprises of the Imperial Court) ;
yet Count

Stratman's turn came oftencr than any other's did, having
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the greatest ascendent over his spirit, which has proved of

advantage to our affairs. But who now will succeed him

in that degree <>f favour, or if ever His Imperial Majesty will

be so liberal of hi- mind to any other Minister is what we
are to expect with great impatience.

"The great offices of the Court are divided into several

departments, whereof the chief is the Chancery of the

Empire, which is committed to Count Konigsegg, as Vice-

Chancellor under the Elector of Mentz, who therefore

presides in all conferences, and has the direction of corres-

pondencies with foreign courts. The second Chancery is

that of Bohemia, to which kingdom the provinces of Silesia

and .Moravia are in a manner annexed, and fall under the

guidance of Count Chinsky, who is Chancellor. The third

is the Chancery of the Court for the Emperor's private con-

cern- as a Duke of Austria, to which are joined the hereditary

countries thereabouts as Tyrol, Styria, Carinthia, and which
made the province of Count Stratman. The fourth is the

Chancery of Hungary under the Archbishop of Grann ; but

as the affairs of this kingdom and of Transylvania are yet

in disorder, Count Chinsky seems to have the greatest share

in the direction of them. Fifthly, the Chamber of Finances
i- committed to the care of Cardinal Collonitz, who has under
him General Eeusler ; but this last has not that employment
in such latitude as it was enjoyed by Caraffa. Sixthly, the

Council Aulique, wherein all causes and matters of justice

are detennined, is guided by Count Ottingen, who is President

thereof. Seventhly, the Council of War is the department
of Count Stahremberg.

"Not to speak of the office of Court Marshal and the

Council of Regency, these seven Chambers are the canals
in which all affairs are dispatched according to the nature
they are of. But before anything of consequence is resolved,
it is debated in the Council of Conference (as they call it)

where the Emperor generally presides in person, and names
the point- on which he will deliberate. This agrees with our
Cabinet Council, to which the Emperor warns such Ministers
as he thinks fit to communicate to the affairs in question.
Those who generally assisted were Count Konigsegg, Count
Chinsky, Count Stratman, Count Stahremberg, and some-
times the Prince of Salm, Governor of the King of the
Etonians; Count Wallenstein, the Governor Chamberlain;
Count Earrach, the Master of the Horse

; and Count
Ottingen, when there happened a point of law.

I -hall take the liberty of l; i \ i ii'_r a short character of
each of these a- far as I could observe in nine months that
I had 1 he honour to reside at the Imperial Court.

a i it, Konigsegg has a good head and heart, and is

master of great eloquence whenever he has any lucid intervals
of health

; but the gout, with which lie is contracted in hands
and feet, has rendered him almost incapable of further service,
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and of having the confidence of the Emperor, which is best

to be acquired by frequent attendance ;
so that he may 1"'

looked upon a superannuated Minister, whose credit and
creatures fall o IT daily. He has a quickness of fancy very

youthful, but is said not to have judgment enough to serve

as ballast to so high a sail ; and the freedom with which he

sometimes launches into common conversation discovers too

much of the secret, and frequently brings fTiin into incon-

veniences. He is lavish in his expenses. which have
reduced him to a low fortune, and his pressing wants may
expose him to be scarce proof against a bribe well offered.

He seems zealous enough for the public, but with a certain

bias for Denmark, where his eldest son is now Envoy ; his

second son is Canon of Cologne, and in time may prove the

great favourite to the Elector. The second wife he now has

is sister to the Marquis de Parella, which makes him very

zealous for the interest of Savoy. He has married a

daughter to a Count of Purstemberg, and I believe at bottom
is no enemy to the Cardinal. He will neither gain nor lose

by Count Stratman's death, having lived in terms of indif-

ference with him without entering into faction for or against

him, except what related to the difference betwixt the King
of Denmark and the Elector of Hanover, to the first of which
Count Konigsegg seemed too particular and Count Stratman
to the latter ; which will make his death much regretted

at the Courts of Lunenburgh, where they will be at a loss

whom now to apply to, since the greatest pillar is fallen, who
supported their cause.

"The next Minister is Count Chinsky, who is well known
by his negotiation at Nimeguen for a man of great application,

experience and exactness, but is thought too rigid and never

to be brought off from the opinion into which he first enters.

He has the management of the politic part of the affairs in

Hungary, and whenever the negotiation of peace with the

Turks comes in play, it is likely to fall to his guidance],
though he is loaded with having been the cause of the

Emperor's letting slip some favourable opportunities of

coming to an agreement, and is accused to have favoured

and justified those cruel practices and persecutions which
were used by Caraffa towards Eperies and other places in

Upper Hungary ; and [a] certain [air] of formality and cir-

cumspection which [he] affects gives him at least the

appearance of a wise and cautious Minister, and his strict

friendship with Caraffa buoyed him up almost to make the

balance of the Emperor's favour hang even betwixt his party

and that of Count Stratman's: but since the death of that

General, who spoke freely for him in some cases, where he

could not with decency appear himself, Count Chinsky's

interest has visibly declined and he seemed to have no
further part in affairs than what naturally related to his

own Chancery. What ground he may now gain as spoils
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which fall from Count Stratman I know not ; but I cannot

wish this accident may prove of great advantage to him,

since 1 have not much reason to think him our friend, and
to the impartial I cannot accuse him of having appeared
our enemy. However, it is to be apprehended, if ever he gets

the mean disposal of things, the priests only will thrive the

better for it. whose authority he is inclined to heighten,

though the Emperor is already but too weak in that respect.

In all conferences whereat he assists he is observed to be a
perfect sceptic, and though the affair in dispute be of no
great importance, he cannot forbear ranging his arguments
pro et con., and raising doubts on both sides without deter-

mining anything, so that in the conclusion nobody can find

the drift of his advice, nor is much wiser for the length of his

discourse ; but to do him justice, if he would explain himself

and were as well intentioned as he is diligent and able, I

know no Minister at Vienna that might be so useful in high
employment. He is a man of a plentiful fortune without
children, and consequently is not liable to corruption. His
ambition of being the chief made him a rival to Count
Stratman, which made it remarkable that these two seldom
agreed in their opinions. But not to be too prolix : if Count
Chinsky upon this vacancy comes to be Master, it will be
an ill omen to Schoning and his party ; for I believe firmly
the first advice for the violent seizure of this General pro-
ceeded from this Minister out of a private pique which he
is not of a disposition to forget. Tins I perceived the
Elector of Saxony was immediately sensible of, and could
not forbear saying in haste, upon the first report of Count
Stratman's death, that his affairs might suffer by it. For
in truth he was a man more pliable, and (to my knowledge)
it was with him that Mr. Holezbrinck (whom I have men-
tioned in my ordinary relations) chiefly negotiated for the
enlargement of Schoning.

" I have already spoke sufficiently of Count Stratman,
and therefore need only recapitulate that the Emperor has
lost [his] ablest Minister and confidant ; His Majesty and the
Allies the greatest supporter of their cause ; the Elector of
Brandenburgh a subject much devoted to his interest; the
Elector Palatine a creature ever grateful to his patron;
the Elector of Hanover, the stiffest promoter of his new
dignity ; and the Elector of Saxony the person on whom
be most relied for the liberty of Ins General. The Count
has left many children to divide his estate. The eldest son

Envoy in England, and is now married to a rich heiress
near Cologne. The second is a (anon at Breslau, and two
more Bons, who are now travelling in Italy, are likely to be
provided for by spiritual preferments; his three daughters
are well bestowed, one to the Han or Viceroy of Craacy,
Count Boudiani; ond to Count .itutenberg, Governor
of the Province of Styria ; and the third to Count Colasto.
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" Count Stahremberg, famous for his defence of Vienna,

seems yet to live upon the credit of that effection, and has

entrance into the Council of Conference, but, I believe, does

not much forward the business ; for he i^ one who does not

usually stick to the matter in hand, and has tin- talent of

raising whipped cream upon what the others have said

without advancing anything to his own, mnl abounds in

words which have no meaning. The officers who have depen-
dence upon the Council of War arc diligent in making their

court to him, but in politics the mark is out of his mouth.
and no applications are made to him, nor has he credit

enough to do good or harm to our affairs. He affects being

a beau by his dress and gallant behaviour, though, as you
may imagine, he acquits himself but awkwardly at the age

of seventy-four and after his hearing has almost left him.

This is all I can say of him, except that he has a son, Envoy
in Sweden, and the daughter lately left a widow by a son
of the late General Dunnewald.

" The Prince of Salmes is a person of another figure,

having acquired great confidence with the Emperor and the

Empress by the care he has taken, and still continues of

the education of the King of the Romans, who, having no
conversation but what he furnishes him with, is likely to

have his genius formed wholly according to the model which
the Prince shall prescribe, and when the Emperor fails, whose
life is far spun, the Government will be as good as absolute in

his hands, which makes me frequently wonder no applications

are made to him by His Majesty, since we have so near a

prospect of his becoming the Atlas ; and as he is, he may be
very useful to our affairs, for he is a man of great abilities, and
sincere where he is once gained. The Prince of Dietrichstein,

the General Master d'hostel, and he had formed a faction against

Count Stratman, perhaps out of envy, that a person of no
birth and a stranger should have a nearer access than they

to the Emperor, but he was ever too hard for them, and of

late had a good argument against the Prince of Salmes for his

peremptorily crossing the Emperor's designs of creating a

ninth Electorate in favour of the Duke of Hanover, which
he opposed almost to insolence considering the dependence
he has on the Emperor's family ; but nowr [the] Count is

out of the way, he and his party are likely to rule wit Ik nit

control.
" Count Wallenstein, the General Chamberlain, was for-

merly employed as an Ambassador or Envoy in England,

and is very kind in the remembrance of friends he contracted

there, and is well intentioned to His Majesty's interest. 'Tis

pity he gives himself no more application to business, having

several good talents that recommend him, and a courteous

obliging behaviour, which wins the affections of all people

who have to do with him ; but being old and enough at his

ease, he contents himself with his ordinary attendance on
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the Emperor's person without engaging himself in the

Ministry. He has a bod who was lately Envoy in Piedmont.
• Almost the same character may be given of Count

Harrach, the Emperor's Master of the Horse, who frequently

assists at the conferences, but seldom exceeds what he is

obliged to by his profession.
" Count Ottingen is a perfect original; so singular he is

in all his wavs and actions. No man understands justice

better or practices it so uncorruptly, but he is so unhewn
in his manner and behaviour, and rigid in his principles, that

Cato and Timon of Alliens were good-natured in comparison

with him. His righteousness gives him great liberty in com-
mending himself and making severe reflections upon others,

and [he] has a wife of impertinent virtue. He is ever

oppreating [sic] the Emperor with his honesty and the

knavery of his neighbours. I have near a hundred histories

of his adventures, which might be good entertainment in

discourse, but they are too tedious to be committed to

writing. He keeps close to his charge, which he executes

with great diligence, and is capable of being anything but

a dissembler and a courtier." Copy. (X. 28.)

Matthew Prior to [James] Vernon.

1693. November 3-13. [The Hague.]—" I have heard
without knowing how to help it that many Papists, who
have waited the opportunity, embarked in merchant ships

that sailed at the same time with His Majesty without any
passes.

" I shall give a pass to Mr. Francis Roche, an Irishman

—

\n< father is of Cork—and to Patrick Roche, who pretends
to be his man. They offer any security here, or would oblige

themselves to appear before you, and have this one merit,

that they lodged at Harris's the tailor. I write to Mr.
Mackay, that they may be at least searched at Harwich,
though they have rather the mien of puppies than politicians."

Copy. (X. 42.)

Matthew Prior to [William] Blaithwayt.

1693, November 10-20. [The Hague.]—Asking for instruc-

tions how to deal with above 500 sick and wounded English
soldiers, who are waiting al the Brill and Helvoet, and can
only be transported al the rate of fifty or sixty in each
pa<ket boat. Has meanwhile given them 200 gulden, and
induced the Pensioner to allow them lodging and turf. Copy.
(X. 42.)

Matthew I'uim; to the [Karl of Dorset,]
Lord Chamberlain.

1603. November 11 24. [The Hague.]—"We have at present
no minister at either of the Northern Crowns, Vienna, Berlin,
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or Ratisbon. My friend Mr. Stepney, who is al present

negotiating for some Saxon troops at Dresden, may probably
be fixed al the same place or sent to Sweden, or almost choose
his post, having had the fortune to be placed in such a light

that His Majesty has known and approved of him. The
other Courts will in all appearance be very goon supplied.

My having had the honour to be hied by Your CSrdship, and
trailed a pen here onward of four years, makes some people

(latter me that I may not be forgot in this great harvest with

few labourers, since Aglionby, Cresset, and Stepney, who
are already working, are journeymen us I am, have about
the same estates at home, aid are sent to preach politics as

the Apostles were on a hettei errand, without purse or scrip.

I take it for granted that Your Lordship will mention me to

Mr. Secretary Trenchard, if you think anything of (his kind
proper for me. 1 wish T may part with these chimeras for

the solid blessing of being near my patron and protector

in England I should like that climate or

employment preferably to any other, in which I might tend
my thoughts and studies so to my dear Lord Buckhurst's
future improvement, as by it ever to testify to all the world
the mighty obligation I owe his father." Copy. (X. 43.)

Matthew Prior to [James] Vernon.

1693, December 4. [N.S.]—" Old Mr. Kick having given

my Lord Dursley's pass (on no very good recommendation)
to one Rigmaden, wrote the same post to Mr. Mackay at

Harwich, that the said Rigmaden might be apprehended
and examined there. Captain Kobinson, Commander of the

Guirlande, and some officers saw the said Rigmaden at

Helvoet. He was disguised in a sorry sea-habit, and seemed
to avoid them as much as possibly he could, upon which
suspecting him they got him seized. He has owned that
he is a Papist, and comes from studying in a college in

Flanders : in his portmanteau were found several letters, in

one of which he was commanded to go by the name of Pagett
;

it contained farther that old James and his wife were very ill,

and unless better measures were taken for them than had
been already, they would surely die of the distemper. There
was another letter found about him directed to my Lord
Arundel of Wardour, with advice that he should deliver it

into my Lord's own hand : it appears as yet to be but white
paper without any writing in it. Captain Kobinson has put
him on board the Guirlande, and will deliver him to your
power at his arrival in England, having sealed his papers
in order to have them examined by you. Young Kick, who
is employed in distributing some sustenance to the poor
soldiers, who yet lie at Helvoet. was present and assisting

in Rigmaden's being seized, and gives me this account. 1

have let Mr. Kick senior know that Mr. Secretary is pleased

to promise he will take care to have the money repaid, which
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may be laid out upon the poor soldiers, and I expect Mr.

Blaythwayt's order therein."

P.Si—I bear from Stockholm that the Baron Heckeren

has accommodated the difference between the States and
Sweden concerning Swedish ships taken by the Hollanders,

having promised reparation to be made by the States. I

wish matters were as well between that Crown and us. If

vou have heard that they have received His Majesty's answer
to the memorials Count Oxenstiern had given in, which
answer my Lord Dursley gave Mr. Lilieroot and he sent to

Stockholm, you know too that they are not very well satisfied

with it." Copy. (X. 45.)

Matthew Prior to [Sir John] Trenchard.

1693, December 15-25. Hague.—" In obedience to your
commands of the 5th I have waited on the Pensioner, and
by his order on Mynheer Sasse, Secretary to the Admiralty
of the Maas, in whose hands I have left a copy of the extract

of what our ships lost on the coasts of Holland. He promises

to intercede with the Admiralty to give order that our cables

and anchors be sought and taken up with equal care as their

own and brought over into England, where the charges shall

be given in to the Commissioners of our Navy by the masters

of the vessels thus employed, the Commissioners of the
Admiralty having first looked over the accounts and con-
sented to them as reasonable." Copy. (X. 48.)

Matthew Prior to Viscount Dursley.

1693-4, January 2-12. Hague.—" Having looked over the
Papers which concern money paid to the Vaudois, I find five

resolutions of the States with each a receipt at the bottom
of it from Mr. Weyer or Clignett or both, as followeth :

—

' 1690.—Resolution of States, May 15, upon
which Weyer and Clignett own to have
received 20,000 and 15,000 gilders.

' Resolution of May 19, in which Weyer
owns to have received 50,000 gilders.

' Resolution of August 20, in which Clignett
owns to have received 60,300 gilders.

Resolution of September 14, in which
Wever owns to have received 39,600 gilders.

Resolution of November 20, in which
Weyer owns to have received 49,750 gilders.

The second sum 5,000/. sterling.

The third sum 6,000/.

The fourth sum 4,000/.

The fifth sum 5,000/.

"So that the four last sums make 20,000/. sterling. The first

appears to have been likewise for the Vaudois, as I remarked
before ;

it is signed by Clignett and Weyer. We find an
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acquittance signed by Mr. Cligneti for 200 gilders, 'which,'

says he, ' was whal rested of 20,0002. sterling, which,' says be,

4 was what His Majesty had given the Vaudois,' and for which

William Weyer, merchanl of Amsterdam, 'had given his

acquittances.'

"We have my Lord Shrewsbury's letter of the 4th March,

'89, by which he informs Your Lordship that His Majesty

accord's the sum of 200,000 livres to the Vaudois." (X. 19.)

The Same to the Same.

1693-4, January 5-15. Hague.

—

"Since my last I bave

been with Mr. Clignett at Leyden, and baving conferred with

him concerning the papers I mentioned in my last, find that

the five sums together make the 20,000Z. for the Vaudois;

for that as one has 35,000 gilders, the other [receipt] is for

such a sum as makes that 50,000. I did not know that before,

not having the honour to serve Your Lordship when the

thing itself was transacted, nor to have been in 1 1
it- leasl

informed of it since.'' Copy. (X. 50.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Pembroke.

1693-4, January 19-lM). Hague. Yon will see by the enclosed

memorial " that France really desires a peace with us, though

it chicanes a little in the way of asking it. All our letters

from the frontier agree that the French garrisons are destitute

of bread and money ; upon which we may doubtless soon see

more memorials of the same nature with this.

"Things here go on as usually, sine and slow. The States

are recruiting their troops with great diligence, and have

granted besides other taxes the hundredth penny twice this

year, as they did the last." Copy. (X. 53.)

Matthew Prior to [James] Vernon.

1694. March 9. X.S. Hague.
—

" The persons whom you

find described at the end of this letter are represented to

the Pensioner of Holland, and from him to me. as sent into

England with a design against His Majesty. I have yet seen

no such, but have taken order it ever they come either to

Rotterdam or The Briele, to have them seized. I ha v.- grounds

to suspect two others, of which I have advised Mr. Mackay.

I send you a copy of my letter to him because possibly you

may hear further of the persons from him." Copy. (X. 54.)

Enclosure.

M vniii.w Priob to Mi:. M \< kav.

1694, March !>. N.S. Hague. -" 1 yesterday gave two pa

to persons whom I have reason to suspect not well affected.

One is named Robert Manlj : he lives at Rotterdam, was

formerly a servant to Mr. Chudleigh, envoj bere, and pat

B—Z
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to England (as he says) on his own private concerns. I have

nothing more against him than that he has been lately in

KI.hhI.i-. and may probably be employed in some corres-

pondence our enemies may hold in England ; he being a

known Jacobite. You will do very well therefore to search

very diligently, if he has no papers about him, not mentioning

whence this advice comes.

"The other is named Francis Clay; pretends to have

deserted the French service from Catalogne, but brings a

very improbable account of so long a journey. He has a

red head of hair very like a peruke ; if it proves to be such,

you will think him to be a person to be suspected, since

one does not generally choose one's peruke of that colour
;

I have reason to suspect him in case he should have any
peruke in his pocket. I have given no pass to the two persons

described on the other side."

[The description is as follows:— ] "John Peg, born in

Lorraine, a short man, has by nature black hair, and wears

a light peruke, a red coat, and a blue waistcoat under it
;

is old about forty-four a forty^five years. He is in com-
pany with an Irish or an Englishman, which is a little taller,

d in black with a blue waistcoat, having short curled

hair not longer than to the ears, is old between thirty and
forty years.

"

" If by any chance you find such, though they have my
Lords pass (for Mr. Vander Poele may possibly have given
ii to them before a letter sent to him this night may reach

him) arrest them, for they are dangerous persons." Copy.
(X. 54.)

Matthew Prior to the [Earl of Dorset.]
Lord Chamberlain.

[1694, March or Api il.
|

—" What we are most talking of

is the choice of a Bishop of Liege. The French, who have
found ways to get that election deferred till the 20-30 April,

have certainly more interest there than we are willing to

believe, and may get the Cardinal of Bouillon elected, though
the Allies denj him passports to go thither. Mr. Dyckvelt

ne thither t > manage the States' interest: the common
voice is thai they are for the Elector of Cologne (who seems
to -land very fair in this conjuncture), though at bottom Your
Lordship will judge, both the States and the Elector of Bran-

denburg would rather have a private person than either the

Elector of Cologne, the Master of the Teutonic Order, or the

Bishop of Breslau, whose families as well as their relation to

thai of Austria might, as affairs may turn hereafter, make
them too potenl princes to prove peaceable neighbours. De
Meyer, their presenl Dean, may probably he the man. if the

Allies' party prevail ;
since their common interest may centre

well enough in him, who is an honest man of no great family,

and an enemj to France,
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"All is in flame and fire al Dresden, and the Elector of

Saxe will have his General Schoning again or will recall his

tr.x.ps. All the world eei the Emperor did a foolish thing

in letting thai affair hang bo long in and the

Elector to have it determined will do a thing twice foolisher.

The accommodation the Imperial Courl offejs "" u
'

'"

Schoning Ins liberty and lei him 3erve the Venetians; and

this we hope may content our hero, If he will be ruled by

his Lnteresl <>r his mistress.

"The French threaten Piedmonl . they Bay they will :

the mountains this month and besiege Coni and bombard

Turin at one time. The Duke of Savoy has been al Milan

where a greal council of war has been held, and we may hope

well enough from thai Bide if we can bul gel our Germans oul

of their winter quarters in any tolerable time, and hindei

them from plundering so very merrily when they are out.

-The French will have fiftj sail of ships-of-war in the

Mediterranean, whereof ten will be first and Becond rates;

I hope they know this at Whitehall.
•

I Bent Your Lordship this trifle of a book because the

satire at the end is said to be Britean's*, and add to \i

song made bj a much worse pod. I have made some n

tions on my lasl letter to Your Lordship, in which I am afraid

I was too presumptuous in representing the slat.- ol my
own poor affairs. I beg Your Lordship to pardon i1 as written

to him who has been mv patron and protei tor from m\ child-

hood." Copy. (X. 56
|

Matthew Priob to Mr. Wolseley, at Brussels.

1694, April 13-23. Hague.— LL
1 have formerly advertised

the office of one Clerk, who went over into England as being

a person much suspected to hold a dangerous correspondence

The Bame Clerk was the lasl week. (I know not upon what

suggestion) stopped at Harwich, and upon some letter he

produced from persons of credil was released again, and came

over in the last packet. At Barwich he gol ti from the

neirlim-nr.- «>l" th«- oitieer to burn > vera! papers and .' : his

coming to Rotterdam was surprised to find thai several

papers he had given to an officer, a Spaniard who came from

England the packet before were qo1 deb

pected. This officer, being a Spaniard horn, now in the

service has a brother who is actually of the Electoi

Bavaria's family. He is jusl now come from Spain. h\ way

of England, is a middle-sized man. black : if by his descrip-

tion you can find oul this person and Beize Clerk's l<

before he reaches Brussels, (I think Clerk lives al Bi i

we may probably discover the correspondence. Thi

had from Dr. du Can, physician to the hospitals, and il

my duty to give them to you as ruin,- ..- I go1 them il

being undoubted that Clerk is a violent Jacobite and

Ni< tola in. ton d< "' "
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employed in frequent voyages to England for no good."

Copy. (X. 58.)

Matthew Prior to the [Earl of Dorset,]

Lord Chamberlain.

1G94. April 30. [N.S.]
—

" Ity an express from Dresden we
bave an account that the Elector of Saxony died there the

27 April— 7 May of the same distemper, and almost in the

same manner, as his Countess. This may give some change

to our affairs on that side, since his brother and successor

is in good English a resty brute, of too much stubbornness

to be convinced by any man, and too much ferocity to be

softened by any woman : a true Dane, and governed by one

of that nation who is a little too partial to the French
interest.

" The French begin to move in Flanders, and letters from
Fiance are all filled with the misery and desolation of that

kingdom, which is really very pressing.
'" This letter may end like my last, with my prayers for

Your Lordship's health and happiness.
"" Spare Dorset's sacred life, decerning Fate,
" And Death shall march through courts and camps in

stati .

" Emptying his quiver on the vulgar great :

" Round Dorset's board let Peace and Plenty dance,
" Far off ht Famine her sad reign advance,
" Ami War walk deep in blood through conquered France.

" A/'i<//o thus began the mystic strain.

• Th Muxes' sons all bowed, and said Amen.'"
Copy. (X. 59.)

The Earl of Pembroke to Matthew Prior.

1694, May 16
| 26]. London.—Complimentary letter, desiring

t continuation of their correspondence. (II. 3)

.Matthew Prior to the [Earl of Dorset.]
Lord Chamberlain.

L694, -lime 1. X.S. Hague.—"It is as natural for us to

mistake as to reason or to see ; so I do not blush to recant
an opinion I have some time embraced that I had already
all that obligation to Your Lordship which a poor man could
possibly owe Ins patron. Your Lordship's letter to me con-
vinces me I was in the wrong, and now I only know that it

' hard tor m <> to comprehend how great Your Lordship's
future favours will he as to Dumber how many your past
hav<- been. I would lain write on this subject, but I really

cannol with any success. I find no expressions of it in any
language I understand : (and one would think Your Lordship

taken sufficient pare to Ijave me instructed in the best).
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What Cowley imagines only of Theron'a liberality is, in matter

of fact, true as bo Your Lordship :

1 Thy bounties to conceal or tell

Is equally impossible.'
" Tis all an immeasurable abyss; and my gratitude like

St. Austin's piety is lost in wonder and veneration."

Postscript. "I shall endeavour bo gel Your Lordship

originals of the hands you mention, fiom Anbwerp or

Brussels. I have seen one of Teniers' here bul it is excessively

dear. My Lord Dursley's memoir by which he bakes l<

of the State- came over bo-day. I have only a verbal order

to stay here till my Lord Faulkland comes over, so they have

made me a minister without one syllable of a commission
to act by ; and ordered me bo receive all bheir letters without

one penny of money to pay their postage." Copy. (X. 60.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1694, May 29 [-June 8]. Whitehall.—Have shown your lettei

of the 1st inst. to the Duke of Shrewsbury, -who bhinks

that there must be somebody entrusted with the care of

passes, and that nobody is so fit for it as yourself, who have

all along done it. The only thing is to make your signing

of as good authority as your late Lord's, that it may not be

questioned at The Brill, or Helvoetsluys, and that His Crate

thinks must be ordered on that side, and by his commands
I have intimated so much by this post bo Mr. Blathwayt,

so that 1 take it for granted it will be done, and when it is

ordered there, if it be necessary, my Lord will take care that

your vouchers be unquestionable at Harwich. You mus1

concert with Mr. Blathwayt how you are to style yourself

in the frontispiece, if that be a necessary ingredient in a

passport.
" This is the first day I have seen Mr. Schweinfurt since

his arrival, but he has brought no books with him. He

remembers you bid him call at Rotterdam for something ;

but he did not find Mr. Kick at home." (II. 4.)

Matthew Prior to [William] Blathwayt.

1694, June 1-11. Hague.—" 1 am promised the Convention

between Holland and Sweden, and shall send it to you in

a day or two. I have also a box from .Mrs. Vander Brent,

whi.'h I shall likewise forward by the first sure occasion.

I know not what change may happen to my affairs upon

my Lord Falkland's death, but take it for granted that

they will prosper in your hands. If 1 am to reside here

any time, I presume either some order to me or letter bo the

president of the week or to the Pensioner will be necessary

for having taken my leave as my Lord Dursley's secretary,

I know not whose I must say I am, if I give in any memorial

or ask any favour. 1 wish I might call myself Secretary, or
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Agent, or what you think proper, on better grounds than

Kick calls himself Consul: but being at present like Sosia

in the comedy ego, necm .' is a very pertinent

question for me to ask myself, 'lis by your kindness. Sir,

thai I -mi to be something, and probably to have sonic foun-

dation laid to my small fortune. I have represented this

to my Lord Chamberlain, who commands me to assure you
that the kindness you are pleased to show me shall he Looked

on as done to himself, and it anything that concerns me is

to be advanced on the other side. His Lordship adds it shall

have all hi- aid and assistance.
"

I am persecuted by tin- refugies about passports as much
as they are by their Grand Louis on a better account: and
like Orpheus I shall be torn in pieces by the women, except

Mm ;nv pleased to instruct me what 1 am to do. and in whose
name I am either to let them go or hinder them. You will.

Sir. 1 hope, pardon your man of one business, and if just

in this conjuncture of my lite I am troublesome, I will remain
all the rest of it with all possible gratitude and respect, etc."

,. (X. 6

Matthew Prior to [James] Vernox.

1694, June 5-15. Hague.
—

" I hope my Lord Duke has his

books, which have been so long coming that if. according to

•r. there be but one Devil, he may be dead in this

while/' Copy. (X. 63.)

to Matthew Prior.

L694, June 8-18. London.—Informing him that he has

seen a letter from Holland to a person at Court stating that
" quelques libertins, ennemis caches du Roi," are resorting

to The Hague, and that Prior is not likely to know enough
of these

-

' esprit- francais," to be on his guard against their

_iis. If Lord Falkland had lived he would have warned
him and forbidden their resort thither. French. (II. 6.)

Matthew Prior to Mr. Knipe, second master of

Westminster School.

1694, • I une s 18. Hague.—" In obedience to the commands
ot my lord and patron I recommend his eldest son Mr. Berkeley
i" your can and protection, and am very glad of the occasion,
;i- well to express my veneration for the school and my resped
to my masters 'here, as to show tin- great duty and obli-

gation | owe ibis young nobleman's family by endeavouring
to have him placed when- he may have an education worthy
of it. My Lord's public affairs have kept his family till now
in Eolland, which is an excuse why you had not your scholar
much sooner, and a reason why he must redeem his time.

He is already as far advanced in Latin as the best masters
he could find here and his strict application to the French



23

would permit; so th.it if he be do! so thoroughly versed

in the classic authors as some of your little Doctor in tin-

Fifth Form, he understands pretty well Historj and

Geography, and is master of a language which in Bpite ol all

i ti.it cicero or Seneca can do will be universal, and by con

sequence must be studied. It is at Westminster he mu i

take that tincture of the ancients, and make those improve

ments in his own language which no othe*-place can give

him. I know he will see younger hoys much before him in

that way; you will find, however, that he has too mucb
fire and emulation in his temper to lei him stay long behind

his neighbours, and such extraordinary natural parts as will

soon enable him to overtake them. I could enlarg* vrery

much in his praises, but instead of making his panegyric I

am to have him taught to make one. I assure you onlj thai

he has wit enough to answer to the greal genius ol the school

I recommend him to, and to mak< him as famous before a

House of Commons at five and twenty as I hop< he will be al

fifteen before an election at Westminster.

"Mr. Berkeley writes a good hand and, I am sure, must

not lose it under you. He has the principles of Arithmetic,

for the practice of which it is absolutely necessary thai some

of his hours be set aside with the master who comes (I think)

thrice a week to the school.
• For Greek, as you please; he may have souk taste ol

it. it u will discourage him to be kept from it; otherwise his

improvement in Latin is the main thing to aim at, for he

has not a great deal of time before him, and will be a man
before we are aware of it.

• His whole education is left to you by his good parent-.

who love him too well to humour him, and will absolutely

have him instructed and not nattered ;
and we doubt not

in the least but that in two years under your hands he will

have solid learning enough to come abroad again, and give

strangers an idea of the greatest school in his own country,

and possibly of any other through which he shall travel.
iw

If you still take boarders. 1 presume my Lord designs

Mr. Berkeley shall be of the number. I have warranted the

success of this whole matter to my Lord; so you will he

pleased sometimes at your leisure to honour me with a line

concerning it, that I may constantly answer your letter-,

and take what care I can of Mr. Berkeley at tin- distance,

and which 1 beseech you to take double since I cannot he

nearer him. I am to represent from In father and mother

(the best that any son was ever blest with) how nearly this

child's education touches them and how heartily thej

you to enter into his interest; and (if it be nol too

bold to mix my own requests to theirs), if I may in the

least have merited in the society or am remembered l>> my
masters, 1 humbly beg that this young gentleman ma\ profit

by it."
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{script.
—"I do qoI trouble the Doctor, having only

my most obedient service to Bend him, and my wishes for

the continuance oi bis health, which I ought i<> do tor the

public good it I had no particular obligations to him." Co}"/.

Sib William Trumbull to Matthew Prior.

1694, June I
_' [-22]. London. "1 am \>\\ desirous qoI

to los< a pari in your friendship which you wen- so kindly

pleased to afford me 1 hope you
will sometimes lit me hear from you
1 will yel venture further, to desire you to send me word il

there be any true French wine of any kind to be had .it The
Hague. It bo, I will send you word (when I know the sort

and price) what quantity I desire, and hope the captain o\

some \ .m lit will not deny me the bringing it safe hither. I

can only add that il you can gratify ni«' therein, I will not

deal with you as a noble person did Lately with my Lady
Dursley." (II. 7.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1694. June 1 _'
|

22]. Whitehall.— "! have your.-; of the 5th

and 8th, and have likewise heard from Mr. Blathwayt that you
have commenced your hist degree in the ministry; may
you go "il and prosper! The next thing we have to do for

youi servicf i- to gel you a warrant for your privy seal, as

well for your being allowed reasonable txtra ordinaries as for

your 20s. //</ <ln m . and that shall he as soon as we know
from what time it is to commence, for which I have wrrit to

.Mr. Blathwayt by tlii^ post

"My Lord Duke |of Shrewsbury] has received your books
and gives you thanks tor them. You seem to have a mind
to wntr i(. His Grace. You not only may do it, but in your
station yon ought to do it, and that as eonstantly as any of

the other foreign ministers ;
and when you have made your

compliments, you must let him know in your own hand all

that passes Mr. Stepney does it with great exactness, and
1 don't doubt but you will make yourself as remarkable;
and so, my grave lesson being finished, I take my leave."

(IL 8.)

.Mniiiilw Prior to the [Earl ok Dorset,]
Lord Chamberlain.

1694, June L2 22. Hague.—"The packet with the mail
o| Friday sennight being taken, and the Letters at the bottom
ot the sea, has saved Your Lordship the reading^ajong letter

from your young minister at The Hague.
' The States received this morning an express. The armies

are within three leagues of cadi other, ours being removed a
little further towards Tirlemont, and the French advanced.
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Our forragers have taken some few prisoners, who agree that

the enemy's horse arc in a bad condition.

'•'The French have passed the Rhine al Philipsburg with

aboul 40,000 men. with design bo ruin the Bergstraes. The

Saxon troops are at length agreed for, and we are pr ised

they shall march presently, so that it they (who are 12,000)

come 1
1

1 » in time to strengthen Prince Louis, who has now

about. 26,000, we may be in a condition tooppose them.
" I told my Lord and patron in the last I w Potx to him '.did

which I presume miscarried), that upon my Lord Falkland

death the King had appointed me to do his busin< s here,

and had given me the title of his Secretary, which without

advancing me something is onl\ giving me leave to | ;1 \ ou1

sometimes eight, sometimes twelve pound- a week for lett< i

for the payment of which I am to solicit the Treasury a year

hence, and get it perhaps in tallies, if it were in my Lord

Nottingham's time, who would neither propose for me uor

oppose against me. Patience! hut as it is I hope Sir

Fleetwood Shepherd, knight, will ask my Lord Duke ol

Shrewsbury (for whose kindness to me on Your Lordship's

account I am infinitely obliged) if His Grace ever heard ot

a professed panegyric poet that was able to advance two

guineas to the public." Copy. (X. 68.)

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

1694, June 12-2:2. Hague.
—"You are sure to he again

plagued with me, because you obliged me yesterday, as with

a common beggar, because you relieved him last time you

met him in the street. Mr. Blathwayt lias (yon know
)
recom-

mended me by letter to the Pensioner; 1 have recourse to

the States as His Majesty's Secretary, and as such pay some

times above a hundred gilders a week for letters. So far all

is well, but you remember what Isaac said : Heir is t/n fin

and the wood, but where is the ram for the offering? Praj

don't give me Abraham's repartee ; but be pleased to advise

me, if I may not justly desire some money may be advanced,

since in all these affairs Mr. Blathwayt turns me over to you.

"You will guess how far my stock will reach in these

matters, it being (as you, my father, ought to know) aboul

two hundred pounds, a sum winch being lent the public will

do His Majesty a world of service.

"I must desire you to advise and assist me in procuring a

privy seal for my appointments from the Isl November,

N.S., that I may dun the Treasury and bring in my extra

ordinaries alreadv disbursed in form and manner as my
forefathers." Copy. (X. 69.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1694, June 15[-25]. Whitehall.—Acquainting him with the

orders made with regard to passports, and asking for
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suggestions as to their improvement. Mr. Frankland reports a

complaint made by the commanders of packet-boats, "that

the two ducatoons so rigorously demanded at The Brill for

being put into a pass Is tne reason or pretence thai many make
t not t" pay their passage, which they stand up for as

being pro Rege, and urge that where there is but 12s. to be

had, it U more due for bringing them over than for a bare

to do it ; bul if 1 were to decide this cont roversj I" t ween

you, I fear I should please neither side, for my determination

would be, where there is so little left as is next to nothing,

both the King and his Secretary should lose their 1 i Lrlit .
Hut

it you won't allow me to be a judge, admit me still to I".

etc. (II. 9.)

Mvithlw Prior to Sii; William Trumbull.

L694, June L9 29 Hague.—" There ie omething more
mysterious in your honouring me with a letter than in all the

prophecies oi om good friend Sir Fleetwood. A person who
has long been Ambassador with the greatest success has

seldom condescended to write to a young secretary ; and I

believe till now a Commissioner of the Treasury never began first

with a minister pet interim abroad ;
but so it has pleased your

_ dn< - to act, and hereafter I shall not wonder that it is

unbounded, but rather receive the blessing and be satisfied

than presume saucirj to inquire into the causes of it: and
now, since you are phased to honour me with your friend-

ship. I will tell you one thing as a secret ; that it is very pro-

bable you will spoil me by encouraging me, and I may
soon have too good an opinion of myself if I am looked upon
so favourably by a man whose judgement all the world allows

to I"- unquestionable. I have delivered your letter to Mr.
Lelienrothe, and by it gained the honour of his acquaintance.
I neither see from him or Moris. Lenthe any new proposals

tending toward- a peace ; I think there will be nothing more
of that kind offered, till this deciding campaign be over, and
/'-// qwaeritur l»\U> was never so true as now. When Count
Kannit/. comes from Vienna, we shall know what terms the

Emperor requires; that Minister may yet defer Ins journey
something longer, if want of money be the reason of his

having deferred it t bus long.

'The armies are encamped still, (as your la>t Flanders
Letters informed you they were), ours at Roosbeeck by
Tirlemont, the French at St. Tron, and two little rivers betwixt
them. His Majestj has ordered bridges and boats to be
ready, bo that il the Enemies retire towards Liege, which
probably they design, we shall salute them at parting at

Rotterdam.
I am told there is true French wine. Within three days

I shall be aide to give vou an account of that matter." Copy.
(X. 71.)
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Matthew Prior to the Di ke 01 Shrewsbi ry.

1694, July .">. [N.S.] "I <l<» nol ask Yovlv Grace's pardon
for not having written to you, <>n your being Secretary ol

State, Duke or Knighl of the Garter: on the contrary I

pretend to make a merit of my Bilence. I really thought It

too presumptuous for me to add a letter to the multitude Your
Grace lias received on these subjects from men of the gr<

worth and quaUty, and was afraid to be jjnpertinent inc<

I could only say that I was glad of all this in my own
particular, when all the nation is SO in general. It i- glad
indeed ; my Lord, i1 ought tobesowhen in thai great station

where yen are it sees a man too good to be tempted l-\ am
thing but steady virtue and too greal to enter into an)
interest but that of his country. Thai Your Lordship
receives new titles at this time is yet another national '_'<"m|

;

it is, in the midst of a war with France, to tell oui enemiee
that the English family their nation mosl dreaded formerlj
is yet in its pristine glory, and it is to add honour to the < >rd< i

of the Garter to have it given to such a subject of our <>w n as

may make our Sovereign's allies ambitious of it. Foi my
own interest indeed, and to act like a barefaced courtier I

ought to congratulate Your Lordship's return to the Secre
taryship. We young politicians begin to hope well of ..in-

future labours when men of your merit and honours condescend
to be our masters ; and the glory of managing a pen under
the Duke of Shrewsbury now will be as greal as thai oi

having drawn a sword heretofore under his ancestors. Your
Grace will excuse my growing a little florid, and lay the blame
upon the grandeur of the subject : it should indeed have
been treated in verse, but I despaired of coming up to the
height of it ; and would rather have Your Grace esteem me
an indifferent secretary than know me to be a bad poet."

Copy. (X. 77.)

Matthew Prior to the Duke of Shrewsbi bi

1694, July 9. [N.S.] Hague.—" I send Your Grace the

copy of an order of which the Pensioner sends the original

by one way and by another an authentic copy of it. taken
by me, here, to Vice-Admiral ETopson, so thai he may be sure

to receive either the one or the other. The Pensioner and
the Secretaries of the Admiralties here are of opinion thai

it is necessary to our sea affairs that a more frequenl and
regular communication be established as to what regards our
convoys and cruisers, and that 1 should be instructed in these

points from England, so as from time to time to be able to

inform them here as to the number of ship- we have out,

and where they are, for that from this side very often th.y

could send advices necessary for our Commanders 3

knowledge,
if they knew where in probability Buch advices mighl find

them. On this side they say I shall have an account ol theij

ships, as well of the time and occasion of their going out, as oi
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the stations fchey are to keep. Mi*, de Wilde. Secretary to the

Admiralty of Amsterdam, gives me this enclosed list, and the

route the ships therein mentioned are to take which (Your

Grace observes) does no way contradicl the King's order, for

that as many of these twelve ships shall join Vice-Admiral

Hopson as shall be judged sufficienl to make a squadron strong

enough to meet Bart,* which will be proportioned to the

number Vice-Admiral Bopson shall have, to make about twelve

iu all. ;it least more than ten, the number mentioned in the

order : the rest of the Dutch to cruise as may he judged

convenient, of which 1 shall send Your Grace an account as

1 may have it from the Admiralties here.'" Copy. (X. 72.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

1694. July 7-17. Hague.—"Nine of the Dutch squadron

are already gone out to join ours; the other three, being of

that squadron which were lately ill-treated by De Bart, are

n.it vet in a condition to follow, but will he in few days.

Of this I have written to my Lord Duke of Shrewsbury, as

likewise of Mr. de Wild's opinion that some of the Dutch
ships may he spared to act separately. I do not perceive

but that the Dutch in general hear their late losses with the

constancy of the old Romans. They have prattled a little at

Amsterdam, and the peacemakers there look on that business

as near done.
" The Prince and Stadtholder of Fries[land] has lately

been there. He is come hither, and is going with his Princess

and her sister to a barony he has between Gorcum and
Schonhoven." Copy. (X. 76.)

The Duke of Shrewsbury to Matthew Prior.

1694, July 10 |-20]. Whitehall.— 1
' I . . . have acquainted

the Commissioners of the Admiralty with what the Pensioner

proposes about a mutual communication in relation to convoys

and cruisers, which I don't doubt hut they will approve of.

** Paul Brissac, a French gentleman, having lived some
time in the English plantations in America, and done con-

siderable service against the French in those parts, and
coming now to complain of the injury done him some lime

since by a Dutch privateer, who seized his. effects contrary

to all justice on board an English ship, it is Her Majesty's

pleasure that you give him what assistance you can towards

his obtaining a reparation according to the equity of his cause,

which 1 leave to him more fully to instruct you in." Signed.

(11. 11.)

The Same to the Same.

1694, .July 17 [-21]. Whitehall.
—

" A complaint being brought

to the Council (whereof the enclosed is a copy) against a

* I.e., tli>' celebrated naval commander, Jean Bart, originally s e u-gair,

ol Dunkirk.
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Dutch man-of-war called the Dolphin for abusing some
Custom House officers in the river, and the ship having Bailed

before I could speak with the captain of her (as was directed),

the Council have since thoughl til thai the information should

be sent into Holland, and a fitting representation be made
of it there, that such an insolence ma\ qo1 go unpunished,

but that the offenders be called to a staSST accounl for the

affront put upon their .Majesties' authority in the violence

used towards their officers while employed in discharge "I

their duty." Signed. (II. L3.)

James Vernox to Matthew Prior.

1694, July 17[-27]. Whitehall. "" Yesterday I received yours

of the 6th inst. 1 think I know Charles Macartie, and if it

be the same, I suppose his coming over will he of no greal

consequence."
"As to the letter of advice sent you by an unknown hand.

I have been ruminating upon it, I once thought of t a kin-

notice of it to Blancard (which I have opportunities enough

to do), but since he has never mentioned anything like it

to me, I know not whether I should do you any service in it.

Solomon with all his wisdom does not resolve that difficulty

whether one should answer a fool according to hi- folly but

gives his reasons pro and con. A man that pleases hims U

with ill-natured admonitions that he can't keep [n, while he

passes for one unknown, perhaps may think n<> i e oJ il

but if he finds himself hunted out and discovered, he maj

think himself under a necessity of justifying it. and whether

he -does that well or ill, one may have one's quiel discompos< d

by it. He that accuses me to myself will have enough to

do to have the better of me, but if I'll challenge him before

a judge, I may be very innocent and ye1 have hut a i hance

for being declared so'. You may therefore guess at my
opinion of the matter. But it being your concern, perhaps

you may have better considered it in another [sic], and ii you

think it fit, I'll speak to Blancard in the way you would have

me, and if it he worth while, I don't doubt hut to make you

rightly understand one another.

"In the meanwhile 1 hope you are above being disturbed

at such a greeting, nor do [think it worth much enquiry

who it is that is so officious, at least that i1 hould take wind

you are in any concern aboul it. Some that don i love

Blancard would* be glad to see you at variance with him. hut

I don't see of what use it will he to you t<> enter into then

sentiments. Many of them have not much more to

and therefore their quarrels are of no greal consequence ;

but any other that shall thrust himself in anion- them maj

(as George Porter phrased it) meet now and then with a

random kick. In short, if the advice he g 1. one would take

the hint and say no more of it : if >t [be] misdirected, let the

man have his letter again when he calls for it.



• U to your Btylfi vou would be informed m—May it please

Your Gract was used by our forefathers ;
but I think My Lord

w ,11 enough in' tin- generation, and a syllable or two

is well Baved

"Your privy seal is ordered to eommence from .November

Let, but we are not yet resolved upon what paper to write

the warrant : foi we have a Stamp Act that makes every-

body ridiculously cautious: hut we shall have the .Judges'

opinions within two or three day-." (11. 12.)

Matthew Peiob to the Duke of Shrewsbury.

L694, August •'{. [N.S.] Hague.— Has acquainted the Pen-

sioner with the complaint against the Dolphin, which will be

beard l>\ the Admiralties. "Most of the officers and seamen

of this unhappy ship are Lost; it being the vessel which

perished some time since in company with the Rotterdam on

the coasts of Zeeland : and the captain himself still under

examination for his ill conduct on that occasion." Copy.

(X SO)

James Vernoh to Matthew Prior.

L694, July -»1 [-August 10]. Whitehall.
—

"As for Debordes,

it he be a dangerous man. I despair of seeing him hoc since

it i- unknown in what ship he comes over, or where he is like

to land. If it prove to be one rogue more got into the herd
;

we know not how to help it."
•

I must thank you for your news, and should think

It as much obliged for it if you did not give yourself

the trouble to write it with your own hand." (II. 16.)

The in ki: mi Shrewsbury to Matthew Prior.

1694, .lulv :!l
!
August 10]. Whitehall.— " 1 -end you

enclosed a copy of Vice-Admiral Hopson's letter winch I

,,-d this day from the Admiralty. The use to he made
,,t [\ ,- to insinuate as you nave occasion, that it would con-

tribute much to the common good of the service il the ships

employed against he Barl were (lean and better sailors,

ana acquainl the Pensioner with it. who may think it of con-

sequence to gel some <>l the- -hip- changed tor others that

will he more useful." Signed. (II. L5.)

Matthew Priob to the Duke op Shrewsbury.

1694, August 7 IT. Hague. I informed Mr. Vernon last

pOSl thai I had given Copies Ol 'he list of OUr cruisers to the

northward into the Pensioner's hands, which he had for-

warded to the Admiralties of Amsterdam and the Maas.
•

| have since laid before him the substance of 5Tour Grace's

letters ot the 31st .Inly, with a copy of that from Vice Admiral

Qopson ot the 29th upon which the Pensioner writes to Mr.
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de Wilde now at Amsterdam ; and if that Admiralty be in

a condition to send any light frigates lo Vice-Admiral
Hopson, or change any of those already with him for others
that are cleaner, he commands me to assure Your Grace it

shall be done."
" I told the Pensioner of the two ships sentrto the Straits

of which I ought to have been able to give an account in

England : he could only answer that the Admiralties thought
that communication should only regard the ships sent north-
ward. I urged as plainly as I could that there was no reason
to have understood or made any restriction, and for the future
the communication will be general. Of this I have likewise

spoken to Mr. Sasse at Rotterdam, and will do so to Mr. de
Wilde, who will be at The Hague about the end of the week.

" I am glad Your Grace approves of the States' resolution
upon the complaint I made. I have spoken to the Admiralties,
I hope, so effectually as that their particular orders may be
given to the officers under their distinct jurisdictions so effec-

tually as to hinder such insolences for the future.
" The Pensioner and Secretary of the Admiralty of

Rotterdam complained of some abuses on this side from some
of our officers. I desired them, if there was any ground
for such a complaint, that it might be fairly drawn up, and
that I would lay it before Your Lordship, and promised to

have all abuses of that kind redressed on our side.
" That Heaven and Earth might witness bear

That Justice stood by Marie's throne,

Nor could they doubt if right from her

On others' subjects should be shown,
When they reflected with what care

She asked it for her own."
Copy. (X. 81.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1694, August 10 [-20]. Whitehall.—" If you think I can
answer all the questions that a versed man can ask about
passes, I must tell you you are mistaken. All I know is that
John Mackye stops whom he will at Harwich, and whom he
pleases he lets go ; and you may do so at The Brill if you can.

It has been an old complaint on this side and that against

yachts, merchant-men and convoys that they smuggle pas-

sengers. The Admiralty have been told of it, and promise

a remedy, but the current of iniquity is too strong and bears

all down before it; one must, however, struggle, and when
one catches an offender one must make him pay his forfeit.

"Your Debordes has been here, and unless we had hig

charge as well as the man, we don't know what to say to

him. The Emperor's resident has appeared with him : he

did it in respect to a broad seal at his commission, for I am
confident he knows no more of him ; and we have let him go
in deference to His Excellency's character." (II. 18.)
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James Vernon to Matthew Prtor.

1694. August 14 [-24]. Whitehall.
—

" You are very merry

with the commissions sent you by Bob the envoy. If you
don't like to be pul upon those searches, you may delegate

them to Abraham Kirk, who may do it sans consequence. I

find him very desirous to thrust himself into business, and
it he can'1 Lrct something thai no body else will meddle withal,

1 don'l know what will become of him.'" (II. 20.)

James Vernoe to Matthew Prior.

1694. August 28 [-September 7|. Whitehall.—" Mr. Smith
has not yet brought your bill of extraordinaries. and when
h- does vou may he sure it will meet with no delay here, and
I believe Mr. Montague will be as friendly to you at the

Treasury as be is to Mr. Stepney, who does not labour under
the arrears thai some others of our foreign ministers are to

be pitied for. 1 suppose you will put your former allowance of

5007. into your own extraordinaries. for that, my Lord Dursley
thinks, will be the best way. The ministry, I hope, won't
prove so pool' a profession as you imagine it at present, and
von may be assured of all the helps we can give to reconcile
you well together." (II. 21.)

Matthew Prior to the [Earl of Dorset,]
Lord Ce wiukrlain.

1694, Septembi c 10. \.S. Eague. " We begin now to
think there will be no greal thing done this campaign in

Flanders, the Fren< b are retired on the other side of Courtray,
have a greal many fortified town- on that side under the
cannon of which they can avoid battle. The season is far

our pioneers senl to their towns, and (in all appearance),
excepl His Majesty can fall on the French rear at parting, he
will save his army and content himseli with the honour of

having saved Maastrichl and Li£ge, as of having shut up
,md fatigued his enemy the whole campaign.

'The resl is all m\ own affairs. My Lord Dorset has
been pleased to favour them since I was ten year old, so at
nine and twenty I need make no apology for my troubling
him with them. I have represented to Your Lordship that
the King has made me hi secretary here till he thinks good
to name another minister, which adds a good deal of

authority to very little merit, and has given me much
credit, but as yel nol one penny of money. However, it

me in very good light, and I doubl not but your Lord-
ship's continued Favours to me will keep me in it."

I »• lires Lord Dorsel - recommendation of him to Lord
Portland and the Duke of Shrewsbury thai he maj be
thoughl ot when His Majesty fills the posl he supplies per
interim. Copy. (X. 84.

)
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The Duke of Shrewsiu ky to Matthew I'ltnm.

1694, September 4 [-14]. Whitehall.—" If enquiry be

made what orders are given about protecting their [tin-

Dutch] ships employed in the herring fishing, you may
answer that the orders are as usual in thai particular : bul

in reality the places where our people lisli mi tin- i

Norfolk and Suffolk are looked upon to be Srafcinct, and not

to lie in common to strangers; so that tin- stations of our

convoy on this service will be like to be at a greater distance

from the Dutch fishery than that any considerable assistance

can be expected from them : which 1 only tell you for your

own information, and don't think it proper you Bhould make
further use of it, but only t<> express in general terms thai

it is not to be doubted but either side will give our another

the mutual succour they ought to do." (II. 22.)

Matthew Prtor to [James] Vernon.

1694, September 11-21. Hague.
—"Here is a famous

pere <l< Voratoire, his name Vasere, just come from France,

whether with a design to change his religion, as he pretends

or to be a spy, as some imagine, is yet uncertain, lb- is a

man of good learning, and keeps company with such here.

I have had the curiosity to talk with him ;
he answers very

frankly to any questions put to him in discourse ;
talks very

particularly of the miseries of France, that more have die<|

in Paris these six last months than have done upon an usual

computation in two years ; that the premier President de

Paris said in his hearing, Helas ! tout le rot/atone est devenu

U7i grand hopital ; and that Monsieur has been forced to

break off his table three times this year for want of money
to buy daily provisions; that neither the Dauphin or Moris,

de Luxembourg are very well in Court; and the Grand

Monarch grown so gouty, peevish and superstitious, (three

excellent qualities) that nobody knows w hat to do with

him. I know not if anything of this is worth acquainting His

Grace with, or if His Grace would have me ask him any thing

which may be thought for their Majesties' service.

"I have satisfied the Pensioner in what regards the Dutch

herring fishers being protected by our men-of-war in

a manner as His Grace commanded me, and to inform you

of my having done so is (I take it) something modester than

to trouble my Lord Duke with a letter only to say 1 had done

so. You will please to lay the contents of this before Hie

Grace." Copy. (X. 86.)

W. Smythe to Matthew Prior.

1694, September 28 [-October 8]. Inner Temple. Recom-

mending him to employ Mr. Powys in his financial transactions

with the Treasury; he "is a man of -r.at diligence, skill,

integrity and ability, and will always be near to attend Mr
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Montague in your business, and one who I know is not mer-

cenary and will be very punctual in his correspondences.

Be does all Mr. Cresset's business, and, I believe, very much

to his satisfaction." (VIII. 5.)

Matthew Prior to the Duke of Shrewsbury.

1G94. October 19-29. Hague.—" His Majesty was yesterday

morning in the Council of State, where having read and

approved the State of the War for the next year he went into

the Assembly of the States General, to whom the Council of

State presented the State of the War, which according to custom

is sent to the several Provinces to be by them consented to

and senl back to the States General for their confirmation.

It consists in their keeping on foot the same troops, in their

raising recruits to render their regiments complete, and adding

to their artillery.
" His Majesty's convoy will be strengthened by seven

or eight Dutch vessels. My Lord Carmarthen is gone down

to give all necessary orders for his voyage." -Copy. (X. 88.)

Matthew Prior to the Duke of Shrewsbury.

1694. November 9. N.S. Hague.
—

" Whilst the Duke of

Shrewsbury is Secretary of State, the least have access to

him. and the meanest are relieved. 'Tis on this account that

I daiv write immediately to Your Grace on so inconsiderable

a business as that of my fortune. Whilst the Court was

here I took the boldness to represent to my Lord Portland

and Mr. Blathwayt that whenever His Majesty pleased to

supply the ministry here, I had no other pretension than

that of throwing myself in the packet-boat and making the

best of my way for England ; that, if I was to be left here, it

was no way proper for me in this post to scramble at ordinaries

with Switzers or French Protestants ; that a little house

this winter would be convenient in so cold a country as

Holland; that it was not handsome for me to go to the

toner or Secretaries on foot, whilst they sent their clerks

back again in coaches ; and that myself and servants could

ii< .1 Bubsisl with any tolerable credit upon twenty shillings

a day. which tallies and the change of money hardly bring

beyond eighteen : that the public Ministers, owning me with

regard to the title I was commanded to take of the King of

England's Secretary, came to visit me, and that I could not

go to them or to Court when I was too dirty. My Lord
Portland was pleased to think my pretensions were rather

founded on reason than vanity, and assured as well my Lord
Lexington as Mr. Blathwayl and myself that he would move
it to Hi- Majest) and get it fixed on this side, so that I hoped
to have given Your Grace no trouble in so small a matter
at a time when those of the greatest moment are to be formed
and guided by your care and conduct ; but the King going

hence this morning in order to embark, 1 had no opportunity
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of seeing my Lord Portland or he of speaking to the King ;

so I humbly lay my circumstances before Your Grace and
desire only to be added to the multitude whom you daily
oblige. I ventured to tell mv Lord Portland that my requests
were no way irregular, thai Mr. Poley, who was only called

Qentilhomme Anglais, had an allowance of j&ree pounds a

day, as had likewise Mr. Stepney at Vienna with the same
character of Secretary which I have here; and thai I did

not question but that Your Grace would assist my request

in England if His Lordship (as has happened) should be hurried

hence without an opportunity of representing it." Copy.
(X. 90.)

Matthew Prior to the Duke of Shrewsbury.

1694, Nov. 9-19. Hague.—" His Majesty (Your Grace
Avill have known) set sail yesterday afternoon. Prince Vaude-
mont set forward in the evening towards Brussels.

" Count Kaunitz assisted yesterday at the Congress, as

his Lady does every evening at the assemblies. His equipage

is preparing extreme rich [sic], and he designs to make a

great figure, which has already thrown the seeds of discord

between the Countess of Kaunitz and Madame Lilieroot,

the Swedish Envoy's wife. Vive la guerre .'

'"I lately troubled Your Grace with such a letter <»l my
own affairs that nothing can be bolder but my not asking

your repeated pardon for it ; Fortune may starve my body
if she pleases, but shall never lessen my ambition/" Copy.

(X. 93.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1694' Nov. 13 [-23]. Whitehall.—" Your plenipotentiary

has had audience of my Lord Duke and represented the

state of your affairs as well as his own. His Grace intends

to know the King's pleasure upon both : which, I hope, will

stay your stomach till everything can be done in their order.

I have seen Mr. Blathwayt, who still thinks it more feasible

to get you helped in the necessary charges you mention by

adding them to your extraordinaries than by an augmen-

tation of allowance, if it were but for the precedent's sake.

So that if my Lord should consult him before he speaks to

the King as it is fit. he should know originally how far it has

proceeded. I can't answer it won't end there; hut I think

you ought to be indifferent whether it doth or not, tor loo/.

by a bill of extraordinaries is very like ion/, by a privy seal

I hope you believe me, I shall be glad to hear you ire

mounted, though we have more dirt and 1 have further to

go in it." (II. 28.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portl.wm

1694, December 3. N.S. Hague.—Letter of thanks for the

Earl's espousal of his cause. "••Our ministi afinitely

satisfied with His Majesty"* speech and the ouverture of
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the Parlement. I know not if one of our Northern neuters
-:- as he thinks.

::

Copy. (X. 94.)

.Matthew Prior to [James] Vernon-

.

1694, Dec. 4-14. Hague.— "Yesterday one Wall, brother

to my Lady Oglethorp, came to me and gave me an
count that he, being here on his private concerns, and his

circumstances being low, being likewise amongst the Jacobites

here, and looked upon as one of that party, has been solicited

by one Edward Robert- at Amsterdam to help forward a

correspondence between those of that party in France and
their brethren in England ; and has; accordingly consented
to accept the -arne employment. He promises, as such letter-

come to his hands, to -end them to rne. If there be anything
rth noting in the letters he shall send me. I shall take copies

of them, and send them to you. forwarding the original-

In a post or two I snail know more of this affair ; the man's
business in the meantime is a little money, which, I told him,
he should not want if he gave rne any information worth it.

*" In order to deserve he ha- c/iven me this book, which
Roberts, who holds the Jacobite correspondence, gave to

Wall, to be delivered by a friend of Wall's who was going

some time since into England, according to its address, to

Mr. Peter Welsh at Mr. Evance's near the Wheal Sheaf in the
Old Bailey. It is only a Dutch Comedy, but that could
hardly be the design of the present : the margin is. I beli-

filled with writing, some of which upon applying it to the

fire is come out, a- you -ee. but so imperfectly that I can
make nothing of it. I presume there is some other way of

fetching the letters out. and choose rather to recommend
it to you, plot-finders of the office, whose trade it is to kr.

these matters, than to hazard the spoiling my plot by tam-
ing with my own ignorance to bring it forth. This may

be a trifle or a thine/ of consequence, God knows : as I have
more light in the matter I shall inform you. and you will

tell me what I am to do to hold my Proteus." Copy.

Matthew Prior to [James] Vernon.

1694, Dec. 4-14. Hague.— " I am infinitely obliged to

my Lord Duke's g dnese and Mr. Vernon's intercession :

and have read Seneca too often to be discouraged at the dis-

tintment. I arn too old to cry for a coach, and too young
to have a real want of one : and ought to be satisfied with
my pension, it the Government i- satisfied with my servi

if I considex that I have le.-s than I desired and more than
I deserved

\o id quod >: id quod pot

mow you I am not out of humour. I remember that 100J

in a bill of extraordinaries is very- like 100/. by a privy seal.
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1 hope therefore, a coach, to be hired when I bave business,
may be allowed: else, take five gilders from ten gildei
there remain but five, and consequently I mu those
days in which [ give in memorials or \>>\ risite The 3mall
equipage of three rascals may come in likewise, and the bouse
rent for reasons not unlike the former." (

James Vernon to M\ttmk\\ Prior.

1694, Dec. 7 [-17]. Whitehall. Mr. Blatb Uing
here this evening, I carried him up to my Lord Duke,
'•nrl their chief discourse was about your concerns M\ Lord
thought no difficulty would be made in passing upon your
extraordinaries some reasonable demands, and they were
both of opinion not to move the King in it beforehand, as
thinking his consent more easily to be obtained when the
expense was made

;
therefore it will now become your prudence

not to let it be excessive, or what may endangi r a refusal

"I have also acquainted His Grace with what you wi

about my Lady Oglethorp's relation: he likes the pro]

and thinks it ought to be encouraged. It is certain Roberts
is an inveterate fellow: and one thai shall gel into an inti-

macy with him may know something; bul whether this

person be of a talent for it you will judge best. Howi
my Lord Duke thinks a trial ought to 1,.- made, and what
considerations you give him will be allowed. I suppose you
will do it sparingly at the beginning, till you see what In- is

capable of performing.
" I have sent the book to our wise men in the art, thai they

may try what they can brinr: to light : the man it was dir<

to we know to be 3tuffed full of malice and disaffection.

Therefore, any letters sent to him will be fit to be looked
into."' (II. 29.)

Matthew Prior to .Mr. Wall.

[1694,] Dec. 8-18. [Hague.] "It seems strange enough
to me that .Mr. Roberts, who proposed the matter of which
w- have t ro.it f-H together, should nut b<- kind enough to help

you for some time, and it is unhappy enough th.it your cir-

cumstances will not give you time thai I may be able t<> assisl

you. I will not venture my sentiments "t this affair further

in pen and ink, and can only assure you thai upon uh.it you
propose to ui<- you shall nol want encouragement, il you can

find means to give me anything upon which I may depend."
Copy. (X. 97.)

Matthew Priob t., [George] Stepney.

1694, Dec. 11-21. Hague.—"] have yours "f this day
sennight, and am admiring that people who t.dk oi •">/

a day, then 41., now MXW. equipage, and now nothing, in your
case, should be so regularly resolved in mine as not to help

£12745



me because they want a precedent : they have all sorts of

weapon- i Beej and keep us, as you advised me to keep my
virago, .it arm's length : and we must e'en arm ourselves in

the Apostle's magazine with the helmet of patience and the

sword of faith. There is certainly nothing more irregular

than the last proposal of 2001. in a lump : but that is an
objection that 1 ought nol t<> start, but that we are talking

only oi examples and precedents ; and I think Mr. Blathwayt's

advice may be our pis atter, though 1 see no harm in t'other,

.t- Pascio -aid of his pupils going to church. Believe me
hard knows no more of my Lord Dorset's mind than he

does of your negotiation, and would offer the 100/. a year as

liberally to Ben Conway, whom he never saw but once, as

to nir whom lie has known this eighteen year. The gravity

of his follies is (insufferable, and he wants a tutor more than
my Lord Buckhurst. 1 thought you were not such a

Btranger in Israel as to fancy he expects to be believed : but
get you have been in a country where all the beaux have

such faces and mines, and the Privy Councillors are all drunk
by three after dinner.

"I am well enough affected to a seat in the office, i.e., in

case our projects abroad fail, to have it promised, that I may
have the offer, rather than, having no provision here if a
minister should be sent, to be obliged to make the campaign
with Mr. B ; but I had much rather have Ratisbon,
and consequently be in state to join Lord Lexington en cos

w Inch you know answers to the plan we propose
to ourselves of making our forces joined so formidable in

the Empire. However, I say, from a seat in the office one
may leap abroad after having learnt the routine, and we

precedents of this matter from my Lord Arlington to

father Vernon.
" Shwinfort is in the right of it to fancy himself fit for

an employment of which he wants the emoluments. Hughes,
\mm will find, has just the same sentiments ; 'tis all a game,
Catt, and we that are partners are rather to hold up our cards
than blame our adversaries for peeping into our hands, or
endeavouring to trump the cards we hope to make our tricks

by. I do not find, that we are drawing near a peace, so
U\ they will not leave me a year only upon the questions
,ud quomodo? at Ratisbon. You do well to stop inter-

lopers, however, and 1 see you distinguish my interests no
otherwise from your own than by embracing them with more
zeal. Pray take your leave of our friends in Channel Row
and ot Lord Dorset. May be, be may send me something
t<> begin house keeping. Sec Lady Orrery too, and desire
to know it 1 may be serviceable to her in anything here.

Ollinda Is miraculously recovered from folly, and (if one may
believe her scrawl) resolves to be resnabel. I am perfectly
friends with her : how easily we pardon those we love ! and
count that for certain which we have a mind to hope ! and
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if it wore not for the dear deceit, who would desire life and
brigue foreign employments, when at home one may find

twenty ready ways of dying? or who would be vexed aboul
extraordinaries, whilst arsenic is but nine pence an ounce,
and a rope costs but three halfpence '.

" Copy. (X. 98 9.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Tim ubi ll

[1694, Dec. II 21.]—"] have not writ a greal while
to m\ u'ood Iricud and patron. Sir William Trumbull, but then
too I have not dunned a Commissioner of the Treasury with
whom I pretend to have some interest, so I hope my modesty
on one side may atone my neglect on the other, and you will

not be surprised if I touch only on : / am extremely obliged I"

you for having giv< n your acquaintanci and protection to a young
man in my circumstances ; and immediately change my note

to: God in heaven bless Your Honour; relievi a poor creatun

in a strange count))/. Necessity, Sir, has as little manners
as it has law; and when one is really starving, 'tis in vain

to be told one is impertinent. Hitherto I have borrowed and
done pretty well : those who lent me money and are not

yet paid have had the trouble on't, but for want of more
such civil persons I begin to be a little troubled myself

There is a great correspondence between the stomach and
the heart : one is out of humour commonly when one is

hungry ; and it is time to think what friends 1 have at

Whitehall when Famine sits triumphant on the cheeks of my
two footmen and the ribs of my two horses. You will be

pleased to take this into your consideration, when Mr. Powys
presents Your Lordship my extraordinaries." Copy. (X. 100.)

Matthew Prior to (James] Vernon.

1694, Dec. 14-24. Hague.— " I have yours of this day

sennight. I am infinitely obliged to my Lord Duke, but tin-

will better be seen by my obedience to his commands than

by any compliments I can make to a man of his quality and

business.

"Mr. Wall has been with me again, and brought me two

letters enclosed under cover to him : they were directed to

Mr. Stephen Montage at Garraway's Coffee-House, but are

really for EdAvard Roberts at Amsterdam : they are written

from one R. Downes, which, 1 presume, is a sham name for

one that is with my Lord Middleton at St. Germains. In

one of the letters Downes sends him the Paris Gazette, and

tells him he will take care to have his money returned as

soon as he can, and advises him to write under cover to Mr

Lanyon : the other letter, of which I send you a copy, is writ,

you see, in a cant. I had a seal made in two hours with

which I sealed again these letters, and returned them to W all .

so that I presume it impossible to be known they have been

opened. I have instructed Wall to get the key to this cant
(
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and have taken such measures by the Pensioner's assistance

as to be able to get from the Post Office at Amsterdam such

letters as Roberts himself may put in for the future, the

copies of which you shall have if they contain anything

material. In the meantime I have given Wall some moderate

encouragement, which I shall increase as he continues to be

serviceable.
" Sir James Hayes is just now with me : he is very sick,

and, because he does not know how soon he may be called

to another world, is willing to discharge his conscience of

a piece of roguery which he has lately found out in this. 'One

Rice ' (he says), ' an Irishman in Captain Napper's Company
in the Duke of Leinster's Regiment, and one Sanders in Colonel

Coy's Regiment have deserted, sold their horses at Louvain,

and by the Jesuits at Ghent were recommended to those

of Antwerp to get a pass by the means of Hackett of

Rotterdam. In the boat ' (where Sir James met them) ' these

two persons found a quartermaster of my Lord of Essex's

Regiment,' (whose name Sir James knows not) ' who has been

kind enough to Rice and Sanders either to put one or both

of their names into the "passport he had for himself and a

sergeant, or to faye [sic] an attestation for Rice under the

name of Boswix, and make Sanders pass for his own sergeant.'

They are on board one ship, a Scotchman bound for London.

Do you think fit to have them searched and charged ?

Liberavi animam meam." Cojyy. (X. 101.)

Matthew Prior to [James] Vernon.

1694, Dec. 18-28. Hague.—" Since my last Sir J. Hayes
has been several times with me : he is coming to you in a

post or two, but is really very sick, so I send you the infor-

mation with which he charges me for fear he should die by
the way, as merchants do their second bills in case their first

miscarry. He says that Father Hughes, commonly called

Father James, the Fathers Hurly, Everard, the two Joyces

and the Confessor of the English Dominicans at Brussels, as

likewise one Shaw, a physician at the same town, who was
companion and bedfellow to Tilly, suspected to have been

hired to fire our magazines and run away upon that suspicion,

and one Thompson do all encourage and entertain spies and
deserters, and recommend them to one Hackett, a merchant
at Rotterdam, whom the Pensioner and Government here

know to be a very disaffected man. This Hackett gets passage

for such deserters and spies in merchant vessels, and helps

them underhand into England.
" That Thompson (of Brussels) procures passes there for

such spies and deserters under the notion of their being

burghers, which he did for one Butler, who went for France

in or about November last, having a token from King James
to the Government of Mons to receive him kindly at his arrival

thither. Of his gang is likewise one Chambers, a tailor, who
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lived formerly in Duke's Court in St. Mfortin'e Lane, and rail
from thence (as a Papist and a Jacobite ought to do) to liv< it

Brussels. That the Confessor in Mfons. Wolseley's absence hae
obtained a passport of the Elector [of Bavaria] for m\ Lord
Stafford by the interest of Count Sanfre, to whom he had
letters that recommended my Lord Stafford to tin- Count,
from some great men in Germany. That «¥ Lady Fingale
and Madam Shelden of the English Nunnery ;ii Brussel
supply these deserters and villains with linen and money,
and recommend them for passports to Count S.inln. the
Elector's Grand Chamberlain, and Don Andreas, who are kind
enough to the fair sex and the fathers to procure these
fellows passports, by the means of which they give the King'e
enemies intelligence and convey letters to France.
"That these Fathers Hurly, Hughes and the two Joyces

frequent the house of one FitzSimmons belonging to the
Post Office of Brussels, and carry spies and deserter- to
FitzSimmons' house to dinner, in order to recommend them
to FitzSimmons' acquaintance : that FitzSimmons intercepts
any letters for these fathers and their lay saints as they think
may be written against them or their interest, which letters
FitzSimmons returns to the fathers : that FitzSimmons has
a son at Douay, and his wife under pretext of visiting this

son goes into France and carries intelligence thither; that
she went last summer from Douay into the French (.imp.
and brought intelligence from thence to Brussels of several
persons, who having been in France were suspected as not
true to that Court's interest and consequently not to be
trusted by that party at Brussels, particularly one Fitzgerald
(she named) who had been Lieutenant in King James' guard.
and had quitted that service. That one Captain Hawly of
Sir Bevil Greenville's Regiment had been at Brussels with
this FitzSimmons frequently, and is regarded by him and
the party as a man true to their interests, and has been trusted

by Mrs. Clough (who is the woman I searched by .Mr. Wolseley's
advice) to write letters to Tilly, since absconded, as h< in-

thought to have a design to set on fire the magazines, of which
design all these fathers above mentioned were acquainted at

Ghent. The persons who interest themselves tor the deserters

are, Clark, a Jesuit, who recommends them to one Swintorn,
another Jesuit at Antwerp. At Ghent is likewise one
Brockshaw : these supply deserters with money. ;i pistole to

each, and send them to Sir James Gerarcline at Dunkirk,
to Major Mackarty at Lisle, and to Hackett at Rotterdam."
Copy. (X. 102.)

Matthew Prior to [James Vernon.
|

1694, Dec. 18-28. Hague.—"I send you enclosed wh.it

you will have viva voce from your baronet, Sir James
Hayes, who looks more like a ghost than a witness : and it

dying people speak truth (as my nurse has told me), one
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may very well believe his narration. The use you will make
of it. [ presume, will be to lay it before the Honourable

Mods. Wolseley, since most of the rogues lie in his province.

For Hackett. who Lb in mine, we know him already: he is

correspondent to Roberts at Amsterdam, of whom I have
given you an account. I have employed your terrier to

unkennel another rogue or two here, who do all they can in

the vineyard of iniquity : which as soon as I have done, I

will he sure to return you your spy. and if he miscarries in

coming, it is not my fault."" (X. 105.)

.Matthew Prior to [Charles] Montagu.

L694, Dei. l'1 31. Hague.
—"I think I never write to

you hut to ask you to do me some favour, or to thank
you for having done it ; yet even in these terms you have
prevented me one Letter, and got me 600Z. before I had the

face to ask it. "I'is a strange ambition this of yours, my
dear .Master, that does not content itself with less than the

happiness of all those you have honoured with your friend-

ship, and makes you descend from your own greatness to lift

us a step or two nearer to you. I have two or three good
thoughts and similes upon this occasion, but they are fitter

for a dedication than a letter, so I will put them in my com-
monplace book, till, having completed some years hence

my memoirs, I humbly offer them to my Lord Treasurer of

England. In the meantime to be true to my custom, having
received your last most particular favour, I am clearing the

way towards another. My affairs here are well, and the man
of business thinks better of me than I deserve. How long

I may continue in this secretaryship you, my good patron,

will soonest know. If the King names no man of quality

before he comes to us. J may take it for granted I am to con-

tinue here some time, of which 1 should be very glad, as what
may place me in a good light and make me known ; but I

hear from some of the great ones here, who are my friends,

His Majesty will supply the post. So we must cast about
in time. What offers is Ratisbon, where we have no minister,

and where if I were 1 should not be out of the way for

Secretaire dt VAmbassade when a peace may come to be treated.

The project of such a Secretary in some months, of which
Mr. Blathwayt and Lord Lexington have spoken here, is fallen

;

for I may tell my dear Master. Mons. Harlay, whom you
have heard to have been at Maastricht with two other French
gentlemen od some overtures of peace, can make nothing of

it : he could bring Dyckvelt to no sort of beginning, and
the thoughts of treating are laid aside at Versailles. If,

therefore, anybody is to he a year or two at Ratisbon to see

what the Diet does, [ may probably be your man.
li

If D'Hervorl be recalled from Switzerland, as we agree
he either is or will be suddenly, L am of no quality and an
Englishman, which are two qualifications the Cantons like
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in a minister from us. I am nol able indeed to cope with

Amelott, l»ui Stepney is otherwise provided, and for tin-

rest of those already abroad with all my hearl luscus inter

, ,i, , os videt.
"

I know nol it Denmark or Sweden maj be supplied

Molesworth and Duncomb have done our affaire no good
in those ('units, and we must -end tolerablfijministere (if we
can lincl such) to repair <>nr credil there or make them 1 1 1 i 1 1

k

we have a King; m\ last hope, if these projects fail, is a

seat in the next Secretary's office ; so, my Master and Patron,

having our plan and our time before us, we may work with

more ease and sureness."

Postscript.—"My obedienl service oughl always to be given

t<> my Lady Manchester." Copy. (X. L08.)

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

160a, Jan. 4. N.S. Hague.—"By the enclosed you will

see what use I have made of your knight errant, and how

ineffectual my giving passports tor the packet is, whilsl this

gang convoy their brethren into England by merchant ships.

Our Don is extremely cherished by the party, and gone with

his female convoy to Rotterdam, in order to their finding

him a passage over. He will write to me till his embarking,

and tell you the rest of his story in England. I have pro-

vided for his escape in case he should be discovered or sus-

pected by his new friends, and have given the Pensioner

a copy of this information. The Pensioner has given me
the honour of a long audience in order to our taking such

methods as may most effectually break this gang and hinder

rogues, who really come from France, to pass into England,

and wenches to bring letters in their stays or (as Mr. Wolseley

says) a little lower. You see we know the sinners : the question

is if we ought to enter into judgement againsl them, or if

our shooting a rascal deer or two will he sufficient to disperse

the herd. I am to apply myself again to the Pensioner upon

my Lord Duke commanding me. what His Grace thinks proper

on this matter for His Majesty's service. Wall has been with

me again, and agrees with what I was before informed, that

the intercourse of message- and letters from France i- main-

tained by Creagh and Henderson at Amsterdam and by

Wereaux and Hackett at Rotterdam. 1 have given him some

encouragement; I mean money. He has likewise had some

from Mr. Secretary Trenchard." 1 have taken measures with

him that his seeing me may be extremely private, and I beli< ve

he may do some service/ for there is 3ome villainy brewing

by these good men on this side.'' (X. 110.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Lexington.

1695, Jan. 7. N.S. Hague.—"! accepl mj good Lot

challenge of the 18th Decemher. though I think you

too evidently the advantage on your side; you and your
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Abraham* are too formidable for so poor warriors as I and

mine to tope with. WheD the beautiful Thalestris took up

arms, 'twas only the conqueror of the world that durst

oppose li'T : and Venus in the battle was wounded by

Diomedes alone, who descended in a right line from about

|,,,lt ,, dozen of gods. Abraham furnished me with these

two fancies, and to show me there is a worse poet alive than

In- master gave me these verses for a New Year's gift. He is

foolhardy enough to be fond of entering into this defiance,

and as Hudibras was incited by Ralpho and Don Quixote by

Sancho Pancho, so I am pushed by the faithful, who tells

me I must fight, and brings me his opinion in metre, as Your
Lordship will see it in his own hand if you please to turn

over from my poor prose.

" What glory is't for vou to maul
Poor Consul Kick, or old Sir Paul ? f

'• Such easy conquests but upbraid ye.

Come, charge your guns, lead up your men !

" Dubb ! Dubb ! tantara ! to Yienne,
" To bang this formidable lad}'.

" In true heroics 'twill be held
"• Much less to gain a vulgar field

" Than to be beat in such a quarrel
;

"• And whilst our black and blue can show
" What hand it was to give the blow,

•" We would not change our thumps for laurel.

" Perhaps they to their force may joyn
" Famars, that Swiss that fights for coyn,

' ; Or to their Abram add their Davers :

" However, we shall give 'em those
" Who shall return them quids for quos.

" A clear stage only and no favours,
-w Our Pierre shall hold their Peanman tight,

" As soon as he can read and write.
" And if Cuz meddles in the matter,

*" We have a lovely she ally
" (But face : that's 'twixt you and I)

" Shall strip her stays off and have at her.

"I dare not sustain Abram's rhodomontade. 1 own I

am a coward in nature, and so far from being able to take

up the cudgels against your Abraham and her party, that

I ask her pardon for the liberty of my half, and am with all

respect Her Ladyship's most obedient and most humble

servant." Copy. (X. 111.)

Matthew Prior to- the Duke of Shrewsbury. •

1695, Jan. 7. [ N.S.J Hague.
—"What is here most con-

siderable is the account which Count Kaunitz has given the

States <>t Giula being surrendered to General Polland, which,

* Lady Lexington. t Sir Paul Rycaut.
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if it does not facilitate a peace, will al least advantage the
carrying on a war. The Germans say ii is of great consequent
and their minister liere rejoices for it.

"We had by the same post the news of the Venetians
owning his Majesty's title, of which I have taken oc<

to speak as I oughl to the ministers here.
"Letters from Dresden say the Elector of^Saxe has had

a violent fever, and is relapsed into it. which is vn\ natural
upon his drinking punch and Italian wines as remedi
his distemper. Mr. Stepney may change his Prince once
more. The family have such an antipathy to reason as not
to be easy unless they have it drowned, and are so wean
of life as to get rid of it by four and twenty.

" Luxembourg has used his lamp more carefully, though,
God be thanked, 'tis now very near going out. Some letters
say that he has been blooded four times for a pleurisy, an.

I

is now in the hands of the priests : so probably France may
lose a General, and Heaven may gain a Saint.

'The Elector of Bavaria was married the 2nd instant to
the Princess of Poland at Wesel, the new Electrice th.\ .i\

is not extremely beautiful, but one of her maids of honour
is ; an equivalent in politics is valid. Monsieur Van der
Branden, destined to the Embassy of England, is married
here to a rich widow, whence such young ministers as I may
learn the means to get equipage-money advanced without
importuning our masters and pat ions.

" I hope Your Grace has long since recovered of your
indisposition." Copy. (X. 113.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1694-5, Jan. 1 [-11]. Whitehall.—"! hope His Majesty
begins to give way to other thoughts, and that he may find

some diversion in business. 1 hope we may now offer our
letters of notification to be signed so that they may lie sent

by next post, but they would have been presented at

Kensington very unseasonably till now.
"My Lord Duke can't yet get rid of his pains which pass

so frequently from his knee to his head, and there they have
lately occasioned a great disorder causing a weakness in his

eye, which is verv mortifying considering how he lost the
other." (II. 30.)

The Duke of Shrewsbury to Matthew Prior.

1694-5, Jan. 4 [-14]. Whitehall.- Sends several letters

from the King notifying the Queen's death, to he forwarded
by Prior to the President of the States' Assembly, and to

the King of Poland, the Electors of Main/.. Trier, EColn,

and the Palatinate, and Bishop of Minister, through their res

pective ministers at The Hague Mourning will be allowed
him on his next bill of extraordinaries.

Signed. (II. 31.)
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Matthew Prior to the Duke of Shrewsbury.
L69[4-]5, Jan. 4-14. Hague.—"I have the honour of

Your Grace's of the 28th December with the cruel news which
touches Holland to that degree that she may contend with
England whose sorrow is greatest. I waited on the Pensioner

(as in particular from Your Grace) wit li the sad relation, till

the notification of it comes. He humbly returns Your Grace
bis acknowledgements for it. Everybody here resents the

calamity as they ought : we are all abundantly convinced
that we have losJ the best of Princesses, and are in the greatest

apprehensions for his health who only could deserve her.

The sole consolation we give ourselves is that we have such
men as His Grace of Shrewsbury to comfort our afflicted King.

and relieve tour sorrowful nations. I prepare mourning accord-
ing to Your Grace's direction." Cop;/- (X. 115.)

M \tthk\v Prior to James Vernon.

!69[4-]5, .Ian 4 14. Hague.—" fallaces nostra* spes et

In vt nt fiduciam humanam / What have we to say hut our
prayers for the preservation of the King's life ( I have
answered His Grace on this sad subject. I hope you have or

will give me a word of instruction how 1 must behave myself
as to the ministers here, if J must give them notice of Her
Majesty's death (I vow to God I tremble whilst 1 write the
word) as they have done on such occasions to my Lord
Dursley by a deputy, or if I must do it myself

; if I must
wear a long trailing cloak as is the custom for ministers here,

and as Mr. Norf did for the late Bishop of Liege, and Mr.
Lelienroet for his Queen, or if not having credentials makes
a difference in this matter, so that only myself, servants.

horse and coach be in mourning : what else you judge tit

for my instructions in this melancholy occasion, winch has
dazed me into the colic." Copy (X. 115.)

Mattiikw Prior to the Duke of Shrewsbury.
I « i

-
M l

I"'. Jan 5 15. Hague. "This morning the States
General received notice thai on Saturday last the Princess
of Frize was brought to bed a daughter.

We have nothing but the dismal sound of hells, and more
dismal chime of many had poems on too good a subje< t

;

but sic dii voluistis.

I hope Your Grace has recovered your health, of which
I most heartily wish the continuance." Copy. (X. 117.)

James Vernoh to Matthew Prior.

1694] 5], Jan. Il| 21]. Whitehall.—Giving directions as

to the transmission of "eight melancholy letters" to the

neighbouring < Jourts.

"Mr Wall whom you have mentioned in some of your
Letters. 1 tind has been making the same discoveries to Mr.
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Secretary Trenchard, for aughl I know before they were
brought to you. Mr. Hopkins tells me you have advised
him to make all his applications to my Lord Duke He has
it seems, been consulting upon ii and thej have given him
leave to do so it he thinks ii). Bui mj Lord is of opinion he
should continue where be lias begun, since thgjftng will have
the same benefit by his informations, if ih<\ prove material
therefore don't alter his Conner course as to the other office,

but for what he will tell you besides, yon \ let mj I.Mid
know it. as yon have done" (II. 32 i

Matthew Prior to [Charles] Montagi

1694-5, .Fan. 25-Feb. 4. Hague " Pallida mors cequo has

struck us all here more than an earthquake. I Buppose
it has had the same etfeel on your side. I.nt my dear M
has read the philosophers from Epictetus to Lucian, SO we
are not so much to deplore our loss as to strive to make tin-

best out.

"As to what regards my private self, therefore, in this

public sorrow Her Majesty's death may hasten a man of quality
hither as Plenipotentiary, which may be Lord Villiers, and
from thence we are to take our measures as we can. IL-

Majesty may possibly lilt the other vacancies I have men
tioned, of Denmark, Sweden, or Ratisbon : a resident may In-

sent to Florence, another to Venice Omni solum forti patrict

est. I hope I shall not be left destitute whilsl the Duke of

Shrewsbury is Secretary and Mr. Montagu Chancellor of tin-

Exchequer. I am very well with the Pensioner and could

get him to tell my Lord Portland so. if you judge it necessary.

I have written to-night to my Lord Portland, sans faire

semblant <lc rien ; these matters will In- decided before the

King's coming over, so we must have a vigilant eye. I call

it 'we,' for you, Sir. have always regarded my interest as it

it were your own ; and when I consider that yon have taken

your pool' neighbour and made a friend of him. and solicited

for that friend as if he had been your brother, I doubl not

but you will have the reward you deserve (though a good
while hence) in the Court of Heaven : and I the credentials

i do not deserve to 3ome Court or Republic a little nearei

Copy. (X. 119.)

Matthew Prior t>> James Vernon.

169[4-]5, Feb. 5-15. Hague. "
I thank you in the firsl

place for your compliment of end a wise man an errand';

and following that wisdom of my own I was informed

by some much wiser what I was t-. do as to the ceremonial

part of my function: scilicet, to take the deepesl mourning

I could with a I.ami and Long cloak, when 1 delivered bhe

letter to the President of the States, and the othei letters to



48

the ministers here ; and to keep my very strict mourning

and my band till Her Majesty be buried, after which I am to

appear as other mortal men. I give you this ex post facto

to confirm your good opinion of my wisdom.
" In the next place I am glad and sorry according to your

several relations of my Lord Duke's health, in which I know
not by what impudent attachment I am as sensibly concerned

as if I were his familiar friend. I believe Dr. Sherlock's system

of a particular providence
;

yet seeing my Lord Duke want
his health, winch is so necessary to support the Government,
and our ci-devant Master, who would mischief us, well and
lustj^, seeing the Queen dead and Mrs. Sherlock alive,

methinks the Doctor would be hard put to it to clear the

objection.
" Our friend Mr. Stepney is not yet arrived here, nor have

I any letter from him since one from the Buoy and Nore. I

do not imagine the reason of his stay. I shall perform your
commands to him as soon as I see him, and we shall both (I

dare swear) remember you with the duty that becomes us.

" I have forwarded the letter to Mademoiselle Maleuse."

Copy. (X. 120.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1694[-5], Feb. 22 [-March 4]. Whitehall.—" I find Mr
Stepney has remembered some books he promised my son.

James desires you will add to them Strauchius' Chronology

and PufTendorf, De Jure Gentium, with his books De Rebus
Suecicis, which are not to be had here, and what these come
to I'll take care to repay it.

" My Lord Duke is still in the country, and does not so

much as mention when he will be coming up. I find the air

has not removed his pain, but that he has it after the old

manner, sometime in his head, and lately again in his knee,

which is the better place of the two ; and if it be goutish

humour. I wish it would declare itself and settle where it

ought to do. In the meantime it can't but make him very
uneasy and some others too who have so many reasons to be
concerned for him. The letters you sent me were from the

Abbess of Herford to condole, and from the Landgrave of

Hesse-Darmstadt to notify the birth of his daughter. The
third with red wax, not knowing what that may contain, I

have sent unopened to the King.
" As to what you writ lately about the omission of

Serenissimus in the titles of the Mecklenburg family, I have
looked into the old books and find it has been formerly given

them ; and therefore wish it bad been so now, but in the

hurry of so many letters that were to be despatched at one
time .... this has been overseen ; and the like slip

in the letter to the Duke of Holstein-Gottorp. which shall

be mended for the future." (II. 33.)
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Matthew Prior to the [Earl ok Dorset,]
Lord Chamber] ain.

169[4-]5, March 8-18. Hague. -"We have bad nothing
new here for some months hut volumes of bad poetry npon
a blessed Queen. I have nol put my mite into this treasury

of nonsense, having been to<> truly afflicted^y the subjeot

to say anything upon it. besides thai memoirs, let

accounts Dutch and French, and, what is a worse plague than

all this, very long and impertinent visits are greal incum-

brances on an English Muse who in her perfect liberty was
but indifferent, though my Lord Dorset's kindness brought
her up, and his example taught her.

"I am striving with my prose affairs, which indeed concern

me nearer. My dear Lord and patron will pardon me whilst

I represent them to him, and, I am sure, will assist me in

the bettering of them.
" 'Tis more than probable that His Majesty may before

his coming name an envoy for Holland. I know no way of

being named to any of these employments hut by the

recommendation of men like Your Lordship, and shall not

despair of something of this kind, if my Lord Dorset please

to tell them that 1 have been under his protection sixteen

years and five of them in His ^Majesty's service. I am not

vain enough to be left in hopes of staying here with that

character, if nobody be named of quality or experience as

Plenipotentiary. 1 am confident Your Lordship's appearing

for me might make me Resident, if one be named. The same
kindness may, I believe, send me into the North, or Ik me
Resident at Ratisbon or Venice." Copy. (X. 124.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

169[4-]5, March 24[-April 3]. Whitehall.—" I have received

your letter of the 20th and shall be always ready to give you

more than my advice, if it lies in my power to serve you.

As to the matter in question, you know, I suppose, Mr.

Wolseley has long solicited and is designed for some part of

Italy. Where he is to fix, or when he is to go, I do not so much
as know whether it is resolved on. It is expected that Borne

nobleman will go make the first compliments in those Courts :

but whenhe will make any room for Residents is yet uncertain.

or whether any such thing will he in fashion on both sides:

I am persuaded at least that it will be the consideration of

another year.

"As to the Northern Courts, they are out of our province

and therefore I have less to do to enquire how they are or

will be supplied.

"When any of the recommendations of this kind he m
our hands I think my Lord Duke has kindness enough Eor

Mr. Prior not to forget him. I must confess I am not in

pain lest it should not come to your turn to till one Court



50

or another, and I am satisfied an envoyship will fall sooner

to your share than a gentleman usher's place.
" I have been scribbling trials again, but now I am fain

to do it by hearsay, being more employed of late in bringing

people to the Old Bailey than to have leisure to attend them
there." (II. 37.)

R[ichard] Powys to Matthew Prior.

1695, March 29 [-April 8]. Whitehall.—" Mr. Vernon is

entirely of opinion that it will be better to let the mourning
alone till you make up the next bill [of extraordinary dis-

bursements] ; for putting the chariot, horses, etc., with the

mourning swells it so large that there will be no small diffi-

culty to get the bill allowed. I have therefore struck all

the mourning out of this bill. Mr. Vernon likewise finds

fault with the particulars of the mourning, thinking 35/. too

much for covering your chariot and harness, and 110/. 5s.

for yourself and five servants. In the next bill you may
please to insert the whole 196/. 5s. in one gross sum for a deep
mourning for yourself, your family, your coach and equipage,

and putting your house in mourning, etc.
" Your bill for this quarter which [sic] with the mourning

would have been 614/. Is., but the mourning being deducted
it amounts to only 417/. 16s., I shall give it in to Mr. Vernon
to-morrow morning in order to its being allowed, and it being
usual to make him a present upon allowing of such bills, I

desire you to let me know how much you would have me
present him with ; and what you pay in that manner you
may please to insert under the head of fees paid at the

Treasury and Exchequer upon the receipt of money.
" You may please to write to Mr. Montague to acquaint

him that you have sent such a bill of extraordinaries to Mr.
Vernon, and to desire Ms favour in ordering the payment
thereof." (VIII. 45.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1695, April 19[-29]. Whitehall.—" I could only tell you by
the last post that I had received your medals, and I can now
satisfy you they are distributed ; and must further acquaint

you, if you think this will acquit you from the expectations

people have of a poem from you, you will be mistaken,

for they say you are not to come off with a posey and a shred

of Horace ; and they further desire, if you write anything
in memory of the Queen, that you will take a little more notice

of her than you do in her stamp, where she is neither repre-

sented by the effigies or the motto. I know not how you
will like it, I should tell you what the critics say ; but they
say some poets and painters have placed themselves behind

a curtain on purpose to lie perdu for censures." (II. 38.)
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Matthew Prior to the Duke oe Shrewsbi b

1695, May 13. [N.S.] Baeue. "On Wednesday we tried

one of our bomb-vessels on the Maas with good su< Nine
of these vessels will be ready in four days. We are to have
three more, but they belong to the quota of Frize, ;m<l will

not be ready so -odd. [f they are so al all. it is will.

"All is quiel in Flanders till our anima mundi comes to

move the great machine." Copy. (X. 130.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1695, May 7[-17]. Whitehall.—"! endeavoured to have
waited upon Sir William with those Letters, bul be not being

at the Office, I left them with his secretaries Ellis and Tucker,
and told them the chief of my errand was to recommend
my son Prior, that, as he was drove out of one place, lie might
be provided for in another; and I let them know we had
always reserved Ratisbon for you. They are both your friends,

and I believe their patron is so too, so I hope that

won't fail to make surer of it. I spoke this morning to Mr.

Blathwayt, who always concurred for placing you at Ratisbon

as the last resort, and I fancy it will pass through his hands
to send you thither." (II. 39.)

Sir William Trumbull to Matthew Prior.

1695, May 10[-20]. Whitehall.—Announcing his appoint-

ment as one of the principal Secretaries of State, and adding

the following postscript in his own hand :

—

" I have taken the liberty to recommend you particularly

to the King upon my Lord Villiers' going over. I found His

Majesty very well disposed, and though I have time to write

no more now, yet, when you will let me know your mind, I will

readily embrace any opportunity of serving you. I hope ere

long to thank you for your poem, as T do now for the medal."

(II. 40.)

R[ichard] Powys to Matthew Prior.

1695, May 17T-27]. Whitehall.—" Lord Villiers is appointed

Envoy Extraordinary to the States General of the United

Provinces, and Plenipotentiary at the Congress in the same

manner as my Lord Dursley was, with the like allowance

of 5/. a day as Envoy, and U. a day as Plenipotentiary.

"Finding bv this that your commission would determine,

I have been with Mr. Ellis to know of him what provision

or care would be taken of you when my Lord Villiers came

over. He tells me he believes you are designed tor Ratisbon .

but that matter being to be settled by the King, now he i-

on your side of the water you will know it before him.

"I need not, I suppose, give you any caution to take

that if you are appointed to that station, that in the warrant
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for your privy seal you get an allowance of equipage. If

you are allowed 3?. a day, your equipage ought to be 3001'

(VIII. 53.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1695, May 17[-27]. Whitehall.—" I have not had time to

read your poem, but, however, I am sure it deserves my
thanks ; I have presented the other to my Lord Duke.

" I am very glad you have already a prospect of being

provided for at Ratisbon. If you don't find much to do there,

I know not whether you will be very sorry for it, I have

heard how two of your predecessors spent their time there,

Mr. Pooley in making love to the frauleins and Sir George

Etherege in making lampoons upon them. I should be

pleased to see you settled there." (II. 42.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Villiers.

1695, May 21-31. Hague.—Congratulating him on his

appointment as Envoy and Plenipotentiary. Copy. (X. 131.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

1695, June 3. [N.S.] Hague.
—"The Pensioner goes to-morrow

morning to Breda to meet His Majesty there.

" The States Provincial adjourned this day till Wednesday
sennight,

" I presume to send you the last scandal we have from

France, and a good lardon which De Breuil* has given us here.

You will please to observe what a philosophe I am to be calmly

reading these matters in this crisis of my fortune, and going

on the old road without being tormented with the ambition

of being a resident within this month, or dejected with the

fear of being nothing. But my affairs are in faithful hands,

and I believe my security proceeds from Sir William Trumbull's

being Secretary of State." Copy. (X. 132.)

Lord Villiers to Matthew Prior.

[1695,] May 28[-June 7].
—

" I am extremely pleased to

hear that the honour the King has done me in sending me
to The Hague is any ways agreeable to the acquaintance I

have there, and that their kindness to me has contributed to

the favourable opinion that you can have of one so little

known to you as myself. Upon our better acquaintance I'll

endeavour to improve it. About this time fortnight I shall

be ready to embark if the convoy is ready. I hope I shall

find you at The Hague to receive some instructions from

you." (II. 45.)

* Cf< Prior's letter of July 20, 1695, and Vernon's letter of June 30—July 10,

1696, pp. 67, 81, infra.
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The Earl of Pembroke to Matthew Prj

[1095,] May 30[-June 9]. London. I _.-.ni always very
well pleased to receive your Idlers. I baveltccording to your
desire recommended you to my Lord Portland. I wish
my speaking may have as good success as you are p
think it may. None who have lieard of tl*sd&ueen l.ni oughl
(for the sake of her memory) to give you thanks for youi
ingenious medal. 1 am particularly obliged so to do for
your having sent one to me." (II. 5.)

R[ichard] Powys to Matthew Prior.

1695, May 31[-JunelOJ. Whitehall.—" I have this d,,
delivered Madam Prior the tallies for 508Z. Ki.s. for the quarter
ended in February last. It will be a year and a half before
they become payable, but interest is allowed after the rate
of 6 per cent. I have on the other side given you an account
of the money I disbursed which .Madam Prior will repay me.
I am to return you my humble thanks for the kind pn
you were pleased to order me, which L protest L was ashamed
to receive, having not done anytiling sufficient to d<

it.

" I expect every post to hear you arc ordered for Batisbon.
Endorsed.

Laid out for Mr. Prior.

I. a. d.
" Paid fees for his bill of extraordinaries ended

1 Feb., 1694-5
To Mr. Vernon 3 guineas
To the Clerk and Chamber-keepers
Fees of 2 warrants and orders at the Treasury
At Sir Rob. Howard's Office

At the Pells

At the Tellers

To Mr. Shaw 2 guineas

30 16 6

"I believe you will a little wonder to sec in one plac
guineas, 31., and in another 3 guineas only 3/. 15s. When
I gave the 3 guineas to Mr. Vernon guineas were then only

11. 5s. each ; but now they are 305. I hope 1 shall have
your approbation of giving the 2 guineas to Mr. Shaw, it

being done by others." (VIII. 57.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

1695, May 31-June 10. Hague.
—

" When the Chiei Secretary

of England writes to the meanest only to tell him he is doing

him good, what sort of look should the young one pul on !

Should he make a civil bow and retire, or trouble his master

with abundance of thanks '. 1 asked Mr. Dyckvelt the

question when I gave him Your Honour's letter this moi I

2
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and he could not resolve me, for that in the course of his

ministry he had heard of no such example, and fancied me,
being a little poetically given, to have imagined so much good-

ness rather than really to have found it. Seriously, Sir, I don't

know how to express myself in this occasion ; and though
my fortune depends upon Mr. Blathwayt's answer, I protest

I am less anxious about the content of those letters than
about owning my obligations to Sir William Trumbull. 1

should be glad to turn the discourse if we had anything here

worth troubling Your Honour with.
" Mr. d'Opdam is gone to the Army, and Mr. Ireton is

arrived here, which is all I know." Copy. (X. 132.)

Matthew Prior to the Duke of Devonshire.

1695, June 14. [N.S.] Hague.—" Before I knew if Your
Grace had pardoned my troubling you with an indifferent

medal, I ordered Tonson to address in my name to Your
Grace with a more indifferent poem ; and whilst I was con-

scious that I ought to write to Your Grace a very humble
letter to implore your pardon for this double presumption,
Your Grace without my writing has been pleased to send
it to me, signed by your own hand, and accompanied with
particular expressions of your favour. You will give me
leave, my Lord, rather to be surprised at the kindness than
to know how to acknowledge it, and let me make an unman-
nerly bow and retire, rather than a tiresome long speech,

or detain you from the government of the nation, whilst I

repeat your humility and goodness to the meanest member
of it. I dare only add that I am extremely sensible of the

great obligations I owe to Your Grace, that I shall strive to

deserve the favourable opinion you have been pleased to

conceive of me, and bless this first act of mercy in your regence,

by which I find Your Grace pardon two such crimes as the
committing bad poetry and plaguing our Governors with
it.

" On my Lord Villiers coming hither I know not if I am
to return to England, or be employed elsewhere. They talk

of sending me resident to Ratisbon : tins only I know sure

of my fortune, that Your Grace's commands may find me
here some time." Copy. (X. 133.)

Matthew Prior to the [Earl of Dorset,]
Lord Chamberlain.

1695, June 11-21. Hague.—"I received Your Lordship's

letter with the most profound respect imaginable, and I own
your kindness to me with the most sincere gratitude. It is

not in the power of words to tell how much I owe to you,
and if it were, my Lord would not hear it ; so I had better

turn the discourse, and let the Secretary write to one of his

Sovereigns and Masters, than the orphan and the poor boy
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to the patron, who broughl him up. and the friend who pro
tects him. We are here as licentious in making news
London: our Dutch Tories and Jacobites spread the 3tori<

they would have true, and • knows from mosl accounts
what faction he is of lh.it gives fchem. The talk of the mo
sensible is that we may attack the fori of Knock, upon which,
if the Duke of Villeroy marches to thai Bttfe, the Elector oi

Bavaria may break in upon the lines between the Lis and
the Scheld, he being at presenl encamped al Castre near
Oudenaerde. My Lord Athlone decamped on Sunday oighl
from Bethlem near Louvain, through which he passed to
Tirlemont, to join the Brand[enburg] and Ltege forces, which
are marching thither.

"The French having passed the Rhine contenl thi

with the action, having only encamped themselves, which I

think the Germans are very willing to compound with, pro-

vided they mean no more. Prince Louis [of Baden], to gi \ e him
his due, disposes all things as well as he can. Ee has mettle
enough to fight if he had men, and has prudence, not having
them, to desist it. The King has sent the Count de Prize,

a Saxon, who is disgraced at that Court for standing up against

arbitrary power, and General Schoning, his envoys to Prince
Louis.

"The siege of Cazal [Casale] is again resolved, and the

cannon brought up on Piedmont side. I believe our hopes
of success are founded in the want of provision in the place.

"After our King's and Prince's affairs I may bring in my
own, since Your Lordship has thought them worth your men-
tioning. I can only get for answer that the King is too busy
to mind anything but what regards immediately the war.

so cannot yet tell what is to become of me. I have presumed
to send three small pieces." Copy. (X. 135.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

1695, June 24. [N.S.]—" The Dutch squadron with the

bomb-vessels sailed yesterday morning from the Maas and
Texel, part of them were seen off from Scheveling about
noon, and we doubt not but they are on the English coasts

before now.
"The States General have ordered the 6th July. X.S. as

a day of fasting and humiliation and prayer for the blessing

of God on the arms of His Majesty and the Allies. The States

Provincial met on Wednesday and continue their assembly.

"The Elector Palatine arrived yesterday a1 Rotterdam,
and will be here in a day or two. 1 1 nun, homini quantum
distat ! Whilst the King of England is battling in Flanders,

and Prince Louis guarding as well as he can this mans own
Rhine, he is cheapening china dishes at a toy shop in Holland.

and King James is chomming [sic] a musty saint at St.

Germains. All that we can have from the army today is by
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way of Brussels and that very imperfect ; our letters from

the army immediately Your Honour will receive with this

I now write. From Bruges they advise that all the 21st

and 22nd great shooting has been heard from the fort of

Knock.
" The Baron de H[e]yde was the 21st at Henau near the

Mehayne [Mehaigne], and received, whilst he was writing his

letters to the Brandenbourg Minister here, order from His

Majesty to march with the troops ; our next will tell whither.
" I have received Mr. Blathwayt's answer as to my own

affairs, that it is His Majesty's pleasure I stay here some time

after my Lord Villiers's arrival ; so probably I may be in

statu quo till the end of the campaign. Mr. Blathwayt does

not know, he says, but that Mr. Stepney may be ordered

to Ratisbon. I do not despair, however, of that or an equiva-

lent, if the same patronage that has already recommended
supports me." (X. 137.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

1695, July 5. N.S. Hague.—" The States have letters to-day

that Namur is invested by my Lord d'Athlone and the troops

that were on the Maheyne [Mehaigne]. There are 1.5 battalions

in the town. The Count d'Harcourt, who would have thrown

in more, has been forced to retire before the Baron de H[e]yde
;

and M. de Boufflers is likewise cut off from reinforcing the

garrison. His Majesty is at Masy, to which place God send

him victory." Copy. (X. 138.)

Matthew Prior to Mr. Blathwayt.

1695, June 26-July 6. Hague.
—

" The Elector Palatine is

still here : he runs to all the Mass-houses in the town all day,

and sounds his trumpets on the Fiver [sic] all night ; which

isVery discreet in a Protestant country, and whilst the Prince

of it is at the head of his armies." Copy. (X. 139.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

1695, July 5-15.—" You will hardly acknowledge this order

to be yours, though we have looked upon it to be valid enough

to put Mr. Somerville in prison till your commands are known
as to what you would have done with him. He has already

confessed the cheat, and pretends to be able to make some

discovery which may be for His Majesty's service.

• Your Honour will hear that the trenches before Namur
were opened the 11th and 12th, and that we have six batteries

raised against it, and all goes as well as the beginning of a

siege can expect.
" The Marquis de Villeroy decamped the 12th from

Escanaffe [Seneffe] ; and' being reinforced with great part of the

troops commanded by the Marquis de Boufflers, which make
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lines, as our Brussels letters say, bul towards Ath : a1 leasl

the}'- have with them cannon, pioneers and instruments proper
for a siege." Copy. (X. L42-3.)

Matthkw Priob to William Blathwayt.
L695, July 2(). [N.S.] Eague. " Enclosed^send the last

edition of The Present State of France, which" I received last

post from Paris by fche means [of] De Breuil, our hone I

French gazettier.

"I have waited on M. de Plessen, and concerted matters
with him concerning his voyage. Captain Robinson has
likewise been with him to show him thai our sea officers are
better bred than those of Ins own country.
"I do not know if you have heard thai Prince Christian,

second son to the King of Denmark, is dead at 01m, coming
thence towards Italy from Vienna.

' The Elector Palatine continues at Amsterdam, and true
Bartholomew Kocks buys all the shop. The Prince of Hesse-
Darmstadt is with him, and will be here in a day or two.
"As to my own affairs, I pretend to merit from you in

having kept a shoal of letters which my friends and patrons
would have troubled you with but thai I told them you are
too busy to mind their solicitations at this time, and too
mindful of my interests to need their solicitations at any
time. Tibi me commendo et res meas. Copy. (X. L43 f.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Villiek^

1695, July 20. [N.S.] Hague.—" Mr. Swinfurt giving Your
Lordship the news we have here leaves little for me to add
more than my wishes that this may find Your Lordship well

at the Army. Your Lordship's goodness to me makes me
hint my own affairs. Mr. Stepney writes amongst other
things to me from Frankfort the 7-17 July thus : Mr.
Blathwayt tells me positively that my fate shall be determined
next post, and Sir William Trumbull is so kind as to ask nu
where I have a mind to be. I have told him that I believe tin

die will be cast by Mr. Blathwayt before my letter reaches England,
and that since I cannot choose my employment, becausi then
are but two vacant, I must ex in el to &< sent either to Vienna
or Ratisbon. I have told him I would avoid as much as I can
falling into your light, I mean Ratisbon.

"Your Lordship sees by this part of .Mr. Stepney's Letter

that his affair and consequently mine (for I presume they
will both be done together) may be determined Booner than
I imagined. Mr. Stepney would not cross me in my hopes
of Ratisbon, and I should be too tender of a great friendship,

long maintained between us, to ask it. if I thought it his or

likely to be so; but since in all probability he will be

thought too useful to be confined to a dull Diet, or may
probably be disposed of at Vienna (which is really his poet,

being His Majesty's Minister to the Elector of Saxe), or
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indeed wherever he may have occasion of an able Minister, I

think I may without immodesty remind Your Lordship that

the Secretaries of State have already referred themselves on
this subject to Mr. Blathwayt in my favour, and that five

years and some little money (at least all my poor fortune)

spent in His Majesty's service makes me hope I may not be

disappointed after a thousand hopes, fears and congratu-

lations. I believe Your Lordship's engaging my Lord
Portland on our side may clinch the nail. I am sensible my
requesting it is too bold, but Your Lordship's very great

goodness to me is the cause of it, and you must not be so

sincerely kind if you would be less troubled." Copy. (X. 144.)

Sir William Trumbull to Matthew Prior.

1695, July 12[-22]. Whitehall.
—

" I have yours of the 2nd
and 5th instant which came together with a copy of James
Somerville's pretended orders from me, which are forged, for

I never gave him any instructions, having no knowledge

of him ; but at the desire of Mr. Aaron Smith, who had used

him in some matters relating to His Majesty's service here, did

recommend him to Mr. Blathwayt as a man fit to serve in the

Army. This fraud having been committed in Holland, I

desire he may be proceeded against there according to the

laws of the country, and that you will give my thanks to the

Pensioner for his care in detecting the cheat." Signed.

(II. 51.)

Matthew Prior to Ben Portlock.

1695, July 17-27. Hague.—"You were the first swain that

ever I read of who lay on the brow of a hill when there was
such hot work in the valley. You must break your pipe and
take your trumpet, Ben :

Ille ego qui quondam gracili modulatus avena,

Arma virumque cano.

I commend your posture : lying upon your belly is safer

than standing upon your feet ; and your legs are no more
to be relied on than the Hanover Horse. You know they

ran away the last battle. I am disappointed in all I hoped,

which makes me melancholy enough to wish nryself at

Namur :

In battles and bullets and fire

The danger is less tJian in hopeless desire :

as the ballet very elegantly expresses it. Adieu ! come home
with all your limbs."

Postscript.—" Where is Ben Conway, or how may one

direct to him %
" Copy. (X. 146-7.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Villiers.

1695, July 17-27. Hague.—" In obedience to Sir William
Trumbull's commands intimated to me in the enclosed, I
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have spoken f<> the Pensioner and to Mr. Consul Kirbj who
is now here, concerning Somerville. I believe hi- having

been imprisoned is his punishment, and all we can do to him
will be to lot liiiii i_

r" again, except we have a mind to keep

him in prison. Your Lordship remembers the felloe in

Terence :

—

Ducunt damnatum domum ;

**~

Aleve nohuii hominem edacem, et sapiunt nun sententia

Pro maleficio beneficium si summum nolunt reddere.

"As to what regards some order in the passports, I have

written positively to Mr. Vander Poele not to let any person

embark but with passport; and repeated to him the King's

order thereupon. I have written the same thing to tne

masters of the packets. I do not know if Your Lordship

will find them at leisure enough to got this matter settled

at the camp (at least at your return, 1 hope we may) and

to give Sir William Trumbull some fixed met hod of making
the thing practicable and useful . or to represent its being

rejected as being not so.

"I am confident of Your Lordship's willingness to help

me in this incertitude of my fortune, so Your Lordship nerd

not excuse your not writing to me, and I hope I need make
no apology for telling you that Mr. Blathwayt is of opinion

that if Mr. Stepney goes not to Vienna (as most probably

he may not), Ratisbon will not fail him, upon which con-

sideration I become le Ministre de la Fortune, et le tres humble

serviteur des evenements. Your Lordship will please to make
use of this hint as you think good, as to conceal your having

had it from me. If Mr. Stepney be denied to go to Vienna,

'tis a chimera to think they will let anybody else go. 1 could

make all my interest over again for Berlin, if 1 thought Mi-

Majesty designed any thither, and I would buy me a

Veneroni's Grammar and perfect my Italian if I had any assu-

rance or promise that I should be your man for Florence.

Your Lordship will pardon me, I protest I should not dare

to trouble you thus saucily, but that my affair, plainly speak-

ing, may take the turn which my Lord Portlands intercession

pleases to give, and that in all probability 1 may he either

disposed of at the same time with Mr. Stepney or he forgotten

long after." Copy. (X. 147-8.)

Matthew Prior to Mr. Emerson.

1695, July 20-30. Hague.—" I wrote to you by way of the

Army last Wednesday was sennight to assure you of my
having writ as well to Mr. Hill as to Mr. Cardonnel concern-

ing your affair, and I am confident they will both advance

it secundum omnem possibilitatem. I thought Ion- before

this time to have heard you were curing at Liege, and phould

have suspected your letter from Ghent as a contrefait, bul

that no man living writes a hand like you. I have written
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again to Mr. Cardonnel that he should remember Mr. Blathwayt
of your case ; and if I do not write to the Secretary imme-
diately concerning it, I have my proper reasons for it, which
are better to be told you when I see you than • trusted to

writing. My own affairs are infinitely more uncertain than
yours can be ; and with the interest and credit that the world
thinks I have I struggle with difficulties that are almost insup-

portable : but this is only between you and I [sic], for I laugh

at disappointments and would have you do so too. Your
point of honour is a little too delicate : no man is to be
blamed for not having his deserts ; and the going on to do
one's duty (let the success be as it will) is the established

maxim of all wise men from King Solomon to King William.

I give you this philosophy because I can give you nothing
else at present, as the Irishman who, inviting his friend and
having no meat, gave him snuff. In the meantime believe

me I do whatever I can for you and I do not question but
that it will turn to good. Give my service to Dr. Morell."

Copy. (X. 150-1.)

Matthew Prior to Ben Portlock.

1695, July 20-30. Hague.—" I write to you upon a matter
of justice and charity, two points that may seem ridiculous

to you that are a heathen ; but they are such as my Lord
Duke [of Wurttemberg], with all his courage, dare not resist.

Do you but say it is to do a favour to a man who really

deserves it, and I dare answer for the rest. It is our friend

Dr. Emerson, who having good learning, coming on his own
expenses to the camp, and having all that should qualify him
for physician, having too served three years as Extraordinary
Physician to the hospitals, has the bad luck this year not to be
entered in pay yet, though the campaign is half over ; and that

only for want of having it represented to Mr. Blathwayt or

Sir Harry Bellasis that he is useful. If my Lord Duke would
therefore only espouse this cause so far as to let you write

a word or go with a message in His Grace's name in Mr.
Emerson's behalf, he would questionless be put in pay, and
freed from those anxieties which so great a disappointment
casts him under. Prithee, dear Ben, have a fellow feeling.

Apollo was a doctor as well as a poet, and could cure fevers

as well as make odes. Give my most obedient service to my
Lord Duke : I tremble for him in this damned cannonading.

When he has taken the town, I hope to send him some money
to spend in it." Copy. (X. 151.)

Matthew Prior to [Arnold Joost van] Keppel.

1695, August 3. N.S. Hague.
—

" The siege of Namur gives

you toil enough at this time, and the clamours of petitioners

allow you little quiet at any time. I should not have dared
to appear amongst that number, though your kindness to
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me at The Hague gave me .-ill the encouragemenl imaginable,
if my Lord Villiers at his return had aol told me I mighi
do it without any way offending yon. I am extremely
obliged to you, Sir, For the kind reception you have been
pleased to give me, and I thoughl bo have justified your g I

opinion of me by showing you I had modesty enough nol
to importune you; hut when all one's fortunje-Hea at -take.
one easily forgets good manners. No man would he accu ed
for crying oul in a storm, or called a clown lor rudely taking
hold of his superior to support him if he he just falling. After
having hoped, feared, hem promised, and (which i< worst)
congratulated for Ratisbon, the King thinks there i not
enough for a minister to do there. 'Tis true His Majesty
knows best, for he is as evidently the most experienced man
of our age, as he is the best Prince

;
and if he had been born

a private man, he would have made a greater Ambassador
than any State ever employed ; yet I have one objection
that could puzzle him, which is. that though Ratisbon may
not want a resident, his Secretary at The Eague will soon
want a residence; and though His .Majesty have small use
for a scribbling servant. I have great occasion for the bounty
of a Royal Master. Wherever he pleases to send me. I am
ready to go ; where, if there be not much business, 1 shall

apply myself to those studies that may make me capable of

doing his business when there is any; and when there is

nothing, to be written for his service in prose, 1 will write
his conquests and glories in verse. A resident or envoy may
in some small time he sent to Venice, another to Florence:
be it at either of these two places, at Ratisbon, Berlin (where,
may be, His Majesty may ^end rather a resident than an en\ oy,j

at Stockholm, Copenhagen, or even .Moscow, it is well, provided
I may serve my King, my hero and my Master; hut it is ;(

sad reflection for me to think of going home as if i were dis-

graced, after having served here five years with some credit,

and spent my little all in order to my being lit for something
hereafter; and I take the boldness to protest to you I cannot
think of returning to my College, and being useless to my
country, to make declamations and theses to doting divines
there, having drawn up memorials to the States General in

the name of the greatest king in Europe. You will he pleased

to pardon the freedom of this letter, and to help me in this

conjuncture of my fortune." Cop;/. (X. 152.)

Sir William Trumbull to Matthew Prior.

1695, July 26[-August 5]. Whitehall.— ' There is always a

good deal of impertinence in business, but never so much
as when it hinders one from enjoying the company one likes.

It is now my fate, in respect of your letters, which though
1 have not time to tell you with what pleasure I receive, yet

I must keep some of them to myself, and answer that oi the

19-29, without letting it go into other hands
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" As for Somerville I have no more concern at all ; let

him go and (I dare say he will) be hanged.
" But I have a great deal for so good a friend as Mr. Prior,

and if I were not so well acquainted with the uncertainty of

all things in this (English) world. I should have been more
surprised than I am at Mr. B[lathwayt]'s proceeding in this

affair. For after I had wrote in your behalf with more warmth
than I use to do, and had an answer that my representation

of you had been laid before the King and kindly taken, and
after your stay at The Hague some time to inform my Lord
Villiers, His Majesty (no doubt) would gratify tins request,

I could not have imagined to have heard of this disappoint-

ment. Pray let me know, if you can learn, the true reasons

of this matter, or if you can guess that you have any way
displeased Mr. B. And when I hear from you I will tell you
more of my mind. But let all this (as what else I now write)

remain private between you and I [sic]. Tell me also, if

you intend for England, and when, and wherein you think I

may be any ways useful to you ; I will faithfully endeavour
to do you all the service I can.

" If you think fit, send me word what my Lord Villiers'

business was in going to the King at Namur. I sent three

letters by him to the Pensioner, Mons. Schmettau and
Lilierote ; but I never heard one word whether he thought
fit to deliver them or not. Give me some account of them,
if you can. Burn this scribble." (II. 52.)

R[ichard] Powys to Matthew Prior.

1695, August 2[-12]. Whitehall.—Money matters.
"" Madam Prior complains she has not heard from you a

long time. She says her daughter Villiers, being furnishing

a country house, writ to you some time since to buy her some
pictures, but has no account whether you received the

letter." (VIII. 73.)

Sir William Trumbull to Matthew Prior.

1695, August 2[-12]. Whitehall.—" Though the King doth

not think fit to send a minister to Ratisbon, yet some place

or other may be found for you ; and it being easier to find

a place than to make a minister so fitted as you are to the

King's hand, and to his mind too, as you see by what he has

been pleased to say of you to my Lord Villiers, you may in

my opinion be sure he will not let you lie out of employment
longer than'needs must, and you ought to be contented with

his most gracious declaration in your favour, and never to

entertain the least doubt of my doing you all the service

that possibly I can." Signed. (II. 53.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Lexington.

1695, Sept, 2. N.S. Hague.—" T hope you do not think

me so unreasonable as to expect a letter from you for
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every one T write: no, my Lord, thai would not be fail
trading

: the advantage would be too evidenl on my side, and
I should be more a dew in my correspondence than either
Judah or Levi in money matters on the 'Change of Amsterdam.
You say in yours of the 20th thai you wide to obey me.
You obey me! When this is right (as Mr. Dryden ->

Then let the sun no longer rule the day, -*~

And midnight tapers show th, ,,,,„,,, /,, , way.
"You see I am very angry; my Lord, tor all your kind

ness I have nothing to return hut hare obedience, and pou
are going to take that from me, and shortly you will thank
me for having been obliged by you. I hope my Lady and
Mrs. Davers will not give me reason to complain in this

kind : they are of a sex that we seldom accuse of being too
kind, and all that one expects of them is that they should
not despise and rail at one if one does not love them, or not

vex and plague one's heart out if one does.

'The King will have nobody at Ratisbon out of a prin-

ciple of good husbandry; or if he would. I have reason to

think (for indeed Mr. Stepney as well as Mr. Blathwavt tell

me so), that the first must be the man. My Lord Yilliers

has asked the King very kindly for Ratisbon, as I have told

Your Lordship the Secretaries of State have done likewise.

but I am afraid / have no occasion for a minister then will he
an argument as well against Stepney as myself. Bui here I

am still, with my twenty shillings a day. Most places are
durante bene placito except those of a judge or a bishop, and
as long as I do not starve, I have no reason to complain.
"My Lord Villiers is here. He defers his audience till

this business of Xamur be over. 1 have made Your Lordship's
compliments to him : 1 have told him too. he should very
shortly have his right of correspondence with you, hut that

1 would keep it off as long as 1 could, and I think it reasonable
that he allows me my Lord Lexington and his secretaries since

I give him freely up all the other members of the Mini-try

from Lord Pagett down to Consul Broughton."
Postscript.—" Storer is gone by: I have drunk Your

Lordship's health with him. I refer you to Mr. Fa ma is

for the news. I cannot think the French will attack us,

though they must do something //<>>//• sauvei la gloirt <l> Louis
h (hand." Co/'!/. (X. 156).

Matthew Prior to the Earl ok Portland.

1695, AugUSl ::i Sept. 10. Hague. "
I take the relation

of my Lord Villiers' audience yesterday for a pretext ol

troubling Your Lordship. The harangue he made to the

States was short and very well : the substance of it that

he was commanded by His Majesty to renew the assurance

of His Majesty's friendship and kindness to the States M v

Lord added that he was by so much the more glad, as to his
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particular, to have been honoured with this commission,

having lived here and known personally several of their

Lordships.
ki Mr. d'Odyck, who was President, answered extreme well

—that the State owed its foundation and establishment to

His Majesty's ancestors, and to His Majesty all the prosperity

of their estate and the success of their arms ; that all their

good depended upon His Majesty's life, which therefore he
and the whole State desired God Almighty to prolong ; that

therefore a minister that came with a character from His
Majesty was sure of all kindness and respect ; and that my
Lord Villiers was more particularly so for his virtues and
merits. The rest was all eating and drinking the King's

health. All the public ministers dined with my Lord from
Count Kaunitz, the Emperor's Plenipotentiary, to Hunniken,
for Lunebourg ; and we drank an Roi de la Grande Bretagne

yesterday, as we must do au vainqueur de Namur next
week.

" Your Lordship will give me leave to congratulate your
safety after all the toils and hazards of a siege memorable
to all posterity, and to tell you that we are all as much rejoiced

at the great reputation you have gained there as we were
solicitous for your life whilst you were exposing it as became
so loyal a subject ; though seriously, my Lord, we are a

little concerned at your using the Marquis de Boufflers so

en cavalier, and cannot blame Villeroy and Choiseul for

getting out of your way, since you have so quick a method
of making people understand reason, and bringing them to

the rules of justice." Copy. (X. 157-8.)

Sir William Trumbull to Matthew Prior.

1695, Sept. 17[-27]. Whitehall.—" Care will be taken here

of the poetry,* and that it do not suffer in the printing,

as it is pity it should. I see no reason why the author should
be ashamed of battering B[oileau]'s poem, and reducing it,

any more than we the Castle, since it is our honour that

everything that concerns Namur be on our side. However,
I have enjoined T[onson ?] silence, as is desired, though it

is not possible to keep it long a secret. I will add but one
circumstance to that purpose, which is, that Fleetwood]
Shephard knows it." Signed. (II. 54.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1695, Oct. 1-11. Hague.—"I have laid before the King
your letter of the 27th past wherein mention is made of their

Excellencies having consented to Colonel Hobson's staying
out fifteen days longer, and of the extracts of letters from
Colonel Hobson and Sir G. Rook, which His Majesty has

* I.e., Prior's Ballad on tin Taking of Xi/mur.
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likewise seen, and is pleased nevertheless bo command me
to send a copy of my last leder to you relating fco thai
squadron, which His Majesty would have hastened oul as
was first intended, wherewith you will please to acquaint
their Excellencies.

Postscript.— 'The Slates have proceeded almost to a settle-

ment of the State of War for the nexl ve.-ir, which will not
be unlike the last both for the sea and land forces." (II. 155.)

R[ichard] Powys to Matthew Prior.

1695, Oct. 11[-21J. Whitehall.—"Mr. Tucker alter many
scruples hath at length passed your bill of extraordinaries.
1 have alwavs wanted directions from you what to do on
passing your bills, but believing you leave it to me in general
to do as 1 think tit, I have made pretty bold with your purse
and given Mr. Tucker three guineas, which is M. I0*.f to make
it slip the better, and remove the obstacles he made, lb-

complains you do not correspond with him as you ought.
On Wednesday next (which is our money day) I will give
Mr. Montague a memorial of what is due to you, and pray
do you write to him to assist you now your bill is past.

"The King arrived at Margate yesterday, and will this

night be at Kensington." (VIII. 93.)

Matthew Prior to [James] Vernon.

1695, Oct. 15-25. Hague.—" If I consider the part you
have always taken in my affairs, I ought to have given you
an account of them last post, but if I remember how much
business you must needs have upon your hands just on His
Majesty's coming over, it might (may be) have been manners
in, me to have deferred it a post or two longer : so far by way
of prelude, and now to enter into matter : upon His Majesty's
arrival here my Lord Villiers represented my services very
much beyond what they deserve, and indeed to that degree
that His Majesty was obliged to tell him that he had a good
opinion of me, and to manifest it he has declared his pleasure
that I continue here till he shall think tit to employ me else-

where ; which I take to be much better than to saunter in

the Court of Request and interpret the votes to Blanoard,

or be squired by that mirror of knighthood, Sir Fleetwood,
through every tavern from Fish Street Hill to the Cockpit.

The next thing to be considered was the pay. which (because

the extraordinaries which the King thought lit to allow me
before the arrival of a minister will be retrenched alter) my
Lord Villiers proposed to be augmented in th din.iry

allowance, and has so far advanced in it. as that Hi- Majesty
has not rejected it, or. to speak truer, promised it. Mr.

Keppel will remind His Majesty of it on your Bide, ami 1 no

more question but that a word in season from m> Lord Duke

t Cf, p. 53, supra. >»—5
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will confirm it than I question your being willing to mention

it to my Lord Duke : so that from Ratisbon and a residence,

I am fixed to my secretaryship and The Hague, where I shall

live very contented for the present, and endeavour to make
myself useful for the future ; and in sure and certain hope

that, as His Majesty knows already that twenty shillings is

but eight gilders, I shall get it doubled if His Grace thinks it

reasonable. I cannot tell you how infinitely I am obliged

to my Lord Villiers.

Postscript.—" I have forgot if Jimmy ever sent me word that

he received the book of treaties which I sent him from Mr.

Stepney." Copy. (X. 159.)

Matthew Prior to [Charles Montagu,]
Chancellor of the Exchequer.

1695, Oct. 18-28. Hague.—" I am still to trouble you
without making any apology, and you are to oblige me
without being tired. From the enclosed, which I writ to

Mr. Vernon with design that he may show it to my Lord Duke
of Shrewsbury, my Master will see the state of my affairs,

which are likely to be very well, if we can get that confirmed

on your side, which is already advanced as you see on ours
;

but it cannot rest on the foot where it is, for my privy seal

reaches no longer than six weeks after the arrival of a minister

at The Hague ; so that we must have a new privy seal passed

in order to my continuing here, which point His Majesty has

already determined, and not denied the increase of my
allowance upon the considerations I mention to Mr. Vernon,

which point likewise (by our favourite's intercession, to whom
sub rosa I am much obliged) I hope may be gained, and I

become less troublesome to you Lords of the Treasury, and
easy to myself and my studies till some further occasion. I

believe my Master will settle this affair with Sir William

Trumbull, to whom I have written of it at large ; and if we
get our forty shillings per day, for which possibly we must
have the name of agent, I would not change it for resident

and Ratisbon ; which may the better be done because our

privy seal must be altered, and we may draw an advantage
for ourselves from what would otherwise have proved a mis-

fortune. In this crisis of my fortune my Master will pardon

me ; however she turns, I am always yours. I wish I were

a little at Westminster to brigue you votes ; may you be as

happy in all you undertake as I could wish you." Copy.

(X. 161.)

R[ichard] Powys to Matthew Prior.

1695, Nov. 22[-Dec. 2]. Whitehall.—" Mr. Tucker tells

me Sir William Trumbull hath laid your affair before the

King, who is not inclinable to augment your allowance by
privy seal ; nor do I find they are yet about sending you
abroad, but Mr. Secretary says you shall be allowed the



67

other twenty shillings a day in your extraordinaries, which,
he says, must not exceed thai allowance; for now my Lord
Villiers acting at The Hague, you are to remain only as a

private person till the King sends you abroad, without
any further allowance of extraordinaries than to make
your ordinary entertainment 40s. a day. So that 1 see n<>

other method than to pass your privy seat* in this manner
as direeted, which I shall take care to do.

"I lay before Mr. Montagu every week a Btate of what
is due to you, but we are so poor at present that we are not
able to pay you.

" The Parliament met this day and have chose Mr. Foley again
their Speaker, and are to present him to-morrow to the King.

" Yesterday died Harry Purcell, our famous composer of
music." (VIII. 103.)

J[ohn] Tucker to Matthew Prior.

1695, Nov. 26|-Dec. 6]. Whitehall.—" I have with all

the earnestness and importunity of a faithful friend solicited

the augmentation of your allowance, and prevailed with
Mr. Secretary to speak a second time to the King for it, bxii

His Majesty will not be brought to consent to more than
20s. a day, and some consideration in bills of extraordinaries,

and those are not to exceed so
#
much more ; so you must be

content with what can be done in the manner I have told

you, until the King can find out something proper to employ
you upon, and I hope it will not be long before something
of that nature be done. His Majesty did not think fit to

allow you the character of Secretaire du Roy, and if he had,

it would not have entitled you to the 40«s. a day. Be satisfied,

and I am sure you will have no reason to repent it. 1 do
not hear of any removes from Brussels, etc." (II. 58.)

Matthew Prior to [Charles Montagu,]
Chancellor op the Exchequer.

169[5-]6, Jan. 6. N.S. Hague.—" This letter like one of

our wassailer's visits is to wish you a happy Christmas

and beg of you : in short I have half a year's ordinary

appointments, a bill of extraordinaries, one of its younger
brothers, now passing the Secretary's office, and another

almost fit to pass the seal, upon all which, unless you Lords

of the Treasury commiserate my condition. I break. His

Majesty has promised to send me farther when he has

occasion, and will keep me in the meantime upon the old

foot. One would not starve till one sees what may come
of these fair expectations, especially whilst .Mr. Montagu
is Lord of the Treasury.

"You will be pleased to let my Lord Godolphin know
we do what we can to drive Abell over into England. He
is perched at Amsterdam at singing with great satisfaction
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in a city where he owes nothing : his debts at London make
him afraid to venture at the kindness his patrons .there offer

him ; and I have a fellow feeling for the poor minstrel,

because at present I know how damned a thing it is to see

faces to whom one owes monej7
. I wish you, my good Master,

all success in your Parliamentary and private affairs.

Postscript.—" The Mary yacht is still on this side, which is

the reason that you have not yet your wine." Copy. (X. 162.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

169[5-]6, Jan. 10. N.S. Hague.—" This is chiefly to wish

you a good new year, with all the happiness that can

possibly attend it. I presume these from Mr. Stepney, which

I send you enclosed, are full of his reception at Diisseldorf,

and their desiring subsidies. I gave the Pensioner a packet

from Mr. Stepney of the same date with yours, which was to

that purpose, and returned the Pensioner's answer this

morning in a letter he sent me for Mr. Stepney, though I had
the substance of it viva voce last night, which was that no
subsidies could possibly be hoped for or expected.

" The sum of our Flanders news is that the French have
put garrison into their small castles between Sambre and
Meuse, to cover the country from incursions of parties from
Namur ; and that they are working at the fortifications of

Dinant, Philippeville and Charlemont.
" You will hear from Vienna that Count Windischgratz is

dead, and from Mr. Cresset that Bully Rose appears at

Hanover with the character of Envoy from the Elector of

Saxe : the secret of his ministry is to thank that Court for

having helped Mm out of the scurvy business at Hamburg,
and to desire the Elector of Hanover to lend his. Master the

French comedians.
" I know no more of this Mr. March than that he is a poor

man who pretends great interest in your acquaintance, and
spoke it with an air as if he wrote to you by your own order

and about your own concerns ; his letter else should never

have come into my packet, nor should I dare to trouble you
with any petitions but those that are immediately my own,
and which hitherto you have been pleased to receive favour-

ably as I ought always to own." Copy. (X. 163.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

169[5-]6, Jan. 7-17. Hague.—" We have been alarmed
here these two days by an express from Zeeland which brought
advice that the French were arming a squadron of 14 frigates

at Dunkirk. The States have ordered a regiment of 600

men, that was here, to march to Helvoet, and sent for as

many from Bois le Due to supply their place. They think

the enemy may design to bombard Helvoet or Flushing, but
they cannot do much harm in either of these places. We
since hear that 'tis only some privateers that the French
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more frightened than we are likely to be hurt.

:

' Your Honour receives immediately From Mr. Robinson
the Act by which the King of Sweden obliges strangers to

become burghers of that kingdom, or not stay in it Longer than
four months in the year. I will only tell yon jjjat the Dutch
look upon it to be a breach of all articles of alliance, and a

ruin to all commerce." Copy. (X. 166.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

169[5-]6, Jan. 14-24. Hague.—" My Lord Villi, i- yes-

terday rechanged the ratification for renewing the Grand
Alliance with the other ministers in the Congress, and Mr.

Norff was desired to use his interest that his master tin;

Elector of Cologne and Bishop of Liege might come into the

Alliance.

"Count Kaunitz confirms what I, presume Mr. Stepney
writes you, that the Emperor is treating with the Elector

Palatine that those troops of his which served last year upon
the Rhine may go for Hungary.
"His Imperial Majesty endeavours likewise to got into

that country the Saxon troops that stayed at home last year.

He makes overtures too for some from Hanover : so it i> little

matter for the Rhine and the Empire, provided the Danube
be kept and the Austrian countries and dominions enlarged.

"The Marechal de Lorges has (1 believe you have heard)

desired he may not serve on the Rhine this year by reason

of Ins ill-health.
" Our French letters confirm the news of their being resolved

to pass the Straits, and that too sooner than was first thought.

I heard they have intercepted a letter written from Admiral

Rooke to Whitehall, by which he assures you that our

rigging and tackle was all worn and bad, and that he had

not thirty vessels in a condition of doing any service." Copy.

(X. 167.)

J[ohn] Tucker to Matthew Prior.

1695-(j, Jan. l7[-27], Whitehall.—" I have jusl now got

your bill of extraordinaries allowed, with the article of the

Queen's Bounty to Your Worship. I hope you will now

think me a good boy. 1 told .Mr. Secretary that Mr. Powys
had spoken to the Chancellor of the Exchequer about it. and

that it was his opinion that yon would lose that 100J. per

annum, if it was not brought into your extraordinaries. So

with a little persuasion it passed." (11. 61.)

Matthew Prior to the [Earl of Dorset,]

Lord Chamberlain.

169[5-]6, Jan. 17-27. Hague.— w
* Si nee lli> Majesty's

going for England this side has afforded little worth writing,

or Your Lordship would have been troubled with me much
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oftener. By the last posts from France we think they mean
in earnest that their fleet % shall pass the Straits. Mons.
de Chasteau Renaux is at Toulon making all possible pre-

parations in order to it. Mons. de Nesmond is at Brest

equipping another squadron from thence ; but both at Brest

and Toulon they want seamen. The French have inter-

cepted a letter which Admiral Rooke had written to

Whitehall, in which he says he found the fleet in a bad con-

dition as to cordage and rigging, and that he should not be able

to have above thirty ships fit to serve. Your Lordship will

guess the impatience of this country that the winds may
change, and that the squadron designed for the Mediterranean
may arrive there in time.

" We were alarmed here some days since with the fear

of a visit either at Flushing or Helvoet from our neighbours
at Dunkirk, which we hear since they never intended us, it

being only some privateers going out and not a squadron
with bombs, as was reported.

'

' The French, Your Lordship knows, intend thirty new
regiments to be raised for the spring : the officers were much
easier named than the soldiers will be found, which come so

hardly that through Luxemburg they oblige every district

or balliage to provide a number of men proportionable to the

bigness of the place ; and will be no way satisfied as formerly
with money instead of the men. In their other conquered
countries they directly use force ; and in Switzerland they
cannot have men for money, which makes Mons. Amelot
very angry, especially with the Protestant Cantons, who, he
thinks, are underhand more friends to the Allies than becomes
their neutrality, and send them Memoirs, which it would be
downright rudeness to give to any other people^ however,
if the French employ their forces most upon the Rhine, the

Allies may have a bad campaign of it, for (to Your Lordship
I may say) instead of two armies which we projected to have
there, I wish we had but one good. The Emperor is so much
concerned for Hungary and the dominions of the Austrian
family on that side, that he utterly neglects the Rhine and
the safety of the Empire on this. The Cercles of Suabia and
Franconia can at best but keep up their own twenty thousand :

the Ecclesiastic Electors are ruined, and the Elector Palatine,

with whom my friend Stepney is at present Envoy, declares

positively that he cannot keep five regiments, which he had
in the Palatinate, any longer on foot without some assistance

"towards it ; and in one word neither His Majesty nor
Holland will allow him subsidies ; so he is striking up a
bargain with the Emperor to have them sent to Hungary,
and His Imperial Majesty can, it seems, find money to

provide for them there, though he knows not how to let them
subsist on the Rhine.
"As to my own private affairs, I did myself the honour

in the last I wrote Your Lordship to tell you that His
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Majesty has been pleased to continue me here longer, in

order, I hope, to employ me Bomewhere further as big Bervioe
may require or a vacancy be found : bul this will depend
upon the Duke of Shrewsbury and my Lord Portland, and
as they please to speak or act in my interests, fchey may
advance or retard them: and Mis .Majesty may be shown
greater merit to supply what his kindness., has already
promised me, if I have not some more powerTul intercessors
with these Ministers than my own letters. Sour Lordship
sees by all this the favour L would beg of you, fco name me to
these gentlemen with all my merit, which is to have had the
honour of knowing Your Lordship from my childhood, and
of having been bred up by you : after such a recommendal ion

I presume I should find but little difficulty in my way. 1

know I need only mention this thing, and leave the success
of it to Your Lordship's usual goodness, begging Your
Lordship to believe that I acknowledge myself already by
ten thousand obligations, &c." Copy. (X. 168.)

J[ohn] Tucker to Matthew Prior.

1695-6, Jan. 31 [-Feb. 10]. Whitehall.—" I have some
time since desired a very troublesome and laborious favour
of you, and that was, to let me know the names and charac-
ters of the several foreign ministers either of the Congress
or resident there, and if you could guess their several interests,

but of this I have heard nothing ; neither do I expect it so

soon, it being a work of some time.
'

' I have a great deal of scrawl upon my hands to-night.
'

'

(II. 63.)

The Earl of Dorset to Matthew Prior.

[1695-6,] Teb. 10[-20].—" Your last letters were expected
by me with great impatience, for I had heard you were
not well, and I now conclude 'twas a false report, because
you do not mention it. I am sure you would be very unjust

if you did not think me concerned enough to know the par-

ticulars of whatever happens to you.
" I am sorry your services have not as yet been considered

as they ought; my endeavours shall never be wanting to

serve you in all I can. Whatever happens, yon may assure

yourself that you shall always find a real friend here.'

Postscript. "Your little translation takes mightily here,

as everything that you write ought to do." (II. 64.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William.Trumbull.

[1695-6, March 6. N.S.]
—" The States had iiews to-daj

from Nieuport by intelligence out of Dunkirk, which says the

squadron there has- not yet its complement of men nor

materials ready for bombarding, so that it cannot take the

advantage of these spring tides to come out, and eonsequentiy

must wait another month.
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" The Zeelanders have laid aside their fears for this time,

which were unreasonable enough whilst they lasted, for they

had asked the States to send them the four ships, which he

before the Goeree, which would not have been sufficient to

resist John Bart in full sea, however it might hinder his

coming to Helvoet ; or if it were, we think that Helvoet

might be bombarded as well as Flushing, and that Holland

should be looked to as well as Zeeland. Proximus ego mihi

is an established rule in these provinces.
" The Swiss companies, about 1,000 men in all, which come

from Bergh-op-Zoom and the neighbouring garrisons, remain

still at Flushing and Ter Veer. The Zeelanders had indeed

some reason to be apprehensive, but I venture to tell Your
Honour (what I have from a good hand), Mr. d'Odyck had
more, for (sub sigillo) he is less beloved at Middelburg than

Mr. Boereel at Amsterdam, and was most earnest for the

march of the troops I mentioned to the coast, for fear the

mob thereabout might take the alarm the French gave them
for a pretext of assembling, and follow the steps which those

of Amsterdam led them : out (this to yourself alone and not

to the Secretary of State) people's mouths are very open
against him ; no sort of justice can be had from him, and
his commissioners and agents. Mr. Lilieroot gave in a

memorial some time since to the States General to have a

neutral ship released, which was accordingly done by the

Admiralty of Zeeland upon a letter to them from the States :

no sooner was the ship at liberty but an officer of Middelburg

re-seizes her upon a blind account of dues unpaid to the

Admiralty. The States are again interested in the matter
;

the Admiralty of Zeeland denies the thing, and it yet lies

undecided, Odyck saving himself by a protest that he knows
nothing of it either of the side of the Admiralty or the officer.

Ex pede Hercules ; and I only give Your Honour one

instance out of twenty.
'

' My Lord Villiers has informed Your Honour of

Harington's imprisonment, and what I have extorted from
him at Rotterdam, that he has been of King James's guard

in France ; has been a privateering under Vaughan ; was
at the taking the Diamond frigate, and escaped (as he calls

it) out of France with Vaughan, whom he parted with at

Sluys, met again (by chance only) at Amsterdam, and whom
he believes to be gone to Hamburg or Sweden to run away
with a ship or do some villany of that kind. I have since been

at Amsterdam, but by all the search I could make there I

cannot trace Vaughan or the others Wall described, so I have
left Wall at Amsterdam, and have ordered matters so that,

if he can make any discovery, he may be assisted by the

magistracy, and a friend whom I can trust there, in having

the persons he names apprehended. In the meantime Sir

Paul Rycaut and Mr. Gregg and Robinson are writ to, to

inquire if Vaughan be in their parts. I know not if we shall
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make much of our plot, for (to conclude this article) I look
upon Wall to !»< one of the greatest villains I ever \<t spoke
with." Copy. (X. 170.)

Matthew Prior i<» [Arnold Joost van] Keppel.
109[f) |ti. March !>. |\.s.J Bague. " Je me suie toujoun

propose de passer pom- un homme nn peu mZftTeste, el pour
cela je me suis contents de faire mille voeux en particulier
pour votre bien, plutot que de vous incommoder par dee
lettres qui ne contiendroienl autre chose <|u<- (Us marques
de ma sensibilite pour toutes voa honn betels. Mais qu'on
me prenne pour Irlandois, et qu'on me pende oomme
Jacobite si je saurois me taire dans cette conjoncture ! Hon
Dieu, quel attentat! Mais il y a. un ciel qui veille but la

personne du Roy, et il y aura un enfer pour abimer aee

ennemis. Je vous prie, Monsieur, de me pardonner eel

emportement. Infame ! traitre ! assassin! parricide! voila

les seuls terme» qui me puissent sortir de la bouehe :

cependant je consens d'oublier pour ee momenl ma haine
contre ceux qui ne font que du mal, pour dire combien j'estime
et honore un homme qui ne prend plaisir qu' a faire du bien.

Je puis vous protester, Monsieur, qu'outre <|iie demande
de moi en cette occasion pour attachement pour la personne
du Roi et mon amour pour la patrie, j'en ai une fort sensible

pour ce qui regarde vos interets particuliers." Copy. (X. 173.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

169[5-]6, March 3-13. Hague.—" Your Lordship's good-
ness was pleased to pardon my writing sometimes to yon the
last year. I dare not take that liberty now, being sufficiently

assured that my Lord Villiers corresponds constantly with

Your Lordship, and that Your Lordship has not leisure enough
to be troubled with letters filled only with my acknow-
ledgments of your favours. I could not. however, forbear
at this conjuncture to testify to Your Lordship the general

joy here, (and my own in particular), for the greal miracle

God in His mercy has wrought amongsl n> in preserving

His Majesty's person from a conspiracy thai n<> history ">r age
can equal. I make bold to tell Your Lordship thai I take
what care I ought to have this hellish design displayed in its

proper colours here; and 1 hope the King will send a mani-
festo to all Courts in Christendom, thai no peace ran be made
with France till King Lewis be driven like Nebuchadnezzar
from the society of all human creatures."

Postscript. " I must add that Admiral Russell is upon
the French coasts, and has sent the Centurion into Ostende
for pilots in order to go as far as possible towards Dunkirk.

I hear that it will be impracticable for the enemy to save their

great vessels, except they have time enough to take oul their

cannon.
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" The wind is North, but blows too fresh for anything to

be ck>ne to-day, as I hear those say who understand it. God
send us good success." Copy. (X. 175-6.)

J[ohn] Tucker to Matthew Prior.

1695-6, March 6 [-16]. Whitehall.— " Our Plot keeps us

in such continual hurry that, until the heat of it be a little

more over, you must excuse us from writing to you so

punctually as we otherwise should do. I hope in few days

we shall come to trial of some of the conspirators, three of

them, viz., Charnock, Bertram, and Keyes, have orders to

prepare for Tuesday next ; and I believe their trials will

soon be followed with several others, so that one way or other

we may expect to have some of our trouble taken off our

hands.
'

'

*

Requesting him to buy him " two pieces of good cambric

for handkerchiefs." (II. 66.)

Lord Dursley to Matthew Prior.

1695-6, March 10 [-20].
—" I have had no leisure to set my

hand to anything but commitments since the discovery of

the Plot, which is the reason that I have not returned sooner

my great thanks to Mr. Prior for all his kindness to my son

Charles, and particularly that of going to Amsterdam with him,

and giving of him the best advice and showing of him his best

way of travelling, which he was wholly a stranger to."
'

' Jemmy happened to be ashore with us in Bedford Row
(the first time in ten months) when we heard of the embroil

upon the coasts, which made Jemmy very impatient to be

aboard again ; so we sent him to my Lord Berkeley, and
from thence I hear he is returned to his own ship the

Centurion.

"We hear nothing of Mr. Prior's coming for England,

and therefore by the next opportunity intend to send you
some cider and ale, supposing English drinks may not be

disagreeable to you." (II. 67.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

169[5-]6, March 13-23. Hague.—' ' The letters from France,

which should have been received here on Tuesday, were kept

back, and to-day we had both posts together ; they are filled

with excuses for their Government, in what relates to the

conspiration against our King's sacred life ; that King Louis

intended indeed to re-establish King James, but by open

force of arms, and will go on in the same design ; that it

was expected every day when they should hear that Mons.

de Chasteau Renault had passed the Straits : he was not

come out, however, the 10th instant ; that he would but

just touch at Brest, where the Marquis de Nesmond is ready

with his squadron to join him, and that they will both come
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immediately towards Dunkirk in order fco convoy the troops
for England. This, indeed, is the leasl they can say, and
probably it is the leasl (hey intend: it is certain, however,
that King James with all his household is still at Calais,
where all things lie ready to be embarked. Whatever they
design, I hope our fleet may be in the ocean as booh as theirs.
In the meantime, it you will hang villains in-JSngland, you
will hinder others from coming to you.

" Our fleet is gone further off from the coasl of Dunkirk!
"Two hundred small vessels from Bordeaux arrived the

7th at Brest with provisions for the fleet to remain there till

the Toulon squadron arrives.
" I make bold to add[ress] to you a French Pont m;i k.

by which you will see what opinion some of them have of the
descent with which they threaten us." Copy. (\. 176.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

169[5-16, March 17-27. Hague.—" Letters from Paris of
the 23rd say that the fleet which was to have sailed from tin-

Isles of Hyeres the 13th was not gone the 15th. They say
this fleet is to join the squadrons of Brest, Roehefort, and
St. Malo, which will consist of twenty-five sail, and to go on
with their design against England, which, they say, vras

retarded only till their fleets were all together; and that
King James is in the meantime to live at Boulogne to be ready
for his embarking when all things else are so.

" The Court of France takes a great deal of pains to clear
itself of having anything to do in the conspiracy against His
Majesty, and their emissaries and our neutral friends here
take no less. We shall hear from England how-
far their apologies hold good against our conspirators' con-
fessions : in the meantime their being too hasty to be
justified is not a very genuine mark of their innocence.

"You will have heard that we have five companies of

Bellasis' regiment and five of Earle's taken by three French
privateers and carried into Dunkirk. Mons. D'Auerquerque
sent to have the men ransomed, but the Governor answered
he could do nothing in it without first having orders from
the Marquis de Boufflers." Copy. (X. 178.)

Matthew Prior to [Arnold Joost van] Kbppel.

169[5-]G, March 17-27. Hague.—" Par les lettres de Pans
du 13 Mars '96 on mande que la flotte qui devoil partir >\>-

Toulon le 13me ne le fit pourtant pas le I
•"">'"

. On compte qu'elle

doit joindre les escadres de Brest, Rochfort, Port Louis et

St. Malo, qu'on dit etre de 25 vaisseauz de guerre, que le

dessein sur l'Angleterre n'avoit pas ete execute parce qu'on
n'etoit pas assez fort par mer pour le soutenir avant I'arrivee

de la flotte de Toulon; que ce dessein s'executera aussi-

tot que toute la flotte sera jointe, et qu'en attendant le Roi

Jacques iroit demeurer a Boulogne ; on croit pourtant qu'
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on ne laisse ce miserable Prince par les cotes que pour sauver

les apparences et faire accroire seuleraent que leur dessein

n'est pas encore echoue. et qu'il ne dependoit pas d'un

meurtre et d'un parricide On prend beaucoup de peine a

Versailles pour tacher d'en disculper le Roi de France ;
il

y a de ses emissaires ici a la Haye et de nos amis neutres qui

n'en prennent pas moins. On parle d'un manifesto que la

Cour de France veut publier : je doute fort qu'elle n'ose

rien faire avant que de savoir au vrai les preuves qui resul-

teront du proces fait au coupables en Angleterre. Cinq

compagnies du regiment de Bellasis et autant de celui d'Erle

ont ete pris par les armateurs Francois et menes a Dunquerque.
" On dit qu'a Paris on a frappe une medaille avec l'effigie

de Sa Majeste et des paroles bien outrageantes , si cela se

trouve vrai j'en ferai frapper bien d'autres ici, et par ma foi

et ma conscience, comme auroit dit en pareil cas Mons. Jour,

ie les ferai distribuer de la Hollande jusques a Japon."

Copy. (X. 177-8.)

J[ohn] Ellis to Matthew Prior.

1695-6, March 20 [-30]. Whitehall.—Desires Prior to send

him a book lately published, entitled Samuelis Puffendorf

de rebus gestis Fred[erici] Wilhelmi Magni Elecloris Brandenb

[urgensis] commentariorum lib 19. Berolini, 1695.
'

' You will find by the paper the three traitors gave to the

Sheriff that they acknowledge the fact for which they were

condemned. Walbanck was taken this afternoon." (II. 68.)

[Arnold Joost van] Keppel to Matthew Prior.

1695-6, March 20 [-30]. Kensington.
—" On ne scauroit

assez remercier la providence divine de la decouverte de cet

execrable parricide, dont la pensee doit faire horreur a tous

ceux qui aiment la religion protestante et la liberte de

l'Europe, qui estoient absolument enveloppe dans l'evenement

de ce dessein. Je ne m'estonne nullement que vous avez

este tres vivement touche de cette nouvelle ; tous les fidels

serviteurs du Roy et bons Chrestiens y ont paty egalment
;

mais comme leur premier mouvement de crainte et d'embarras

est tourne en joye, j'espere que ce meschant dessein des ennemys
tournera a l'avantage de nostre auguste monarque, et de tous

ceux qui ont l'honneur de le servir." (II. 69.)

Matthew Prior to [James] Vernon.

169[5-]6, March 20-30. Hague.—" I am extremely obliged

to you for your favour of the 13-23 with the enclosed account
of the trials of the greatest villains that ever were yet heard
of, except those only that set them to work. My Lord Villiers

will give you his thanks for it, and so I presume will your son
Stepney, to whom I send a copy to-morrow morning. The
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Pensioner of Holland ought to scud you a medal and ohain,
for I have communicated it bo him, as he has done to the
States. 1 am glad you forgive my troubling you sometimes
with what passes here; 'tis far from compliment thai I tell

you I think it my duty to do so. I oughl not to forget,
though perhaps you'do, that I owe it in great measure to pour
advice and kindness that I am gol thus far, and you musl
not be angry with me if I consult you, which is the way I

further. You know how it is with me here: I have my
appointments and lie .fallow

; 1 have ambition enough to
desire to do something for the bread they give me, though
I have no reason to complain that they give it me for doing
very little. Whenever 1 go forward, i'l is to be, I presume,
in the track 1 am in. Our patrons would ask, if they knew
for what Mr. Hill succeeds .Mr. Wolseley at Brussels, what is

to become of Mr. Wolseley, and who goes to Venice and
Florence ? or must the Northern (fowns or Brandebourg
have anybody sent to them I Omm solum forti patria i it.

Believe me this letter is neither the effect of spleen or ambition.
but downright to ask his advice who, I think, is more capable
to give it than any man else I know." Copy. (X. 180-1.)

R[ichard] Powys to Matthew Prior.

1695-6, March 24 [-April 3]. Whitehall.— " I have yours of the
13-23 instant with your bill of extraordinaries, which I carried
to Mr. Tucker, who would not allow of your exceeding 20s. a

day, so was forced, where you had made it 39/. for letters, to
cut off its tail and make the 9 a cypher ; with which he passed
it, making no exception to the three other additional articles.

and our Treasury have ordered tallies to be given for all your
bills, which I shall strick [sic] this week and dispose of them as

you shall direct. The whole payable to you is 594/. 9s.
' I desire you will be pleased to acquaint my Lord Villiers

that tallies are likewise ordered for His Lordship's hills of

extraordinaries." (VIII. 135.)

Matthew' Prior to [Arnold Joost van] Keppel.

1696, April 3. N.S. Hague.—Complimentary letter, ac-

knowledging the unexpected honour of Keppel' s reply to his

former letter. French. Copy. (X. 181.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1696, March 31 [-April 10].—Whitehall '«
I am really

not able to tell you to what post Wblseley will be assigned,

nor do I find he knows himself, for he writes to me by this

post to give him some light into it. but I can't satisfy him.

If your friends are in the humour to move the King in your
behalf, I would not have you balk their fancy . nor is it

necessary in my judgment to prescribe a plate to the King.

If there be more stations than one in Italy. Mr. Wolseley
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can't pretend to fill them all, and if you come in for a second
choice, T suppose you will be well enough contented. I think

you may rely on my Lord [Shrewsbury] 's assistance when
the matter is ripe for resolution, but I do not know how
proper the conjuncture is at present.

" Pray give my respects to my Lord Villiers, and let him
know that I have it from one of our divines who is newly come
from Sir William Perkins, that he has owned to him he saw
and read the commission of King James, which Porter speaks
of in his evidence ; but he hath not «is yet explained himself

any further. I know not what he may do, for this evening
His Majesty hath signed a reprieve both for Sir William
Perkins and Sir John Friend, to put off the execution till

Friday." (II. 71.)

J[ohn] Tucker to Matthew Prior.

1696, May 15 [-25]. Whitehall.—" I have received this

morning your letter of the 12th, and with it your ingenious

lines upon His Majesty's arrival. I will not commend you
because I will not reproach you ; for ignorant men's com-
mendations are oftentimes such. Another reason I have for

it is that, had I an understanding and skill enough to judge
of poetry, I would forbear to praise you, for fear it should

make you vain, which you know that I know you are already.

I will, however, venture to say this much, that they please me,
and I have read some parts of them three or four times over

this day, though it be a post.
'

' I took care of all the others you sent me, and had them
carefully delivered.

'

' When I begged the trouble of you to buy me some cambric,

I begged nothing but the trouble ; and I am sorry you forbid

me giving you any further troubles of that kind by telling

me, in effect

—

To be rid of this impertinent fellow I will give

him two pieces of cambric. This may be a sense naturally

enough put upon your kindness, and I am sure I have reason

to take it so, unless I had more reason to deserve it : however,

I thank you for it. I believe I shall receive it to-morrow.
" Forgive this scribble. I am hastening to go to some

company, a thing I seldom do." (II. 72.)

Sir William Trumbull to Matthew Prior.

1696, May 15 [-25]. Whitehall.
—"Your writing to me

what passes on that side is so far from needing an excuse,

that, if you did forbear it, after I have so often invited you
to it, I should think I had reason not to pardon you for re-

fusing me that satisfaction, which I cannot receive so entire

from any other hand ; and therefore desire you will continue

it, whether you are in court or camp. But it seems they are

not willing you should go into the field, and I think they are

in the right, for I know no field that can produce so good
poetic fruits as The Hague does, which are admirable ; and
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I thank you very heartily for my Bhare of them. Hie
mighty theme has suggested proportionable words and thoughts,
and you have outdone yourself on this happj occasion of
His Majesty's preservation, as you used to outdo others
on other subjects; and though I am unwilling to deny you
anything you ask. yel I cannot allow you to be a better
secretary than a poet, bul must make you amends in saying
you have found the secret of joining two things generally
thought incompatible, poetry and business, and both in

perfection." Signed. -(II. 73.)

J[ohn
|
Ellis to Matthew Prior.

1696, May 19 [-29]. Whitehall.— " T give you the trouble
of this by Mr. Secretary [Trumbull |\s order, who courts your
correspondence, wherein he takes a particular delighl : and
therefore, though he writ to you himself last post. I am to

acquaint you that he desires yon will not tail to give him the
satisfaction of letting him hear from your hand what passes
concerning the war, and proposals of peace, what progn
the one makes, and what are made in the latter-, if any.*'

" Having performed my commands. \ am in my own name
to return you thanks, though disproportionate to the presenl
you have made me of your excellent poem on the King's
preservation, which will preserve and perpetuate the
memorial of it." (II. 74.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1696, May 26 [-June 5]. Whitehall.—I like your poem so
" well that I am not satisfied you intend it shall he your last

Everybody has not my excuse that they are otherwise fully

employed ; I wish it were your case ; but if you have
intervals, \ know not why you should not continue to make
use of them for the honour of our Master and your own.
If I should desire you not to seek your discharge till we have
better writers, I should prescribe you a long term." (II. 7"».

)

R[ichard] Powys to Matthew Prior.

1696, June 2 [-12]. Whitehall.—" We are here under
all the difficulties on account of our coin thai can be

imagined, all payments stopped and foreign hills protested,

nor will any body so much as touch a tally. I have m my
hands 594/. 9.s., whereof I paid .Mr. Storer 60/., and \<<v fees

for your bill of extraordinaries and for your tallies 32/. 14*."

(VIII. 143.)

J[ohn] Tucker to Matthew Prior.

1696, June 2 [-12]. Whitehall. Complaining thai tin-

pieces of cambric have been changed in the posl for pieoee

of coarser texture, having been sent, not in a box, hut " in

a brown paper which was broken open, and afterwards sealed
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up again in white paper." Requesting further news of the

proposals for peace ; and wishing that Prior's bills of ex-

traordinaries were to be sent every post, so that he might
receive more letters from him. (II. 77.)

Matthew Prior to the [Earl of Dorset,]
Lord Chamberlain.

1696, June 12-22. Hague.—" I have very little to trouble

Your Lordship with more than (as Sir Fleetwood used to

say) ivho went over the other side. ; or if I had any more, Your
Lordship has it from my Masters. People will have it here

that in the midst of war we are thinking of peace, and that

M. Cagliere [Callieres] is somewhere incognito in Holland.

Some that have formerly known him pretend to have seen

him at Amsterdam ; however that may be, it is certain that

Monsieur Dyckveldt has lately made several little journeys

out of the way ; which would not be so remarkable if the

man loved either a mese (sic) or a mistress, but as it is they
think it politics, and argue him wise from his dulness, &c."

" N.B. The rest of this letter was my own affairs,

which God prosper." Copy. (X. 184.)

R[ichard] Powys to Matthew Prior.

1696, June 30 [-July 10]. Whitehall.—" I have paid your
bill of one hundred pounds in guineas ; but for your tallies

I cannot think of disposing of them, nor will I offer at it until

your affairs require an absolute necessity for doing of it. The
straits we are in for want of money is not to be imagined

;

and if I were now to discount your tallies, I cannot get them
done in new money or guineas for 20 per cent.* This is indeed
intolerable, and instead of mending, which we every day
have expected, it grows worse and worse. There is between
7 and 800,000/. new coined, and yet hardly any of it appears
about the town ; they now coin 70,000/. a week, but I

know not when we shall have it run plenty."
'

' Mr. Tucker hath got your bill of extraordinaries allowed.

You will do well, if you please, to write to Mr. Montague
that you cannot get your tallies discounted but at an ex-

travagant loss, and beg Ins favour in ordering this bill, and
the quarter, if possible, in money." (VIII. 155).

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1696, June 30 [-July 10]. Whitehall.— " Mr. Methuen is

appointed one of the Commissioners for Trade, but I believe

* Other letters of Powys of a little later date refer to the great lack of
ready cash. On Aug. 25 he writes :

—
" I do not believe I can get the

money advanced under 30 pounds per cent. ; you may guess by this what
a condition we are in, and how scarce money is here '

' ; and on Nov. 6
following he adverts again to the " want of money " and " complaints
that are made about it. from the highest to the lowest ; many people
who would mortgage their plate and jewels," being unable to "get
money upon them." (VIII. 159—171).
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he has no groat mind to change his posl for it
; he la well

satisfied with what he hath, and before he relinquishes it he

would gladly tu see of what duration this Commission ia Like

to be, at least whether it is like to outlive the nexl sessions

of Parliament
;

and therefore he proposes to come over to

take possession no otherwise than by substituting his Bon in

Portugal, that he may he .it liberty either to-*aturn back or

continue a Methuen si ill at Lisbon. 5Tou 366 fte is for playing

a sure game; but 1 don't know that his coming away will

be required upon those terms, ami am mo I inclined to think

he may stay there.
" I desire you will forward the enclosed to Mr. Breuil, who

writes the Lardon.'" (II. 78.)

Sir William Trumbull to .\l\rnn:\\ Prior.

1696, July 7 [-17]. Whitehall.—" I value your kind

letters as I ought to do; and would oftener write you my
acknowledgments if I had anything besides to accompany
them. But here we have as lit lie news as money, and since

there is none of this stirring, 'tis well the 'people do not.

" I do most heartily thank you for the accounts you _r ive

me of M. Caliere [Callieres], and when you hear further of

his motions and what they are like to produce, you can't oblige

me more than by letting me hear from you. The same
favour I desire when you are informed of .M. Plessen'a nego-

tiation, and of the design of the transport-ships which are

preparing in Zealand. I assure you both in this and all other

matters of my inviolable secrecy, and that nobody (either

on this or your side of the water) shall know anything of our

correspondence. I believe Mr. Tucker has formerly sent

you word of my readiness to sign your bills." (II. 79.)

Matthew Prior to

1696, July 15-25. Hague.—" We expect you will either

make war or peace in good earnest . ML Calliere ia still amongst

us, if you will have the latter; and both the Emperor and

the King of France (we say) must leave the giving back or

dismantling of Strasbourg to the King of England'a mediation

after the other points are adjusted. If you intend war, Mr.

Dyckvelt has borrowed (you will have known) three millions

(Holland's money) of Amsterdam at 5 per cent., the States

being security for the interest ; and with this you are to

besiege Dunkirk, get to it as you can.
" The disorders of our [exjchange arc such as I do nol

where it will end, since the Schepena of Amsterdam will have

no regard to our bank bills or goldsmiths" notes, and have

adjudged no bills returned from England to be worthily

answered except they are all paid in ready money, which all

the English say is impossible for them to comply with
;

in

the meantime there is 12 per cent, difference between hills
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answered by bank and those in ready money, and all the
mediums our merchants offer (of defraying half in ready money
and half in bank bills, or of having this difference regulated
by a public order and the disproportion settled to some certain
sum) are all found ineffectual.

' If M. Cailliere is at Amsterdam, he will know that this

makes a greater noise there than my Lord Berkeley does
upon the coasts of Brittany." Copy. (X. 185.)

Matthew Prior to the [Earl of Dorset,]
Lord Chamberlain.

1696, July 21-31.—" The last letters we received from
Flanders left the King marching" his army towards Cambron
by Ath, where he arrived on Sunday night. His design is

either to force the French lines in case Mons. de Boufflers
does not move that way, or to observe him if he does, whilst
Prince Vaudemont besieges Dunkirk (we say), but whilst he
bombards it, is I believe the utmost we propose. 'Tis for

this end that stores and ammunition of all kind are ready at
Nieuport, and the Dutch squadron with the bomb-vessels
now before Ostend will bombard Dunkirk by sea, whilst the
Prince does the same by land. There is little question but
that the Duke of Savoy's truce will end in a peace. He is

too far in the French hands to think of retrieving what he
has done, and would be a fool to imagine the Allies would ever
pardon him for having been a knave in abandoning them.
Our French letters say that Monsieur is going to Lyon with
a great equipage to meet the young Princess.

' Our fleet has done no great exploits on the coasts of

Brittany and Poitiers. The French say our sea-bombarding
is throwing English crowns to break their glass-windows.

' The talk of a peace cools extremely. I know not if we
have withstood our market, or if the French never yet pro-
posed anything to be accepted.

' Our war in Hungary is managed with the usual prudence.
Temeswar was to have been besieged, and when the Germans
were within five miles of the place, they found they had forgot
powder, bullets, pioneers, and pickaxes." Copy. (X. 186.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1696, July 24 [-August 3]. Whitehall.—" I can now tell

you that
'

' Mr. Methuen '

' comes over to be at the opening
of the Parliament, and designs to leave his son his curate,

whom he has sent for on purpose from Italy. I perceive,
if he then find the Commission of Trade like to stand, and
that Portugal may go by entail upon the heirs male, he will

stay here ; otherwise he will be slipping back into his post
again. So that I don't see what great expectancy you can
have there, but you do well to be alert and on the watch,
and I hope your next attempt (whatever it may be) will

succeed better." (II. 80.)
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Sir William TBUMBULL bo Mattii i:w PBIOB.

1696, August 22 [-Sept, 1 1. Easthampstead.—" I am rot
into the country for a few days, and would willingly follow
the advice of our <_r <>'>d friend Horace, Ducere soliciUh jttcunda
oblivia vitae. Here [ received the satisfaction, and heartily

thank you for it, of your kind letter of the lit 29inst. By this

I find that the great article of peace or war 7s still very un-
certain ; and the other, as to the Princess of Brandenburg,
very mysterious. However, these matters oannol bul excite

my curiosity, and make me renew my requesl to you, thai

at such a crisis as this you would continue to be more watchful
than ever. I rely so much on your friendship, which. I assure
you, I will ever inviolably preserve, that \ desire you l>v every
post to give me the most particular accounts you can. and that

you will trust me with an exact character of this Prince

Brandenburg, as to her person, age, humour, and everything;
for I cannot but begin to think there is something in all this

noise."* (IT. 83.)

Matthew Prior to the [Earl of Dorset,]
Lord Chamberlain.

[1696, Sept. 4. N.S.]—" I have not troubled Your Lord-
ship with our guesses and wagers concerning a peace,

since I could not speak of it till now with any certainty.

The mystery is at length out, for yesterday the Pensioner
of Holland told the ministers at the Congress the effect of

Mons. Dyckvelt and Mons. Caillier's [Callieres'] meetings
;

that France would consent to a peace upon the foot of the

Westphalia and Nimegue treaties ; and that if the several

ministers would write to their Masters, they might upon
these grounds begin to treat.

" The ministers of our smaller German allies are really

concerned and angry at these appearances, for subsidies is

the word with them, and they would sell us war as long as

we have money or tallies. Our Imperial ministers, though
they really desire a peace, would have it thought that we court

them to it ; they made difficulties about what was meant
by the Treaty of Westphalia, to which it was answered that

that would be explained, and what was now proposed was
only a ground-work on which they were to proceed.

" This is the state of our affairs here. We expecl shortly U>

hear of plenipotentiaries named with my Lord Villiers for

the treaty. I must trouble Your Lordship with a word
concerning my own affairs at this conjuncture.

" I have reason to expect to be Secretary t<> the Embassy,
having served five years on the place, and being able to

plead a sort of prescription to it ; but nothing is sure at a

Court, and though I have not many enemies, others may
have better friends. Lord Villiers will contribute as much

* I.e., a rumour that the King waa^disposed t.> marry the Prin ttr. 11

Brief Historical Relation, iv. l>4, 101.
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as is in his power to my having this thing, and Your Lordship

will, I am sure, send me a line from yourself to my Lord

Portland in my behalf, which would fix it beyond dispute

whilst the King is yet on our side. I beg Your Lordship

to pardon me eternally troubling you ; I am conscious of it,

but cannot tell how to help it, and I seem as much to

challenge a right to Your Lordship's favour to me, as you
ought to do to my entire obedience and duty to your com-
mands.

'

' We have "had news these last two posts that the Grand
Monarch has been very ill ; the French post this morning

confirms it. He has a swelling in his neck, which is a kind of

pestsore, for which he has been blistered and scarified, and
is not out of danger. We are praying devoutly for his good
passage, and would fain have our peace signed by Louis the

Fifteenth. Great preparations are making for the reception

of the young Princess of Savoy : the Duchess of Crequy

and the Duke of Choiseul are to meet her. We talk very

much of a marriage on our side between the King and the

Princess of Brandenburg, but I think without much ground,

as far as I can see into the matter. One of the parties only

are resolved ; the King however intends to pay them a visit

at Cleves ; we shall then see if we ought to distinguish between

love and civility." Copy. (X. 189.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1696, Sept. 1 [-11].—Whitehall. " My Lord Duke returns

an answer to what you sent him, and was glad of the

opportunity to serve you, as you have the best pretensions

and have put .in your claim early ; I hope you will meet

with no disappointment. This hath put me upon con-

sidering who may be the most likely to be your rival, and I

can't think of any one except Mr. [Daniel] Pulteney ;
and

that I imagine will only happen in case my Lord Rornney

be one of the plenipotentiaries."*

Postscript. " To show you my Lord Duke expects you
should have this secretaryship, he bids me bespeak you to

reserve a clerk's place for a young gentleman he intends to

send over for that occasion, who is now bred in this office,

and is the son of Mr. Rowley, whom His Grace hath a par-

ticular kindness for. And his son is a youth of great hopes,

who writes very prettily, and will copy very well both in

Latin and French ; and when he hath had this improvement,

he is to be returned us again." (II. 86.)

Treaty of Turin.
Lord Lexington and Mons. Heemskerk to the Emperor.

1696, Sept. 16. [N.S.]—Memoir urging the continuance

of the war in Italy, notwithstanding the Duke of Savoy's

Cf. Bucclcuch MSS. (Hist. MSS. Comm.) EI. Pfc I. 391, 397-8 ; Pfc, II. 401-3.



secession from the Alliance*; for il the neutrality be
accepted "la France sera delivree d'une guerre qui lui

coute le double de ce qu'elle lui couteraii ailleurs, de
qu'au lieu de 36,000 hommes qu'elle 3 a a present, elle en
entretiendra 72[000] avec les memes sommes. Outre qu'elle
pourra se prevaloir des garnisons de Pignerol, Suze < t Nizza
aussi bien que des troupes qu'elle tienl pouj^ia defense des
cotes de mer, el cette augmentation de force, empl
ailleurs, est sunisante pour faire diversion, tellement que
de tons cotes nous serons reduite a une guerre deferj

et .i la derniere e$tremite dans les lieux ou la foudre tombera,
et il i'aut etre aveugle pour ne pas voir quelle pais
ensuivra. D'autre cote la guerre cessanl en Italic, les Allies

n'en pourront tirer plus de 20,000 hommes, el Die

alors on saura ou il les faudra met tic el ainsi an lieu de
souffrir pendant quelque pen de temps quelque Lncommodite'
dans le Milanois, nous verrons L'ennemi, dominan
Catalogne, s'emparer de royaumes et de provinces entires
sans que les autres Allies, quelque bonne volont^ qu'ils eu

de le faire, le puissenl empecher. C'esl en Italic qu'il faul

defendre la Catalogne corntne Scipion defendit I'ltalie en
Afrique ; d'ailleurs la chose n'est pas desesp'-re : nous
avons vu en d'autre temps qu'il n'est pas si facile de subju
l'Etat de Milan, et ce ne sera pas la premiere fois que Valence
s'est defendue vaillamment, et qu'Alexandrie a ct<

sans avoir ete prise dans les conjonctures 011 1' Espagne n'avoit

pas les amis qu'elle a a present. 11 n'y a qua temporiser,

et qui empechera qu'on n'y envoye, meme avant I'hiver,

des forces sumsantes pour faire tete a no- ennemis el nous
assurer des quartiers d'hiver, ce ne seront pas les ennemis
assurement. Notre negligence en sera la seule cause puis qu'il

est certain que les Allies ont beaucoup plus de troupes 411c

les Francois, s'ils prenoient les mesures, et qu'ils eussent

la promptitude que Ton doit s'efforcer d'avoir dans de

semblables extremites, et ils seroient bientot dans une supe-

riority en Italie suffisante pour y trouver <U'< quartiers et

tirer, s'ils le vouloient, une partie de leur entretien de

qui ont donne occasion a ces nouveaux troubles. Pour cette tin

nous offrons a V.M.I, et au service public une flotte dans la

Mediterranee et de concourir de la part de nos Ma tres tout

ce qui est requis pour y continuer la guerre par terre

apparence de succes." Copy. (XV. 1

J[ohn] Tucker to Matthew Pbiob.

1696, Sept. 11 [-21]. Whitehall.—" There navi
such advances made towards a treaty for a general p

that now it is no longer a secret. I hope il is no crime t'>

desire you the favour to let me know the conditions upon

which it is proposed, and which the Pensioner in a full

assembly made known to the several plenipotentiaries in a

* Of. Lexington Papers, ed. Manners Sutton, p. 221,
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full deduction of all the overtures that had been made by
the French ministers. Others pretend to have them, and I

have seen them ; but can scarce believe them to be right,

because we have them not here from those from whom we
ought to expect them .... But I will venture to tell you a

secret, and that is, that we have received more just and

perfect accounts of this matter from hands less concerned

to send them, than we have had from The Hague, from whence

they ought to have come.
'

' The town is full of discourse here as well of the death of

the King as Queen of Spain, and wagers laid every day of it,

which makes us impatient to receive our letters from abroad.
'

' If the treaty goes on, I wish you success in your preten-

sion to be Secretary to the Embassy, and should be glad if

any good office I could do you to Mr. Secretary would any

ways contribute to it." (II. 87.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

1696, Sept. 15-25. Hague.
—" The courier which we have

expected from Vienna arrived on Sunday night, and

Count Aversperg went with him to Loo. The Emperor's

answer is, I hear, first, that Aix-la-Chapelle should be the

place to treat, so that he takes himself to have the sole right

of naming ; secondly, the entire restitution of Lorraine
;

and thirdly, the ten Imperial towns of Alsace to be restored,

though the French had them by the Treaty of Minister. I

know not how reasonable the first of these points will seem

to His Majesty, or the two latter to Mons. Caglier [Callieres]
;

but this I know, that the Dutch Ministry are all for hastening

a peace, and are impatient till His Majesty's arrival here,

in order to the making some public step in this affair. My
Lord Villiers will (I think without doubt) be one of the

plenipotentiaries ; we name Lord Pembroke and Sir William

Trumbull for the other two : the least we say that the best

civil lawyer in England can do for her is to make this peace.

His Majesty has pleased to approve my being secretary

(though as yet I do not say so) ; and it would augment that

honour sensibly to me if I might have you for my master."

Copij. (X. 194.)

Matthew Prior to [Charles] Montagu.

[1696, Sept.]
—"As no man ever had so good a patron,

so certainly no man had ever such occasion for him as I

at this time. My tallies I cannot sell under thirty per cent,

loss ; my aunt will not send me one farthing ;
the chain

and medal the States gave me is at pawn ; I have but two

pistoles in the house or (to say plainly) in the world, and

I have every morning a levee (God be thanked for the respite

of Sunday) of postmen, stationers, tailors, cooks and wine-

merchants who have not been paid since last December.

This is the state of the matter : there needs no great oratory
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to engage your affeotions and raise your compassion. If

you can get me ;m\ ready money, ii would be more oharity
than to give an alms t" the pooreal dog thai ever gave \"u
a petition; if not, patience is a virtue, and a scrap or

of Horace must be my consolation. It [a as good starving
in employment as out, so I have used my Erienda' into

to get to be Secretary to the Embassy to thi Bl of which
we are all talking; and 1 have gol it with the advan
of having the King say that he was satisfied with my service,

and thought my requests reasonable. I am infinitely obliged
to my Lord Duke of Shrewsbury in this affair, and I wish
you, dear Master, would let Eis (wan- knovi as much."
Copy (X. 195.)

Treaty of Ryswiok.
Memoir presented to the Congress by M. ptau on

behalf of the Elector of Brand emu rg.

1696, Sept. 18-28.—The Elector is of ..pinion "que
si la France declare en forme authentique de vouloir. rdtablii

pour fondement de la negociation de la paix les Traitef de
Westphalie et de Nimegue sans exception ou limitation, il

seroit de l'interet des Hauts Allies d'entrer sur ce fondement
en traite avec la France sous la mediation de Sa Majesty le

Roy de Suede des qu'on auroit nomine et seroit convenu
du lieu pour traiter ; il paroissoit etre de l'interet des Allies

de ne pas accrocher le Traite de Paix a cette nomination et

choix du lieu, mais d'en convenir incessamment afin de savoir

au plutot si la dite declaration de la France est satisfact ohv
ou non ; au premier cas on pourroit de la part des Allies

requerir conjointement Sa Majeste le Roy de Suede de se

vouloir charger de la mediation et d'entamer le ti

au second on auroit besoin de reclamer la garantie <i

Majeste pour obtenir de la France le dit fondement de La

negociation ; et afin que la France ne put interpreter que
par l'acceptation de ce qu'elle declarera de la maniere susdrte

sur le fondement de la negociation les Allies se desisteronl

de leurs pretentions ulterieures, on pourroit de leur pari se

precautionner par unc contredeclaration a donner pareiflemenl

entre les mains du Mediateur, y reservanf toutes Leurs

tensions ulterieures pour les declarer lorsqu'on sera entre"

en traite." Copy. (XV. 68.)

William Blathwayt to Sir Paul Ryoaut.

1696, Sept. 19-29. Loo.—Instructing him to warn the

magistrates of Hamburg and of other Hanse towns not to

enter into negotiations with tin- Scots' East [ndia Com-
pany, who are building ships at Eamburg and treating for

privileges, as the King is informed, whereby the His

Majesty's subjects are likely to be injured; nor have the

Scots any credentials for tins purpose. Copy. (XVII. 1.)
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Treaty of Ryswick.
Memoir by Lord Lexington and M. Heemskerk presented

to the Ministers of the Emperor.

1696, Sept. 29. [N.S.] Ebersdorf.—They deem the Emperor
would ruin the prospects of peace

'

' en accrochant le

Congres des Ministres a une explication de la Paix de

Miinster par le reces de Nuremberg et la satisfaction

prealable de l'Espagne. Si ces deux points dependoient de

nos Maitres, ils seroient tout aussitot accordes, mais comme
ils dependent de nos ennemis, et qu'il n'y a pas la moindre
apparence qu'ils fassent ce pas, la question n'est plus

comment il faut conduire cette affaire, et ce qui nous
conviendroit, mais si l'etat de nos affaires nous conseille

d'entrer en negociation de paix sur ce que nous avons
deja, ou bien de rompre tout traite et commerce avec

la France en nous chargeant des succes douteux dont une
guerre opiniatre et sujette a force d' accidents est accom-
pagnee. Nos Maitres croyent que la prudence ne permet
pas que nous nous exposions a ces nouveaux hasards sans

nous assurer auparavant de ce que sans aucun engagement
de notre cote Ton peut avoir ; et soit dit confidemment a

vos Excellences, ils ont de plus une raison particuliere, qui

est de ne pas passer aupres de leurs peuples pour ceux qui

ne veulent pas de paix, qui de 1' autre cote etants persuades

du contraire, et voyants ces acheminements, seront par la

ammes a contribuer gaiement aux frais de la guerre pour
1' avoir bonne. Ces raisons solides, ou le service public a
part, seroient de grande force et l'emporteroient, si Ton
n'etoit malheureusement preoccupe (comme nous le craignons)

que nous voulons la paix a quel prix que ce soit, et qu'

arrives au Congres, on la fera sans avoir egard aux interets

des Hauts Allies. Cependant il ne sera pas hors de propos
que vos Excellences connoissent que les dits soup^ons (s'il est

vray qu' on les aye) sont tres mal fondes : nous n'alleguerons

pas que ce que nos Maitres ont faits et essayes pour le service

public durant le cours de cette guerre meriteroit quelque
confiance, mais nous nous arreterons a ce qui parle de
soi meme et n'admet pas, a notre avis, de contradiction.

Personne ne peut nier que si 1' intention de nos Maitres

etoit de vouloir si inconsiderement la paix comme on
pouiToit se l'imaginer, ils ne seroient pas si mal avises

que de contredire a la neutralite en Italie ; au moins ne le

feroient ils pas avec l'empressement qu'ils font en offrant de
s 'engager a des nouvelles et tres grandes depenses. Ils

pourroient menager cet argent et arriver tout aussi bien a
leur but ; mais c'est une preuve convainquante que s'ils

souhaitent la paix ils la veulent avoir bonne. Et la crainte

que le Roi d'Angleterre et Messieurs les Etats pourroient se

contenter des offres faites par la France, et que par la la paix
MK.it precipitee, seroit bonne et fondee, s'ils ne pouvoient
Bans un Congres faire la meme chose, et avec moins d'eclat



que lorsqu'on auroil eu la complaisance <l<- -
5 rendre h leur

instance et priere. An contraire on acquierl par la une 1

de nouveau droit pour empecher qu'011 ne la fasse ai ce 1

d'un consentemenl unanime ; el si I'on \ prend garde de
pres, on trouvera que les formalites d'un Congres public el

d'autres accidents qui 1c suivenl nous assurenl de la continua
tion de la guerre pour mi fcemps, ce qui darjjTi'autre cae ne
seroit pas. Nous vims assurons, done, Messieurs, que ce rr'esf

nullemenl ['intention de Sa Majeste Britannique e1 de Lews
Hautes Puissances qu'on se contente dea deux Paix, mais elles

appuyeront les demandes et pretentions ulterieures de leure

Allies de tout leur pouvoir, el au de la de ce qu'on - < n

imagine, la guerre leur ayant coute trop de sang de leurs

sujets et trop d 'argent pour la changer tnal a propoe dans
une mauvaise paix, et pour les fortifier dans ce louable deesein

nous ne demandons que confiance el quelque deference a des
representations sinceres qui meritenl assur&nenl reflection

Nous esperons que Sa Majeste [mperiale se dignera de

considerer ces motifs qui jusques ici n'ont pas etes couches
par ecrit, et se laissera persuader par la <!«' changer la reponse

que nous venons de recevoir jusques la qu'elle n'accroche

aux points susdits la mediation de la Suede et la nomination

d'un lieu pour le Congres sans lequel la mediation ne pent

pas avoir son effet." Copy. (XV. 10-11.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1696, Sept 22 [-Oct, 2]. Whitehall.—" 1 am very glad

you laid in betimes and have secured a post which Is

so much your due. You would otherwise in all probability

have had a rival that neither of us thought of. Sir William

Trumbull, I hear, is designed for one of the plenipotentiaries ;

I don't think he would have made it his choice, if he could

handsomely avoid it. But if he goes, he intends to take

Mr. [John] Ellis with him. from whence I conclude he [Ellis]

expected to be Secretary of the Embassy, he having partly

officiated in that function at Nimegen while Chudleigh and Sir

Leoline Jenkins were upon such ill terms that they did aol see

one another. But the matter is settled, and I hope we shall

hear no more of it .... When you are ready for your

commission, His Grace [Shrewsbury] will send over the young
gentleman [Rowley] he hath recommended to you, and you

will hardly find one of his years that will be more useful and

less troublesome." (II. 88).

Matthew Prior to Sn; Wii.i.iwi Tri mbull.

1696, Oct. 9. N.S.— " The King is expected here to-

night; the State of the War is ready for bis signing, and

nothing is likely to keep him long on this side, provided the

courier were returned from Vienna. We think the [mperiaJ

Court will rebate a little of its Btiffness as to the point of

Lorraine, and accordingly hope to see some steps mad'- in the
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great negotiation. Cagliere [Callieres] is about an hour from

hence, and will continue there, I hear, till we have this

answer which we all look after so earnestly.
'

' The French are wisely preparing for war as if they

designed no peace ; they are raising recruits in all the frontier

countries, though they are embarrassed enough to pay them,

which Cagliere has not stuck to confess ; and his beau mot

is that we must make a peace on all sides, for we cannot make
a war.

'
' We have from Paris that the Marquis de Nesmond is

returned with his squadron to Brest ; as is likewise Mons.

Renaud : the latter has been westward, towards Havana,

with design to catch the Spanish Fleet coming out. He is

relieved from that service by Mons. de Gennes, but the

Spaniards have had warning long enough and have reinforced

their convoy, so that we hope they are safe." Copy.

(X. 197.)

Matthew Prior to Mr. Cardonnel.

1696, Oct. 6-16. Hague.
—"The account I think stood

thus between us. I had laid out for Mr. Blathwavt. :

—

1266/. 12«.

The bookseller's bill for newspapers comes to . . 154/. 13s.

Skeltus 128/. 5s.

My account to Mr. Blathwayt for postage . . . . 226/. 9s.

Your account 584/. 16s.

2360/. 15s.

Per contra.

Received from Mr. Schuylemberg 2000/.

M ,,
Mr. Cardonnel a bag of . . 320/.

2360/. 15s.—2320/.
" I think I am right in this account. If I mistake, you

may easily rectify it by yours.
" Your tailors bring me this enclosed bill of 188 gild—which

I have paid. T therefore send you the bill you left me upon

Mr. Hill and desire you to send me another for the residue,

to make even between us. Pray send me word if there be any

hopes that I may dispose of tallies, for else I am undone.

Duns come so boldly,

King's money so slowly." Copy. (X. 198.)

Sir William Trumbull to Matthew Prior.

1696, Oct. 6 [-16]. Whitehall.—" Though you do not

positively tell me you have a grant of being Secretary to the

Embassy of the treaty for the general peace, yet I suppose,

by what you write, you have so good a promise that it will

not be unreasonable to give you joy of it. We are here in

perfect joy for the safe and unexpected return of His Majesty

this morning at Margate. He intends to sup at Kensington
to-night, which is a great journey after a pretty long voyage."

Signed. (II. 91.)



01

Matthew Peiob to the Duke op Shbewsbi by.

1696, Oct, 9-19. Hague. "Mr. Dvckvell wrenl again
on Wednesday last to visit Cagliere [CaUieres], and, I think,
the result of their conference was only to show thai they
could chicane on both sides, DyckveM pressing Cagliere to
declare that he offered the treaties of Wgsjbphalia and
Nimegue sans reserve, and the other holding to it, thai In-

had sufficiently explained himself w lu-n he offered the Treaties,
and could include no new addition on thai offer: this
Dyckvelt brought yesterday to the Congress, and it served
the Ministry to talk of. but is (1 believe Four Grace will think)
no great matter in reality, since the treaties as Cagliere has
offered them are sufficient foundations for a Congress to build

on, and when they come to do so. it will be impossible but

that claims and reserves in several little things will be asked
and granted reciprocally on both sides.

" Our express in the mean is come from Vienna, and I

hear he brings word that the Emperor persists to have the
treaty in some place of the Empire, and provided it be bo,

he will leave the naming the place to the King or the States ;

but he will consent to nothing else, and gives for reason thai

the Princes of the Empire have more to concert in the
making the peace than all the rest of the Allies.

" Mons. D'Auversperg will acquaint His Majesty par-

ticularly of this affair; however, I thought it my duty to

acquaint Your Grace with what I could hear of it.

"Mons. Renault, who returned some days since into

Rochelle much shattered, is there equipping ten men-of-war,
which will be ready in two months ; the design of his going
out again is thought to regard America." Copy. (X. 199.)

James Vernon to Matthkw Tin or.

1696, Oct. 13 [-23]. Whitehall.—Describing a serious

accident to the Duke of Shrewsbury while hunting, which
prevents him from answering Prior's letters. (II. 93.)

Sir William Trumbull to Matthew Prior.

1696, Oct. 13 [-23]. Whitehall.—" I .... join with

you in your wishes that we were well over this first rub and
all others that stand in the way to what is much to be desired,

if it can be come at fairly and honourably; and if the

foundation proposed be not sufficient ground to build the

fabric upon withont enlarging it by interpretations, a- is now
proposed, it is to be feared the whole may fall to the ground."
Requesting further news. Signed. (II. 94).

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

1696, Oct. 16-26. Hague.—" Mons. Dyckvell alarmed
the Congress yesterday morning by telling them that Mons.
Cailiere [Callieres] said to him in a conference the day before,
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that he had never offered Luxemburg otherwise than de-

molished. Don Quiros, you will easily imagine, took fire at

this, and though his anger was more intelligible than his

reasonings, the whole Congress were of opinion than his

difficulty was to be taken off before it was possible for any

step to be made further ; which will cost Dyckvelt another

visit to-morrow, and will be the subject upon which he is

to be baited on Monday.
' k The Imperialists are still obstinate to have the place of

treaty in the Empire, though it is thought they will come
to in this point, as they have done in the others of having

the treaties of Westphalia and Nimegue the basis of the peace

without adding either sans reserve or dans leur entier to them

so that, as well as I can trace what is kept a secret here, the

Preliminary Articles are :

—

'
' The treaties of Westphalia and Nimegue the foundation

of the Peace.
'

' The King to be acknowledged.
'

' Strasbourg to be restored in the state France took it.

"Luxemburg as it now is (to be settled), all reunions

since the Peace of Nimegue to be restored.'' Copy.

(X. 201.)

Matthew Prior to the [Earl op Dorset,]
Lord Chamberlain.]

1696, Nov. 2. [N.S.] Hague.— " We are chicaning here

about the preliminaries of a peace, on which it is no

wonder if we do not agree, since so many different parties

are concerned, who think not much of each other's interests,

nor rightly explain their own. There has been a difficulty

about the ten Imperial towns in Alsace which the House of

Austria gave up to the French by the treaty of Minister in

1648. The French think they have right to govern them
absolutely in their own ways ; the Imperialists allow them
only la prefecture provinciate, as they call it, which was all

they had, and consequently all they could give. The
ministers have referred the question they could not decide

as being not proper for the preliminaries, but what ought

to be handled when they come to treat.
'

' The affair of Lorraine is likewise agreed on by both parties

not to be mentioned in the preliminaries. There is another

difficulty of very great consequence, Cailiere [Callieres] saying

he never offered Luxemburg otherwise than in the state

in which France took it, and Dyckvelt having understood him

all along to have meant it in the state it now is in. The whole

Congress and particularly the Spanish and Dutch ministers,

have charged Dyckvelt to tell his incognito friend that, if he does

not recede from this point, all hopes of a treaty are utterly

cut off. Caihers says he cannot do it without express order

from the Court, which accordingly he has writ for, though I

look upon this to be an artifice of Cailiere, for doubtless
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France always designed the restitution of Luxemburg as it now
is, if ever it really designed a treaty

;
and Cailiere, I presume

in giving it up will ask Borne other thing in compensation,
or at least has made a step en habih ministre, endeavouring
to gain his Master as much as he could. So on the other side
it was a blunder in Dyckvelt to have been treating 30 man)
months without having asked a clearer explanation oi a point
so very considerable.

" Your Lordship sees how very slo\* ly the advances towards
a treaty are making. The Buccess of the whole affair will

depend upon the resolutions of our Parliament. France will

certainly give more or less in the treatj aa the people of
England will proportionally give toward- carrying on the
war in case those offers miscarry : and however great our
poverty is we must hide it, if possible, from the enemy.
"I think I may presume that I am to be Secretary to

the Embassy, and I presume my masters will be named aa
soon as these points in hand are settled in the preliminaiies.

' Your Lordship will pardon me a long letter in my own
trade, by which I only mean to acknowledge his kindness who
set me out to prentice." Copy. (X. 202.)

Matthew Prior to the [Earl of Dorset,]
Lord Chamberlain.

1696, Nov. 10-20. Hague.— " I make bold to trouble
you with our secrets here. The enclosed is a plan of the
preliminaries on the several points of which I think the parties

are agreed, except in that of Luxembourg, which France
offers in the state it was in when they took it. now in the
preliminaries ; and for the fortifications they have added
they would agree, in the treaty itself, for a sum of money.
No answer has been given to this proposal, the Spanish
minister being absent from the Congress by reason of an
indisposition, which in all probability will keep him at home
till he knows his Master's resolution in this matter.

,l Thus time and method are likely to bring us to a treaty,

and I believe necessitv will make us conclude it." Copy.
(X. 204.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1696, Nov. 13 [-23]. Whitehall.—My Lord Duke "fe
still confined to his country habitation, and 18 <|>it t iii!_r blood,

while Sir John Fenwick is spitting venom. I don't care

how soon the last is choked; 1 wish the other max recover

as soon from his distemper as he will from tin' race and
malice of Sir John and his party. His Grace made a

trial on Sunday last how the air would agree with him. hut

he found himself the worse for it, and spit more blood after

it than he had done for some time before, so that it is very

uncertain when he can be able to come up. His cure

on as slowly as your treaty ; for all we hear of plenipotentiaries
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being named, we don't yet persuade ourselves that France

is in earnest. We are told that Sir George Barclay is let

loose again, and another detachment of cutthroats is sent over.

We are never like to be left without alarms, but I hope we
shall not be snapt by surprise." (TI. 95.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

1696, Nov. 17-27. Hague.—"I am glad for the mer-

chants' sake and for the safety of our letters that you have
been pleased to advance the proposition of three frigates

to cruise between Yarmouth and the Maas, and I am obliged

to you in particular that by laying it before the King you
gave His Majesty occasion to remember he has a small

minister here who has little more to do at present than just

to show his zeal to his Master's service. I wish the enclosed

may be an instance of it, and if you think fit to show it, you
will, I am sure, give me a new occasion [of] being obliged

to you as I am very greatly already. My Lord Villiers gives

Your Honour that whilst one of the French ministers is

chicaning here, and puts an absolute stop by it to the pre-

liminaries, the other two are hastening away to be ready

to begin the treaty.

—

Quo teneam [vultus] mutantem Protea nodo ?
1

' Possibly this list may expound the riddle, and they may
design another descent, as I hear they have sent their villains

before. God prevent them, or if this last attempt does not

succeed, the King of France may have all seeming merit of

having done his utmost for King James's interest, and of

having dwelt, as long as he could, upon the article of owning

His Majesty. I hope this behaviour of Cailiere [Callieres]

is but grimace and ask your pardon that I dare trouble you
with base conjectures." Copy. (X. 205).

Matthew Prior to Monsieur Bayle.

1696, Nov. 18-28. Hague.—" J'aurois plustot repondu

a vostre obligeante lettre ; mais j'ay cru que je devois

attendre que milord Villiers vous eut dit luy meme que je

me suis bien acquitte de la commission que vous m'avez
donnee. Sans cela je n'aurois pas pu me resoudre a differer

si longtemps a vous ecrire ; ne croyez pourtant pas que

je veuille m'etendre sur le merite de vostre ouvrage. Je

laisse cela aux savans, et me contente seulement de 1' admirer,

et de me feliciter de l'honneur que j'ai de connoitre le grand

genie qui l'a fait

—

Satis est hunc mihi nosse virum.
" Au reste je vous remercie par avance du present que

j'accepteray avec joye. Je ne doute point que vous n'ayez

dispose de vos autres exemplaires en faveur de veritables

savans, maisjje doute fort que vous en ayez donne a personne

qui en aime plus la lecture, et en estime plus l'auteur."

Copy. (X. 207.)
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M.VTTHKW I'Kloi: tO
! EtlOH \KI>| \\)\\\ 8.

1690, Dec. 7. [N.S.] Hague. "Tallies at \r, ,„.,• cen<
may make a man mad. especially if he lias hut 20s. per
day, but the wood. I hope, will Bell Letter, and the allowance
be augmented in some time. It was on this consideration
that I drew the last hundred pounds <>n jrpu, and Bines
it was at 5 months, we have a little leisure—to look about
us, and I hope you will not be inconvenienced in the payment
of it. I send you enclosed the copy of a bill of extraordinaries
from August to November, which, you see. is within mv com-
pass, and will, I suppose, meet with no opposition. Yon
will be pleased to give it either to Mr. Ellis or Mr. Tucker.
1 have writ a word to Mr. Secretary to prepare the way for
it. Tallies are such horrid commodities that it makes one
very stoical as to one's own interest. I would desire von.
however, .to do me the favour to send me the marks and
particulars of those which I have; for I have a project, if

it comes to anything, of getting some of them off here, or at
least of trying to take up some money upon the merits of some
of them for 6 months or a year, it being understood always
that you are first repaid what you have so kindly disbursed
for me, and which, you see, I can only acknowledge in bare
words.

"Some miracle may possibly mollify the hearts of the
Treasury that we may get a little ready money for these hills

and the ordinary appointments. Who knows \ We should
do well, I think, to try it. though I am ashamed to ask Mr.
Montague anything when 1 fear to put him upon the hardship
of refusing me.

" Sir Joseph Williamson coming in to the Council makes me
think he may be one of our plenipotentiaries, though I do not
know how to reconcile that to my Lord Lexington's pre-

tensions, except they intend to have four, or make my Lord
Villiers the first. You would oblige me in sending me a word
of what you may hear of this, as likewise who it was that,

being Secretary to the Embassy, had 3£. per day ; and how
it was practised at Nimegue upon that account

;
for that,

I believe, will be our rule : this is only between us. as is like-

wise that I am glad Mrs. Smyth married, and I would not
have you sorry." Copy. (X. 208-9.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

1696, Dec, 7. [N.S.] Hague.—" It [is] my duty to

leave the business of the Congress to my Lord Villiers, but it

is likewise so to tell you what I remark here Though
Mons. Cailiere [Callieres] does not plainly say he has an

answer from France concerning the point of having Hi-

Majesty owned, he has, I believe, given Mons. Dyckvell to

understand that there will be difficulty made in it. and I

have heard that Mons. Dyckvelt does not say all he know-
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of tliis business to the Congress, till Cailiere has writ, for,

I believe, it was after Dyckvelt had downright entreated him
to do so.

" These are my thoughts, and I infer from them that these

people would have a peace, telle quelle. I see nobody of another
opinion but the Pensioner, who is no way Cailiere's dupe
in the whole business, but encourages and manages the pre-

parations towards a war as actually as if there were no con-
ferences on foot towards a peace. Don Quiros (Your Honour
will have heard) is named first plenipotentiary for Spain

;

he is as mad as the Catholic religion and a hot temper can
make any man. Kaunitz advances very honestly, but is

(by the way) a good deal a bigot. I believe my Lord Villiers

and these Ministers I have named of the quatre Puissances
will have a private conference between this and Monday,
which is the day they expect Cailiere's answer, upon which
the whole affair may take a turn one way or other absolutely.

" Mons. Plessen is going away very much rejoiced that he-

has signed the treaty, as I believe everybody is that wishes
the good of the common cause, or the repose of Europe.

'

' Pointi[s] is not yet gone out (I think) with his squadron
from Brest, though as well there (as appears by the list I did

myself the honour to send you) as at St. Malo and La Hogue
there are such preparations making as look like attempting
some considerable enterprise. They have talked of a descent

in Ireland, and it is certain they are not idle whilst Cailiere

amuses us with his preliminaries." Copy. (X. 210.)

Matthew Prior to the [Earl of Dorset,]
Lord Chamberlain.

1696, Dec. 1-11. Hague.—"For some time past the

French Minister here, Mons. Cailiere [Callieres], has chicaned

about the manner of owning the King, which put a

stop to anything that looked like forming a treaty ; but
on Sunday he told Mons. Dyckvelt that he had order from
the Court of France to adjust that great point, which will be

done by the ministers agreeing to a form according to which
Cailiere shall acknowledge His Majesty's title to the Mediator

at the same time that he dictates to him the other pre-

liminary points.
'

' Your Lordship sees some advances towards a treaty,

which looks as if the French really intended it. In the

meantime they make great preparations on the coasts of

Brittany and Normandy ; they have put the troops that

come from Piedmont into Burgundy, Lorraine and along

the Rhine, and are as actually making ready for a war as if

there were no hopes or thoughts of negotiating a peace ; which,

if it comes to good, will be all owing to the resolutions of the

Parliament.
" We may now expect to hear who will be our plenipo-

tentiaries from England. Sir Joseph Williamson being called
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to the Council makes us expect he will be one. To whomsoever
they are (when they may be named) I need aol doubl of four
Lordship's recommendation." Copy. (X. 211.)

Matthew Prior to Sir Willi wi Trumbull.

1696, Dec 1-11. Hague.—"My Lord Villiers tells yon
in what manner the great point is likely jg be adjusted
and the negotiation to advance. Cailiere EGallieres] seems
very glad to have received these orders : the hopes of Beeihg
himself soon an ambassador may contribute a ur«">d deal to

that joy. He puts on a seeming openness and simplicity in

confessing that his Master, vent sortir tout de bon de Vaffaire.

The French in the meantime have put their troops that came
from Piedmont into Burgundy, Lorraine and along the Rhine,
and Your Honour is advised from all hands what preparations
they make on the coasts of Brittany and Normandy.

" However the preliminaries seem to be near agreed to
;

you will see we shall defer going to a treaty in form as lon<_r as

we can, and decide as much as we can in this private w&y
with Cailiere, and I take the reason of it to be that, as soon
as a public Congress is formed, so many little ministers will

open, and so many different Princes' claims be produced, as

might hinder the whole machine from moving as fast as it

should do : but God be thanked that the point relating to

His Majesty is finished, and our apprehensions of last posl

on that subject over ; all which is owing to your good resolu-

tions in Parliament, and will, I think, advance as you find

funds." Copy. (X. 212.)

R[ichard] Powys to Matthew Prior.

1696, Dec. 8 [-18]. Whitehall.
— '

' It must be a miracle

indeed, as you say. if our Treasury give you ready money
for I can assure you our condition is such at present

that there is not sixpence of disposable money, all that is in

the Exchequer being either appropriated for the war or

repayment of loans.
" Your letter which came to Mr. Vernon with an account

that Calliere[s] had agreed to own our King hath put a new
life into our affairs, and, I hope, will speedily put our treaty

of peace on foot, in which you are to have a share. Mr.

Ellis tells me, 405. a day and 3007. equipage is the utmost

that is allowed to any secretary of Embassies. And as to

your plenipotentiaries my Lord Villiers will certainly he

one, Sir Joseph Williamson, it is believed, will he another;

but Lord Lexington will have no hand in it, as I am told.

(VIII. 179.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1696, December 8 [-18]. Whitehall.—" 1 received yesterday

your letter of the 1-11 inst. It could not have oome
more a propos, for I received it just before the Hou-c went

B—

7
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into a Committee upon the state of the nation. I happened

to tell my next neighbour the good news it brought, and it

ran round the House like fire in stubble, and had a very good

influence in restraining people from running into the peevish

propositions that some had prepared for that day. It was
so well received and so little expected that the gentlemen

who suspected they should be disappointed by it would have

had it pass for a contrivance started up to serve a turn, but

your name and credit passed for authentic among them,

and I think it is owing to you that we avoided a good deal

of peevishness at that time ; but after all I find we must not

so depend upon a treaty as not to be upon our guard against

what the enemy is designing both by sea and land." (II. 97.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

1696, Dec 21. [N.S.]—" The^new alterations which the

Imperialists would have in the* preliminaries keep all at

a stand till Cailiere [Calh'eres] has an answer from France.

President Canon insists to have Lorraine named in the Pre-

liminaries ; the Congress have consented to it (though you
know it was proposed by the Imperialists and consented to

by all that it should be entirely omitted till the treaty). Of

this point likewise Cailiere expects an answer.
" That of Luxemburg would be agreed to on France's side,

but the Germans themselves hinder it ; they murmur that it

should be rendered in a better condition than Strasburg,

and like the man in the Scriptures take it ill that their

neighbours are kindlier treated than themselves, though

they had before what they thought was their due ;
however,

that point will soon be adjusted, and as we desire it.

" Mons. Norf will hardly get Dinant restored otherwise

than in the state it was at the Peace of Nimegue.
'

' You have more particular accounts of the preparations

the French are making at Brest than I can give you from

hence : and I hope you are prepared for them, whether they

are meant either against England or the West Indies.

"I do not know Sir Joseph Williamson, but I take your

question to look very kindly
;
you know, Sir, I told you at

Loo who I wished might command me." Copy. (X. 214.)

J[ohn] Tucker to Matthew Prior.

1696, Dec. 11 [-21]. Whitehall.—" The King ' has this

evening been pleased to name for his plenipotentiaries at the

general peace the Lord Privy Seal [Pembroke], my Lord

Villiers, and Sir Joseph Williamson. Mr. Secretary at the

same time proposed you to be their Secretary, which the

King seemed well inclined to, but did not positively declare

it to be so. You have no competitor, and I think you
may have no reason to doubt being the person." Copy.

(II. 99.)
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James Vernon to Matthew Pbiob.

1696, Dec. 15 [-25].—" Perhaps you might have beard
from the other office by last posl thai Bia Majesty had named
his plenipotentiaries, but 1 did not know it till afterwards.
As soon as it came to my knowledge I remembered four
concern in that matter. Both Mr. Yard and I have spoke to
Sir Joseph Williamson to lei him know pour pretensions,
and he is very glad they Bhall be so well assisted.

"Nobody needs to recommend you to my Lord Pembroke.
However, when 1 made him my compliments this morning I was
offering to say something in your favour, which he took with
so good a grace as if it had been the way to oblige him to have
a just opinion of you; and he promises to take the first

opportunity of speaking to the King that your place may be
fixed and all competitorship silenced."

Postscript. ' We are undone here for want of coffee, and
they say you abound with it in Holland. Pray therefore
engage Mr. Vanderpoele to send one half a dozen pound of

that which is good, and let it be directed to Mr. Edisbury al

Harwich. (II. 100.)

Matthew Prior to [James] Vernon.
1696, Dec. 15-25. Hague.—" I have the favour of yours

of the 8th, and am very glad my letter had a good influence

upon your debates. I know you are not capable of

making any but a right use of whatever comes to your
hand, but I cannot forbear telling you that some of our cor-

respondents are scandalized at my writing to you plainer

than to them ; but whilst there are men there will be passions,

and it is best to take no notice of what we cannot help.
" The Emperor's ministers have sent back the courier

to Vienna. I wish upon their remonstrance that Court may
cease to clog the preliminaries with difficulties which can

have no other effect than to make us lose time. 1 am glad

to tell you that His Majesty is satisfied with the manner in

which he is to be owned, and the other points will in all

probability be adjusted, provided the Imperialists would
once explain to their friends, or indeed rightly conceive

themselves, what they mean by reunions and recee

and not order their ministers to give up a point one post and

retract it the next.

"We are apprehensive the French design againsl Bonn
this season; and now we begin to complain that the

breaches have not been made up since it was taken. Copy.

(X. 241.)

Matthew Prior to Sir Joseph Williamson.

169[6-]7, Jan. 1. [N.S.] Hague.—Congratulating him on

his appointment as plenipotentiary for the treaty, and praying

him that he may be retained in his present posl as Beorel

(X. 243.) Copy.
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Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

169[6-]7, Jan. 1. [N.S.J Hague.—Thanking him for his

intercession in the matter of the secretaryship.
'

' Pointi[s] is still at Brest. They give out that he waits

for more provisions from Rochelle and Bourdeaux. The
merchants here [are] of opinion his design must regard the

Spanish Fleet.
'

' The French are in motion in Flanders ; but I do not hear

there is much reason to fear their doing any mischief con-

siderable this season." Copy. (X. 244-5.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1696[-7], Dec. 22 [-Jan. 1]. Whitehall.— " I have never
affected to be the publisher of news, nor would I have
the moroseness to grudge the public that which will please

them. I happened, I believe, that day to receive my letters

the first, or to be the earliest in the House ; and it was a

piece of news so greedily desired and so little expected that

I find it makes me an author to be envied. All the satis-

faction I can make them is to give them free leave to interlope

in our province, and if they can learn anything as good, they

shall be the free vendors of it ; and if they will excuse you
for a random letter now and then, I had rather they should

hate me than not receive it." (II. 101.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1696[-7], Dec. 25 [-Jan. 4]. Whitehall.—" I send you
a list of the Lords as they were upon the late division,

when Sir John Fenwick's bill passed. I am sorry you will

find all the Lords Justices, who are in Town and have voices,

were against it, except the good Archbishop of Canterbury,

who not only voted but spoke for it with the eloquence and
courage of St. Paul. I shall say nothing of another advocate

for the bill, viz., the Earl of Monmouth. There lies a mystery
that is not yet unriddled, but 'tis certain a plan was formed
how Sir John Fenwick might colourably justify the accu-

sation given in against the principal persons mentioned in

his paper. Let them answer it whom it shall stick upon.

I hope the same providence will protect the innocent that hath
been hitherto their guard, and turned the vengeance on the

heads of their accusers." (II. 102.)

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

169[6-]7, Jan. 8. [N.S.] Hague.—"My Lord Villiers writes

to-night as a minister (what I tell you as a friend) that

the preliminary points are adjusted.
'

' The treaties of Westphalia and Nimegue to be the ground
and foundation of this.

'

' Strasburg to be restored in the state the French took it.
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" Luxemburg in the state the French took it
;

and m<
to be thought of for a compensation for the
" Dinant as it was taken.
" Mons and Charleroy as they tn>\\ are.

"All reunions made since the Treaty ol Nimegue bo In-

annulled.

Lorraine to be restored as at the Treaty el Nimegue, which
restitution not to hinder the further discussion of thai aliair

in the treaty.

"The preliminaries thus adjusted, the place of tn
will now be shortly agreed on. and consequently one may
answer your question as to the time our plenipotenti
will set out. I cannot enough thank my Lord Duke for

having written to them about their secretary, and I own I

am impatient to have that thing lixed : for though it seeme
in a very fair way, multa cadunt inter calicem supremaqtu
labra ; and at Court a thing is only then done, when i: is

signed and sealed. J hope in a post or two to hear that this

is so, and leave it in the meantime to your intercession, who
see how it stands in a truer light than 1 can do from hen
Copy. (X. 245.)

Matthew Prior to the [Earl of Dorset,]
Lord Chamberlain.

169[6-]7, Jan. 8. [N.S.] Hague.—" There begins now to

be some real appearance of a treaty; the preliminary points

are pretty well agreed, and the place will soon be named,
the Allies having for that intent proposed three towns, of

which the French are to choose one; after which the pleni-

potentiaries may be setting out towards fixing the stat<

Europe, at least till the King of Spain's deatli sets all into a

new ferment, which cannot be long before it happens, con-

sidering he has so frequent relapses and such a sickly con-

stitution.

"For all our advances towards peace the war may be

continued if Pointiks] can seize the Spanish galleons, which is

probably his design. Our French letters make no mention

of his being sailed. I wish our squadron had Bufficienl pro-

visions to follow him to Havana, in case he attempt it."

Copy. (X. 246-7.)

Matthew Prior to Sir Joseph Williamson.

169[6-]7, Jan. 15. [N->s
-

1 Hague.- 'I may be able in

a post or two to tell you that the place of treaty is eh<

the Allies having named three, Maastricht, Nimegue, and

Breda, of which France is to name one. In the meantime
endeavours are used to have it here at The Hague, to which

the French will probably consent, notwithstanding the other

nomination, if the Imperialist.- can possibly be brought not

to oppose it ; but the matter is treat i. ly, and then

proper only for me to write to (1 hope 1 may saj tnj Mae
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'
' Letters from Paris of the 7th say that Pointi[s] was not

out the 28th past, but that eight men-of-war that went out that

day were going to disarm at Rochefort. Four of them have

been miserably shattered by a storm, and they had no news

then of the other four. I am afraid it was the same ill weather

that obliged Sir Clou'esly Showell to return to you." Copy.

(X. 249.)

Matthew Prior to the [Earl of Pembroke,]
Lord Privy Seal.

169[6-]7, Jan. 8-18. Hague.
—"We are impatient till

the place of congress be named, which indeed will be a good

step in the whole negotiation. It was thought that Cailiere

[Callieres] would to-day give the answei from Versailles to the

proposal, that has been offered by the Allies, of three places,

Maastricht, Nimegue and Breda, of which places France was
to have its choice ; but instead of this answer the ministers

were told from Cailiere that he presumed his Master would
consent to an overture that has been privately made here

of having Ryswick (the King's house between Delft and
The Hague) the place of treaty ; the French ministers to

live at Delft, and the Allies' here. The Imperialists oppose

this, and I think have no other reason for their doing so than

such is Count KinskVz pleasure : everybody else is for it,

and very justly since they, being already on the place, have

nothing to prepare but their equipage ; and none need pass-

ports but only the two French ministers that are in the

commission with Mons. Cailiere, and their secretary who was
named at the same time with the Embassy. The Imperialists

write to-day of this proposition to Vienna, and I hope we may
have a favourable answer, upon which Your Lordship will

(I presume) be setting forward to those parts. Upon this

supposition I beg leave to ask Your Lordship if you would
desire His Majesty to give you apartments in the Old Court,

or if Your Lordship would have Prince Maurice's house again,

(which I think the States dispose of), or what other measures

you will resolve on, and in all cases that Your Lordship would
be pleased to command me.

" Our letters from Paris say that Mons. Pointi[s] was not

gone out the 7th from Brest, and I have been told by people

that should know here that he has but seventeen ships in his

squadron." Copy. (X. 251.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1696-7, March 5 [-15]. Whitehall.—" I hope I may
congratulate your safe arrival in Holland, and as I shall be

very glad to hear from you when your leisure serves and
matters of moment offer, it is fit I should continue to acquaint

you with the progress we make in the House of Commons,
where, I hope, we are drawing towards a conclusion, now the
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funds arc stilled for the nexl year's supplies. If remains only
to dispose of them into bills, and that, I hope, maj be done
before Easter. Besides which we have another effort to i

towards the helping of credit and the checking of stock-
jobbing and tally-mongers, which is now under consideration.
"1 don't dou!>t bul you heard of an ansisaxL prepared

Sir John Fenwick's paper by the Bishop of Salisbury. Ii

is now come out, containing likewise a Buccincl account oi

the arguments for and against the Bill. It your being here
so lately has made it no curiosity to you, perhaps my Lord
Villiers may be glad to see it, and therefore I Bend it you,
and when you have done with it, I desire ii may be forwarded
to my son for his instruction." (II. 66.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

169[6-]7, March 9-19. Hague.—" I am safely arrived at
my post, and ought from thence to return him thanks whose
good offices placed me there. 1 find tilings pretty well disposed
towards a treaty on everbyody's side but the Imperialists'
I wish their irresolution proceeds from no worse cause than
the usual gravity and slowness of the House of Austria : they
chicane the least points as long as they can possibly ; t hex-

promise us, however, that the next post shall determine
their choice of the place. The French ministers are come to
Delft with their women and abbes, and Mr. Lilienroet has the

greatest mind in the world to be in his mediation in form.
I visited the Pensioner at my arrival here ; he entered into

a very long discourse with me about our English affairs. As
to those of the money, I let him understand that it was
reasonable to hope that the methods the Parliament had
taken would raise our credit, and that we were not in so

desponding a condition as at this distance we might seem
to be : as to the inclination of the people I said it was wholly

towards a peace, provided we may obtain it sure and
honourable : that the Parliament left the direction of this

work to His Majesty and the Ministry, and contented them-
selves to labour the establishing such good funds as wen-

necessary to accomplish the peace as it should be, or to

prolong the war if occasion required. I perceived by t he whole
of what he said, Holland is absolutely benl to a peace, and
I believe the Pensioner thinks that our present want of money
may be the only reason that France can find to stand oil.

I am sorry that the mistake in the ratifications makes them
returned." Copy. (X. 254.)

Matthew Prior to [Charles Montagu,] Chau< eellob

of the Exchequer.

169[6-]7, March 26. [N.S.] Hague.— " 1 am again

into my flamels [sic] and begin to take memoirs, rijA

and protocols for current coin. The French are at Delft ;

and the Mediator longs to be at work ;
however, we have not
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as yet a positive answer from Vienna as to the place, and
whilst that Court demands explications on the preliminaries,

I wish it were in earnest for the treaty ; but this is what I

should say to my Master alone ; at amicitiae aeternae and
twelve o'clock at night :

—
' Whatever they may mean by this

slowness we must drag them on, and as soon as my Masters
come, we shall begin in good earnest.'

1
' I am never to write to you but I must give you thanks

for some new favour ; I do so, therefore, most heartily for

the tallies you have been pleased to order me. Mr. Powys
tells me Your Lordships have allowed my Lord Pembroke
and Sir Joseph advance-money and equipage, but says not a
word of my Lord Villiers, which puts us all into a fright here.

I find His Lordship as forward in his equipage as any, and it

will be as magnificent. I always presumed there was no
kind of objection to his case and told him so at my return :

there is no doubt but that His Lordship will plead his own
interests." Copy. (X. 254-5.)

John Tucker to Matthew Prior.

1696-7, March 19 [-29]. Whitehall.—" Before and after

you left Harwich we had several accounts here of the great
numbers of French privateers lying off our coast, which put
us in some pain lest they should have shown you Dunkirk
in your way to The Hague, but we were glad to hear you had
escaped them. Your other two matters for the treaty are

now in some readiness to follow you, and last night at the
request of Sir Joseph Williamson His Majesty ordered the
Mary yacht to be got ready to transport him to Holland,
whither my Lord Pembroke goes in the same.

' I cannot tell but now all his equipage, &c, is likewise

ready, and I hope you will soon be busy upon the great work
which everybody so much desires and at the same time doubts
the success of; but you and I, who have more faith, do believe

without doubt." (III. 1.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1696-7, March 23 [-April 2].—Whitehall. " I have received
your letter of the 26th and suppose our plenipotentiaries

will be with you sooner than any good answers will

come from Vienna. Sir Joseph Williamson is under a fit

of the gout, but he don't intend either that or the Treasury
shall be a hindrance to his promoting the public service.

' We have been apprehensive lest His Majesty might have
a spice of a quartan ague : the first appearance of it was on
Wednesday last, and he had a kind of a fit on Saturday
again at Lattens Lodge. I hear he was very well tins morning,
but whether there hath been any return of it since I don't
know. I hope not.

'

' My Lord Chamberlain [Dorset] has sold the keepership
of Greenwich Park to the Earl of Romney. I don't like it
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when great men begin to divest themselves of what they
have; their way used to be rather to add to it." ill

R[ichard] Powys to .Mattiikw Pbjob.

1696-7, March 21}
|

April 2], Whitehall. -" ] shall in ;1 few
days have your candlesticks and snuffers oat of the Jewel
Office so as to send them with your o1 her t Kings : hut I doubt
I shall not have your standish out so soon, for by an Ait lately

passed in Parliament no plate is to be made after tin- 26th
instant, but what is to be made finer than the present

standard; and no new standard pieces being ye1 made the

standish will not pass the assay of the Hall till that i- done :

but the candlesticks being already cast an- sent to tin-

Goldsmiths' Hall to pass the present standard, and [he]

finished afterwards." (VIII. 207.)

The Same to the Same.

1697, March 26 [-April 5]. Whitehall.— Letter of com-
mendation for the bearer, Mr. Eden, eldest son of Sir Robert
Eden, knight of the shire for the Bishopric of Durham, who
is sent over with Sir Joseph Williamson to " see the method
of your treatv and the ways and manners of a foreign

country." (VIII. 211.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1697, March 26 [-April 5]. Whitehall.— " I see then- is

little news stirring with you, and we have not much.
"My Lord Monmouth is about petitioning the House for

his liberty, but the application will be first made to the kin^
"We hear of a negotiation carrying on between tin-

Weavers' and East India Company, which latter, provided

they may be established for a certain number <>f years by

Act of Parliament, are willing to submit to all the restrictions

of the late Bill that is lost by both Houses adhering ; and

besides they will undertake to advance 400,000/. on the

credit of the Malt Act." (III. 2.)

Matthew Prior to Sib William Trumbull.

1697, April 5. [N.S.] Hague.—" .My Lord Villiers informs

you how our Congress affairs proceed, as much as I can guess

at them. The Imperialists will come to. and Holland i

tainly so intent on the peace that, as soon as my Masters

arrive, we may make great steps towards it :
in which case

the Germans must shuffle after. The French lie civil an.

I

silent at Delft, and seem very much in earnest towards

beginning the negotiation. King James (people Bay again)

is to go to Avignon; in the meantime he has made another

Declaration or Manifesto or Petition or Challenge (for one

knows not what to call it,) to the Protestant Princes, which

will have as good effect as that to the Catholics. STout
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Honour will probably have seen it before, but I take the

liberty, however, of sending it as soon as it comes to my hands.
" I have mentioned to Debreuil the proposal of settling a

correspondence, but I do not see that he can do it so

effectually as to make it worth attempting. As to ordinary

correspondence the poor man will do his best ; he has been

sick, and this Lardon is the first fruit of his recovery. I dare

not dun you and I am sure you will not forget him, but if he

had some little tiling, it would save him from dying of the

cruellest disease imaginable, which is hunger." Copy.

(X. 257.)

James Cresset and Sir Paul Rycaut to the Burgo-
masters and Councillors of the City of Hamburg.

1697, April 7. [N.S.1] Hamburg.—Remonstrance, com-
plaining that in spite of two previous remonstrances they

continue to make conventions and treaties with the Scottish

East India Company, who have no credentials for that purpose,

and have even erected a public office to receive subscriptions.

Desiring them, in the name of the King their Master, to desist

from the practice. French. Copy. (XVII., No. 2.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

1697, April 9. [N.S.] Hague.
—"Your Honour sees from

the enclosed what news I have from France, relating to the

sea. I wish to God the contents of it were better ; but there

is an ill fate upon the Admiralty's conduct of either nation,

and I see nothing but prayer can remove it.

'

' The same letters (they are of the 5th) say, that the Marquis

de Villeroy is to part at the 20th from Paris towards Flanders,

and the Marquis de Choiseul about the same time for

Germany : they make no mention of the Duke of Vendome's
going to Catalogne. This, with the Spanish minister's having

declared that our fleet's being sent into the Mediterranean

could only save Catalogne from accepting a neutrality, may
justly make one fear they have already accepted it.

'
' I think our great affair does not much advance : the French

will explain themselves no fuller in what the Imperialists

require ; and till a courier which Count Stratman has sent to

Vienna returns again, we know not how far Kinski will recede.

The Turk, I am told, will not hearken to a peace, and the

Emperor had rather carry on two wars, of which one costs

him nothing, than be left alone in one in which all the world

will see his weakness. Your Honour will judge of the truth

of this reflection. As far as I can inquire into the humour
of our French negotiators, Harlay and Cailleres [Callieres]

are (I find) bigots, and Cressy an old chicaner ; by this

Your Honour will see that our hopes for [blank] are but

moderate, for in private conversations, where the last article

in the Postulata has been touched by chance, they fly out
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into extravagances; but this is to you alone and to my
Masters at their coming." Cop;/. (X. 259.)

James Vek\<>\ to Matthew Prior.

1697, Maid. 30 [
April !t|. Whitehall. "Sir Joseph

Williamson is growing well again, and our pleaipotenti
we think, will be going in 8 or 10 da\
"The Earl of Monmouth is now a free man again. If he

can be a quiet one, it will be better tor himself and his neigh
bours.

"Since leave given by the House of Commons the Com
missioners of the Admiralty, who arc Members, have attended
the Committee of Lords, Mi-. Russell onlj excepted, who is

like to leave it to others to satisfy the Lords in the questions
they have to ask." (III. 3.)

Matthew Prior to the [Earl of Pembroke,]
Lord Privy Seal.

1697, April 12. [N.S.] Hague. — " Count Stratman's
secretary arrived here yesterday morning from Vienna, and
(as my Lord Lexington informs my Lord Villiers) brings
orders to the Imperial ministers here to agree, as the re

the Allies have done, to the preliminaries as they now are,
and without any further explication or change. The Imperial
ministers for all tins will not acknowledge that they have
received any other order than what confirms their former
of not receding the point without obtaining the explication
they have been asking, and Avhich, I may say to Your
Lordship, France would deny them to the end of the world
Your Excellency sees how hard it is to deal with t hese ( rermans :

we stay first two months to have a reasonable answer from
their Court, and are likely to stay some time longer before
their ministers will avow the receiving the answer when it

is sent.
" The ministers of the least Princes have taken the greatest

houses here, and at such rates as if they never designed to

pay the rents. I hope at least Your Lordship and Sir Joseph
will have apartments in the Old Court." Co}>>/. (X. 261.)

James Vernon to Matthkw Prior.

1697, April 2 [-12]. Whitehall.—"! am afraid you have
heard the ill news that is come hither of the loss of the Dutch
Bilbao fleet, most of which is said to be taken by the St.

Malo's privateers.
" The Earl of Monmouth came not out of the Tower till

yesterday: a fit he hath had of the gravel with swelling in

his side kept him there two days after his discharge. [1

declared on Wednesday last that my Lord Clifford Bhould
have his place of Lord of the Bedchamber, and to put him ye(

more out of humour the Earl of Peterborough is like to
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recover, who was concluded to be dead, and that it was not

to be owned till quarter-day were past.
'

' My Lord Pembroke talks of going from hence the week
after next : I know not whether he can have Sir Joseph
Williamson's company so soon, for he lies very ill with a fever,

and hath an ill symptom of a great doziness upon him."
(III. 4.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

1697, April 16. [N.S.] Hague.—"The substance of that

packet from Vienna which I forwarded to you by last post

might justly make you expect to hear something from hence

by this of the Imperialists receding from the explication

in the preliminaries, which for some time past they have
insisted on ; but Count Kaunitz stands as tenaciously to

the point as if he never had received one word which might
authorize his yielding it. The Pensioner, Mons. Dyckvelt,

and my Lord Villiers are now together on that occasion, and
till the Imperialists will remove this difficulty the whole work
is at a stand.

" The German ministers here are apprehensive the French
may begin the campaign with some action on the Rhine

;

that Mayence may be besieged or bombarded. The King
of France sees the review of the Swiss and French Guards,

the Household Troops, etc., the 20th of this month, after

which they march towards Germany. Captain Price will

tell you he is arrived at Helvoet, having landed his recruits

and officers at Ostend.
'

' We want five posts from England, so know not if the

King or his Ambassadors are ready to come." Copy.

(X. 262.)

Sir William Trumbull to Matthew Prior.

1697, April 6 (-16]. Whitehall.—" I find you are very

sanguine on the subject of the peace, and doubt not but you
build on a good foundation. We believe you will not long

be without the King's ambassadors. We have had no letters

from your side of the water since those of the 5th instant

N.S., so that we know not what progresses are of late made
at the Congress at The Hague, but in ours at Westminster

we have done to-day, by laying I2d. in the pound more upon
land, and doubling the last subsidy, somewhat that in its

consequences may contribute much towards a peace ;
for

this will make the King easy in his affairs, and put a speedy

end to this session of Parliament, so that His Majesty may
soon be going over to Holland." (III. 5.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1697, April 9 [-19]. Whitehall.—" We have now three

mails due : all I have to send you is that another piece of
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malice against my Lord Duke [Shrewsbury] has been def<
this day, which was fco have been introduced by Mi. Arnold's
report, those concerned in it designing fco bring the informer
Smith before the Mouse of Commons, as be had been formerly
before the Lords, and so fco have concluded fche sessions with
some slur; but when fchey found people were bo little afraid
of their report as fco call for it and to press t heUtfinging it on.
they grew shy of exposing thai and themselves, and thought
it best for the reporter to play least in sight. Whereupon
the House resolved to hear no more of it." ill I

Sir William Trumbull to Matthew Prior.

1697, April 13 [-23]. Whitehall.— -
I an, obliged fco you

for your free communication of your observations and thoughts
upon the present transactions, and you may assure yourself
that what you entrust me with goes no further; and
therefore you are safe as well as kind in using freedom with
me; and I desire it the rather, because, to be free with you
in my turn, the accounts my Lord Villiers gives me are very
imperfect, and therefore 1 entreat you to continue fco me fche

satisfaction of letting me know the characters and inclinations
of the ministers at the treaty, the progress of affairs there
and what hopes there is of a peace, or the contrary, or what
other remarks your station and your talent enable you to
make." Signed. (III. 8.)

J[ohn] Tucker to Matthew7 Prior.

1697, April 13 [--23]. Whitehall.—" Having a few scraps
of news and conjectures I send them to you : and first Sir

James Rushout, an old, rich, unhealthy gentleman, is chosen
by the Turkey Company upon the King's recommendation
to be Ambassador at the Porte in the room of my Lord
Paget recalled. Consul Blackwell this morning kissed lli~

Majesty's hand as Envoy to Florence. The Earl of Man-
chester, I suppose you know, is appointed Ambassador
Extraordinary to Venice to return their compliment, though
I think a little too soon ; and Mr. Stanyan in our office is

like to go Secretary to the Embassy (not Ambassador) and
will have a Commission, 300/. equipage and H)s. /« r diem ;

this last is not absolutely done but so far that I believe it

will be.
" My Lord Pembroke intends to embark the first fair wind,

and stays for nothing else. Sir Joseph Williamson i> so well,

as in probability he may be able to go in a few days
;

bo you
may expect him with the King, who. we begin to say, will Lr <>

hence the latter end of the next week, the wind permitting.

The Parliament, I believe, will he up mi Saturday n<\t
;

hut

before His Majesty goes, we say, there will he some alterations

amongst the Ministers. I do not hear who will be out, but

there being vacancies in the Admiralty. Treasury, and Cow
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mission of Lords Justices, those will be filled, and some few
removes besides. One named (amongst others) to fill the

Commission of Lords Justices is my Lord Sunderland, but

till you hear further, pray keep that to yourself.
'

' We expect an alteration in the Government of Ireland,

the Lords Drogheda and Montrath, who are now joined with

my Lord Galway, it's said, will be both out, and in their

room Mr. Methuen (now Lord Chancellor) and Mr. Henry
Boyle. Just now we received an express from the Governor
of Dartmouth, giving an account that a great fleet of ships

were seen off the Start Point, which alarmed the country,

believing them to be French, but it is most likely that they

are either our own Virginia Fleet, or Admiral Evertz with

the Cales [Cadiz] and Portugal Fleets." (III. 9.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1697, April 16 [-26]. Whitehall.—" We have ended our

session, and His Majesty's speech will inform you how well

he approves of it. I know not whether we have answered

expectations abroad, but we have exceeded what many among
us ever thought could be done ; and I don't think any Par-

liament hereafter will have it in their power to give so much.
'

' I am sorry I must tell you my Lord Duke has grown
worse of late ; not only his spitting of blood is a little in-

creased, but there are some symptoms that show a tendency

towards a consumption, and it is imputed to the wrong
method that hath been taken for his cure. Doctor Ratcliff

hath long disapproved of it, and now His Grace is prevailed

on to put himself into his hands. I wish we may have more
reason to commend the course he intends to take, but he speaks

of it with assurance, and therefore I hope he doth not think

his assistance is required too late.

" There is a great fire just now broke out in Derby Court at

the end towards the water. I hope it may be soon mastered,

since there is little wind stirring." (III. 10.)

J[ohn] Ellis to Matthew Prior.

1697, April 17 [-27]. Whitehall.—" Mr. Howard, the

person who will deliver you this, is son to a worthy gentleman

of my acquaintance, a doctor of physic ; and his genius

inclining him to painting, his father, though a wealthy man,
will not oppose his inclinations, but rather seconds them
by allowing him to travel, to make what improvement he

can in an art he so much affects ; and who knows whether

he may not help to revive that noble science much fallen

of late from its ancient splendour and perfection ?

" I desire you will please to give the young man, who is

so modest he will not be troublesome, such countenance and
protection as he shall stand in need of for the better prose-

cution of his design at The Hague ; and when he shall have

a mind to go to Amsterdam or Leyden to see what those
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places afford for his Instruction, thai yon will please to
recommend him to some person there who maj assist him in
his laudable design.

"1 do not often trouble you with m\ letters, because Mr
Tucker constantly acquaints yon with whal happenf here
worth your knowledge, and the repetition of them from my
hand would but make them worse. He ha<3La fair escape
last night, the house being on fire just as lie was going to
bed, so that he had only time to clap on his clothes again and
take away some guineas he had : the rest of his things are
burnt or pillaged. All that [Derby] Court is burnl down,
so [you] will believe some of your relations near il were well
frighted." (III. 11.)

Matthew Prior to [James
|
Vernon.

1697, April 20-30. Hague.—" We had eighl posts yes
terday from England, and I am honoured with as many letters
from you. 1 am ashamed my correspondence can no way
balance yours

; the little chicanes we have had here have
hardly been worth sending you, and an ugly defluxion upon
my eyes has hindered me from writing to you so regularly
as I ought to have done.
"I hope to get well by that time my Masters come,

and to make amends for my negligence to my friends when
we may have something worth troubling them with. The
only point that obstructs our entering into the negotiation
is (I think) the reunions the French have made in the
Spanish Provinces since the Treaty of Nimegue. The
Spaniards have given a list of their pretensions to the
Mediator, and are pretty fair in the matter. The French
chicane; they will give their answer, but so very little time
(possibly some hours only) before the entering upon tin- treaty,
that the Spaniards shall not see it, or at leasl not have time
to object against it, otherwise than whilst the treaty i-

actually on foot, and so that their excepting against it shall
not hinder the going on with more material points : which
being interpreted is that, the treaty being ready to be finished,
the Spaniards shall not think it worth while to break off all

for that which they would make as much bustle as they can t"

obtain now. I know not if the King of Sweden's death may
not hinder us some time longer: the young Kin- tinder the
government of his grandmother and Oxenstiern will certainly
carry on the mediation. I hear to-day that Denmark will

desire a part of it, but I cannot give you this for certain.
" I suppose you do not think Mr. Rowley will be less

welcome to me for my not having mentioned hi- coming
in my last letters to you. I take it as a thing done, and when
my Lord Duke thinks fit to send him to me, I shall behave
myself to the young gentleman as if His Grace had not only
baptized but begot him,"
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Postscript. "lam extremely glad my Lord is recovered.

I leave it to you to tell His Grace so as you may find occasion

or think fit. I have sent Jimmy his packet of news."

Copy. (X. 264.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1697, April 20 [-30]. Whitehall.
—"I have your letter

of the 26th instant. What is become of the three preceding

mails we know not, but are told they were put on board a

vessel that is gone for Ireland. Since they are to go thither,

I am glad you had not the trouble of writing any by that

conveyance, though I am very sorry at the occasion for it,

and we find that our plenipotentiaries take their turns to

be out of order ; and what exceedingly adds to my trouble

is that my Lord Duke finds himself much worse since he went

into his new method. He took Dr. RatclifTs prescriptions,

which were opiate pills, on Friday and Saturday only, and the

last time thev occasioned a great vomiting, which brought up

a quantity of blood and some of it clotted, and he hath been

very weak and much out of order since that time.

"He is now returned again to Sir Thomas Millington's

advice, and finds it absolutely necessary to remove to a greater

distance from London, that he may be freed from the im-

portunity of visits and the fatigue of business, both which, it

is feared, render his recovery impracticable.
" His Majesty's convoy will be ready, as was ordered, by

Thursday next, and the wind being now come about, I suppose

he will be going to Margate on Friday or Saturday at furthest.

In the meantime a Council must be called and the Lords

Justices declared, which is not yet done ; we know only of

one new one to be added, which is the Earl of Sunderland,

to whom my Lord Dorset hath resigned his office of

Chamberlain for the sum of 10,000?., which His Majesty

pays.

"I hear my Lord Keeper [Somers] is to be a peer of

England, and to induce him to accept of it he hath a grant

of lands made him to the value of near 2,000?. per annum,

which every one thinks he well deserves.
'

' The Commissions of the Treasury and Admiralty are to

be renewed ; Mr. Pelham will be added to the former and Mr.

Wharton to the latter ;
whether any more I know not.

'
' Mr. Duncombe is removed from being receiver to the

Excise, and it is given to Mr. Burton of the Exchequer, who,

if he be not so rich as the other, shows, however, a greater

forwardness to accommodate himself to what the public

service requires.
1 ' Sir Robert Clayton is going off from the Customs, great

notice being taken of his discouraging the subscriptions

which are to be the foundation for issuing Exchequer bills,"

(III. 12.)
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Matthew Prior to |( 'haki.ks Montagu,] Chanoelloh
OF THE EXOB i.'.'i BR.

1697, May 3. [N.S.] Hague. " With the lasl English
letters we had the news that Sir James Rushoul n
to Constantinople; Lisbon therefore is open, unless envoy-
ships are to be entailed, and Rfethwyn succeeds Methwyn
till Shiloath comes. Though the Portuguese l.a-v ,,, | now
sent an envoy to us, the peace might be made before ours went
to them, if he were named now. You sec I am recommending
myself to you to be recommended by my Lord Keeper for
this employment. My Lord Duke of Shrewsbury would. I

believe, be on our side, and my Lord Albemarle would second
anything of that kind, if it were once on foot. To help this,

the Embassy would hardly be denied such a thing for their
secretary, and your friend Matt Prior mighl learn Portuguese,
and get two thousand pounds in three years, and come home
again to dedicate the rest of his life amiciticB ceternce, and
to the commands of my Master. II this project fails, bo will

Sir James Rushout's life before he gets halfway to Turkey,
so that if I were sure that no other consumptive member
should be put into that pool before me. I would certainly
in recompence bring you the peace, rather than leave it at

Aston's lodgings: but Portugal is the presenl point, and
I leave it to your consideration. I confess 1 should prefer

it to any thing, but to being at home and near you.
" The steps towards a peace advance as fast as the gravity

of the House of Austria will permit. The difficulties which
the Emperor made are adjusted, and the only ones that

remain to obstruct the opening the treaty are about the

reunions which have been made by Franc in tin Spanish
Netherlands since Nimegue. The French will not give their

answer to the list which the Spaniards have made of these

reunions till just the beginning of the treaty, because (say

they) the Spaniard, not consenting entirely to the answer,
ma}^ refuse entering into treaty. Chicane (my dear Master)

and nonsense, for the French know very well that, lei their

answer be what it will, the Spaniards are not in a condition

to refuse coming to a treaty with the rest of the Allies ;
and

the Spaniards know as well that they shall Lain nothing by
this little bustle besides the credit of being thoughl con

siderable enough to stop the treaty some little tunc for what

they are sure to yield at last. In some days the treaty will

open, and things look as if it would succeed. If you are o\

opinion that this affair of Portugal be practicable, you will

let me have a line from you in order to in \ getting it seconded ,

if not, nil mihi rescribas."" Coji//. (X. 265.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Tim mbull.

1697, May 3. [N.S.] Hague.—"The affair of the re-

unions in the Spanish Netherlands made by the French Bince

the treaty of Nimeguen is the only one (1 think) th.t hinders

u— 8
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our entering upon the treaty so much expected : it is very

senseless on both sides."
" I believe the treaty will soon be opened, so I wish my

Masters were here, for Holland will have a peace, and is pretty

open in its discourses on that head. The Pensioner, I think,

is a little too much so ; it is showing his cards before he is

quite sure of the game : but when we once come to a treaty,

the thing will doubtless not be long doing.
" I have spoke with some of our French here that have

dined with the Ambassadors. Their table is well served

and sober, the discourse of it very well and all politics in-

dustriously avoided : the only thing observable was that

Harlay, upon the speaking of King James' Manifesto, ob-

served that there was nothing more contradictory than his

two papers, and that he was mighty ill served and advised

in the publication of them. And upon naming that Prince I

must tell you that a good friend of his, Sir Robert Tirril, is

here, and, as he says, is going over for England. 1 have
an eye to his haunts, and shall (according to my duty) advise

you if I have any reason to think his conduct here any way
mysterious."

Solicits Trumbull's favour in the matter of the Lisbon
envoyship. ('o]>y. (X. 267-9.)

Matthew Prior to [Charles] Montagu, Chancellor
[of the Exchequer].

1697, May 10. [N.S.] Hague.—" I will not trouble you
with the particulars of our Congress affairs yesterday at

Ryswick, where we met for the first time, and in short did

little more than show the Mediator our pleinpouvoirs.
'

' I troubled you so lately about my own affairs that I

should blush to do it again but for an accident since that I

could no way foresee. My Lord Villiers, when he kissed

the King's hand yesterday for being made a Justice of

Ireland, told him that he thought it would be for His Majesty's
service that I should be Secretary to the Justices, and that

His Lordship should take it as a particular addition to the

honour the King designed him ; that, if His Majesty would be

pleased thereupon to order a letter to be writ to the other

two Justices, there would be no difficulty in the thing ; and
that my absence till the peace might be supplied by a
commis or deputy, I being actually as much in His Majesty's

service here as my Lord Villiers himself. The King answered,

thai he Mas satisfied with my service, and with the pro-

position, but added,—/ think I have already been spe)ken to

for another, but if the Lords Justices agree upon Mr. Prior, I

am milling to it, and trill write to the other tiro. My Lord
Villiers asked him if in the meantime I might write about
it to you, and the King consented : ad te itaque advenio,

spem, salutem, auxilium expetens. I know you will press the

Marquis of Winchester upon this point, and if you gain it,
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we shall get our thousand pound a year in [reland, and I

shall come once or twice a year to England, which, mj dear
Master, are no light considerations. I write you jusl t In-

state of the iifV;iif. thai you may bake what measures you judge

rightest in it. If this secretary, whoever be is, was recom-

mended or is protected by my Lord Sunderland, there is

no hope of our succeeding: if otherwise, we hav< tli<- King,

Lord Villiers and, I believe, Lord Galway on-eur side ( opy.

(X. 269-70.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Si nderland.

1697, May 1-1 1. Hague.— ' My congratulating your being

Lord Chamberlain is hut a pretext, by which 1 would colour

the presumption of writing to you. The true meaning ol m\
letter is to beg your favour and protection to a young min
who has a mind to be all his lifetime Your Lordship's sei vanl

My Lord Villiers, being named one of the Justices foi [reland,

did me the favour to recommend me to Hi- Majesty to be

Secretary to that Commission, as soon as the honour I have

of being Secretary to the Embassy here ceases. His Majestj

testified better of me than I deserve, but added thai he bad

been spoken to about that employment in favour of Bome-

body else; but that if the other Justices consented to whal

my Lord Villiers asked in favour of me, His Majesty was

willing to confirm it, or to give me anything else in Ireland

that should be judged proper. 1 therefore beg Your Lord-

ship's favour in this thing as far as it will bear. 1 should nol

thus have dared to break through all forms bu1 for this

emergency, which may be so considerable to my future

fortune, nor have troubled Your Lordship on a less occasion

than to tell you that my life may take that turn which you

please to give it." Copy. (X. 271-3.)

J[ohn] Tucker to Matthew Prior.

1697, May 4 [-14]. Whitehall.—" This morning 1 received

the favour of yours of the 10th instant (N.S.) with a copj oi

the journal of the first day's proceedings of the Plenipo

tentiaries at Ryswick, which I heartily thank you for, and

am glad to see matters look so well. 1 wish you all Buccess.

"Mr. Secretary showed me yours to him of the same date,

wherein you desire to know whether for the future you are to

address yourself immediately to him, Mr. Ellis or myseli in your

public capacity ; he replied- pray ivrite to him (meaning you)

to-night, and desire him by all means to writt to rm and to In-

free with you, I believe be thoughl you would be more

particular to him than perhaps their Excellencies m.\ be.

As to the other part of youi letter, wherein you Bay my Lord

Villiers had proposed you to the King to be the I hie!

Secretary to the Lords Justices of [reland, I do assure you

Mr. Secretarv was so ready to serve you that he himsell found

my Lord Galway, and spoke to him aboul it
:

and His
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Lordship was pleased to assure him that nobody had yet

been recommended to him, or (he believed) to the Marquis

of Winchester either ; and that he should be very glad to

have you their secretary before any other person whatever
;

but he asked how it could be, while the treaty was on foot,

where you were already engaged as secretary ? Mr.

Secretary leaves it to you to solve this question ; and per-

haps it 'may not be difficult, if you will consider that there

are always two secretaries, and one may shift for so short

a while as your employment there may be likely to last ; or

at worst, it is but leaving that, if the King will consent to it,

and somebody else supplying your room : but these being

only my own hints to you, you may probably think of some
better expedient. I do intend to-morrow to wait on Mr.

Chancellor of the Exchequer, and desire him to speak to the

Marquis of Winchester ; but without further consideration,

since you have two of the three already, I must desire you
to apply for the King's recommendation immediately, for it

will be worth your while, and I wish you heartily well."

(III. 14.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1697, May 4 [-14]. Whitehall.
—"I have your letter of

the 1-11 with the enclosed account, and shall keep you from

bring reprimanded for it ; though somebody ought to think

it their business to inform the Lords Justices of what pas -es

at the treaty. I find Mr. Blathwayt refers it to those who are

properly concerned, and I don't yet see anybody that under-

takes to do it.

" I am glad to hear my Lord Villiers had you so soon in

his thoughts for the Secretaryship of Ireland, and I am more
pleased to find it is not a compliment only. I am told by
one who came from my Lord Chamberlain this afternoon

that you were spoken of there as the man pitched upon. I

take it for granted, therefore, the King's pleasure was signified

by this post ; and it came seasonably, for I found them
unresolved where to choose, though several had been pro-

posed. This being the case, you will want no offer of my ser-

vice ; but I have engaged one who is intimate with the

Marquis of Winchester to give him your character, and my
Lord Galway knows it already. That which still puzzles

me is how you will divide yourself between Dublin and The
Hague." (III. 15.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

[1697, after May 5-15. Hague.]—" You see by the en-

closed what was done on Wednesday at the Congress. I

u ish Count Kaunitz' haughtiness and Mons. Zeiler's formality

may not hinder us in points more essential to the treaty than

this of their manner of meeting the French could be. I cannot

forbear saying to you that I am not sorry those people who
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would distinguish themselves in everything meel with
little mortification in this. I wish to-morrow maj an
the Mediator's third proposition

; for till something material
is before our ministers, these punctilios will amuse tho
Germany and (-specially those oi the Emperor
"By an express just now arrived from Zuylestein wi

that the King is quite freed from the [gtftSpositioi] he la}
under. God preserve him bo us. The letters from Flanders
to-day talk much of the motions the French make, which,
itis thought, will end in the siege of Ath." Copy (X 272

James Vernoe to Matthev Prior.

1697, May 7 [ 17). Whitehall. " I find n is i rel in

this town that you are to he the ('hid' Secretary in Ireland,
but still J can't be resolved whether Ireland or the ti

must want you. unless yon intend to make a speed} end there
either by concluding the peace or sending home the Frem h

plenipotentiaries.
" Sir Joseph Williamson is got abroad, and will he ring

towards you when the convoy sails next week." (Ill II

Matthew Prior to [Charles Montagi'.] Cham i;llob

of the Exchequer.

1697, May 21. [N.S.] Hague. — " Victoria ! M\ Lord
Sunderland has writ to my Lord Villiers thai the two -In

have consented to my being their secretary; m\ Lord
Villiers has writ the thing to my Lord Albemarle, and I do
not doubt but that it will be confirmed here. I aeed not tell

you the sense I have of your favour in this matter, oor thank
you for your solicitations or for your two letter-,. I spare
my Lord Sunderland likewise from my compliments, though
I had the impudence to trouble him with my requests. I

beg you to say for me to His Lordship all that yon think a

mind truly grateful could imagine. I write to my new Masters,

but you must help me too to thank them. I hope my pi

making may give me leave ere long to pay them my duty ;

indeed, Master, it will be a great consolation to your wan-
dering dove, when he comes with the olive-branch in his

mouth, to find a place prepared where he may set footing.

I read my Lord Villiers your excuses for not writing to him
;

he thinks it sufficient." Copy. (X. 274.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Tim iibi ll.

1697, May 21. [N.S.] Hague.— k
' The Congress on Saturday

afforded but very little. The Imperial ministers •ia\<- the

copy of the project they had drawn up for the Empire to t he

German ministers, who are to examine it and will give m their

sentiments of it to-morrow.
" Mons. de la Tour is arrived here again. !!< has taken a

house at Ryswick, and intends to show his credentials t"i

assisting at the general peace.
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'

' The paper to Mr. Tucker tells the news we have con-

cerning Ath. God knows if it can be succoured. People

talk very differently of it. The design of besieging so in-

considerable a place does no way answer the ideas the French
gave us of what they would do in Flanders.

" I cannot sufficiently express my gratitude to you for

what you have done for me in the business of Ireland."

Copy. (X. 275-6.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1697, May 11 [-21]. Whitehall.
—"I have none of yours

to acknowledge, and shall not go about to acquaint you with
occurrences that you will find in other letters. But as to

what concerns yourself, I find some endeavouring to provide

you a substitute in Ireland till you come to officiate, and
they would have me join in it for Palmer, who is now
Secretary to the Justices ; but I refused it for many reasons

;

for this chiefly, that if you are detained there, I think it will

not be refused you to appoint your deputy, though the best

way is to execute your own office and to begin with your
new Lords." (III. 18.)

Treaty of Ryswick.
Scotland.

[1697, May.]—Instructions to the Plenipotentiaries of Great
Britain at The Hague to secure for the King's subjects in

Scotland (1) confirmation of the ancient privilege of

naturalization as free subjects of the King of France
; (2)

their accustomed exemption from an imposition of 50s. per

ton laid by the French upon all foreign shipping
; (3) the

removal of heavy impositions laid since 1660 on the produce
of Scotch manufactures ; a prohibition of the import of

herrings and "white fish," and an additional imposition

upon salmon. Sign Manual.
Further instructions to the same to endeavour to secure

the restoration of Anne, Duchess of Hamilton, to her title

of Duchess of Chastel-Herault and her other rights and pos-

sessions in France, including the arrears of a yearly pension

of 12,000 livres until restitution be made, which pension was
last ordered to be paid in 1661 : also the restoration to Sir

William Douglas of the lands held by him in his wife's right

at Dankelsheim and Ketelsheim in Alsace and elsewhere in

France : also the insertion of a general clause in the treaty

restoring all Scotchmen to lands in France whereof they have
been dispossessed. Signed. W. R.

Endorsed :
—" Given to Mr. Prior by the Earl of Pembroke,

May 28 [N.S.], 1697." (XVII., No. 4.)

R[ichard] Powys to Matthew Prior.

1697, May 11 [-21]. Whitehall.—" Sir Joseph Williamson
came on Friday night to take his leave of our Lords. I took
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the opportunity of recommending your plate to him to b< ~< nl

with his goods; and the nexl da) I got ii out of the Jewel
House and sent by Beaumont, a porter, to hi> house; the

receipt for it together with the kej "I the trunk you will find

enclosed. There is in the trunk >i\ large candlestick

snuffer-pan and snuffers, and a silver standish. I pud four

guineas, fees, besides 5s. to the office keeper, and is. fid. cord

and porter, &c. When I came to take bEeui away, the)

told me that, the King wanting three pair of candlesticks

for Flanders, they had given Mr. Lowman those that were

made for you. and these scut you were made accordin|

His Majesty's directions for his own use, and that Mr.

Lowman would call on you to exchange them, there being

little difference in the weight, but these the handsomer if you

can keep them, which I suppose you will, for before they will

come to your hands. I suppose the King will he gone to the

army.
" Mrs. Prior sent to me a week ago to know if I had not

directions to pay her 1007. 1 told her I had not yet any

orders about it, nor money to pay it with. She said you

owed her 44/., and that you told her in May she should have

100?. to repay herself and to get some things for you. and

desired me to acquaint you therewith." (VIII. 223.)

William Blathwayt to the Ambassadors.

1697, May 14-24. Mecheln.—The Comte de Soissons

being now on his way to Italy to reconcile himself to his

cousin the Duke of Savoy, and by his means to his uncle the

Prince of Carignan, from whom he has considerable pre

tensions, the King signifies his pleasure that their Excellencies

will give the President de la Tour and his colleague to under

stand that the Comte, who has for some time past owned his

adherence to His Majesty and attended him in eminent

dangers of the war, is recommended to the favour of the Duke

of Savoy, that there may be a just and favourable decision

of family interests to preserve that branch of the Hon

Savoy from ruin, to which their misfortune- have exp

them. Signed. (III. 21.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

1697, May 24. [N.S.] Hague.
—" The enclosed contains

the formalities of what was done on Wednesday at Ryswick

The essential part of it may be comprehended in \'i\ lew

words: that the Imperialists gave in Saturday before an

imperfect paper, and tacitly confessed then having doni

by changing it on Wednesday, and that the) made the most

ridiculous demand imaginable where they asked th.it ol the

French, for what have the French to demand <>r wh) would

the Imperialists have them demand anything? Xou

Sir, how slowly we advance: I hear the French

impatient at it, and I take this to be a good argument that

they are in earnest for a peace.
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11
I have not yet seen the Imperialists' project, but by the

account I have had of it by piece-meal from their secretaries

(I may say to Your Honour), it appears to me a little

monstrous.''' Copy. (X. 281.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1697, May 18 [-28]. Whitehall.—Giving as his private

opinion that
'

' as the Lords Justices are in the highest trust

here, and have the honour to represent the King, and what

is now negotiating at The Hague being of the greatest

moment to this kingdom," they should not "be made
strangers to it.

" I don't perceive but that hath been the case hitherto :

perhaps it proceeds from an opinion that nothing hath yet

passed that requires a communication ; but I can judge only

by what I see, and when the Ambassadors shall order any

accounts to be sent hither, they may depend upon it that the

Lords Justices will have the perusal of them.
'

' There is one come up to-day from my Lord Duke who
tells me he is much mended ; he is gone this day to his house

in Worcestershire.
'

'

Postscript.—"The Lords Justices of Ireland took their

leave this morning; their journey is fixed for Thursday."

(III. 19.)

Sir William Trumbull to Matthew Prior.

1697, May 18 [-28]. Whitehall.—Thanks for Journals of

the Transactions in the Congress at Ryswick. Has no doubt

His Majesty will approve of the Lords Justices' choice of

Prior as their secretary ; is glad of it for Prior's sake,

though he lose by it a good correspondent in Holland, which

is of value at this time. Desires Prior to take particular

notice of Sir Richard Onslow's son, now at The Hague.

Signed. (III. 20.)

Lord Galway to Matthew Prior.

1697, May 18 [-28]. London.—Congratulating him on his

appointment to the Chief Secretaryship in Ireland, and

asking for directions as to the filling of that post during his

absence at The Hague. French. Holograph. (III. 22.)

Treaty of Ryswick.

1697, May 19 [-29]. Hague.—Regulations as to the cere-

monies to be observed at the meetings of the plenipotentiaries

and the behaviour of their servants. Latin. Authentic copy,

sealed and attested by N. Lillieroot (the Mediator).

[The text is printed in Actes et Memoires des negotiations

de la paix de Ryswick, second edition, Vol. II., p. 25.]

'XVII., No. 9.)
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Sir Willi \m Tim mbi i l to M \i i m.w Prk
1697. May 21

| 31 |. Whitehall. " I hope youi I

of Ireland has received the King's approbation, and thai his

pleasure will be signified accordingly. All I

in this matter, as well as all others relating to you I I

and shall always be \n\ zealous and ver\ Bincere to use my
little interest in your behalf. I hope this^will come
enough to your hands before you leave The Hague
because we courtiers are qoI ap1 bo do something for nothing,
I am going to give you a little trouble, and will make
short and as easy to you as I ran The jtory i- this

' When I was at Paris, Mons. Lilierote, who was very kind
to me, lent me two volumes of the Treatj oi Nimeguen
the letters from the French Court to their An
that Treaty, and the Ambassadors" answers, which I had
copied; and then these two volumes were all he had He
has now three volumes more, which I have written to him
to do me the favour to trust in your hands, and entreat you bo

procure on such terms as you can some tolerable amanuensis
to copy them for me, and to leave somebody, when you come
away, to see them well (i.e., truly) transcribed; that you
would let them be copied on good paper, such as may not

blot through, with a margin on the inside large enough for

their being bound up afterwards so as to open well
;

and a

larger margin on the outside ; desiring they may be sent

over hither in quires, to have them bound as my other two
tomes are.

"That you may be sure to begin the third volume right,

I desire you would see the end of his second ; the last letter

in my second volume being one from .Mons. de I'ompone to

the French Ambassadors at Nimeguen, dated the 28th

December, 1677.

"Be pleased to let the person you leave entrusted with

these books have an express charge not to suffer any other

copy to be taken: if you have any inclination that way,

you may command mine when you please: and when one

volume is finished, then the transcriber to be paid according

to your agreement with him, which 1 will repay to your order,

and then sent over to me by the first conveniency.

Postscript.—"Let me know when you design to be here,

when my Lord Lexington comes to the < who is

to be your successor in the Secretaryship to the Emba
and what judgement you make of the great affair, &c.

(III. 23.)

James Vernon to .Mattiikw Pmor.

1697, May 21 [-31]. Whitehall.—" Your Lords Just

went away this morning, and lie to-night at Dunstable; it

will be Wednesday before they get to Chester. They intend

to strike off from Coventry and make m\ Lord Duke a short

visit.
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" I have done what I could that Mr. May, the second

secretary, might officiate for you till your arrival, and I hope
it will be so ordered ; and I have spoke to him that he

be accountable to you for the profits, which he hath promised,

and that he will refer himself to you for what you think to

allow him for his pains." (III. 24.)

Arthur Podmore to Matthew Prior.

1697, May 22 [-June 1]. Dublin Castle.—Having for many
years before and since the Revolution been employed under
the Chief Secretaries to the Governors in Ireland, is desirous

likewise to serve under Prior. Refers to Lord Coningsby,

and also to Sir Cyril Wych and Mr. George Clarke, who were
secretaries there, who will favour him with their good word.

Since the year 1690, a relation of his, Joshua Dawson, has

been in the office with him, and the business, whether in

times of trouble or peace, has not required more ; and if

Prior will be pleased to accept of their service, all commands
will be performed without other assistance. (III. 25.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1697, June 1. [N.S.] Cockleberg.*— " It is certain the

naming the King at least once in the body of the treaty

is the more necessary, since in an answer made in England
to King James' late Manifestos and printed by authority,

wherein King James calls upon the Princes of Christendom

for the execution of their treaties with him, it is laid down
as a maxim that the obligation of all such treaties goes to the

possessor of the Crown, and consequently that there is

nothing due from them to King James ; and you know our

English proverb in all such cases.
" Your reason for a general communication of all the

Articles at once is very good, if it were possible for the French

to have digested the pill you had prepared for them—at least

without a better vehicle. 'lis therefore in order to the

rinding out a fit temperament that the Dutch Ambassadors
are to discourse again with the French about that point ; and
to delay any longer the giving in our main project would throw
upon us in the eye of the world the procrastinations so much
complained of.

" Have not the French submitted all their reunions before

this war to an entire restitution ? And give me leave to

tell you their conquests upon the Hudson's Bay Company
had no other pretence than that of a reunion upon account

of the first discovery, so that although the Hudson's Bay
Company do now tell you in the papers remaining in your
hands that they are masters in fact as well as by right of all

that Bay, and consequently of the peltry trade, the French
upon signing our treaty will come in for their share, and show
a new title to their imaginary pretensions.

* I.e., Kokelberg, ne.ir Brussels.
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"For the general negotiation your
|

ia indeed

retrograde, and till there bfl an inward desire in .ill "i you to

despatch, there will be none. There ia nothing

hinder a treaty as well as to write against .1 religion bul

to promote or propagate either m the present circumstai

Hoc opus, hie labor est.

"We talk much of the Pensioner's comingjnither. "S «
•

1
1

f

letters make no mention of it.'
1

Postscript.—"I should with submission bav< ime

thing to you of the style and correctness of your project, bu<

their Excellencies saying 'twas to !><• given in Latin would

have made my criticisms unnecessary." (III. 29.)

William Blathwayt to Mattiikw Prior.

1697, May 23 [-June 2). Malines. ""
1 come now to wish

you joy of your new office, the King having resolved that you

be First Secretary to the Lords Justices of Ireland. This

I have signified to my Lord Villiers, and asked bis opinion

what may be fit to be done further for the fixing you in that

employment.
"lam indeed heartily glad of your success in a bush

that may, I believe, very much save your circumstai

Do not fail to thank my Lord Albemarle for bis good offices,

and to own the obligation to His Lordship.

Postscript.—"The second secretary must officiate during

your absence." (III. 26).

Matthew Prior to Mr. Powys.

1697, June 4. [N.S.] Hague Acknowledging the receipt

of the plate for the Embassy, and thanking him tor his care

and trouble in procuring it/ " For my aunt, patienct is the

word. I hope to bring her home the peace, which is better

than 40/. ready money. Lowman and I shall agree about

the candlesticks, as you and I shall, I have reason to hope,

in everything." Copy. (X. 287.)

Matthew Prior to the Marquis of W'im hbstbb

1697, June 4. [N.S.] Hague.—" 1 ho,,e this Letter may

find Your Lordship safely arrived in Ireland. I wish I may

likewise soon be there to receive and execute Your Lordship -

commands according to what as well my inclinations as my

duty requires. I take the liberty to add to what Mr

Blathwayt will have written to Sour Lordship, thai your

dispensing some time with my absence will complete

obligation you laid upon me when you chose me :
and that

by my diligence and constancy in the service when I am upon

the place, I hope to atone for my being detained aome time

from it.
ii i

"As much as one can guess at the peace, it will adv

by large steps at one time. The French to a bundle ot
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postulate,, which the Imperialists gave in, have returned a

previous question in four lines and with it a sort of answer :

they ask the Imperialists if they have agreed to the Pre-

liminaries of the 10th of February last or no ; if they have,

the demands they now make (say the French) are unreasonable

and not to be granted ; if they have not, the French add that

they are ready to begin to treat upon a new foot with them.

This, however pressing it seems, will (Your Lordship sees)

oblige the Germans to think of treating one way or other in

earnest, and that side of the negotiation being once brought

to any head, the whole affair, I think, will move with more
ease and quickness. Your Lordship will pardon the boldness

I take of writing to you without your leave, since the honour

you have done me in admitting me your secretary seems to

entitle me to a sort of right to do so." Copy. (X. 286.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1697, June 8. [N.S.] Cockleberg.—" I .... cannot

imagine the reason why their Excellencies are so hard-hearted

to Mr. Secretary Trumbull as not to send him a copy of your

project, as well for his private satisfaction as you are in his

province, as for the communicating upon occasion to the

Lords Justices the whole or such part of it as they may desire

to be informed of. But be it as it will, you know there has

been no occasion for my requesting it of their Excellencies,

the project having been given me by the King with orders

concerning it which I signified to their Excellencies ; so

that so many clerks as I had, so many copies I might have

taken of it without bringing you under censure or the impu-

tation of discovering secrets ; though, indeed, upon an

English, Dutch and German post-day my people were so

employed that I rather chose to rely on your hands when
they might be at leisure. The matter being thus circum-

stantiated, their Excellencies could have no reason to suspect

you of a breach of trust ; but lest they may do so, I must not

conceal from you that the Pensioner, being with me here, told

me he had occasion to discourse with the King upon the

Separate Article, that he had brought no copy of it nor of the

project, knowing he might apply to me for it ; and therefore,

if you think that upon a conference with their Excellencies

he may happen to produce your hand, you may, if you please,

wait upon him in my name for it and thereby save yourself

harmless, and send me either that copy or another of that

Separate Article, if there be no danger in it.

" I have already told you the clause about Hudson's

Bay is not only useless but hurtful to us ; but that, you
know, is not my fault.

" I had writ this when I receive yours of the 5th instant,

where you say you hope to send me the treaty by the next

post. I suppose you mean the treaty in Latin, since you
know I have it in French, except the Separate Article, which
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His Majesty by me ordered their Excellencies to keep back
and the matter of it t<» be negotiated l»\ our friends with the
French Ambassadors. This is onlj to yourself, ae you will find

by the style. My other letter will be communicated by pou
to their Excellencies. " (Ml. 39.

)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Tin ubbll.

[1697, about June 8. N.S. Bague.] "To Ene end
answer made by the [mperialists to the trying question of the
French, I have only to add that by Qexl posl I hope to Bend
you the reply which M. Earlay is already forming, and
which in all appearance will be something decisive. Lord
Villiers will acquaint Your Honour with tin- success of his

visit to the Danish Ambassador's, whose master has taken
time to chastise his pupil, who on the other side is as stubborn
as one can imagine. There is nothing can -till these people
but the general peace." Cop;/. (X. 288.)

Matthew Prior to [Charles Montagu,] Chancellor
OF THE ExCHEQUi:i:

1G97, June 11. [N.S.I Hague.—Lord Villiers says 'that

his business is before you, and that he is a good deal in pain

that the report of it is not come over to this side. You do
not think I am impudent enough to intercede in this

matter; but I cannot forbear pouring forth an ejaculation

or two that everything may succeed to my Lord Villiers, and
this particularly which lies between you and him. the two
men I have reason most to love, and whom I would have love

each other as much as I do either.
" Our negotiation must move, I think, though the Germans

clog the way with quires of postulate, to which the French
gave a short answer on Saturday that they never intended

to treat on any other foot, nor would debate on any other

articles than those contained in the Preliminaries of the loth

of February, upon which only they are ready to begin to enter

upon a treaty. The Imperialists grumble at this answer,

but, I think, cannot reply to it.'
1

Copy. (X. 288-9.)

Matthew Prior to William Bi lthwayt.

1697, June 13. [N.S.]—" The enclosed contains all our

Congress proceedings, which, we hope, are 3e1 upon ;i foot

to advance faster. My Masters are thinking oi our business

in particular, and 1 am very glad to find it i thought high

time they should do so. The French have, i hear, answered

Mons. Dyckvelt on this subject, that they are ready to

renounce King James in as formal termi a can be prop<

provided he be not named."
"Mr. Stepney, your spes altera, is, I hope, speaking In-

gratitude to you this week as I was the last. I don'1 know

how either of us can do it enough." < '"/"/• (XVI I
s

I
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Sir William Trumbull to the Lords Ambassadors
Pembroke and Villiers.

1697, June 4 [-14]. Whitehall.— " That I might more
effectually answer Your Excellencies' desire ... to know
whether our affairs in America have received any essential

alteration, between the making of the treaty of Breda in 1667

and the beginning of this present war, I sent to the Council of

Trade before whom those matters lie more immediately, to be
informed thereof. And they let me know yesterday that,

having looked intothe papers given in to them, upon occasion of

their preparing a project of a Treaty of Commerce with France,

they do not find anything further on that subject than what
is contained in certain papers, copies whereof were trans-

mitted to me in April last, duplicates whereof were annexed
to the copy of the project of Treaty of Commerce with France
which were put into my Lord Ambassador Pembroke's
hands here ; but there being mention made in the copy of a

letter from the Hudson's Bay Company amongst those papers,

marked E, of damages done them in ships and goods, such

an account will be sent as soon as it can be made up. However,
I hope this may answer Your Excellencies' expectation at

present, in relation to the first part of your demand, and I

will send you an answer to the second part, that is, of damages
done since the beginning of the war, as soon as possibly it

may be done with any certainty." Signed. (III. 30.)

H. May to Matthew Prior.

1697, June 6 [-16]. Dublin Castle.— Obliged to Prior that

he approves his appointment as Secretary to the Lords
Justices during Prior's absence. A Parliament will probably

meet at Dublin about the end of July. (III. 31.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

1697, June 18. [N.S.] Hague.— " It is impossible for us,

from those papers my Lord Ambassador Pembroke has, to

form any judgment of the state of our plantations. Ac-
cording to what I have heard, it is most probable things will

be settled with the French as at the beginning of the war
;

and if we may believe Mons. Dyckvelt, our business will be

proposed by him to them to-day. I cannot learn but that

the French are earnest enough for a peace, and I believe

these people are pretty well advanced towards it." Copy.

(X. 291.)

The Earl of Pembroke and Lord Villiers to Sir
William Trumbull.

1697, June 11-21. Hague.—Requesting him to send an
abstract of England's gains and losses in all her plantations,

colonies and forts from 1667 to the beginning of the present

war : the French enquire more particularly about St.

Christopher's and Acadie. Copy. (XVI. 23.)
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J[ohn] Ellis fco .Mvitiikw Prior.

1697, June 11 [-21]. Whitehall. "The first pari ol your
queries about America was answered, bj referring to a 3tate

of that matter given to my Lord Ambassador Pembroke
before His Excellency went from hence, and the answer to

the second pari is not ye1 come from the Council ol Trade
who is our oracle in matters relating to thai other world.

"We are enquiring into the state of the fointure ol the

late King's Queen, and though the settlements made on her,

when he was Duke of York, are not to be found in .m\ office

here, we hope thej may be procured bo as to be senl l>\ nexl

post, and that then you may have the answer likewise to

the last question about America.

"Her jointure was considerably increased alter she was

Queen, and I have copies of those warrants ou1 ol tin-

Treasury. " (III. 34.)

The Lords Ambassadors Pembroke, VTlliers and

Sir Joseph Williamson to William III.

1697, June 24. [N.S.]—Enclosing the projecl of the peace

which they have drawn up, and desiring the King's pleasure

therein. The French wish to have a copj in Latin : bul

the paper the Ambassadors send is in French, in which

language the Dutch Ambassadors have discussed mosl of it

points with the French.
" One point of our instructions was thai an article mighi

be inserted to settle a Treaty of Commerce. Your Majesty

will see that such an article is omitted, we leaving it to them

to be proposed, since the balance of trade, as it now Btands,

is evidently on the English side.

" Your "Majesty will see that the 6th Article relates only

to the French who are your own subjects. The Dutch insert

a like article in favour of the French who are their subjects.

As to the affairs of the French Protestants in general, we
will act conjointly with the ministers of the States and of the

other Protestant princes here.

"Your Majesty will find that the 7th Article settles the

affairs in America on the foot they were in at the beginning

of the war, which we understand to be Your Majesty 'a pleasure

Most of the other articles are conformable to those which

England has generally made in their [sic] treaties with France.

"We expect from the Pensioner the Article concerning

the Principality of Orange. We have followed Your Majesty *s

directions in consulting with the Pensioner about this par

ticular Article concerning the late King .lame-. He is ol

opinion that it should be drawn up, as we presume it is, in

the strongest terms imaginable; and thai King James

should be mentioned therein expressly and by name The

Ambassadors of the States have had several conferencea

with the French on this point, and have alwaye represented

this nomination as a thing essential to our tion, and
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from which we could no way recede. The French are very-

positive that their Master cannot in honour consent to the

naming a prince in this manner, with whom he has been

in so long and so strict an alliance. We humbly desire to

have Your Majesty's directions how we are to behave ourselves

in case the French persist.
'

' In the discourses which the French Embassy have had

with the Dutch, they have mentioned the restoring the rebels

who have followed King James' party." Copy. (XVI. 27-9.)

J[ohn] Ellis to Matthew Prior.

1697, June 15 [-25]. Whitehall.
—"I find I reckoned a

little too fast, when I told you. in my last, that I hoped to

send you an account, by this post, of the settlement of the

jointure of the late King "James' Queen ; that part of it which

was settled on her when he was Duke of York being not so

easily to be come at as that augmentation made after he

was King ; the copies of which warrants, taken out of the

books in the Treasury Office, I send you herewith as an

earnest of the rest, whereby you will see that she was to enjoy

above 47,328/. a year, before her husband's death, and after

it too, if she outlived him ; all these grants being made to

her during her natural life, and to be paid immediately to

her, without coming into the Exchequer. What the value of

St. James's House was I cannot tell ; that I presume was

given her for a nursery."

To " the second part of my Lords Ambassadors' question,

about damages done us by the French in America, since the

beginning of this war to this time, I am enabled from the

Council of Trade to make you this answer, namely, that their

Lordships have nothing more to offer upon that subject,

with relation to the state of America, either before or since

the war. than what is contained in those papers, which were

transmitted to "Sir. Secretary Trumbull the 5th and 17th of

April last, and that they have yet received no answers from

the Hudson's Bay Company as to the particular damages

done them in their ships and goods. This last seems none

of the material alterations, and so not to be comprehended

in my Lords Ambassadors' question ; but Mr. Penn having

some time since given me a small Memorandum about a place

called Corotoque, I send you a copy of it, to be made use of

as you shall find occasion, if it be of any use.
'

' Copies of the papers aforementioned, given to Mr.

Secretary 5 and 17 April, my Lord Ambassador Pembroke

had before His Excellency went from hence ; so that the

answer to their Excellencies' second question is by way of

reference, as that to the first was." (III. 35.)

The Marquis of Winchester to Matthew Prior.

L697, June L5 | 25]. Dublin.
—" \ received directions

from the King by Mr. Blathwayt signifying his pleasure that
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he thought it necessary for his service thai you should remain
where you are for the present, and thai he would
with your attendance in the meantime, which I

my Lord Galway with. When you come, I hope you will

bring peace with you, and in the meantime I Bhall be very
glad to heaf sometimes from you. This day the Parliamenl
here was adjourned until the 27th of next nmiith." (IN

William Blathwayt to the Lords Ambassado
1697, dune I7| 27]. Camp at Cockleberg. " His Maji

having perused 5Tour Excellencies' letter of the 24th
with the enclosed draught of a treaty with Prance, and
Separate Article relating to King .lames, has commanded me
to return them to Sour Excellencies with the signification

of his pleasure that Your Excellencies deliver the said draught
of a treaty to the Dutch Ambassadors, to he given with the
addition of the article concerning Orange by them to the
Ambassadors of France in the language proposed by Your
Excellencies. Bui that the Separate Article he not delivered

to the French Ambassador until those of Holland -hall have
discoursed with them further upon the subject-matter of

it, and His Majesty's further pleasure shall he known therein.

"The only alteration His Majesty has directed in the said

draught is the naming of both Kings, which His Majesty
has thought necessary at least of himself to obviate all

chicanes the French might at any time make in favour of King
James. And if Your Excellencies shall think tit to name His

Majesty more than once, or to add any relatives to His

Majesty's Christian name in any parts of the draught, it i

by His Majesty to Your Excellencies' discretion * (III. 10.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Priob

L697, June 27. [N.S.] Camp near Brussels. With your- of

yesterday " I received a copy of the firsl article of the treaty

between the Imperialists and the French. Now I return

their Excellencies the draught ol ;i project of peace with

France, without much alteration hut I must observe to you

in particular that your 7th Article will he of the gre

prejudice to the Hudson's Bay Company, as you ma\ have

judged by the papers received from the Council of Trade;

for that by this article all those places taken from that Com-

pany before the war, and retaken by them during the war,

must be restored to the French, whereas we have no1 in

nature a reciprocal to give us an equal advantage :
lor let

me tell you, your 4th Article will not help us in this

but on the contrary, as I could explain to you for your

private satisfaction '

if the post were not L'<>in- away, and

show you that three words would have mended the matter,

I mean an exception of these evident voyes <l< fait the French

made use of before the war, and which was a cause assigned

for it in the declaration of war, wherein we shall now have
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no remedy. But all this is only by way of discourse with

you, which your former letters have engaged me in ; not

doubting but their Excellencies have had their superior

reasons to word the treaty otherwise, so that it could not be

fit for me on a sudden to hinder the progress of it by a single

discussion with the King at so critical a time." Signed.

(III. 42.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Dorset.

1697, June 28. [N.S.]— " I have hoped that our treaty

might long before this have afforded something material

enough for me to have troubled Your Lordship with, but by

what has been written to Your Excellencies in general on

that subject, you see, my Lord, that we are advanced but

little beyond our Preliminaries, and in fifteen meetings we
have hardly agreed to the first article either of the Im-

peralists or Spaniards, though they contain little more than

pax sit. I think the mystery of this slowness on the French

side is that they have a mind to see the event of what they

hope as well from the West Indies as from Barcelona. We
are thinking of that part of the treaty which regards us,

and then England and Holland will certainly have quicker

answers towards making a good peace, or break off those

conferences which as yet advance so little towards it. Your

Lordship will see by the enclosed protestation in what a

posture King James' affairs stand ;
this is the last entry

he is likely to make. The Mediator when he showed it the

Congress declared he received and looked upon it as neither

valid or of consequence, but read it only as a curiosity.

"I am never to write to Your Lordship without repeating

my acknowledgments for all your favours. I wish Your

Lordship all that leisure and satisfaction to yourself which

you deserve, and which your place of Chamberlain kept you

from enjoying so entirely as you desired : but I hope, my
Lord, you will never leave the Court so absolutely as not to

be near it in every case wherein the welfare of the nation

may ask your assistance." Copy. (X. 292.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt

1697, June 29. [N.S.] Hague.
—"My Masters now are in

conference with the Pensioner concerning the substance of

your letter, so that what I can say is not by authority but by

the private spirit. I make bold to tell you then that we
always understood till now that the article about King

James was by our friends here to have been communicated

to the French as any other article whatsoever, lest they,

having closed with the common article of peace, restitution,

etc., should boggle in this most material one, and turn the

reason of the peace not being signed upon our sticking upon

what they will call some words only in that point."
" I send you a copy of the treaty and great article, and

shall think it abundantly returned if you would write me
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three words of explanation in the fourth article, md
the form of the seventh, s«> .is to help the Kudsi
Company We have qoI all the Light imaginable
from the other side. Mr. Ellis having once more referred us

to what we had of my Lord Pembroke from the Comra
for Trade, which paper is very Lmperfecl ;

and .... though
they would altogether Labour to inform im ,you can do it

something better.

''The enclosed will show you how little has been done at

Ryswick. If we do not gel into a better method (which I

believe we shall not do till the French sec what bee

the affairs of the West Indies and Barcelona), we 'shall have
time enough to have our projects corrected and tin- manner
of proceeding in them rightly adjusted. The Imperialists

have been as well with the Dutch Embassy as with my
Masters to concert with them as an answer to the French,

that, since they neither liked the first way of going <>n upon
the postulate/, in general nor the second <>t answering t<> each
article separately, there was no method left Inn tor them
(the French) to specify to all the Allies what Lengths they

would go, and what points they would accord tor the general

peace, and that the Allies might upon that declaration return

their several answers. This. 1 think, will be moved to the

Mediator to-day, and without the spirit of prophecy one maj
guess that the French will shuffle up an Lmperfecl answer
of their having already declared themselves on this accounl

in the Preliminaries, and so I am afraid we shall have inn

round a circle, and shall find ourselves the next week where

we were a fortnight ago.
" The Mediator spoke at Ryswick on Wednesday about

this protestation of King James, which I send you enclosed ;

but as a thing no ways authentic or of consequence, hut w hat

he looked upon only as a curiosity. I did not misunderstand

you as to my Master J[osephJ having conversed with the Plan-

tations : may be so ; but we keep our knowledge as carefully

up as our money: though I know no time when the expense

of either will be so necessary as now." Copt/. (X. 294.)

Treaty of Ryswick.

[1697, June.]—Project of the treaty between the Kings of

Great Britain and France, "as it was returned from Mi-

Majesty under cover of Mr. Blathwayt, 29 June, 169'

French. Corrected draft.

[This is essentially the same as the text punted
j
M Actea

et Memoire.s, 2nd ed., Vol. II., p. 189 : but the wording i- in

many cases different.] (X\ 1
1

LO.)

The Earl ok Pembroke, Lord Villi ers and Sn:

Joseph Williamson to [Jambs] Cress]

1697, June 29. (N.S.j Hague. --'On Thursday [June

17-27] Mons. Hespen communicated to the Congress ol the
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Allies here the substance of a letter which he had received

from the Duke [of Holstein], his master, wherein that prince

expostulates the hardships he is under ; hopes due means
may be taken in order to a just reparation, and assures the

Allies that in as much as in him lies he will take care that

the peace in the North be not disturbed. The Congress desired

the ministers, whose principals can any ways be concerned

in this affair, to write to them to interpose their good offices."

Instructing him to act in this matter with the ministers of

Saxony and Brandenbourg and Mons. Hop, to whom the

Pensioner has written to the same effect. Copy. (XVI. 33.)

J[ohn] Ellis to Matthew Prior.

1697, June 22 [-July 2]. Whitehall.—" I hoped to have
sent you by last post the account enclosed of the late King
James' wife's jointure, which was settled upon her when he

was Duke of York, in a more authentic form than this is
;

though I believe the substance of it is the true state of that

matter, but that we have to do with a very perverse person
;

but if anything further be necessary for your satisfaction

in this point, we must look for it in the Rolls, where we are

told it is to be found." (III. 41.)

The Lords Ambassadors to William III.

1G97, July 3. [N.S.]—Acknowledging the receipt of the

draft of the treaty. In the article of mutual restitution of

places taken during the war they have inserted the words.

—

" Except such places as belong to His Majesty of Great

Britain, which the French seized during the peace immediately

preceding this war," in order to retain possession of the forts

in Hudson's Bay which the French seized in time of peace

and the English recaptured during the present war. This

exception they submit to His Majesty's approval, as being

for his service, though not in strict accordance with their

instructions. Copy. (XVI. 36-8.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

1697, July 5. [N.S.]
—"We expect the Pensioner from the

army to-day : in all probability he will bring us methods for

a more expeditious way of carrying on a treaty ; or else I

cannot see what this method can come to.

Mons Dankleman, second of the Embassy of Brandenbourg
being arrived, the ministers from the crowned heads make
the same difficulty of visiting him as they did at Nimegue.
Sir Joseph Williamson has informed us of what was done in

that case by King Charles twenty years since, and
their Excellencies desire to know His Majesty's pleasure

therein, in order to their seeing Mons Dankleman." Copy.

(X. 297.)
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Jos[hTJA] Dawson to .MvTNlKU PRIOR.

1697, July 27 [-July 7|. Dublin Castle To the
effect as Podmore's letter of _'l' May

|
June l| (|>. \-.

Hopes Prior will in.
i

tliink it necessary to bring over any clerk
with him, as Podmore and be can vrerj easilj discharge the
whole business of the office, and the fee are but ifficienl to
maintain two clerks. (111. 4 1.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1697, July 8. [N.S.] Camp.—" I have laid your letter of
the 5th instant before His Majesty relating to Moris.
Danckleman, also two inclosed papers received
from His Excellency Sir Joseph Williamson

;
in answer

whereunto His Majesty commands me to signify In- pleasure
that their Exeellencies do visit Mons. Danckleman, though no
ministers from crowned heads have yet done it. and that he
be treated, as well as the first minister from that Elector, with
the honours of an Ambassador, to which His Majesty i- dis-

posed not only by the precedents in this case, bul by his

particular relation and affection to the person of His Electoral
Highness."

Postscript.—" His Majesty is very desirous that this honour
be done to the Ambassadors of Brandenbourg by their

Excellencies before they receive it from any other ministers
whatever." (III. 47.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.
1697, July 10. [N.S.] Hague.—" The Congress did nothing

on Saturday, the French persisting not to give their project

in till the Spaniards (whom they meant, though tlie\

pressed it the Allies), w^ere agreed to it. The Spaniards
confess their Pyrenean pretentions to be but chimerical, and
would close with any temper in the world thai mighl do
their business, provided they only keep the bare pretence:
in short they did nothing, not that they intend to persist,

but because they would see what directions the Pensioner,

who came hither on Monday, may have ; and indeed we all

hope he has His Majesty's pleasure bow the greal affairs may
advance; and Mr. Stepney's Empire must roll on according

to that quantity of motion the King will give it, for il ia a

heavy body and has very little celerity in itself. I have your
remarks upon our cause to thank you for. I know who was
likewise of the opinion of a wiser man thai it should have

been reciprocal, but the thing was determined as you find

it, and my part was to write what others dictated. The
French are digesting the whole project as it is w ithoul one word
having been mentioned of the great article other than by

Mons. Dyckvelt, viva voce.
" The Elector of Saxe being chosen King of Poland is all

the discourse here. The refugees go no further into the

consideration than to pity his spiritual state : the politicians
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agree it is well for the present, but are concerned what may
come of it twenty years hence, when he may be powerful

enough in the Empire to oppress the House of Austria, or if

he joins with that House to oppress the Protestant party.

This is speculation, but the present influence the thing has

is that the Imperialists like a peace less, and the Brandenburg

more than before.
'

' I am sorry that you will see from my Lord Villiers that

our poor Consul is faulty ; but fiat justitia, ruat coelum. He
has often been told he ought not to be nibbling at passports,

and after this if he will burn his fingers, they are his own,

and nobody can help it. That Mons. Vanderpoele and his

clerk Lawrentz took in (as they call it) the passports at the

Briele or Helvoet, and gave the passagers notes or tickets

of a new fabric and by their own power, upon which notes

they went aboard, has been a grievance 1 have mentioned

for some years past, and which must certainly be remedied

to make the giving of passports here any way effectual."

Copy. (X. 300.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Sunderland.

1697, July 12. [N.S.] Hague.
—" I have very much wished

our Congress might have given me an occasion of writing to

Your Lordship without being wholly impertinent, which as

yet it has not done. This is no very good character of it,

my Lord, after nineteen meetings. I think this slowness

may be attributed to the great love the Germans have to

method, by which at last they found that they were hardly

advanced to the end of the first article, and that sit pax was

just consented to. The French willingly closed with this

irregularity of doing nothing, that they might in the meantime

see what became of Pointis' squadron, the siege of Barcelona,

the choice of a king of Poland, and if anything might be

attempted in Flanders ; but these hopes having as yet in a

great measure failed them, and the Germans being come off

from their darling method of treating singly and by articles,

the French have agreed to give in a project at once of what

lengths they will go towards a peace, which we expect to see

to-morrow.
'" The Spaniards were hardly brought to join with the

Germans in asking this project, and have at last only done

it with their old reservations and chimeras of sticking to the

execution of the Pyrenean Treaty ; though they durst not

have spoken of it, but that they are sure the French cannot

recede from that of Nimegue. My Lord Portland has had an

interview with Mons. Boufflers, which looks as if a suspension

of arms were designed. The Pensioner of Holland has been

at the army with the King, and we hope has His Majesty's

resolution of what is really to be done at Ryswick, for it

seems time to be in earnest, and these Allies have played

the fool long enough for form's sake, if they design a peace
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at last; and too long, if they do not. The King ha
proved of a project of peace for England. His^Maj<
directions concerning the Principalitj of Orange, which
makes one article of it. we had < > n I \ the translating of, having
had it in French from the Pensioner of Holland. What
concerns King James is left firsl to the Dutch Embassy (who
give the French the treaty) to get as far as they can viva

that a secret article ma\ be formed afterwards. 1 Bend this

treaty by order of my Lord Ambassador to Mr. Secretary
Trumbull and to .Mr. Vernon, \\h<> will la\ n before Your
Excellencies of the lleueney. 'This letter ma\ possibly find

Your Lordship at Althorp, which must excuse my troubling
you with a particular copy of it.

"I dare trouble Your Lordship with no more foreign

news than that the Elector of Saxe is chosen King of Poland,
that the French have passed the Rhine, and that Barcelona
holds out." Copy. (X. 304.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Lexington.

1697, July 12. [N.S.] Hague.—" Here is the copy ol

our project of peace : 1 wish Your Lordship here to sign

it. I have told Mr. Sutton that we have done nothing at

Ryswick this week: in private Mons. Dyckvelt has given

in this project for us. We have had His Majesty's appro
bation of it, though I may venture to say to Your
Lordship I think the forming it a little irregular for neither

Privy Council digested it, nor Secretary of State formed or

drew it up. I am ordered to send it by this post into

England, and am not much in pain what they may say

against it there, provided there be nothing objected to it at

Delft. The exception in the seventh article, Us solummodo
locis, regards some forts in Hudson's Bay, which the French

took from us in time of peace, and which we retook since the

beginning of this war, and are at present possessors of ; tin-

rest is almost naturally a treaty of peace upon the foot ol

that of '67 with France; the great article of King James
by His Majesty's order left to be treated by our friends

first viva voce, lest we might ask in a tiling so delicate what

we might be obliged to retract from. The Pensioner oi

Holland has been with His Majesty, and has, I believe, his

instructions to what will be done in earnest in the great

affair, which must advance by much larger steps than it has

done or be quite broken off; but I think Frame will not

let it come to that." Copy. (X. 3»>2.)

Matthew Prior to William I'.i.atiiw w i

1697, July 12. [N.S.] Hague.—"! am commanded by

my Lords Ambassadors to desire you to aoquainl the King

that the Imperial Embassy was 'this afternoon with their

Excellencies, desiring to be informed if there were any -round

for the report of a meeting between the Earl oi Portland
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and the Marquis de Boufflers. They said that they thought

two persons of so considerable a character could not meet

upon a small occasion ; and added that this conjuncture

of time made them more than ordinarily curious to know
as much of the occasion and result of it as His Majesty could

be pleased to have communicated to them. This request

they made with great modesty and with all imaginable

respect to the King. This their Excellencies order me par-

ticularly to mention to you, and to desire you to represent

the thing so to His Majesty, as they may have his commands
in what manner they are to answer the Imperial Embassy
on that subject.'

1

Copy. (XVI. 46.)

H. May to Matthew Prior.

1697, July 3 [-13]. Dublin Castle.—" The Lord Justices

since their arrival here have issued two proclamations, one

for prohibiting the exportation of grain, which is become
so dear as to make the subsistence of the poor very uneasy

in some parts, which the next harvest does not promise a

total redress of without that timely help ; which has had
the good effect already to lower in some measure the price

of corn : the other was to notify the sitting of the Parliament

for the despatch of business [among other matters the con-

firmation of attainders and vesting of forfeitures in the King]

on the 27th inst.
" Capt. Lemel, commander of the Pontcharlrain of Dunkirk,

44 guns, brought some time since by the Medway frigate into

Kinsale, who with another officer of that ship was detained

there by direction from England in lieu of two English

prisoners at Dunkirk, whose names I have not heard, made;

his escape from Kinsale, and was taken three days ago

endeavouring to get a passage from this port to England.
'

' On the 25th past were set ashore near Dingle in the county

of Kerry, the master, chirurgeon, and ten men lately

belonging to the Mercury advice-boat of 4 guns, taken the

19th past ten leagues off Ushant by three privateers after she

had been in Brest harbour, where she took a fisher-boat,

whose people assured them there are fifteen three-decked ships

there ready to put to sea ; that the men were not on board,

but ready in the town."
'

' The two clerks in your office here having desired me to

recommend them to your favour, .... I must in justice

to them acquaint you that Mr. ' Padmer ' [Podmore], one

of them, has been in the office above thirty years, the other,

who is his nephew, has likewise served a considerable time,

and if you shall think fit to employ them, you will find them
very diligent in and capable of the business." (III. 45.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

1697, July 3 [-13]. Hague.—" By order of the Lords

Ambassadors I send you the enclosed project of the treaty
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in Latin, as (according bo His Majesty's coi and) it was
given to the I > 1 1 1

<
- 1 1 Embassy to be transmitted to the

French. You see in the 7th article, its solummodo, etc., the
clause which their Excellencies inserted with relation to our
forts in Hudson's Bay: the 10th article their Excellencies
added, the substance of it being usually inserted in treaties

of peaee, and the whole design "I ii « >nl \ to oblige each partj

to the strictest observance of all the resl .
thru Excellence

therefore do not think it worth troubling Hi Vfajestj with
any other wise than as you may be pleased t" do it

occasion may serve by waj of discourse. The 12th article

regarding Orange is translated from what m\ Lords Ambae
sadors received from the Pensioner in French. You see by
the enclosed journal how little has been done the two Las!

meetings at Ryswick, and how much we expect from th.it

to-day. The meeting of the Earl oi Portland with the

Marechal de Boufflers we think may contribute more to the

great business than many other meetings of our ministers

here. You have seen by the letter I did mysell the honour
to write to you last night how much the Imperialists desire

to know the effect of that meeting: and the world hen-

are upon the same strain: "tis the whole discourse in con-

ferences, assemblies and coffee-houses, and the leasl people

wall have from it is a cessation of arms.
" Their Excellencies have, according to His Majesty's com-

mands, visited Mons. Dankleman with the respect due to

an Ambassador: they have likewise (as the Imperial

ministers and all others have done) congratulated Mons.
Bosen. Ambassador from the Elector of Saxe, upon that

Prince's being chosen King of Poland." '"/'.'/• (X. 308

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1697, July 5 [-15]. Camp.- ' k

1 have received your let

of the 2nd and 3rd instant written by order of their Ex-

cellencies my Lords Ambassadors. In answer to the first,

relating to the interview and conference between the Earl

of Portland and the Marechal de Boufflers, and the inquiries

made by the Imperial Embassy, His .Majesty i> pleased to

say that their Excellencies have already received sufficient

informations and instructions in that matter, which ueed

no repetition at present.

"Upon the latter 1 have only to inform you that His

Majesty has been acquainted with my receipt of the project

of our treaty in Latin and additions made thereunto by their

Excellencies and with the visit made to Mons. Dankleman,

with which His Majesty is very well satisfied." Signed.

(III. 46.)

Matthew Prior to Sra William Tim mbtjll.

1697, July 6 [-16] Hague.
—" We did nothing on Saturday:

the French only told the Mediator that they intended to
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in their project with all the speed they could : they did not

think it could be done by Wednesday, but they would at least

endeavour it : thus, Sir, we shall go to Ryswick to-morrow,

but do very little there.
'

' We are as yet in the dark as to the substance of the

conference between the Earl of Portland and Mons de Boufflers.

The Germans are very uneasy about it, and I believe to-morrow
morning we may have at least an answer for their curiosity,

whether the right one or no, I dare not promise.
'

' I sent the project last post in such haste that I am con-

scious some slips may be made in it, which you will have
the goodness to pass by, and Mr. Ellis will take the care to

correct.
'

' Mr. Graham has given me your letter of the 20th June
from Easthampstead : the gentleman may be sure of all

the service I can do him, and brought a recommendation
with him, which shall always have the force of a mandate
to me." Copy. (X. 310.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

1697, July 9 [-19].
—" I am commanded by the Lords

Ambassadors to inform you that Mons. Botemar, Envoy
from Celle, hath acquainted them that, the Elector of Hanover
designing to give his Minister to the Congress the character

of Ambassador, he hoped that, as the King had already

protected that Prince in his title of Elector, so on this occasion

he would allow the usual honours to be paid to his Ambassador.
Their Excellencies take it for granted that they may do it,

except they have His Majesty's order to the contrary.
'

' Mr. Bosen has told their Excellencies that, as he is

persuaded that His Majesty would favour the election of his

Master to the Crown of Poland in general, so he would par-

ticularly in giving orders that John Bart might be hindered

from coming out, it being said that Bart designs to carry the

Prince of Conti northwards : their Excellencies already know
what care is taken to hinder Du Bart from coming out : yet

they think it proper to acquaint you with what Mr. Bosen
had said to them.*

" The French promise their project to-morrow, which was
all that was done on Wednesday at the Congress." Copy.

(XVI. 49.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

1697, July 9 [-19].
—"The Elector of Saxe's Ambassador

has informed their Excellencies the Lords Ambassadors of

England that he hopes His Majesty will favour his Master's

interest as it relates to Poland, and in hindering Du Bart

from coming out of Dunkirk, who, as it is reported, is to

carry the Prince of Conti northwards. Their Excellencies

have ordered me to write to Mr. Blathwayt what this minister

* Cf- Luitrell, Briij Historical Relation, iv. 251, 254.
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has desired, though fox reasons more material the squadron
to observe l)u Barl was ordered <>nt before

"Mr. Kllis has sent the papers relating to America. I

have Laid [them] before their Excellencies, though as far as

I can find we have omitted nothing relating i<> our colonies

in the project .I sent you. As to what regard* St. Christopher's

these papers refer to what has been < 1< >r h there since 'In-

beginning of this war, and care is taken of all thai in the

7th article. The African Company mentions damages before

the war: this is rectified by the ith article, and the places

which they mention to have been taken since the war are

likewise comprehended in the 7th article. What thej add,

that the French should not traffic into the rivers <>l Gambia,
Nunez, Sereiion, etc., is referable to the trcat\ of commerce
hereafter to be settled.

"The business of Newfoundland will likewise be Bettled,

by the 7th article. This is only my own private opinion,

and not by order from my Masters.

"Their Excellencies are now at a conference with the

Imperialists to tell them the substance of the conferent es

which the Earl of Portland has had with the Marshal de

Boufflers : the substance of which is held here as the greatest

secret imaginable. It was that whereas the King of France

has said he was ready to make a peace, and that the King
obstructed it, His Majesty thought himself obliged to let all

the world know that he was ready and willing to agree a

peace, provided it was reasonable and honourable, and that

he first chose to let the French King know his opinion to be

such, adding that he did not think it proper that the Allies

should let a negotiation continue which could not but be

prejudicial to them, except the King of France did in earnest

desire the conclusion of it. Mons. Boufflers' answer in the

second conference was that he had express order from the

King his Master to assure His Majesty that his design- for a

peace were real, and that he had given his Ambassadors orders

by which the Allies should see that they acted accordingly.

I hope we may see the good effect of these promises, and

thought it my duty to give you the best account of this affair

that 1 could, though as yet I know it but imperfectly.
" I gave our project of peace by order of their Excellencies

to Mr. Lilienroot yesterday." Copy. (X. 312.)

The Earl of Galway to Matthkw Prior.

1697, July 10 [-20]. Dublin Castle.—Explaining \\U\ he

has reduced certain dues payable by officers in the army

at the Secretary's Office. French. Signed. (III. 18.)

William Blathwayt to Matthkw Prior.

1697, July 12 [-22]. Camp.—" Their Ambassadors are to

represent to Mons. Bosen that His Majesty, being ceadj to



140

do all things that may tend to His Highness the Elector of

Saxony's quiet possession of the crown of Poland, has given

orders to the English and Dutch squadrons before Dunkirk

to hinder as much as in them lies the coming out of John

Bart or his carrying the Prince of Conti to those parts, ac-

cording to Mons:
. Bosen's desires." Signed. (III. 49.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1697, July 22. [N.S.] Cockleberg.—" Their Excellencies

had an account by an express that went away this morning

of yesterday's interview between my Lord Portland and

Boufflers. These conferences are only in aid of yours at The

Hague and RysAvick, and tending only to quicken the treaty

or shorten the Congress. The Separate Article between us

and the French you will find to be the chief occasion of demurs

on both sides.
'

' I desired you this morning to send me as soon as possible

in Dutch or French the treaty of Breda between us and the

Dutch." (III. 53.)

J[ohn] Ellis to Matthew Prior.

1697, July 13 [-23]. Whitehall.
—" I send you herewith,

by Mr. Secretary's direction, a copy of a memorial newly sent

him from the Council of Trade, relating to the sufferings of

the Hudson's Bay Company by the French for several years

past ; and the Council say they now expect only some answer

from the agents of Barbadoes to finish all they have to offer

upon the subject of the alterations which have happened

in the King's American Dominions by the French since the

Treaty of Breda : so that now you see land in this business,

for I " think nothing material has been done in Barbadoes.

This way of memorials, as they are called, is tedious, and will

make you a great [deal] of picking work, which I would have

had done to your hand by a short historical account of the

matters and accidents ; but some people had a mind to have

a maypole, and so you have a long one." (III. 50.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1697, July 25. [N.S.] Cockleberg.—" I acknowledge the

favour of the 24th inst. with the enclosed. I shall give you

my deliberate thoughts upon the whole by the next post
;

but I may now tell you there is more to be said and done

upon the subject-matter by Mr. Hatley's good leave.
'

' What the Council of Trade have sent you further about

the West Indies is but ' wishewashes ' and nothing to your

purpose. I like the news of Pointi[s] and Carthagena very well,

since he is kept so long in those parts." (III. 56.)
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W'.m.kam. I'kinck i.i: NASSAU t<> WlLI.IWl III.

1697, July i'.".. [N.S.] An Camp de Nevel. " Aprenanl
que negotiations de La Paix commencenl a prendre leur train.
je prie srostre Majesty de me permettre que je la \rienne tr£e
humblement suplier de faire la grasce a ma branche de
Nassau-Saarbruck de leur accorder one lestre de resoom
mendation a sea ambassadeurs, el a ceus d( E fcaj G6n6raux,
pour le traicte de la Paix, affin que le depute de ma m
les puisse presenter luy mesme aus susdits ambassadeurs
et les informer en mesme temps de qos justes pretentions
sur la restitution de la pretendue reunion de la Cnambre de
Metz. Vostre Majeste* scail que nous y Bommes considerable
ment interessez, ce sera un surcroil de grasce que moy <-t

mes parents tascheront de s'en rendre dignes par leurs aer
visces et submissions tres 1 1 n in 1 >U-s. (III. 57.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.
1697. duly 27. [N.S.] Hague.—" We have as yei q

comment upon the French project, though I believe the
Imperialists will furnish us with one to-day. They acquainted
the Mediator on Wednesday with the method in which they
resolved to answer the French, which was that they would
receive or make their exceptions againsl every article a- n

lay; and on the other side the Mediator told them that he
had used his best endeavours to prevent the French from
setting a time lor the agreeing to or rejecting this project,

after which time they would not look upon themselve
obliged to stand by it, or to perform the contents of it : he
added that he thought he hardly could prevail with the
French longer than Saturday (this day), to defer proposing
such a time. The Mediator told our Embassy that though
they were not immediately concerned in the project, he

thought himself obliged to communicate the substance of it

to them and desired to have their opinion upon it. This j s

the state of our Congress affairs here: 1 wish your conferences
in Flanders may be easier and more conducing to the greal

end we propose.

'You judge most truly of the worth of those papers re-

lating to the West Indies which the Council <>( Trade has

sent us; however, having laid them before the Lords
Ambassadors, liberavi animam iiumu." >py. (X. .*>17.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1697, July 19—29. Camp. " His Majesty having received

the enclosed letter from the Prince of Nassau Sarbroug
[Saarbrtick] praying his protection and care of his interests

at the treaty of peace, His Majesty i- pleased to order their

Excellencies to favour the Prince of Sarbroug's pretensions

as far as they may he able, in such manner and to the .•fleet

the agent of that prince at The Hague -hall desire.

Enclosure supra. (III. 51.}
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Matthew Prior to the Earl of Galway.

1697, July 20 [—30]. Hague.—To much the same effect as

the letter to the Marquis of Winchester which follows.

French. Copy. (X. 323.)

Matthew Prior to the Marquis of Winchester.

1697, July 21 [-31]. Hague.—" The French have at last

given in their project to the Allies : it is upon the foot of

that of Nimegue, and the House of Lorraine obtains no
better conditions than that peace allows them, except the

Emperor will consent to an equivalent for Strasbourg, for

which France offers Brisac, Fribourg and Philipsbourg, with
Huningue to be demolished. Your Lordship sees that the

Emperor is pressed upon this equivalent ; for in taking

Strasbourg he must abate of what he has hitherto pretended
for his nephew ; and in taking the equivalent he will venture

as well the resentments of the Princes of the Empire as the

safety of the Circles of Franconia and Suabia.
" The Germans are no way satisfied with the project :

they intend to give in their answer to it so as to consent to

or make their exceptions against every article in its order.

This, my Lord, is the state of our negotiation at Ryswick.
"As to what regards His Majesty's affairs in particular,

my Lord Portland has had four conferences thereupon with
the Marshal de Boufflers ; and I have reason to think they
advance in adjusting them. His Majesty with the greatest

wisdom and calmness has let the French plainly understand
that he will have peace or war, and does not think it expedient

to protract a negotiation here which can be no way ad-

vantageous to his affairs or those of the Allies in general ;

and I believe this declaration will do more towards the procur-

ing a speedy peace than all the factums and musty papers

which can be given in to and transmitted by the Mediator
here.

" It is with pleasure that I see His Majesty's affairs under
Your Lordship's conduct in so fair a train in Ireland ; but
with equal regret at the same time, that I reflect I cannot

yet be there, where my duty to Your Lordship does so par-

ticularly oblige me to be. In the favour of a letter I have
had from my Lord Galway, His Lordship informs me that he
has (with Your Lordship's joint consent, I presume) re-

trenched and regulated some of the fees which have hitherto

belonged to the secretary. I take the boldness to assure

Your Lordship (as I have done my Lord Galway) that, as I

am, I hope, the man in the world who would not encourage

extortion or injustice, so I entirely submit to any regulation

which Your Lordships think proper to be made, and that I

wish nothing so much as to have been on the place, that the

gentlemen of the army (for it is in that part of the list that

the regulation is made) might see that 1 very willingly de-

clined the reception of any fees or perquisites which might
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give any occasion of grievance from their being received,
and that I mighl have made thai my act, whirl, with all

imaginable respect I acquiesce m as yom command " Cow/
(X. 319.)

Matthew Prior to [Aktiii a] Padmorb.

1697, July 21 [-31J. Eague. Assuring him thai be will be
retained at his present post in the Secretary's Office al

Dublin. Copy.

A similar letter to [Joshua] Dawson, of the same date
(X. 321-2.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1697, July 31. [N.S.]. Cockleberg.—" We reckon upon
Saturday next for the day of our setting out, when we -hall

get to Breda the same night, and expect to have the Pensioner
with us on Sunday.
"You have an account how the French are changing their

camps, which is only the more to engross the forage.

"I shall be very glad to serve their Excellencies in any
thing that may further relate to the plantations, but it is

not easy to know what they would be at by their enquiries,
which are too general." (III. 59.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

1697, July 21 [-31]. Hague.—" I laid the Prince of

Nassau Sarburg's letter before their Excellencies.

"Your private congress in Flanders has alarmed the
Imperialists here more than another rebellion in Bungary
could do their Master. They were yesterday with the
English Embassy, desiring to know the result of my Lord
Portland's last conference: my Masters told them it was
about the King's affairs in particular, that they were in a fair

way, and that His Majesty desired the Allies to think in

earnest of bringing the business to a conclusion, which I

think it is very evident our Imperialists never meant to do,

whatever their articulation way of answering may pretend
to. In this very methodical way they are not yet ready,

nor have done any more towards answering the French project

than murmuring against it. This is the reason. Sir, why I send
you no journal of what is done at Ryswick : for except you
would know that Baron Schonbourn's powers were presented

by Mons. Lillieroot, delivered to Mons. Caunitz and read by
Mons. Norff, there is nothing worth your being troubled

with.

"The French have named the last of August to the

Mediator as the time in which the Allies should resolve to

come to some fixed resolution about the project
;

the

Imperialists have prevailed with the Mediator not to declare

it to them (at least as yet) publicly, and so plead ignorance
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as to any such nomination being fixed. My Masters are

going to Ryswick, where we shall hear how these matters

go on. It is with the greatest comfort imaginable that we
hear His Majesty's affairs are so well terminated." Copy.

(X. 325.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

1697, August 2. [N.S.] Hague.—"His Majesty leaves

the army to-morrow, and will be at night at Breda. The
Pensioner and my Lord Villiers meet His Majesty there. My
Lord Portland, I have privately heard, will be here in a day
or two. All this and the conferences the English and Dutch
Ministry have had together (of which the enclosed give you
an account) seems to say the Imperialists must be persuaded

to their own interest and consent with a kind of actio mixta,

as the Schools call it, quae nee voluntaria nee eoacta. I do

not yet know in what estate things are left in Flanders ; I

believe there is no truce formally agreed on, and yet a kind

of tacit consent that things should remain as we call it in

statu quo. This is but my own private conjecture ; but I

think everybody agrees that His Majesty's quitting the

army now does as plainly denunciate a peace, as his going

to the field at other times used to speak the continuance of

war." Copy. (X. 329.)

H. May to Matthew Prior.

1(597, July 24 [-August 3]. Dublin Cattle.—" This day
the Lords Justices received from thence [England] three

[bills] : for prohibiting Protest ants from intermarrying with

Papists ; for enabling the subject for distraining corn or hay

for rent ; and for suppressing friaries, etc. ; with three

private bills, which come very opportunely to employ the

Parliament." (III. 54.)

J[oshua] Dawson to Matthew Prior.

1697, July 24 [-August 3]. Dublin Castle.
—" The military

orders and commissions are the chief branch of the profits

of your office, and Lord Galway has so reduced them that

your yearly advantage will be far short of what other

secretaries have usually enjoyed, as you will easily judge by
the enclosed copy of the fees relating to the army formerly

taken and now appointed. I presume this was occasioned

by my Lord's having a mind to oblige the army, but I am
sony he could not think of some other way of doing it than

at the expense of your office. We satisfied His Lordship

by the books that the fees we take was what has been

accustomed for above thirty years past, even when the Chief

Secretary was allowed 5001. per annum by the King, which

has for some years been discontinued. But all to no purpose
;

our arguments were not of force enough to prevail with His
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Lordship to forbear this act <»t' grace t" the army 'ill pour
arrival, which lias obliged m<' to lay this matter before you
for your taking Buoh measures therein as Bhall l><- thought
fit. If His Lordship could be influenced to Buffer the former
fees to be taken till you come over, I am confidenl your
presence would readily remove .ill obstructions and put

matters into their former method."
Enclosing tabh of fees, showing l In reductions w<i<\< in/ Lord

Galira//.

Enclosure.

A List of the Military Fees in the Chief Secretary's Office

and reduced by the Earl of Galway :

—

Ancient f( i Reduced t<>

For a licence of absence to

an officer of the army in

the Kingdom OZ. 13s. 6d. . . <>/. 10*. Od.

To an officer out of the

Kingdom 1/. 6s. <>,/. .. <i/. 15s. Od.

To a non - commissioned
officer in the Kingdom . . 01. 7s. Qd. . .

<>/. 2s. 0d.

To a non - commissioned
officer out of the Kingdom 01. 13s. 6d. .. 01. 5s. Od.

For a licence to sue any
officer of the army or at-

tending the State .. .. 07. 13s. Qd. . . <>/. 5s. <>,/.

Fees of Commissions signed in England and taken by the

Chief Secretary in Ireland :

—

Horse and Dragoons. Ancient Fees. Reduced t<>

Colonel 61. 5s. Od. .. 21. 12s. ",/.

Lieutenant-Colonel .. 51. 15s. Od, . . 21. 0s. <»,/.

Major 4Z. 15s. Od. .. 21. 0s. Od.

Captain 31. 2s. Qd. . . U. 10s. Od.

Cornet 11. 12s. U. .. 0/. L0*. Od.

Staff Officers each .. .. U, 12s. U. .. 01. 10s. Od.

Foot Field Officers or Horse. Old Fees. tleduced to

Captain 21. 6s. Od. .. U. 0s. Od.

Lieutenant 11. 15s. Od .. 0/. Ids. <>,/.

Ensign \l. 2s. 6d. .. 01. Is. Qd.

Staff Officers each .. .. 1/. 2s. 6d. .. 01. Is. 6d.

(III. 55.)

The Lords Ambassadors to W'iu.iam III.

1697, August 10. [N.S.] Hague.—" The [mperial Emb
represented to us in a conference on Thursday thai Your

Majesty having done them the honour t<> acquaint them

by the Earl of Portland of what had passed between Hi-

Lordship and the Marechal de Boufllers. His Lordship had

intimated to them that Your Majesty would give way t-> the

accepting an equivalent for Luxembourg. They laid down

in a long discourse and with great earnestness that the < "ii-

sequence of such an equivalent would be the exposing the

1U
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Electors and Princes of the Rhine to all the inconveniences

of a war whenever France should see occasion, and that it

would tend to no less than the utter ruin of the Empire, and
particularly of the Emperor ; that Luxembourg is of the

patrimony of the House of Austria and a fief of the Empire,
and therefore cannot be alienated by the King of Spain
without the consent of the Emperor, which His Imperial

Majesty was so far from giving that he would never consent

to sign a peace without the restitution of that place : they

used many other arguments to this purpose, and added that

they had always understood that His Majesty was of the

opinion that Luxembourg should not upon any consideration

whatever be left in the hands of the French, and that

therefore they were the more surprised at this change now."
Enclosing :—Memorial of a Deputation from the Empire on
the same subject. Copy. (XVI. 64-5.)

J[ohn] Ellis to Matthew Prior.

1697, August 3 [-13]. Whitehall.—" I have the favour

of yours of 6th instant N.S. to acknowledge ; and though
all of yours are very valuable, yet this is most of all, it

bringing such assurances of peace, the most acceptable thing

in the world ; and yet, as good as it is, it will do me a damage
by depriving me of the benefit of your agreeable corres-

pondence, for when you are in your kingdom of Ireland, the

current of your correspondence will run in another channel,

and we must expect but the pleasure of a few drops of it.

You will have little occasion for Memoirs relating to your
business there beside those your office will furnish you with

;

only it will be necessary that you acquaint yourself with the

laws and statutes of the kingdom. One of your disposition,

temper and experience will find nothing difficult there ; what
that people chiefly expect in a person in your post being

what you will naturally practise, affability, justice and
despatch. This Triple Alliance will secure you against all

enemies, or rather prevent any from being so." (III. 61.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

1697, August 16. [N.S.] Hague.—"I send you by order

of my Lords Ambassadors the remarks which those of France

have made upon our project and the answer which their

Excellencies returned yesterday thereupon : their Excellencies

desire you would be pleased to lay these papers before His

Majesty, and to inform him that the French propose the

having a treaty of neutrality in America according to that

made by the late King James in 1686."

"As to what they advance in their 7th article concerning

the possession and propriety which they pretend to have had
in Hudson's Bay, their Excellencies desire you would give

them what light you can in that affair, and if the matter

of fact be true as they represent it, for the informations we
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have had on that subject from Whitehall are very imperfect,
nothing being mentioned in them concerning Hudson e Bay
beyond the year 1682: their Excellencies desire you would
let them know His Majesty's pleasure, how they Bhould aol

upon these two points.

''As to the late King James 1

Queen, the French desire

to have an account of her contracl of m uh.it grants
or Acts of Parliament were made in her favour, and would
have such grants and acts confirmed in this treaty. Their
Excellencies think it was not sate to make any other answer
than that which they have dour, [f His Majesty thinks
it convenient to have any thing further or more particularly

answered on this point, you will please to let them know
it." Copy. (XVI. 68.)

Matthew Prior to the Marquis of Winch ks if. k.

1697, August 6 [-16]. Hague.—" In my last I did myself

the honour to tell Your Lordship that our Germans were
alarmed lest an equivalent be accepted for Strasbourg : they
are so at present and with more reason about Luxembourg
for which Menin, Maubeuge, Conde, and Ypres are proposed

;

some add Tournay, but I think this last is rather what i>

wished than really expected. The Imperial ministers and
those of the four Rhenish Electors are fired about this thing,

and we have whole quires of remonstrances, that the Duchy
of Luxemburg is inalienable from the Empire, and that the

equivalent tends to nothing less than the ruin of these Princes
;

but His Majesty is, I think, of another opinion. The
Elector of Bavaria and the States have reason to be so too

;

and in all probability the equivalent, which covers Ghent,

Brussels and indeed all the Low Countries, and gives a double

barrier to these Provinces will be preferred to a great town

which asks near ten thousand men to garrison it, which the

Spaniards cannot furnish, and the different Primes round it

would never consent, who should or in what manner supply

that defect.
" As to our affairs the French have agreed to most of the

articles in the project, and given in their answer to the rest.

My Lords Ambassadors have returned their opinion upon
this answer, and sent to know His Majesty's pleasure in a

point or two of the greatest consequence, Buch as their title

to Hudson's Bay, and what the late cling James 1 Queen
asks for her dowry." Copy. (X. 331-3.)

Matthew Prior to the Kaki. of Cvi.w ly.

1697, August 6 [-16.] Hague. Repeating the above on

and adding that the King is at Loo and the Osar of Muscovy

at Nimegue : both are expected at The Hague in a few days,

entertainment there being less costly than at Loo. F>

Copy. (X. 330.)
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Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

1697, August 6 [-16]. Hague.
—" Their Excellencies desire

explication first as to the point of Hudson's Bay Fort, if the

matter of fact which they advance be true, or what objection

we are to make to it. The Memoirs we have relating to

Hudson's Bay go no higher than '82
: in this we must beg

the Company to be very exact.
'

' Secondly, their Excellencies desire you to take notice

of what the French would have relating to the settlements

made to the late King James' Queen ; their Excellencies

therefore would ask a copy of her contract of marriage, and
of what grants she is possessed, and how Acts of Parliament
stand as to her pretensions. Of this I have had some
papers from Mr. Ellis, but neither the contract or Acts. I

wish we could be full and clear in this point, though I hope
the subject of it will terminate in nothing further than a
civil answer." Copy. (X. 335.)

Sir William Trumbull to William Blathwayt.
1697, August 6 [-16]. Whitehall.—Having heard that ap-

plication is designed to be made to the Czar, when he comes
into the Low Countries, for the restitution to His Majesty's

subjects of the trading privileges which they enjoyed in

Charles I.'s time, he has desired the Council of Trade and
the Company of Russia Merchants to furnish him with in-

formation on the subject, and the latter have promised to

transmit a copy of their charters. They wish further to have
liberty to import tobacco into Russia, paying a small duty
thereon, for they find that

'

' some Dutchmen have obtained

a privilege of carrying tobacco into Muscovy for one year

duty free ;

'

' and they believe that they would have a good
share in the trade if admitted to it, since

'

' our tobacco is

much better than any the Dutch have, unless they buy it from
us." Copy. (XVII., No. 30.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1697, August 19. [N.S.] Loo.—I have "acquainted His
Majesty with the proposal made by the French for a neutrality

in America, whereupon I send their Excellencies here enclosed

the signification of His Majesty's pleasure by way of

apostille in the margin of the said answer.
'

' His Majesty does not think a neutrality in America
convenient for us, but, as the referring the consideration of

such a treaty to commissioners may induce the French to give

their concurrence in other things that may be desired by us,

is pleased to agree to such a proposal."

Postscript.—" It is easy to suppose the French will be able

to make a reply to the assertions in my paper concerning

our right to Hudson's Bay, as they have done heretofore

when those matters were in agitation during the late reigns."

(III. 68.)
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Traders and Inhabitants of Virginia \m> Maryland
to Willi \\i I'.i.m iiw as i .

1697, August 10 [-20], London. Requesting In assistance
in the furtherance of the objects mentioned m their enolosed
petition to the King, since they knovi bim to be "a patron
of Virginia and Maryland '"

;
pointing ouj^ tin- advantages

of the proposed trade, and expn fear thai the
privilege granted for one year t" a Dutchman maj be

''improved'" into a monopoly. Six signatures.

Enclosing :
—Petition from the same to tin- Bang l> use his

influence with the Czar in procure the removal "i the pro
hibition of the importation of tobacco into his Empire. Fxfty-

five signatures. (XVII., No. :u.)

The Commissioners of Trade and Plantations '<> the

Lords Justicl-

1697, August 10 [-20]. Whitehall.—'
- We have endeavoured

to procure authentic copies or extracts <>l the several grants
of privileges made by the successive Emperors oi Russia to

the Company of English .Merchants trading thither. Bui

having been delayed therein for some days by those from
whom we expected them, and only answered thai the date,

or confirmations of those grants have been in the years 1556,

1564, 1569, 1572, 1586, 1599, L621, L626 and L628, we crave

leave in the meanwhile, because of the pressing occasion

that we conceive there may be for despatch in tin- matter,

to annex hereunto the copies of two of the said grants made
by the Emperors John Basiliwitz and Teodon Juanowitz,

which we rind printed in Hackluyt's Voyages as passed in

the years 1569 and 1586.

"We have also endeavoured to procure a sighl of the

instructions given to the Earl of Carlisle, when he was senl

Ambassador into Muscovy by King Charles II. in the year
1663 but have not yet been able to procure it.

"Nevertheless, upon such information as we have been

able by other mean- to obtain. we n<>\\ humbly represenl

.... that the privileges thus granted consisted <>l three

principal heads, viz. :

—

"Liberty to come with their ships and vessels to any

port of that Empire, from a _ie.it part whereof all other

strangers were totally excluded.

"Liberty to trade within all that Empire inward- and
outwards, by wholesale or retail, in what manner they

pleased, without paying any manner of customs, tolls, or

duties whatsoever, and even wit limit anj manner ol searoh

or examination <>i then- goods; excepl only that the finer

sorts were to be brought to anil firsl opened in the Emperor's

Treasury, thai he mighl have the choice of what should be

thought proper for hi use and service.

"Liberty to travel in and through that whole Empire,

and to reside in what places they though! lit and thei
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hire houses, with exemption from taxes, and entertain Russ

servants according to their occasions.
'

' Liberty to carry their commodities through the Russian

territories into Persia and other places, and bring back their

merchandise from thence through Russia to be shipped for

England without paying any custom, or being liable to any

manner of search either backwards or forwards.

"Several privileges in points of judicature; and the

judgments in controversies between the English and Russes

reserved to the Council in Moscow ; or if an Englishman

by that Council should be found guilty of having injured

any Russ, or of other gross fault deserving the Emperor's

displeasure, the cause then to be reported to the Emperor

himself and by him determined.
'

' These with many other privileges peculiar to the English

were continued till, upon occasion of the Rebellion against

King Charles I., they were taken away by the Emperor then

reigning : and since that time the English have continued

to trade into that country under no better conditions than

other foreigners, being forbidden so much as to go up to

Moscow without particular license ; forbidden to keep Russ

servants ; obliged to pay a custom of 4 or 5 per cent, for all

their commodities ; and subjected to many other incon-

veniences.
" Upon which state of those affairs we humbly offer to Your

Excellencies our opinion that what seems unto us most

reasonable to be proposed in this present occasion is a general

restitution of all those former privileges without entering

into the debate of so many particular heads. But if that

cannot be so fully obtained, what we esteem of next im-

portance is an exemption for Englishmen from customs
;

liberty to travel to and to reside and trade in what places they

think fit ; as also to transport their goods to and from Persia

and other places custom free through the Russian Empire.

But if tins also should be refused, then a diminution of customs

by reducing them to one half or one third part would, how-

ever, be some advantage. And upon refusal of that also,

if it should so happen, and that no manner of privilege can be

obtained for the English above other strangers, an assurance,

however, that in times to come no strangers shaU ever be

preferred before them, but that they shall be entitled to

whatsoever privileges may at any time hereafter be granted

to others, is fit to be desired."

Permission to import tobacco is very important, owing to

" the extent of those territories, the number of the people,

and their passionate love of tobacco .... And this pro-

position .... may not at this time be altogether un-

reasonable. First, because we are informed that such a

permission has been lately granted there to one Thomas
Fathomrecht for the importation of tobacco during one year ;

which seems to us to argue that there is already some
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allowance for the use of it. And in the nexl place we believe

the ministers of that Emperor may be made Bensible of tin-

great usefulness of toharro to soldiers in the fatigues and
hardships of war, especially in a cold country, which may
be an inducement to them to advise the allowance of it

;
and

to incline them the more thereunto, we humbly conceive
it also not improper to suggest to them thegreat advancement
to be made in that Emperor's revenue by the duties that may
be laid upon that commodity, which the merchants in such
will gladly submit unto." In case the former privileges

should be refused, this last request should be strongly insisted

on "as some sort of equivalent."
" If this permission can be obtained, though even under a

higher custom than is now laid upon other goods, we humbly
conceive it will tend more to the advantage of ili- Majesty

and of England than an entire exemption in that country
from all other customs whatsoever."" Signed. J. Bridge-

water; Tankerville ; John Pollexfen ; John Locke ; Abr. Hill.

Enclosed are the copies of the Charters mentioned. [The

reference to Hakluyt is (ed. 1809) Vol. I. p. 424, and p. 530.]

(XVII. No. 33.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

1697, August 23. [N.S.] Hague.—" Our affairs are svsr le

tapis : you will see the state of them by the enclosed papers,

and this copy of a letter which I have just now written to

Mr. Blathwayt may serve for a key to them. The deduction

of His Majesty's rights to Hudson's Bay 1 had from him :

it is very full and continued from the finding out those pan-
to the present time : the latter part of the Letter is, you

in answer only to Mr. Blathwayt 's private opinion to the

clause in the 7th article, which stands now, -excepting such

places as belong to His Majesty of droit Britain ; and which
Mr. Blathwayt thinks might have been, in 'possession of His

Majesty. In a day or two we shall, I suppose, hear what

answer the French will give us, or what exception- they will

produce to what we offer.

" The Congress journal is not worth sending t.> you. Mons.

Boreel died on Wednesday night, but the Pensioner sup-

plying his place at Ryswick, and tin- negotiations being so far

advanced, his death will most affect bis own private family,

whom he has not left, 1 think, in .< d circumstances.

The ministers meet every day, that is, Buch ol them a- have

husiness, and the usual general >n Wednesdays and

Saturdays continue.

"The Imperialists will not yet be moved, but necessity is

more powerful than then- cone itution.

"You will hear by your letters immediately from

Majesty that he is still at Loo : we expect him here the

week. If the Czar pleases to honour us with a visit, 11.-
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Majesty will likewise come for a day or two, and I hope he
will not be further from us than Loo till the great business

is perfected." Copy. (X. 336.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

1697, August 23. [N.S.] Hague.—Their Excellencies have
acted conformably to His Majesty's orders, and have laid

the enclosed papers before the Pensioner.
'

' No. 1 is a Memoir for him in particular, that according
to it he may act for us in what relates to the French Pro-
testants. The reason why we only desire a promise that such
of these people who are under His Majesty's protection may
have liberty is because the French make no farther mention
of the Irish ; which if they should do, it would be time enough
then to act in it by way of treaty.

"No. 2 is an article so worded as to give His Majesty's
subjects right to whatever they can legally pretend, but will

on the other side give no sort of handle to the Irish to demand
any reversion of attainders or anything contrary to law.

;
' No. 3 contains the pretensions of the French upon

Hudson's Bay.

"No. 4 is the deduction of His Majesty's right to it,

translated from the paper you were pleased to send me, till

the beginning of the present war, which their Excellencies

return as an answer to No. 3. As to your remark upon the

clause in the 7th article, except such places as belong to His
Majesty of Great Britain, their Excellencies are of opinion
that it should rather stand so than in possession of, since,

if the article had been made in general terms, as it would not
have been safe, the French having squadrons out, so it would
have been against His Majesty's order of settling things as

at the beginning of the war ; and if this exception were made
particular for Hudson's Bay, it is not likely the French
would have granted it : besides, their Excellencies think there

was no ground to ask the thing at all but upon supposition
of a preceding right, which the words belonging to denote.

' Their Excellencies did likewise give the Pensioner yes-

terday a memorial of Duke Schomburg's [sic] losses and
pretensions, and another of the Duchess of Hamilton's titles

to the Duchy of Chastel-Herault, and Sir William Douglas'
claim to some lands in France.

' The French have not since mentioned a treaty of

neutrality or commerce : till they do, their Excellencies

do not think fit to begin to start either."

Postscript.—"Your query upon the 5th article on the

word usages to be added is obviated by the Latin, per

sollennes tractatus et vetustam consuetudinem.'" Copy. (XVI.
74-6.)

[1697, August.]—Memoirs mentioned in the preceding letter.

French. Copies. (XVI. 349-353.)
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M \iriii:\v Pbiob to James ( Ibessbi

1697, August li
|

24]. Eague. " I own il ime that

I have not written to you, but so rioioufi our nature is that

we transgress mosl where we presume we maj !••

pardoned. Mr. Swinfurt lias been constant, which may
likewise help t<> atone my negligence; and so much for

apology.
'The great business goes on a - fa I as your unwieldy

corps Oermanique will lei it. They are all \rery angry, but

they know not why: the [mperialista are exclaiming against

an equivalent for Luxemburg, whilst in their hearts they
wish one for Strasbourg and talk as high here as it Charles I*
lived at Vienna, whilst my Lord Lexington writes me word
from thence that they have neither money nor credit : but

compellantur ut veniani will be found as true now as it wa-
in the times of the Apostles, and they must growl on till the

day they sign the peace. Our Branden burners are very

troublesome because France does not treat with them in

particular, and though we never opposed it. they lay the

blame on us: they dislike the peace in general, which is

the reason that they appear so angry against this particular

circumstance of it, and subsidies and quotas are too good

things to be left off all of a sudden without regret.

" The Spaniards and French are every day in conference :

their business is very well advanced. 1 hear no more of any
equivalent [that

|
will be preferred to Luxemburg. The Spanish

Ambassadors here dare not consent to it before the Elector

of Bavaria does, and the Elector would not take it upon

himself though he desires it passionately."

Our own affairs are, God be thanked, sur /< tapis, and though
the great point was adjusted at the army there is work enough
in them. "The French have insisted upon an article tor

Queen Marie's dowry, which in other words is for King

James a pension: but nothing of this will be granted, and

I hope in few day- we shall have adjusted our points, except

those which, relating to marchandises, will be referable to a

treaty of commerce hereafter if the French ask the setting

such a treaty on foot.
" Mr. Hill is with us. .Mr. Stepney is going for England,

and 1 hope it will not be long before 1 think of Ireland."

Copy. (X. 339.)

Negotiations with llr--i\.

L697, August 26. [N.S.] Dieren.—Instructions to Pem-

broke, Villiers, Lexington and Williamson to welcome the

Czar or his Ambassadors on their arrival at The Hague, and

to endeavour to procure for the King's subjects such privileges

as they formerly enjoyed, and Buch further privileges as they

now desire ; assuring the Czar of the King's -inn friendship

* I.e., Charles I. oi Spain, the Bmp< l \
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and his desire for mutual benefits of trade between their

subjects. Sign Manual. Signet. (XVII. No. 35.)

Matthew Prior to [William] Aglionby.

1697. August 17 [-27]. Hague.
—"I should much sooner

have answered yours of the 3rd if it were not for much
business and sore eyes. Our own affair is sur le tapis. I

have this afternoon transmitted our secret article : it is

strong enough to confound our Jacobites. I think I had

best turn it into verse and send it to Mr. Dryden, for I would

fain have him enough of our side to write a panegyric upon

the King, in answer to Dr. Blackmore's satire.
'

' We are every day at it at Ryswick, either Imperialists

or Spaniards. The former are as stiff as ever, and will only

come to because they must ; the latter will take an equivalent

for Luxemburg, and are at last so bent upon the peace that

they stick at nothing but some dependencies and villages ;

and that I think is only to seem to have something to do

till the other part of the Augustissima Casa let us know what

they would be at.
'

' I have letters from Ireland that only tell me one of my
Masters is married and the other rules like Titus with great

virtue and without a Berenice. Your reflection upon their

speech is too severe ; men of their quality are not obliged

to be wits, and people have not chosen kings for being so

since the reign of Fleckno.
'

' I wish the third of my Masters were in his dominions,

and so does he too. Most wise governors are of opinion

things go best when they are present : the Czar perhaps

may be of another mind/ The Master I mentioned is very

much your servant.
" Pray tell Mr. Toilet of your office that I have forwarded

his letter to Mr. Howard ; and throw away a line or two

upon me at your leisure, to inform me how the great affairs

go of politics and poetry." Copy. (X. 341.)

The Earl of Galway to Matthew Prior.

1697, August 19 [-29]. Au Chateau de Dublin.—" Mettant

a part l'interet public, je me rejouis de l'approche de la paix

par le plaisir qu'elle nous fait esperer de vous voir bientot

icy. Nous y aurions deja bien besoin de vous, pour nous

aider a surmonter les petits embarras, qui ne laissent pas

de traverser, quelquefois, le cours des affaires qui sont dans

le meilleur train. Mais quoy qu'il en soit, nous n'avons pas

lieu de nous plaindre. Les 150,000 pieces accordees au Roy.

acquitteront toutes les dettes. L'on travaille a en etablir

les fonds, et nous avons tout lieu d' esperer que les affaires

continueront a avoir le succes que nous pouvons desirer.

Hatez-vous le plus que vous pourrez, de venir travailler avec

nous, puis qu'apparemment vous n'aurez plus guered' occu-

pation ou vous etes. Ce sera pour moi une satisfaction

particuliere." Signed. (III. 66.)
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St. GtSoroe [Ashe, Bishop of] Cloghbb, to Mwihkw
Pbii

L697, Augusl i Dublin. " I am infinitely obliged
to yon for your favour in recommending my brother to be
my Lord vUliere

1

chaplain, and shall endeavour by all the
m able to express my gratitude bothjfco you and His

Uency. All that 1 lien- converse with have the
opinion of my Lord's a _ r it \- which
so advantageous a testimony to. and do long f,,r hi- coming
among as, not only for the happy peace which \ t he
will bring with him, nor only tor y v which
attend- it (though these tu i.ut also
for the many advantages we pi ourselves under his

government.
" Our ;•:— :.' session of Parliament will not furnish me

with much ni - - ad you. for ly endeavour
the King's and the country's business, without h

or brigue8 which are usually the most fruitful topi

news and correspondence. The Commons have voted 150

to the King (which is a very great sum for our poor country),
and are now upon ways and mean- to raise it. We
making some necessary laws g ost troul

and such as may prevent future rebellions in this country.
"'Since my last to you the King has been pleased very

advantageously to change my title, but nothing shall

alter me from being." etc. illl. 67

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1697. August 29. [N.S.] Dieren.
— " 1 received the pa

you enclosed to me in your letter of the 27th inst., which
contained another to me with a petition to the Kin^r from
the most considerable merchanl _ ob-

taining leave from the Czar that they may import tob
into His -Majesty - rirous that they
be gratified, and has commanded me to
their Excellencies the Lords A make such use

of them as of those already transmitted with B
instructions as their Excel!- ble, the mal
proposed being of the greatest cons the tra ;

England.** s
j

The Eakl of | -:k and
William III.

1697. A 3 V S
l

' true.—' ' 'I

to r» French pi - which I

been taken on board of 1 . a -

will promise to release the Irish, of which I list

contains the names, which,
French ships. We already have Your Ma tioos

to consent to this point. i it into

session of those forts in Hud- dken during this
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war (which we excepted in the article of general restitution),

but they consent to refer the right of these forts to be ad-

justed by commissioners : we understand by my Lord

Portland that it is Your Majesty's pleasure that we should

rather consent to this than retard the treaty. They still

insist upon a settlement for the Queen in France, but they

will be satisfied with Your Majesty's promise that we shall

have her maintenance without making an article of it. As
to the commandant mentioned in their remarks, they insist

that he should not only be set at liberty, but have satisfaction

for his pretended damages, which, they say, amount to

150,000 French livres. As to these two last points, though

we have not Your Majesty's particular direction, yet if we are

pressed to sign the treaty before we can have Your Majesty's

answer, we shall venture to consent to them rather than not

agree to the signing the peace." Copy. List of fifty Irish

prisoners subjoined. (XVI. 77.)

J[ohn] Ellis to Matthew Prior.

1697, August 20 [-30]. Whitehall.—As to the Hudson's

Bay Company, and King James' Queen's marriage settlement.
'

' For the contract of marriage, being a private affair, and
deposited in private hands, it is not to be found, though

much enquiry has been made after it : and it is not thought

of such moment in this business as to look longer after it

.... The King's Counsel . . . decline meddling at all with

it, it belonging to the Parliament to judge how far it is

affected by the abdication. But one thing is to be taken

notice of ; that the settlement, properly so called and that can

be accounted such in law, is only what was made when she

was Duchess of York, which does not amount to 20,000Z. per

annum : all the rest was but voluntary and in the nature of

a free gift ; and if this be explained to the French, it is

probable they will not insist upon the matter, at least not

so much as if it were what it seems to be, above double that

sum."
Enclosing :

—" A Memorial " of the title of the Hudson's

Bay Company, and '

' A State of the Settlements upon the

late King James' Queen," together with extracts from letters

patent of 1685, August 28, and King's warrants of 1685,

July 25 ; October 26 ; and December 23. Copies. (III. 69.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1697, August. Loo.
—"You see how ready I am to lay

myself forth at their Excellencies' desire in the business

of Hudson's Bay. The matter is indeed very much per-

plexed, which I gave you warning of, and told you how our

West Indies suffered heretofore for want of information and
true measures.

—

Nemo poeta nascitur. I do not see how you
will get well out of the difficulty you are engaged in. There



I.-.7

was room for a little artifice, which the French Ambassadors
and their Court would have hardly discerned, and then you
would have had the applause of the merchants. We are now
engaged to leave matters as they were before tin- war, but,

thanks be t<> God, our American affairs are bo well changed
that I wish they were to be left in statu quo nunc, which

would gain us St. Christopher's, worth a miQioa*withou1 any
probable hazard to ourselves. I can'1 tell if it be for the

King's service" that the French Ambassadors ahould be in-

formed of the good news from Newfoundland, which will

make them incline the more to restitutions, which i- nol to

our advantage at present." (III. 70.)

Matthew Pkiob t<> William Blathwayt.

1697, Sept. 2. [N.S.] Hague.— kl
The enclosed paper is

the sum and substance of yesterday's conference at R-yswick,

and our Imperialists have twenty days more to digest an
equivalent for Strasbourg. They have met this morning the

ministers of the other princes of the Empire: they are all

railing at a project which they must accept at last.

"Our own affairs are in statu quo; and alter all the

hurry we were in we shall have but too much time before

the signing.

"I have laid before their Excellencies the merchants'

petition for obtaining leave to import tobacco into Muscovy,
as I had before done those other papers relating to the same
subject. I do not know when the Czar or his Embassy will

come hither. Mr. Stepney is gone to Amsterdam, I think,

to fetch him." Copy. Enclosing the French Me ///<m<
. (XVI. 81.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

1697, Sept. 3. [N.S.] Hague.—" We though! we wen-

near a conclusion of the affair on Saturday night, but the

Imperialists let the time slip, and the French, being at

liberty from the engagements they were under, proposed

these new conditions, and as you see with a cavalier

freedom. J know not what the Empire will Bay to this, hut

I believe the Emperor would rathei have the equivalent,

and is secretly not sorry that there is a seeming force upon

him to take it. However hi* inclinations are Bwayed in

this point, His Majesty is against the equivalent, and as by

this conduct he shows his dislike to the French way of

negotiating, so he conserves his glory of standing by his allies.

I hope their own wilful humour will not on the other side

abuse his generosity, and that means will be found to bring

us to a conclusion of the whole affair without any other loss

than that of a fortnight or three weeks.

"My Lord Portland is here and Labours with indefatigable

diligence and great prudence in this affair. You see, Sir.

how delicate it is; we cannot leave our Imperialists, nor



158

be seen in persuading them to close with this proposition,

and yet the conclusion or the breaking off this negotiation

depends upon it. Our own affairs are in a manner agreed

on ; the right of Hudson's Bay will be referred to com-

missioners ; our agents, therefore, will come too late for

any but laying their rights before such commissioners when
they shall

* be named, and as to the settlements made to

King James' Queen, I hope we shall not have so much occasion

for them as we were afraid we might have had, and that the

French will [be] or are satisfied with a verbal promise from

His Majesty for something in her favour." Copy. (X. 343.)

Matthew Prior to .

1697, Sept. 6. [N.S.] Hague.—" Since Sunday everything

relating to our Congress has been in so dead a stillness

that the prospect of it is melancholy enough in appearance,

for I do not see that the French will be brought off so as to

restore Strasbourg ; and all my hopes of having the thing

go down the other way are founded upon my believing

that the Emperor does in secret prefer the equivalent, and

thinks this sort of extremity the only way will bring the

Princes of the Rhine to consent to it, though my Lord

Ambassador Pembroke has told the Congress in the King's

name that His Majesty will have Strasbourg restored. I

hope there are temperaments and means found to bring us

from our constancy if the thing cannot be fairly brought

about, and that this one demanded town, which no way
concerns us, will [not] have influence enough to engage us

to prolong a war. The Mediator is labouring under hand
in this affair ; we have no new orders concerning it from

Loo, so I dare not trouble you with uncertainties or with

my own hopes or fears in it." Copy. (X. 345.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

1697, Sept, 7. [N.S.] Hague.—" The Mediator is frequently

in new conferences on all sides ; if he has had any

success, we shall hear of it this afternoon, though indeed I

very much doubt of it. My Lord Portland is here : God
knows what they are doing ; I hope nothing that may
venture us in the least to an uncertainty, for I confess to

you I am a coward in this point, and if the Emperor has

more mind to the equivalent, though he dare not say so, than

to Strasbourg, in God's Name let him have it rather than

look [lug] us again into the war, which is what we [he] had

rather do than have either Strasbourg or the equivalent.

This I know is blasphemy to friend Stepney, to whom I dare

not say as much, though he be writing in the room with me.

All things being at a stand ; I can only say that the Hudson's

Bay agents and memoirs shall have all the help I can give

them when the allies treat with the French, and the nego-

tiation is on its feet again." Copy. (X. 348.)
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Wll.l I \M I'.l.MIIW \vi to M \TI in.u PbIOB,

1697, Sept. 9. [N.S.] I His Majesty directa their
Excellencies to endeavour tli.it the Comte de Soissone may
be included in the treaty of peace with tin- French if

practicable, and to discourse with the President de la Tour
in order t<> secure his assistance for such a purp< </»"/.

Enclosing th*. fottouring letter. (Ml. 76.)

I\ n rIns ii ii

Thomas DE SAVOYE, COMTE DE SOISSONS, to LORD Vll.l.lKUS,

1697, August l!>. [N.S.] Milan. " La fievre m'empechera,
Monsieur, de VOUS eerire une longue lettre, < t par t ieulierement
dans la certitude ou je suis (pie voii> aim/, des ordre
mon chapitre, je vous conjure seulemenl de vous souvenir
que vous m'avez fait l'honneur de me promettre votre
amitie, et que si je ne suis compris dans la paix que vous
travaillez a conclure par un article particulier qui me *

remettre dans le meme etat ou j'etois en sort ant de Prance,
je suis absolument perdu." Copy. (III. 77.)

Matthew Prior to Sn: W'ii.i.ia.m Tri miull.

L697, Sept, 10. [N.S.] Hague.—"I know I should not

trouble you with the common news which Mr. Ellis lays before

you, but probably this may find you at Easthampstead, and
this may serve me for an excuse. You see. Sir, we are not

so far from the L'Oth but that one might reasonably expect
a definitive resolution as to the great affair against the time.

My Lord Portland came hither on Saturday, and after a

long conference with the Pensioner went on Sunday morning
in great secrecy towards Brussels. As well his servants as

people here of greater mark gave out that his coming hither

was to order things lor the Muscovitish Embassy, and that

he returned to the King; but he went again to Flanders, and
the design of his voyage is to confer again with the Marshal
de Bou friers.

"As far as I can judge of the state of the whole affair,

as on one side it would be hard enough to bring France back
to the restoring Strasbourg, since Barcelona is taken and
consequently Spain mad for the peace on any terms, so on
the other side I see it would be impossible to satisfy the

Germans if the French were brought back to the pre-

liminaries. 1 believe what we are endeavouring is to Lrct

the equivalent a little bettered; this seems the easier to

both parties, and if they could get the French to propose
it, I think we should shake hands.

" Mons. de la Tour in a visit to the Mediator on Sunday
talked upon this subject, but only as from himself, and as

his private opinion. I wish Mon-. de Boufflers and my Lord

Portland may agree it, for there will nothing be done with

our Crermans hen-
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" Mr. Blathwayt has transferred to me the papers he has
received from Your Honour relating to our Muscovite trade,

which I lay before the Lords Ambassadors, who have a
commission to treat with the Czarish Embassy on this

subject, and procure all possible advantages for our mer-
chants to trade to those parts." Copy. (X. 349.)

Matthew Prior to John Ellis.

1697, Sept. 10. [N.S.] Hague.—" The negotiation in general

is at present at a stand. God send it may move again

before Saturday sennight so as to roll into a peace. If not,

my being torn into pieces (as yours of the 27th past intimates

I must be) is but the least part of the grievance. Dii
meliora !

" The Jersey men and whosoever else are to be helped by
a treaty of commerce will only be set in a way in being so

by us, but they and all good subjects shall have my
assistance as far as my poor mite may contribute to their

good. I hope for all this we shall have our peace. My Lord
Portland is gone again to Brussels, but since this is a great

secret here, pray let it be so on your side unless you hear

it from other hands." Copy. (X. 351.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1697. Sept. 12. [N.S.] Soestdyke.—" His Majesty having
received the enclosed letter from the City and Republic
of Bremen, and having a particular regard to their behaviour
on all occasions, is pleased to order their Excellencies the

Lords Ambassadors to do what in them lies to gratify this

city in what they desire, or in such other manner with
relation to the general treaty as may be most practicable."

(III. 80.)

Enclosure.

The Free City of Bremen to William III.

1697, August 25. [N.S.?] Bremen.—Congratulating him on
his successes in the war and his endeavours to bring about
a peace, and praying him to continue his past favours to

the republic by including it specifically among the powers
that are to reap the benefits of the general treaty of peace.

Latin. Great seal of the city. (XVII., No. 37.)

Matthew Prior to the Marquis of Winchester.

1697, Sept. 13. [N.S.] Hague.—" I do not see it probable
that the Imperialists will come to a determination within
the time prescribed, nor do I think France will recant a step

so formally made as that of the 1st instant, the retention

of Strasbourg for the equivalent, which (all considerations

weighed) may be found equally valuable, being all that

King requires for his expense and loss before Barcelona.

If the equivalent were made better, there might probably
be found some way of closing with it.
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"My Lord Portland is gone privately to Brussel
confer again with the Mora de Boufflers. I believe I am
not mistaken it' I sa\ -mum- proposal ol this kind may be
made in the interview, but I am not Bure of it. nor sa\ it but
to Four Lordship. The Imperialists aeem inflexible upon
the terms as they n<>\\ .nv offered them, hut they would be
equally so it those terms were better, and jjor best we can
expect from them is thai the\ must be at Last (in appearance)
forced; for it is sure they like the equivalent best, though
they dare not say so to the rest of the Germans.
"My Lord Villirrs is gone to the King at k to

have his orders as to the formal part of something in our
treaty, thai at Least we may be ready when the negotiation,
which seems at present t\>'-.\i\, may have lite again.

"The King has seen the Czar of Muscovy incognito a1

Utrecht. The immediate use we endeavour to nuke of him
is that he would allow tobacco to be imported Into his

dominions, which has been forbid since the year '48. His
own inclinations oblige him to carry on a war with the Turk,
and for that purpose to get a fleet ready tor the Black
Me is absolutely against the Kreneh, and that aversion may
contribute a good deal towards settling the crown of Poland
upon the Elector of Saxony.

'The Prince of Conti is parted from Dunkirk, we say, with
a squadron of John de Bart's commanding from Dunkirk,
though I have seen good advices from France which say lit-

is gone privately by land, and that only his followers are
em harked pour sauver les apparences. It is certain his party
is stronger than was thought, and that the Elector wants
money, the needful qualifications towards succeeding in a

Polish Diet." Copy. (X. 353.)

Mattiikw Prior to Sir William Tkimiull.

1697, Sept, 13. [N.S.] Hague.—" The letter to .Mr.

Ellis relates the interview the King has had with the <

His .Majesty is very well pleased with him and invited him
to dinner: the Czar, it seems, thought it civilesl to accept

the invitation, and sent afterwards to get himself excused.'
1

Copy. (X. 359.)

Treaty of Ryswiok.

!! iiningen.

[1697, Sept.]

—

Memoir: proposing the total demolition of

Hiiningen as in the interest alike of the Empire, the Pro-

testant Cantons of Switzerland, and the Kong ot Great

Britain. (XVII.. X... U.)

French Protestants.

1697, Sept.—Memoir by the Ambassadors of the Allies

pleading for toleration for French Protestants, and the

liberation of such as are in prison on the galleys on account

of religion. Long list
<>f

mums. Copy.
H—

u
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Also : Recommendation to their Excellencies' protection

of four Protestant ministers in prison on account of their

religion in the castle of Vincennes. Four names, to wit :

Maturin, Cardell, La Bastide, Giury, Gerault, Salve. Copy.
French. (XVII., Nos. 42, 43.)

J[ohn] Ellis to Matthew Prior.

1697, Sept, 3 [-13]. Whitehall.—" What you tell me
of my Lord Portland's journey is, as you desire it should be,

a secret. I wish him success and am glad to find that you
are still of opinion we shall yet have peace."

'

' We have got our friend Mr Stepney safe and sound.

He had as quick a passage as if the wind had known how to

make a compliment to a Commissioner of Trade. He has
invited me to a bottle of burgundy, where 'tis a 1000 to one
but we shall remember you." (III. 75.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

1697, Sept. 4-14. Hague.—"There was nothing done
at our Congress on Wednesday, but all stands in a
melancholy stillness. I hope my Lord Portland's return
will put some life into us ; His Lordship is expected here

to-day ; my Lord Villiers' coach is gone for him to Rotterdam.
My Lord Villiers, or rather the Earl of Jersey (for such it

seems you have made him), returned last night ; I presume
His Lordship has brought the Embassy His Majesty's
opinion and orders as to the points yet undecided in our
treaty, for though at present all seems to be broken off, it

is very necessary we should know how to behave ourselves in

case things come again to be treated, since Friday will soon
be here. I lay the letter from the City of Bremen, which I

receive with your favour of the 12th, before their Excellencies,

as I do the substance of your letter of the 10th. My Lord
Villiers has His Majesty's verbal directions likewise as to

Count Soissons' affair.
'

' Sir Joseph has been laid up with a kind of gout that

makes him complain very much, and eat very excessively :

he intends to get out to-day, and then our Embassy may
make a figure again, but it has been much lessened by Sir

Joseph's sickness and Lord Villiers' absence. Your
Flanders letters will have told you that the Prince of Conti
went from Dunkirk the 6th. Some of our refined politicians

say he is gone privately by land ; it is certain this Prince
has carried a good sum of money with him, and that his

competitor has none left. Mons. Bosen was so impatient
for the letter from the King to his master that he had not
patience to wait for my Lord Villiers coming home, but
obliged me to open His Lordship's packet, in which you had
sent the letter enclosed. I suppose he thought it best to

take the King at his word as to the naming of his master
King of Poland.
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Mvlta cadunt inter calicem aupremaqw labra, and one
loves mightily to be oafled King, when one does n< >t know-

how soon one may oease to be suili. Pointi[s] has brought
home after all Inil eight millions French, and above half his

equipage are dead and siok." Copy. (X. .'{<><».)

Treats of I!\m\ h ik.
-**•

( ;i;m:\ \.

[K597, Sept.]— Memorial urging that the Republic of

Geneva should be specifically named in the genera] treaty
of peace, as being allied only to the ('anion- of Bern and
Zurich, and therefore not included among the Allies of the
Thirteen Cantons. Referring to the declarations made after

the Peace of Vervins in 1599 and the Agreement of Lyon in

1801, in evidence that Geneva is not to be understood as an
ally of the Thirteen Cantons. Suggesting further the

removal of the French Resident at Geneva, who is there for

no other purpose than "to debauch the citizens by his

cabals and intrigues, to alienate them from the fealty and
obedience due to their sovereign, and to establish Papacy
among them, seeing that otherwise it is sufficient to have
an Ambassador in Switzerland. It is only a few years since

it was thought fit to keep a Resident at Geneva." It France
will not consent to his removal, it is to be feared that other

Powers may also wish to send Residents thither, and thai

the presence of so many ministers in one city may cause

some embroilment likely to involve the Cantons in war.

French. (XVII., No. 12.)

The Lords Ambassadors to William III.

1697, Sept. 17. [N.S.] Hague.—Enclosing a paper relating

to the late Queen, and desiring to know if His Majesty approves
of its form.
"The French Ambassadors will oblige themselves by

an act at the signing the Treaty to procure a pleinpouvotr

before the exchange of the ratification to treat distinctly

with V our Majesty : so the preamble will Btand as is usual

in the ordinary forms of treaties. The business of Hudson's
Bay being to be referred to commissioners, we think to prop. iee

London as the place, but Binoe probably the French may except

against it, we presume we may agree to Th i Hague
neutral place, unless we have Your Majesty's directions t.>

the contrary.

"The article which contains who shall be comprehended
in the treaty is in general terms a- usual. The towns of

Bremen and Geneva have desired to be inserted by name.

We are humbly of opinion that they may he included in the

article as it stands now in general term-, except a specification

were to be made of princes or -tatc^ of a more considerable

rank." Copy. (XVI. 92.)
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Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

1697, Sept 17. [N.S.] Hague.—"I hope we shall satisfy

our Hudson's Bay Tgentlemen by referring their affair to

commissioners. We are drawing up an article to that purpose
for the French to agree to to-morrow."

' Your town of Bremen and Sir William Trumbull's of

Geneva are not worth specifying in our article any otherwise
than in general terms ; if you have any Kingdoms or States

pour faire figure, pray let us have them : though I think
(with Sir Joseph's leave) there is nothing but compliment
and show in all that, and a treaty stands firm enough that
comprehends the King and his subjects
" Mons. Bosen plagues my heart out for a copy of the

King's letter to his master. Pray, Sir, let Mr. Watkins send
it, if you would not have me thought of Conti's party. You
will have the Suabians and Franconians upon you before

this letter. It is as easy to square a Circle as to content
one." Copy.
Memorandum.—"I went from The Hague the 20th

September, 1697, for England, and returned to The Hague
the 28." (X. 362.)

Queen Mary of Modena's Dowry.

1697, Sept. 17. [N.S.] Loo.—Instructions under the Signet

to Pembroke, Villiers, Lexington and Williamson not to

give the Royal promise to make good the late Queen's
maintenance and dowry as stipulated by her contract of

marriage, (the said maintenance and dowry being re-

coverable by law), unless they find such a refusal to be a plain

obstruction to the conclusion of the treaty : in which case

such a promise may be made for the Queen's life, provided
that the French Ambassadors will engage on behalf of their

King that the said Queen Mary " shall not during the time
of her enjoying such maintenance or dowry any ways act,

abet or contrive any mischief or prejudice " to King William
or his Government ; which engagement and counter-

engagement may take the form of a secret article, if the

French Ambassadors so insist.

Signet. Signed, but not countersigned.

Also : Royal approval of the form of declaration con-

cerning the same enclosed in the Ambassadors' letter of

September 17. [N.S.] Dated September 18. [N.S.] Signet.

Signed, but not countersigned. (XVII., Nos. 38, 39.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1697, Sept. 19. [N.S.] Loo.— " This day the Baron Saffig

and Mons. Culpis waited on His Majesty by direction from
the Deputies of the Empire, and the latter having amongst
other things prayed His Majesty to afford his protection,

as far as may be, to the Protestants of Strasbourg upon the
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cession of thai place to the French, and thai endeavi
may be used by their Excellencies the Lords Ambassador*
in concert with the Pensioner for the obtaining from the

French the free exercise ot their religion or .it leasl thai

they may be permitted to sell their goods and and
retire peaceably into other parte of the Empirtj; Mi Majesty,

being graciously inclined to grant their request, as fai as

may be feasible, is pleased to order their Excellenciee to

confer with the Pensioner on this particular." (111. 85.)

Treaty of Ryswiok. Se< km Ai:u< lb.

hi!)7, [Sept.]
—

" Et comme ['intention du Roy tree

Chretien a tousjours este de rendre La paix ferme et aolide,

Sa Majeste s'engage et promet, pour elle et bos Buccesseurs

Roys de France, de ne troubler, ni inquie'ter en quelque
facon que ce soit, le Roy de La Grande Bretagne dan- la

possession des royaumes, pays, estats, terres ou gouverne-

ments dont Sa Majeste Britannique jouil presentement,

donnant pour cet eflet sa parole royale de a'assister directe-

nient ou indirectement auquuns iU^ ennemis du du Roy
de la Grande Bretagne, de ne favoriser, en quelque manidre
que ce soit, les cabales, menees secrettes el rebellions qui

pourroient survenir en Angleterre, et par consequent de

n'ayder, sans aucune exception ni reserve, d'armes, des

munitions, vivres, vaisseaux, argent ou d'autres oho

par mer ou par terre, personne, (pui que ce puisse estre, qui

pretendroit troubler le dit Roy de La Grande Bretagne dans
la paisible possession des dits royaumes, pays, estats. terres

ou gouvernements sous quelque pr6texte que ce soil ; comme
aussy le Roy de la Grande Bretagne promet et a 'engage de

son coste de meme inviolablement pour soy et ses Buccesseurs

Roys de la Grande Bretagne a l'egard du Roy tiv< Chretien,

ses royaumes, pays, estats et terres de son obeissance,

reciproquement, sans aucune exception ni reserve.

Endorsed: Original as it caim from tht Pensioner. (XVII.,

No. 18.)

Treaty of Ryswiok.

Extracts du Protocol k j>k la Mediation.

L697, Sept. LO-20.
—" Leurs Excellences Messieurs Les

Ambassadeurs de Sa Majeste* Britannique ont declare que

le Roy leur Maitre a promis de donner la Liberie* aux [rlandois

j)ris sur des vaisseaux Francois, dont la Liste esl icj jointe.

List of fifty names. Copy. (XVII., No. I

Scum date. " Leurs Excellences Messieurs les Ambassadeurs
de Sa Majeste* tres Chr6tienne onl declare que, b'U bo trouve

que le Traitte qui a etc fait et signe* a Breda ce soit point en

Francois, alors ils s'engagent qu'au Lieu de oeluy qu'ils ont

signe a present en Francois ils en fourniront nn autre en Latin

avant la ratification.
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" lis promettent de relacher les Protestans Francois qui ont

ete pris sur des vaisseaux Anglois ; comme aussi de remettre

en liberie les quatre ministres d' Orange."
Signed : N. Lillieroot ; and sealed. (XVII., No. 46.)

Queen Mary of Modena's Dowry.

1697, Sept. 20. [N.S.] Ryswick.
—" Messieurs les Ambas-

sadeurs du Roy d'Angleterre ont declare que le Roy
leur Maitre a promis que la pension annuelle d'environ

cinquante mille livres sterlin, ou de telle somme quelle se

trouvera etablie par Acte du Parlement scelle du grand
sceau d'Angleterre en faveur de la Reine Marie d'Este, sera

payee a l'avenir conformement au dit acte, et qu'ils consentent

que Mons. L'Ambassadeur Mediateur le fasse inserer dans son
protocole, et en donne copie authentique a Messieurs les

Ambassadeurs de France, en presence desquels, ainsi que de
Messieurs les Ambassadeurs des Etats Generaux, la dite

declaration a et faite." (XVII., No. 45.)

Treaty of Ryswick.

1697, Sept. 20. [N.S.] Ryswick. — " Minutes of the

treaty (original) as signed by their Excellencies :
' and

'

' the Separate Article also signed by their Excellencies
'

' at

the same time. Latin. Seals and signatures of the Earl of

Pembroke, Lord Villiers, and Sir Joseph Williamson.

Also : Duplicate of the treaty (original). Latin. Seals

and signatures of the same persons, and of N. A. Harlay-
Bonneuil, Verjus de Crecy, F. de Callieres, N. Lillieroot.

(XVII., Nos. 47, 48, 49.)

The Lords Ambassadors to William III.

1697, Sept. 20-21. [N.S.] "At 3 in the morning."
Ryswick.

—" Till we can give Your Majesty a more particular

account, we presume that we ought not to defer one moment
the letting Your Majesty know that we have signed the

Treaty with the French. The Spaniards and Dutch have
done the same. We wish it may be long and successful to

Your Majesty." Copy.
Similar letters from the Same to Prince Vaudemont

(French), and the Lords Justices of England. Copies.

(XVI. 100-102.)

Treaty of Ryswick.

1697, Sept. 21. [N.S.] Loo.—Declaration by William

III of his approval of the treaty signed by the English and
French plenipotentiaries on the previous day, and of his

intention that it shall be duly ratified under the Great Seal,

and to use his good offices to procure the ratification of the

treaties with France signed by the Ambassadors of the King
of Spain and of the States General, on condition that the
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King of Prance be pleased to withdraw his troops from the
territories of the Kim of Spain, whether In Flanders or in
Catalonia. Fn/irh. Signet. Signed, but not count
Copy.

Also : first draft of the above "as drawn up by the French
secretary, and corrected by the Pensioner. * '

Jt ,.FrenrA
Also : second draft of the same, with further corrections in

the Pensioner's hand. French. (XVII., No 11

Jambs Vernon to the Lords Ambassadors.

1697, Sept. L6 [-26]. Whitehall. "The Lords Justices
command me to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excel-
lencies' letter sent by Mr. Prior, and to acquaint you
in their names wiih the entire satisfaction they receive in the
happy conclusion of the Treaty of Pea<x by Your Excellencies
successful endeavours.

' Their Excellencies have found it necessary immediately
to dispatch Mr. Prior, that you may know their thoughts,
that it will sot only be a gaining of time if the form of the
ratification be proposed and engrossed there, and then be
sent hither ready signed by Eis Majesty with his warrant for

affixing the (neat Seal thereto, but Your Excellencies will

likewise be the besl judges what that form should be and in

whal terms drawn up, such as may be most proper to the
occasion, and prevent any exceptions that might otherwise
be taken, which their Excellencies have likewise laid before
His Majesty." (III. 81.)

Pjiciiard] Powys to Matthew Prior.

1697, Sept. 17 [-27], Whitehall. I am by command
of Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer to acquaint you that

"this morning there came a letter to our Hoard from Mr.
Vernon, signifying the pleasure of the Lords Justices that
you should have two hundred guineas for the glad tidings
of peace which you brought, and our Lords to shew they
would not be behindhand with their Excellencies upon -uch
an extraordinary occasion have ordered it to be paid out
of .secret service money, which you will receive without fees.

The cash is a little low, but 1 believe I shall have it before
you can draw any bill on me. i hope this will find you well

in Holland." (VI II. 261.)

Matthew Prior to Sib Wn.uwi Trumbull.

1697, Oct. 1. [N.S.] BTague.—" I arrived in Holland
on Saturday, and had yesterday th«' honour oi your letter

of the 17th. At my coming hither I found thai According
(as I think) to Mr. Blathwayt's method, there was a copy
of the treaty sent by the packet that was to carry the letl

of this day sennight together with a wan. int. that it might
be engrossed and have the Broad Seal set to it on your
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and so be returned for the King to sign it here. The duplicate

of it is likewise sent by the royal transport, so that I hope
for all these contrary winds one or t'other has reached you
some time before you receive this letter. I known ot if Mr.
Blathwayt has sent a form of ratification with the treaty.

I presume he has not. Their Excellencies the Lords Ambas-
sadors think the easiest and simplest form the best : if I

might add my sentiments I would have that which we used
at Breda looked for again, or at least some other which
England has already had in treaty with France. I need
not put Mr. Ellis in mind the seal must be in a silver box.

In some discourse I had the honour to hold with you at

Whitehall I told you that the French drew up their part of the

treaty (i.e., that instrument or part which they retain signed

by both parties) in French, as the part or instrument which
we retain signed by both parties is in Latin : they allege

custom for this, and give us for precedent, that the same thing

was done at Breda ; they have declared, however, to the

Mediator that if it be not found to be as they aver, they will

withdraw the instrument already signed, and furnish another
in Latin before the ratification. Sir Joseph Williamson cannot
resolve our doubt ; I wish any deputy he has left in his

Paper Office may be able to do it, and must beg you to give

order that we may have light into this business, if possible :

which one would think one should not want in a country so

politic and knowing as England, in a treaty so very modern
as this instanced hi. I find we have done nothing more in

these Provinces towards the demonstration of a peace than
the signing it ; there has been no other publication of it

than what the Gazettes make, and no other joy than that

which everybody has in his own family and at his own charge.

I believe His Majesty will write to the Lords Regents what
is to be done on this occasion ; and when and where anything
passes here relating to that matter I shall (as my duty
requires) most humbly advise you of it. I have sent

Dubreuil your present to rejoice his poor spirits, and retain

him on our side. I shall see the man in a day or two. Be
pleased in the next you honour me with to specify to me the
pension you intend him, for in the mass of things I then
had confused in my head I do not know if I rightly understood
you, so I shall only assure him of your kindness to him without
naming the particular sum." Copy. (X. 369.)

Matthew Prior to the Marqujs of Winchester.

1697, Oct. 1. [N.S.] Hague.—" Nothing should have
made me neglect telling Your Excellency sooner that my
Lords Ambassadors signed a treaty with France the 20th,

but my having been sent from hence immediately to the
Lords Justices of England, and being hurried thence in twenty-
four hours' time to look to the ratification being sent over

for the Broad Seal ; so that in less than eight days I was at



L60

London and back again here. The Emperor and Empire
have till the 5th of November allowed them to come in, and
I think are resolved so to do whatever mien they may make
to the contrary. Mr. Vernon (as I have desired him) will

send Your Excellency a copy of the treat\ as bj the Lords
Justices' order it is to be printed in Englancjj and God be
thanked for the conjuncture thai lets in aee a peace a

after the hardships of a war of Buch duration." Copy
(X. 373.)

Matthew Priob to William Blathwayt.
Hi'.*?, Oct. 3. [N.S.] Hague. '

I am commanded to inform
von that in the article of our treaty, of which I send you en-

closed the copy, the Brandenbourg Ambassadors think thai

Celsissimum Electorem is not a> much as England has sometime
given to their master; they desire His Majesty would
consent to have Serenissimum inserted in the instrumenl
which is to be ratified, and that a warranl may be despatched
into England for thai purpose; this. Sir. I am to advise you
of, though (to*say the truth on't) we do not ye1 know if the
French would consent to the change, though His Majesty
did agree to it. As to the thing itself you Bee, Sir, that tin-

Latin answers to Son Altesse Electoral* of the French, from
whence it was translated, and so it stands in the Dutch
treaty; and you know . Sir. better than any man how we give

them Serenissimus, i.e., in a direction or title joined to

Princeps ; but in the body of an article, where the Elector

is named in the third person. I do not see that the epithet

is of such weight, and if it had been said plainly Electorem,

provided one knew of whom it was spoken, it is (in my poor
opinion) sufficient: thus we say Imperatorem in the Separate
Article and Begem Chri.sfidfu'ssiiniini, hut this is only my
sentiments and I leave (as I ought to do) tin- decision of the

matter to my superiors. I wish the gentlemen were satisfied

since one word can make them bo."

"God send we may get the ratification over before the

twenty days be elapsed." Copy. (X. ."574.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1697, Oct, 3. [N.S.] Loo.—" It being agreed by the 10th

Article of the treaty between us and the French thai the

peace is to take place at sea within the Channel alter twelve

days from the signing and publication thereof, as elsewhere

according to the several terms prescribed, which twelve days

being now expired from the time of Bigning the said treaty,

but it yet remaining doubtful what is meant by the pub-

lication of it, His Majesty commands me to mention the

same to their Excellencies the Lord- Ambassadors, that the

meaning of those words may be explained as far as may be,

and if it be necessary by conference with the French

Ambassadors, and that their Excellencies do thereupon give
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notice of the agreed sense of this Article in England and

elsewhere to prevent the great contests and inconveniences

that may happen upon the doubtfulness of it." (III. 90.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

1697, Oct, 5. [N.S.] Hague.
—"My Lords Ambassadors,

in a conference this afternoon at Ryswick with those of

France, agreed that the time for the peace taking place at

sea within the Channel, etc., should be understood to begin

twelve days after the 20th past, i.e., after the signing the

treaty, and the same to be understood in proportion for the

other seas more distant. Mons. Harlay alleged, that since

this explication of the words was agreed on this day only,

which is the 15th after the signing, if anything should have

happened to be taken since the expiration of the twelve days,

(i.e., from Thursday morning till now), it should be supposed

to be taken in war : their Excellencies answered, however,

that in case anything should be taken from thence to this

day, (i.e., in these two days) they expected that means might

be used to obtain its restitution, though they did not much
insist upon it, since this difference cannot be very considerable,

and very probably is not any.
" Their Excellencies likewise agreed with the French

that the prisoners, which were on both sides to have their

liberty, should be immediately released without any further

notification to be expected or given from either party.
'

' The French Embassy have promised to signify these

two things to their Court this night. Their Excellencies

will likewise let the Lords Justices know on Tuesday what

they have done hereupon. All orders upon these points

being to come immediately from the King, their Excellencies

desire you to lay the substance of this letter before His

Majesty, that from his pleasure sent into England directions

may be given to the Admiralty, and whatever courts or

jurisdiction may be concerned in these matters.
'

' You see, Sir, by the enclosed resolution which the States

took on Thursday,' what they do on this occasion in their

.
marine affairs.

'
' The Muscovite Embassy had their audience this morning

;

they and their train were very magnificent ; the Czar was

there incognito." Copy. (X. 378.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1697, October 5. [N.S.] Loo.—" His Majesty is pleased

to take notice that the ratification of the . . . treaty which

is expected from England may not with any probability

arrive here early enough to be exchanged within the time

prescribed by the treaty, for which reason His Majesty, being

desirous to obviate as much as may be any objections that

may be made by the French, or inconvenience that may
happen by the want of a ratification, does think fit that an
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instrument of ratification be prepared <>n thi> Bide and pa
under the signet instead of tne (drat Seal of England;
which the French Ambassadors may be satisfied with at

least until the arrival of the other ; whereupon His Majesty
is pleased to order their Excellencies the Lords Ambassadors
forthwith to prepare Buch a form of ratification aa their

Excellencies shall judge most suitable and fitting, with this

difference, that instead of the words Magno Anglicu sigillo

communiri jussimus, or words to that effect, this expression
he used. Si,////,, nostra cam in u n i ri jiissiiuns : which seal or

signet has upon many occasions been taken a- sufficient in

ratifications, and. as it is hoped, may well enough answer
the 17th Article of the said treaty in consideration of Mi-

Majesty being on this side, and the tempestuous weather that

has happened since the time of signing."
Postscript.— "There is no doubt hut the Elector of

Brandenburg has a right to the title of Serenissimua from the
King in all Latin instrument-.'" (III. 92.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1697, Oct. 6. [N.S.] Loo.
—"We have certain uewa from

Newfoundland that Mons. de Nesmond^with a squadron
of near twenty men-of-war was not only arrived there, hut

gone with his ships to the harbour of St. John's, where we
have at present eight men-of-war under the command of

Captain Norms, besides Colonel Gibson's regiment of foot :

and we do further understand (as it is very probable) that

the French, not being able to force their entrance into the

port, and being informed that our fleet and land men would
be soon in want of provisions, were resolved to lie before the

place so long as to starve our people by intercepting the

convoy of provisions that the} bear is going thither. This
is the news we have from these parts, and the situation of

Newfoundland being such that it may most properly be
comprehended within the second term of the loth Article,

viz., of the peace taking place there within six weeks,
notwithstanding which it may perhaps bo fall out that after

the expiration of that term Mons. de Nesmond may not be

acquainted with the treaty. Hi- Majesty judges that the

French Ambassadors cannot well refuse giving then- Ex-

cellencies an Act or Declaration under their hand-. Buch a

one as passed at the Treaty of Breda, or anj other to the

same effect, certifying the conclusion of the Peace between
the King and His most Christian Majesty, with the com
mencement of it within the several distances agreed on by the

10th Article of the late treaty, which Act or Declaration

His Majesty does think tit their Excellencies the Lords

Ambassadors should desire from tin.-..- of France, and upon
obtaining the same do semi it with a duplicate into England,

where orders will be given for one or more vessels, which

may likewise have provisions on hoard, to he dispatched
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immediately to Newfoundland, not only thereby to oblige

Mods. Nesmond to desist from his enterprise, in case he

should happen to stay so long upon that coast, but to carry

the necessary provisions to our fleet and land forces, of

which the latter will most certainly be in very great want,

though the former should be come away. This being a

matter of so very great importance to us and no more than

we may reasonably demand of the French, though indeed

it be not likely that Mons. Nesmond will stay so long in

Newfoundland by reason of the bad weather and fogs that

are usual there towards the winter, His Majesty would have
their Excellencies lose no time in proceeding therein ac-

cording to the directions above mentioned, it being not

requisite that any further mention be made to the French
Ambassadors of the occasion of our asking this attestation

from them, than that it is in order to the due notifying of

the peace and for preventing of further hostilities in those parts.

" I am likewise obliged to you for the Resolution of the

States relating to their Marine affairs ; which being very

advantageous to them, and His Majesty having been pleased

to tell me that the French were equally disposed to gratify

us in the same particulars, there is no doubt but their

Excellencies will be no less successful in our own matters

of the same nature, since the obtaining of passes for all ships,

or at least for such as are going out in any voyage beyond the

Cape St. Vincent, will be very useful to us, as His Majesty will

be ready to grant the like to the French upon their request.
'

'

Postscript.— ' It would be much better if a pass or passes

could be obtained from the French for the ship or ships that

shall carry the news of the Peace to Newfoundland and to

other parts of America.
" I have had fresh solicitations from England in reference

to the settling a trade with Muscovy." Signed. (III. 95.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1697, Oct. 7. [N.S.] Loo.—" His Majesty has given me
directions to signify his pleasure to the Lords Justices

in England for the release of all prisoners, which are on that

side to have their liberty as ours in France are to be dealt

with in the same manner according to the agreement made
with their Ambassadors. There remains nothing unanswered
from hence."

Postscript.—"His Majesty would be glad that the

Elector of Brandebourg were gratified in the title he desires."

Signed. Copy. (III. 96.)

1697, Sept. 28 [-Oct 8.] Loo.—Instruments of ratification

of the Treaty of Ryswick and the Separate Article. Latin.

Signet. Sign manual. Countersigned by Blathwayt.
[Full text printed in Actes et Memoires des negociations de

la Paix de Ryswick, 2nd edn. vol. hi., pp. 176-189.] (XVII.

,

Nos. 50-51.)



173

J[ohn| Ellis to M itthe* Prior.

1697, Sept. 28 | Oct. 8]. Whitehall. M Mr Secret
being in the country, directs me to acknowledge youi
him of 1 Oct. [N.S.], wherein you <i\\<- good advice con-
cerning the ratification of the treat} ot peace in the
form as that of Breda uih if the copy had come in any con-
venient time to our hands: hut iiaving not received it till

Sunday morning last, all we could do was to despatch it U
Inn, esse, as soon as possible. The preamble is as simple,
I think, as anything of that kind could be, and as little liable
to exceptions; bui for precedents, there was no time t..

consult them, the Lords Justices pressing the despatch of

the two instruments, that they mighl be pul under the
Great Seal and sent away on Sunday night, a- they were by
ten at night, one to Harwich, the other to the Downs, where
two frigates were ordered to transport the messengers ; which.
I fear, they have not been able to do, the wind having been
for severa I days at N.E.

'My Lord Ambassador Villiers is likewise pleased to put
us in mind of a thing which was omitted on the foresaid con
sideration of saving all the time that possibly might l..-

:

that is. that the powers on both sides should he annexed
to the ratification : they were not to he inserted in the

ratification, and therefore it was looked upon t<> be
essentially complete without them, and that they might
be added after the exchange of the ratifications was made
at Ryswick : besides that we have no authentic copy of

the French powers. The signatures, whereof His Excellency
has also been pleased to send us a plainer copy than that in

the treaty, are exactly observed in the ratification as they
are in the copy of the treaty; hut I take notice that both
there and in his Excellency's copy the French Ambassadors
sign in the first place, and the King's Ambassadors in the

next, etc.. whereas I should have thought these Bhould have
signed first the King's part, which was to he left with the
French.

I wish my Lord Ambassador Villiers be not misinformed
as to the annexing the pleinpouvoir of the French Ambas-
sadors to our treaty, that, upon second thoughts, seeming to

me to he most proper to he done in their treaty." ( I I J . 86.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1697, Sept. 28 [-Oct. 8]. Whitehall. ' We hear nothing
yet of any orders for recalling our letters of marque. If

the ratifications wire exchanged, a proclamation ought to

issue of course, or otherwise it will Dot be done till the

King's pleasure is signified.
'

' I have been enquiring in relation to what you writ in your
former letter about treaties being in French or Latin Lb

to what was done at Breda, I believe you will know it soonest

from some in Holland who were at that treaty I i t with
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nobody here who knows anything of it. If you win go to

older times, our historiographer Thomas Rymer hath rum-

maged some of his records of ancient times, for he hath not

yet looked into those of the memory of man, and he sends

you an extract of all sorts when they treated in Latin, when
in French, and when in both languages. An article of a truce

in Henry V.'s reign (for those were the treaties in that

time) is transcribed at length ; there you will find it agreed

that each party agreed to sign the treaty both in Latin and

French, and this, he says, was frequently repeated afterwards.
'

' I have in my keeping the original of the American Treaty

between England and France which was made in November.

1686, the Ambassador Barillon being plenipotentiary for

the French, and the Chancellor Jeffrys, Lord Sunderland,

Lord Middleton and Lord Godolphin plenipotentiaries for

St. James'. That treaty, I assure you, was drawn up in

Latin, and both parties "signed and sealed the same instru-

ment." (III. 87.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

1697, [Oct.] 8. [N.S.] Hague.
—"In conformity to yours

of the 5th and 6th, which I have laid before my Lords

Ambassadors, I send you an instrument of ratification as

their Excellencies have agreed to have it formed together

with the Treaty and their powers : the whole fairly trans-

cribed in order to it being signed by His Majesty and sealed

with the Signet, to be exchanged with the ratification of the

French in case the other instrument from England may not

arrive in time.
'

' I have left the place and day of signing to be filled up

by you or to be returned (in case you would have the whole

written in one hand) with a word of instruction of palatium,

or aula, or what you will call Loo or the place where His

Majesty may be when he signs.
'

' Their Excellencies think that the placing their plein-

pouvoir after the Treaty is as it ought to be, since it is the

Treaty which His Majesty ratifies, and the pleinpouvoirs were

sufficiently ratified when they passed the Great Seal. The

French pleinpouvoirs are not added, since the doing so would

make this instrument differ from that which we expect from

England : they may be added to either instrument after-

wards if it shall be judged necessary. In the meantime we
have the original of the French pleinpouvoirs, which seem

to make the inserting a copy but superfluous. You will

observe that in the 14th Article I have left a space for

Celsissimum or Serenissimum, your letter not determining

that point with the validity of an order ; if, therefore, as you

seem to intimate in your postscript, His Majesty consents to

the supplying that blank with Serenissimum, their Excellencies

desire you would send them a warrant by which they may
be enabled to alter the word in the instrument which will

come signed and sealed with the Great Seal ; for it would
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but increase the difficulty it Sereniasimum should be
to an instrument which is to be withdrawn for another in
which Cdsissimum would appear after; and theu
cellencies cannol make the alteration without thej are
authorized so to do by such a warrant. All this ifi to be
understood in case the French will consent to the alteration.

'To-morrow my Lords Ambassadors wilt-confer with
those of Prance about the Act or Declaration, which we
would have of what is agreed as to the peace taking place
in the different parts of the world and accordingly I shall
be able, in my next, to give you an account of it. The
French will easily know wh.it we mean, Bince the circumstances
which as well we as Nesmond an- in are so far from I

..
i 1 1 -_r

a secret that they arc in this day's (in:>lh.

"Their Excellencies will likewise conceit the matter of
passports with the French. In this they have already de
dared that they will act with us conformably to what they
do with the Dutch : their Excellencies will therefore consult
likewise on this affair with the ministers of the State*

;

though their Excellencies, I am commanded to inform you.
will not ask for passports for particular Bhips to go <.ui

without His Majesty's order for their so doing signified by
the Secretary of State or by yourself, their Excellencies not
presuming to judge if it be necessary or reasonable that Buch
ships should have passports. As to uhai regards a passport
for Sir Lambert Blackwell [envoy to Tuscany], their Ex-
cellencies think he cannot have a better pass to go through
France (the peace heing made) than the commission with
which His Majesty honours him : they will, however, men-
tion his going to the French Ambassador to-morrow

: the
like may he said as. to passes for any particular person ; the

King's subjects having liberty to Lfo. come or stay in the
French dominions by virtue of the 5th Article." you.

(X. 380.)

M attiikw Pmob to William Blathwayt.
1697. Oct. 9. [N.S.] Bague. "The Mediator asked the

French this morning in the name of my Lords Ambas-
sadors for such an Act or Declaration as you mentioned in

yours of the 5th [sic], hut the French alleged that they could
not consent to the giving it

: that they had written to the
King their Master of the agreement made last Saturday a- to

the times of the peace taking place, and did no way doubt
of his being willing to confirm it by his approbation; hut

they thought they could not found a public Act upon it till

they were assured that he had actually consented to it.

'They have agreed to the giving general passes in blank
to be tilled up by US for what part of the world and in what
number we think proper: accordingly they have written to

Court for such passports. These passports, Sir. doe- in a

manner prevent out insisting upon this Ait. and even render-
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our having it useless. They desire reciprocally like blank passes

from His Majesty, in order to which, if you please to draw
up the form cf a pass such as His Majesty shall approve, and
think it proper that a certain number of them should be printed

here, I shall take care that it be done, and shall return them
back for His Majesty's signing, that we may have them
ready on our side as the French will have them on theirs.

" They have consented that we may (as an act of own)
insert Serenissimus in the Brandenbourg Article of the in-

strument to be ratified, and since you let their Excellencies

know by yours to me of the 7th (which I had the honour
to receive this morning) that His Majesty will gratify the

Elector in this point, it only remains that you send a warrant

to enable our making this alteration in the instrument which
we expect from England. I begin to despair of its coming
in time, unless they have taken care on the other side to send

it to some port of Flanders. The Mediator told their Ex-
cellencies this morning that the French had made some
difficulty of receiving our pleinpouvoirs, since the King of

England does therein style himself King of France. The
Mediator told them that the pleinpouvoirs being only added
after the ratification, it was properly an act of the King to

his own subjects, and was no part of the Treaty : with this

they are or seem to be satisfied ; but their raising this ob-

jection, Sir, makes me believe that they will not consent

to His Majesty styling himself King of France in the form
of the ratification at the beginning, unless there be a very

late and clear precedent for it, according to which you will

be pleased to regulate the ratification which you sent us.

Their Excellencies have agreed with the French on an Act
for the freedom of fishery of all kinds and in all places, as the

Dutch had likewise done.
'

' As soon as this Act is signed, a copy of it shall be sent

into England and to yourself. The French have agreed

to give Sir Lambert Blackwell a recommendation to the first

French frontier town, thinking a passport unnecessary, and
not doubting but that the King of England's pass is sufficient."

Copy. (X. 385-8.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

1697, Oct. 10. [N.S.] Hague.—"I have this evening

received the ratification, and laid your letter of yesterday

before their Excellencies, who will according to His Majesty's

orders confer with the Pensioner and ministers of the States,

and proceed conjointly with them in what regards France's

ratifying with Spain before their Excellencies proceed to

exchange our ratification. Their Excellencies insert Serenis-

simum, and are satisfied with the way you propose of doing

the like in the instrument which is to come from England.
" I can now explain what I wrote to you last night about

passports which the French would give. A. is, you see, Sir,
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for ships to go and return bo and from anv place what-
ever ; B. to go ami oome to and from France only. The
French have positively promised passports according to the
form B., and i hey iliink they .-hall have the more general
ones according to the form A. Their Excellencies think n

necessary thai we should be provided with passes to excl
with the French according to the form which they may
receive. You will be pleased, therefore, to send us two forme
parallel to these (,is His Majesty may approve), which shall

be printed here, and their Excellencies will return th.it form
which shall he made use of, in order to its being signed by
His Majesty." Copy. (X. 389.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

1697, Oct. 1-11. Hague.—"We are jusl now re-

turned from Ryswick. The French had the ratification

ready engrossed, sealed with their Greal Seal in a silver box
in ample form, as we had ours signed and sealed with the
Signet in the manner you sent it. These instruments are
by consent of each party left in the Mediator's hand till we
receive ours under the Great Seal from England Id exchange
with them, and the ratification is reckoned from this day to

be good and valid. The French had also the Separate
Article engrossed and ratified and sealed in as ample form
as the Treaty: they expect we should have the like to ©x
change with them, though their Excellencies at tin- signing
of the Treaty were given to understand that this article

was not to be ratified. Their Excellencies desired, then-fore.

that you would be pleased to gel this article ratified under
the Signet as the Treaty was. and that you will despatch for

England a copy of it with a warrant that it should he ratified

under the Great Seal. Their Excellencies desire that under
the Signet to be returned as soon as possible. Both the

Treaty and the Separate Article of the French bore date the

same day : I know not if you will think it necessary that ours
should do so likewise. Before the ratifications were put

into the .Mediator's hands, the French produced the ratili

cation which they will make with Spain, and they declared
in the presence of the Mediator, the English and Dutch
Embassy, that they were ready to exchange ii with the

Spaniards as soon as theirs came from Madrid, with which
the Spaniards declared that they were satisfied."

Postscript.—"The French received our ratification without

making any exception to His Majesty's title as King of

France. I this moment see the messenger, who tells me the

ratification is come from England and forwarded to \mi,"
(X. 391.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1697, Oct. 11. [N.S.] Loo. -With regard to the diffi-

culty likely to arise out of the King's title. His Majesty has

b—ia
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decided that search must be made for authentic precedents,

of which the most recent shall settle the matter. Enquiry

will therefore be made in all the offices in England.
'

' The

Trench themselves can more readily help us by a sight of

the originals which they have in their hands, there having

been ratifications of treaties delivered to them as well during

the reign of the late King James as of King Charles II.
'

' There is indeed no dependence upon their printed books
;

but if you please to examine the last Recueil des Traites de

Paix, printed by Leers at Rotterdam, pages 4, 12 and 26,

Volume the 5th, you will find the title of France there omitted

in our instruments ; from whence you will further infer that

the pleinpouvoirs and the instrument of ratification ought to

agree as being both delivered over to the French, as indeed

the full powers delivered to them by the Mediator and the

form of the ratification sent by their Excellencies do, so that

it could not be expected any alteration should be made here."

Signed. (III. 100.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1697, Oct. 2-12, "near ten at night." Dieren.—" We
have this instant received the ratification of the Peace

from England. His Majesty has immediately signed it, and

commanded me to send it, as I now do, to their Excellencies

the Lords Ambassadors, that it may be exchanged as in-

tended." Signed. (III. 88.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

1697, Oct. 4-14. Hague.
—"I told you in my last

that I thought the difficulty which we apprehended as to His

Majesty's styling himself King of France was over, the

French having without any objection collationed and put

into the Mediator's hand the Treaty with the ratification as

you sent it signed by the Signet : but on Saturday when they

understood that the instrument under the Great Seal was

come from England, they informed my Lords Ambassadors

by the Mediator, that they excepted against the style of Rex
Francice, and after some arguing upon that point they came
to this, that they would be satisfied, provided we declared

that we would change it, if it be found otherwise in the

ratification of the Treaty of Breda, and in other treaties made
since. Their Excellencies are very willing to oblige them-

selves to stand by the example of Breda, as they have done

likewise in the point of language, but do not think it proper

1 i > consent to such loose terms as and treaties made since import,

for that they do not know but that the style of Rex Francice

may possibly have been omitted in those negligent times

when France had but too much influence upon our negotia-

nt. ns. The treaty made with France in 1672 against

Holland is in French, and probably the ratification may be
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in the same Language, and if so. the King may be mentioned
Roy de In Grande Bretagne with an el cetera; nor are we
sure that either iii the treaty of commerce in I'iTT or that
of neutrality for America in L686 the style may have been
carefully observed, we only having the body of these treaties

by us, but neither the preambles nor ratification, nor do
their Excellencies know uh.it secret treaty Kmg .lame, may
have made with France, or with what omission, novelty, <>r

irregularity of style: these are the considerations which
oblige my Lords Ambassadors to rely upon the precedent

of Breda, rather than consent to the clause ana of '//"/

treaties made since, which lenders the thing more rague and
uncertain. The Mediator has been with tin- French to-day
to try to bring them off, but as yet without an\ sue, ess. and
in this state the matter is at present. 'Their Excellencies

have resolved to desire a conference with the French in the
presence of the Ambassadors of the States and of the
Mediator, of which in my next I shall send you the result."

" On Sunday night we had the ratification under the

Great Seal, and this morning my Lord Portland did me the

honour to give me yours of the 13th with the Separate
Article."

Postscript.—"The business of passports is, you see, Sir,

at a stand till we can get over this rub." Cop//. (X. .'{'.14.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1697, Oct. 15. [N.S.] Dieren.—Enclosing instructions to their

Excellencies, by which "you see the medium that is taken

between what the French offered and what their Excellencies

would accept of. 1 hope it will happen to be all one, and
that a speedy end will be put to the occasion of such diffi-

culties.
" Pray give notice, when the ratifications are exchanged,

to all our ministers abroad, as the knowledge of it may be

of use to them."
[The instructions referred to are printed in Prior's History

of his own Time (ed. 174<t). vol. L, pp. 36-7.] (III. 105.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

1697, Oct. 16. [N.S.] Hague.
—"My Lords Ambae

sadors have this morning regulated the difficulty about the

title of /»'<.< Francice with those oi France in what manner
you see by the Act which 1 send you enclosed

According to this agreement I wenl as I was commanded
by their Excellencies to collation our Treaty with thai under

the French Great Seal, with the Secretary of the Mediation

and one of the French Embassy. Theirs was right in all

except that in the 8th Article concerning Hudson's Bay
there was a blank left as well for the place, in Urbi Londim,

as for the time of meeting, trium mensium, as the time oi
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their finishing sex mensium, for which reason I did not ex-

change it to-night, but left the instrument in the hand of the

Mediator, and took back that under the Signet, as that of

the French is likewise left, the Secretary returning to have

his superior orders, which he is to bring back to-morrow

morning. The thing being already agreed between my
Lords Ambassadors and the French, I presume most cer-

tainly there will be no more difficulty in it.

'

' I shall obey your order in giving notice to our ministers

abroad when the ratifications are exchanged. The French

desire passports for the ships of which the enclosed contains

the names, and are willing to give us passports for as many
until their Excellencies and the French Ambassadors agree

about giving passports in general.
" The publication of the Peace will be here and at Paris

on Monday next. We are under no obligation as to the time,

but it is to be supposed that it should be done as soon as may
conveniently. His Majesty will be pleased to write hereupon

to the Lords Justices.
'

' I have told you that my Lords Ambassadors had agreed

that the time for hostilities ceasing was twelve days after

the signing, that is, after the 20th past, and so on, for places

further distant, as specified in the 10th Article. The French
Ambassadors have notice from Paris that the King their

Master has approved of this agreement, and we expect an
authentic Act of this from them before Friday." Copy.

(X. 401.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Albemarle.

1697, Oct, 17 [N.S.] Hague.—" Je viens de faire

l'echange de nos ratifications
;

j'aurois souhaite de mettre

moimeme celle de la France aux pieds de Sa Majeste, mais

mes superieurs en ont autrement ordonne. Je suis heureux
si le tout s'est fait a la satisfaction et au plaisir de notre

auguste Maitre, car les deux choses au monde que j'ambitionne

le plus, ce sont de pouvoir toujours travailler pour la gloire

du Roi et de temoigner a Milord d'Albemarle que je lui serai

toute ma vie redevable des faveurs dont il a eu la bonte de

m'honorer." Copy. (X. 406.)

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

1697, Oct. 22. [N.S.] Hague.—The messenger Mr. Thomas
came hither this afternoon with the Separate Article

ratified, and went forward with it immediately for Loo. I

hope you have received mine of the 8-1 8th, by which I told

you I had exchanged the ratification of the Treaty. Mr.
Blathwayt tells me in a letter of the 17th that he has written

His Majesty's pleasure hereupon to their Excellencies the

Lords Justices as to its being proclaimed and published.

Sir William Trumbull likewise receives by mine of the 18th

the original Act by which the Peace takes place immediately
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from the day of the Bigning, which you will judge neoi
to be made publio. It \\a^ not made bo prevent the barm
thai might otherwise arise From the omi sion ol the teoond
date in the loth Artiole oi the oopy I brought over, viz

six weeks from th< British and Northern //<• Can of
St. Vincent

i
but it will, however, occasionally do

before you had this Act the word pub
ambiguous thai it w rallj thought to be equal I

to come after the ratification, and I believe fe* ventured
to understand it a> then Excellencies mj Lords Amb
have agreed it by tin- Act, and m>u il

i

| the time
i> well-nigh elapsed

; but I do uol plead this to excuse the
oversight

; the copy was indeed taken .it three in the
morning, and I hurried away with it before il was duly re-

vised and compared, though I always understood that you
would print the treaty from the copy which Bhould oome
authentically from Loo, and I meant this hasty draught for

the curiosity only of my Lords and myself. I am glad t he-

last edition lias corrected this error; nobody can be more
ooncerned at its having happened than myself.

'The French expect daily general passports from their
Court which we shall !» ready to exchange with them;
and I shall send you to he distributed to ships as you maj
judge necessary the Acl we think sufficient for all ships in

these seas where the Peace is or will very Boon !><• known."
Copy. (X. 412.)

Matthew Prior to William I'.laiiiw wi.

1697, Oct. 13-23. Hague.—"'When my Lords give the
French the passports, they will require an equal number
for us; I snail then see what can !" done for the Turkey
merchants which Mr. Dean Smith solicits for. The French
Ambassadors say lh<-ir general passports are not yet oome:
till we see exactly the form of them, my Lord Ambassador
Williamson is of opinion we cannot Bend you the form ol

those we beg Bis .Majesty to Bign. Others are not of Sir

Joseph's opinion, but those that will have a maypole [sic]

shall have one. We shall trouble you once more about this

matter of passports, and then I hope we have done."
Copy. (X. 415.)

Memoir delivered by .Mviimu Pbiob to the 8» ft] i \kv

of the hi BSD \n Ami: UBS \ IS.

1697, Oct. 24. [N.S.] Hague. Referring to the com-
mercial privi canted m tin- tii I Queen Elisabeth

by His Ozarish Majesty John Basiliwioh ami continued by
successive Czars to the English nation for more than a

century, donee malignitas temporum et infaueta '"Hi

impedivit An<//<>.s quominus fruerentur foederibus istis a

which privileges, now that amity i- restored between the
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two nations, it is hoped may be renewed and extended so as

to authorize the importation of tobacco into the Czar's

dominions. Latin. Draft. (XVII., No. 36.)

Matthew Prior to [James] Vernon.

1697, Oct. 25. [N.S.] Hague.— " I hope you have mine
of the 13th to take off the fright you were in from that

of the post before. So you have seen that we have gotten

off gloriously, and nothing more to do than to thank my
Lord Chancellor's officers for their trouble, and desire them to

put their records up against the next peace. The French
passports are not yet come : the exchanging them with ours

is all, I think, we have now left to do. The Germans are

coming to, because they must : the only difficulty is about
the Palatinate, part of which, to which Madame lays claim,

the French would have sequestered till the right of possession

be determined by arbitration. May be, this is not so very

unreasonable, but as yet the Germans will not yield to it :

a day or two more will bring them a decision. You know
their method ; they let slip all help that human prudence
can dictate, and then lay their acting foolishly upon necessity.

I told you in my last^the ratification of the Separate Article

was gone to Loo ; we^have it not back again as yet, but shall

have it, I believe, to-morrow." Copy. (X. 416.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

1697, Oct. 26. [N.S.] Hague.— " I am commanded by
my Lords Ambassadors to tell you that the Duchess of

Nemours would have entered her protest against His Majesty

being possessed of the Principality of Orange, but the

Mediator refused to receive it, the Peace being signed and
ratified. The Separate Article is long coming. Mr. Swinfurt

gives you an account how far we are got in our Muscovite

negotiation ; so you are no further troubled with me at

present than to direct me in this form of the passport."

Copy. (X. 419.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1697, Oct. 18-28. Loo.
—"This is occasioned by a

very great emergency that has surprised the King this

morning. M. le Baron Goertz, plenipotentiary of the Land-
grave of Hesse Cassel, has acquainted His Majesty with the

unreasonable demands of the French relating to the fortress

of Rhinfels, the particulars whereof will be explained by Mm
to their Excellencies our Ambassadors, whom His Majesty

commands to use their utmost endeavours by the most
proper ways and means to bring the French to desist from
this pretension, which is not only injurious to the said Land-
grave but highly prejudicial to the safety of Germany and to

the common cause." Signed. (HI 107.)
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Matthew Priob bo Sib William Tbi ubi u.
1697, Oct. 29. |\.s.|, 10 at night. Ryi wi< I, Hou i .

My Masters being stilJ within at conference, I can tell yon
no more of \\ hat the French are doing v. it b oui I

t nan that, 1 hear, i bings are dran ing towai i

except the business of Rinfeildt \sic], which unluckily
intervenes, be <>l consequent li to hinder the signing
to-morrow. Their Excellent order
t<> interpose as much as pOE ible iii tin' Lai i.. ill,

lint the secret of the business is that tin- Inn cold
enough as to what regards tin- Prince's into nd would
risk this place's falling • daj mi- the French hands, pro-
vided they could establish it at present in a Pap tfons.

de Vehlen, Ambassador from the Elector Palatine, has had
ability enough to compose his master's difference with the
French ministers underhand, whilst we were .ill

above board in sustaining that Prince's Interest : hut. (..,.1

be thanked, we have dour our own business, and are much
more easily satisfied with this mini iation in the
dark a month after the peace than with La Tour'.- a y<a i- before
it. 1 hope by next post to give you some satisfactory account
of our proceedings, Thursday being the last day for the
Germans coining in, which, it they have anj sense, thej will

not let slip.

The Separate Article under the Broad Seal came from
Loo last night; I shall exchange it to-morrow lor that of

the French, which lies in the Mediator's hand.-.

"I shall likewise have French passports by next post,

ours being come from Loo, at least twenty of them, with
which we may begin to exchange.

"You will pardon the incoherence of a letter written in

the middle of a crowd." Copy. (X. 121.)

• Matthew Pbiob to William Blathwayt.

1697, [Oct.] 30. [N.S.] Hague.— "
I am just now com-

manded to mention to you a point ol great consequence

:

the French in all the reunions they give back will have it

stipulated that the Roman Catholic religion shall he kept

and preserved as in tin- state it now is, and that it ,iu\ pi

shall endeavour to change or innovate in tin- point, he shall

not have a benefit of the Peace now to he signed. Their

Excellencies are this moment going to Ryswick to inter]

as much as possible in this affair."

Postscript, "
I am to add a word to m\ letter on m\ own

behalf] and I hope you will think I request a thing reasonable.

By a letter from you to the Pensioner In Hi- M tjestj 's name.
dated the 16th of June, 1694, I was recommended to the

States as His Majesty's Secretary, and have ever Binoe been
used by them with all kindness: Hi'' favour I d< you
is to move His Majesty that you may bj his order writ

like Letter t<> the Pensioner <>r President ol the week, when
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His Majesty pleases that I should leave Holland, that I may
have occasion to take my leave and thank them for their

favours ; which is but just to go off as I came on, and
would let the States see 1 was not wholly forgotten by my
Master, and entitle me to a medal." Copy. (X. 425.)

Matthew Prior to William Blathwayt.

1697, Oct. 31. [N.S.] Hague.—" My Lord Jersey has

just now the news of the Peace being signed this morning

between one and two by the Emperor and all the Catholic

Princes of the Empire : the Protestants refused to sign,

but have time allowed them to come in till the exchange of

the ratification, which is six weeks. The French declare

that they shall all enjoy the benefit of the Peace, but those

that shall not sign in the time prescribed shall be looked

upon as enemies to France, and that Brandenbourg shall not

have the benefit of the inclusive Article in our Treaty.
6

' Some time before the Peace was signed the Mediator

withdrew leaving a Declaration in the hand of their [sic]

secretary, that there being some things in this Peace contrary

to that of Westphalia, whereof his master was a guarantee,

they could not consent to the signing it. This Declaration

was delivered in as soon as the parties had signed." Copy.

(X. 428.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

1697, Nov. 1. [N.S.] Hague.—" My Lord Jersey tells

me he writes to you, so you will excuse my sending any
politics, though this post affords matter enough of obser-

vation. Our good friends, the Emperor and the Elector

Palatine, could no longer conceal their concern for Catholicism,

and seven hundred Protestant churches are sacrificed as a

victim to a peace ill made for Germany. The Protestant

Princes will come in within the time prescribed, but it will

be a long time before they forget the proceedings that obliged

them to it, et adhue mea vulnera restant, whenever they shall

come to speak in a free Diet, or have power to show the

House of Austria their resentment. I am got insensibly

into my reflections, though I promised not to trouble you
with them." Copy. (X. 430.)

Matthew Prior to Sir William Trumbull.

1697, Nov. 5. [N.S.] Hague.—" My Lord Jersey took

his leave of the States on Saturday, and is gone to

Zuylesteyn to wait on His Majesty. I have order to take

my leave, and I hope I shall wait on you when the King comes

over. The yachts are arrived : Sir Clouesly and Admiral

Benbow are both here : how good a convoy the King is likely

to have in time of peace, and how hard it was for him to get

any whilst the war lasted ! We expect the King here on



185

Thursday, and 1 believe he will only wail the change ol wind.
for everything here is ready for his signing.

" The public rejoicing is to be to morrow a great firework
is preparing for that purpose." Copy. (X. 133

Matthew Priob bo Visooi m Townshi

[1697,] Nov. 5. [N.S.] Eague. \\ "h.n a ouj ed thing,
my Lord, is this! a secretary to be writing till midnight
without having time to say one word to those whom he
respects most or loves best. No matter; I shall see you
within this fortnight, and in thai thought adieu all the
melancholy reflections that can be inspired \>\ a huge bundle
of papers without any method, or an ambassador without
anything but mel hod !

" ' Who would ' (says Dryden) ' think I Ins draught of life

Blended with bitter woes and tedious Btrife,

But that an angel in sonic lucky hour
Does healing drops into the goblet pour \

When wearied I would spill the baleful cup,
Some sparkling bubble of delight springs up.

My Sovereign or my friend was heard to tell

1 served him faithfully, or loved him well
;

Then easy hope deceives my flattered taste,

One joy atones ten thousand evils past ;

New scenes of thought I from this model frame,
Consent to live that I my part may claim
In Townshend's friendship or in William - fame.'

"I bronche [sic. i.e., stumble], i" faith, and can no more
rise in poetry than B .... in prose. I hope the Hoop in

Fish Street will give me sonic spirits, and cure an ill habit

of mind contracted by a thick air of conversation. Dr.

Sherrard, you know, said I had no need of anti scorbutics

to help my eyes: may be he will think I have n<> occasion
for good company to cure my ideas. I'll try so good a dose
of it by his favour as soon as I get I" England a- maj set me
right for a year or two at least. In the meantime I thank
you for Dr. English's letter to me and will not say one word
how very much 1 love you. or which is rarer, how very much
you deserve to he loved, till I see you. .!///<< I> : fac rm ames.

Vale!" Copy. (X. 435.)

The Marquis ok Winchesteb to Mmiiii.w Prior.

1697, Dec. 7 [-17]. [Dublin Castle.] " 1 received

yours of the 18th past, and you talking oi coming ovei

soon made me return you no answer, .Mr. Mas telling

likewise that he lets you know all that pa

"We received .... a letter from my Lord Shrewsbury
signifying His Majesty's pleasure that you Bhould go into

France with my Lord Portland (whither I wish you i good
journey, I need not a pleasant one) and afterwards that you
will come hither." (111.110.)
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The Earl of Galway to Matthew Prior.

1697, Dec. 7-17. An Chateau de Dublin.
—" Je suis

bien fache que vous vous eloigniez encore de nous ; mais
1' occasion m'en console. Le voyage que vous allez faire

en France est pour le service du Roj^, et ne peut manquer
d'etre pour vous un sujet de satisfaction. Je vous l'y

souhaite toute entiere. Vous ne devez pas douter que nous
ne vous conservions une place, que nous esperons que vous
viendrez bientot rernplir, et qui ne sauroit etre remplie plus

dignement. Si le retour dependoit de vous, je vous ex-
horterois a le hater ; mais je me contente de souhaiter qu'il

ne differe pas trop longtems le plaisir que je me feray de
vous pouvoir dire que je suis sincerement, etc." Signed.

Endorsed by Prior.—" Ld. Gallway, Dec. 7, 1697, by which
he consents to my going into France." (III. 111.)

The Marquis of Winchester to Matthew Prior.

1697 [-8], Dec. 28 [-Jan. 7.]—I "was very sorry to hear
how the sessions began, but am glad to find by yours that the

honest country gentlemen, who were the dupes to the Jacobites
and violent men, begin to be a little undeceived, and that at

least what you name will be kept on foot for our security
;

for I own in my poor opinion I cannot think this Peace looks

very lasting, though I heartily wish I may be deceived. I

have no particular commission to desire of you, but shall

be glad to hear how you find matters in France." (III. 113.)

H. May to Matthew Prior.

1697-8, Jan. 1[-11]. Dublin Castle.
—

" I account the honour
of your friendship no small part of the advantage that has
accrued to me by the post I now serve in, and shall always
use my best endeavours to preserve it.

" I send you enclosed an account of what the fees of your
office have amounted to each month since my being here,

as Mr. Padmer, who has been always trusted in that matter,

has from time to time made it to me. I do not question but
it is very different from some relations you may have had of

it, that is less, for I do believe the fees have generally come
to much more, for which I can find but two reasons. One is

the great reducement that has been made by the present
Lords Justices therein, especially the military part, which
used to be the most beneficial ; and the other is the strictness

of the Government for the appearance of officers at musters,
the fees of their dispensation on those occasions having formerly
made a considerable part of the profits of the office.

" What I have further to observe to you in this matter is

that besides the fees it has been often (I won't say always)
customary to receive money for despatch, as they call it, or

a sort of gratification, for the want of which I am pretty sure

people's affairs have been sometimes delayed ; insomuch
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that for some time after our arrival Boarce anj one brought
a paper of any consequence without some guineas moi
less, which would have come to a great deal in fche jreai I

can affirm I never received a farthing of anj one, nor has there
to my knowledge been anj more received in this office than
the allowed fees, of which the enclosed is the account
and above the clerk's share.

"You will be pleased to make use of what I have Baid onlj
for your own information, Eor it would aol become me to
criminate them thai ha re gone before me, nor can n I am sure
be your intent." (LV. 1.)

The Earl of Galway to Mmiiii.w Pbiob

1697-8, Jan. 4 [-14]. Dublin Castle The as urance you
give me that your stay in France oughl to be a \<-\\ short
one gives me pleasure, and I pray you to make me find it still

shorter by giving me somet imes news of yourself and ol affairs.

What you told me before you left Kngland points to a sui

more complete than could be expected. Particularly I think
you for the paper on "A Standing Army," in which this
subject is very clearly treated. Whoever is the author, I

esteem him and I love him ; I praj you to assure him of it.

if you know him. French. Signed. (IV. 2.)

Endorsed by Prior :
—" Ans. the 9 Ap. 16!>s

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

[1697-8, Jan. 9[-19]. Endorsed.]—"} believe my Lord
Pembroke spoke to you that it is necessary you take with
you the lists of the French Protestants who are prisoners in

France. He thinks you have several of them, as well those
sent by my Lord Galway as others. My Lord Portland intends
to do what he can towards procuring their liberty." (IV. &.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1697-8, Jan. L4[-24]. Whitehall. " ] have your letter

from Dover and hope shortly to hear of your arrival at Calais,

and how Mr. Berkenhead hath complimented you.
'Though you will not frighten the French with our

standing army, yet you may assure them that by our
disbanding we have steadfast purposes to preserve il

I

and if they have not the same, it will be but fair in them in

let us know it before we proceed much further. We are not

in such haste to disarm but you will have time enough to

enquire what they intend on that side." (IV.

James Vernon to [? the Rarl of Portland],

1697-8, Feb. 1[-11].—"] am commanded to send 5four

Excellency the enclosed copies of papers that were laid

before His Majesty last night at the oabinet council- two
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of these are in behalf of poor French Protestants who were
taken at sea and in danger of being sent to the galleys.

His Majesty would have your Excellency give them what
assistance you can towards their being set at liberty : to that

end I send you a list of such prisoners as we have in

Newgate whom His Majesty is willing to release if the like

favour may be shown to these persons and some others under
their circumstances. As to Tessier, who was taken on board
a Portuguese ship, I have orders to speak to the Portugal Envoy
that he should use his endeavours to get him released, since

their protection was violated by the seizure.

" There is likewise a letter from Sir Paul Ricaut concerning

a Hamburger who has been seized at Brest in revenge for

the putting Captain Vaughan, since condemned for piracy,

into our hands. Their circumstances are so different that

His Majesty hopes you may prevail to prevent his being

otherwise dealt with than as his innocence and case deserves.
'' By the letter from Mr. Methuen, the Envoy at Portugal,

Your Excellency will observe that a ship taken from the

French hath been stopped there to show them their

unreasonableness in not releasing a boat of ours when there

was the same justice for it ; however, His Majesty sends his

orders to Mr. Methuen that he detain the ship no longer, as

being willing rather to give the example how he intends to

observe the Treaty ; and though not only the French privateer

but the Ambassador himself at Lisbon were failing on their

part, yet His Majesty does not doubt but their behaviour
will be disowned, and that satisfaction shall be given for the

boat belonging to the Cambridge which was so unfairly carried

off. and His Majesty the rather inclines to believe it, since

Sir Joseph Williamson sent over by the last post an order

from the Court of France for restoring all English ships that

had been taken since the 2nd of October and brought into

the ports of Dunkirk and Calais.
" We have had a very busy week in this office by the

multitude of petitioners who sue for leave to stay in

England for avoiding the penalty of the late Act, some of

which have been refused, but most granted where their

circumstances and behaviour and in certain cases the solici-

tations of others pleaded for them. Those who are denied
are getting away as fast as they can, and some are doing so

who never asked for leave, as the Earl of Ailesbury, and, as

they say, Oglethorp and his wife. This law will cause a
great dispersion among them, and few will venture the being

taken up. Lord Montgomery went away yesterday ; Lord
Ailesbury, who went away the day before, had his lodgings

searched somewhere in Kent by some who said they had a
warrant for to take up the Lord Montgomery. I suppose it

must have been procured by those who were his bail and
think they shall be left to answer their recognizance upon
his going away.



I,VI

"We have a report lien- as if Earrison, the |>ii«

lately come over, and some saj he is in one place othei
another. 1 believe it may !><• no difficult thing for Your
Excellency to be satisfied whether he be in France or not,
otherwise one may have ;ui endless trouble and alarm to

look after him to no purpose it be mould be ime time
in his convent.
"I asked Mr. Montague lately whether they bad taken

into consideration the protocol aboul what was to be paid
to the late Queen ; he said thej had it before them, bu1 knew
not well what they could say to it." (IV. 6.)

Jamks \'i:i;\i.\ to Mattiikw I'kior.

1697-8, Feh. 2[ 12].—" I am sorry yon bave had -o ill a

seasoning in that country, and should bave been more
cerned but that I heard at the same time you were in a way
of recovery.

"I am satisfied the messengers must !><• useless to you it'

no way be found to help them to money, and I don't know
how you can have your letters conveyed without them, unless

the packets are left to he opened at discretion. I have the
King's orders to write to the Treasury that each of them
have 100/. given him on account, but they are apt to say it

is easier to direct the payment of money than to find it. I

suppose Kenge will hardly think of returning mile;-; be get it.

I hope the care taken to shew how welcome yon are may
be improved further than to 1 he dislodging of Berkenhead
from Calais. If you leave King James at St. Germains, all

the rest is but complimenl. We hear Berkenhead hath
cheated the postmaster at Calais at play, and that In- i- gone
from there on that account." (IV. 7.)

R[lOHARO] POWYS to MviTIIKW PRIOR.

1697-8, Feb. 4[-14]. Whitehall. - "
I made it my endeavour

to have seen you before you went for France, but was tiol 30

happy, though I left word with .Mrs. Prior where to send foi

me all the day before you went, intending to have got you t"

have signed a blank indenture tor your plate, without which

I cannot get it out of the Jewel Office : and qo post being

settled between England and France, I knew not how to send

till I heard from you.

"I find this cold weather has been a little too sharp for

your thin body, and am glad you are (as you write mi- word)

pretty well over it.

"I doubt not but you have heard from Mr Stepney

you left England." "(VIII. 259.)

Matthew Priok to the K.yrl of Jersey.

1697-8, Feb. 4 [-14J. Paris. " When I lasl wrote to Youi

Lordship I was really at deaths door. I.nt not liking much
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the prospect I made all imaginable haste to return, and may, I

hope, stay longer in the land of the living. My Lord [Portland]

has had two audiences in particular at Versailles, and exter-

nally these people are very kind to us ; their not hastening

to disband in general, and their only reforming the English

and Irish troops makes one think they are not so good friends

with us as they would have us imagine. The whole nation

is so in a military state that it cannot subsist without its

continuing so still, the gentlemen are ruined if they cease to

be officers, and it is impossible for the common people to be

brought in some years or with small difficulty to tillage or

manufacture : if I join to this the blind bigotry they have

for the Papist religion, and the notion which the people have

that King James has lost his crowns merely for religion's sake,

I shall conclude that sooner or later we shall be attacked

from hence, and that some standing force in England is no

very impertinent thing ; but what we cannot help we must

surfer. Plays, masques, and operas are as much thronged as

ever ; the
* people of quality are mighty expensive ;

the

partisans and jermiers have all the money in their own hands,

which they must lend the King, and can make no other use

of it. He is getting it as fast as he can into his own coffers,

and will then lower the value of it and repay them at leisure,

thinking no further at present than to get the money which

he needs ; and for the rest, as much as one may judge of

things by their appearance, poverty and misery are very

much, even at Paris. I believe our show day cannot be yet

this fortnight ; trappings for all our beasts of four and of two

legs will not be ready sooner. In the meantime I have little

more to do than to make a leg thrice a day for my chocolate,

II iv dinner and my supper, and run about the rest of my time

as fast as two lean nags can carry me like Bartholomew Coates

to gape or to buy, and pay my respects to rare company,

monks, poets, tailors, academicians, nuns, seamstresses,

booksellers and players." Copy. (XI. 1-3).

The Earl of Dorset to Matthew Prior.

[1697-8,] Feb. 7[-17].
—

" This gentleman, the bearer, who
earnestly desires to be recommended to your acquaintance,

is a man of a good estate, good sense, and excellent

principles ; and I am sure you will like his conversation better

than that of most of your fellow travellers.

" I have escaped the grief and trouble your sickness would

have given me by hearing of your recovery at the same time.

I desire no other news but the confirmation of this, for the

health and happiness of a friend that I love and esteem so

much shall always concern me more than any public affairs,

and equal at least to my own private ones, for I am and always

will be, dear Matt, your affectionate and most humble

servant." (IV. 9.)
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M xii'MKw Pimoi: to Lord Lexington.
1698, Feb. is. [N.S.] Paris. "] bhoughl I mighl have

waited Your Lordship's coming to London, and there have
told you viva vo& thai nobody could be gladder of your
safe return than myself, l»ui higher powers have ordered

otherwise, so 1 send this letter in my stead to you. m\
Lord and Master, as a c < o 1 1 1 1 \ sends an addregs. to the King,

to welcome you from your foreign expeditions, and to tell

you I Btand by you with my life and fortune. The latter

is all in the Treasury and amounts to twelve hundred pound-,

when 1 can get it
;

and I thoughl a violent cold some days
since might have fairly cased me of the former, bul all, I hope,

is growing well again. I wish Your Lordship or the fair

Secretary would command me to do anything for you here,

for by that means I should hear how you do; and this, loo,

is to usher in a request of my own. Two friends of mine.

Mr. Deputy Secretary of Scotland (Pringle) and Dm 'lor

English, solicit me to get a third friend of their-, to be governor

to your nephew. 1 can only say that of the two friends I

name 1 take Doctor English to bo as competent a. indue of

the qualifications necessary for a governor as any man alive,

and he recommends this gentleman with ureal assurances

of his being worthy the employment. Pringle is a good
ingenious man and knows hooks and things, and he is

likewise very earnest that I use my interest with Your
Lordship in this gentleman's behalf, which I would not do hut

that upon all the character I have heard of this gentleman it

will be a service to Your Lordship's family to take him. so

1 most humbly beg leave for this boldness.

"There is little stirring here, the King is at his prayers

at Versailles, and all the rest of the world at the plays and

operas here. The whole kingdom is poor, and all the wealth

of it in the hands of partisans and fermiers here, who have
drained the people, and are in their Turn to he squeezed by
the (lovernment But considering the state of this monarchy
as to its military part, and J am afraid we are a little too

hasty in voting down so very precipitately our army. You
will pardon this medley of a letter. I write to you as I would
talk to you, and I wish I was to do that oon." Copy. (XI. 3 6).

Matthew Prior to James Vernon

1697-S, Feb. IS [N.S.]. Paris.—" The reason von have not

heard sooner from me is that my Lord [Portland] deferred to

send an express till he had obtained a second audience oi

the King of France. He lets His Majesty know the effects

of it in His Majesty's letters. I may venture to say to you
that it has not been wit b all 1 he success we could have, wished.

and I believe we shall wait His Majesty's answer to the

despatches we now xend before we proceed t" have any other

audiences public or private. King James's two troop ol

guards are broke, which is all the news I know."
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" I think of all [the] people mentioned in our proclamations

we have only the Duke of Berwick, Berkeley, Harrison the

priest, Goodman and Berkenhead. I wish I were furnished

with the trials or other authentic accusations of these people,

that upon mentioning any of them I may be sure of what we
nave against them, the greatest exactness being requisite

on our side as to matter of proof, when we complain of these

people being harboured here." Copy. (XI. 6.)

Matthew Prior to Charles Montague.

[1697-8, Feb. 18. N.S. Paris.]—" It is a shame that I have
not writ to you, but I have been dving, but as matters stand
at present with me, I think I may hold out some years

longer, at least I am trying how far patience and posset drink

will contribute towards it. I promised to give you some
account of the state of things here, and I think it may be done
in one word, that the whole money of this nation is at Paris

in the hands of the partisans and fermiers, from whom it must
necessarily come into the King's, since they can dispose of

their money no otherwise whilst the louis (Tor is at 14 livres ;

and he will keep it so till he has got all the money he can,

frightening the people every week with the report of its

falling, so that it is better for particular men to trust the

Government and make what advantage they can of their

money, than let it lie dead by them (for all traffic and
merchandise is quite lost), whilst they fear they may lose one
or two, or indeed three livres to bring it to the ancient

standard, in 14. The Court, too, having all places and advan-
tages to bestow, and everybody being noted as, according

to their condition, they bring in their money, and bailiages

and intendantships bestowed, whereby those who lend to the

King are enabled to recover themselves by robbing the

people, every man is obliged to swim with the stream and
contribute to ruin the public in his own defence. This in their

good humour themost sensible of them do not stick to confess

;

and even some Marechals of France, whom I have had the

honour to be with, have said openly enough how happy a

people we were who were governed by established laws and
taxed by our own consent.

' The common people of this nation have a strange venera-
tion for their King : it is certain he might have the last penny
of them, as well by their inclinations as his power pour la

gloire : but the people of quality hate him to hell, and (as the

BVench do things always to excess) there is nothing so

extravagant as their expressions in this kind in an auberge

overnight, though they dare as well be hanged as not rise

at five the next morning to be at Versailles by eight.
" The monarch as to his health is lusty enough, his upper

teeth are out, so he speaks a little like old Manard, and picks

and shows his under teeth [with] a good deal of affectation,

being the vainest creature alive even as to the least things.
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His house at Versailles is something the foolishesl in the

world; he is strutting in every panel ami galloping over

one's head in every ceiling, and it' be turns to spil he musl

see himself in person <>r his Vicegerenl the Sun with sufficit

orbi, or nee pluribus impar. I verity believe thai there are of

him statues, busts, lias -reliefs and pictures above two hundred
in the house and gardens.

"My Lord Ambassador lias not had ye1 his g$blic audience,

he has had two In particular, and I hope the effeel ol them
will be to have the good folks at St. (Jermains removed a

little further, hut we make a secret of this, for it were better

to have it thought that we never attempted it than thai \\<-

miscarried in the attaining it." Copy. (XI. 16-19.)

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

[1697-8, Feb. 22. N.S. Paris].
—

" I send you enclosed a lisl

of what goods Count Tallard will bring with him into England.

. His Excellency [Portland] desires your assistance

in recommending it to the officers of the Treasury and
Customs, whom it may concern, that Count Tallard may
have all imaginable civility shown him on this occasion, as

well as to the opening of his goods as to the customs to be

paid for their entry, His Excellency having been treated here

in every thing of that nature most obligingly, and it being

convenient that we in England should be as little behind-

hand as we can in point of good manners."
"As to our own affairs, my Lord [Portland] gives a pari icular

account of them to His Majesty. We were yesterday at

Meudon, where the Court is at present. They are very civil

to us ; the King talked a good while to my Lord as soon as

he came out of his closet and saw him; he dined with the

M on seigneurs, Monsieur, and the Duke de Chartres. My
Lord stayed a part of his dinner, and then dined with th<

Marshal de Villeroy and Marshal de Boufflers."
*' Pray let me know if you receive people indifferently into

England from France, or if any straggling people that do not

come under your proclamation must have my Lord Ambassa-

dor's passport." Copy. (XI. 12-14.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1697-8, Feb. 13 [-23]. Whitehall.—" I send you what

I can recollect at present in relation to the assassination, and

for your fuller information I send you the several trials, out

of which you may collect all that was given in evidence when
those rogues were convicted ; and I have added as many •>!

their dying speeches as I could recover in so short a time;

whereby you will perceive I don't know whet tier you can so

easily satisfv others that the fact was not onlj owned but

gloried in."' (IV. 10.)
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Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

1697-8, Feb. 28. N.S. Paris.—" We have three posts from
England by the same messenger I am mighty
glad you have found the secret of making the messengers
useful to us. I confess they are very far from being so,

whilst not a man of them would stir (or could) from hence for

our letters at Calais till he was equipped with 12 or 14

lends If the business is no better done for the
future than hitherto it has been, I protest I will send them
home again.

" I have wrote to Mons. Pigault about this affair ; in short,

if the four messengers will do their duty well, we shall always
have one ready at Calais to bring our letters from thence,
which is certainly necessary ; and this I think the only way
by which we should receive our letters, considering that these

people make no scruple of opening any letters whatsoever that
come into their hands."

Postscript.—" There is a talk that the King of France has
a mind to live at St. Germains, it being his native air and
more proper for him than Versailles. This may be a fair

pretext of sending the present inhabitants of St. Germain?,
further. Things are very low with them, forty of their Irish

friends that arrived here lately did not as much as see King
James, but had each four livres only distributed to him. and
leave to go seek their fortune where she might be kinder.

Lord Melford is out of the Bedchamber, and his party entirely

in disgrace ; Lord Middleton is the hero in the farce at

present.
" I am plagued to death with messages from my Lord

Stafford, so would beg you to advise me how his circum-
stances stand, for I think he has been outlawed. He pretends
to have lived here this eighteen years without any design
than that of preserving his health, that he had a passport
from His Majesty and is not comprehended in the procla-
mation Your orders will instruct me how I am
to answer his solicitations, for His Lordship I neither can nor
will see. His Excellency [Portland] is equally vexed with him
as I am. Goodman was imprisoned for talking too loosely of

His Most Christian Majesty for having deserted his ally King
James and made the Peace. This, I hear, was the language
of St. Germains till King James cautioned them all to forbear
it." Copy. (XI. 15 and 20.)

Richard Powys to Matthew Prior.

1697-8. Feb. 19 [-March 1]. Whitehall.—" I doubt not but
you have heard how Mr. Chancellor [Montagu] has been attacked
in the House of Commons, and that he came off to our great

satisfaction with much honour. Yesterday the House of

Commons were in a committee upon the Bill against Mr.
Duncomb, and have laid a fine on him of two-thirds of his

rea] and personal estate." (VIII. 263.)
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Matthew Pkiok to the lv\i:i. OF ALBEMARLE.

[1697-8, March l. |\'.s.|. Paris. " Le Roy a beaucoup de

saiitt'- pour uu homme de soixante ans, el plus de vanite

qu'une fille de seize. On n'a qu'a voir sa maison pour

en mepriser Bouverainemenl le maitre : bas-relief, fre

tableaux, toul represents Louis Le Grand, el cela d'une maniere

si grossiere que le Czar y trouveroil a rcdire. II oe scauroil

crachei dans aucun coin de Bea appartements sans voir sa

propre figure on celle »!< son Lieuteiranl le Soleil, el Bans Be

trouver Heros el Demidieu en peinture. Le Dauphin e

peu pres notre Prince George, hormis que I'un ae baise que

la Brincesse, et l'autre routes Lea lilies de L'Opera sane

distinction. Monsieur est une petite marionette 6?une vols

cassee, qui cause beaucoup et ne dit rien. Toute la Cour

est sombre et triste ; la bigoterie et le menage y regne a uu

point que les filles a genoux disent leur Paternostre dail-

ies galeries comme dans un couvent. et Les gardea du corps,

mettant leurs amies a part, nouent des frangea comme Le8

filles en Angletorre.
" II est sur ma foy impossible de vous exprimer, my Lord, la

veneration qu'on a icy pour notre Roy et la haute est i me qu'on

fait de sa capacite. Ce qu'on dil sur ce chapitre, malgre toute La

contrainte[ouj on en est, fait un meilleur portrait dun Writable

roy que ce qui est peint pour tout Versailles el Rleudon ;
et

les veritables temoignages qu'on donne de sa grandeur a

peu pres malgre eux font un panegyrique de Sa Majeste plus

parfait que n'ont fait tons les poetes d'Angleterre.
" Le Roy Jacques et sa femme etoient dans cette ville

icy il y a huit jours. lis y partirent le meme Boir, aprea avoir

fait leurs devotions et leurs visites a Madame. Sur la mort

de l'Electeur de Hanovre on dit qu'ils sont fort triste- el

qu'ils commencent a parler assez duremenl du Hoy de France,

ce qui pourroit plus contribuer a leur eloignement de St.

Germains que toutes nos remontrances." Copy. (XI. 23-24)

to [Matthew Prior].

169[7-]8, March 1. [N.S.] Livorne.—" II y a quelque machina-

tion tramee ^t Rome par dea gens qui sous pretexte de voyagei

poussent leur desseins avec succes : n'y ayanl personne dan-

ce pais qui y veille, \u que ceux qui le devroienl faire Bonl

fort sujets a caution de ce cote La, Lea jeunea gens qui viennenl

icy et qui s'y etablissent, se corrompenl tanl dans leui

religion que dans la tidd it c envers Le Rov, e1 cela par Lea

intrigues de cette maudite race <h- moinea Anglois el [rlandoia

qui sont icy, a Rome, et a Venise. Ce sonl des chosea donl

les consequences Bont tres dangereuses, si L'on n'y prend

garde. Le monstre en question paitit il y a un moia pour

Rome, ou il doit aller prendre Bes dernterea instructions pom

de la s'aboucher avec les zeles qui sont a Venise, et puis passer

en France don ils s'embarqueronl pour Douyrea Je le

say pour lc luy avoir ou'i dire dans Bon monastere la veille
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de son depart : il ne me soupconnoit pas, ne sachant pas

que j'entendois 1'Angle-is. lis sont une bonne troupe pour

le voyage, mais ils passeront les uns apres les autres a

Douvres, pour ne pas donner de l'ombrage.
" Je vous ferois bien le portrait du pelerin : mais comme

je ne l'ay vu qu'en habit de moine, il sera meconnoissable

par son deguisement. Mais ce qu'il ne peut changer, c'est

sa taille et sa voix. II est de taille mediocre et deliee ;
le

poil et les yeux bruns et roulants ; la parole un peu begayante
;

la voix claire parlant bon Francois et Italien. J'espere que

Dieu les fera echouer dans tous leurs desseins et entreprises,

vous confirmant le contenu des precedents sur ce sujet, qui

furent rendues a my Lord Portland." Copy. (XX. 51.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1697-8, Feb. 21 [- March 3]. Whitehall.—" I do not well

know what you mean by straggling people coming from

France that are not within the late Act of Parliament. You
may be sure that all due regard will be had to my Lord
Ambassador's pass ; but if any come over who are within the

reach of the law, nothing can in strictness exempt them from
the penalties of it but their obtaining His Majesty's licence

under the Privy Seal. I send you a list of those to whom
licences have been refused, and if any of those apply to

you, you will hold your hand till His Majesty's pleasure

be known whether he will allow of their coming over." (IV. 11.)

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

169[7-]8, March 3. N.S. Paris.
—

" I have the favour of yours

of the 13th February together with the trials and accounts of

the merits of our rogues supposed here, of which I shall make
use as occasion may require, though as yet I do not see the

least glimpse of this Court being in a disposition to hear us

on this head.
'' I was yesterday at Marly to make my Lord's compliments

to the Princes and Princesses of the Blood, and to ask their

coaches for the entry designed to be on Sunday
;

yet while

these people receive and caress us, they do the same to King
James. He and his Queen were at Marly the night before

;

they supped with the Court and stayed there till almost
midnight. The Princes of the Blood are at the bottom of

their hearts in their interest. Madame de Maintenon, who
is our good friend, is indisposed.

"" I have likewise yours of the 21st, and will explain what
I mean by straggling people. I mean Englishmen, who have
been in a way of trade or service of private people here, and
were actually in the kingdom before the beginning of the

war, and have stayed here ever since, who now, being

desirous to return home, ask a pass of my Lord, if such people

and others, whom the proclamation does not forbid to return
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Into England, may have my Lord's passport In case they

have a mind t<> come to you.
•

| have written to you before concerning our me
and must repeat again that I have reason t<i be dissatisfied

with the service <>l most of them. Iii genera] they have oo

money, and whenever we .n-e to send awaya me enger, my
I."id must give him fourteen or sixteen fmiis d'ors Cange,

I have already informed Sour Honour, went from hence for

England tin- 5th of February, promising to return with the

\er\ first letters you should send from theme; he returned

only the 2nd of .March (last Sunday), and Iii- staying in

England thus long was the occasion of the packet lying i'

Calais: he brought us the letters of the i:;th VS. by winch

\..n see he was not over hasty in coming.

"Toms, the last expedition he made, went from hence ili«-

L9th February to Calais, and returned the 25th February,

being, as you see. six days in the ways.

"Allen was sent from hence the 22nd with a written order

of my own hand to make all expedition to Calais and ret inn

from thence with the letters he should find there, the same
order repeated to him verbally by me before witnesses; yet

he goes into Kngland and is there I suppose till this time.

"Brown, the extraordinary messenger, does his duty, hut

for the three others it would be well for the King's service

if the three hundred pounds were given to three others, who
might he sent over to us and do their business better, for these

three are not worth so many farthings.

Nemo miser nisi comparcUus : it is evident what people

these messengers are, since a young fellow, whom my Lord

sent from hence the 1st of March at eleven at night, returned

from Calais the 5th at two afternoon. You will. 1 hope.

endeavour to have this thing remedied.

"Since my hand is in at complaints, 1 must tell you that

as to the designed entry to-morrow, some of our people squabble

for places very frowardly and give this trouble about a trifle.

" We have no new letters worth Jimmy's transcribing, so

he only copies bills of ranking our gentlemen and letters

to-night."

Postscript.—"My Lord gives His Majesty an account that,

this Court would have obliged us to give place to the Duchess

de Verneuil* as a Princess of the Blood, but that [lis Excel-

lency persisting in it that he would rather desist from making
his entry than yield, they have given up the point, contenting

themselves to propose it as a rule that shall be observed t<>r

the future; so we are to squabble it out the next embassy
we send." Copy. (XL 25.)

* Cj. Letters <-/ WiUiam III. and Louis XIV. ed., Grimblot,

i. 206.

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1697-8, Feb. 25
|
March 7], Whitehall. -" 1 think you

have done very well to refuse Pigault's offers. We shall all
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be taught soon enough what French civility tends to ; one

can't put a letter into their hands but they will be thrusting

their nose and their eyes into it.

" I wish your news prove true that the French King begins

to take a fancy to St. Germains air. They take care to have

it understood otherwise, but I take it for granted, whenever
King James removes, it shall be upon any other pretence

rather than our soliciting it.

" I can't think Goodman was taken up for the reasons you
mention. If such an inconsiderable fellow had been taken

notice of for speaking ill of the King of France, they would
have laid him up where he should not have come out so soon

;

but if he was seized as we suspect for the preservation of Lord
Aiiesbury and Lord Montgomery, they being retired to places

of safety, the reasons were ceased for detaining the evidence

against them.
" I can't yet find anyone to inform me of my Lord

Stafford's case, but I take it for granted he is outlawed. I

find three of that name on my list, viz. : Henry Howard,
Esquire, Earl of Stafford, in the kingdom of Ireland [sic], and
John and Francis Stafford, who, I suppose, are his brothers

and have taken their mother's name. I hope you will take

care that he have no pass, and if he comes hither on his

own accord, he is to expect the treatment my Lord Clancarty

hath had.'" (IV. 12.)

The Marquis of Winchester to Matthew Prior.

1697-8, Feb. 28[-March 10]. Dublin Castle.—" I received

the favour of yours of the 11-21 instant, and am concerned

that you had so ill a welcome to Paris as sickness, which I

am glad you have got over so well.

"I cannot but be glad at the poverty you say you think

is in France (notAvithstanding the appearance at Paris is

quite otherways), for that will keep them fast to their treaties,

whatever other designs they may have. I never doubted

their exterior civility to you, and I hope they will be real

when you come to essentials, for I fancy the French want
but a good excuse to get rid of King James ; the breaking

of his guards is a little ominous.
" I don't doubt but you heard as soon as we did how Mr.

' Mountigue ' was attacked, and that he came off with flying

colours.
" Here is no news to send you from hence but that five

regiments came from Flanders the beginning of January, and
eight more are ordered, of which four are arrived and the rest

are expected every day, and two regiments of horse and one

of dragoons are likewise coming hither ; and to make room
for these we have received orders for the breaking of nine

regiments of foot, and one of horse, and the only one that is

here, which was Brigadier Ousley's. I hope they will give

these officers half pay as well as those that are broke in
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England, else it would be wry hard, they being broke to

preserve other regiments who would bave been entitled to thai

pay." (IV. L3.)

James Vbrnoh to Matthem Pbior.

1697 8, March 2| 12], Whitehall. "
I have acquainted

His Majesty with what \ou write abouC^fJersons that desire

passports. The King thinks thc\ should be given only to

trading people who may be of some use when they come
hither, but tor other vagabonds who are lit onl) to I"-

i arriei i

of messages and intelligence, they may as well jtaj where

they are.

"I am sorry our gentlemen arc more troublesome than

serviceable whenever they come to public assemblies. I sup

pose you saw something of the same humour in them at tin-

Congress." (TV. 14.)

R[ichard] Powys to Matthew Prior,

1697-8, March 3 [-13]. Whitehall.
—

" Exchequer hills are

now seven pounds per cent, discount, which is a great loss to

you. nor can 1 tell how you will be remedied but by lengthening

an article in your extraordinaries.
" Madam Prior sent me word you had drawn a bill for

to/, on her, payable this month, which she had accepted.

She pretends she wants money, and would have me to pay it.

I sent her word I had no money of yours in my hands, only

some few exchequer bills which would not be taken for bills

of exchange; nor had I received any directions from yon

relating to it.

"I am glad to hear your health is so well returned that

you begin to look after the ladies. I had a summons last

week from Crown Court, where I found better entertainment

than the last time when I waited on you. The lady shewed

me a letter from our friend Mr. Stepney, which he had given

my Lord Lexington, who came with Count Freiz (as she says)

to her house." (VIII. 267-8.)

The Earl of Dorset to Matthew Prior.

[1697-8,] March 6[-16. London.]—" The messenger is just

parting, and will not give me time to chide you for not sending

me a more particular account of your health. I am no more

a courtier, and therefore I hope you will believe I deal plainly

and truly when I assure you thai your welfare and happiness

in all kinds is and always shall be one of my chiefesl concerns.

I could almost wish you out of all public affairs that I might

enjoy your good company oftener, and share with you in that

ease and lazy quiet which I propose to myself in this later

part of my life either at home or in some warmer climate.

''If there be any good cuts of the pictures in the King's

closet or of the buildings at Marly, pray make up a box ol

them and send me punctual directions how to return you the
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money for them, or any other baubles that I shall desire j
tou

to buy for me.
' w There is a design here afoot to make Gresham College

less ridiculous and more useful than it has been ; therefore

pray let me know exactly what the new regulations are in

the Royal Academy des Beaux Esprits at Paris." (IV. 15.)

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

[1697-8, circa March 16. N.S. Paris.]
—"Before this comes

to your hands you will hear of Count Tallard, who stayed
some days at Calais, not venturing to embark because of the

ill weather and contrary winds that have blown there.
' The Jacobites are rare fellows, yet my Lord Portland

and the Marechal de Boufflers are as great friends as is possible

for two men in their characters to be.
" There is two hundred men about St. Germains, and as

many about this town of King James' Guards, which I have
told you were latel}7 broke ; they are starving and swearing
against the King of France and their old master.

' They have heard at St. Germains what my Lord has
endeavoured towards their being removed : the Duke of

Berwick and his myrmidons threaten us with sword and
fire, which, I think, is as wisely thought and is as likely to

do them good as the usual methods they have. Mr. Aglionby
is at Calais regulating the posts. I have sent him what I

had by me relating to that affair.

" Mr. Stepney told me before my leaving England that his

Board had laid a state of our trade with this kingdom before

His Majesty. My Lord desires a copy of that paper may be
sent to us."

Postscript.—" Count de Grammont having given my Lord
the enclosed case of his daughter, the Lady Stafford, His
Excellency desires to know what may be done in it. I do
not send you the copy of two Memoirs we gave in yesterday
to Mr. Pomponne, one for release of prisoners, the other of

ships, His Excellency having enclosed them in his packet
to the King. You will, I presume, have them from His
Majesty." Copy. (XL 32.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Albemarle.

[1697-8, circa March 19. N.S. Paris.]—" Depuis que je

me suis donne l'honneur de vous ecrire, nous avons fait tous les

tours de passe-passe d'ambassadeur, et rendu visite a tout
le monde depuis Louis le Grand en personne jusqu'au
representatif de notre bon allie le Due de Savoye. L'entree
et l'audience sont si bien mis en ceuvre dans la Gazette que
les politiques en doivent etre parfaitement contents. Vous me
dispenserez, my Lord, si je vous epargne le recit. Les badauts
trouvent nos chevaux beaux et notre equipage fort leste et

nombreuse, mais ils objectent aux carrosses qu'ils ne sont pas
assez magnifiques pour l'occasion, et peut-etre ils ont raison la.



L-lll

" L'autre jour que my Lord etoit a St. Clou[d], Monsieur
le tit voir sa belle maison, el le laissa apres avoc Madame,
s'excusant de ce qu'i] etoil oblige do sortir : il I'etoit en effet,

car mi momenl apres il monta en carrossc pour reudre \ isit <•

a la Reine Jaquette a Chalieux [Chaillot], maison religieuse

proche de Paris, ou elle Eaisoil alors ses devotions. Enfin

cette Cour ne se dementi! point ; et <putu.<l les Francois

deviennent gens de bien, je croiray que Leur eglise a le veritable

pouvoir de faire des miracles.
" Je suis informe que Les preparatifs a Toulon sont fort

considerables, les troupes qu'ils gardent sur pied fort nom-
breuses ; et la sante du Roy d'Espagne presque desesperee

tout cela bien considere, je vous laisse a penser,

my Lord, si la paix sera de longue duree. J'espere que nous ne

nous endormons point. J 'ay ecrit sur ce sujet aux plus

puissants de mes amis en Angleterre.
" II est certain que la France est bien honteuse de la Paix

qu'elle vient de faire : les pretres et les bigauts nous haissent

au dernier point, et c'est assurement avec beaucoup de plaisir

que je voy que l'habilete des ministres n'est ])as si grande
que la malice du peuple. Pontchartrain est universellement

decrie comme qui l'entend les finances le moins ei qui ruinera

le plustot. Torsi n'a point de genie : tout son merite est

d'etre ne Colbert, et d'avoir epouse la fille de Pomponne.
Ce dernier a la reputation d'honnete homme, et il est reconnu
pour le premier ministre apres la Maintenon (cela s'entend

toujours). C'est prodigieux que le pouvoir de cette vieille

gouvernante sur l'esprit de son pupil royal de soixante. 11

n'ose rien faire sans elle, ni luy refuser tout ce qu'elle vent.

II y a quelques jours qu'un petit employ fut donne par
l'intercession de Mons. de Torsi a un de ses amis : l'ordre etoit

depeche, et l'affaire comme faite : un autre s'addressa plus

heureusement a la Maintenon : elle envoye sur le champ un
valet de chambre seulement au secretaire, et dans un quart
d'heure tout estoit change : la premiere commission estoit

aneantie et une autre presentee au Roy pour etre signee en
faveur du dernier suppliant.

" Je ne S9ay, my Lord, si vous avez vu le lamponne inclus.

On s'attendroit a quelque chose de meilleur sur un si bon
sujet, mais je ne sgaurois dire par quelle fatalite l'esprit est

aseez rare a present en France, et dans une infinite de livres de
vers et de lettres qui courent Paris, il n'y a guere qui vaillent

la lecture : ce quadrain doit etre excepte du nombre :—
' Faire un Electeur de Cologne,

Retablir Jacques detrone,

Donner un roy a la Pologne,
Sont les hauts faits de Dieudonne.' ''Copy. (XI. 34-37.)

Matthew Prior to Dr. [William] Aglionby, at Calais.

169[7-]8, March 24. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" I am very much obliged

to you for your letter of the 10-20
; I am so too of another
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of a former date, and should have told you so, but that you
said you. were running from Calais without adding whither,

and it is not every man's talent, you know, to shoot flying.

Now I know where you are perched I do not defer telling you
I am yours. I think so I mean, for in my gallooned coats and
the hurry that attends my noble post I hardly know myself.

" We go to Versailles to-morrow morning

—

nota bene, that I

write this at midnight. I have asked for the paper you
require, but do not find any such printed. Mr. Robeton, my
Lord's Secretary for French Affairs, will give you a more
exact account of that commission before the post goes, since

(as I said) I am obliged to wait on my Master to Court.
'" Your application of the passage in Horace is so pretty

that one would almost die for it, yet I am so dull but to think
your occidit a damn'd verb, and am, I think, like to live a
good deal longer, notwithstanding all the fine things you can
say of me in a winding-sheet. A living dog is better than a
dead lion is, I think, the very wisest saying of the wisest
fellow that ever lived.

" One word, as the parsons say, and so conclude. It was
what I once writ in my Mezeray when I was reading that
book, and splenetic and ill :

—

" Yet let me live and I would lie,

And growl, and whine, and scratch and cry
On dunghills lousy and besh . . . . n,

Rather than decently to die,

To have been either Mezeray,
Or any monarch he has written." Copy. (XL 30.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1697-8, March 23[-April 2]. Whitehall.—" I have your
letters of the 26th and 29th to acknowledge. ... I wish you
had better news to send us from Spain."

" I have not seen Mr. Attorney to know his opinion upon
Count Grammont's case, but it seems to me that, the son-
in-law being outlawed, he may as well jointure his lady in

Utopia as in England, and if that be his case, I know no relief

she can have but by the King's bounty." (IV. 16.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Manchester.
169[7]-8, April 4. [N.S.] Paris.—" I hear from the Venetian

Ambassador here how you are esteemed among the best
there, which one loves to hear confirmed by strangers,

however sure one was of it before.
" We have played all our tricks except the great one of

getting King James a little further, which I do not know if

we shall accomplish. However, we have the remedy in our
own hands, and if these people will not give us the satisfaction

of knowing, or at least of thinking they are far enough from us
not to do us any harm, I see no reason why we should give
them fifty thousand pounds per annum, which may be as

well employed in arming against them.
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"Mr. Stanhope sends us word thai il is impossible the

King of Spain should live long, having losl his forces and the

small share of sense which he had before his illness. The
Court of France is far from being asleep on this occasion

;
I

hope we shall not be so neither. I do not write on this head
more amply because these people have a very familiar way of

breaking open our letters, as possibly Your Bteeellency may see

they have these, it you take the pains to look upon the seals.

''My Lord Ambassador is gone this morning oul of town
for a day or two, upon a voyage of pleasure, as we give it out

;

but it is really to see Prince Vaudemont, who comes within .'*<>

leagues of this town on his way to Milan.

"This Court is so melancholy and bigot thai the news of

it is hardly worth sending. That which makes mosl noise

in it, and which would make more in any other court of

Christendom, is the marriage of Madam Maintenon's niece

with the eldest son of the Duke de Noailles. .Madam
Maintenon received the compliments of the Princesses and ladies

on this occasion in a very extraordinary maimer. She was
in her bed ; the Duchess of Burgundy came into her chamber,
had a chair set for her. but did not sit ; all which mummery
was concerted beforehand ; and consequently the other ladies

could not sit whilst the Duchess stood. Thus, my Lord, this

woman is a je ne sqay quoy, which everybody reasons of as

he thinks good, and of whom nobody can determine what
character she really has." Copy. (XI. 39—41.)

Matthew Prior to [Dr. William] Aglionby.

1698, April 9. N.S. Paris.—" My Lord understands it that

our putting down the Corunna packets was the condition

we were to yield to in case the French came to reasonable

terms ; and if they do so, we cannot well insist upon their

being kept up."
Postscript.—" I have chid your messenger. I envy his

dining with you, and should have used you better, because 1

know you better. I would send you the first fable in iEsop,

Gallus gallinaceus, in verse upon this subject, if I had time."

Copy. (XI. 42.)

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

1698, April 9. N.S. Paris.—Informing him that Lord
Portland went on the 4th to Notre Dame de Liesse to see

Prince Vaudemont, and returned yesternight.

"Young Grimes [Graham], Rene's [Reginald's] son,'"*

intends to go to England, although Prior has refused to give

him a passport as he has paid a visit to St. Germains. He
went from England to Holland at the time of the late treaty

with a letter of recommendation from Sir William Trumbull,
who is a neighbour of his father.

* Cf. Buccleuch M.SS (Hist. MSS. Comm.) II., I. L63.
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Sir Francis Leicester and Mr. Kenyon, a fellow of St. John's

College. Cambridge, are at Paris. Both are Jacobites, and
have been given to understand that passports for England,

if applied for by them, will be refused.

Hugh Hugan has informed Prior and Portland of "a
dangerous design a carrying on," and will be sent at once

to England. " We cannot be too wary of looking who comes
from hence : the party at St. Germains were never in so

good humour." Copy. (XL 43-45.)

Matthew Prior to Charles Montague.

1698, April 10. N.S. Paris.
—

" Our visits of ceremony are

over, and my cough is going off. One would not die in this

country under the circumstances of debt and heresy ; the

last indeed is purely my own concern, and I shall take care

to adjust it, but the first regards you, and all the good
resolutions: I can take will signify very little except Mr. Powys
be enabled to furnish the first quarter now expired or some
of my arrears in ready money or equivalent ; for in short

the three hundred advance-money is no more, and my all is

in the Treasury. I care for no more than will keep me till

I come home from France : Ccetera Divis ; I will fare as other

people do, and never presume upon the friendship with which
you honour me to plague you with complaints and petitions.

;

' You will judge with what satisfaction I hear of the

glorious figure my Master makes in the House of Commons.
" Hac arte Pollux et vagus Hercules.—I have a good mind

to translate an ode to you of Virtue, Fame and Demigods,
for I will swear you carry it very high. Is it not enough to

discourage injustice and extortion privately, but that you
must strike at it openly in the face of all the world and in the
person of its chief Dagon ? and could you not be satisfied

to be esteemed an honest man and a good patron without
having it attested by a whole nation and a kind of law made
to tell it to posterity ? Jesu ! what strides you take, and
with what pleasure do I talk of Mons. de Montague to the Torcis

and Pontchartrains here !

" These people are all the same, civil in appearance and
hating us to hell at the bottom of their heart : they assure

us one day of the continuance of their friendship, and tell

King James next they will never forsake him or let him go
further off than St. Germains. They have a great eye to their

naval preparations, as well at Toulon as at Brest. There
will be a review made at Compiegne this summer of about
40 battalions of foot and 130 squadrons of horse and
dragoons.

' They are constantly informed of the King of 1 Spain's

estate by extraordinary couriers, and, according to the best

accounts we have, that Prince cannot live many months.
" Madam Maintenon is our friend and will keep the Peace,

if possible, as she made it, not out of any kindness she has
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to us, but from a notion that the King's engaging in business

impairs his health. 'Tis incredible the power thai woman
has; everything goes through her hands, and Diana made
much a less figure at Ephesus, Her niece had t'other day in

money and jewels with the Duke de Nbailles' son a better

fortune than a daughter of France had formerly; and the

aunt received the visits of the Court upon it in bed, it being

concerted that the Duchess of Burgundy-Should have a

chair set her and refuse to sit, oxcusing herself upon' the

shortness of her visit, and that, the Duchess not sitting, 1 1n-

other ladies and princesses could not pretend to it." ('<>i>i/.

(XI. 47-49.)

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

1698, April 16. [N.S.] Paris.—Further news of the supposed
plot. Has been informed " that the Irish at St. Germains
were never in so good hopes as now ; that one Graham "

has " said that King James would soon be restored again
;

and that four persons are going for England from St. Germains
by the way of Holland, one of which is Mackarty, who was
a lieutenant under Parker, has a blemish upon his eve, and
is called from that Blind Mackarty." Copy. (XI. 49.)

Matthew Prior to [Alexander] Stanhope.

1698, April 17. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" I have been so long in the

Northern Province as almost to forget there was a south, and
whilst I was at The Hague and heard from Stockholm or

Copenhague how the King of Sweden or Denmark did, I left

the King of Spain to shift for himself, and only enquired of

our friends at Brussels what news they had from you con-

cerning him ; but now, Sir, that I have changed my side I must
beg you would be pleased to adopt me for a correspondent . at

least as long as I am here ; and that your letters for England
may pass quicker by this way than by that of Holland. I

make no excuse for my silence whilst Mr. [James
|
Stanhope was

here, for he promised to keep up the correspondence and to

assure you of my great respects, and though he be so good a

soldier that writing may not be thought properly his talent,

I am sure I would never desire a better second for the pen
than he is.

" You will doubtless have heard from other hands, or else I

would not trouble you with it, of a misunderstanding which
happened between my Lord Ambassador and him. I am sorry

he resented anything ill after having been treated with all

kindness from my Lord. But he is of age. let him answer for

himself, and I have business enough of my own not to meddle
with anybody's else, though I have a friendship for Mr.

Stanhope which makes me wish that whole matter had been
otherwise." Copy. (XL 51.)
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Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

1698, April 17. N.S. Paris.—Stating that Hogan on his

way to England met three persons at Boulogne from whom
he believes that he can extract the whole secret of the plot.

He is therefore directed to go to England with all speed and
visit Vernon " by night, and with all imaginable secrecy,

to keep company with these persons till he knows the bottom
of their design, and is sure of his affair, and to take

"

Vernon's " direction for the rest." Copy. (XI. 54.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1698, April 7[-17]. Whitehall.—" I received your letter

of the 10th inst., which I sent that night to Newmarket, the

King being gone thither. Mr. Yard will let me know what
directions His Majesty shall please to give as to passports,

but those concerned should be informed that, if they are

liable to the law and have been in France since December,
[16]88, without leave, a passport will not exempt them from
prosecution, but the Act requires they should have a licence

under the Privy Seal to return ; and I do not doubt but such

as His Excellency shall think fit to recommend will obtain

it. I think there ought to be the least scruple about artificers

and manufacturers, if they have not given any notorious marks
of their disaffection, but are like to betake themselves

peaceably to their callings."
" I send you . . . Sir Charles Hedges' report upon the

petition of the poor ransomers, which hath been laid before

His Majesty at the Cabinet Council It would be

much the best and speediest way if the French would release

them upon the reasons Sir Charles gives of their having taken
them as hostages contrary to the French King's ordonnances,

but those, I am afraid, they will interpret for themselves and
in favour of their own rogues Sir John Lowther,
of Whitehaven, hath taken a copy of what relates to his town,
and he will write to his merchants to use more conscience.

Sir James Ogilvie, the Scottish secretary, thinks it is in their

power to relieve the Glasgow man. I still lack to find some
just and charitable people at Liverpool and in Wales, and
do not yet despair of it." (IV. 17.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1698, April 10[-20]. Whitehall.—" I have desired my Lord
Duke to let me know His Majesty's pleasure about Lord
Iveagh.

" I have not yet seen Hogan, whom you mention. When
he comes to me, we will make the surest work we can of

seizing his companions. We have had a great many alarms

of late of designs against the King : I wish we could lay hold

on some thai have been tampering that way, we would so

drive it through all the parts of the discovery, that I hope



207

we should make the Jacobites repent their meddling and spoil

their uppishess." [sic] (IV. 18.)

The Postmasters General to the Earl of Portland.

1698, April 11[-21]. General Post Office, [nforming him
that tiny have sent Mr. Aglionby to Calais to treat with Mons.
Pajot, Farmer-General of the Post Office of France, for the

re-establishment of the correspondence between the two
kingdoms ; and that Pajot will consent to a treaty on the
basis of the old treaty, provided that the service of packets
to Coruna be discontinued ; otherwise ho insists on a

renewal of the high tariff made in the treaty of 1676. He
pretends that the Coruna service is an innovation, and
prejudicial to his own interest as preventing letters to Spain
and Portugal from passing through France, whereas the

intention was " only that each Office should endeavour to

hinder and prevent the setting up of any private boats, or

other ways of conveyance of letters, to the prejudice of either

Office .... This Office did pay communibiis annis to the

Post Office of France 39,000 livres, so that Mons. Pajot cannot
complain but that he gains very well by the English letters,"

and they do not think he will be any loser by the Coruna
service, " for the merchants will generally write through France
as being a more certain conveyance, and if any of them shall

write by Coruna, we believe even they will send duplicates

overland."

Portland is further urged to endeavour to obtain a renewal
of the privilege formerly enjoyed by the packet-boats of

entering Calais free from the duty of tonnage : and to com-
municate his answer from the Court of France to Mr. Aglionby,
who cannot otherwise proceed with the treaty. Signed :

R. Cotton. Tho. Frankland. (XX. 38.)

The Duke of Shrewsbury to Matthew Prior.

1698, April 14[-24]. Newmarket. — " The King being
pleased at my Lord Portland's desire to recall him from his

extraordinaty embassy in France, His Majesty commands
me to let you know that 'tis his pleasure you continue there

as Secretary of the Embassy till you receive His Majesty's
further orders." Signed. (IV. 19.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Dorset.

1698, April 24. [N.S.] Paris.—

'

;

1 cannot positively deter-

mine if my not having writ sooner to Your Lordship be a sin,

but I vow I am as penitent for it as if it were. I have been
so ill that I thought myself going out of the world, but this

is but a bad excuse for not writing to him who gave me I la-

means of coming into it with any credit ; and to say 1 have
had business is only to confess 1 have written to a hundred
indifferent people, and not done so to the beloved patron foi
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whom I have the most inviolable esteem and respect. As
to the public, the King of Spain's illness and the measures
this Court will take upon his death makes all the discourse

here, the preparations as well at Toulon as at Brest show
these people have a watchful eye in case the thing happen,
though I believe they wish as heartily as we that he may live

some time longer. The King particularly has no mind to enter

into a new war, and Madame Maintenon (our good friend)

increases that pacific humour in him by telling him that all

business is destructive to his health. He is so attentive to this

doctrine that he has said, if the King of Spain dies, he leaves

the succession to be determined by the Council, whose deter-

mination he will not oppose by way of arms, except they
give it to the Emperor's second son. In the meantime Madam
Maintenon governs him as absolutely as Roxalana did Soly-

man. He lives at Marly like an Eastern monarch, making
waterworks and planting melons, and leaves his bashas to

ruin the land, provided they are constant in bringing in their

tribute.
" Our neighbours at St. Germains speak mighty confidently

of returning home to England ; it seems as if they had some
new villainy forging. We have had some advice of that

kind, imperfect, some false, but such after all as makes us
extremely apprehensive of everything. The Melfordians and
Middletonians, who are the Whigs and Tories of that Court,
are always fighting. One Beaujer, one of the former faction,

killed Crosby (who was tried some time since in England for

high treason) in a drunken quarrel the other day in this town,
and though these people all together make little more than a

private family, they have as much faction and folly amongst
them as we can have in England for the heart of us.

" I am much better in health, or if I were dying, the
satisfaction of so kind a letter from my Lord Dorset would
more revive me than all the drugs they could give me. I

am much obliged to Doctor Lister ; he took extraordinary
care of me as of one whom he knew Your Lordship had
favoured and protected ; and as matters stand at present, I

hope I may go on some years longer to show the great
obedience I owe your commands, and the entire veneration
and (if I may dare to say so) the perfect friendship I have
for Your Lordship and your family."

Postscript.— " The prints say poor Sir Fleetwood is worse,

for which I am extremely sorry." Copy. (XI. 62-64.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Albemarle.

1698, April 24. N.S. Paris.
—

" J'espere que vous serez en
bonne sante de retour de Newmarket, que votre cheval y
auroit gagne le cours, et que vous ayez ete heureux au jeu :

a t'on pu pousser ses vceux plus loin pour un homme.
pendant qu'il etoit en ces quartiers la ?
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" Dam ma derniere tettre je pria la lilirrte de vous
entretenir d'un certain Hogan : j'ay averti la Secretaire

d'Etal de oe J'en ay bcu depuis, que I" homme nous a <lit

avoir fcrouve* a Boulogne lea gens dont il B'agit, el qu'il

alle* se joindre a eux el lea benir compagme en Angleterre.

Depuis ce terns la il nous vinl an autre qui pretendoil

decouvrir quelque chose de pareil, maia toutr"fefi qu'il tit ee

dernier, c'6torl d'excroquer my Lord de 80 pistoles, el de

disparoitre fori adroitement. Si la conspiration de II

ne nous menace de rien qui Boil plus atro eray tort

contend de vous avoir ecrit one Impertinence: <-t pourvn
Beulement que la personne sacree du Roy -"it en surety, que
le Privy puisse souffri[r] el que nous soyons an pen duppes,
il m'importe peu. Ce qu'il y a de certain est que <«-u\ de
Saint Germaina paroissent joyeux plus qu'a I'ordinaire ; ils

i <nt a leur commandemenl aaaez de gens deaeapereea e1 pretes

a tmit faire, et par mille marques e1 mots qu'ils laTissent

echapper ils tout entrevoir comme s'ils eussenl quelque chose

but le tapis clout on no comprend pas le myatere, de Borte

qu'on doute e1 qu'on crainl sans scavoir pourquoy : vous

connoissez trop bien mon cceur, my Lord, pour croire que
je ferois ma cour en affectanl de paroitre le zele, mais
serieusement il y a plus du Diable dans L'ame de ces gens,

qu'on ne croiroit, et on ne pout pas trop dire que c'est a

vous, my Lord, qui etes aupres de Sa Majeate, et qui etcs an

degri meme de son amiti6, de luy faire souvenir qu'elle doit

garder avec Boin la vie aur laquelle dependent celles do tant

de milliers.

" Je suia averti que Parker, Berkely, Byerly, Birkenhead
et quelques autres de cea infancies bommea sont icy incognito.

Un nomine Beauger, escuyer el favori du \hw de Berwick,

tua I'autre jour Croaby <
jui etoit accuse il y a quelque tema

en Angleterre du crime de haute trahiaon ; c'etoit une querelle

du parti; Crosby etoit Middletonian, I'autre Melfordian

;

e"est a pen pies not re Whig et Tory. Assez de la tuerie, je

p isse a d autre chose.

••Mademoiselle Florence de l'Op6ra (on ne disgracie fcrop

la tamille en la noinmant ) eut la honlc daeeoueher Pautre

jour d'une fille. Le Due de Chartres est amoureux de oette

tille depuis environ ih-\\\ ana. Monaieur et Madame fcemoig-

neiit vouloir prendre Boin de I'enfant, et on oe doute guere

qu'avec le terns il soit legitime el mis au rang i\<-* Princes

du Sang : belle visite a faire a quelque successeur de son

Excellence :

" Copy. (XI. 65- 67).

Matthew Prior to Charles Montagi b.

1G08, April 25. |\'.S.| Paris. "Since I did myself the

honour to write to you. Mr. Herbert arrived here and
me your letter ; he could not bring a better to entitle him to

all the civilities I can possibly show him. though as yet I

have scarce begun to show him any, having been taken up

B— 14
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with foolish princes as to their visits, and squabbling if one
is to go over the threshold with them, or stand just on this

side of it.

" I have done what I never dared do in my life before, that
is, sent you a dunning letter ; I leave the success of it to Mr.
Powys and should not have mentioned it but to ask your
pardon for having written it. I believe our stay in France
will be longer than we thought, which is the reason of my
continuing in the doleful tune of :

—
' Good Your Honour, for

God's sake, enable Mr. Powys to help me, for in my present
circumstances I could not play at loo for sixpence a dozen,
or shall be able to bring home Mrs. Barton the newest
fashioned baby !

'

''As to serious affairs, this Court will be ready in case the
King of Spain should die, though I think they are very far

from wishing it should happen soon. The King of France
pretends he will leave it absolutely to the determination of

the Council of Spain, except that determination gives the
crown to the second son of the Emperor, in which case he
will have recourse to arms.

" Our friends at St. Germains are in great hopes (God
knows upon what those hopes are founded) of seeing better
days yet : they count upon a great many friends in England,
and are satisfied that, our armies broke, we shall not be in

a condition of resisting such a body of men as they are sure
the King of France will send them to land upon us. The
Middletonians and the Melfordians, who are the Whigs and
Tories, fall out every day : one Beaujour, Major to the Duke
of Berwick, killed Crosby t'other day, the man who was
tried some time since in England for treason.

" All the nest of rogues are here, Barkeley, Parker, Bryerly,
Birkinhead

; they threaten nothing but blood and slaughter,
but of this I write to Mr. Secretary. I will trouble you no
longer on this head, lest you may think my poverty has
brought me into ill company, and that I date my letter from
the Irish house where these people meet." Copij. (XI. 60.)

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.
1698, April 25. N.S. Paris.—" The King of France was

yesterday hawking upon the plains by St. Germains with
King James and him they call the Prince of Wales. Some of
our young gentlemen had the curiosity to go out to see
them.

" My Lord James Cavendish met the Duke of Berwick,
Mr. FitzJames, whom they call the Duke of Albemarle, and
my Lord Middleton in a visit yesterday at the Count de
Grammont's : and for all our good treatment wherever we
come, I do not find but that the t'other party is received with
equal civility."

* Sir Charles Hedges' report upon the case of the poor
ransomers is admirable, if His Majesty's power in France
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were as valid as his title i" thai kingdom, we think, is
: but

as matters stand, it is fitter for a flourish In a book than for

practice in reality : for who shall interpret if these people

were taken <>ut of their ships upon stress of weather or ii"t !

Who shall teach the French the unreasonableness of their

taking ransomers, whilst they are to be convinced it if

because we lose by it ! or at last who shall stand juratory

caution for those people when their owners have aband
them '

I hope your method may Buoceed, and these poor

people ma\ find relief by the care the gentlemen you name
will take to find out and oblige those owner- to the common
duties of humanity : for really an English Ambassador would

make bul a \e:-\ had plea from any topic- I have yet seen

from Doctors' Commons.
"Mr. Stock, from Dover, writes me word that fchey carry

people before the magistracy there, if they land from France

without passports; indeed too much care in that kind cannot

be taken, and I could wish .... that I had direction

from Mr. Yard if every Englishman that goes from France,

be he good, had. or indifferent, shall he obliged to have my
Lord's passport, that we may act accordingly; and though

His Excellency may not stay long, that he may give a fixed

rule to his successor.
•• M\ Lord tells me he mentions to yon the affair of Davis :

if there he in; real design against His Majesty. I wish HogaU
ma\ deal with us in like manner." ( 'o py. (XI. 68-70.)

Arthur Podmore to Matthew Prior.

1698, April L6| 26]. Dublin. "Since you are pleased to

give me leave to trouble you. it may not be improper to give

you this account, thai the profits of your office from the

entrance <>( the present Lords Justices to the 31st of March

. . . . amount to no more than 666Z. 13$. Qd.,

uhi.h is in the hands of Mr. May. and perhaps will be

thought much short of what might be expected in almost

a year's time, and what in common opinion the place is

esteemed to he worth ; hut considering that the Government
has not power to give commissions to the army, which was the

greatest advantage to the chief Secretary in times past, that

much of the office business i- diverted and many of the tee.

reduced from what they were, h will not seem Btrange that

no more has been made in so long a time There has been

no neglect of attendance or want of care that might occasion

the least decrease." ( IV. 20.)

Matthew Priob to the Earl of Albemarle.

i r.'.ts, April 23| May 3]. Paris. "Je dois rester icy apres

my Lord Portland jusques a I'arrivee dun autre miniatre.

("est tin grand aonneur, je I'avoue, d'estre icy, si oe n'etoit

que pour vingt-quatre heuree, de la part de 8a Majesty
;

man
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quand ce successeur seroit nomme demain au matin, il ne
pourra venir en moins de trois mois. En attendant votre

ministre par interim fera tres mauvaise figure, si l'intercession

de my Lord Albemarle ne lui procure quelque augmentation
a son 405. par jour. Jusques icy j'ay fait une depense honnete
en egard a la dignite de la commission du Roy, mais il me
sera impossible d'en user de meme quand je ne pourrai plus

recourir a la table de Milord Portland, et il ne sera pas
comme il faut de chercher mon diner a l'auberge, ni d'aller

a pied aux ministres : et il ne sera ni pour Phonneur du Roy
ni pour ma propre satisfaction de faire voir a tout le monde
icy que cette grande ambassade de 80 lacques s'est degeneree

tout d'un coup dans un Secretariat qui a peine en pouvoit

soutenir deux. Je ne plaide pas icy ma propre cause, my
Lord, car cecy ne sera pas pour long terns, et je suis assez

philosophe de me contenter de fort peu, mais la grandeur du
Roy, et leg habitudes que j'ay contractus icy demandent
que je sois un peu en etat de declarer que je n'etois pas
secretaire de Milord Portland mais de son maitre. Voicy
Paffaire, my Lord. Vous vous interesserez si vous le jugez

raisonnable. Stepney a Dresden avoit 41. par jour sans le

caractere d'envoye ; il en a cinq a Pheure qu'il est en Prusse.

Cresset et d'Hervert en ont autant a Zell et en Suisse.

Je ne dis plus mot. Je suis tout a Sa Majeste, et croyray
toujours cela plus eligible qu'elle ordonne plus facilement.

My Lord Portland est convaincu de Pimpossibilite de faire

la chose bien sur le pied ou elle est : il me promet meme d'en

ecrire au Roy, d'en parler, de le faire, et tout ce qu'on
voudra, mais on oublie quelque fois les choses ou on n'est

pas visiblement interesse.

" Nous revinmes hier de Versailles, et fumes Pautre jour

dans les jardins avec le Roy, qui promena my Lord par tout.

Si c' etoit un compliment fait a my Lord par Sa Majeste ou une
ostentation de sa propre grandeur, qu'importe il ? Elle

fit scavoir a son Excellence qu'elle avoit invente et ordonne
tout, qu'elle en avoit dresse les plans, mis en diverses

rencontres les architectes a la raison, et a force de dire cecy

souvent sans avoir ete contredit, a la fin je pense qu'elle

commence a le croire. Monsieur etoit oblige de confirmer

tout ce que son grand frere disoit, et une demi-douzaine

de cordons-bleu y faisoit le chorus, et faisoit remarquer a

nous autres combien gracieux etoit leur Roy chaque fois qu'il

fit a quelqu'un de nous autres la moindre inclination de tete.

Gracieux, par parenthese, est le mot a la mode : un homme
est gracieux, c'est a dire honnete ; une femme est gracieuse,

belle ; on chante, on mange et on jone grctcieusement.
" Messieurs d'Odycke et de Heemskerk ont dine aujourdhuy

avec my Lord : Droft et Olderson sont venus comme jeunes

gens pour Phonneur de Pambassade.
" My Lord Anglesey est icy. Je tasche de le gagner autant

qu'il m'est possible aux interests de la patrie, qui sont ceux
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dii Roy. II revienl beauooup de oea sentiments Jacobites

ou il estoil : il Bera bon aussi <
| i i 1 trouye une reception

favorable h son retour a la Cour, ear il a da bon sens el Bera

capable de taiiv ou du bien on du mal. Je I'ai prevenu, my
Lord, mais seloE la verite, en oe <|ui reearde votre oaraol

e1 personne. C*eal aujourdhuj le jour de Saint George, nous

avons toua nos orois rouges aux ohapeaux ; "el quand je

boiray l<
i soir a la saute du Bouverain de oel Ordre, voub

permettrez que j\ ajoute la vostre, el d'esperer <l<- vous \<>ir

bientol revftfcu de oel habil a la Chapelle de Windsor."

Copy. (XI. 73 76.)

James Vernon to Matthew Priob.

L698, April 27| .May 7]. Whitehall. Requesting bim to

send the originals or at any rate copies of the protocols and

ratification exchanged at Ryswiok.
" Sir Joseph Williamson hath something o£ the old ohioane

running still in his head, and he is not yet satisfied that the

French ambassadors deall ingenuously with von when they

maintained thai the original treaty offered by them and
signed by both parties at Breda was in French. Thai being

in their own custody, he thinks it may be no difficulty to get

a sight of it. and that it would be of nso for roviving or putting

an end to this dispute hereafter. I do not believe they will

show that instrument to you directly, especially if it be in

another language than what their ambassadors affirmed, hut

I do not doubt you will lind other ways to be satisfied in the

point.

"If there be any of the protocols still wanting that you
think may be of use to us, Sir Joseph says he can yet pro-

cure them, Mons. Lillierode being stopped for some time

longer at The Hague." (IV. 23.)

Mai in kw Prior to James Vernon.

L698, May 17. [N.S.] Paris.— '* My Lord will have his

audience of conge on Tuesday next : how long h<> will stay

incognito alter I cannol tell, bul the King has, I hear, invited

him to see .Marly the 4th of June, and I believe he may be

here long enough for him to accepl the invitation. My Lord
Manchester arrived here on Sunday lasl the llth, and wenl

on Thursday with my Lord to Versailles; the Bang received

him very kindly and talked very freely with him. desiring

him when he tcofc his leave to make his 04 miplimeiit s to the

King his Master, which the courtiers who magnify everything

hero look upon as extraordinary, my Lord Manchester aol

having credentials to this King, and consequently to be

looked upon only as a stranger here. We are receiving and
returning visits of ceremony, from which we are to got out

to-day only, and to begin those of parting, which is playing

the same tricks over again, after Tuesday, and these, whatever

my Lord resolves, will not be over so soon as is talked of.
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" For all the civilities we receive here, they hate us heartily.

I heard an oration pronounced on Thursday at the Sorbonne

by the Rector of the University which was rather a panegyric

upon King James than upon the King of France ; so bigoted

these people are and so well affectioned to a Prince whom
[sic] they think has suffered for the good old cause : there

were some unmannerly expressions in it of our King, but such

as by making him the chief of the united Princes of Europe,

the liead of the councils and armies of the heretics, etc., did

His Majesty more honour than he really intended him.
w
' You shall have by my Lord Portland an entire journal of

our embassy, or else it would be hard, for we have two or

three secretaries to compose it : and I shall likewise return

you by His Excellency the copies of the protocols of Ryswick
as complete as I could get them, though I own the having

them to my Lord Jersey chiefly : Sir Joseph, I have told

you, always managing his papers like his gold, he may, and
doubtless has them more perfect, but I doubt if you will ever

see them except you make him open his books as you do the

East India Company by an order from the House of Commons.
'' If in the meantime you would have recourse to my papers,

my Lord Jersey will let you see his, His Excellency (one may
now call him) having copies of everything.

'' I am pumping Callieres to get a sight (among other papers)

of the original Treaty of Breda.
'' I have not heard one word from Hogan."

Postscript.—" My Lord this moment tells me of the manner
of Count Tallard's receiving you. In all our visits to the

Ministers, the Duke de Beauvillier, Mons. de Pomponne,
Mons. de Pontchartrain, etc., these gentlemen received my
Lord in the vestibule or salle near the steps, and almost

as soon as my Lord was out of his coach, gave His Excellency

the hand, the door, and the fauteuil, the gentlemen going out

as soon as my Lord and the Ministers were seated, the

Minister reconducting my Lord to his coach and staying to

see it go. My Lord did the very same thing to these Ministers

when they returned the visits, the ceremonial being on both

sides upon an equal level. His Excellency writes to you
himself upon this subject, and I hope this advertisement comes
soon enough for you to give the lex talionis to the French

Ambassador." Copy. (XL 80-83.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1698, May 8[-18]. Whitehall.
—

" I have moved His Majesty

about the augmentation of your allowance, which he is willing

to do, but would not have it by a new privy seal, which is

to make a precedent for others to pretend to it whom he may
not have the same reason to gratify. If you can think of any
other way you will let me know it, and in the meantime I

will advise with the Chancellor of the Exchequer about it.
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"
| have beard nothing of your Hocan. Pray tak<

muoh oare as you can that we oe aa little bubbled by these

pro pie as is possible. M\ son will desire your advioe and

assistance concerning one of them whom I engaged with as

hoping be might be useful. Sou will be the best judge what

he oan perform, and consequently what he will deserve, and

I dial] do all bhal is fitting on my part." (IV-.

M vniiKw Priob to Ch IlBLbs Mob paoi i
.

[1698, May 21. VS. Paris.] " Of ail my correspondents you

are certainly the best, for you never write tome, yel do always

x% li.it I beg of you. I am extremely obliged to you for the

two lasl hundred pounds, which, 1 hope, willserve till I know
what thr\ will do with me. You will see that, mj dear Master,

sooner than I. They order me to Btay here till another

ambassador comes, and m\ Lord Portland has written in

my behalf to the King to have the K)«. augmented. This

other ambassador being my Lord Jersey, I believe [may
,i ,\ much Longer than is thought, which is an admirable

,ii why I insist much more earnestly than otherwise I

jhould have done upon this augmentation ;
but I would

presB nothing
; the King has been extremely kind to me, and

I will endeavour to serve in that manner he pleases, and

think that best he orders most easily. For the rest—Omne
solum forti patria est. 'Yw^uvn efficiet quo diutius hie morer,

„i videant Galli partes ejus domi minime casuras, illumque

potestatem habuiss( uxoris fratrem successorem suum relinr

quendi suumque secretarium Mi donandi ; (for you cannot

think what a fauxbrave the old courtisane is;) Irrareipa e

contra idem conabitur propter amicitiam Domino 'Icyxreup*

amico sun. qui idem velit, uii {credo) amicus meus. Let them

jumble up my fortune as they please; I only tell you the

thoughts I have of it, and I am sure you will contribute to

whaf vou imagine best for me. There is a fate in things

which overcomes all human forecast.and Providence may turn

up for us what we uever thought of for ourselves.

"We toot our leave yesterday of this Court, from whom
we had a greal many compliments and a damned dinner.

My Lord talks of going for England within three week, at

farthest. Things continue here in the old train; they are

vei-v obliging to US one day and the same to King dames the

next. This King aeems to think of nothing at present but

his aqueducts. The apprehension of the King of Spain's

death is a little over: the fleet which we talked ot that

France was setting out come, to no more than about twelve

Bhips in all from Brest, Port Loins and Toulon to take Sally

men in the Mediterranean; these infidels (as we call them

here) having used the French of late but scurvily. I oughl

to have spoke of my Lord Manchester's being here in the

* L«r«l Jersey. Pu>£nvij is evidently a friend of Portland, who ma Jersey's

brothi r-in-law.
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beginning of my letter, but that my doing so would have
obliged me to mention our poor Mr. [Heneage] Mountagu's
death.* I am not such a philosopher but that I am extremely
afflicted at it, but what shall we say ? We were born : nature

and necessity are too strong for us : et levius fit patientia

Quicquid corrigere est nefas.
" Dear Horace ! I have a sentence of him upon most

occasions, but I find nothing in him applicable to staying

at Paris upon 40s. a day, where one's coach costs one louis

and one's lodgings another, before I or mine have eat or

drank."
Postscript.—" Send me word what books you have about

the Louvre edition, that I may get you the rest." Copy.

(XL 83-85.)

John Ellis to Matthew Prior.

1698, May 12[-22]. Whitehall.—With reference to some
papers sent over to the Ambassador in Paris about the

Mary sloop, Thomas Humble, commander, taken into St.

Malo by a French privateer after the term for cessation of

hostilities was expired ; he desires Prior not to " let this

affair cool for want of motion," and that he will " look upon
it as one wherein the honour of the nation is as much con-

cerned as the advantage of that particular merchant who
owns the ship." (IV. 27.)

Lord Galway to Matthew Prior.

1698, May 12 [-22]. Dublin Castle.—Desires Prior to find

out in the most secret and exact manner that he can if John
Trant, eldest son of Sir Patrick Trant recently deceased,

carried arms as a cadet or otherwise in the service of France
or of King James, in the La Hogue expedition or on any
other occasion. Will be obliged to be informed of every

particular that can be discovered in the matter. Since his

father's death Trant has taken the title of Sir John. French.

Signed. (IV. 28.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1698, May 16[-26]. Whitehall.—" I have spoken to Mr.

Montague about the increase of your allowance. He thinks

the best way will be that the King order you the money to

be paid quarterly or half-yearly without making any bills

for it ; and if you approve of this, when the six months are

ended I'll get a direction to the Treasury to pay you 350?.

without account.
" I know not how long my Lord Ambassador will stay at

Paris. If he be come away before this packet arrives, you will

open the letter I send to him, it containing some matters

that concern only the residing minister.

* Cj, Cole, Memoirs of Affairs oj &lal<-, p. 21.
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"1 hope you have w i it to one of the oommander oi the

yachts at Calais to bring over my Lord Manchester to Dover
;

the Admiralty have scut them orders t<> the Bame purp

M \ Lord Portland, I hope, will have no disappointmenl by

it, since the yacht is immediately to return.* (IV. 29.)

M \'i"iin;\\ Priob t.» .Ii.iin Ei i

169s. May 27. [N.S.] Paris. Giving riev a to the i

of the Mary sloop. "Cooper's case will be tried in a we*

time by a Marine Court here ^s to the privateer, they

utterly disown his having any commission From France: thej

have asked King .lames and found he has given no commission

whatsoever this two years ;
and they have promised to send

to their ports with order to arrest the pirate whenever he may
come in. particularly to St. Malo's, of which place he mosl

probably is. and to Bordeaux, of which he says he is."

Copy. (XI. st;.)

Mattiikw Priob to .Iamks Vkknon.

[1698, June .'?. N.S. Paris.] [nforming him <»!' his dis-

cussions with Pontchartrain about the ships Richard, Mary,

VAmerique and Shrewsbury.

"I had one conversation with Brocard, and Jimmy told

me after that the man was desirous of money, and that yon

had ordered him 50 pistoles. I did not find that Brocard in

anything he had then said deserved it. so I advised Jimmy to

give him twenty as all that he could well spare then, being

upon his journey, and that Brocard might come to me, who
would readily give him what yon mighl order. I have not

seen the man since. He said he was going to St. Germains

and Mould communicate to me at his return something of

consequence; though, methinks, he who said nothing when

he ueni will not know a great deal at his return; and he

that makes hi guerre a Vc&ti is. as they say in this country,

no very good soldier." Copy. (XI. 88-91.)

PONTOHABTRATN to the EARL OP PORTLAND.

ltiiis. June I.
|
N.S.

|

Versailles. The French King has

been pleased to grant their liberty to the conviots on whose

behalf Portland had solicited his favour, and orders have

been sent to .Marseilles to that effed : Campion will also be

released from the Chateau d'If. [nstructions have also been

Bent to the Governor of the French [slands in America to

search for two men sent thither 1686, and to allow then, to

return to France. With regard to the five English prisoners

at Dunkirk, His Majesty does no1 think it jusl to deprive

the privateers of their ransom, and will give no consideration to

the dictates of charity so long as certain Frenchmen are kept

as hostages in England. French. Si<jn<<i.
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Enclosing Portland's memorial on behalf of twenty-three

prisoners, with the replies of the French King. French.

(XX. 149.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1698, May 25[-June 4]. Whitehall.
—

" I hope you will send

us a list of' all the prisoners that have been released on that

side, and let me know whether any yet remains. You
mention two ships to Mr. Ellis whose cases are ordered to be

adjudged. I shall be glad to see a good determination made,

and if you have demanded other ships which have not been

released, you will let us know the reasons for it, that we may
at least be furnished with expostulations for the French

Ambassador, who would make me believe they carry their

concessions almost beyond what is asked." (IV. 31.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1698, May 29[-June 8]. Whitehall.
—

" I am glad Brocard

hath been with you. It is now time to see some effects of his

undertaking ; hitherto no great matter hath appeared, and
yet I found he put a great value upon himself by his demands.

I am very desirous to encourage him as far as he shall deserve

it ; and on the other side I should be very loath to pass for

his dupe. On which account I am obliged to you that you
have managed for me, and stinted my son in the sum he would
have given him. When he gives you greater satisfaction, you
will let him have the remainder, or a bigger sum. If it be

necessary, I have a small allowance from the King for those

purposes, and I desire only to know how to lay it out as may
be best for his service. If this man doth not answer expecta-

tion, it is best to be plain with him, and let him know it. He
hath bragged to me of his interest and the opportunities he

had to be informed of all that passed. If we do not see the

performances of it, we must doubt either of his abilities or

good will. In some late letters I writ to Jemmy, I told him
some particulars I would have him tried in ; I do not doubt

but you have seen the letters, and will put him to the test

in those points or what other you think more proper.
'' I leave you to act as you judge most advisable in this

matter, and I will take care of your additional allowance,

which I think will meet with no difficulty, Mr. Montague being

so much your friend." (IV. 32.)

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

1698, June 9. [N.S.] Paris.

—

Enclosing papers as to claims

in regard to release of prisoners, and other matters. " You
must set a good example in England ... if you would

have a great many poor people freed that lie for hostages here,

from whom I have daily such imperfect letters as these poor

wretches can write, which show that they are abandoned by
their owners in England, and mourn in captivity here. We
shall soon see if the orders they promised to give will be
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general: but by these memorials you \\i!l Bee thai things 'I"

not go so currently as Comte Tallard would have you think
;

nor ought we (<> be too hasty in kindness with these people,

excepting only in exterior civilities. The same law that

governed the Jews is very proper for the French, an eye for

an eye and a tooth t'<>r ;i tooth."
1

1 have heard no more from Hogan. I granl you he i^

not a good clerk, hut fear more from such sorl <>f fellows than

from wiser heads; and a hand may strike a dagger or shool

a pistol that cannot set its mark or make the two firsl letters

of its name."
''They continue to say thai the pirate was taken and

hanged at Dublin: <t<-ci/>i<> responsum ; bul how do they

know this without having had correspondence with him or

his followers, or are they sooner informed from Dublin than

we ?

''I said in my last that I am perfectly satisfied with whal

you have determined as to my allowance, as I hope you are

of the great sense I have of your favours.'" Copy. (XI.

92-95.)

Memorandum as to Davis.

1698, June [1-11].—"Mr. Hussy broughl Colonel Burk

to me, who said he had already told Bis Excellency what

he had discovered of the fellow who called himself Davis, and

of whom mention is made in my letter above April 11 21 :*

the Colonel says that this fellow Davis, though thai be QOl

his right name, quarrelling with some of his accomplices here

in Paris was by them desperately wounded, and being, as he

thought, near death, discovered to a priesl thai he, together

with those accomplices with wIh.ui he had the misfortune to

fall out, had been set on to feign the story which he had told

to my Lord, and that the real design was to extorque from

His Lordship money and a passport, and with the passport

to go into England, where he (Davis) should swear thai my
Lord had given him monej to accuse several persons of quality

for holding correspondence with King .lames, and accordingly

should produce the pa -spoil as having been given him by my
Lord to facilitate his voyage into England for this purpose.

Colonel Burk likewise added to me thai Davis had said that

there was a captain who had been with my Lord here in

France who was in this damnable design, bu1 the Colonel

would not tell his name or say more of him than thai he was

in England, he thought, at present." In Prior's hand. (XI. '•>•">.)

Vernon's Confi:i:i:nci: with the French Ambassador.

1698, June 1[-11].- "The French Ambassador renewed his

demands about the 100/. taken from the master of a French

vessel at Plymouth.

* See the letter oi April 25. N.S., 1608, p. 211, supra ad fin.
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" I told him I understood by Mr. Montague that they had
given directions for restoring the money, the King having
ordered it .though it was confiscable, as being contrary to

law to carry such a sum out of the kingdom.
" I took notice to the Ambassador how ready His Majesty

was to give back to the French what was forfeited upon the

Ambassador desiring it, and to show besides how frankly His
Majesty dealt with them, he did not so much as think fit

to demand of them a sum of 101. that a master of a vessel

lately released in Portugal by His Majesty's order (even

before it was reclaimed) owned to be due and promised the
payment of it, but went away without doing it. The
French Ambassador at Lisbon being acquainted with it took
little care to oblige him to be just, though he knew the

money was owing for the care that was taken of the ship

and for maintaining seven of their own seamen.
" The Ambassador desired a memorial of it ; and said he

would write into France to have the master seized, and that

speedy justice should be done. I answered that I did not
tell it him by way of complaint : His Majesty had reimbursed
the English envoy who laid down the money, and I only
mentioned it occasionally that he might see in what maimer
the King dealt towards them in such things as depended
immediately on himself, though perhaps in other matters,

that must necessarily be decided by the laws, he could not
alter the forms established.

" The Ambassador mentioned again the ship that was
plundered at Penzance, that I promised the Vice-Admiral
should write into Cornwall to get reparation made them,
or otherwise that the offenders should be prosecuted at law,

and His Majesty would give the directions for it. I told him
I had performed my part, that the Vice-Admiral had writ,

but the criminals stood it out and were not like to make a
voluntary satisfaction. I had likewise spoke to the Judge
of the Admiralty, who hath the cognizance of those offences,

and he told me the way I should proceed, in which I intended
to have followed, till one who solicits for that ship showed
me a letter from their agent in Cornwall, giving an account
that they had arrested two of the men that plundered the

ship and put them in prison. I told him I was well

satisfied with what they had done, but as they had now
brought the business into the common law, it must remain
there, and all I could do was to recommend it to my Lord Chief

Justice Holt, who went that circuit, which I have since done.
" As for the ship seized in the Isle of Wight that was

caught smuggling, the Ambassador is very willing that prose-

cution should go on, and he now finds fault with the master
and owner of the ship for telling him things backward and
forward.

" He had formerly mentioned a small privateer, the

Levrette, taken by an English sliip since the Peace, and cast
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away near Sandwich, which he represented aa maliciously

done and therefore demanded satisfaction. I t<>l<l him the

Judge of the Admiralty had examined that matter and found

the fact to be otherwise; but it' they hnmd themselves

aggrieved, the Judge said the law would decide it. The
Ambassador mm desists from that demand.
"He mentioned something of a ship hr.mght into Rye

since the Peace, hut gave a very imperfect account of it I

fold him I thought it was some old business that had been

long since determined. He said he would inform himself

more fully of it.

" lie spoke about Jennings; he knew the King's order

was issued for his release, hut the gaoler kept him for his

fees and money due for diet and lodging. I said I had

nothing to do with his debts, and wondered his father, who
had solicited his liberty and knew it was granted, should not

send him wherewithal to bring him over. Eowever, I. having

been acquainted with the stop put. had sent to the gaoler

to be very moderate and easy in it, and I understand he will

be so.

"As to Captain Macdonnell. whose liberty he demanded.

I told him the King had not yet signed the warrant, hut 1

thought he would do it.

"He said he had not yet the names of the four Irish

prisoners who have their wives at St. Main's : 1 thought that

strange after having demanded them so long since. 1 told

him that I heard of persons in Newgate who solicited him,

and took it ill they were not put into his list, hut he took

little notice of it.

L< He spoke of six Frenchmen that were kepi in prison

here on account of a false commission, they having one only

endorsed by the Court of Vice-Admiralty at Dunkirk. I

told him they were condemned as pirates for want of a

sufficient commission, but, however, I would lay it before

the King, and if those we demanded wore released from the

galleys, I thought the King might he inclined to pardon these

men and send them away.
•'He spoke of one Chevalier Blancard who was lately

taken up by a messenger, ami desired to know whether it

was for any crime of Stale. This is a person whom the

French Ministers are scandalised at : he is come hither under

pretence of turning Protestant, hut ihe\ find him addicted

to all manner of debauchery ; they suspect him of treasonable

designs, hut I do not see any proof they have. I told the

Ambassador some of the crimes he was accused of unv to,,

gross to mention. He said those might he matters litter for

putting him into the hands of a confessor than into the

clutches of the law.
• He magnified the dispatch they gave to everything in

France, and would have put the contrary upon us, hut that

I could not yield by what appeared hitherto." (IV. 34.)
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James Vernon to the Earl of Portland.

1698, June 3[-13]. Whitehall.
—

" His Majesty hath ordered

Captain Macdonnell's warrant to be delivered out, so that

he will have his liberty as well as Jennings. If we had had

any account of the pirate's being executed at Dublin or else-

where, I should not have failed to give Your Excellency

notice of it, but by what they report concerning him I find

the ship is returned into France with the greatest part of

the crew, and some of them being left behind they conclude

they are taken and hanged ; and that would have been their

fate if there had not been a great remissness in those who
once had them in their hands. The case, I hear, is thus :

the pirate having taken a merchant-ship in the Irish seas, they

put six of their own men into her, who, being separated from

the pirate by stress of weather, were run ashore in Scotland

near Kirkcudbright, where they were all secured. I gave

notice of it to Sir James Ogilvie, who writ into Scotland about

it. He could at first hear no account of them, for either the

Scots had let theni go or they had broke prison, and they

intended to suppress the knowledge of it, lest they should be

brought to answer it ; but since Sir James hath been informed

of their negligence or corruption, and intends to have them
prosecuted. In the meantime the rascals are escaped ; there

was but one of them who would own his name, and he called

himself Macartny. If the story they tell in France of the

captain's being hanged could be traced to the first authors,

it would appear that it comes from the pirates themselves,

and if they will hang them they may, but nobody else hath

it in their [sic] power.
" I send Your Excellency an account of a conference I have

had with the French Ambassador, by which you will see

what readiness there is here to gratify him in all his demands
;

and yet he can hardly forbear telling us that we are dilatory,

if not evasive. One thing I must add which I did not know
of then, that the six French he solicited for, who had a faulty

commission from the Vice-Admiralty of Dunkirk, were dis-

charged at an Admiralty Sessions which hath been lately

held.
" The King hath stayed in town all this week, and I do

not hear when he thinks of going to Windsor. The Swedish

Ambassador is desirous to have his audience of conge, which

he will have at Kensington on Tuesday next ; he desires

it only in private.
'' His Majesty stays here to press on the businesses now

depending in Parliament which seem to require looking after.

The East India Company have raised a great clamour that a

notorious injustice hath been done them by the project of

subscriptions, insomuch that the first proposer is almost made
uneasy with it. This hath brought on the resolution of going

into a committee to-morrow to consider the state of that

matter. I do not see how there can be any accommodation,
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but either the Company must be dissolved a1 three years* end
or the new proposal be laid aside, and I know nol where else

two millions oan be found.

'There is another thing started here which is not rery

agreeable, viz., the calling for the lists of the Army disbanded
and to be disbanded. Mr. Blathwayi unawares gave the

occasion for putting it into an address by Baying he should

be ready with the lists when he had orders POT it. whereupon
it was Baid, Bince they undersl I then- was a difficulty in

it, they must address for it. I know no1 whether the address

hath vet been delivered, but if the lists be brought before

them, we shall have the <>l<l dispute revived about reducing
the forces to 10,000 men.
"The ceremony was performed on Monday Last of the

delivering back the King of Sweden's Garter, and the Duke
of Newcastle had the Garter given him at the same time.

•Mods. Tallard would introduce an innovation which the

other foreign ministers do I101 intend he shall enjoy alone.

It seems the practice hath been thai when the King com.

St. James's Chapel, no coaches are admitted into the court

hut His Majesty's; but of late Mons. Tallard hath come
in twice or thrice with his coach. The Swedish Embassador
and the Emperor's Envoy taking notice of it as a mark of

distinction he would give himself, they think it as much
their due, if it he allowed to him. Mis Majesty is of the same
opinion that it belongs to one as much as the other, hut he
did not know that either the French Embassador's coach
came in, or that others forbore it. I acquainted my Lord

Marlborough with it to-day, who said he would speak to the

Prince and Princess ahout it. As it is a small court and no1

tit for a rendezvous of coaches while the King is there, my
Lord Marlborough thinks the guard should come within the

gate, as being a more proper station for them, and then it

will he visible there will be no room for coaches." (IV. 39.)

The Earl of Portland to Matthew Prior.

[1698,] June 5 L5. Londres. " J'^y bien receu la vostre du
lOme. Si Mons. le Grand [Ecuyer]es1 retourne a Paris, jevous
prie de lay faire bien des compliments pour moj . ct de donner
['enclose a Mons. le Comte de Nassau. Nbstre Gouverneur est

courtisan plus qu'ami, et ii n'esi pas sorcier a ce que je crois :

it ces aortes de gens si on leur ostoil une certaine routine

du monde, il ne leur resteroit que tres pen de chose. Je vous
asseure que je croy que Monsieur se trompe e1 que tout ne

se raccommodera pas." 1 1 \ . 12.)

.I \mks Vernon to M ltth i w Priob

1698, June 8| 18]. Whitehall.
L<

I have seen Mons. Tallard

only in passant: he had something to complain of about the

behaviour of our packet -boat crew at < '.dais
;
he w a- beginning
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to tell it me as he came out of the King's closet, and I was
called in before he had concluded. I hope it is something that

may keep cold ; however, in the meantime I have writ to

Mackye, that I may be better prepared against the charge.
" The Ambassador demands of us the restitution of a Dunkirk

vessel called the Alexander which was taken since the 22nd
of September ; they say a day or two before. Sir Charles

Hedges tells me she was condemned in the Admiralty
Court the 7th of October, there being no proclamation then

issued about the Peace, or any notice given when hostilities

were to cease ; he adds that if the French had appealed, as

they ought to have done, they would have found relief, but

through that neglect the ship has been disposed of ; he does

not now see how they can have satisfaction, unless they are

admitted to bring an appeal after a lapse of so much time.

All 1 can do is to lay it before His Majesty if he pleases to

give any directions upon it. In the meantime the claimers

have drawn up a notarial act by way of protest, which I do
not yet comprehend the meaning of." (IV. 40.)

R[ichard] Powys to Matthew Prior.

1698, June 14[-24]. Whitehall.
—

" I am very glad to hear

the good news that the King will double your allowance,

which will enable you a little better to bear the extravagant

rates you pay at Paris."
"" I hope the plate will come safe to you, it having been

some days in Mr. Lowman's hands." (VIII. 303.)

R[ichard] Powys to Matthew Prior.

1698, June 21[-July 1]. Whitehall.—" Mr. Tucker, being

out of the secretaries' office, is seldom in town, so that it is

very rarely that I see him ; but if you would have me send

to Mr. May about your money, I will.
u Your stay in France is not longer than I expected when

you first went over, for I did then believe you would not

return in many months, and I believe you are now in for

all my Lord Jersey's time. I hear from all hands how dear

a place Paris is, but notwithstanding, 3^011 uphold the honour
of Old England. Whether you do yourself right in it or

not I will not pretend to judge ; I am sure it hurts nobody
else." (VIII. 305.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1698, June 22[-July 2]. Whitehall.—" I deferred acknow-
ledging your letter of the 15-25 inst. till Brown, the

messenger, was ready to return, having nothing to acquaint

you with but the arrival of my Lord Portland, who came
hither on Sunday last. My Lord hath been ever since so

taken up with compliments and visits that I have not had
any opportunity of seeing liini in private.



"The French Ambassador is likewise very quid of late, so

that wo have had ii'>tliiiiLr to trouble one another with."

"I am afraid my Lord Jersej will not be going so BOO]

was expected, I do not doubl bul you have heard thai he

hath been seized with a fever; but I think he is now

recovered. I find Brocard hath not come near you of late,

which I a little wonder at. [f he keeps awajrHDecause

are not one to be imposed on, I ought not to be aorry for

it.

"The enclosed for the Duchess of Portsmouth is from my
Lord Romney ; I know not who smds the other to Colonel

(Wriiigtoii."' (IV. 13.)

Matthkw Priob to the Earl of Portland.

1698, July 3. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" The messenger thai broughl

the last letters tells me he saw Your Excellency under sail,

so I hope this will find yon alter your having been some days

a1 Kensington, and tired with the congratulations of those

who an; glad to see yon sate returned.

"I have given the 100 louia as yon ordered, and the

person is extremely well satisfied and promises his besl

endeavours to deserve your kindness.
" Madam Mayercron will, I believe, tell Your Excellency

that your people had forgot to put up some tea which yon

had promised to the Duchess of Lude ; I sent her by Madam
Mayercron a pound that I had, as in your name, and all is

well ; I find by the great value she sets upon it that some

more of that kind would not be unacceptable to her ; if Your
Excellency will send some by any messenger thai comes hither.

I will take care to give it to her de la manierc qu'il fatU.

"The first of July being come, my Lord Paston's creditors

broke upon me like a storm. I have paid them all. and semi

Mr. Van Leeu[w']en the several accounts ; I have oo1 heard

one word of his man Froment, who was to bring his money.

"The court continues still at Marli ; King James and his

wile supped with the King there on .Monday.

"The MareschaJ de Villeroy was in town on Sunday; he

told me he had letters from Your Excellency from the

frontiers, and gave me to understand how well yon had been

treated wherever yon came, which was all so truly French

that I could hardly forbear laughing; he stopped his coach

to tell me this in the ("ours «le la Reine, and made a hundred
other coaches stop likewise whilst he talked with me. This.

Your Lordship knows, is so like the man thai I cannot forbear

telling it to yon. I went to wait upon him the ne\t morn-

ing; they told me he lay at ;i little house he has Bomewhere
without Paris, and saw no company in the morning, every-

body leaving their name with the porter at his greal house,

as I likewise did. it not being my business to enquire more

exactly where he lay or with whom.
B- i
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" I hear he is a little jealous that the Mareschal de Boufflers

is to teach the Duke of Burgundy the art of war at Compiegne,

and the camp is to be augmented by 18 battalions more than

was contained in my list. I hear likewise the King will only

go thither but make no great stay when he is there, Madam
de Maintenon being afraid that exercise may bring Ins fits

upon him.
" Mons. d' Herbaut goes from hence in few days for

England ; one Argaut goes with him as a kind of Adjutant

or commis, this latter has been Commissaire de Marine at

Bayonne, and was before the war with Mons. de Bonrepaux
in the like employment.

" The causes of ships taken since the Peace (of which Your
Excellency gave in the memorials) being to be examined this

day, I waited yesterday upon Mr. D'Arguisseau, who is ordered

to report them, and represented to him the reasonableness

of their being discharged, and the owners freed from the expence

and trouble of such suits. I shall know the effect of his

reports in a day or two, and according to my duty I shall

represent them to Your Excellency and to Mr. Secretary.
" Colonel Burk was with me yesterday ; he told me a story

that surprises me ; he says that a friend of his newly come
from England tells him that he was in company with one of

his intimate acquaintance, and was told by that acquaintance

that he had been in company with Colonel Stanhope, and that

Stanhope had said that he would be revenged of my Lord
Portland for the usage he had given him at Paris ; and
desired this man to enter into measures with him in order

to form something that might prejudice your reputation
;

this is the subject [sic] of what Burk yet knows. I encouraged

him to be more particular in the enquiry, and to inform me
what methods these people were to use in order to bring

their project to pass, and to find out from Davis by whom and
upon what account he had been encouraged to act the part

he lately had done, and if we can find out that Davis acted

in concert with the man of whom Burk speaks, I shall do
my best to get to the bottom of this business." Copy.

(XL 98-102).

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

1698, July 3. [N.S.].—" Sir Charles Hedges is a little

quick in condemning a ship in his Admiralty Court, the 7th

October, upon a supposition that it was not then known
when hostilities were to cease : for I arrived at Whitehall

the 14-24th September ; and the 26th, which was the first

day after that the Lords Justices met, the Peace was pub-

lished, and, if I do not mistake, the next day printed. Now,
with what measure you mete, shall it be measured unto you,

is an admirable maxim as well in politics as Christianity."
" The King has named 18 battalions of foot to be added

to those of which I have sent you the list. The review will



not be so soon as August 20. The officers axe forbid fco make
expensive habits, and we bake t li.it prohibition fco be a mark
tli.it a considerable review will \»- made. After tin' review

I hear the King will at r 1 1 < »^t make a tutu fchither, Madam
Maintenon having dissuaded bun from too much i .i 1 i ltu<*,

which would bring liis tils, to which he is subject, upon him."
"

I hope you have received my Lord PortlaniLjyith all fche

honour he lias deserved. They Bay here h<- is going into

Spain bo help them bo settle fche succession t h« r«- : if there

be anything in it. pray inform me, and hasten away my Lord

Jersey." Copy. (XI. 103 105.)

The Earl of Galwav. bo Matthhw Pbior.

1698, June 24| July 4]. Am Chateau de Dublin. After

thanking him for other favours, "J'ay aussi a vous remercier

de la peine que vous vous etes donnee but le sujel de John
Trant. Les eclaircissemena que vous me donnez suffisent";

il n'esl pas besoin d'en ehercher d'autres.

"My Lord Portland est en Angleterre. 11 vous a laisse

tout le poids des affaires a soutenir ; vous etes tres capable

de le faire comme il faut, mais je ne laisse pas de souhaiter

que vous en soyez bientot decharge pout' venir gouter avec

nous le repos qu'on brouve dans le changement de bravail."

Signed. (IV. 45.)

John Tucker to Matthew Prior.

1698, June 26[-July 6]. Iillingstone Dayrcll.—Stating thai

he has desired Mr. May to send Prior some money. As to

fche proportion of the salary which Prior and May ought to

receive, he is unwilling to arbitrate, being a friend to both

of them, until he has heard from them how much each con-

siders just. (IV. 46.)

James Vernon to Matthew Timor.

1698, Juno 28[-July 8]. Whitehall.
—

" I have he.wd nothing

of my Lord Portland's expedition into Spain or of any other

ambassador's going thither. The obstructions are not yet

removed out of the way since His .Majesty hath had no

satisfaction given him in the business of Schonenberg :* they

declare they will admit him fco his functions, but they have

not yet done it. and instead thereof they would have their

ambassador first called fco Court, or at least that a day he

fixed when all shall he admitted on both sides. But His

Majesty sticks to the accommodation proposed, that fche

suspension be first taken off where it was first laid.

"
I dined with the French Ambassador yesterday at my

Lord Steward['s], where we had such a repas as I Buppose

you were used fco while you had my Lord Portland on your

side. I carried him a message in the morning which was

* C(. Cole, Memoirs <<j Iffaira <>/ State, pp. HI. et B< q.
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much less agreeable to him
;
you will see it in the enclosed.

The foreign ministers run immediately into conferences upon

it, but the French Ambassador, seeing they were like to be

warm enough of themselves, left them to manage the con-

troversy, and told them he was not concerned at present,

his chapel not being yet opened or finished. This he took an

occasion to tell me at my Lord Devonshire's after he had

bethought himself, but when I made him the first communi-

cation none of them showed themselves more impetuous
;

and he thought he saw a mystery in it that nobody else ever

dreamt of, as if this were solely aimed against him, and he

was laying abundance of things together, that this should

happen so soon after my Lord Portland's arrival and just

before his chapel was to be opened. However, he was so

plain with me as to tell me that he was to have or had six

chaplains, one of which was an aumonier he brought from

France : the rest were English or Irish, and he set a value

upon his great circumspection in the choice of them, and

almost thought it too much since he met with this return.

I appeased him as well as I could, telling him I was in hopes

to find him the least surprised of any, since he saw my Lord

Portland's caution ; how careful he was not to do anything

that might shock the laws or give any offence to those that

were zealous for their religion established ; that there could

be nothing particularly designed to him ; his chapel not

being open, there could be no complaint of a resort thither
;

and he being advertised beforehand would consider what he

had to do. He said he should write that evening to Court,

and return an answer as he should be directed from thence.
" I hope you will not hear them cry out there of our

persecutions. I am sure the utmost of our severities will be

goodness and mercy compared with theirs.

" I have spoke to my Lord Portland about your allowance,

who will heartily join in it. He sent me the enclosed the

day after Brown was gone, and did not think it of consequence

enough to dispatch another messenger with it." (IV. 48.)

Enclosure.

Endorsed :

—" Orders about Foreign Ministers received with

Mr. Vernon's letter of the 28th."
kU
Great notice having been taken in what numbers the

Roman Catholics resort to the chapels of foreign ministers,

insomuch that it was grown a public offence and scandal

that the laws were so openly affronted, His Majesty found

himself obliged to apply some remedy for preventing greater

inconveniences ; and accordingly I was directed to go to

all the foreign ministers of the Romish persuasion to know
what was the number of their chaplains and what country-

men they were, and to let them understand His Majesty

found it necessary to take some course for preventing that

resort to their chapels, but in such a manner as their



229

privileges Bhould be untouched, and (<i give them notice that,

it' any of His Majesty's subjects were entertained l>\ them
as their chaplains, tnej should dismiss them, the law not

allowing them to perform the functions of priests in England.
When I delivered them the message, they pretended to be
surprised at it as if it were ;m innovation, though the same
thing was signified to them within these three years imme-
diately alter the Assassination Plo1 was discovered, and the

like was done by king Charles in "7*. and the mi
weir then Ben1 to observe the Roman Catholics who wenl
to the Popish chapels, and seized them coming out. The
foreign ministers having taken so Little notice of the former
intimations given them creates a necessity for the renewing
them, since they have no other chaplains now bul what are

English or Irish except one aumdnier thai some of them only
broughl with them, and the number in some of these houses
i> \eiy extraordinary. The Portugal Envoj alone hath ten

chaplains, and nine of them are His Majesty's Subject .

Count d'Aversberg and Mons. Hoffman have four apiece,

and none of them foreigners. The French and Spanish

Ambassadors have sis each, and hut three foreigners between
them. They know very well how intolerable this would be,

and how severely resented in their countries; and yet we
must expect they will blow up a noise of persecution, when,
if it were considered aright, it is their indiscretion and dis-

regard to our laws that raises a clamour in our own people

against the remissness of the Government, and all that i^

intended is to make the Papists sensible that the way to

preserve the indulgence used towards them is by making
a moderate and discreet use of it." (IV. 49.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.
1698, July 9. [N.S.] Paris.—" I went yesterday to

Versailles and waited upon the Ministers Messieurs Pomponne
and Torsi as to the affairs of the refugies, particularly of my
Lord Gallway, Mons. de la Forest.* etc. 1 let them know
that Your Lordship had left me order to enquire if His Most
Christian Majesty had been as favourable as we had reason
to hope

; they answered me in their way with a great deal

of civility which signifies nothing, that Mons. de Tallard
was already informed of what tin- King had answered, and.

by what they added, I find that nothing more has been done
in it since your Lordship wenl away

;
I shah

1

obey your orders
in what manner I am to solicit this affair.

k
* 1 next asked their answer to the memorial Xbur Excel-

lency gave in the 3rd of June, which was that th< French
had charged oil which came from Tunis to Marseilles with
a duty of 20 per cent, as coining from the Levant

;
they

said that they had already sent Count Tallard an answer to

this case; that upon their tariff all Barbarj has always been
comprehended in the Levant.

* Cf. t'oK\ Memoir* u) Affaire of Mute. pp. ;
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" I gave in a memorial for the liberty of six refugies now
in the galleys, who were of the Danish troops in His

Majesty's pay, and for a native of Orange who had deserted

the French service. They have promised to send to

Marseilles that these people shall be released, and that those

shall likewise be so for whom Your Lordship gave in your
last memorial ; the Brigadier and five of the Regiment of

Gallway, who have been prisoners at Dunkirk, are actually

at liberty, and one of them has been with me.
'' As to the two merchant-ships taken since the Peace and

reclaimed by Your Excellency, Mons. d'Aguisseau is com-
missioned with some other of the marine to look into this

matter and to report it, but their proceedings are so dilatory

that as yet we have no positive answer. This I took the

liberty to represent at large to Messieurs Pomponne and
Torsi ; I told them that the proprietors themselves or any
private persons might have justice according to the ordinary

forms of law, but that Your Excellency's memorial was to

expedite and cut short all these delays, and that, since we
did in England all that lay in our power of this kind to

satisfy Count Tallard, we had reason to hope the same from
them.
"Of all this I acquaint Mr. Secretary Vernon.
" I waited upon the Marshals Villeroy and Boufflers :

the former of these talked with me a good while about the

affairs of England, about the Bill for raising the two millions,

and if we were not to reform our troops ? I let him see that

as to the two millions it might easily be raised by several

imposts which I named, or that more might be raised as the

occasions of the nation required. He asked me then what
made the session so long ? and insisted mightily upon it.

I let him understand from passages in their own gazettes

that it was that particular affairs were mingled with those

of the public, and that the Parliament was rather about the

manner how the thing should be done with most ease to the

subject, than if it should be done, all parties agreeing in this

latter point. I gave our desiring to keep up some troops

this turn, that it was rather that we would be grateful to the

officers and soldiers that had served so well than that we
should have any real necessity for them, that as far as I could

judge from England, as everybody was entirely satisfied with
the Peace, so my Lord Portland and the English that have
been here since the making it might see by everything that

His Most Christian Majesty designed absolutely the maintain-

ing it. This pleased him ;

v

vous parlez avec raison, Monsieur,'

me dit U. But I thought just the contrary.
" I likewise saw the Duchess of Lude, Madame Mayercroon

having given me a letter for that purpose ; I excused my not
waiting upon her with the tea, Madame Mayercroon having
charged herself with it. She returns Your Lordship thanks,

and was very glad to hear of your safe arrival.
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1

In my return borne I waited upon Monsieur and Madame
at St. Cloud; they ask.-. I about 5Tour Excellency's return

with all the kindness imaginable; Monsieur mentioned -i

picture <>i' Mis Majesty which you had sent him
" Bussy is returned hither; he exclaims mightilj against

ns, and' gives the worsl impressions imaginable oi the

n'fui/irs in England; he is a blustering Eellow^and amoi

people of note here I am afraid Ins talking will hinder tjie

good effects we hope from 5Tour Excellency's intercession

for those I mentioned in the beginning of my letter; and it

would have been better thai he bad been hanged as well

as Fromand.
"Ring James's wife being a1 Chaillot, the children whom

they rail the Prince of Wales and the Princess of England

came thither to Bee her on Monday last. Some of the English

here went, as a great many more did, to see the Prince and

Princess at their coming out. I desired Mr. Hopkins to go

likewise, which he did with Colonel Codrington. As the

child came out, Hopkins retired a little, Codrington stood his

ground, neither of them shewing him the least mark of

respect. But one Twisdel or Twisden, who came here with

a knight of the same name and his relation since Your

Excellency went, and whom I have suspected for several

reasons to be of that party, though he would have disguised

it, was seen by my Lord Perth in the crowd, who said to his

Lady, ' Madam, there is Mr. Twisden ' ; and putting the

Prince forward to him, Twisden knelt down and kissed his

hand. Hopkins did not actually see him kiss his hand, but

I am informed from other hands that the matter of tact is

true. The young man endeavours to stifle it, his lather

being a man of estate in England who is already suspected

to lean too much that way.
"1 have a thing of much greater consequence to impart

to Your Excellency. Braconie[r] was with me to-day, he

tells me he is assured from the correspondent that orders

are given for six men-of-war from forty to fifty guns, who
have biscuit for six months and corn for eighteen, and six

hundred mariners (soldiers) and forty-five engineers, master-

masons and others, who understand to govern Hat boats, for

a descent; that these ships are ordered from Havre. Porl

Louis, Rochfort, and one from Dunkirk ;
that their rendezvous

is to be at the Canary Islands, from whence they are to go

through the Straits of .Magellan into the South Sea to the

coast of Chili and Peru. The place where this debarkment

is intended he does not know. bu1 says they are assured ol

some Spaniards who had rather he under the French govern-

ment than under that of their own countrymen, and that

they are to be joined by a considerable number of these

people to land, fortify and possess themselves of the mines.

"I have another correspondent that says in the main the

same thing, augmenting only the number ol vessels to 1-,
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and adding that particular persons furnish all the expense

except the common allowance which the King of France

gives the ships of war. Your Excellency will judge of the

great consequence of this affair to us.
k< The Count d'Estree[s] takes his leave of the Court in a

day or two ; he goes to Brest, and is to command a squadron

of ten men-of-war in the Mediterranean. I yesterday at

Court asked by way of news, and lightly, what these

squadrons were to do. They pretend it is only to continue their

navigation and breed their officers ; and others say that it is

to secure their merchants from being affronted (as they have

lately been) by the Sally men.
L

- Letters from Madrid of the 19th say that the French

Ambassador has told the King of Spain the same tiling
;

that monarch is not in so good health as the letters received

here would make us believe." Cojnj. (XL 106-113.)

J. Van Leeuwen to Matthew Prior.

1698, June 29[-July 9.] Catherine Yacht between Calais

and Dover.
—

" His Excellency came last night at nine at

Calais, and went on board this morning at six with very fine

weather, but little wind. We hope to be on shore at Dover

by two in the afternoon. I had no time to send you from

Calais my little journal of what passed in His Excellency's

progress, but you may expect it as soon as I come to London,

or sooner if I have time at Dover to copy it there."
" His Excellency gave Pigault a gold watch of Tompion's

for his good services. When we went out [of] Calais, my
Lords Westmoreland and Raby were in bed and fast asleep

;

His Excellency would not stay for their Lordships, and so

left them ashore, making sail without them."

Postscript.—" Dover, 4 the clock in the afternoon. Just

now His Excellency is landed, and goes this evening to

Canterbury and will be to-morrow night at Kensington."

(IV. 51.)

The Earl of Portland to Matthew Prior.

[1698,] June 29[-July 9] [sic]. Kensington.
—

" Je vous

remercie des lettres que vous avez pris la peine de m'escrire

depuis mon depart. J'espere que vous continuerez a me donner

quelque fois de vos nouvelles. Je vous prie de donner ces

deux lettres en main propre, et de vouloir demander a

Br[aconier] les reponses au choses dont je lui avois parle,

et a Mons. de Palmquist* de me vouloir envoyer l'estat de la

reforme, et des troupes qui restent en service. Vous aurez

appris par d'autres que le tout c'est tres bien passe dans le

Parlement aujourdhuy, lequel apparemment se separera

bientost.
'

'

Endorsed :—" Answered the 17 of July, 1698." (IV. 50.)

* Cf. Cole, Memoirs of Affairs of State, p. 86.



23 ;

The Earl of Portland to Mvrrurw Prioh

[1698,] July 2 L2. Kensington. " Depuia mon retour en

cc pais je nay pas eu l«- loisir de voua escrire comme je

L'auroia Bouhaitte\ maie le Parlement, ayanl lini lee affa

sr B^parera apparemmenl dans deux on trois jours, e1 puis

j'auray plus de temps a moy. Je Buia bien aise que voua

ayez eu la civility de donner voatre th6e-*A Madame la

Duchesae du Lude, je vmis en renvoyeTay d'autre, et

n'oublieray |>as cette dame comme mon valel de chambre a

fait. Ce n'cst peut-estre pas Bane raison que M[adame]
Mfaintenon] crainl an trop I « » 1 1 lt sejour a Compiegne. Lea

compliments du MareschaJ lui son1 tree naturels, il fain lui

en rendre le triple, e1 en faire beaucoup d'autrea aux gens

qui in'ont tail tanl d'honeatetez. Je vmis prie de me tnander

un peu dea aouvelles de la Cour de temps a autre, car je oe

voua croy pas autremenl occupe. -le suis Burpria dans ce que

vous me mandez du discours de Burck touchanl Colonel

Stanhope ;
il a'est pas Imaginable qu'un bomme soil capable

de cela: Je vous prie de vous en Informer pins exactement.

Je croy que le voyage du l!<>\ pour la Eollande sera bien-

t«.si oxe." (IV. 52.)

J. Van Leetjweb i<> Matthew I'iuor.

1698, July 2[-12], Kensington.—" I received your kind

letter with the encloaed lial of what sums you paid for my
Lord Paston. I am much concerned you have been bo

cruelly disturbed at the lal of this month [N.S.] :
if .Madam

Galpin has been among the crowd, yon have no reason to

complain of the company thai morning, for she could make
amends for the real you did not like so well. I should be

\ciy glad to be attacked in this manner, supposing such an

agreeable woman was one of the creditors.

Requests Prior to advance the money "to buy a waist-

eoat for .Mi'. Hemmed) (who designs to he married Bhortly)

a hi Tf-sti tVOf " and a "
t ort ureshell case studyed for a watch "

costing six hmis ,/'<>,-. Lord Portland " deairea you will Bend

liis picture over as Boon as it Is finished, and that care may
he taken that it can't he damnified by the way." (IV. •").•{.)

.1 imes Vernom to Matthew Prior.

L698, -Inly i*| 12]. Whitehall. " 1 have told you the

message 1 carried to the French Ambassador as well as the

other ministers, as also his answer that be did not think

himselt concerned a1 present, his chapel not being yet ..pen.

and I do not expect it will be till he hears from home. I

Buppose they will hardly direct him to keep English or Irish

priests, unless they intend my Lord Jersey shall brie

many Huguenot minister^ with him to Paris.' (I\- 54

M a ti iikw Priob to the Earl of Pori land.

1698
?
July 15. [N.S.] Paris. "I did myself the honour

last post to' lay before Your Excellency the sea preparations
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these people are making. I send another messenger with

this, for I shall not venture to trust anything of this kind

by the ordinary post, being very well assured that some

letters of mine have been opened between Calais and this

place (but there was nothing in them but some trifles of my
own concerns), and that I have received no letters that have

not been served so, except those which the messengers have

brought, and those winch have been directed to me from

Pigaut in his own hand.
" The King of Spain is mighty ill. he has had fainting fits,

winch is an excess of weakness and vomiting whatever he

eats. As he is kept alive by art. he certainly cannot hold

out long.
" The squadron for the Mediterranean will be much greater

than I sent Your Lordship word ; though it is not distinctly

said how many ships are destined for that service, it is certain

that those which can come from Brest with those that may
join them from Toulon may make a very considerable

squadron, amounting (as far as I can hear) to about thirty

or thirty-two ships in all. besides twenty-eight galleys.

Orders are likewise given at Toulon and Brest for the fitting

up and examining all the cordage and sails in these two

ports, so that they may be immediately ready for service,

and these squadrons, either that for the Mediterranean or

that for the Indies, may be augmented without further trouble

than the Court's sending a new order.

" The Count d'Estrees, the Marquis de Xesmond and the

Marquis de Langeron command and are already at Brest ; it is

no great matter to add that Mr. [Henry] FitzJames, whom they

call the Duke of Albemarle, is likewise of this expedition.

Their designing this squadron against the Sally men is a jest
;

six or eight good ships would be sufficient for that service,

and they would not send a Vice-Admiral and two Lieutenant-

Generals upon an affair of so small consequence. The Marquis

d'Estrees goes into Poitou to keep the new converts in

obedience, as they say ; but would they employ a Marshal of

France in a work which belongs to a captain of dragoons ?

Your Lordship will judge that the design of his being there

is that he is so much nearer Spain and in more readiness

to head the troops on that side upon occasion.

" The Intendant of Lyons has passed vast quantities of

corn into Provence and Languedoc under the names and

seemingly on the account of particular persons. Your

Lordship knows what troops are in Catalonia and Piedmont,

and that most of them are foot ; amongst the officers of

these troops it is only some peculiar favourites who have

leave to be absent from their posts, and for those the

furthest conge they have is but till the latter end of October.
• Why should the Marquis d'Harcourt with such violence

and just at this juncture desire leave for the French vessels

and galleys to be received into the ports of Spain I and why
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thoughl it was Intended only for their goods !

" This camping at Compiegne is but an amusemenl thai

by Looking at their forces there we may take less notice <>f

u li.it i bey have dispersed else\n bere.

"Moii-. Palmquisl tells me, and so does the correspon

dent, thai the only reform thai is yel matte in the f"<.i

is that the sick and five ou1 of everj company are disbanded
this is in eflfecl bul making their troops stronger and I

believe we shall Bee little more done in it till we know what

becomes of this sickly Spanish Monarch. I wish to I

that the business of Schonenberg were adjusted, and thai

our measures were taken as those ol this Courl mosi certainly

are against thai moment. < H this I have spoken to Messieurs

d'Odyck and Eeemskirk. I perceive they have written oi

it. though neither of them are [sic] so particularly informed as

I have been from the correspondent, and it was not my
business to speak to them what I knew in any other than in

general terms, without your immediate order.

.My tutor Villeroy, who does me the honour sometimes
to take me aside, has been mighty inquisitive upon our

reforming and what our militia were. 1 augmented their

number to two hundred thousand, and told him they were
stout fellows well U-d. and that had for four hundred years nasi

had such a notion of liberty thai they would die for their

cause, good or had. provided they thoughl it Lr L 1 said

that in the revolution, these men heing generally for the

King (then Prince of ( Grange), we mighl have expected a batl le

or two with King James's forces in case they had not forsook

him; bul by the Lieutenants
1

putting the militia in g i

order, w<- should have had no reason to have doubted oi the

Liberty of the nation-: and let him know what Cromwell's

troops, who were only these a little taught, had done a1 home,
what Morgan's had don.' before Dunkirk, and what the

English new-raised troops, who were actually the same men
as the militia, had done this war in Flanders. I know nol

why he is bo very curious
;

possibly he lias been talking with

some of our friends a1 St. GSermains on the same subject ;

he ought, however, to have no other notion oi thai affair.

••
it was hut yesterdaj thai 1 received ¥our Lordship's oi

the 22nd, or I should have sooner returned you my most

humble thanks for it. I had letters from Mr. Vernon of the

28th, and the orders thai lli> Majesty had been pleased to

give for the regulation of the chaplains of foreign ministers;

I concealed my having notice oi this order till 1 had an answer

about two rifugies in my Lord Jersey's family, for whom
his Lordship desires a passport, and after I had that answer
I said nothing of my having received any letters from

England. Thus they will have the news thundering from

Mons. Tallard. The answer I had was from Mons. de Torsi,

that His Most Christian Majesty gave this Leave for two pea
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only, and that, too, in consideration of and as a favour to

the Countess of Jersey ; so I hope that business is done,

for the King is too gallant to retract his civility to my Lady,
upon account of the general order. Here they complain
mightily of what the Roman Catholics suffer in Ireland,

and yet they renew their persecution of the Protestants in the

provinces with the greatest fury imaginable, obliging the

nouveaux convertis to subscribe again, and to articles more
severe than the former.

"" The Court goes to-day to Marli, where it stays till next
Thursday, and from thence till Saturday to Meudon ; the
King goes the 29th August to Compiegne, and returns the

8th of September ; the 13th of September the contract will

pass between the Duke of Lorraine and Mademoiselle
;
Queen

James is going to the famous Abbey de Poissy for a day or

two. Three or four fellows have been killed last week at

St. Germains by their countrymen and comrades ; one Charles

O'Neal was broke upon the wheel on Monday for robbing
about St. Germains on the highway. Your Lordship sees by
the name that he is an Irishman ; thus disorders and murders
reign wherever this unhappy man lives, and his domestic
affairs are governed just as his three kingdoms would have
been.

" Burk has been with me again ; he only repeats what I

wrote to Your Lordship about the angry gentleman. Davis
recovers, but I believe will be a rogue again for all his good
promises when he was sick, that he would discover who set

him about his villany ; there can be nothing done with him
but by fair means, for, if we act otherwise, we shall ruin the
priest that revealed what he had told him in confession. I

have promised to pardon him the 60 louis, and if he can make
it out to me by undeniable testimony, and under the person's

own hand (as he pretended he could), that some of considerable

quality here were engaged in the affair, to give him as much
more.

" The people at St. Germains are in heart again, God knows
upon what grounds.

" Burk desires Your Lordship's favour as to his petition
;

he seems an honest man, and promises to deserve it in what
he may.

" Bra[conier] asks your bounty as to himself, which, he
says, he could not so well do to Your Lordship immediately
in his own case ; the correspondent at this time can give us
better information than any man in France ; therefore he
cannot be too frequently encouraged.

'• 1 have money of Your Lordship's in my hands, of which
1 shall give Mr. Leeu[wjen an account, or what [part] of it Your
Lordship would have me expend for these sort of uses, I shall,

according to your commands, out of what I have ; I shall always
do what I can ; for it all is of His Majesty's bounty and
goodness, and ought to be employed in his service.
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Postscript. •"] have given your letter to D[uc de]Grammont
en main propre. Madame Mayercroon has been very ill.

and is gone into the country
;

-Ik- has the other Copy.

(XL Ill 122).

.1 wi i.s \'i.i:\. i\ in M \ i in i:w Prior.

L698, July L3| 23]. Whitehall. "
I approve very well o\

your method <»l writing everything to my Lord Portland a1

Large, and you arc \'T\ kind in Bending me an extract of

what you think proper for the office; I would by no means

have \<>u «l(> it otherwise. On all accounts tin- correspondence

ought t<» be directly with my Lord Portland, and he i- the

fittesl person to receive and transmit His Majesty's directions

upon all emergencies. Y<»u must very shortly write to him

in Holland, hut I hope you will spare us ;i sketch from time

i,, linn . that I may be able to inform the Lord- Justices how
affairs <.">."

u
Moris. d'Herbaut* was with me on Sunday. The French

Ambassador carried him to Kensington yesterday, where he

made his complimenl to the King. We are preparing the

commission on OUT side, hut cannot have all the commissioners

that were at first intended, it not being proper to insert any
of those who are to he our Lords Justices. I suppose my
Lord Portland will still he one. though he he Lr (l j,,._r over,

together with my Lord Bridgewater and Lord Tankervifle, who,

being of the Council of Trade, have had a good deal of these

matters under their inspection. The French Ambassador
talks of going over with the King or very soon after him. bo

that, if we open the commission at present, it will he all. I

find one Mons. d'Argaut who is come with Mons. d'Herbaut
;

he is not named in the commission. I can't tell, therefore, what

his business should he unless he is an instructeur <ln prods.
"

I should lie glad to know what representation Mons. Tallard

made of the message I carried him. and what orders were

sent him upon it. All he hath -aid to me since is thai the

King should he satisfied in all his conduct.

I hear the Spanish Ambassador hath sent a very

peevish and senseless account of n to Brussels. He li\.

like a monk himself that I do not wonder at his concern for

them, but they ought a little better to know the genius ol

the Prince they are sent to, and the laws of the country they

reside in, than to give mistaken information ot both.
••

I suppose the King will be Lr <»inc; over about Tuesday
-le\t .

postscript :
"• The hook- for the subscription were opened

about one o'clock, the commission being hut then dispatched,

and 1 heai- that 500,0007. is already subscribed, and the first

payment made. It <_'<•<> on faster than was imagined The

Bast India Company have called a general court, at which

* CI. Grimblot, Letters of William III- and Louis A/l
l.uttirii. Brie) Historical Relation, to.'.
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it was resolved that they would leave it to their committee
of fifty whether the company should subscribe or not. There

is another roll lying on the table for those who are willing

to be incorporated ; all the subscribers hitherto have signed

it, so that it is like to be a great stock by general consent."

(IV. 59.)

The Earl of Portland to Matthew Prior.

[1698,] July 14[-24]. Kensington.
—

" J'ay bien receu vostre

tres agreable du 5-15 de ce mois ; il n'y a point de bonne foy

a avoir celles que Ton n'envoye pas par expres touttes

ouvertes ; il faut avoir soin de ne rien envoyer par ces

voyes.
1

' C'est une force considerable que 32 vaisseaux en temps
de paix, je croy que Ton n'en auroit pas tants de prets si le

Roi d'Espagne se portoit bien, quant on auroit le plus grand

chagrin contre les Salletins ; et touttes ces dispositions

d'hommes et de provisions fait voir assez clair quel est le

desseyn, duquel je croy qu'il ne peut pas nuire d'en parler

aux ambassadeurs d'Hollande, mais qu'il est utile qu'ils

soyent advertis de ce que Ton doit craindre.
" Vous avez fort bien repondu, Monsieur, a vostre gouverneur,

mais si vous faites des gasconnades trop grandes, et que
qu'ils entendent d'ailleurs le contraire, Ton ne vous croira

plus. Le tour que Ton donne au passeport pour les Francois

en consideration de Mylady Jersey est bien extraordinaire.

II semble qu'a St. Germain les necessiteux se querellent comme
si'ils avoi[en]t beaucoup d'argent a partager, tout comme
Davies et ses compagnons : ce miserable pretent de vivre

fripon et de mourir honeste homme. Je ne scay comment
cela se peut

;
je voudrois de tout mon cceur perdre les 60

guinees, moyenant qu'il me prouvait clairement qui estoi[en]t

les autheurs* et les complisses de ce desseyn contre moy. Par

la prochaine poste je manderay ce que vous donnerez a

Br[aconier]
;

je suis bien aise que vous ayez veu l'autre

correspondant : je vous prie de savoir de ses nouvelles le

plus souvent que vous pouvez. Je vous envoyeray par My-
lord Jersey une bouteille de thee pour Madame la Duchesse

du Lude et une autre pour vous, pour vous dedomager de

celuy que vous luy avez donne. Je vous prie de faire bien

des compliments a mes amis et particulierement au Marechal

de Villeroy dont j'attents des nouvelles avec impatience."
kfc Nous partons Mardi prochain pour la Hollande, vers ou

il faudra m'escrire avec un peu de precaution et mettre mes
lettres sous le couvert de quelque mar[chand]." (IV. 60-64.)

R[ichard] Powys to Matthew Prior.

1698, July 14[~24]. Whitehall.
—

" The subscriptions for

our new East India Company fill beyond expectation.
" Sir Godfrey Kneller hath drawn at length the picture

of your friend Jacob Tonson, which he shewed Mr. Dryden,
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who desired to give 8 touoh of his pencil, and underneath

it w rit these three \ erses :

—

' With leering look, hull faced, and Freckled fair,

With frowsy pores, poisoning the ambient air.

With two left legs, and Judas-coloured hair.'

(VIII. 313).

.MvrniKw Prior bo the Earl of Portland.

1698, July 24. |
VS.

|
Paris. "

I have the favour of Sour
Excellency's letter of the 2 12. I am extremely obliged to

your goodness in this and everything, and as it is my duty

to write to you, so I have not the vanity to think thai I

oughl to be answered otherwise than when Your Excellency

transmits His Majesty's will or your own orders to me.

"The Court is at Meudon, from whence it does not return

till Saturday. The only news amongst them is that the

Duke d'Elboeuf is restored to favour after the chiding he had

from the King about inviting the Duke of Lorraine hither

without the King's order.
••

| have been enquiring a little into the conduct of our

friends at St. Germains ; one Glover, an engineer, who
deserted our service in the beginning of the war. and who
has been ever since in King James's, let me know privately

that he had a mind to speak with me. The man teaches

practical mathematics, and under that pretext comes to me.

he has a great mind to deserve his pardon by anything he

may do. He would altempt the drawing all the sea-ports

in France, or anything else he might he ordered, to show he

is sincere; he tells very freely what he knows of everything.

He says Eungate is here, and that he saw Brierly the other

day. Amongst other things we fell upon the subject of the

conspiracy, he told me some particulars which mightily con-

firms [sic] that King James knew it : viz., thai Brierly had

actually told him that King .lames had said to him (Brierly

encouraging him in that hellish design) that their killing the

Prince of Orange (as these people call His Majesty) at

Richmond or Kensington was the same as if Villeroy had

laid an amhnscade for him in Flanders, and that he. Kim:

. I. imes. had the opinion of the best doctors upon that point.

You see. my Lord, that the old gentleman is a very excellent

casuist : another thing upon this subject is. Sir William Kllis

t'other day, talking with a gentleman of my friends. wa> s ()

angry when the gentleman talked wiih some suspicion ot KniLr

James's being in the design, that he. going hack to St
. Germains

at night, actually asked King James if he had ever -ecu a

paper that was written in vindication of the conspiracy, to

which King .lames indiscreetly blabbed out th.it truly he

had seen such a paper, hut did noi read it
;
ami Sir William

Kllis as indiscreetly told the same gentleman the next day

what King -lames had said upon this subject. Glover likewise

says that he has asked Saunders. King's James 1

oonfi—

'
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his opinion upon this point, and that Saunders did not con-

demn the assassination as intended.
" Another thing is very remarkable : when the thing was

discovered, and these hell-hounds returned to Saint Germains,

the Lord Middleton's party and the honester sort of these

people would not keep these villains company, but called

them conspirators and assassins ; upon which they complained

to King James, who gave order that these names should be

no more heard, that they should all live in friendship together,

and be well with these gentlemen who had had too much zeal

for his service.

" What makes me so particularly insist upon this is that

these villains go still upon the same principle that, King James
not having made a peace with England, though France has,

all that can be done against the King our Master by arms,

public or private, is lawful. Brierly particularly says the

business is not at an end yet. Brierly has studied at St.

Omers, where he learned this good divinity, and King James
received this case of conscience from that university. Ennis,

the Scotch priest, I am credibly informed, sustains this

doctrine amongst those whom he thinks he may trust.

" The reason why I repeat this at present to Your Lordship

is that as well Glover as a correspondent, Your Lordship

knows, Mr. Secretary Vernon employs, agree in this that the

whole Court of St. Germains are in despair of succeeding any
other way than by the horrid one of cutting off His Majesty,

and that King James should offer a vast sum of money to the

man and his family that should attempt it, or to be divided

amongst them that shall undertake it : the Protestants

themselves, being now desperate, give in to this. David Floyd,

who was the fairest of them, is come in into these sentiments
;

the correspondent I mentioned has written the particulars he

knows to Mr. Secretary Vernon in his own hand, which I

send by this post.
" Mr. Manners with boldness enough, having had the honour

to wait on you at Paris, came (I believe you remember) with

some English gentlemen to Chantilly, and remained there

as long as Your Excellency ; he has since even in company
exclaimed against the King our Master as fierce as the most
violent of them ; he has been with King James in private,

introduced by Father Saunders, and was of the voyage to

La Trappe, which is a peculiar favour ; he is so violent a

Papist that he is capable of the worst of impressions. The
ladies with whom Mr. Hopkins has conversed of Br[aconier's]

acquaintance are certainly going into England ; others leave

their house for that purpose the 15th of August.
" I would fain have somebody (that Your Lordship can

wholly confide in) named, to whom Hopkins may give them
a recommendation, that so it may be known to you what
they do there ; they are cunning whores, one as high-spirited

as any of her sex, and as fit for mischief,
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"They pretend to have quite broke off with the Duke of

Berwick and those people, but all this seeme to be too sudden
not to be feigned :

Your Excellency will be pleased to think

of sonic person proper for this purpose thai may receive ami
visit these ladies sometimes (if you think it worth the while) :

it must be a person of pleasure and gaiety, and monej musl
be spenl : I can think al this distance of nobody properer
than Fielding.

"I shall exchange the ratifications for settling the post
this afternoon; and detain the messenger till I have d • so,

that I may send it by this post for England.
'"1 have sent the Letters which came in Your Lordship's

packet to their several addresses, excepl thai to the Presidenl
de Mesmes which I do myself the honour to carry. Madam
Mayercroon solicits the business of the Comtesse de Solre,

upon whose account ymi arc troubled with the enclosed
paper.

Lt
Brfaconier] tells me the corresponded tells him that the

expedition for the West Indies is deferred tor three week-.

though everything be ready
;

possibly il may he yet deferred

three weeks after these three, till the Rang of Spain appi

pasl all recovery. That king continues very ill
;

I think hv all

accounts he cannot live past autumn, for if they purge a

thing that cannot eat, that thing must die.

"
I troubled Your Lordship last post with a long letter

upon this subject, and shall only add by this thai everything
looks very plain that France is alert against thai occasion.

"Our friends at St. Germains had just told those at Marli

(from letters they had from their correspondents by way of

Holland) that the two millions would not be found, and that

there were disorders in the Parliament which would hinder

its raising for some time. I said nothing as if I had heard

of this, but translated word for word His Majesty's speech,

and told some of our friends the contents of my letters of the

2nd and 6th, which I had just then received; they would

hardly believe it, till I shewed them the original printed in

English, which I did sans aucun empressement, and with an
air as if I did not much care it they believed it or no. They
are all persuaded that the King is absolutely master of

England, and can do in it whatever he pleases; tani mieux,

it is best they should have that notion, for nothing else will

keep them in any order.

" 1 have spoken to I'nuk since about Stanhope ; I have no

further particulars from him aboul that matter; if it was
l.ut a tavern bravado that which is said in wine goes away
with the fumes of it. Coddrington is Stanhopes friend;

he i- gone to London : I think he is ;l man of too much honour

to conceal anything of this kind from your knowledge in case

the other goes on in such extraordinary sentiments.
- Wherever I can he in lodgings I have Lord dare,

Dorrington, Birkenhead, or some of that gang neai me, for

B— 10
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which reason I have taken a little house. I repeat my thanks

to Your Excellency for what regards my allowance ; I am
afraid I give you trouble in that matter. I never would

importune His Majesty ; that is best for me which his great

wisdom thinks so, and I pretend nothing but to pass my
life in his service." Copy. (XL 131-9).

The Postmasters General to Matthew Prior.

1698, July 19[-29]. London.
—

" Yesterday morning we
received the French ratification with M. Pajot's engagement,

which is drawn to our satisfaction, and . . . .we
have this day given public notice upon the Exchange that

the mail will upon Thursday next begin to go for France

and continue to do so every Monday and Thursday as before

the war. We return you thanks for your great care and

dispatch in this affair, though the satisfaction you must have

in doing so public a service as the opening the correspondence

betwixt the two nations must be much greater than any
acknowledgements we can make you for it." Signed. R.

Cotton. Tho. Frankland. (XX. 45.)

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

[1698, July 30. N.S. Paris].
—

" I had the favour of

your letter of the 13th yesterday morning just before I went

to Versailles. Tuesday is the ordinary day that ministers go

thither. I have not heard the least word at this Court how
they resent the message you carried to Count Tallard. I

solicit the dispatch of the' passport which the King granted

upon my Lady's account for my Lord Jersey's two refugies,

and was answered so civilly that I believe I shall have it to

send away by this post, which shews that either they do not

look upon our proceedings as extraordinary, or think it best

to conceal their dislike of them. I have pleaded to the

Catholic ministers here, such as Venice, Tuscany, Genoa, Savoy
(who being at Versailles spoke of this) the reasonableness of

our acting in this manner, that these priests were pointed

at not as being chaplains but traitors and rebels ; that in

short they were the King's subjects and did not own his

government. The Venetian was very much of my side, and

cried out, ' Diable rnemporte, vous avez raison' though the

Nonce sat next to him.
" One Glover, as you will see by the enclosed letter, gives

me an account of two resolute fellows gone from hence by
way of Holland to Scotland as they pretend ; I believe you
will think proper to give order that they be apprehended, if

they are found in Scotland, as I have written to Brussels and

The Hague that care should be taken of them if they are found

there.
"

I find you and the other Commissioners infinitely above

M<iii<. Herbaut's character in this occasion ; at least they will
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have do reason to say we are bard with them ae bo the quality

of the persons that transact with them.' ' Copy. (XI. 150

Matthew Priob to the Babl of Portland.

1698, July 31. [N.S.] Paris. "
I have the bonour of Four

Lordship's letter of the n 24th; I bope this,.will find you
safely arrived in Holland, where (as indeed everywhere) I

wish Your Lordship all aorta of bappinesa and satisfaction.

I have delivered ;ill the "enclosed according i'> their several

addresses; and rejoiced B[raconier] extremely with the

dopes thai in a posl or two be shall heal 1

<>f your k i

i

h I r i

<

to him. I was on Tuesday a1 Versailles; the business which
was the great discourse of the day was, the Grand Prieur* was
sent thai morning <<» the Basti[l]le, the occasion of which
was a quarrel thai bappened the night before between bim
and the Prince de Cont\ at Meudon. Monseigneui wa g i

to bed, the Grand Prieur and the Prince of Conty were al

dtiilni ; the Grand Prieur affected to think thai the Prince

of Conty had said something harsh to bim, and after the

paiiy was done, the Prince of Conty and the Duke de

Ventadour being together, the Grand Prieur walked two or

three turns by them, as if be would have spoken to the Prince

of Conty. which the Prince taking notice of, left the Duke de

Yentadonr. and coming up towards the (hand Prieur, the

Grand Prieur asked him if he remembered what be had said

to him at play. The Prince of Conty said he did not remember
to have said anything that might offend him, or it be did, be

did not intend it; the Grand Prieur answered thai h was

nit so that a man of his quality was to be treated ; the Prince

answered that it was not so that a Prince of the Blood was

to be talked to, and added: 'Ho! ho! .Monsieur, vous le

prenez sur an ton bien haut'. 'Tout sur un autre ton,' repril

le Grand Prieur 'que vous ne l'avez pris a Neerwinds. 'E1 moi

dit le Prince [je] I'ai |>ri> la sur un autre ton que vous u'avez

fail a Baroelonne.' As this passed Mons. le Due [de Ventadour]

interposed and said:
—'Quest ce que ca, Mons. le Grand

Prieur ? est ce comme ca qu'on parte a un Prince du San;

Ce a'est pass vous que je parte, Monsieur,' r6pondit Mons.

le Grand Prieur. •.Monsieur." dit Mons. le Due, ' quand
on parle comme 5a a un Prince du Sang, on me le parle aussi.'

Thus, I think, the thing was. Monsieur wrote immediately to

Versailles, and the uexl morning Mons. le Due and the

Prince of Conti gave an account of it to the King; and at

the same time that the} wire with bim the < J rand Prieur desired

an audience. They persuaded bim from it, bul when be

persisted in his desire, they told the King he was there. The
King sent bim word ou1 thai be should go to Mons. de

Pontchartrain, and from him be should kn..w bis will and

pleasure ;
which he did accordingly, and it was thai be should

* I.e., Philippe, yo\ ei brother of the Pi c ' \ ad • U
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be sent to the Basti[l]le ; so he went thither privately in the

afternoon.
kt Tho' the Prince of Conti got the better in this affair,

he was a little mortified in another the same day, for Major

General Jordan had his audience of the King as envoy from

the King of Poland whilst the Prince was in the next room.

The King's answer to Jordan's compliment was very short,

and one expression in it was very odd, que la conduite de 8a

Majeste Polonnoise regleroit la sienne ; which is in English,
' I will live with him according as he shall behave himself '

;

so France has acknowledged another king to the great regret

of Abbe Renaudot the Gazettier.
' ; The King has said that the Duchess of Yerneuil's coach

shall have place in the Dutch Ambassador's entry, as in all

that shall be made for the future. Mons. Saintoste tells me
he shall have an order for that purpose.

" I told him as in discourse only that as he might see by
my journal with what fermity Your Lordship refused to comply
in this matter, so I had reason to think that he should not

yield to this innovation. I thought it best to say thus, for if

we do yield it, it is only my own private sentiments contra-

dicted. His Majesty will have time enough to determine this

when my Lord Jersey comes, and will, I presume, in the mean-
time hear what Messrs. Odyck and Heemskirk ask their masters

about it, and consequently will determine as well to these

ambassadors as to my Lord Jersey what is to be done in this

affair.
" The expedition of Mons. de Genes in the South Sea is

no longer a secret. There are already about 300 reformed

officers that go as volunteers; the greatest part of these embark
at Rochelle.

'* The conduct of the people of Saint Germains is so poor

that it is not worth troubling Your Lordship with it. that His

Majesty has had long conversations with the Princess,* in which
he has told her what accounts he has had from you of his

being a fine boy, that His Majesty will propose it to the next

Parliament to adopt him his heir, and a thousand other

bagatelles.
" Glover, the engineer, who, as I have had the honour to

write to Your Lordship, would endeavour to deserve His

Majesty's pardon, tells me that two Scotchmen, one named
Thomas Hebron, late of King James's Horse Guards, the

other Alexander Ramsey, son to the late Bishop of Ross, are

gone from hence to Scotland, as they say, but by the way of

Holland without any pass or permission from our Government
;

they are both bold men. zealous servants of King James, and
determined enough to venture anything for him ; it would be

well if they were looked after. I have written to Mr. Hill and
to Sir Joseph Williamson in order to their being observed. I

have done the same to the Pensioner Heinsius, who used to

*Cf. p. !s:j. supra



give orders in Buch cases to Leei . tin- Kamberbewarder, who
kn<>\\- the haunt- of such people; and 1 have likewise given
\li Secretary Vernon an account of it, thai he tnaj advise
the Secretary of Scotland in case they come thither.

I could no1 Bpeak with my Governor last I leeday, the

business of the Grand Prieur employed him so wholk to

Bel off the truth in it- best light will aoi !>•• found to aentit U

m
;
the stories they have from St. GermaillB of our afl

are bo monstrously ridiculous thai I perceive they will believe

them n<> long

'They say the design of the King's going for Holland
confirm an alliance with the Duke of Zell, the Electoi

Brandebourg and Hanover and other Princes of Germany, in

case France should do anything upon the King of Spain's

death, which in words they Beem to I"- very averse from,

however the preparations they make Beem t<> Bhow the con-

trary.

"As to particular things, I think Madam Mayercron was
rather denied to be in the town than that she was really out

;

she is better at present. I hear the horses spoken of with all

the admiration imaginable; the King goes out with them
often, I have heard a flying report that he was to make

Your Lordship a present of fine tapestry des Ooblines, but

I never asked any person living in the h-a-t about it. because
f would not have it at all thought that you looked tor any
return, which I am sure is below Your Excellency's temper
or your manner of giving things.

"
I hear Sir Joseph Williamson ha- desired to return home,

and that Mons. d'Allonne* will Bucceed him. I am very glad

BO worthy a man and so good a servant to the King will be

there."' Copy. (XL. 143-150).

M vtthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

1698, [early in August].
—"The correspondent, to -h<w his

_ ; it \ . haslet rue see by B[raconier] a memoir particular

enough of Fontenayf :
it contains his life and actions, how

he was taken going into Ireland by my Lord Torrington and
brought seemingly into His Majesty's interest, the disc

he had with the Duke of Shrewsbury (then Karl), with the Duke
• Schomberg and with His Majesty ;

and how all this while

he held correspondenee with Mons. de Louvois bv the

means of one Lefevre : these particular- I could Bend your
Excellency, but it would increase the packet to a d

it might be suspected and opened, and I believe it is

not worth the while, since thing fctled bj i' and

the whole account proves the man to he at last a villain.

rant < ruiscard is named Ambassador for Sweden for ha> ins

defended Namur bo well; Tallard, d'Harcourt, Guiscard, .ill

• i i I. -it o. II. Iir„i Hi iv .ejl

- Buccleucfa HSa in- im. U. Pt I 51
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gens d'espee, are made ministers ; the King says they are

properer than the gens de robe, and serve him better.

" Mons. des Allenrs, another of the same kind of men,

has made his court to the Elector of Brandenbourg in a very

new manner ; the envoy, especially of crowned heads, never

waited on the Elector at table ; Mr. Stepney, therefore,

retired when the Elector sat, but Mons. des Alleurs stayed

twice or thrice behind the Elector's chair ; Mr. Stepney wrote

me word of this, and desired me to enquire as m passant,

and by way of curiosity, if des Alleurs had any orders from

this Court for his doing thus. I perceive he had ;
Mons.

de Pomponne has said of it that it was une demarche sans

consequence, que e'estoit fait a une maison de campagne

(it was at Koningsberg), que e'estoit fait plutot en cavalier

qiren ministre : thus, my Lord, you see how these people can let

their ministers do anything en cavalier, as they call it, upon

any occasion by which they would make their court ;
whilst

on other accounts they carry things with the greatest exact-

ness, and are always endeavouring to gain in the ceremonial,

as. for instance, in the business of the Duchess of Verneuil*

"The Grand Prieur continues still in the Bastil[l]e. The

Duke de Vendosme has made the greatest submissions imagin-

able for his brother, and says qu "au lien de la Bastil[l]e il

auroit du estre mis aux petites maisons ; the King is mighty

angry as well for the thing itself as that it was done in his

son's house ; but tins is very unaccountable ; at the same

time that they make such a difference between the family

of Vendosme and the Princes of the Blood they would

have the Duchess de Verneuil, who is widow to another

branch of the same family (that is, to a natural son of Henry

the 4th) have rank as a Princess of the Blood.*
" Your Excellency is mightily praised by the foreign

ministers that dare speak for having refused to yield this

point, though Mons. Saintost would fain put it upon your

not having had time enough to write about it to Court, though

I have disabused him publicly as to that notion, and said

that you absolutely and formally denied to submit to it
;

if the Dutch Ambassador yield it, I do not well see how my
Lord Jersey will get off from it.

" Your Lordship will hear as exactly from Brussels as

we can here in what estate the King of Spain's health is
;

I am told that the last courier brought word that Count

Harrachlhad openly made some proposition in favour of

the Archduke ; if so, the House of Austria manage very

simply, to lay any claim whilst the King of Spain is yet alive,

whilst they are in no condition to support that claim in case

he should die ; and France on the contrary manages wisely,

seeming to refer everything to the Council of Spain, and being

in the meantime in a condition to vindicate whatever it may
pretend to.

* C(. Grimblot, Letters of William III. and Louis XIV., i. 206.
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" Collections have been made in all the churches of this

cit\ for the poor Irish priest which the late \< it ol Par

liament sent from that Kingdom.

"The Archbishop of Paris may be a very holj man but

he is a very ill geographer if he takes Ireland to be La Grand*

Bretagn* ;
and if bj des pauvres Cathrdiques a\ la Orandt

Bretagru rifivgiis en Franc* he means thoge whom we

banished from England for having been against Mi Maj<

Government, and in war against their country his charity

is more extensive than reason or justice will permit

Postscript. "Twelve of the youngest regiments have I

broke since I had the honour to write last to you Copy.

\\ L54 8.)

M \ i i ii i.w Pbiob to i iie E \in, 01 Pob rLAN i».

1698, August 8. [N.S.] Paris "The freshest news is that

the Grand Prieur is again at liberty, the business between

him and the Prince of Conty being made up, and he being

to submit himself particularly to the Dauphin for bat ing wanted

the respect he owed to his house.

"Count Tallard, Your Excellency will have known is come
to Holland by the way of Calais; he had a great mind to

have conic to Court, but the King refused him leave cavalierly

enough: for Tallard desired to have the honour to war! on

His Majesty to lay before him the state <>!' affairs in England,

and the Bung said he was well enough informed of them from

the letters Count Tallard had writ him.

"The voyage to Compiegne is said to be for the 29th, 30

that the King will be there the 1st or 2nd, bul this talk

of one day and another alters so often that it is hardly worth

troubling yon with : all the public ministers go thither, from

the Nonce to Mons. Palmquist. 1 would heg Your Ivvcel

lency to let me know what His Majesty pleases that I

should do on this occasion, if I should go to the camp or no :

for accordingly I must provide, for I take it for granted my
Lord Jersey will not be come before that time.

""
I have delivered Your Lordships letters to Mons.

Pomponne, as 1 have likewise done the others to their

addresses. 1 have a thing of some importance to send to

Your Excellency, but will omit doing it till the Dutch Ambas-
sador despatches a courier." Copy. (XI. 160-1.)

Matthew Pbiob bo the Eabl of Pobtland.

L698, August 11. [N.S.J Paris. "1 hear the Count d'Bstreea

is gone out from Brest, as the galleys likewise are from

.Marseilles. 1 )c Genes is gone to Etochelle to hasten his

preparations to the Indies. The pretence of his making
n.u discoveries in the South Sea is frivolous ; and he could

hardly think of landing without being assured oi the

Spaniards' assistance. Your Kxcellency will have heard as

particularly concerning that Monarch's health as 1 can send

you word from hence.
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" Count Harrach's having proposed the perpetual govern-

ment of the Milan ois for the Archduke makes a good deal of

noise here ; I dined yesterday with the politicians Alsfield*

and his brother. Count Guiscard, etc ; amongst a great deal

of discourse they brought about what we should do in this

conjuncture. I told them freely that my opinion did not

signify much, but it was that we should be in a condition not

to be" hurt in the scuffle, but to preserve our own and make
the figure we ought of holding the balance of Europe right.

From thence we come to talk of the King our Master ;
it is

impossible to tell Your Lordship the excessive praises they

gave him ; Count Guiscard went further on this head than

Your Lordship can imagine, and though I bore it with a seeming

modesty and retenue, it made me as proud as if I had taken

Namur myself.
" I heard in the same conversation that Mons. Pomponne

is extremely satisfied with the letter he received from Your
Lordship.

" I wish mightily to know if I am to go to Compiegne, that

accordingly I may prepare for it." Copy. (XI. 163-4.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1698, August 1[-11]. Whitehall.—" My Lord Jersey tells

me he stays only till he is despatched by the Treasury. I

suppose they will take up their meetings again towards the

end of the week, but at present all are dispersed about their

elections, which is a matter more eagerly pursued than the

succession to the Crown of Spain ; I mean by all except the

French.
" I am glad to see the Archbishop of Paris his charity.

I hope the Irish friars will flock to him to partake of it, and
not slip over hither, as it is apprehended."

Postscript.—" The enclosed for Beauger was put into my
hands by an acquaintance of the Duke of Shrewsbury, who
is an alderman of Worcester. I think the sending it will not

come within the law of corresponding, since it is but to give an
account of a bastard daughter, who, I suppose, requires some
care to be taken of her. Whether any in that Court are in

a condition to do it, I am unconcerned, nor do I much care

what you do with the letter." (IV. 66.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

1698, August 15. N.S. Paris.
—

" I hope you received the

two patterns of the stuff which I sent last post.
w

* Here is little news stirring ; I was not at Versailles on

Tuesday, the Court not returning till Wednesday from Marli.

The Grand Prieur has asked pardon of the Prince of Conti

and of Mons. le Due ; the Prince of Conti answered him
that he was more his friend than ever, and had absolutely

forgotten all that had passed.

* Cj. Luttrell, Brief Historical Relation, iii. LO.
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• rh. I >ii.ti. — ..i ('li.ntiv- i- brought i" bed of a daughter
"

I am confirmed thai in Provence ami Languedoc there air

80 battalions a1 present.
" r

rius is all which thi> posl affords, besides m\ recom

mending the enclosed t<. Your Lordship." ''"/"/ (XI

L69.)

M \i"in i;w Prior to 1 he E irl oi ^lb bm lrli

L698, August l">. [N.S.] Paris. "I] n'y a guere di

nouvelles i<-i : si on 8cai1 que Le Roy alia un )<•! jour a Marli,

ci qu'il reviendra un tel a Versailles, on es1 le plus Batisfail

dii monde. Ce que j'ay I'honneur de vous ecrire touchanl

lea preparatifs de la Prance en caa .pm le Roy d'Espagne

vienne a mourir Be trouvera fori \rray ;
il y a pour le tnoins

so bataillons en Provence el en Languedoc
;

on a n me*

encore 17 regiments pour estre casses. Pour !<• reste je Buia

vitrier, blanchisseur, menuisier, tout, jusques a I'arrivee de

my Lord Jersey, car I'ayant 1< >u<- la maison de Paris la plus

propre dans le pins mauvaia endroil de la ville, je Buia oblige

de luy justifier mbn choix par toul ce que je pourra} faire

pour t-n rendre les appartemens charmants, el pour divertir

la petite colere de Madame.
J'ecris regulieremenl a mon maitre Portland, mais je

Qe recoia que fort raremenl de Bes faveura : de Borte que je

ne scay point si je devrois aller a Compiegne <>n non.
• Du Menin, ce coquin, a este* avec moi deux on troia foia :

i! me parle comme s'il vous vouloit envoyer <lu vin, et

souhaiteroit de scavoir si vous avez recu cela <{u'il vous a

deja envoye
"J'ay unc maisonnette fori propre dana le voisinage de

my Lord Jersey: il n'y entrera que dee bonnetes gens, des

Bcavanta el du Menin ; on y boira quelque foia a la santx d<

Milord Albemarle, comme les anciena onl toujours fail a

leur Dieu tutelaire.

"Je suis bien las (!< mes honneura e1 voudroia bien les

defaire sur my Lord Jersey. Mon petil ministere par interim

ma fait faire une depense enragee : mais n'importe, I'honneur

.In i;..\ \ a este* maintenu e1 la France a veu que le moindre

secretaire de Sa Majesty a seen dire a qui il dtoit." Copy.

(XI. 165).

M ATI III.W PltlOB In < 1 1 \|;| | 3 \]..\ I
\..i

1698, Au-iit 15. [N.S.] Paris. "You musl give me

leave to aaj that no man alive entera further than I do into

fche consideration of everything that may touch you, bul \\<-

carmol help these things; Master Life and it- neighbour

Death are amongsl Epictetu8 t<\ dim <<; ',"<< •
and the

best we can do i- nut t<> I»r in earnest aboul them. 1

wish I were at Hampton Court with you a day <>i two t«»

fortify my doctrine by diverting \ svery way I could, for

then 'a man has only occasion for a friend, when hi- mind
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is low and he is wanting to himself. I could write you fine

moral sentences upon this occasion, or refer you the long

chapter to the Corinthians where St. Paul comforts people

against death by calling them fools and dunces ; but here

is to you, my dear Master, in a glass of honest burgundy :

as long as we are here let us live as easy as we can, and e'en

take things as they come. Here, Master, amicitiae aeternae

with all my soul ! I protest to you I take part in everything

that happens to your affairs, and am depressed and out of

humour now as I was pleased with your being of the regency

and triumphing over Sir Henry Colt last week.* If people

have affections after death, which is a query, I shall doubtless

love you longer than I am aware of." (XI. 171.)

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

[1698, August 16. N.S. Paris.]
—

" I rather write to acknow-

ledge the favour of yours of the 1st of August and to condole

with Sir Henry Colt than for any news I have to send you.

Egregiam vero laudem et spolia ampla refertis,

Vna dolo divum si femina victa duarum est :

a great piece of business if a Viceroy and a Secretary of

State have been too hard for a poor private Justice of Peace.
" Brocard was with me sometime since ; he is gone amongst

our friends. He showed me two papers, one, ' Some cautions

offered to the considerations of those who are to choose

members, etc.,' the other, 'A proposal about the birth of

the Prince of Wales '
; these papers were sent from England

to have the approbation of our friends here in the country.

I have not seen Brocard since, but I have let His Majesty

know the thing under the Dutch Ambassador's cover in the

Postboy from Thursday, the 28th of July, to Saturday, the

30th, No. 459. I find that the first of these pamphlets is

already printed for William Rogers at the Sun in Fleet Street,

and A". Baldwin in Norwich Lane. I know not if you would
think it worth while to inquire underhand how and from whom
these printers had the copy, or if you think the doing so

would not too much expose the correspondent. Thus you
see, Sir, all arms are made use of that may possibly help to

raise seditions, discontents or misunderstandings amongst us.

" I shall take care of the enclosed for Beauger ; though

I think the bastard daughter may starve for any care that

will be taken of her from this side." Copy. (XL 173-5.)

R(ichard] Powys to Matthew Prior.

1698, August H[-21]. Whitehall.
—"Mr. Secretary Vernon

tells me the King did -not give any directions for doubling

your allowance, though my Lord Portland promised it should

be done. Your best way will be to write to my Lord Portland

and Mr. Blathwayt about it.

* Cf. Lutirell, Brief Historical Relation, iv. 405, 407.
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I -aw lasl nighl our n iend in < frown Court w ho n

a sad complainl of your absence, bhe» emba rym8
away her besl friends. She shewed me .1 I «< I \ .1- fin< 1 yroui

little night-walker of the ' Tuilliers,' and 1 the fii 1 real fine
woman I ever savi there bul I am of too rambling .1

I

ttt tout inue in .1 place." (VIII. 325.)

II Mai to Matte i.w Prk ...

1698, iiugusl l l| 21 |. Dublin Castle. " A- to uli.ii yon
write < oncerning 3 our offi< 1 here, i1 is true I did al firsl d(

our friend Mr. Tucker to endeavour to prevail with you to
appoinl me your deputy during your absence, and the con
sideration for m\ acting I would refer to him; bul I believe
he will likewise remember thai I soon alter told him thai
when I desired my Lord Galwaj in London thai be would
please to approve thereof , if I could obtain your consent, his

answer to me was thai he could no1 then tell who mj Lord
Marquis [of Winchester] and he should think fit to appoinl
to acl during your absence in thai station ; and I heard
nothing more till upon the mad between London and Chestei
they both told me they had resolved bo employ me only till

your affairs would permit you to repair hither, and thai I II

then they meanl the advantage as well as the busim
be to m<-. so that I always Looked upon myself appointed
by them, not deputed; this being before I received th<

favour of your approbation of the choice tiiey had made
(IV. 68-69.)

James \ krnon to Matthew Prior.

1698, August U[-21]. Whitehall.—"] find you think it

no \iriory thai we go1 the better of the Justice [Sir 11.

Colt]: at leasl you musl allow it was a ver$ ape
that we go1 rid of him in five days, when he intended tin-

poll should last fifteen.

I Suppose yon are satisfied that t'onnt Tallard is Q01
coming back bo soon. It is more likely that we nu\ hear
of his going to Zell.

"The two pamphlets you mention have been in print

these six weeks; therefore it was no greal discovery to shew
you t Iii-ih in wrriting unless the\ would till as the author-.

Perhaps I shall find oul one of them mthoul their help."
(IV. 71.)

Matthew Pbiob to the E \ki. ob Pom i \m».

1698, Angus! 22. [N.S.] Tan-. "Your Lordship will be
trout, led at the new- of the sudden death of the I'm,

Dowager d'Epinoy, which happened on Monday last. She
was in good health and talking with Mons. Barbesieiu in his

appartment . and as she came ou1 complained to the Prince,
her son, thai she wa- taken with a pain in her head, after
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which she lived only two hours, but never spoke ; the

Duchess de Richelieu is likewise dead. Madam Portsmouth
sets out on Sunday for England.

" The great preparations are for the Dutch Ambassador's
entry the same day ; these people chicane them extremely
in the ceremonial, and Saintost* is to them what Bonneuil
was to Your Excellency, promising all and holding to nothing

;

Mons. Heemskirk told me the other day that they had
gained the point about the Duchess de Verneuil's sending
her coach, which I am very glad of, for if they had yielded

it, I doubt we should have been obliged to follow.
*' Mons. de Lausun, with whom (as Your Excellency

knows) I have been acquainted since my being here in France,

does me the honour to be very obliging to me, but at the

bottom, I think, his kindness tended to desire to know how
matters stood in relation to the pension of King James or rather

Queen Mary. He desired to know upon what foot that was,
and if His Majesty of Great Britain, i.e., our Master, had
engaged himself to pay this pension. After all his asking I

perceived he knew each particularity of the thing from
Mons. Harlay or the other French plenipotentiaries ; I

therefore fairly recited to him how the thing stood, and that,

when it was promised, it was always understood that it was
upon condition that the Court now at St. Germains should
behave themselves so as that His Majesty should be satisfied

with their conduct ; which, I said, I thought he had no reason
to be whilst they were daily receiving people in private who
came from England, whilst they were sending others thither,

even those who were forbidden to come by the justice of

our country and by our law, and Avhilst they hid and under-
hand encouraged some convicted and others suspected of the

most horrid assassination and parricide that ever was intended.

I thought it was best to speak out so, and I did it in a manner
as if I would not say so much to anybody but to himself in

confidence, and by reason of the particular friendship with
which, I saw, he was pleased to honour me ; and my saying
so had the effect I could wish, which was to make him fall

upon the King of England's praises, and to excuse himself

from having had in the least to do with any of King James's
practices.

" At last I gave him to understand, though not as other-

wise than my own opinion, that, though we were so far from
fearing King James that we pitied him, yet we thought that
the priests and others that are about him were a little too

near us, and thus we parted.
" On Tuesday that I was at Versailles he would have

presented Master Cecil, the second son to the Earl of Exeter,

but I thought it was [not] proper he should, considering my
Lord Exeter's character in relation to His Majesty's Govern-
ment ; so I made Mr. Cecil excuse himself from being

* Cf- Grimblot, Letter* of William III. and Louis XIV., i. 206.



253

presented upon pretence <>t' bis small stay here in France and
I did the young gentleman all the honour 1 could I

• He is ohosen a Member of Parliamenl for Stamford
;

I

have given him 1 1 1 * - l>rst uotions I oould, and will recommend
him by letter to Mr. Montague, bo that I hope the gentleman
ni,i\ prove a good subjecl and be right to Hi- Majesty and his

country's interests. -*-

"As to private affairs, Rygault cannot get the pictu

finished Booner than in Bis weeks From this time I doubt we
may reckon two months.

'The enclosed is from Mons. de Pomponne, who gives his

humble Bervice to Your Excellency
'

I will trouble Your Excellency qo more bul t«» till you
that Bra[conier] is very desirous of assistance. A- to my
own affair, Mr. Secretary till- me that having spoken t" His

Majesty and to Your Lordship about it. In- does uot doubl

hut that 5Tour Lordship has settled it at »/. a da\ I believe

1 may thank Your Lordship tor it par avance.

"hold Jersey Bays In- will he here next week." ''<</"/

(\1 175-80.)

Matthew Priob to James Vernon.

L698, August 13 | 23]. Paris. " Brocard has been walking
his rounds: what he knows is here enclosed, lie complains

that it is a dead time and that he does not know how to

deserve your kindness to him. hut this wa- secretly to anim-

advertize me that he had a mind to the titty pound-, part of

which I have given him: he shall have the resl when he

pleases: if you please to pay 1 he sum in to Mr. PowyS, ot

the Treasury, he will he extremely ready tO receive it.

•

I had a long discourse the other day with Mon-.

Lausun, with whom I have the honour to he much acquainted,

about the pension we are to allow Queen Mary, lie desired

to know upon what loot that matter stood, and it lli-

Majesty of Great Britain had engaged himself to pay it : after

all his asking one mighl easily perceive he knew each par-

ticular of the thing from M. Unlay or the other French

plenipotentiaries. I therefore fairly recited to him how the

thing stood, and that, when it wa- promised, it wa- always

understood to he upon condition that the Courl now at St.

Germains should behave themselves bo a- that the King our

.Master should he satisfied with their conduct, which (1 -aid)

I thought he had uo reason to be, whilst the} were dairj

receiving people in private who came from England, and

sending others thither even Buch a- were forbidden to come
h\ our laws and by the common justice "I our nation; and

whilst they concealed and underhand encoui >me con

vieted and other Buspected ot the mo-t horrid parricide and

assinal ion t hat e\ er was c< »nt rived.
"

I thought it wa- best t" -peak out BO, and I did it in a

manner as if I would net -a\ -.. much to an\ boch but t" lum-elt
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in confidence, and by reason of the particular friendship

with which he was pleased to honour me ; and my doing so

had the effect I could wish, which was to make him fall into

praises of the King our Master, and excuse himself from having

had in the least to do with any of King James' practices. At
last I gave him to understand (though not as otherwise than

my own opinion) that, though we were so far from fearing

King James that we pitied him, yet we thought that some
priests and others, whom he had about him, were a little too

near us. I have written this conversation to my Lord
Portland, and do the same to you, because I believe this

man's endeavouring to pump me might be done by order,

and I have heard that our friends at St. Germains are a little

apprehensive they may be sent further afield, in which case

they would (I fancy) close more easily with the pension,
" The King of Spain's health is despaired of by this Court,

for which reason 1 am glad that our squadron is going into

the Mediterranean, for (once more) you must keep this peace

as you made it. with your sword in your hand.
" The project of campaigning at Compiegne holds for the

first or second of September ; the King goes from Versailles

the 28th.
*' My Lord Jersey tells me he will be here in a week ; I am

preparing for his reception. The Dutch Ambassadors make
their entry to-morrow ; it will be very magnificent ; thej^

have nine coaches, four of them as fine as ever have been

seen.
" This Court (Mr. Heemskirk tells me) have dropped the

point they insisted upon, that the Duchess of Verneuil's

coach should have place as of a Princess of the Blood, which

I am the rather glad of, because, if the Dutch had yielded it,

they would have left so fresh a precedent that my Lord Jersey

would not have been able to have avoided following it without

great difficulty.
" I have received your recommendatory letter in favour of

Mr. Pepys' nephew. I need say no more than that bringing

your letter he brings a command to me.
Tuus, Regina, quid optes

Explorare labor, mihi iussa capessere fas est.''' Copy.

(XI. 182-5.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

1698, August 15[-25], Paris.
—"The Dutch Ambassador's

entry was the subject of our entertainment yesterday, which

would have appeared finer if Your Lordship had not imme-
diately preceded it. Their two first coaches were of those

great machines of eleven foot high, very rich on the outside

and lined with plain velvel with great gold fringes. Mons.

d'Odyck had one aet of large greys and another pied, very

fine : two of Mons. Heemskirk's coaches were too plain

for a private gentleman to appear here at Paris, where they
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like oothing but gilding and Bhow. The Vfarescha] Tourville

introduced them. Madame de Verneuil'e ooaofa wtu not

there. The ambassadors <li<l the honour to Bend to me ae

lo His Maje ty' minister to notify their entry
;

I therefore

went in in\ own equipage with the six horses V Excel-

lency left here for Lord Jersey to compliment them at

Rambouillet, for I thoughl I was obliged to do»the amba
sadors as much honour as 1 could, and bo testify, I

(l<» in everything, the great friendship and correspondence
(which will, I hope, endure for ever) between our nations

"We talk of nothing l»nt Compi£gne : the In i 1
1
•_ goes from

Versailles on Thursday t<> Chantilli, where be is to lie two
nights.

' My Lord Jersey will not be here so -non.

••I have written i<> know Your Excellency's commandi
if I am to go to Compiegne, but have nol yel had the honour
to receive them. I musl beg Your Excellency to finish what
your kindness to me began of fixing m\ allowance at U. a

<lav : and I hope it may begin from the 20th of January past,

when 5Tour Excellency's embassy began, or a1 least from
the 18th <>t June, when Your Excellency lefl Paris, or I am
quite ruined and bankrupl ;

and ye1 I have no1 been

extravagant, but your Excellency know- Paris, or will do
w hen you see \ our own accounts.

I send Mr. Van Leiiven the account as it stands in

relation t<> the money of Your Excellency left in my
hand.

"
I hope for money <>nt of the Treasury it this affair of

my allowance were once fixed, which, therefore, I entreal

Your Lordship to do for me." Copy. (XI. 186 8.)

R[ichard] Powys to ,M \iiii i:\\ Prior.

L698, Augus1 15| 25]. Whitehall "
I doubl you will draw

another bill upon [me] for i charge, I am to tell you. is

fallen upon yon. though I doubt it will be hardly allowed in

your extraordinaries, which i- thai you must buy a new

equipage of mourning for your good old mother, tne Dutch
baker in King Street, who tell down dead on Friday last.

The virtuous young lad\ you may be sure is under

affliction and wants you to comfort her

I took my leave thi morning of my Lord Jersey who
intended in the afternoon to -ei .mi on his journey tow, id

you (VIII. 329.)

.1 Ull.s VERNOM to M \ I I n I w Prk >R.

1698 August L6| 26]. Whitehall. " King James being

invited to the camp at Compidgne hath been this fortnight

in the Paris newspapers. Indeed, it is necessary you should
quicken this man [Brocard] up, forom cannot be long amused
with such trash : pray let him inform you who this l'\ u
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and where he resides when he is in England, and that we may
have early notice when he comes over. Brocard made me
believe that he had the means of introducing himself into the

confidence of that Court as deep as any of them, and I hoped
before now that he would have procured to himself one of

the commissions of coming over upon some desperate errand.
" I wish your discourse with Mons. de Lauzun may produce

some of the effects you mention, but otherwise we see no
appearance of their being sent further off.

" You will now have the felicit}7 of my Lord Jersey's

arrival, and I give you joy of it. I hope you will have an
eye upon Mr. Pepys' nephew, that he doth not go astray.

My recommendation of him goes no further than as he and
his company shall behave themselves. I believe the old

gentleman means fairly, and hath sent no underhand com-
pliments to his old master, having professed the contrary

;

but young men and ladies may sometimes be libertines and
forget good advice.

" I expect to hear very soon from my Lord Portland, and
that he will not leave your concerns any longer in suspense."

(IV. 72.)

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

1698, August 27. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" The Landgrave of Hesse's

sons, who are here incognito, have been presented to the

King by the Duke of Orleans.
" The Prince of Parma is returned hither through Holland

and Flanders in order to his seeing the camp at Compiegne.
" A sermon preached here last week by the famous Jesuit

La Rue upon St. Bernard's Day makes a great noise. The
Bishop of Meaux and other prelates were present : the

preacher, after having made a long panegyric upon his Saint,

extolled him more particularly for having combated and

destroyed a heresy which Gilbert Poretanus, Bishop of

Poictiers, taught or at least encouraged, and at last he

compared this Bishop to the Archbishop of Cambray, and

St, Bernard to the Bishop of Meaux. The good Bishop is

thought to have concerted this sermon with the Jesuit ; and

we are like to have a division in that good order of men,

since most of them at Rome are less violent against the

Archbishop's doctrine* than Father La Rue was in his

sermon here.
" The Dutch Ambassadors had their audiences yesterday

at Versailles in the accustomed manner, and with the same

train and magnificence as they had their entry on Sunday.

Mareschal Tourville introduced them : Mons. Heemskirk, who
is first in the embassy, spoke, and his speeches, particularly

those to the King and the Duchess of Burgundy, were very

good : the first was full of the joy the Republic had to make
a Peace with his most Christian Majesty, and their sincere

* I.e., the mysticism adopted by Fenelon from Mine Guyon.
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intentions to keep and maintain it ; the second was a com-
pliment handsomely burned fco the young Princess of the

figure she was like to make in the world, whose marriage had

been the occasion and overture of the general Peace's being

made. The King's ansv cially thai pari of it which

said be was equally resolved to keep the Peac< «rery

handsome, and made me begin t«» think be was In earnest.

"The King and all the Court went in the afternoon to St.

Cloud to christen the Duke de Chartres' daughter: the

Dauphin and the Duchess of Burgundy were godfather and

godmother: King dames and his Queen were then', and

Bince most of the ministers went thither from Versailles, I

went likewise. I saw King James and his Queen (pray do
not hang me for so doing), and there was nothing so odd

as to see the Duke of Berwick and Lord Middleton traversing

the gallery on one side, and 1 [sic] and Lord Reay, of the

good Mackay brood, on the other side, each Looking on the

other with an air of civility mixed with contempt. The
gentlemen belonging to the Duke d'Orleans and Chartres were

embarrassed enough to call him one moment le Roy
d'Angleterre to them, and speak to me the next of le Roy

Jacques : it was, as most human things are, a farce

ridiculous enough.

"King James looks mighty old and worn, and stoops in

his shoulders; the Queen looks ill and melancholy; their

equipage is mighty ragged, and their horses are all as lean

as Sancho's. The* King's voyage to Chantilli holds for to-

morrow. King dames is invited to Compiegne.
"

I have the favour of yours of the 11th. Twisdel or

Twisden is the cousin of a knight of the same name here. I

wrote my Lord Portland the !>th of duly word of his having

kissed the Prince of Wales' hand. The Queen was then at

Challiot [Chaillot], and most of the English gentlemen went

thither to see her and the child. .My Lord Perth saw him in

the croud, and cried out to his Lady. ' Madam, there is .Mr.

Twisden'; and putting the Prince forward towards him,

Twisden kneeled down and kissed the Prince's hand. Tl

are all the circumstances of that affair, the hand was kissed,

and the kisser is doubtless the gentleman that took his pass

in April, for about May he and In- cousin first appeared here .

and he is the son of a man of estate in England, suspected

to be a Jacobite, and is looked upon here as of that party.

I am almost ashamed to tell you thai I have neither

heard from my Lord Portland or Mr. Blathwayl since their

arrival in Holland. My Lord indeed has a great deal of

business, and 1 can only expect to hear from him when he

has anything to command me.
"1 am infinitely obliged to yon for putting His Lordship

in mind of my allowance. I hope it is fixed, and am ashamed

to have given my friends so much trouble in it
;

but Mr.

Blathwayt, I say. ought in conscience to let me have heard [sic]

U— 17



258

that the King was arrived, in Holland, and when he went
further, considering I am at a Court that is inquisitive

enough and value those ministers that they see know their

business, and can give an account of their own department.
Sed nobis non licet esse tarn disertis, because I have not the

happiness to be one of his favourites ; and a consul in any
corner of Italy shall be certainly written to—no matter for

the Secretary at Paris ; for Lacrimae Christi and White
Florence are very good wines : but this is too ill-natured a
reflection." Copy. (XL 189-93.)

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

1698, August 30. [N.S.] Paris.—" The last letters from
Madrid received by the Court here give a little better account

of His Catholic Majesty's health ; that he had at least no
relapse for some days before those letters came away,
though his weakness still continued. The news we have from
this Court upon this subject is not indeed to be much relied

upon, for you will hardly hear sooner from Marli or Versailles

that the King of Spain is very ill, than you will from
Madrid that he is dead.

" The Marquis d'Harcourt presses the Council of Spain to

make a strict alliance with France : in what this alliance is

to consist I know not, for it is spoken of but in general

terms. Cardinal Mazarin, you know, after he had made the

Treaty of the Pyrenees, had a project of this kind, but the

Marquis d'Harcourt must have a great deal of sense and
ready money to bring that design to perfection at this time.

" Every motion we make awakens the curiosity of this

Court : they will have it that the King's going to Zell is to

concert an alliance with the German Princes. Their great

inquiry is what Aylmer is to do in the Mediterranean, though
we do not question them what d'Estrees does there. The
most sensible part of the Court cannot but secretly commend
us, and think we mind our affairs in sending him thither.

His most Christian Majesty went on Thursday to Chantilly,

and will be to-night at Compiegne ; the ladies are of the

voyage ; the Dutch Ambassadors are to have their audience

of Monsieur, Madame and that family this day at St. Cloud.
"" After all the compliments between these Ambassadors and

our friends at Versailles the affairs of commerce between
the two nations are in no fairer way of being accommodated.
One of the Commissioners told me that their last meeting was
not above half an hour, and no way decisive in any one point.

'• Count Tallard is sure the first Ambassador that ever

was lost : everybody here ask[s] what is become of him :

he had only a bare commission from the King his Master to

begin the voyage, and had not assured himself that he should

have the same from ours that he should continue it.

"It is a long time since I dunned you about the affair of

my projectors that will secure our ships by a new sort of
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our Admiralty think proper to enoou

the experiment, or whit mu I i *&} to the m
I am pressed by some of thi >lici1 the affair of the
(
'h> ml Blanc de St. Malo, Guillaume Ben I

ao1 in wli.it estate i1 is, and you must pardon my inquiry,

which was only to acquit m
I would mention it to you, than thai

what becomes ol it.

•

I hav< yet another thing to trouble you with: the

Venetian Ambassador here is mightily concerned to know
uh.it reception bis confr&n Bhall mee1 with in Ei

the ceremonial. 1 have told him thai an ambassador extra-

ordinary would certainly find the same treatment

who were last in England, and thai an ordinary ambassador

would hi- regulated according to thai model in proportion;

I. ut hr is in .t satisfied with this answer, and I know no1 bow
t him a I."tier."

Postscript. " You see -till in the (',•<: // </• Paris end
that the K i 1

1

l: an<l Queen of Greal Britain were a1 St. Cloud,

audit i- the King of England is at Loo." Copy. Kl.

194 7.)

M \ttiikw Priob to Ch lrles Montagi

1698, August 30. [N.S.] Paris. "
I have written one letter

to von to congratulate you in your honours, one to condole

with von. and here is a fourth to thank you
:

what shall I

do, Sir, to express the obligations 1 have to you be*

respecting you and obeying your commands for ever '. bul I

can better think than Bpeak upon this subject, and you had

rather let me talk of anything else.

'The King of Spain's health is the weather-glass upon

which all our politicians look : as thai rises or falls we look

pleasant or uneasy. I am glad to tell you that I think Prance

much afraid he should die as we can l><-. and what

alliances the Kin- ol England i- making in Germany

ul i; ,t Aylmer i~ to do in the Mediterranean are questions

proposed to me at least twice everj day. The hutch

Ambassadors have been received here with all the external

civility imaginable, hut I do not see that from thence that

th< affaire ol commerce between the two natio more

likely to be adjusted One ol \\\<- hutch Commissionen told

me bimseli thai their la I meeting was not above halt an

houi and ii.. waj di cisive in anj one point

Tin. i iourl i- gone to <> 'hen- Monarch b cockhorse at

Compiegne I follov. ae soon ae mi Englii ; and

I shal] a little have settled mj Lord I

I
'•"• d old

James and all bis Courl the other daj Si I loud

QuMaumt .' you never >au such a strange figure a- the old

hulk is, ham worn and riv'led, not unlike Ncl the

jector . the Que< o look* very melancholj but otherwise

well enough ;
their equip II verj ragged and con-

tempt ible.
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" I have written to my Lord Portland and Mr. Secretary
the sum of several discourses I have had with Mons. de Lausun
and others, or rather they with me, about the pension which
we were to allow the Queen : do we intend, my dear Master,

to give her the fifty thousand pounds per annum, or no ?

If we do not, I (or rather my Lord Jersey now) should be
furnished with chicaning answers when we are pressed upon
that point, for it was fairly promised, that is certain ; if we
do, the giving it openly and generously would establish the
King a reputation in the minds of the French, which, if we
give twice that money to purchase, would not, I think, be
bought too dear : but this is my own sentiment and to my
own Master : for the rest, quae supra nos nihil ad nos."

Copy. (XL 198-200.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1698, August 22[-Sept. 1]. Whitehall.—" I wonder you
should not hear from Mr. Blathwayt : he does not use to

be wanting in writing either long or short letters. Instead
of your Lachrymae Christi and White Florence, can't you
suppose that his letters have been opened at the French
post-houses, and finding they were of consequence, they have
been carried to Versailles instead of Paris ; or otherwise he
might not think the news he uses to send fit for a minister in

so polite a Court. What reputation would it give you for

intelligence to be able to tell which way the stag ran such
a day, and how long the chase lasted! " (IV. 75.)

St. Evremond to Matthew Prior.

1698, August 22[-Sept. 1]. London.—"Je dois toutes
vos honnetetes, et le dessein que vous aves de m'obliger a
votre merite plus qu'au mien : si vous n'eties naturellement
obligeant je n'ai aucune qualite qui put m'attirer la grace
que vous m'aves faite. La consideration de Mons. le Due de
Lausun peut y avoir contribue ; mais comme j'en dois

recevoir l'avantage, e'est a moi, Monsieur, de vous en faire

tous les remercimens possibles. La grace que vous me faites

me donne l'honneur de votre connoissance. que j'estime plus

que la grace mesme. Je me tiendrois heureux de trouver
une occasion ou je pusse vous temoigner le ressentiment que
j'en ai."

Postscript.—" Vous aures la bonte de faire donner ma
lettre a Mons. le Due de Lausun, et d'asseurer de mes tres

humbles services Mons. l'Ambassadeur et Mme l'Ambassa-
drice." (IV. 76.)

The Earl of Galway to Matthew Prior.

1698, August 23[-Sept. 2]. Dublin Castle.—" Je ne fais

que vous donner de la peine. Le succes de toute celle

que vous avez prise pour mes interets en France ne m'a point

trompe. Je ne l'ay jamais attendu meilleur ; mais il a fallu
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Buivre le consei] de -• - ami/ el fairs plustdl dee demarches
inutfles que d'avoir quelque ohose a < reprocher. \ I « >i i plus

grand chagrin es1 par rapport a trous, <|iu avez taut travaille

Bans auoun fruit." Signed. (IV. 78.)

M 1 1 1 n i w Pbiob !<• .1 lmbs Vernon.

1698, Sept. 3. [N.S.] Paris. M\ Loj \ cams
hither on Monday night in a post onaise with In- secretary

ami two domestics onlj
; and does me the honour to be with

me incognito, nobodj yel knowing of In- arrival: my Lady
and family will come <>n Fridaj night, so on Saturday the

Ambassador will he su |»| »< .-• c I to be here
"

I have not Been Brocard Binoe my last : by another friend

and indeed by twenty circumstances il lb reasonable to believe

there is no greal matter of news stirring in thai Court. By
what I have yel Been of the conduct of .Mr. Pepys' nephew
it is likely to prove innocent enough.

" Mons. Pontchartrain and all the Bureau dt Marim is

gone to Compiegne with the King, which looks .i- it some
orders of that kind were t<> he dispatched there.'

1
( '"/"/

(XI. 201.)

James Vebnoh to Matthew Pbiob.

1098, August 25[-Sept. 4]. Whitehall. "As to your
tar projectors I find they have a sort of an agent nere. I

have told him, as I writ to you formerly, thai neither our

Admiralty nor \av\ Board know what to Bay to it till they

see the experiment made. I hear they are a1 work at Dunkirk.

and methinks it should be no great trouble to them to Bend

over one hither who is instructed in their secret, thai may
convince the incredulous of such of the effects as are triable

here. If they are shy. we are reserved." (IV. 79.)

\\\ k ii \i;i.
|

I'dw vs to Matthew Pbiob.

1698, Augusl 26| Sept. 1 1. Whitehall.-- "
I have no news o1

your ' cobbs ' [dollars] from Ireland, nor have I am directions

from yon to write to Mr. May aboul them, without which

I think I ought not.
" Mons. Paul Boyer has been verj ill of a fever, bul is upon

recovery. Sir Fleetwood Shepherd (who has for some time

been in effect dead) marched ofl yesterdaj morning
;
Admiral

Mitchell, it is said, will succeed him as Black Rod. .
s n Henry

Hobarl had a quarrel with one Mr. U Neve in Norfolk, and

fighting, the former was run into the guts, of which I

dead, and the other into the arm.
'•

I c.innot find any direction yel coup- for your additional

allowance." (VIII. 333.)

The M LBQ1 [S DE TOBCTC to [MATTHEW Pb*

L698, Sept. 8. [N.S.] Compiegne. Informing him that

the duty on wines and liquors imported into Paris must
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be paid by everybody ; even on wines intended for the King.

In Lord Portland's case, it is true, the wine was admitted
free on the assurance that the duty would be paid, but it

is still owing. Therefore the duty demanded of Lord Jersey

is in no way exceptional ; and his passport does not exempt
from payment. French. Signed. (XX. 147.)

Matthew Prior to John Tucker.

1698, Sept. 10. [N.S.] Paris.—" The last letter I troubled

you with was to desire you to fix my affair with Mr.

May, but by the abstract of a letter I received from him last

post I see what opinion he has of it. I must protest to you
before I say anything of this affair that I am abundantly
convinced of your sincere friendship to me, and .that I am
assured you were as much mistaken in the man as I was,

and that you meant a common kindness to two friends when
3*ou desired me to employ him during my absence : this

being said, you will imagine that I cannot enough admire
that a man, that by all his letters to me has never mentioned
anything in a year and half of his being employed as first

secretary by my consent and kindness, should thus' act with

me ; and that too when by his own letters he has given me
account from time to time of what has been received in the

office ; and not only so, but when he knows that my Lord
Galway has in a manner excused to me by letter his having
abridged some of the fees, and that the Secretary of State has

by the King's own order excused more than once my absence

upon account of my being absent on the King's business and
by his own order ; and that he has seen that the Lords Justices

themselves have and will continue to divide the appointment
with my Lord Jerse}?', who is just in the same case with me

;

and that Mr. May knows it was in my power to have nominated
anybody else to act in my stead. The sum of all this is, that

if he persists in the opinion he is now in, I shall be obliged

to right myself as I can, which, I think, will be by drawing
up a factum from the letters that have passed between us,

and soliciting all the interest I can possibly make to do
myself right. Mr. May will best judge if he will get the

better of me upon this proceeding, or if this may not do him
more prejudice than he is aware of, and if he does not stake

his reputation, and possibly his fortune against six or seven

hunched pounds. But before I will do anything of this kind

I will write him a friendly letter ; and if upon it he thinks

good to return me the whole, always standing to your
arbitration, which I will do most heartily, our affair may go
well, and the secret of this last demarch of his may be kept

between us three, and shall be forgotten by me as to any
resentment or heart-burning hereafter. But if Mr. May goes

on in the way he is now, he must not impute it to me as a fault

if I strive to do myself the severest justice. Whatever happens

of this kind, I hope the friendship between you and myself will



never be diminished by what any third person can effect
;

as I have evident right on my Bide, bo I know between yon
and 1 si* I have interest more than sufficient to back it,

bul I will act in relation to him whom you have thought
your friend as becomes me, who really .mi and will always

continue bo." Copy. (XI. 203 •'•.)

.1 \\1 BS \ ' M M'llll.w PlMui;.

1698, Sept. 1[-11]. Whit. 'hall. -"By a letter I received

this day from my Lord Portland 1 find an account is Bent you
that In- had moved Hi- Majesty, ami your double allowance

is Bettled from the time <>t \ <-r. This hath been

a frank ami generous kindness, and 1 wish you had nothing

to do but to reap the benefit <>t it. I hear the Lords of the

Treasury air now afraid of the precedent, and even those

wh<> would not have you disappointed are tor changing the

method, and instead daily alio would have you

receive it by way of bounty in a lump. This will In- indifferent

to you, provided you have your total at last."' (IV. .si.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

169s. Sept. 12. [X.S.I Paris -"I have the favour of

Your Excellency's letter of the 2nd, but \i came only with

those of the 5th. I hope to hear in a post or two from Your
llency, though I dare not press you, for 1 know how-

little leisure you have, but tin- correspondent presses me
by B[raconier], though, indeed, he has little to give us for

the value of what he has had from Your Excellency : and
Bra[conierj presses me likewise tor himself; Bayly, too,

desires to know what is to become of him, if he i- to stay where
he is. and if Your Excellency will continue him his pension

there ; and the last pension 1 will trouble Your Excellency

about is my own, which. 1 hope, you will n to have
settled by reason the treasury is now in a condition to pay
me something of it.

• Davi( -
e >tten to Saint Germains ; la- pretends he

would refund the monej it he -aw an order under your hand
for his so doing, but h< a villain that there i-

nothing to be done with him. Colonel Burk has endeavoured
with great industry I Your Excellency (as you already

know) in tins affair, and when Your Excellency aees pi

to recommend the poo!' man- case to lli~ Majesty's com-
miseration, it will be ii-. i charity in you.

It is hardly worth troubling you with what they d

Compiegnc, it i- 30 dirty then- that the hi a hardly

move; 1 do not go there, not having had any orders, ami
waiting upon my Lord (as my duty commands me
here).

"The squadron which the Count d'Est ommand
arrived at Toulon, which is the only considerabli

this post affords.
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" I cannot get Riqcaut to finish your picture yet, though I

press him as much as I can possibly." Copy. (XL 208-10.)

R[ichard] Powys to Matthew Prior.

1698, Sept. 5[-15]. Whitehall.—" On Friday last Mr.

Chancellor of the Exchequer enquired of me how much the

doubling of your allowance would come to. Accordingly

I made him a state thereof, by which it appeared to be 728/.
;

he afterwards ordered a warrant to be drawn for the King
to sign, to pay to you 500?. as of the King's bounty, which
was sent that night to Mr. Blathwayt for the King to sign.

The fees of this will cost you more than your other money.
" I have so many obligations to you that I blush to think

you should add to them by sending me a present of wine.

If you please to let it be directed to Isaac Manlev, Esq., at

the Custom House, London, and to let 'me know when you
send it and by what ship, I hope to save the custom."

Postscript.—" Sir Robert Howard being dead, the Treasury
have constituted the Chancellor's brother, Mr. Christopher

Montague, Auditor of the Receipt of Exchequer, which is a
' bob ' for the noble Marquis of Carmarthen." (VIII. 337.)

The Earl of Portland to Matthew Prior.

1698, Sept. 5[-15]. Loo.
—

" Je vous remercie de vostre

derniere du 29 d'Aoust
;
j'avois appris l'entree et l'audience

des Ambassadeurs de l'Estat
;

je ne scay si vous coures

risque de la vie pour avoir veu le Roy Jaques, mais bien

que j'ay ry de tout mon cceur de votre recit ; c'est la

plus sotte chose du monde d'estre oblige de changer de ton
et de style d'un bout de la chambre a l'autre. Si j'avois

veu vostre Gouverneur sur son bidet faisant son homage a la

portiere je suis seur que je l'aurois fait rougir ; mais tout ce

jeu est ridicule et ne sauroit durer longtemps ; et il faut

que cela tourne de l'une ou de l'autre maniere.
" II me semble que vous estes de sentiment que la pension

devoit estre payee devant la retraitte, mais je ne suis pas
de cette opinion. J'ay parle au Roy touchant le temps que
vous aurez l'augmentation de vos gages ; Sa Majeste la

accorde depuis le temps de vostre depart, mais il ne veut pas
que cela se sache a cause de la consequence dont cela seroit

pour d'autres. Ainsi j'ay escrit a Messrs. Montagu et Vernon
pour les prier de consulter ensemble pour voir la maniere de
le faire facilement.

" II faudra un peu savoir ce que Ton pourra dormer par
an a Br[acon]ier, et de quoy vous croyez qu'il puisse vivre,

et puis je le lui feray avoir, car le Roy y'a consenti."

Postscript.—" Je voudrois que la calesche que Mons. du Mont
me fait faire peut estre preste pour m'estre envoyee avec le

bagage de Mons. d'Odyck. Gardes entre vos mains l'argent

que vous avez encore a moy : je vous ecriray comment
en disposer a moins que Mons. d'Odyck n'en eut besoin

pour le service du Roy." (IV. 86.)
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M \ riiiKW Pbiob to i he El \i:i. 01 P( >B ii \M'.

1698, Sept. 15. [N.S.] Parifi "] have the honour ot

Your Excellency's letter <<< the 5th I hall saj no more
Hi His Majesty s goodness to me, or of 5Tour Lordship's

favour in procuring it, than that I shall always stud} bj mj
zeal and diligence in His Majesty's Bervice to deserve the

continuance of both to me, and I will make**no other com
pliment upon it to ^ • »i 1 1 Excellency than thai I will always

be obedient and active in performing all your orders and

commands.
"

1 shall write on Wednesday some hints I have had ol

Letters which will be Bent into England from Si Germains
;

I shall write of it. I Bay, to the Secretary oi State
;

I do not

trouble your Excellency with i1 yet, since the informations

I have are imperfect and the wa\ ot Bending i>\ Holland a

little Bubjecl to uncertainty
;

bul I write to the Secretary in

cipher, which is Bomething surer.

"Bayly has been with me again: I write to Mr Van
Leuven about the continuance of his allowance; I have not

heard in Borne time from the correspondent, nor can he, I

think, have much at this Beasorj more than he has already

told us

"The ladies aboul whom B[raconier] interested himseli

are gone this morning for England : I have recommended
them to Mr. Boyle and Fielding by letter; I believe they

are lather whores than plotters.

"We have little public news: the enclosed will tell you
how furiously they attack and bom gloriously they defend

themselves al Compiegne, bul the wet weather spoils all the

parade. People that have a mind to Laugh call it the Camp
des Marionnettes, and they call Mons. de Boufflers Briocher,

which is the name of the master of the marionnettes hen

Paris. It is not only my Governor who mounts his bidet

upon occasions; your friend Boufflers doe- as much, he

treated the Court the LOth and King .lames with a great deal

of splendour and magnificence and rid out with the latter in

the afternoon. He is bo pleased with this command that

(I am credibly informed) he designs to buy the village of

Coudun, where the headquarters are. and get it annexed to

hi- Duchy of Boufflers, and will have it called Coudun les

Row; but though this 1"' Beriously talked, I own it Looks

too ridiculous to be true.

"King James came from Ck>mpiegne the L3th, and in his

way to Saint Germains called at Challiol [Chaillot], where

the Queen was in devotion till his return. I kn<>w not if I

explained myself righl as to these people's pensions being

paid by what I laid before Your Excellencj of the discourse

I had' upon that Bubject with Mons de Lauzun four
Lordship sees how I act with all of them that -peak about

this business; and what I meant was only how fax I might

venture to say the pension would be paid in 0886 they were
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removed ; for as I have said to them all, I always understood

this to be the secret condition upon which it was promised,

and that I thought (as I am sure the French plenipotentiaries

must do) at the signing the Peace, that we could never be

thought to give away such a sum of money on any other

account or consideration, and for the truth of this I always

referred them to my Lord Jersey, when he should come, who
was at the signing the Peace, and thus far I was sure I could

not be wrong, for it was what I had said to Colonel Hussey

before Your Excellency.
" According to the commands you gave me in your letter

of the 5th, I have waited on Mr. d'Odyck, and signified to

him that I am ready to pay him the 3,000 livres when he shall

require it ; and I shall likewise take care that the calesche and

the pictures be ready to be brought with his goods into

Holland. I hasten Rigault as much as possible.

" Upon this occasion of the picture I have a petition to

make to Your Excellency, which I would have spoken of

whilst you were here, but I really durst not ; it is that I have

and shall have the pictures of the Masters I have had the

honour to serve under, as my Lord Pembroke, Jersey, etc.,

and if Your Excellency would give me leave to have your

picture copied by Rigault I should esteem it, as I ought to

do, as a very great favour. I would not by this have the

impudence to beg 30Z. of you for the charge I would pay,

but I only mean that I durst not take the boldness to have

the copy taken without having Your Excellency's consent.

Monsieur Van Leiien will give me Your Excellency's answer

upon this request of mine without my giving Your Excel-

lency the trouble of an answer." Copy. (XL 210-15.)

Matthew Prior to H. May.

1698, Sept, 17. [N.S.] Paris.—" I must trouble you again

about Mr. Zurlauben's affair. He desires that you would

give this letter to the lady with whom he left his plate, and

to return her answer either written or verbal, which he will,

he says, rest satisfied in. This importunity is rather from my
Lord Portland than myself, so I can the easier desire you

to pardon it.

" But I must beg your patience to hear me upon another

subject, in which I only am interested ; 'tis upon the

contents of the letter I had the honour to receive from you

of the 11th of August, which I would not answer too

suddenly or rashly, but upon consideration, and with the

kindness of a friend.
" First, therefore, you must give me leave to tell you that

no man could be more surprised than I was that you and I

understood each other so very little. Mr. Tucker, my good

friend, interceded with me that you should exercise my
employment whilst His Majesty's service ordered me else-

where. I consented to it readily, and thought no man so
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as he whom two of the Lords Justices had honoured with tin-

tide of Second Secretary, bul as well Mr. Tucker's lettei

touts for .i year and half, which I have by me, save m<

I thought) to understand thai you were deputed bj me, and

accountable to me . and I refei mj i LI to you it in this year

and half you ever gav< me anj one word or"* ninl t" the

oonl 1:1 in .

\ to your being named b\ their Excellencies the Lords

•Justices, sub judia lis est : I take it for granted thai the Firsl

Secretary beinc appointed bj the King, Mi- Majesty orders

or dispenses with the service .1- he judges proper, and .1- he

does with thai ol one ol the Lords Justices ; and I have reason

to think their Excellencies are of the aame opinion. How
far Bis Majesty will b< pleased to interest himsell in this -mall

affair of mine will be seen hereafter; a1 Leasl I am sure he

knows thai I am here by his special order and appointment,

and thai I had rather be at Dublin performing the functions

of my place than contending a1 this distance for whal I esteem

m\ right.

The Letters thai by His Majesty's command have keen

written into Ireland aboul me confirm me in this opinion,

for why should the I hike of Shrewsbury and my Lord

Portland by lli> .Majesty's order and consent write to have

.Mr. Prior's absence dispensed with it' Mr. May was to have

the profits I Could all that His Majesty meant by this In-

only that Mr. Prior should qo1 be tmncd ou1 from his place

in Ireland because he was commanded 1<» serve in Holland

or France; because the King would not Lei him conn' from the

first of these places till the Peace was made, and commanded
him to stay iii the second till he thoUghl good to recall him 1

If this had been all. wh.it need had I of these Letters 1 For

if the Lords Justices had written to me thai I musl repair

to Dublin or lose my charge, it had keen time enough for me
to have procured such Letters in m\ favour, bu1 on the con-

trary I have always had very obliging Letters from their

Excellencies to invite me, when lli> Majesty's orders Bhould

command, to come to m\ charge. I hope m\ zeal and industry

in their service will show the 3ense I have of their favour;

kui indeed I can never think thai ike King's order or their

Excellencies
9

should complimenl m« so nicelj with ike name
of Secretary a- not to intend me one farthing of die income,

and I think the third of my masters is so far in mj case as

to be on my side, though I perceive in this almosl year and

half yon have been so far from consulting him in it as never

to have written to kiin.

"The sum of all is, Sir, thai as yet I have neither written

or spoken to any person bul to Mr. Tucker aboul the Btate

of our affair ; if you please to render me an accounl oi the fees

legally and fairK received in ike office from the 17th of May,

1097, on which day ike King nominated me Firel Secretary
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of Ireland (always understanding that I allow you a con-

sideration for acting as such, which consideration shall be

left to the arbitrage of Mr. Tucker), I shall be satisfied and

the affair terminated ; but if you persist in the sentiment

wherein you are at present, you must allow me to use all

my interests and solicit all my friends that I may have that

done me which I esteem justice. This, Sir, I leave to your

consideration : favour me as soon as you can conveniently

with an answer, and act with me in the same free and open

manner as I do with you, for as yet the thing is only between

you, Mr. Tucker, and myself, and may still continue only

so if you please ; but if you think otherwise of it, do me the

justice to say that I writ to you in this friendly way before

I thought of righting myself by any other." Copy. (XI.

216-21.)

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

1698, Sept. 17. [N.S.] Paris.—" I have the favour of your

letter of the 1st, the day after I had rejoiced over one

from my Lord Portland, which told me my allowance was

doubled. I cannot help it if the King's generosity in this

point does not agree with the methods of the Treasury, but

I know that His Majesty, my Lord Portland, Mr. Mountague

and ]\Ir. Vernon may either give me 40s. a day or an

equivalent, and I think the fellow in Terence was no ill

counsellor that said

Quaeso, quando id quod veils non posslt, veils Id quod

potest.

The only difference that I see between your methods is that

your 500/. at a lump and 500/. after will give you more trouble,

for provided these sums are repeated often enough to make
the calculation even with 40s. a day augmented (I keep to

my text, you see), neither Mr. Powys or I shall be much
concerned.

" In short, you may do what you please with me, for whilst

you are Secretary of State it is as much impossible that you

should let me want, as it is that I should be insensible of

your favour.
" We have nothing stirring here more than the enclosed

informs you, and if every post afforded as little as this, I

think I should hardly deserve what I have already. Pray

send me word if you know the hand in which this enclosed

is written, for in it is that the Abbe Renaudot has the article

from England for his Gazette, and my correspondent says it

comes from the office. " Copy. (XL 221-23.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1698, Sept. 12[-22]. Whitehall.
—

" I have received your

letter of the 16th inst., N.S., and we have since had a

confirmation by the Corunna packet-boat of the ill
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condition of the King of Spain's health, which, I am afraid,

threatens us with trouble enough,
"The enclosed piece of news you senl me I ooncludi

the handwriting of Mora. Delafaye, who translates th<

here 1 1 1 <
» French, and I believe hath held a lonj

pondence with . \ I »l >«'• Renaudot. What i- in thai paper
in. great consequence."

Postscript. "
I believe iron have heard of three brol

who were formerly in a proclamation and taken tip oil

account of the assassination, viz., George, Thomas, and Bevill

Higgons. There appeared no proofs against them of that

crime, hut their affections t" the Government were neither

remarkable before nor since. 1 hear thej are lately gone over

into Prance, and particularly thai Thomas Eliggoni

to St. Germains
;

you will be able to Lr<t the besl account

whether it be so or not. and what business Inin-r- him
thither, You will endeavour therefore to be informed with

whom lie converses, and in what manner, and whether the

two brothers are with him.
"

I am likewise told of one Charles Eden, sou to Toby
Eden, of the Exchequer Office, thai he is lately gone to St.

Gennains ; I hope you will find those who can satisfy ii£ in

the truth of it." (IV. 90.)

J. Van Leeuwen to Matthew Prior.

1698, Sept. L3| 23]. Loo.— '' You will he pleased to tell

Baylev that he is to be continued as before, and a- long

as he shall deserve it. Pray acquaint him that I received his

letter with the enclosed tor Bis Excellency, and that he will

Continue upon the same toot. The money for him is to be

remitted to you out of the privj purse.
• Hi- Excellency [Portland] is willing to present you with

a eop\ of his picture, and you have only to sel Rigaull at

work without Loss of lime, tor Hi- Lordship is impatient to

have the original. Be pleased t<> paj Rigaull for your copj

and place il at my account."

"His Majesty's departure for Cell i- fixed upon this d.i\

Bennight, the 30th inst., and accordingly all the rda

roil, regulated and ordered already. I believe thai

it Will he four Week- I.efolV 1 he |\ I 1 1 g call he hark al
!

His Majesty will be attended with a good number ol persons of

quality, as Mons. < mverkerk, Lords Tort land. Albemarle, Essex,

Lexington, Raby, Monpouillan, Selkirk, Gatigny, Blathwayt

and some other's.
r

|'he Duke [of Oelle] make- great pn-p.ir

ations for His Majesty's reception." (IV. 96.)

.1 \mk- Yr.i:\"\ to M \ i i in Nl PRIOR.

1698. Sept. 15| 26]. Whitehall.
-

"
I have your letter of

the 20th inst. to acknowledge. I care not h<»w long your

express is deterred that should bring us the new- of the King
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of Spain's death. We had rather you should hold on making
mock camps and take Compiegne over and over, provided

you let Barcelona and Madrid alone.

" I hear one Cavenagh is gone over lately who is son to a

page of the back stairs at St. Germains. If you hear any
account of him. you will let me know it, and whether he be

employed as one of their ordinary messengers.
" I am told that my Lord Molyneux's eldest son and one

Mr. Fenwick are lately come over hither. If they have been

at St. Germains, I suppose you will have heard of it."

(IV. 91.)

The Earl of Portland to Matthew Prior.

1698, Sept. 25. [N.S.] Loo.—Concerning the petition of

Prevost and Bonnet, Canons of Orange, to King William

to confirm their appointment to the benefices to which they

were presented by King Louis during the interregnum.*

Their case as well as that of the Abbess of St. Andre is

warmly supported by the Bishop of Orange and the Ministers

of the Court of France. His Majesty has acceded to their

desire, but the Pope complains of an encroachment on the

rights of the Church, and has notified the Commandant of

Orange that, if the Canons are left in possession of their benefices,

he will forbid all commerce between the County of Avignon
and the Principality of Orange ; although no complaint was
made during the interregnum.

As His Majesty granted the confirmation as a favour to

the Bishop and the Ministers, it is only right that they should
use their influence at the Court of Rome to prevent the

enforcement of the Pope's threat ; and Mons. Blisson will give

further information to Prior and Lord Jersey whereby
Pomponne and Torcy may be induced to make representations

to the Nuncio with this object. It should be pointed out
that the Princes of Orange have -enjoyed the regale within the

Principality from time immemorial without opposition from
the Papacy ; and this is merely a case of confirmation.

Further, if the interdict were put into execution, the inhabi-

tants of the county would be the greater sufferers, as their

possessions in the Principality exceed those of the Orangeois
in the county. Lastly, it should be hinted that by reason of

the good understanding which King William purposes to

maintain with the King of France, it is his intention to

nominate none but natives of Orange or Frenchmen of the

neighbourhood recommended by the French Court to vacant
benefices, so that it is to the interest of the French Court to

prevent the Pope from impeding His Majesty's exercise of

the regale.

The assistance of the Dutch Ambassadors at Paris and of

Mons. de Vriberghen should also be solicited. French. Signed,

(IV. 96-7.)

• I.e., while the Principality wa« occupied by the French.
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Matthew Prtor to the Earl of Portland.

1698, Sept 29. [N.S.] Paris.—" On Saturday my Lord
Jersey had a private audience of the Bong in bis closet, tin*

Marquis de Torsi, Mons. de Saint ot and myself being only
present; it was (as it used to be) a great deal of protestation

of the King of France's side thai lie would cultivate the

friendship and good correspondence with the King our M
and do everything by which he might render my Lord
Ambassador's stay here agreeable to him, but for all I

fine words, King James and Queen Mary were a1 Versailles

at six the same afternoon, and the Prince of Wales with the

children at four. I had the curiosity in the afternoon, whilst

my Lord Jersey was visiting some ladies, to be in the greal

apartments whilst the boy went by : I bad only shatterheaded

young Saintot with me, whom I took for a chaperon ; \<>uv

Excellency will imagine bow my Lords Perth and Melford

looked upon one who saw their Prince come by without
paying him any respect. It was told (I perceived) to the child

who I was : he is not handsome. |,ut he is lively enough.

"Though this letter may be broken open, I think it may
be written without any cipher, that in the sense of all

understanding men, even of the French here, this Court makes
a very ridiculous figure, whilst in the morning they receive

an ambassador from the King of England, and are visited

in the afternoon as they were on Saturday. At Fontaine-

bleau there will be difficulties of this kind, which I do not

see how they can get over, for it will be extremely odd for

my Lord Jersey to stay behind whilst all the ambassadors
go, and it will be very hard for His Excellency to be at the

public meetings and assemblies there without seeing King

James and his followers.

"This Court will have it that the Kmg of Spain is better,

and that he will be once more removed to Toledo

"Everybody is very kind to Lord Jersey, my Governor
is particularly so.

My Lord goes again to Versailles to-morrow, and will. I

believe, speak to Mons. Pomponne upon the affair, which

appears so very senseless that the Court of France oughl to

be first in remedying it.

"Mons. d'Odyck took his leave of this Court yesterd

Copy. (XL 224-6.)

Matthew Timor to James Vernon.

1698, Oct. 1. [N.S.] Paris.—" My Lord Jersey has had

his private audiences in the accustomed manner, and with

all the satisfaction imaginable as to the exterior, hut for all

the fair words we had from the Kin- on Saturday, King James
and Queen Mary were a t Versailles a1 aix, afternoon, and
the Prince of Wales was with the children at four. I had

the curiosity, whilst my Lord Ambassador was visiting the

ladies, to see the boy as he passed through the great apart-
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ments. My Lord Perth and Melford were with him
;

you

will imagine how they looked upon an Englishman that let

their Prince pass by without taking any notice of him
;

it

was told the boy, I 'perceived by his looking, who I was
;
he

is not handsome, but he is very lively. I can tell you he is

a true Papist, for I saw him say his prayers and cross himself

before the altar. After all it is a ridiculous figure that the

Court of France makes, halting thus between God and Baal.

I know not what they will do at Fontainebleau, whither they

have already invited King James and his Court, and where

also my Lord Jersey will go and expect to be used with all

the dignity that an English Ambassador should have ;
but by

twenty things here I perceive they are mightily embarrassed

about it. All my correspondents are out at their posts
;
so

not having seen but one of them this week, I can only tell

you in general that persons and letters come frequently from

England to St. Germains, and that everybody is welcome

that comes thither with a story from your side, though it be

never so ridiculous. One of the Higgens has been here at

Paris, and I am told has been privately at St. Germains. I

have not heard of the others mentioned either in yours or in

Mr. Ellis' letters." Copy. (XL 226-8.)

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

1698, Oct. 4. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" I have had a fellow with

me—n is name is Dennis Kelly, his country Ireland—who
per various causes came . into France after the business of

Limerick, lias long been ill-used at St. Germains, was in

England last winter, where he would have gotten some money
of some Jacobites, or have discovered them to you, or any-

thing for bread; but was chased from England by one Mrs.

Chilton, who was laundress to the Prince of Wales, she

frightening the fellow by telling him she had interest with

Sir Stephen Fox and would have him lie in a jail ;
and the

fellow being afraid, for that one witness in England is not

sufficient, otherwise he would have discovered her and others

who hold correspondence at St. Germains. Tins is the

fellow's story as you will see by the enclosed papers which

he has given me. The question is if anything he has here

said, or that you think he can say is worthy of your hearing

or your vouchsafing him a pardon. What he says for himself

thai looks in the least meritorious is that he knows all the

faces that have appeared at St. Germains for seven years

past." Copy. (XL 230-1.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1698, Sept. 26[-Oct. 6]. Whitehall.—" I should be glad

to have a certain account what the person you mention

has been doing at St. Germains. There is a rumour as if a

great number of horses were lately gone thither. I question
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whether any are so generous as to send them for presents.

We heard a good deal of one Lewis in the Plot tune who
had been gentleman of tin- horse to my Lord Feversham :

this person bought most of the horses for the assassination,

and kept some of them in Somerset Souse stables. I

told he hath Lately carried over a parcel <>f ftOrses for Pa

if any of them go to St. Germains, if is aol unlikely bul

those may be presents ; as least the man will I"- well received

for his former services." (IV. 92.)

H. May to Matthew Prior.

1698, Sept. 27[-Oct. 7]. Dublin Castle. -Explaining the

cause of his misunderstanding with Prior as to the salary

of the First Secretary at Dublin, and promising to hand

over such a share of the receipts of the office as Tucker shall

think just to the person appointed by Prior to receive

it. Is anxious to meet Prior in a reasonable spirit, so that

the matter may go no further than themselves and Tucker.

(IV. 93-4.)

The Earl of Portland to Matthew Prior.

1698, Oct. 7. [N.S.] Goeur [Goeree].
—

" J'ay bien receu vostre

derniere du 22 passe. II est certain que la declaration

du Roy de France, que vous m'avez envoyee, me semble

estre contraire au traitte de Ryswyck et au commerce de la

nation Anglaise aux Indes. Je ne scay quel tour ils voudmnt

donner a cela
;

je crains que nous ne soyons souvent sub jet

a des pareilles choses si des le commencement Ton ne les

peut arrester. Nous sommes ici depuis vendredi passe\ et a

la fin de la semaine prochaine je croys que le Roy sera de

retour a Loo, j'espere que ma chaise et mes portraits seronl

prets pour estre envoyez en Hollande avec le bagage de Mons.

d'Odyck, je vous prie d'asseurer my Lord et my Lady Jersey

de mes tres humbles services." (IV. 102.)

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

1698, Oct. 8. [N.S.] Paris.—" The Mareschal de VHleroy

spoke himself to the Kins that the houses might be open and

the waterworks mighl play for my Lady Jersey . yet, after

all, the deputy-officers we're only attending, and not a drop

of wine or coffee offered to us in the whole two d

fast these people lose the merit of their civility to my Lord

Portland, and so evidently it appears that their kindness to

us was constrained, momentary, dissembled and unnatural.

* My Lord expects orders every day from OUT Court i

to Fontainebleau. I can't imagine what they will do with

King James if we go; but let them look to that.

"I sent you last post a poor devil's petition :
I think yon

may e'en have the whole Court of them. Lord Middleton

and all, if you think it worth your while." Copy. (XI. 232.)

i:—i8
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James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1698, Sept. 29[-Oct, 9]. Whitehall.—" I told you of Lewis

earning over horses. I hear most of them are said to be

presents to the Comte de Roussy [Rouci La Rochefoucauld] :

vou will soon know whether he be the ultimate end.

"I am afraid Brocard is but an idle fellow, and bragged

of more than ever he intended to perform." (IV. 98.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

1698, Oct, 10. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" I have the honour of your

letter of the 25th, and having communicated it to Mons.

Blisson, am informed by him, as Your Excellency will see by
his letter which I send enclosed, that the affair between the

King and the Vice-Legate of Avignon has changed since the

writing of your letter, and that no further step can be made
in it till we shall receive His Majesty's orders upon what Mons.
Blisson has written to Your Lordship of the 26th and 29th,

upon which answers I shall obey your commands.
" Mons. Heemskirk and Mons. Vrybergen are at Fontaine-

bleau ; I suppose my Lord Jersey will go thither, and I

shall follow His Excellency thither the next week (this

being Friday), so that, as I presume your orders will come
whilst I am there, we shall have opportunities of discoursing

as well the Ministers as the Nonce at that place. 1478 [King
James] and 1479 [Queen Mary] are doing some business :

1438 will send 984 one 45,9,63, 50, 55, 95, 72, 68 [Hamilton]

and 984 is to protect his voyage, and thus Lady Bell is to

write to Lady Essex. 984 shall hear more of it as it comes
to anything.* Little people are always going and coming.

Of all this I have informed Mr. Secretary, and send a man
into England, who will not be useless, having known every-

body here for seven years past.
" Mons. d'Odyck will set out from hence on Wednesday

next ; I do everything in my power to hasten the calesh

and the pictures, but the Devil is in the workmen of Paris,

they eternally promise and eternally deceive.
" The civilities of these people appear to have been forced

;

for all the mighty work they made when Your Excellency

saw the King's houses, there was only a controller or two to

show them to my Lord Jersey and his Lady, and as little

empressement and civility as can be imagined." Copy. (XL
233-5.)

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

1698, Oct. 15. [N.S.] Paris.—" Brocard has again been
with me : he tells me 859, 480, 9, 1339, 1035, 209, 127, 1123d,

447, 832, 494, 429, 540, 209, 1454 489, 865, 465, 637, 1339.

He knows not 525, but hopes he shall in some time. I know
* Cf- PP- 281, 284, 297, 307, 326, iufra. The decipher, so far as positively

ascertained, is : a, 9, b, 15, (1, 27, o, 32, g, 42, fa, 45, i or j, 50, 1, 55, 5S. m, 6H, n, 68,

o, 72, r, 84, 85, s. 89, t, 96, u or v, ]02, y, 114. Some of the numbers are not
resoluble into the cipher, nor otherwise interpretable.



not what to make of him. T have furnished him with the money
he required of me, and will not send a Letter he has written

to you till I hear more perfectly what this thing can mean,
and in that case you may expect a messenger : one oannot

be too alert upon these occasions, but I know not what to

make of friend Brocard : he is a riddle.

"As to the volunteer, I think we had best -end him, for

he can be of no use here, and possibly may d<> some service

on your side. The man seems to have a great inclination 1<>

be honest: his parts indeed do not go very far. You may
send him away again or do what you will with him, he thinks

that only being hanged in England (which is the worst he

can fear) is equivalent to being starved here
;
quicquid praeter

s/iiiii evenerit, omne id deputabit esse in Ivx/ro.

"The Higgens, and some other of that gang are here: 1

think their bringing horses from England is only to Bell them
advantageously here, and mosl of the St. Germains people

turn the penny this way.

"We have no orders yet from His Majesty about our Lr"in Lr

to Fontainebleau. 1 wish my brother Jimmy joy of his new-

honour.
"I hope, my warrant for the 5001. is returned. I know-

nothing can make my stay here agreeable hut my Lord Jere

being here. Give us whatever you can, we -hall both eome
home beggars: for never were people so undone and so

expensive as these of this Court." Cop;/. (XI. 239-41.)

Matthew Prior to Charles Boyle, CHRisTorui.i:

Codrington and Spencer Compton.

1698, Oct. 15. [N.S.] Paris.—" I am glad, my good Eriends

Boyle and Coddrington, that you stand so near each other

that a man may take aim at you at once. I wish Compton
had subscribed too, that one letter might have served you

all three; for though I bustle about and |>a<s for a man
of business, I am as idle as the best of you. 1 must write to

my correspondents, but for my friends 1 only trouble them

when I have occasion for their help ; these are my principles ;

you may act with me accordingly. I thank you. my dear

Mr. Boyle (if you are so, but they say your brother is dead

and you are an earl), For your hospitality to mj Ladies : Borne,

you know, have received angels in the shape of strangers, but

mine, I think, are flesh and blood, at Least they pass tor auoh

at Paris; they are of that number that my Lord Eastings

calls succulent' ladies. What they came to do in England,

God knows, if to plot, or upon some more innocent design.

My Lord Portland, however, is obliged to you for your care

and kindness in observing and visiting them, and bo i- his

secretary." Copy.
"Colonel Coddrington, your father, is dead, and if yon

have not philosophy enough to sustain the Loss, hum your

Malebranche and wet your pocket handkerchief
;

hut if you
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are a true heir, come again to the Marais, where I have a little

house and will receive you as I love you. Your Toriano is a

little under the dominion of the moon ;
he will go to Mont-

pellier because four doctors send him ;
he says, he intends to

lie cured of a consumption here, because he recovered of it

last summer in England : the man, indeed, is whimsical, it is

pity ; he is gone forward, God speed him. I laughed at him

as little as I could, which was all, I think, you could in reason

expect from me." Copy.
" And thou, though last, not least in my affections, Spencer

Compton, where dost thou live, or what dost thou do ?

Pray bid Robin resolve me this question. Hopkins is here

and going to Italy. We remember you when we think of

our friends in England. Adieu.

Postscript.—"My service to the Fish against he prints a

new miscellany. I will, as I have promised him, look up some

bad verses to hinder the sale of the book. Do they translate

Lucan ? or how do the Muses go forward ? " (XI. 242-3.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

1698, Oct, 17. [N.S.] Paris.—"I have heard nothing

more of what I wrote last to Your Excellency ;
if there be

anything in it, the man will probably apply himself to me
before he comes to Your Excellency, or if he comes to Your

Excellency, the hint I have given by the character will be

sufficient. I wrote no plainer, because I take it for granted

that all my letters are broke open ; it is for this reason that

I do not send you word of two or three other things of this

kind of which I write to Mr. Secretary.
" King James and his Queen were never better received

or more courted than they are at present at Fontainebleau ;

everybody goes to her toilette, and as soon as she is dressed,

the King of France waits on her from her own apartment

to Mass : at table the two old gentlemen and she in the

middle sit at the top, and in the evening the Court is made

to her as if she were Queen Regent. This one may write

without character, for if anybody should break it open, they

would find only that the conduct of this Court is extremely

ridiculous ; I have told some here that it is very far from

giving us any jealousy, but they might give us leave to laugh

at it.

"We expect His Majesty's orders to my Lord Jersey

to-morrow concerning his going to Fontainebleau, which will,

I think, a little embarrass these people.
" Salieaux promises me most faithfully that the calesh

shall be ready and packed up by to-morrow night ;
so that

I shall send it with Mons. d'Odyck's things on Sunday

morning ; but the pictures that stuttering rogue Rygault will

not, or (as he says) cannot finish so soon ; and indeed I know
not when he will, for he has a vast deal of work upon his

hands." Cory. (XI. 245-6.)
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Mai'i iikw Pbiob bo Jambs \ ebb

L608, Oct. is. [N.S.] Paris. " We have no ord
from Zell, or wherever else our Courl may be, ;

to Fontainebleau, I n n reckoning from the date of the l<

we wrote for that purpose, we expecl an answer to-day or

to-morrow.
"Our friends of St. Germains shine extremely a! Font)

bleau : all the court is made bo Queen Marj , ever
at her toilette in the morning, from whence the King oi F]

leads her to chapel: the two Kings and bhe Queen in the

midst sit at the head of the table al dinner with equal marks
of distinction and sovereignly, and ' a boire pout /•

iVAngleterre ! ' ou 'your la Reirn '

is spoke as loud and with

the same ceremony as
'

pour le li<>< when they mean their

own King. It is really not a right figure which we make,

being here at Paris whilst all the other ministers are al < louii ;

and on the other side, I know not what we sin mid do there,

or how behave ourselves in a place where the two Courts are

inseparable.

"Monsieur and Madame returned on Thursday bo Fon-

tainebleau, and the Duchess of Lorraine began her journey

to Bar the same day.
" Mon.s. d'Odyck sets out to-day or to-morrow with his

family towards Holland.

"The King of Spain's health is so well confirmed that we
begin not to inquire so much about it.

" I have sent Brocard to Fontainebleau, and have h<

nothing from him since his going." Copy. (XI. 247-8.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Pembroke.

1698, Oct. 20. [N.S.] Paris.—"The King of Spain's health,

about which we have been chiefly solicitous, is so well

established as that he walks abroad, and is as likely to

live now as he has keen at any time for some past.

For all the preparations this Court makes in case he should

die, they will not, 1 think, be too hasty in precipitating them-

selves into a new war when it comes to the push. Choir

Bong is old, and though he - ems healthful enough in his

eating and walking, he has vapours and distempers, which

rly up to his head and will aot suffer him to apply himsell

much to business : this those aboul him keep a*

secret, but I have undoubted reason to believe it brue. II a

gardening, building walls, laying pipes, makin "n 1 -

tiom Marly to Versailles, from bhence bo Fontainebleau, then

to Chantilly and so back again, hows a more than ordinarj

desire of seeking variety, and confin od deal his b

hindered from a stricl application bo an bhing.

people, too, at leasl the mosl thinkin m, have had

time enough since the Peace bo refleel bhat bhei

ruined and their wealth drain, d for an imaginary notion ol

glory, which sunk a good deal in their Monarch
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two and thirty towns to make a peace, so that the rumour

of cavaliering is damped amongst them, and at least they

would not begin a new war so heartily, though indeed, if the

Court would have it, the rest are so little masters of their

fortunes that they must obey, and give to the last sou in the

nation.
" The King has a great sum of money in Ins coffers ; he

pays great use for it, and by doing so has brought matters

to that pass that nobody can dispose of their money so

advantageously any other way, as they can in bringing it

in to him ; especially considering that employments and
preferments are disposed of to the sons and relations of such

persons as the intendants and financiers give the best account

of. This, my Lord, is a continuation of Louvois' maxim of

making the King absolute and the people poor ;
but it has

been followed long enough already, and I question if they can

hold out another war, I mean against good part of Europe
reunited, except upon different maxims.

" The reasons why they do not open a free commerce are,

I think, that their ministers do not understand it, and that

(however they may chicane) they cannot well do it before

they lower their coin to its just value.
" Things go in relation to us as they used to do : they

are civil to us and hate us, and they are civil to King James
and despise him

• What is more to be apprehended from our acquaintance

of St. Germains than anything the French Court can give them
is their own innate illness and desire of mischief, for I may
tell Your Lordship, they never will be quiet whilst there is

a man to be had whose ambition, bigotry or despair will set

him upon an assassination : it is this that puts me into eternal

alarms, and indeed makes me acquainted with half the starving

English and Irish about Paris, for it is impossible to be too

alert in things of this nature, and it is only from them that

I fear anything that King James or King Louis can do to us.

" For all the caresses this Court, in imitation of their

Master, make to King James it is incredible what true respect

and veneration they bear to King William (as they call him)

and his merit, and how the soldiers particularly speak of

lnm. ' Le premier homme de son metier '
!

' Le plus beau prince

<ln monde!' are the least things they say of him; and when
they are free and in company where they dare venture to call

things by their own names, they downright talk of their

monarch much at the rate we did of King James a little before

he left us.
" These are only some and really some of the best, but the

generality of the nation are empty, superficial, ill people, just

fit to be oppressed and misused as they are.

.My Lord Jersey will not make his entry or have his audience

till the Court returns from Fontainebleau. He has written

to Loo to know His Majesty's pleasure as to his going to
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Fontainebleau; which will be <><l<l enough, I confess, whilsl

King .lames is there, and indeed ii is Likewise bo that Hi-

Excellency stays away, Bince everybody may guess the

reason of it. In his private audiences be has been received

with all kindness and distinction by the Grand Monarch:
how can any man of sense reconcile this man^e waj ol acting

in the meantime in relation to King James \

Quo teneam totie.s mutantrm I'rolca nodo ?

"We have married Mademoiselle d<' Chartres and senl her

away to her Duke. She is a virtuous, well-educated Prim

not handsome, but very agreeable. I do nol bear greal praise

of the Duke of Lorraine, her husband." Copy. (XI. 249

Matthew Prior to the Eabl of Portland.

1698, Oct. 20. N.S. Paris.
—"I formerly acquainted Your

Excellency that I had communicated to Mons. Blisson the

substance of your letter of the 25th September : I have done

the like to Mons. Vriberghen, who is at Fontainebleau, as is

likewise Mons. Heemskirk, and they, having by this time

had your answers to their letters of fresher dates, are, I

presume, in a condition to give Your Excellency an account

of the ecclesiastique of Orange. 1 have not been at Fontaine-

bleau, my Lord Jersey waiting (as 1 have told Your Excel-

lency) His Majesty's orders thereupon: but I can tell you

from those that have been there, that King James continues

still the very same man we always took him to be. Che

other day at his levee talking of the King our Master :—- The

Prince of Orange,' says he, ' is gone a greal journey ; 'tis four

days from Loo, but it is a great way from England : how
can he be away so long ?

' and another time, speaking of bis

little daughter :

—
' I intend,' says he, 'to send her to Poissy ;

there she shall learn Latin, that is. as much as to make her

understand where the pries! is when he says the Mass, for it

is convenient that a Catholic child of her quality Bhould be

instructed very soon in her religion.' Thus wisely, my Lord,

be talks. The Modena and Mantua envoy, are constantly

at his levee, and the French, though they bave no respecl for

him, make court to him because their monarch does; Your
Excellency knows very well the genius of these people."

" I hope the calesch will com* -ate and to your Excellency's

H * 1 1 I ^ T 1 (* ill ill

"The Abbe d'Effiat is dead." Copy. (XII. I

Mathii.w Prior to the K\ki. OF PORTLAND.

1698, Oct. 24. [N.S.] Paris. "I bave the honour oi

Your Excellency's letter of the 7th, and Mons. Heemskirk

sent me your packel of the l II from Fontainebleau, where

he continues with the Court. His Mi direction- to my
Lord Jersey for his going thither came but the day b
King James left thai Court; Sis Excellency was therefore

of opinion that his going then would look as if be bad only
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stayed till King James was returned from thence, and upon
the whole I believe he will hardly go except he has some
business great enough to justify his doing so."

" The Nonce and the Venetian Ambassadors have both

had some little affair with the Court about being placed at

the recital of an opera, but since neither of them are very
able ministers or very well-bred men, it is no great matter if

the Court or they were in the right ; but it is with some
concern that I tell Your Lordship that Mons. Heemskirk
has behaved himself there unworthy his age or character

in coming to the King's supper after he had drank, and
exposing himself by twenty indecencies. This indeed is

right nowhere, but less so here than in any part of the

world. Your Lordship knows these people and the nicety

of living with them, which, as far as I hear, this ambassador
has been very far from regarding : but this I only say to you,
my Lord and Master, and you will be pleased to manage it,

for I have no more to say to it than that I wish everything
that relates to the common union between Holland and
England may be worthy of the great monarch that commands
both." Copy. (XII. 16-17.)

H. May to J[ohn] Tucker.

1698, Oct. 15[-25]. Dublin.—"I think
that I told you in London what my Lord Galway said in

relation to Mr. Prior's deputing me, and also that I sent you
word from Chester of their having pitched on me to act

during his absence, but I confess I did not then (as I should
have done) desire you to intimate it to him, nor did I then
insist upon it formally to him. Therefore, though my Lords
told me then and since that they designed me the whole
profits, I condemn myself and think that by my neglect I

have forfeited the right I had, and have sent him word
. that, for that reason, whatever part you say

I shall remit to him for the time past, I will immediately do
it."

" But for the time to come it is another thing, and I think
I have an indisputable right : yet I will own
to you .... I am afraid my Lords have not interest

enough to preserve me that right, since they have not been
able to maintain their own in the same case ; and for that
reason, if the future terms he shall propose be such as I can
comply with, I believe I must waive the right they give me

;

and then I am sure I shall earn hard enough what part I am
to retain, especially considering the retrenchments [which]
have been made of our profits." Copy. (IV. 107.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1698, Oct. 17[-27]. Whitehall.—" I have yours of the
18th, N.S., to acknowledge. I hope Brocard will have
acquitted himself well of the commission you gave him. I
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know not why you should be oul of humour .it youi not

going to Fontainebleau
;

perhaps you mighl have been more
mortified if you had gone thither. Haa it nol been some-

times practised to make sudden changes from high car<

to as great indifference.

"Sir James Forbes gives me the enclose^, to - <

•
1

1 « 1 you,

it being for the service of my Lord Orford «nd Ladj Russell.

Mons. d'Alonne and Dr. Lister had undertaken to gel them
some trees, but 1 suppose, the monej no! being left, the

gardener stays for ready payment, [f that be the case, you
are desired to Lay down what the tree- come to, and I will

repay it again; and let the trees be hastened away, pro-

vided they can be here by the middle of November; or

otherwise the season for planting will be past, and they will

not have the trees at all, and you will keep your money."
"Dr. Lister has lately printed his Journey to Paris, in

which he tells us he had rather see Mons. Breman working in

his garden in a white waistcoat than Bee Mons. Saintol making

room for an ambassador." (IV. 108.)

The Earl of Portland to Matthew Prior.

1698, Oct. 28. [N.S.] Loo.
—

" Je vous remercie de vostre

exactitude a m'escrire
;

je puis vous asseurer que vous

aymant et estimant comme je fais, tout ce qui me vienl

de vous m'est cher. Nous sommes revenus Jeudi passe de

Cell ; le voyage et le mouvement continuel m'a empeche* de

de vous escrire plus souvent. Je n'ay encore rien appris de la

chose dont vous m'avez escrit en chyffre ; Le traittemenl extra-

ordinairement civil que Pon fait a 1478 [King James] el a

1479 [Queen Mary] est une mauvaise marque. Je croy que

devant que vous recevrez celle-ci, My Lord Jersey sera parti

en poste pour venir ici, comme je le lui ay escril de la part

du Pvoy par deux fois, de peur qu'une let tie ae se perdit."

(IV. 114).

Jambs Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1698, Oct, 20[-30]. Whitehall.—"] will make Borne

enquiry into La Fay's correspondence with Renaudot :
I

hardly believe at present thai these impertinences come

from 'him. It is certain there is some malicious or ignorant

coxcomb thai supplies them with nonsensical lies and Btories.

That about the Eas1 India Company's refusing to Bend

chaplains Eor their factories was so far take,, notice ol at

Council as to send Eor the translator and publisher oi those

pieces, who having otherwise the character of poor barmlesa

fellows, they were dismissed upon their assurances that they

would meddle no more with such an author. There was

never a lie told that was o easy to be contradicted; the

Company very readily consented thai their sending ol chaplains

should be inserted in their charter, and of themselves they

desired that the Archbishop would appoint the chaplains,
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which he endeavoured with great modesty to decline, as

thinking it belonged to the Bishop of London's province."

(IV. 109.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

1698, Nov. 3. [N.S.] Paris
—"I had little news in my last

but that 1 was waiting on my Lord Jersey to Fontainebleau.

We arrived there in the evening, and I went to Mons.
de Torsi, to tell him of my Lord's arrival, and that he
desired the favour to speak a word to the King that night.

Mons. de Torsi said it was utterly impossible, the King being
prepared for his devotions the next day, which was All Saints',

but my Lord afterwards telling Mons. de Torsi the reason, His
Excellency had a private audience in the King's cabinet about
10 at night, and the next morning we came away for Paris.

" My Lord set out post yesterday and will be with Your
Excellency very near as soon as this letter ; his voyage to

Loo has a good deal alarmed these people, who are curious

even to impertinence and desiring to know the reason of it.

" The Mareschal de Villeroy has a fever ever since he sus-

tained the operation, which, to a man of his age, (ne Ven
deplaise) may prove dangerous.

" Mons. d'Armagnac and Count Marsan are returned from
Bar le Due.

" I am glad the Monarch repeated to Lord Jersey his

resolutions to keep the Peace the very night before he took
the Sacrament, though, I confess, one can hardly reconcile this

with his great kindness to King James. I have heard that
our St. Germains friends are removing to Chambour [Cham-
bord], but I know not as yet what credit is to be given to the

report.
" I cannot forbear sending Your Lordship the most imper-

tinent article in the Paris Gazette that ever was written
;

one would think that England was in famine and rebellion, by
what l'Abbe Renedeaut [Renaudot] says of us : if my Lord
Jersey were here I should venture to advise him to speak a
word of this to the Ministers, but as he is not I will do nothing
without order." Copy. (XII. 21-23.)

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

1698, Nov. 5. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" I have the honour of two
from you of the 17th and 20th. I was not so dissatisfied

at my own not being at Fontainebleau as at other people's

being there ; it may happen that these caresses may end
in indifference, but as yet I see nothing towards it besides a

flying report (how true God knows) that these people are

removing to Chambour [Chambord].
" The article from London in the last Paris Gazette could

not be written with more venin if it were in the middle of the

war. Renedaut's [Renaudot's] correspondent in Holland is

de Tournel, the Gazettier at The Hague ; he is known to have
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writing in which he desires the com mis here in the office to

send aim word what they would have inserted in his Oa
and what omitted, and others in which he gives them here

particular accounts of what passes in Holland, and ihis with

all the Bubtiltj and malice imaginable: oLthin the hutch

Ambassador and the Pensionnaire of Holland have been

made acquainted; if they will remedy it. they maj ;
Uberavi

animam meam.
"It woidd be worth knowing what correspondence <le La

Faye holds with Renedeaut, or where the abbe haa his Lr""d

intelligence of our affairs. I have sent Mr. .lames Forbes to

Butterfield, and shall by next post answer you aboul the

plants.

"I must needs see Dr. Lister's reflexions upon his voyage,

pray do me the favour to let Mr. Payzanl put it up. I should

not have dared to trouble you but that you mention it.

L My Lord Jersey, having commanded me to break "pen

your letters to him, lest the business might sutler by any

thing that should be done immediately here, I have done bo,

and own the receipt of yours to him of the 17th and 20th.

We will do the best for Rachel Legg ; there are a great many
more in her case. It is a thing of meum and tuum between

private persons, and if she has no lawyer to solicit her affair

here, I fear our remonstrance will produce little more than

on verra and a civil answer; if she has anybody here, I shall

back their solicitations with a strong memorial, and show in

this, as I would in everything, the great regard 1 have to your

orders.

"I have not seen Brocard since ; they are very quiel here

about Jennings' affairs." Coyij. (XII. 25-27.)

J[ohn] Tucker to Matthew Prior.

1698, Oct. 27[-Nov. 6]. London. "The enclosed is a

copy of a letter I received from .Mr. May on Monday last,

but being very ill of the gout, I could not by thai ni:_r ht'-

posl send it to you Hi- expectation ha- been

all the profits, he tells you upon what reasons; and yours

almost as much the contrary tor qoI having sooner l>e<'n

acquainted with those reasons. You musl consider I have a

difficult game to play. Whatever is taken from him he thinks

he loses, and is hard upon him : and it is almost the exact

contrary with you; which might have been prevented had

you both been' so happy a- to have seen each other and

adjusted the quantum together at the beginning.

"I cannot answer that he will no1 think himself partially

used if more than half I"' taken from him; and partiality

is a cen-iire I would not justly incur from anybody, much

less two friend-. Pray take nol amiss w j
to you, but

send me your own sentiment-; you know as much as I do

from Mr. May."
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Postscript.—" You will see something in Mr. May's letter

which seems to open a secret, but I beg you to make no ill

use of it. You see, I trust my credit with you, and I hope

you will preserve it by burning the copy when you have read

it." (IV. 113.)

.Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

1698, Nov. 7. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" Bayly has been with me
again. Sir William Jennings leaving St. Germains has sur-

prised them there more than it can do Mr. Secretary and

those of Whitehall : 1478 [King James] has spoke of it with

astonishment. I have reason to think that others would

follow Sir William's example if they thought there would be

the least hopes of their being received or not proceeded against

with vigour in England.

"I have heard no more of the correspondence which I

mentioned to you in cypher ; the messenger is not yet dis-

patched, and that affair sleeps ; others are continually going

to and coming from England, of which I give Mr. Secretary

what accounts I can from time to time. I continue Bayly's

pension to him.
" Herbert,* King James's Chancellor, died two nights

since, and (which is ridiculous enough) people are putting in

for that great employment.
" The Marquis de Villeroy is something better ;

his fever

quits him and he sleeps, the inflammation that attended his

operation being very much assuaged." Copy. (XII. 42.)

Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

1698, Nov. 8. [N.S.] Paris.—" I am to meet with Brocard

this evening ; I have a strange foreboding of spirit that

he will rather want more money than tell me anything

that may deserve it : if you think there is truth in what he

has already said, and that he is really diving into a mystery

of iniquity, he must be well allowed ; but if he be playing

the fool with us, he has had too much already
;
you will be

pleased to intimate your orders to me, which shall be obeyed,

and possibly by to-night's conversation I shall nearer observe

and judge of the man.
' l

I had another correspondent with me yesterday, and

from him I hear that some people are lately gone from this

side ; one Adams, he was formerly an upholsterer and made

a captain by King James for being a violent Roman
Catholic ; his wife makes manteaux and lives in St. Martin's

Lane, where he may probably be heard of ;
one Berkely, he

lives at Marybone ; Shirly, who may be heard of in Norfolk

Street, at his brother-in-law's. I know not the name of this

brother, but he is an attorney and a Lancashire man
;

one

Greenway, but where he inhabits or frequents I cannot learn.

Holmes is likewise in England.

» i.e., Sir Edward Herbert, to whom James gave the title of Earl of Portland.
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"One Walcup, a man of some estate a1 Vittering, ;il><>ut

four miles from Edinburgh, remits money to fche few thai

have any at St. Germains. Herbert, K i n-_r James' Chancellor,

died two days since of an apoplexy al a Little house he had
near St. Germains; they pretend to be Botry. for his death,

though they despised and neglected him when alive, for he
remained a Protestant, so none of his services were held

meritorious, and his goods works went for nothing for want
of faith. The living Protestants at St. Germains are all wit-

nesses of this gratitude of their Courl ; others will follow

Sir William Jennings' steps, and rather venture hanging in

England than be certain of starving here. They seem
mightily surprised at St. Germains that Jennings had quitted
them; if King .lames knew anything of it. he is a better

hypocrite than I take him to I"'. I shall take care of your
plants and forward them as soon as 1 receive them, which I

think will be within these two days.'
1

Copy. (XII. 13.

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Berkeley.

1698, Nov. 8. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" Captain Cowper brought

me some time since a letter which Your Lordship wrote in

his behalf; he could not have a stronger recommendation to

engage me in his business, which is likely to go well, for he has

had a favourable sentence in the Admiralty, and an ap]

which his adversaries have brought against thai sentence will,

I think, be invalidated by the Council.

"I cannot play the Minister enough to write yon a letter

of condolence, nor am I very sorry that my answer to a letter

subscribed Dursely must be directed to the Earl of Berkely.

I would not, however, have such revolutions too frequent,

and though I wish \rvy well to the present Lord Dursely, I

would have him keep that title yet this lili\ years, except

Your Lordship should have a higher, and giving him the

weaiing of this of Berkely in your own lifetime. I hope the

Earl has spoiled the Ambassador, and that yon do not think

of going to Constantinople, bu1 of enjoying yourself and your

friends in England, for I would not have you drink i

but between Vicar's and Garraway's, except your own affairs

are mightily bettered by your so doing. I mus#always give

my most obedienl respects to mj admirable Lady, that > seel

lent pattern to women whom nobody in this age follows, and

to Lady Mary, who. I hope, has read Epictetus enough not

to be puffed up with worldly honour ; to Ladj Betty and Lad}

Perm I sa\ nothing, for I suppose these two ar< bo proud as

not to accept of service that anything belo* a knight can

send them, for which reason I would have them kn.-w that

one day or other I will desire the King to lay his Bword upon

my shoulders." ( 'opy. (XII. 45.)

Matthew Prior to [Dr. William] Aolionby.

1698, Nov. 8. [N.S.] Paris. " I have the favour of your

letter of the 20th past, and should have told you so last
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post, but that I had not Mons. Pajot's answer about your

plants ; but since you have it before now, it is the same

thing, you are to take your measures upon it, and as far as

your commands reach me, you are sure they shall be

obeyed.
" I blunder more than my secretary (as you call him) did,

for I cannot find his blunder out, though I have read over

the copy of my letters to the Commissioners : if it was
essential, pray point it out to us ; if it was no great matter,

excuse a young clerk if he does not mend his fault before

he knows it.

" My Lord Jersey's voyage to Loo has set these people

mightily upon the enquiry ; they will not let a man make
a step but it must be upon some politique account ; one

cannot go to the opera but they imagine that it is rather to

mind who are in the boxes than what is done upon the theatre
;

and if you visit a lady, it is certainly to meet some spy or

minister there. Si populus vult decipi, decipiatur : they will

make me a cunning fellow like the medecin malgre luy in the

corned}7
, whatever I can say to the contrary.

" You are mistaken in Sir Joseph [Williamson], if you think

he has another fetch in the matter before he leaves his 100Z

per week : he says it is too late in the year, and he cannot

venture to take a voyage till the Spring. Agnosces hominem.
" I am glad old Mathusalem is sleeping with his fathers,

and that our Dauphin Dursely reigns in his stead. I never

found two letters so hard to write as one of condolence to

him for the death of his father, and one to Mr. Mountague*
upon the death of his wife. Who goes to Constantinople, if

the Earl (as you say) has spoiled the Ambassador ?f And
what the Devil could Dr. Lister of the Old Palace write

concerning the city of Paris except that Notre Dame Church

stands in the Isle, and King Henry's statue upon Pont-neuf ?

Adieu. I would give 10 louis d'ors to talk with you as many
hours ; and that is fairly bid, considering I might have the

company of the finest woman here as long for half the

money." Copy. (XII. 47.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Galway.

1698, Nov. 13. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" La Cour ne revint de

Fontainebleau qu'hier : on n'y a guere parle que de chevaux

et de la chasse, ni rien fait de serieux. si non de faire l'examen

de quelques particularites touchant les finances. On n'a

pas pu raccommoder l'affaire du tariffe avec les Hollandois,

les commissaires Francois n'y ayant pas apporte la moindre

facilite ; aussi n'en avoient ils eu le pouvoir jusques icy, ' mais

en peu de jours,' dit on, ' Mons. de Pontchartrain leur en

donnera un autre plus ample, et on recommencera tout de

• I.e., Charles Montagu, afterwards Earl of Halifax. Cf-, Luttrell, Brief

Historical Relation, iv. 107.

t Cf- »L>- 464, 511.
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bon ' : en effet. Milord, les maximes des Miniatree icj rai

I'affaire du traffique el (!»• la monoye sonl toul a fait par

ticulieres el bizarres : ce que je feroia comprendre a votre

Excellence si j'avois I'honneur de vous entretenir une aeure

dans votre cabinel an lieu de vous ecrice one lettre qui

pourroit estre intercepted et ouverte. Nous nous son

bien dispenses de faire nos reverences a Fontainebleau, ear

pendant une partie du temps que la Cour y 6toit le R03 Jacques
s'y trouvoit aussi, et jamais n'a-t-il eu plus d'honneur m de

distinction que cette fois-cy : el nous ae voulions pas aller

apres qu'il fut de retour, quoiqu'on nous donua-1 Buffisammenl

a entendre que nous auriona ete lea tres bien venus. Tout

ce que Milord Jersey fit e'etoit d'y aller dire a Sa Majesty

Tres Chretienne qu'il etoit sur le point de ae rendre en poste

a Loo, conformement aux ordres qu'il avoit recu du R03 son

Maitre, et qu'il s'^toit cru oblig6 de venir prendre conge de

Sa Majeste, et de ae charger <\vs ordre8 dont elle trouveroit

bon de l'honorer. En effet, Milord ne reatoit a Fontainebleau

que le memo soir qu'il y arriva, maia revint le lendemain matin

a Paris, et prit la poste le jour suivanl pour Loo.
" Milord part it d'icy le Dimanche, 2 de ce mois : je pour-

ray avoir la nouvelle de sou arrivee demain. Le voyage d'un

Ambassadeur fail de la sorte avant son audience publique

fait beaucoup raisonner aux politiques icy, et le moindre Bujel

qu'on en allegue, e'est ou que nous allons recommenccr la

guerre, ou que nous nous entendons deja avec la France but

la succession d'Espagne, et que Milord a pris son voyage

charge" dea sentira< as de Sa Majeste" Tres Chretienne la dessus

Je les laisse raisonner sans leur dire si je sc;u la veritable

raison du voyage de .Milord ou rion. Je croy meme qu'il

y a quelque chose de grande consequence but le lapis, maia

tout ce que je scay de certain, ("est que le Roy avoit promis a

Milord avant Bon depart d'Angleterre qu'il viendroil le

joindre en Eollande, et que Sa MajeateV esl degagee de cette

promesse de la maniere du monde la plus obligeante ; maia

aussi la maniere seule ou on en agit icy envers le Roy Jacques

feroit justifier assez le voyage de Milord, car. pendant que

cet intoiiunr Prince se brouve dans toutes les parties de

plaisir que cette ('our fait, il est tout a fait necessaire qu'un

Ambassadeur d'Angleterre soit pleinemenl instruit de la

volonte de sou Maitre, comment il se devroit comporter dans

une conjuncture si delicate.

"Le Roy aotre Maistre sera a la Baye le 15 ieme :
il n'y fera

pas mi long sejour avant que de B'embarquer pour I'Angleterre.

Mons. d'Allonne est pourveu de la charge de Secretaire pour

les affaires d'Hollande : il I'avoil merits meme avant la mort

de Van Zalichem. Je ae Bcay par quelle raison on l'a garde

vacante depuis. L'Electeur de Baviere a chasse* avec le Roy

a Loo: ainsi quand on me prone la Cour de Fontainebleau

ou tou> les Princes du Sang Be sonl trouves (et a la verite

elle etoit fort splendide), je Fais entendre que lea Electeurs de



288

"Baviere et de Hanovre, les Dues de Zell et de Wolfenbiittel

n'ont rien neglige pour faire leur cour au Roy d'Angleterre.
" A cette heure, Milord, il est bien terns que je vous demande

pardon de vous avoir importune de nos affaires pendant que
vous etes si occupe de celles du Royaume que vous gouvernez

;

e'est avec beaueoup de joye que je voy que les esprits com-
mencent a se calmer, et que les affaires prennent le train qu'il

faut ; tout ira bien, Milord, on n'en doute point, Teucro duce

et auspice Teucro. Je voudrois bien etre en Irlande, Milord,

si les affaires du Roy me le permettoient, et je ne travaillerois

jamais de meilleur cceur que sous la protection et par les

commandemens de Milord Gallway." Copy. (XII. 49-53.)

.Matthew Prior to [Abel ?] d'Allonne.

1698, Nov. 14. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" I ought to chide you, my dear

Master d'Alonne, for not giving me notice in form of your new
preferment, but I am so perfectly taken up with the joy of

your obtaining it that I have no time to be angry. I hope
hereafter you will have a better opinion of my judgment than
you have had, and think that now at least I know if a man
has extraordinary virtue and merit when the King in the

face of all the world does me the justice to confirm my opinion.

You may e'en turn away Dr. Lister, for His Majesty is the

best physician in Christendom, and you will find that being

fretted and teased in a good employment is a more sovereign

remedy against the spleen than saffron in your sack or harts-

horn drops in your coffee." Copy. (XII. 55.)

Matthew Prior to the Marquis of Winchester.

1698, Nov. 14. [N.S.] Paris.—" Since the Court has been
at Fontainebleau very little business has been done of any
kind ; the King of Spain is so likely to live that we begin

to be less inquisitive about his health, and all is seemingly
in so great a calm that we forget our apprehensions of its

being otherwise.
" For all the outward civilities paid to my Lord Jersey,

and the private audiences he has had, King James and his

Queen were at Fontainebleau half the time of the Court's

being there, and never received with more distinction. My
Lord Jersey, you will judge, had a very just excuse not to

go thither, Avhilst probably he might meet them, and indeed
could not well avoid them without absenting himself from
the King's dinner and supper ; and after they were returned

to Paris, and from thence to Chaliot [Chaillot] and St.

Germains, his Excellency thought fit not to go, though by
twenty things underhand one might see that the Court
desired it. They were a good deal surprised when my Lord
came only overnight to take his leave of the King, and to

desire to know what commands His Majesty had to the King
our Master, for that my Lord was returning the next morning
to Paris in order to his taking post for Loo according to the

commands that the King our Master had intimated to him
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by letter. My Lord was received very graciously and
extremely charged with the King of Frances comphmente
to His Majesty, and in effect parted tin- n<\t day, which wa-

Sunday, the 2nd of this instant, posl for Loo. I expeol to

hear to-morrow of his safe arrival there.

"Your Excellency will easily imagine the canons di

this sudden voyage of my Lord Jersey causes here. The
least the people will have is either that we are beginning

the war again, or that tin 1 business of Spain is adjusted

between us and France, and that my Lord has this King's

sentiments to declare at his arrival at Loo to the King "t

England; both these opinions are in extremes; according

to my little judgment, it is not to be expected that we Bhoula

be asleep in a time when we see France not disband any
troops, and draw good part of those they have towards the

confines of Spain; and there is nothing mighty extraordinary

for a man of my Lord Jersey's quality and character to be

sent for by his Master to he particularly instructed h"\\ he

should behave himself in his embassy : especially since
|

people make our conduct hen- extremely hard to manage,

and such instructions very necessary by their behaviour in

everything to those of St. Germains.

"I would write plainer to Your Excellency upon this hi

but that I fear my letter may be opened before you receive

it, for these people make no scruple of anything in this

kind.

"The sole affair upon which this Court is at presenl intent

is the correcting of former edicts and publishing new ones

for raising money tor the King withoul great consideration

of the subject. For this reason most oi the financiers and

projectors are in conference with Mons. de Pontchartrain ; their

regulation of the tariff in order to open a trade with Holland

is at a stand. I take the true cause of this slop to be no1 90

much the difference between the tariff of til and that ol

or the advantage the Dutch would mike l»\ France's con

senting to the former, but that indeed Franci cannol opi n

a trade upon any terms with it- neighbours till her monej i-

upon an .<pial foot with theirs. The Ministers, one may '"•

assured, will equivocate as lone as they can, ami will be very

unwilling to confess this reason till they have aome pro

of curing the evil.

"For the rest, the French do not disband then troop

: ,-t as we could wish, and they are taking care of the repai

ations of their fleets; their renewing a good understanding

with Sweden I take to be for that purpose. It was verj much

said that Mons. d'Allonne was to have tayed here buthehas
the Dutch Secretaryship which has been vacant hiic,

Zulichem's death, which is a post as much more i t-\ as it

is more profitable. I know nothing ao uncomfortable

be at a Court where one i~ obliged t.. he eternall} u] n< 'a

guard, and under the orders of a Treasury that leave the Ministry

-19
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so far in arrears. I hope to be rid of these things, and to

pay my duty to Your Excellency where one has at least some
ease and some ready money." Copy. (XII. 56-60.)

The Earl of Portland to Matthew Prior.

[1698], Nov. 4[-14]. Loo.
—

" My Lord Jersey est ici, je suis

ravy de ce que Mons. le Marechal de Villeroy est hors de

danger. Je ne comprens pas bien quelle est la Commission
pour les affaires regulieres et seculieres, ou B[rocard] me
dit de pouvoir entrer, ni quel service il pourroit nous i rendre

qui valait l'argent qu'il demande, et que Ton ne peut donner

sans hasard de nous voir abuse ; je vous prie de m'en
vouloir informer, afin que Ton se puisse resoudre. L'hyver

commence ici plustost que jamais, de mesme qu'il a fini plus

tard en France." (IV. 117.)

John Woolhouse to Matthew Prior.

1698, Nov. 16. [N.S.] St. Germains.—" 'Tis not the English-

man's good nature, the Westminster genius, or the Cantabrigian

air and literature, qualities common to you with others,

that induce me heartily to rejoice for your temporal pros-

perity : your own merits, innate candour, generosity, charity,

and other personal endowments, as they are the sole motives

of my compliment of sincere congratulation, so I doubt not

but they will give it a favourable reception without exact-

ing more explicit terms than what two honest Christian friends

and old acquaintance of contrary faiths and interests may
without breach of common civility and amicable correspon-

dence mutually require one from the other."
" I know not but that your station will not permit me free

access till you are acquainted how I have lived since the

Revolution ;
wherefore it may not be from the purpose to

give you the following account.
" Ever since the King my Master left England I have con-

stantly attended him in quality of groom of his privy chamber,
as well in Ireland as in France, excepting about three years'

time which he granted me to study at Paris, Avignon,
Montpellier, Pisa and Rome, and the late eight months I

spent at Mons, Brussels, Maastricht, Aix la Chapelle, Liege,

Cologne, etc., in the exercise of my profession of oculist.

to which art I have more particularly applied myself as

well in my private studies as in my public at those

universities ever since the Revolution I do above
thirty manual operations peculiarly belonging to the organ of

sight, and treat likewise all the curable diseases of the 158

incident to that part, that are to be remedied by internal

medicines such as either Galenic or chymical physicians use
t<> ordain. I have made it my business to cull and abstract

this ophthalmiatric art from the body of medics and surgery,

and made one separate science thereof without concerning

myself with any other parts of the said professions as to the
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practice. I have heard there was formerh some 3uch

position made to the Royal Society, which was universally

applauded, but, 1 think, no1 executed : for our able men in

England, however particular and confined their private studies

may be, do abroad aim at all things; nor ie there anyone
in the whole kingdom pretends t<> whal I jarofesa and pi i

form: so that (God be praised) I am singular^ useful in my
generation, and give sighl to those thai are blind of catai

gvtta serenas, pearls and many other ocular maladies. I have

recovered those that have been blind 25 years, and cured

those that have been born blind, and old people of 80 y<

in fine I should be too prolix if I descended to particulars
;

it may suffice that public lame acknowledges me wrhal I

profess in a strange country : though my talenl is buried in

this village, where I am confined by my station, being in

constant waiting on His .Majesty, who has no other Groom of

the Privy Chamber but myself.

"This, with my desire of marrying in England, makes me
very uneasy here and wish for a permission to live undisturbed

in my native country, to whom I would gladly sacrifice tin-

fruits of my travails, studies, discoveries and experienci I

have seen too much of the world to meddle or make with

State affairs or strive against the stream ;
and if the Govern-

ment would give me leave to return, I would never give them
cause to repent it, and 1 would be obliged to treat all blind

and sore-eyed curable poor people gratis*

Was not present with King James at La Hogue, Calais or

the Boyne, and has never home arms. Was disinherited

by his father for turning Catholic, and is so impoverished by

his course of studies and "purchasing ophthalmic secrets,"

that he is not "in a capacity of making any handsome

gratification," but will bind himself to pay 500Z. in eighl or

nine years' time by several payments to anyone who will

procure his return.
' Requesting that the answer may !" se< ret,

smce any knowledge of this negotiation at St. Germains would

be prejudicial to him. (XX. 58.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1698, Nov. 7[-17]. Whitehall.—"! can't tell whether you

know one Major La Rue, who was an officer m the Duke

of Berwick's Troop of Guards; he is father to La line who

gave evidence about the intended assassination, lie

over about a fortnighl ago to see hi- Bon, an.
I

a- he says to

be a partv in a suit that hi- aon hath in CI, \\ hen I

firsi heard it I designed to take him into custody as being

here contrary to the Act. hut understanding that a<

neither naturalized qot a denizen I had recourse to the I

Justices to let them know hi- circumstances and by then

directions I told him on Frida} last that he must depart

the kingdom immediately. He desired thai he n

only four days to put an answer into Chancery, and when



292

he saw I could alter nothing of the orders given, he applied

to their Excellencies for so short a respite, which will be con-

nived, but any stay beyond that will be at his peril.

" By the maimer he talks to me he is like to make all the

noise he can and cry out against the severity used towards

the French, and would be glad it were retaliated upon some
of His Majesty's subjects on that side, and we should not

complain of it if they find any in the like case and treat him
no worse. This man has lived about forty years, married

two English women successively, and turned Protestant
;

he quitted us at the Revolution and hath served ever since

again [sic]. His command was in a troop from whence all

the cut throats were detached to act the blackest of villanies.

He hath renounced the Protestant religion, and when his

son made his discovery, he urged it as his merit that what
he did therein would forfeit his father's kindness to him ;

whenever, therefore, you hear this matter spoken of, you will

be able to justify our proceedings as being much milder than

would be used anywhere else.

" I have seen your Denis Kelly, and have no great opinion

that he can be useful here, but expect he will be troublesome

and impertinent enough, and if I had been aware of his

temper, I should not have been fond of his coming hither.

The danger he pretends to have run in France I take to be

a pretence only, that he might pin himself upon us to very

little purpose, not but that I believe he will swear more
perhaps than others will credit, but now he is here I must
deal with him as well as I can. I hear he was a lieutenant

in some of the Irish regiments till he was broke, and that

he was over in England about Christmas last and went away
upon the Act, being refused a licence, which perhaps is a

circumstance you did not know before.
" I shall make inquiry after the persons you mention in

your letter of the 8th, but one of them. viz.. Berkeley, the

IMarybone man, has been in custody these two months.
L

' Nobody needs to be suspected of deep dissimmulation on
account of Sir William Jennings coming over; I think I

know whence it arises, and he hath neither served himself

nor anybody else in what he hath [done ?]. However, it is

to the honour of His Majesty's clemency that he doth not
suffer the rigour of the law to be exerted against him,
though he has very justly deserved the severest punishment.

" Your friend Dr. Lister has lately got him a wife ; the

pursuit of it kept him from going with Mons. d'Alonne into

Holland." (TV. 119.)

R[ichard] Powys to Matthew Prtor.

1698, Nov. 7[-17]. Whitehall.— " The discourse of Mr.
Montague is various ; most say he will leave the Treasury
when the King returns, others that the King will not part

with him from that Board, and a third sort of people think
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he Avill stay to see how the Auditor's office i- decided by
law; bul my own thoughts are thai he will pree to lai

down tlif Treasury it the King will give him leave

"My L<t<1 Berkeley delivered lasl week his letter to the
Turkey Company from the King to go their ambassador,
and intends to be going in the spring, ui! 1-^ - any better fish

would come to net in the meantime.'
1

"Mrs. A— was with me this morning making
complaim for the absence of her two besl friends, yourself

and Mr. Stepney. She is full of troubles, says trade ifi bad
;

I told her that musl be her fault, thai she ought to gel better

goods, and the like, for that her trade would be alwa^

on in all reigns and under .ill religions. As for m\ own pari

I found oul better good- than ever she sold me." (VIII.

353.)

Matjiikw Prior to James Vernon.

1698, Nov. 19. [N.S.] Paris.— " I was yesterday at Versailles,

where the only question was, when my Lord .\< r e\ expected
back at Paris. By the letters I received from him on Monday .

I believe he will hardly leave Holland till His Majesty embarks
for England.
"I have a very good piece of news, which is yet kepi as

a great secret here. Orders are given for the disbanding

battalions and 5 regiments of dragoons, and five men are

to be reformed through every company as well horse as fool
;

this reform to amount to the suppression of 60,000 now
immediately, and of 100,000 by New Years day. and to 200,000
before the next summer.
"Upon this reform of the French troops and my Lord's

being sent for in the manner he was to Loo. I believe

measures are pretty well settled towards the maintaining
the Peace in case the crazy King of Spain should die. I have
more than barely my opinion in this point, bul as it i- a Becrel

into which I am let, I beg of yon to lei it resl in your own
bosom till you hear of it otherwise." Copy. (XII. «> s 69.)

Matthew Prior to Dr. [Martin] Lister.

1698, Nov. 19. [X.S.] Paris. -"
I have a scrip of paper

from you more like a receipt* than a letter; however,
I thank you very kindly for it. and assure you that whal you
write to tell me you are well is equally acceptable to me as

whatever you have written to make me so.

"
I have told Mr. Secretary Vernon by lasl posl how I

have discharged myself of my Lord Oriord's commission
Your trees are sent to Calais, consigned to Mackay a1 Dover,

from whom you will hear when and how they are coming
to London. I have sent Mr. Secretary an aOCOUnl oi what

I expended, which may be repaid to Mr. Powya oi the

Treasury. You will see by it that we ordinary men can buy

* I.e., :i prescription.
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our wood much cheaper ; it is only you vertuosi that are so

expensive ; learning and poverty are as inseparable as light

and heat, or (as Ben Jonson says) as a clove and an orange.
" This I know at present by sad experience, for I had

only an inclination to be wise the other day, and I sent for

your Voyage to Paris which stood me in 19 limes by the

post. I will say nothing to you about it, though he that

print-, vou know, is in defiance and warfare with all the

world, and is to be shot and wounded by every man that can

spell : according to what the book cost me, too, I have, you

see, as much right to criticize as anybody. My opinion in

general is, that if every man writ fairly and intelligibly

in the place where he was, the world would be much undeceived

in the commonest notions it has retained of countries nearest

to us ; but we write and read of elephants, and crocodiles, of

China and Egypt, and know nothing of the sheep and horses

of France and Spain ; we amuse ourselves of what is

wonderful, and think it below us to take notice of anything

that is useful.
" I have told Mons. Saintot how much Mons. Breemen had

the preference to him in your good graces ; he is very angry

with you, and so am I ; we are both resolved that, since you

will not be friends with our trade, we will have as little

recourse as possibly we can to yours.
v
' I thank you for the favour you will do me in introducing

my Lord Reay into the Royal Society ; he will really deserve

that honour. I am recommending others before I know if

I am fairly incorporated myself, for I came too late at one

meeting to be sworn, and was hurried so out of England that

I had not time to appear at the next to thank them for the

honour they intended of admitting me. Pray send me word
how that matter stands, if I am formally a member or not,

and if any fees are to be paid for my being so, you will be pleased

to lay it out, and I will desire Mr. Powys to repay you ;
this,

I confess, is a very odd commission that a man should lay

out fees, that has all his life-time been used to take them,

but I thank God I had strength of mind enough to break that

custom with you here in France, though the obligation of

your kindness to me will be remembered when I am sure

the Voids cVors I ought to have given you would have been

spent in plants or prints or cockle-shells." Copy. (XII.

70.)

Matthew Prior to John Woolhouse.

1698, Nov. 19. [N.S.] Paris.—" Without having any of

the virtues with which you compliment me, I should be

very glad to assist an old acquaintance and an ingenious

man in everything that lies in my power ; but I am afraid

it will be utterly impossible for me to do anything in order

to your return into England considering your present

religion and circumstances. I presume you will know how
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your case stands in relation to the Acta of Parliamenl which
are at present in Force againsl uli.it you design AM thai

I can <lo is to state your cause fairly to the Secretary oi State,

and upon his answer to see it a pardon can be obtained foi

you: but my private opinion is thai the thing < ; 1 1 1 1 1 « » t be

brought about without your promising further to the Govern-
ment than only not to disturb it : hut I will make no
overture of this hind to the Secretary, nor say one word of

it to anybody till I hear from or speak with you. If you will

come to my house, which the person you senl to me can -how

you, on Friday or Saturday morning an\ time before i

o'clock. I will speak to you fully and <_riw you the besl coun ;

I can. 1 will be alone and manage our interview ao as to d •

no injury to you, as I hope it will do none to myself." < 'opy.

(XII. 73-4.)

Matthew Prior to Jambs \ brnob

1698, Nov. 16[-26]. Paris.
—"I have heard no hut her from

Brocard. 1 have seen him since at the coffee-house and
amongst other people, which makes me think thai he has

no great miracles to unriddle ; and in the last discourse

I had with him I let him know very fairly that we would
enter no further into a plot with him than we could under-

stand it. However. 1 shall give him the l'o louis as you order,

and support him as he may deserve.

I talk in private sometimes with people that go to St.

Germains. The Protestants are so ill-used there thai I

believe you may have every man of them. Parker has be< o

absent for some months; he has keen at Nantes and round
about the world, and in the meantime has found some stop

in the payment of his pension, and upon it has threatened

that, if he is not paid he will bawl: you know the man ;

no purcJiase, no pay is his motto, and his interest is his

principle. Some blind hints have been made to me aboul

him at a distance, as that, if he were sure to be used like a

gentleman amongst us, we might have him. I have answered
thus far that, if he would let me sec by an ample discovery

in writing (which I know he has by him) that be is in earnest,

I would send his papers by a safe hand to you, and endeavour
to procure him a favourable answer

;
hut thai I could assure

him of nothing, for that in the main we kn<\\ they wei

wicked as he could possibly discover them to be."

"I was yesterday at Versailles, hut heard nothing from
Minis, de Torsy of .Major Rue. When I do, 1 am provided ol

an answer from your letter.

"What is the matter with my Dr. Lister that he \o\ >

plants, marries, prints, and kills like Dryden's Ihnanzor, a

perfect hero ?
" Copy. (Xll. 7 4-6.)

James Vernon to Matthew Pkiuk.

1698, Nov. 17[-27]. Whitehall.— " I received this day
your letter of the 19th, N.S., and can give a very near guess
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at the secret that hath been communicated to you ;
you

may depend upon it that it shall not go further for me.
's

I believe the reform of the troops will go on, but there

is still another reform wanting to confirm us of the sincerity

of what is professed : you will find out my meaning when
you remember what you writ formerly about Chambord.

" I hear talk of an order that no English shall stay at

Calais above eight days, and they say it is made in favour

of the owlers who are afraid of being discovered by some

of our people. Pray enquire what is the meaning of this

order, whether it comes from the Court, or be a humour of

the governing persons on the frontiers. You will likewise

inform yourself whether any persons are excepted, having

leave to stay there and for what reasons." (IV. 121.)

John Ellis to Matthew Prior.

1698, Nov. 17[-27]. Whitehall.
—

" I have been this after-

noon discoursing with Mr. Tucker, who is just got out of a

fit of the gout, about your affair with Mr. May, in whom
I must confess I was deceived, as well as Mr. Tucker was,

who is much concerned at the thing, for I did not think him
capable of attempting so unreasonable and unfair a matter

;

and we have concluded that Mr. Tucker shall propose to him
a third part, which we think is a fair allowance, and believe

you will not be dissatisfied with it. How he receives the

proposal you shall hear from Mr. Tucker.
" Just before 1 came to him he had received an advertise-

ment from a friend that the Earl of Jersey would come over

with the King, and that the Duke of Shrewsbury, who is to

be in town to-night or to-morrow, would resign the seals to

His Excellency ; and so instead of being an Ambassador he

would be Secretary of State. If this should be so, he desires

you would, if you think fit, recommend him to be in his

office.

" I take the liberty to desire your protection and favour

to one St. Paul, who will shortly make application to you.

His father was gentleman of the horse to the late Earl of

Ossory, and afterwards went to Paris, where he died of an

apoplexy and left 700/. there, which should have come to his

son, but he has yet had nothing of it, only now is in hopes,

as he tells me, to recover it, and is for that purpose going to

Paris, where he has no acquaintance and little ability to

make any, so that it will be an act of charity to permit him
to have access to you upon occasion, and to give him your

countenance in his affair." (IV. 122.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

1698, Nov. 29. [N.S.] Paris.—" As to what I have from
private correspondents, the bigotry and folly of those at

St. Germains is unexpressible. The Protestants amongst
them are worse used than ever for all outward appearances.



1478 [King James] haa less credil with 1255 [Loui \l\

than ever. I I7'.» [Queen Mary] recommended an office] for

a vacancy the other day withoul uccess, and 1255 bold 1487

[sic] thai In- musl retrench the pensions, upon which l iT'.i

was in tears a day or two. 50, 50, 68, 68, 50 68, I

[Jinnings, i.e., Sir William Jennings] coming ovei i a

deal the reason of 1255 having a bad opinion ol the i people

I know not it' lie be worth our having in England, bul hi

coming over has the effect I have told you.
" 27, 9, L02, 50, 89 [Davis] is vrery fine and appears openly

at St.Germains; he denies the whole business md threatens

great things. I have had Letters from an unknown hand,

that, if 1 take away the reputation of a gentleman (which

I think must be this honest man). I must die ; but I believe

1 shall rather be robbed than attacked, if he conducts tin-

enterprise. There was some villany at the bottom of thai

business, which I will find out, it possible.
" One may write without cipher thai Burk has been - loseted

by King James for having spoken with Your Excellency and
myself; upon the whole he goes n re to St. Germains
as much as I have seen or heard of him in all conversations

he behaves himself like a man of honour, as he did in thai

first business which recommended hint to Your Excelli i

acquaintance; his circumstances are hard, though he be a

Roman Catholic and an Irishman; if Your Excellency will

procure him leave to come over into England only, which is

indeed a pardon, he will tell you the resl \ fai as I

His .Ala jest v will have few better or heartier subj<

Copy. (XII. 78-9.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1698, Nov. 21[-Dec. 1]. Whitehall. -"My Lord Duke ol

Shrewsbury has been here since Thursday last, waiting

for His Majesty's arrival with an intention to resign his Seals.

The common opinion is that my Lord Jersey is the

like to succeed him. I am sure I wish it very heartily

and should be glad yon could confirm it. and thai you
will let me know at the same time whether you have any
thoughts of continuing with His Excellency, or whether you
had rather stick to your employment in Ireland.

".Major La Rue ie g over fco Calais, and hath wril to

me from thence to let me knovi the concern he is in thai he

has been made an example, and wishes it may be of no ill

consequence to others; I rather think he would be glad il

should, but that yon will take care in knowing his case and

circumstances." (IV. 123.)

Matthew Prior to the Marquis db Bachamont db
Bellavbjb.

1698, Dec. 4. [N.S.] Paris.—Requesting him to canoe] the

remainder of the three vears" lease ol his house to Lord
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Jersey, who is obliged to move into a house in the Faubourg
St. Germain in order to be nearer the rest of the foreign

residents, more especially as it is impossible for the English

to traverse the whole city in order to attend divine worship.

His Lordship has spent above 4,000 livres on the house, and
can at once find a new tenant if relieved of further respon-

sibility for the lease. French. Copy. (XII. 81-4.)

Denis Kelly to Matthew Prior.

1698, Nov. 24[-Dec. 4]. London.—Stating that in obedience

to Prior's orders he gave information to Secretary Vernon
which led to the arrest of Macalaster, alias Johnson, " who
was during the late wars a captain of a privateer in

Dunkirk, and carried 'twixt England and France all the spies

and conspirators," and " brought over most of those persons

that came lately from St. Germains "
; but he escaped from

the messenger and warned his friends to beware of Kelly.

He gave further information against " Mr. Coleman, formerly

Keeper of the Woodyard to King James in France, and about
three years ago came over from France ; and a man reputed

to be worth 50,000/., corresponded by letters or otherwise

at the Court of St. Germains ; as also against one Madam
Chilton, who has been here a spy this several years," but
no warrants were issued for their arrest. He also gave
information against " Blind Macarty and another, who
are taken up since their coming over ;

" he is able to

furnish information against Irish landoAvners whose estates

have escaped forfeiture under false pretences. As Secretary

Vernon has ceased to encourage him, he desires Prior to

recommend him to Lord Jersey as being Ambassador to

France and one of the Lords Justices of Ireland. Signed.

(XX. 60.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1698, Dec. 5. [N.S.] The Hague.—" It is not for want
of a due sense of your favours that I have so long omitted

to acknowledge all those I have lately received, and more
particularly your last of the 21 past. But what returns

have I to make while my Lord Jersey is with us, from whom
and Mr. Swinfurt you cannot but be informed of everything '{

Whatever confidences the French may have secured to them-
selves, and whatever belief they would have you enter into

of their disarming, they will be glad to have two strings to

their bow, and will sooner make the new Parliament give

credit (or pretend it) to their preparations for nothing but
peace, to lessen our own security, than they will actually

disband their sixty thousands, one hundred thousands and
two hundred thousands, as your letter mentions.

" The King of Spain recovers. Friend Stepney does not

hasten to Vienna, but entertains himself with the lesser affairs

of Elbing and Poland. The peace with the Turks has yet a



good appearance, though n<>i quite so prom
lately before the Grand Vizier lefl the Cong] The
memorial recommended to you by Mons Pomponn< i ent to

Whitehall to be examined there. 'Tie the same I received

before from the Comte Tallard." (IV. I

H. May to M vn ui.w PRIO&1

1698, Nov. 26[-Dec. 6]. Dublin Castle. I have h.-d a

fit of sickness lately thai con lined me some time to my chambei

and most part of thai time to my bed or I had sooner ackncn
ledged " your last letter. I received one al the $am< time

from Mr. Tucker, desiring I would make some pro]

to the part of the fees of your office which I might expecl foi

the execution, he having, as he said, desired also youi

in that matter before he should make a decision, bu1 he

desired that in the meantime some part mighl be retro

to you.

"I have therefore sent you enclosed an a< n1 [mi sing]

of what has been received for these seventeen months thai

1 have been here, and .... have by this po I

returned to Mr. Powys one-half of it, which, 1 believe, will

be thought by both of you sufficient, when you consider that,

though the business has been increased in these Lords

Justices' government more than it bad Lately been, they have

nevertheless thought lit to lessen one profil

•• We have had a pretty tedious session of the Parliamenl

which still continues, and the business of the King has no1

been carried on without some difficulty. Bui I hope it is

now pretty well over. Heads of a bill are prepared and

agreed to by the House for raising 120,0007. of i ley

demanded on land, and I believe next week a fund will be

settled for the small remainder as well as for a sum thai may
be sufficient, with what was given last session, to complete

the building of barracks for the army in this kingdom."

(IV. 125.)

Matthew Peiob to the Earl of Portland.

1698, Dec. 8. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" In a letter I did myself

the honour to write to von las! post, and which you

will find in England, I made bold to beg the continuance

of your protection, that, if His Majesty had qoI d«
any person to go to Nancy to make his compliments to

the young Duke and Duchess [of Lorraine], 1 would d<

the honour of that commission if four Excellency thinks

it proper for me : the reasons I would allege for my
ambition are that, 1st, I am, as it were, in the province

and that the character I bear of the King's Secretan

here does in a manner entitle me to it
:

2dly, the

favour I have had under your protection to be known

to Monsieur's Courl and to the young Duchess in person;

and 3dl v thai I mighl see a little the constitution and
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inclination of that Court, which might not be useless to His

Majesty's interests in what relates to this, and what would

put me in the fairest light imaginable here. As to His Majesty's

giving me the commission of an Envoy for such a journey,

I presume tins will be no objection, since I will most

willingly part with that title as soon as I return to my post

here to resume the name and qualification of Secretary, for

I hold it more honour to be His Majesty's Secretary in an

embass3T where my Lord Portland was Ambassador than to be

Envoy in any Court in Christendom ; and having been chosen

to this honour by Your ExceUency, I hope this expedition,

which I beg Your Excellency to ask for me, will not be thought

unreasonable." Copy. (XII. 92-4.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

1698, Dec. 10. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" Count Tallard arrived

here on Saturday and went immediately to Versailles, where

he would have the world think he is locked up several hours

together with the King every day, which is so true [to] the

French vanity that I see English air could not at all cure it.

" I carried my Lord Strange to Court yesterday, and every-

body was very kind to him ;
the King spoke to him more

than ordinary, and Monsieur prattled with him and with me
about his family above half an hour. The young gentleman

behaved himself very handsomely, and when they told him

he was not out of countenance when he spoke to the King,
' No ' said he, ' why should I ? since I have had the honour

to speak to my own King.' I was very glad he was so well

received, because it may be an obligation to his father. Mons.

le Grand, the Count d'Auvergne, Count Guiscard and all

your friends were very kind to him." Copy. (XII. 94-5.)

H. May to J[ohn] Tucker.

1698, Dec. 3[-13]. Dublin Castle.—" I told you I had

sent Mr. Powys a bill for half the fees I had received

in Mr. Prior's Office for seventeen months, which I was in

hopes would have prevented you any further trouble in this

affair. The whole profits in that time come but 1385/. 19s.,

and if I (to whom the Lords Justices designed the whole)

am to have but one-third, I think truly no clerk in the

kingdom earns his money so hard, considering two sessions

of Parliament in that time, and the breaking one army, and

receiving a new one of double the number. And I protest

to you, before God, I have not (though it was in my power)

made one shilling over and above the fees of the Office.

. . . If you still continue of opinion different from mine,

I will submit to yours, .... but I can never agree to

act for a third afterwards, unless the Lords Justices, when I

appeal to them, command me, which I hope they will not,

now they themselves have so much retrenched our fees."

Copy. (IV. 129.)
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Matthew Prior to James Vernon.

1698, Dec. 13. [N.S.] Paris.—Brocard baa lateh brought

some scanty information, ami bas been advised to return

with more wine and to try by thai and every way imaginable

to unlock his friend's bosom."
"Kelly has writ me a strange long let ter. "thai be and

one Thomas Dane can discover limits considerable in Ireland,

and are for that end embarked for Dublin. He desire- un-

to get him my Lord Jersey's protection, and tn write in his

favour to the Government there. I am apprehensive thai the

fellow would make a plot where he does not find one ready

made. If he or his friend have anything material for His

Majesty's service in that kingdom, they will bring their nun
recommendation with them.

" Bryerly, Holmes and Duranl are here
;

one Bamesly and
Ross, a Scotchman of the same gang as the three first, are

gone for England; my Lord Hays son to the Marquis or,

I think, Karl of Harold; and my Lord Nedsdeal [Nithsdale]

of the family of Maxfield, chief, I think, of that name, meet

some of our St. Germains people half-way and in private.

The young Lord Montross is bred to that way. and
none of us

" There is no order from Court for hindering the English

to stay at Calais."
"1 expect my Lord Jersey back on Monday. He i- added

to the Commission for the Affairs of Orange.
" Geldermalsten . . . is to succeed Clevei kirk from the

States to England, but (as 1 hear) in a less character.

"Your banishing Madam Richelieu makes a great noise

here, and though nobody knows the reason of this lady's

disgrace, all the world agrees you are in the right of it.

"These people chicane us about six barrels of beer that

comes from England for my Lord Ambassador's table, and
as well for these as for all liquor whatsoever they make ih

pay the droits d'entree a Pan's, though they give us the King's

passport. 1 hope we shall do the like to the wines which

Count Tallard imports into England, and not let him in a

whole vintage free, for which we have only an empty com-

pliment whilst we are thus used here. The /,.,- talionis is the

best law I know upon earth, and I am BUre it is the most

convenient for us whilst we have to do with these people."

Copy. (XII. 103-5.)

[Dr. Whuam Agltonby] to [Mvnmw Pmob
|

1698, Dec. 5[-15]. London.— Lord Portland arrived

yesterday with the King, whose hand I had the honoui to

kiss this morning. 1 was in hopes to have seen m\ Lord

Jersey with him, for we all make him Secretary <>1 State, and

the Whigs swore a fitter man cannot succeed Lord Shrews-

bury,"
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'" We are like to have a great intrigue about a Speaker,

but I believe it will be Sir Thomas Littleton, for Sir Edward

Seymour has been chid by his party for dining with Mr.

Montague and him, and his answer was he would dine with

them again next day.
" If, as I heartily wish, dear Lord Jersey comes into the

Ministry, I doubt not but you will be his right hand man,

and since we all must have an oar, no man would choose to

row under a milder commander nor a better steersman.
" We desire to be informed whether we shall see Count

Tallard's bigoted military face any more ;
he has not had

here the ' agreements ' of the Colberts and the Barillons,

so perhaps may rather desire to see the countenance of the

devout lady, his patroness.
" I am going to give my three shillings to a poor poet who

has made us a fine entertainment of Rinaldo and Armida ;

'tis Mr. Dennis, who from being a critic has been pleased to

come under the lash of criticism. The Grand Jury pre-

sented him some days ago, and 'tis fit we should do so too

to enable him to answer them." (IV. 131.)

J[ohn] Ellis to Matthew Prior.

1698, Dec. 8[-18]. Whitehall.
—"The excellent account

you give of my Lord Strange will be a most agreeable regale

to Ins mother, who, I expect, will come to town to-night.

She intended to have been here yesterday, but the ways

are so very bad that no one knows how far he can travel in

a day. I wish that young Lord might stay at Paris all

this winter, that he might have the advantage of a better

acquaintance with you."

Mr. Hill
kt

is still here, and I advise him not to return to

Brussels till he can be secure he shall find bread for his

household there, where scarcity now reigns. The Elector

of Bavaria has an agent hither to pray His Majesty will suffer

him to carry to Flanders a certain quantity of corn, how
much I cannot yet tell.

•Sir Thomas Littleton, the person the Court proposed for

Speaker on Tuesday, was chosen by a majority of 107 voices

out of 377 that were there. To-morrow he is to be presented

to the King for his approbation, and His Majesty wall be

Speaker to both Houses for a little time." (IV. 133.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1698, Dec. 8[-18]. Whitehall.—" I find you hear of

a lady that had orders to retire, but who can tell whether

she has complied with them.

"lam glad Kelly has acquainted you with his design of

going to Ireland ; I conclude from thence he is gone. He
can't do us a greater kindness than to leave us. The person

he goes with I take to be Daniel Geary, who is at least as

great a rascal as himself. They think it is but hanging a
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man, right or wrong, thai will entitle them to a fourth pari

of his estate as discoverers of concealed forfeitures. The\
would have a letter from me to the Lords Justices, which I

gave them that I might not discourage real services, and I

sent their character; another way that I may have no hand
in villany or perjury.

"If Mons. Tallard brings over fresh provisions of wine we
shall remember what difficulties were made about pour
beer." (IV. 134.)

Matthew Prior to John Tivkkk.

1698, Dec. 24. [N.S.] Paris.—I have a letter from Mr.
Powys which tells me that he has received a bill for the
money which Mr. May mentions :

Thus far our <trm$ have with success been crowned.
I hope I have infinitely convinced you that our friendship was
fixed too sure to be moved by Mr. May having more or Less

justice, and, as I said before he remitted this 600Z., so I repeal
it again to you that I am satisfied you have acted in the whole
affair like a man of strict honour and a common friend to us

both, and as such you know I wholly referred the arbitrage

and decision of the matter to you
;
your word to be like tin-

law of the Medes and Persians which altereth not. I am a

little concerned to see thai Mr. .May has not the same
deference, for as on one hand I never made any demand of

all, half, a third, or a quarter but by your mediation, so on
the other Mr. .May, I think, ought, when he sent me any money
whatsoever, to refer himself to yon as to the remainder in

equal manner as I had done. This, 1 am miic. was accounted
fair play at Ryswick, or Sweden would have taken it ill :

and I do not doubt but that I shall make it so one da\ at

Dublin. Now Mr. May, I perceive, takes us to be both of

a party, and. being his own mediator, returns what he believes

will be sufficient, which, though it had been so. is not a righl

w,i\ of proceeding: and. as we say in the ('ivil Law. the

form of the act was not good, however the matter of it mighl
be so." Cop*,. (XII. 106-7.)

Thomas Hopkins to Matthew Prior.

1698, Dec. 14[-24]. Whitehall.—" I had this morning your
favour of the 20th, and thank yon for the news ii brought.

'The Duke of Shrewsbury's seals were delivered to the
King on Monday nighl last by Mr. Secretary, bo that now
we are likely to have business and trouble enough, both
provinces being under Mr. Vernon's care, until some other
Secretary appears cither from France or elsewhere.

"To-morrow there is like to be a very warm ami angry
debate in the House of Commons, they being to have the

King's speech under consideration. The Army Bticks in

their stomachs, they thinking it too great to consist with

their liberties, and the King too little to defend tin nation.
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" I writ a letter last month to Ned Hopkins at Turin, and
made so bold to put it into your packet. Instead of an
answer I received it again this morning, which, I believe, must
be a mistake in your clerk." (IV. 140.)

J[ohn] Tucker to Matthew Prior.

1698, Dec. 15[-25]. London.—" I have received another
letter from Mr. May. in answer to mine of the 19th past
wherein I proposed to him one-third, as by my last I

acquainted you. I cannot better tell you his mind than by
sending you a copy of his letter [see Dec. 3-13, supra], wmerein
you will not only see that he thinks his pains have been
extraordinary and that, if I still persist in my
opinion of a third, he will submit it ; but you will also see

that he seems determined not to act for the future for so

little, which last sentence perhaps he did not intend should
come to your knowledge, at least by my hand, and therefore

I must desire you to take no notice to him of it when you
write to him."

' The Duke of Shrewsbury has at length delivered up the
seals of his office to the King, and His Majesty has been
pleased to name my Lord Jersey to succeed him. If you made
mv compliments to His Excellency, you would do me a great

favour." (IV. 142.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Dorset.

1698, Dec. 26. [N.S.] Paris.—" Your Lordship as one
of our Regents has seen what commonly occurred here

from your secretary. Mr. Yard, and indeed to have sent it

to you more particularly would have been only to desire

you to read the Postboys a day or two before they appeared
in print ; so little is there really in all that mysterv which
amuses the world that I can hardly in six months find enough
to furnish a letter to my Lord of Dorset, though I could
have written with ease twice a wreek to Sir James Forbise.

"It is beyond contradiction that the King of Spain has
made his will, and by it constituted the Electoral Prince of

Bavaria his heir, and the Queen to be Regent in case His
Majesty dies during the minority of the Prince ; thus the

lineal right is kept to the younger sister's grandson and heir
;

the renunciation that France made when the King married
the eldest sister is confirmed to be valid ; and the Dauphin
or (as France was projecting) one of his younger sons,

excluded, as well as the Archduke of Austria. The Queen
had a great sway in this business, and the reasons that most
probably inclined her to this choice were that she might exalt

tin- Palatine family, of which Your Lordship knows the House
of Bavaria and that of Neubourg, from whence she is, are

equally branches, and that by this contrivance she might
hold the Government longer (which is not the least of a

woman's aim in such cases), the Electoral Prince not being
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above 8 years old, and as well the Archduke as the Duke of

Berry five or six years nearer manhood. The French in

general seem to be nettled at this affair, bul I think tho

them that have best sense are not so really ; for all their

natural heat and impatience, and the pride they lake in the

greatness of their monarchy, they begin to- see thai these

notions have impoverished and enslaved them; and the

Treaty of Ryswyck has a good deal instructed them, and
their own affairs at home convinced them that they have

grasped at more than they could secure, and thai neither

their King nor they are the better for the expense of forti-

fying and keeping garrisons eight years together in thirty

towns which they have been obliged to give back in the

ninth. The Monarch himself is old, and, I think, has a good
mind to be quiet; to say the truth out he is quite cowed
by King William, and since the taking of Namur he ha

fairly wheeled and run as ever any cock did in a pit : with

this, the people are far enough from being in an estate of

beginning a new war, for they still feel the weight of that which

is past very sensibly lying upon them, which is so evident,

that as yet they are not in a condition of redressing their

money to its intrinsic value, and by consequence cannot open

a commerce upon a good foot with their neighbours ; so

that I hope we may have peace in our time.
" This succession of Spain is mostly our King's contrivance

and effecting. Some faults he has, or else he would not be

a man ; as to his character of a Prince, he has carried his

reputation to a prodigious height, and this affair must be

allowed to be a proof of it beyond denial.
" The Emperor is a good deal angry at us, but he can do

us no harm, God knows. The Dutch Ambassador assures

me that the truce between His Imperial Majesty and the

Turk was concluded the 28th of November for twenty-five

years ; this will reconcile the Emperor to us again and is

a new epoch in the King's honour and a great advantage

to our reputation at Constantinople.
" Poor King James is hardly thought on or mentioned

;

an Italian and a Scotch priest govern him and his whole

concerns ; he is so directly the same man he ever was, per-

secuting the few Protestants that are about him, though tiny

are ruined and banished for their adhering to him, and

rewarding and encouraging any sorry creature that he can

make a convert of. The child they call the Prince of Wales

they breed up with all the abhorrence imaginable to heresy.

"I should wrong Your Lordship's goodness to me if I did

not tell you the state of my own private affairs. 1 have

played the minister here in my Lord Jersey's absence, and,

now he is returned, we are preparing for his entry, bo I am to

appear with him as I did with my Lord Portland, in a new

gaudy coat and with an expensive equipage. I must own

to Your Lordship I am weary of this dancing on the high

B—20
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rope in spangled breeches, and if my Lord Jersey be Secretary

of State (as it is thought he may be in some time), I will

endeavour to get home and seat myself in a desk in his office,

for I had rather be Matt Prior near my dear Lord Dorset

(Your Lordship must pardon me the familiarity of the

expression) than Monsieur VEnvoye in any Court in Christen-

dom ; and I know not how it is, life runs away before one is

aware of it, and I shall hardly have time enough in that part

of it which is" to come, to testify the obligations I have to

Your Lordship for so many years past." Copy. (XII. 111-5.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Buckhurst.

1698, Dec. 27. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" I will own myself to be

as bad a correspondent as you can imagine, if you will

allow me to be as faithful a friend as any you have in the

world ; which I am so confident you do, that I desire little

Horace enclosed may be the third in our amity. As you
like him, I will endeavour to get you the other authors in the

same bigness.
" I have no news to trouble you with from this country :

here is no school half so big as Westminster, when the curtain

is drawn ; everybody learns in a Gazette [sic], without being

whipped or fighting with one another, which is a very effe-

minate way, and I believe is the reason that one English

boy can either construe or box with three French boys ; but
the King's grandchildren are very good scholars (as I can
particularly assure you), and therefore you must take care to

shew them hereafter that an English nobleman understands
Latin as well as a French Prince.

" Pray my Lord assure Mons. Didiez that I have always
taken care of his letters, though I have not had the good
manners to tell him so. Indeed, to me writing of letters is

just like making exercise to Your Lordship ; one defers it as

long as ever one can, and then one whips it over (as you call

it) exceeding fast
;
yet I could prattle thus to my dear Lord

Buckhurst to the very end of my paper, if the post were not

just going, though in the meantime I neglected to write to

half my graver but less sensible correspondents. Adieu, my
dear Lord

;
go on in everything that is good and worthy

of you, remembering always that you are the Earl of Dorset's

son." Copy. (XII. 116-7.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

1698, Dec. 31. [N.S.] Paris.—" My Lord Jersey's entry

is to be on Sunday and these people are playing their old

tricks over again, of having Mons. de Torsy's coach go next
to the Princes of the Blood, and before the Ambassadors

;

of having the Introductory coach go to lead the march before

the Mareschal's ; but I think we shall stick to our point of

having no innovation from what was practised at Your
Excellency's entry. There never were such people as these
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are, but Your Lordship knows them better than I can

describe them.
"I leave my proposal of going to pay Bia Majesty's

compliment at Nancy to Your Lordship's decision, and I

shall think that best which yon resolve." Copy. (XII.

117-8.)

James Vernon to Matthkw Prior.

1698[-9], Dec. 26[-Jan. 5], Whitehall.—" I do qo1 under-

stand the meaning how my Letters should come bo you
so irregularly, but I must needs write with great reserves

both to my Lord Jersey and yourself while I am und<T this

uncertainty whether the letters are read or not before you
receive them. We must have some establishment for couriers,

or our correspondence will be less significant. I wish you
would draw up a scheme what the charge will amount to,

that I may lay it before His Majesty, and gel something

resolved that we may depend on ; and if it can be done in a

cheaper way than by messengers, there would be less diffi-

culty to obtain it."

"We have no confirmation yet of what you write of ([the

twenty-five years' truce between the Emperor and the Turk.

I hope it is intended, but I thought the Imperialists stopped

concluding till the Venetians were forwarder in their treaty."

(IV. 144.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

1698[-9], Jan. 10. N.S. Paris.—" We have got past my
Lord Jersey's entry which I leave to Mr. Yard to embellish

the Gazette. As to the ceremonial, it was in every point like

that of Your Excellency, though they endeavoured to chicane

us extremely before we could agree it. The Monarch has

renewed all the assurances imaginable of his being resolved

to keep the Peace and hold good correspondence with His

Majesty, and the nations shall live (as he says) in tranquillity

and union. I wish to God that on the other side we at home
would let him see that we did what we could for our own

defence in case he should not be as good as his word, and

would not give the people of St. Germains have to rejoice

(as they do very heartily) a1 tin- vote which keeps up only

7,000 men in England.
" I am not without hopes that by Bayley's mean- 16, 84, 50,

32, 84, 58, 114 [Brierly] may he gained. 1 endeavour it all I

can, having written to Mr. Secretary, and having received his

opinion in that affair: this 1 say is but a project, and one

cannot answer for the success of it. but it may happen to

be a good piece of service.
" Bayley and B[raconier] are both upon my hands

;
to the

first I continue his pay, as I shall do until I have Yow
Excellency's orders how' he is to be disposed of .

B[raconier]

has had nothing in a great while from the correspondent but
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this enclosed list, and indeed there is very little sur le tapis :

tant mieiLx ! B[raconier] repeats to me that, as he always has

been, so he shall always be ready for any service to the best

of his power ; he says that Your Excellency at your leaving

France promised that something should be done for him.

Your Excellency best knows what the man has deserved,

or how he is to be rewarded ; all that I shall add is that I think

he is in great want, and I believe a piece of money would do

him a service. I beg to know how I am to answer him. As

to Bayly, I am of opinion he will be serviceable by being

continued longer here, though I find he has a good mind to

be in England ; but his pay being continued to him and a

little^money over and above added sometimes to it would

put his voyage out of his head : in this I likewise beg Your
Excellency's direction.

" My fine clothes and new livre.es made for my Lord

Jersey's entry lie upon my hands, but would come mightily

in play if I were ordered to go to Nancy ; of this I take the

boldness to remind Your Excellency, and to beg your favour

in it, because I am informed from the office that there are

others pretending to it. I desist with all submission if Your
Excellency does not think it proper for me ; but in any man's

case else I would say that a man who has had the honour

to serve the King as his secretary seven years, and has been

secretary to three embassies or commissions may hope to have

the honour which I ask Your Excellency's protection for, of

being envoy for three weeks." Copy. (XII. 119-20.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1698-9, Jan. 2[-12]. Whitehall.
—

" I congratulate your

having borne up the honour of our nation in show : I wish

we may do it in reality here, but that is a point as yet

undecided. In my next you will understand it better.
" I don't much wonder at Brocard's silence, since he finds

you are on your guard not to be imposed on.
" You will acquaint my Lord Jersey that I know not yet

what we are to hope for from the Irish Parliament. They
adjourned to the 27th of December, and we have no letters

from them since that day, nor do we yet hear whether they

have received the money Bills we sent back ; but we know
the opposing party kept together and seemed to be in the

same humour : they will rather be more animated by what

we have done here, so that I wish we could see them well

up." (V. 1.)

The Earl of Portland to Matthew Prior.

[1698-9,] Jan. 5[-15]. Kensington.
—

" Ne soyez pas fache,

Monsieur, de ce que je ne reponds pas aussi souvent que je

devrois a vos lettres, lesquelles ne laissent pas de me faire

un tres grand plaisir. et dont je vous remercie de tout mon
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vous aviez d'aller a Nancy, mais le Roy avoil promts a .Mr.

Hill de l'y envoyer.

"Si Ton peut prevaloir but L'Eacolier a dire oe qu'i] 39ait,

il est certain que cela pourroisl eatre de grand service.
" Envoyez moy, s'il vous plaist, le uom--ae baptesme de

Coll. Burck, afin que sa permission <l<- revenir en Angleterre
puisse estre au phitost depechee.

" B[ay]ly doit continuer ou il est, et Br[aconier] auaai, el U

faut du moins continuer ce qu'on leur donne, comme
le correspondant de ce dernier. J'en a\ parle* a Mi Vernon
qui en aura soin exactement ; mandez moy ce que voua jugez

a present qui pourroit suffire a chaquun dea troia. En temps
de besoin le correspondant doit estre mieux paye qu'aateur

[qu'a cette lieure] qu'il ne rend point, ou tres peu, de Ben
" Je suis tres aise que vostre ceremonial se suit si bien

passe, celui la me faisoit plus de peur que les affaires, quoy
que je n'y sois pas fort propre non plus.

" Mons. Mansart vous mettra en main pour moy les plans

de quelques maisons du Roy, que je vous prie de m'envoyer
par la premiere commodate; comme aussi les portrait- b'U

estoit possible de les tirer des mains de Rigaut."
[At foot is written by Prior, with evident reference to Lord

Portland's enquiry about Col. Burke :—
" William Burk, of Barnadarigt* in the county of Galwayf,

left Ireland five years since, was taken prisoner at Agrin
;

had a regiment in King William's service."]

(V. 2.)

R[ichard] Powys to Matthew Prior.

1698[-9], Jan. 5[-15].

—

"If our news proves true you
will be again very quickly left alone at Paris, the general

discourse here being that my Lord Jerse}' will be made Secretary

of State. If so, I shall despair of having you to taste the

burgundy you were so kind to send me ; I am to bottle it off

to-morrow, and in a fortnight's time will drink your health

heartily in it." (VIII. 369.)

Lord Barnard to Matthew Prior.

1698[-9], Jan. 6[-16]. London.—' -

1 think myself obi

to return you thanks for the concern you have shown for

my son, and your obliging letter by whioh you give me an

account of him. I wish either his carriage to me, or his

conduct abroad, would give me reason to believe he deserves

the character you give him. but he has given me too

cause to fear otherwise. He has been n<>\\ travelling abroad

about five years, under a governor till June last, at which

time by a very rude and unhandsome treatment he was forced

to leave him. Whilst he was with him I allowed him a

plentiful allowance, and punctually paid. When he left him

* Barnaderg near Tuam. I
Attghrim.
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at Geneva, he furnished him with credit and money sufficient

to bring him into France and to maintain him with tolerable

conduct for some time after." Since then he has been

supplied so well that "it is a wonder to me that he can
still be so much in debt, and yet want clothes, credit and
everything else, as yours mentions. But since you have been
so kind as to assist him with your credit, I must beg the

favour of you to let me know how far you have engaged for

him ; but must at the same time entreat

you to give him no further credit or engage further for him."
" You may be assured I shall not be wanting to support

my eldest son suitable to the condition of my family, whilst

he does not by his conduct discredit it." (V. 3.)

John Tucker to H. May.

1698[-9], Jan. 7[— 17]. London.—" I have received yours
of 26 November and 3 December past, and am very glad that

the misunderstanding which has been between Mr. Prior

and you is so near an amicable conclusion. I am obliged to

you both for the confidence you put in me, but I must own
that I think it a very hard as well as nice task to undertake
the composure of a difference of this nature between two
friends, and must confess a sense of my own unfitness for

it."
" I have with as much deliberation and impartiality as I

could considered the matter and what you have said upon it
;

and since I must declare my opinion to you, I do truly, and
with a regard to your service as well as friendship, tell you
that I would advise you to be content with one-third of the

profits of the office for your trouble in the execution of

it For the time to come agree with him
upon the best terms you can." Copy. (V. 3.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1698[-9], Jan. 9[-19]. Whitehall.—" As soon as I receive

the messengers' bills I will solicit hard that some money
may be sent them ; and then do what you will with them.
Brown had best acquit himself diligently and be so service-

able as to deserve being kept there ; for by what 1 hear of

his circumstances he can hardly live out of a gaol here,

having contracted foolish debts. One of them, I hear, was
on account, as he pretended, of the Westminster Election,

which Mr. Montague and I have no reason to thank him for :

but if he does his duty with you, I shall take no notice of

his follies here." (V. 5.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl op Portland.

169[8-]9, Jan. 14[-24]. Paris.
—

"Br[aconier] is very diligent,

but there is little at St. Germains worth knowing ; the

officers and everybody that had the least worth or merit
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are neglected, and by consequence an discontented, and I

am told would all get home it they were bul aure of their

lives. Amongst the rest my Lord Slaine declares to everybody
that he will go and th low himself ai the mercy of the Govern-
ment ; if he is hanged, he save there i> an end of tin- story :

indeed the poor people have reason to tic discontented : but

priests and women are only countenanced, and Km
as he grows older, grows so infinitely a bigot that it i- hardly
to be believed.

"There will be a ball at Versailles next week; my Lord
Jersey will be at it, and I hear King James and his Queen
are likewise to be there, which will be a very odd interview,

and will contradict King James' maxim thai the rebels dare
not look Mm in the face, and that he never saw above one
or two of Bentinck's crew (for that is the name we haw the

honour to go by) ; and at this ball we shall at leasl see Who
of the Court (that have made such work with us) will have
honesty enough to stick by us. I am afraid my Governoi
all his compliments will be paying his court to Queen Mary,
and I believe at the bottom lie hates us very heartily, which

is the reason I am so far from repenting that I have sent Your
Lordship the lampoons upon him, that I intend to make one
upon the same subject myself.

" Br[aconier] has no news ; the correspondent has had
nothing since summer except the paper I sent to Your
Lordship, and in truth there is no news of moment : but these

people must be gratified, if we expect any service from them.

Recommends payments to various agents, viz :

—

" For Bifaconier] 100 louis

Correspondent . . . . . . 50 ,,

Ba[yley] for a year . . . . 120 ,,

of which I will give an account how expended; and for the

other, who is properly Mr. Vernon's, 1 will settle it with him."

"I repeat to Your Lordship that these people do little

good and are of little use at present, but bhey must he kept

up for the good they may do. and nothing is lost thai is

employed to let us know what these people may he thinking

of. who never will love us, and will he always contriving

some ill against us.

" We gained our points as to the ceremonial most trium-

phantly, God he praised. I am no \eiy good courtier, but

indeed 1 would rather have been acrificea than have given

up one step in the si airs of the Hot. I d<-~. Ambassadeurs,

and I must own I had a secret joy in letting these people

see that my Lord Jersey trod exactly in th.' ateps o\ my Lord

Portland.

"I shall obey your commands in get t ing the plans ot Mons.

Mansart, and shall send them with the .

- which that

stuttering artist Rygault promises me in tew days.

* By Jii.s (JovL-m<n- Prior apparently means '' '- 1 »1 Vil

Cj. pi>. 2:;5, 2!5, 264, 265 supra.
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" Col. Burk is the most joyful man alive ; I hope he will

deserve your kindness to him by a perpetual attachment

to His Majesty's service and interests ; his name is William

Burk of Barna-Darigg in the county of Galway.
" Davis (the rogue that robbed you) is a great courtier at

St. Germains, where he appears at the levee and dinner.

" For what regards the business of Nancy I give Your

Lordship equal thanks as if what I desired had been effected.

His Majesty could not have sent a worthier man than Mr.

Hill, and my taking the liberty to solicit Your Lordship pro-

ceeded from my not knowing it was so disposed of." Copy.

(XII. 121-4.)

The Earl of Portland to Matthew Prior.

[1698-9, Jan. 30. N.S.]. Kensington.—" Je ne m'estonne

pas, Monsieur, que les Protestants a St. Germain voyent leur

fautte, quant ils se sentent si negliges et mal traittes, et que

des gens comme Davis, et des bonnes femmes et prestres sont

caresses. Je doutte pourtant qu'il y en ayt qui se hasardent

de venir ici sans savoir leur seurete.
" Je suis impatient d'apprendre la reeussitte du ball et de

l'effect de la differente compagnie qui s'y trouvera. Vous

avez trop mechante opinion de vostre Gouverneur
;

je ne

vous crois pas bon pupille : quoique j'en aye une meilleure,

je vous prie de m'envoyer les lampoons que vous aurez faits.

" II n'y a rien de plus raisonnable que d'encourager nos

correspondants par toutte sorte de moyens ; Dieu veuille

que nous n'en ayons pas besoin. J'ay adjuste la chose avec

Mons. Vernon, mais il ne faut pas que depuis mon depart de

France les frais viennent a ma charge.
" J'espere que Rigaut se lassera a la fin de mentir, et que

vous pourres m'envoyer mes tableaus avec les desseyns que

Ton me mande que Mons. Mansart vous a donnes de Versailles,

Trianon, et Marli." (V. 9.)

John Robethon to [Matthew Prior].

169[8-]9, Jan. 23-Feb. 2. Kensington.
—

" Jamais la jolie

lettre du 18 de ce mois dont vous m'avez honore ne pouvoit

arriver plus a propos, puisque vostre paquet (qui m'estoit

adresse) ayant este rendu ce matin a Mylord pendant

que j'estois a Londres, Son Excellence l'a ouvert dans la

pensee d'y trouver des lettres pour Elle. Je me sens

tout fier de ce que son Excellence a vu par la lecture de

celle que vous m'ecrivez que vous ne me jugez pas indigne

d'avoir avec moy un commerce de nature a exercer votre

bel esprit. Cette marque de votre estime ne peut manquer
de me faire du bien aupres de Son Excellence, et de l'obliger

a regarder d'un ceil plus favorable un homme a qui les gens

du plus fin discernement et du meilleur goust daignent

temoigner quelque bonte. Quoy que vous m'ayez procure cet
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avantage sans y avoir songe, j'ose me Halter que voua n*v

aurez aucun regret, out re que voua ne devez pas estre fasohe*

que ee petit accidenl ail fait voir a Mylord que ce a'est

seulement dans lcs matieres qui on1 du rapport aux affaires

d'estat que la langue franeoise vous esl devenue familiere,

mais que vous vous en Bervez avec la mepttte facilite dans
celles qui sont du resserl des beaux esprits. .)•• oe preM

pas parler de ceux qui le sont a la francoiae, a la pin- pari

desquels il ne reste rien quand <>n leur a ost^ L'enjouemenl du
style, ou l'arrangement des mots. Je parle d<- cea beaux
esprits qui pensent, et dont les pensees sont ordinairemenl

si vives et si justes, qu'elles ne Laisseroinl pas de oharmer
quand mesme il leur manqueroit quelques unes des graces

de l'expression. Si c'est le defaut des beaux esprits du pais

ou vous estes d'estre plus superfieiels que solidea, je sui> fori

fasche d'apprendre par vostre lettre que leur negotiateurs

sont du niesnie caractere, et qu'ils onl plus de paroles que
d'effect. Je croy mesme que s'il falloit entreprendre deux
cures si desesperees, la beaute originelle des productions de

vostre genie convertiroit plus aisement les premiers que toute

la force de vos raisonnements et la clarte de vos memoires
ne toucheroit les seconds ; et pour vous donner une raison

de cette difference, c'est que l'erreur des uns esl dans

Fentendement, et celle des autres dans la volonte, de sorte

qu'il seroit plus aise de faire connoistre a ceux la ce qui es1

beau que de faire aimer a ceux-cy ce qui est juste. Vous
avez raison de croire que je me console tons les jours de plus

en plus d'estre eloigne d'un tel pais, et je I'aurois bientot

entierement oublie si les gens du vostre ne me faisoient scntir

fort souvent que la France est ma patrie en me donnant des

marques du mepris general qu'ils ont pour fcous ceux de ma
nation."

Postscript.—" Le Comte de Tallard a dit a son retour qu'on

avoit relasche dix ou douze galeriens Anglois, Orangeois et

Francois naturalises en Angleterre, dont Mylord Portland

luy donna la liste quand il partit pour la France." (V. 8.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

169[8-]9, Feb. 11. [N.S.] Paris.—" On Monday oigM at

Versailles we had the unhappy news that tin- Electoral Prince

of Bavaria died at Brussels the 6th of a Eever and convulsions
;

this Court is a good deal concerned at it. 1 mean those of them
that think lightest ; the next of them are setting the Duke of

Berry upon the throne of Spain without any doubts or

difficulty. The incertitude of this succession should (one

would imagine) oblige our House of Commons to think twice

before they disband the army, for (as my Governor argued

t'other day with me) how do we expecl to be respected "i

make alliances, whilst we cannot give <>u<- man to any <>t

our neighbours upon occasion ? or how do we hold the balance

of Europe, whilst we shall not be out of fear of being invaded
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every day ? I will not trouble Your Lordship upon a subject

with which I do believe you are tired and vexed enough

already : but I must add that our friends at St. Germains

are drinking the House of C[ommon]s' health, and that those

who are most our enemies will most rejoice to see us disarmed."

Copy. (XII. 132.)

Matthew Prior to [Charles Montagu].

169[8-]9, Feb. 11. [N.S.] Paris.—" If you have not the

unhappy news already from Brussels I must tell it to you,

the Electoral Prince of Bavaria died there the 6th, and so

the succession of Spain is as undetermined as ever. I wish

we were not so very warm in disbanding our army, for we
shall hardly hold the balance of Europe (as we call it) whilst

we have not the weight of one armed man to turn the scale

on either side ; but of this one should write a book and not

a letter. We abroad see things ('tis true) in another light

than they do at Westminster ; and if we do but secure our-

selves, I am satisfied ; but if we shall or no is the question.

Our friends at St. Germains are so delighted with what the

Parliament is doing in England that they publicly drink their

healths : there is no doubt but that France will give them

a helping hand whenever there is a bare possibility of suc-

ceeding, but
Prudens futuri temjyoris exitum

Caliginosa node prevrit Deus.

This is only to my dear Master and friend, who will burn

my letter, which I will take for answering it." Copy.

(XII. 134.)

Richard Powys to Matthew Prior.

1698[-9], Feb. 6[-16]. Whitehall.
—

" There is a warrant

signed for paying 7501. to Mr. Secretary Vernon for secret

service, and will be received this week. He tells me he is to

pay a good part of it to me for your account ; as soon as

he does, you shall know what I receive from him.
" I am now to answer your last letter, which is rather an

endorsement on Mr. Swinford's letter relating to what you

imagine I have played the fool in. I have had a full swing

of rambling and thought it high time to take up, but you

have yet no occasion for it, if common fame be true that

you are so well provided, live in a full swing of pleasure

abroad ; this is indeed sufficient at present to keep matrimony

out of your head, but I shall one day have you in. I was

some time since more averse to that state than you can be,

and ridiculed it as much, but I am at last caught. I will

not tell you how I like it, but will leave that to your

judgment when you come over." (VIII. 381.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

169[8-]9, Feb. 16. [N.S.] Paris.—" The moment that this

express is parting with my Lord Jersey's letters to Your
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Lordship, I receive the favour of yours of the 30th past by

the ordinary post, with the enclosed t<> Madam Mayercroon,

which I shall scud to her, it being impossible to have other

access to her in the Bad condition she n<»u is in. Her beautiful

daughter died on Saturday morning of a bleeding partout

and a kind of small-pox, which never came fltfl as they ought

to do ; Madam Mayercroon is so ill thai it is a question it she

will long survive it.

"The ball at Versailles is, I believe, quite pu1 off ; the

mascarades they have amongst themselves at Marli are

ridiculous enough.
k

Masquez vous,' <lil h A'"// ; '/ Us se

masquent tons : he treats them with all their tnasquing babits,

which he hires out of Rue St. Honore bere. King James
and his lady are at these entertainments ; that is, they supped

at Marli on these nights and return to St. Gerniains to lie,

so this old Monarch of France trims between us as he used

to do."
" The plans are not yet ready, my Governor having ordered

some additions to be made of them : indeed, my Lord, he is

but a civil trimmer. 1 shall send them and the pictures as

soon as lean possibly get them." Copy. (XII. 136.)

The Earl of Portland to Matthew Prior.

[1698-9], Feb. 9-19. Kensington.
—

" J'ay bien receu

la vostre, Monsieur, par laquelle vous me marquez la mort

du Prince Electoral de Baviere ; les gens ou vous estes vont

un peu viste en mettant le Bucq de Berry sur le trone

d'Espagne, sans doutte en difficulte ; vous jugez fort bien Les

affaires qui se passent, mais dans St. Steven's Chappel Ton

n'y pense pas de mesme, et je ne m'estonne pas qu'a St.

Germain Ton boive a leur sante.
" Je vous prie de donncr cette Iettrc non cachettce a -<>n

adresseenmainpropre, et derendre le service que vous pourrez ;

si Ton a besoin d'argent pour les amplettes, donnez en, je vous

prie, jusques a cent pistoles, que vous pouvez tirer sur moy.

(V. 12.)

Matthew Priok t" 'he Earl of Portland.

No date.
—"I can only by this posl acknowledge the favour

of your letter of the '.(' ::;, and shall by the next give you
an account of the delivery of the letter unsealed as likewise

of that to the Chevalier de Lorraine.

"Your Lordship's picture is finished at Rygault's, m\
Lord Woodstock's is in hand. 1 can only repeat that I hasten

him all I can and flatter him all I can, without which it i>

impossible to make him work.

"My Governor told me to-day at Versailles that, as soon

as the plans were done, they should be put into my bands :

I shall likewise take care to send them with the pictures.

So much for your private commands ;
as to the public, these

people could* not conceal their satisfaction for what was



316

resolved in St. Stephen's Chapel ; they had a remark upon
every word in the King's speech, and the Paris Gazettier had

given as ill a turn to it in the translation as he could. My
Governor thought the Parliament would not thank the King

for his speech ; but as I have in part already undeceived him,

so I shall do it quite upon the Lords' address, which we
received last night. Our friends at St. Germains are not so

exalted upon the whole matter as they were last week : they

are very often at Marli in the diversions there. There will

be a ball we think on Monday next at Versailles, in all

probability King James will be there : I camiot yet tell Your
Lordship if we shall be there likewise or no.

" I tell Mr. Secretary that one of the Higgens, who has

been here and at St. Germains, is returned incognito into

England, having kissed King James' hand before his going.

Bayly is gone into the country with the scholar, and I know
not yet what effect their being together will produce." Copy.

(XII. 139.)

The Earl of Portland to [Matthew Prior].

[1698-9], Feb. 16-26. Kensington.—" Je suis en peine,

Monsieur, de n'avoir pas receu de vos lettres du 18me, cela

me fait craindre que vous ne soyez malade. Les gens de la

Chambre Basse ne raisonnent pas si juste que vous faittes dans

vostre derniere du lime, ni que font nos amis de St. Germain,
qui boivent a leur sante avec raison. Je vous prie de faire

tenir les lettres si [ci] jointes, et de me donner de vos nouvelles,

car je suis enquiet pour la sante de mes amis." (V. 13.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

169[8-]9, Feb. 28. [N.S.] Paris.—" In my last I acknow-
ledged the honour of Your Excellency's letter of the 9-19, and
I herein send you the answer to the letter enclosed. In this

and in everything I most readily obey your commands.
" The Duke of Berwick's voyage is variously talked of here,

they will have it that he is to be a Churchman, and will be

promoted to the dignity of a Cardinal. Quelle consolation

pour des anies vrayment Catholiques ! Et quel honneur pour
la veritable Eglise ! I am glad his journey lies towards Italy,

and shall endeavour to have an eye upon His Grace for fear

of his going towards England for all his supposed devotion.
" Your Excellency will easily imagine the talk which is

made here by Count d'Auvergne's being to be married to

Mademoiselle de Staremberge, the gaining of a soul is an
unanswerable argument for any man's doing a silly thing

here ; 'tis only the reformed church that is like to have so

considerable a loss in this lady.
" There is the most unaccountable story runs here (and for as

much as I can hear, it is true) : Madame de Valentinois, being

reconciled to her husband after long dissension, told him that

she loved him better than she did any man, and that no man
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ever pleased her so much as he, though she had had eight,

which she named thereupon to her husband. This I own is

very foolish to tell Your Lordship, but everybody talks of it

here; the substance of this matter is that her husband will

live with her no longer.

"I must detain Your Lordship a momfltfl longer to tell

you yet a thing more extravagant. On Tuesday, when we were
at Versailles, people taxed me with being mighty secret and
asked me how Your Excellency did, and when I had Been vou :

at last I found out that it had gone through all tin- ('cant

that you were arrived incognito at my Lord Jersey's,

that you had been at Versailles and were Lr <>in<_r to Spain, and
that you had a private audience of the King, to which
Bontems only introduced you.

"As soon as I came back to Paris the President (!<• Memes
and others sent to my house to know if it were so. Your
Kxcellency will pardon my troubling you with a thing

very odd as this is.

"The Duchess of Portsmouth is arrived here, and went
away immediately to her country house with the virtuous

Duke d'Elboeuf." Copy. (XII. 142.)

Matthew Prtor to the Earl of Portland.

169[8-]9, March 4. [N.S.] Paris.—" I have so little to trouble

Your Excellency with this post that I only take the pen to

acknowledge the honour of your letter of the 16-26 February,
and to tell you that I take care of the enclosed according to

their addresses. We went on Monday to Versailles ; the

Monarch gave a ball in the great apartments, and last night

there was a private masquerade in Madame Maintenon's
apartments from 7 till 10, and after supper all the world

was masqued in the Dauphin's apartments
; this and the

devotion and ashes we are in to-day is all at present.
" I have as well by last as by this post written some things

in cipher to .Mr. Secretary (he having the key) of which he
will inform Your Lordsmp." (XII. 145.)

[1698-9, Feb. 26. O.S. ?].—" The Scotch have repossessed

themselves at Darien ; improve it in Spain.

"I received Mr. BroxtonV of the 27th ; I shall do all I can

for him in the affair of Mr. Lenthall*. I venture to say you
will be more and more convinced of my zeal for Mr. Knight's

[Kins James' | service in particular as well as of the faithful

advice I gave those of his religion.

"The Scotch will fall out with Orpine [Orange, i.e., William

III. | if he does not comply with them in all wings that tend

to their settling at Darien.

"They will make K.W. call a Parliament in March or else

they will sit and act without his consent.

"The House of Commons against Popery have ordered

Bills to be brought in, which if they pass into Act, Popery

* J'robably cipher names.
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in a little time will be extirpated here ;
and in Ireland and

in Scotland there will be rather worse than milder laws against

them. Now these cannot be laws without K.W. consent,

and so you may improve that matter, and set all foreign

Princes and States to write to him not to make them into

laws ; if he should, they may resent it and join an Act

accordingly. No courtiers have yet opposed these resolves
;

you may improve this, that K.W. friends are for these Bills,

so that he may be said to promote it. A word to the wise,

etc. If you don't improve hints given, or if you do it without

success, it is to no sort of purpose to hazard giving hints.

Can't these differences between the Danes, Swedes and

Holsteiners be improved to a sort of general war or a religious

war, of which some good may come in time ? Blow the

coals, leave no stone unturned : has Kimpe [King James],

or why has he not, some friends authorized and commissioned

in Scotland in this juncture to offer terms and rewards and

encouragement for them to act for him ? Remember, I tell

you, the sematters may be done at the same time that you

are working all over the world for his service.

" The Jacobites divided whether it be better for Mr.

Kimpe's interest that Orpine be hindered going to Holland
;

Kimpe ought to be consulted in it and advised upon and

send word over. It is wished by the Jacobites here that

K.J. would intercede to take off the persecution of the

Protestants in France and indeed in all parts, and that it be

published that he does it.

" People divided if it be best that K.W. go to Scotland

or to Holland, let us know which is best for Kimpe's

interest.
" Why do you not hinder K.W. interest in all Courts abroad,

and let him carry all points ?

" Kimpe's affair of course must keep a Protestant air
;

and still remember that he employs none that are hated here

or in Scotland, or that are not advised by them ;
otherwise

it will be fatal to his family. I am doing all I can, so are

others, to get Cole leave to come over. Duty to dearest

M. and N. : love to all friends. I am a plain dealer, speak my
mind freely whatever comes, though I know I do and shall

suffer for it ; do not consider the present state of Kimpe and

his interest ; I say again, let me hear if you receive this very

letter." (V. 18.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

169[8-]9, March 11. [N.S.] Paris.— "In my last I told Mr.

Secretary in cipher that I had heard the Duke of Berwick

was gone for England ; but being assured that they had letters

from him dated from Lyons five days after he left Paris, and

that he was going on for Turin and Italy, I write to Your

Lordship at large ; the design of his going is to remonstrate

to the Pope the hardships which the Catholics are under in
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England and to desire the Church's charity on thai account.
Some of ln's Grace's intimate friends think Ik- lias a mind to

take orders. I sometimes write particulars concerning the
Court of St. Germains in cipher in Mr. Secretary ;

it you please
to have me write to you immediately the same thiie_r

. you
have only to order a copy of the cipher to be~*given to you
by Mr. Yard, or if you would have Mr. Secretary explain
my letters to Your Lordship, yon will intimate to me your
orders in this point : in all cases, if Mis Majesty goes this

summer into Holland, it will he absolutely necessary that
you have a copy, for I shall he obliged to write to you often
in cipher; in the meantime I write 1 hi- plainly, and hope it

will have the good fortune not to be broke open in the way.
"Lord Melford is come in again and Lord Middleton quite

disgraced. About two years since several letters were showed
to King James as written in England and directed to Lord
Middleton; these letters mentioned that the Jacobite Pro-
testants in England were ill satisfied with Melford's being
at the head of the Councils here ; Melford's party have now-

found out that the letters were counterfeited here in Paris,

and Middleton is accused of I > < d 1
1
<_
r privy to the cheat

; the
effect of tliis which I could wish is that Middleton should
come over again to us, but [ leave thi^ consideration to your
Lordship's better reflexion.
"1 have intimated to Your Lordship what sudden joy

some people here had upon the opiniatrity of the Parliament
in England, but that joy cools a great deal. The address
of the House of Commons to the King to remove Papists
and discontented persons from about London I have, and
shall make a good use of, by letting the Court of Versailles

see that the peevishness of the Eouse is very far from
favouring our friends at St. Germains, and that, whilst we
have such laws against King James and his adherents, and such
addresses from our Parliament to put them in force, we
are likely enough to preserve our liberties under His Majesty's
reign and government without other strength than the united
obedience and loyalty of all his subjects. This I say is the turn
that must he given to our affairs here ; to have them bettered
in England, if 1 were there. I would venture to say at : ai-Lr «'

to Your Lordship what I jusl set down the flbauche of li<

"The people of England are wild, at ease, and separate from
the commerce and knowdedge of the affairs of Europe ; some
that have a good deal of wit think too speculatively, for want
of experience in relation to things abroad; many are per-

sonally malicious at the Court because they arc not in it
;
the

Ministers therefore should give 11 i> Majesty at once a plain,

direct and honest account how this general bent of the nation is

at present, and not tell His Majesty things by halves. Letting

him see the worst side of them when it is too late
;
hut if some

of the Ministers be too deep in their parties' interest to do

this, His Majesty's business sutlers from their partiality, and
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as the Scripture says, no man can serve two masters, so no

man, I am confident, can serve a King of England, who ought

to be master of all parties and persons in the kingdom, who
is too much a slave to any party wherein he is engaged.

•' With this His Majesty will be pleased to say the kindest

things imaginable to the Parliament when he grants a thing,

and the most like a king when he refuses ;
thus did Henry

the 7th and Henry the 8th and Elizabeth, who refused more

things than any other of our Princes, and yet governed us

best : and every word and syllable that the King speaks bears

a great weight through all Europe, particularly in this Court.
" As to this project of an Act to restrain the number of

officers in the customs, excise, etc., that shall sit in the House,

it will limit the King's power more than any of his predecessors

have been, and may have a worse effect in future Parliaments

than can be seen at present. Men of good learning and

experience should be a little encouraged to take notice and

talk of this in their conversations in Westminster Hall, in

coffee-houses, etc.; the Ministers and great men about the

King should find out such persons for this service.

" And it should be intimated that some of these men who
are most violent in this matter are breaking into our consti-

tution as much as those who in former reigns were for repeal-

ing the penal laws and tests, it being the same thing to the

nation if we are hurt by bad subjects or by a bad King, and

that we suffered as much by popular rage in '45 as by
arbitrary power in '88.

" The Archbishop and those Bishops who have power should

hint this to the clergy, and this may be said of the Tory clergy

preferably to the other, that if they are in the King's interest,

they will most heartily espouse his cause. The others, though

they have been active for the King, were so because they

were against Popery, and thought King James most against

them ; but they were bred in latitudinarian principles, and

are no great friends at bottom to monarchy, though in the

hands of the most righteous Prince that ever reigned. This

will be found true by all those brought up in Bishop Burnet's

sentiments ; for my Lord himself, you will find that he will

give teste baissee into everything that may please the Princess,

that he may have the Duke of Gloucester more entirely his

own.
" I will only observe further on this head that the King's

speech as soon almost as he was on the throne, in which he

said he would sustain the greatness of the monarchy, did

him more service than any speech he has made since, and

that the body and commonalty of the people of England

love the glory of monarchy in general, and will keep up that

of the King in particular who has done such great things

for us, if they are rightly managed.
" Your Lordship sees with what nakedness and simplicity

I dare open my mind to you ; I dare affirm a good deal of
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what I say is truth, and T believe mosl of it practicabli

beg Your Lordship not to show ii to anybody, neither to

my friend Montague or to Mr. Secretary. II any improve-

ment may be made of what I say to His Majesty's service

and interest, I shall account myseli very happy, and I hope

Your Lordship knows me well enough to wwnk thai I do
not write this out of a saucy desire to shew myself ;i politician,

or an opinion of my own knowledge, bu1 in the duty, zeal

and respect that becomes the least of the King's subjects and

the most humble and obedient of Your Lordship's servants.

"In August last I sent you a paper Bent from England

to the Court of St. Germains, rt was called A Moderat Pro-

posal in favour of the Prince of Wales, offered to th. Parlia-

ment; there is another paper just now come over, written

by the same author, and privately to be dispersed to the

Members of Parliament who they think may be trusted with

such a thing ; it is only to recommend the Prince's interesl uad

does not make at all for King .lame- :
some things are to be

altered in it here, and it is to be returned hack into England,

The medal, of which 1 scud you one enclosed i- likewise

dispersed amongst the Jacobites on your side. I have the

honour of Your Lordship's letter of the 20 Feb. 2 March. I

shall do as you command."'
Postscript.— " I have power from Mr. Secretary t" receive the

350 pistoles (louis d'ors) and shall b\ nexl posl tell him and

Your Lordship the jov the distribution of them caused hi

Copy. (XIT. 140-52.*)

RlCHAKD POWYS to MaTTIIKW PRIOR.

1698[-9], March 2[-12]. Whitehall. -" I lind our town bath

unjustly laid a scandalous story upon you. that Miss Cross

was one of your domestics. Indeed 1 did no! give much

credit to it. for I did not think it an easy matter for you to

be like Alderman Duncombe who keeps a pair in his house,

and they live very friendly together. I shall refer myself

to Mr. Swinfurt as' to my enquiry alter her. who. 1 find, visits

her oftener than you do.' I have no new- to tell you but thai

our mighty Duke of Bolton was found dead in his bed, and

thereupon* Miss (Volts, your Irish Queen, is become an

English duchess." (VIII.' 389.)

The Earl of Portland to [Matthew Prior].

[1698-9], March 2-12. Kensington.— " Je you- remei

Monsieur, de vos dernieres lettres, qui out este longtemos

a venir, je ne scais pourquoi : j'en aj receu trois a la fois, du

25 et 28 Feb.. et du 4 courant. Je n'aj pas encore receu de

reponses aux miennes, doril je suis impatient comme de mes

portraits et plans. La Chr,apel]le de St Est[ien]ne est Fori

despourveue de charite et de sagesse je sroudrois que Lot

eut moins remercie et plus fait : je ne scay pourquoj I on n est

pas content a St. Germain, its out lieu de
I estn I on doutte

* B—21
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fort ici que le Due le Berwyck soit alle en Italic II est bon

que vous ayez l'ceuil au guet
;
pour moy je suis si las du monde

que si il y avoit des cloistres de nostre religion je crois que je

pourrois m'y retirer ; ce ne seroit pourtant pas par regret de

la perte que fait nostre Esglise de Mile de Starremburg ;
vous

avez demeure trop longtemps a la Haye pour n'en pas

cognoistre la carte. J'admire l'histoire de Madame de Valen-

tinois ; on la croiroit impossible dans ces circumstances—non

qu'une femme ne voulust avoir huit galants a la fois
;
j'en ay

cogneu une qui en avoit dix et neuf et ne peut jamais parvenir

au vintiesme ; a mesure quelle en prenoit un pour rendre

le nombre complet un autre la quittoit. Je vous prie de me
mander les noms des huit, je crois en cognoistre plusieurs

;
le

mary ne devroit pas la laisser apres la declaration qu'elle

l'ayme plus qu'auquun des huit. Je croys que vous me croyez

fort secret d'avoir este en France sans vous rien dire
;

si les

dames estoi[en]t persuadees de cela, j'aurois aussi huit mais-

tresses, si j'estois en age d'en avoir grand besoin. Dittes a Mons.

le President de Mesme que je lui pardonneray jamais qu'il m'aye

creu a Paris sans le voir. Je croy que Mons. le Due d'Elbeuf a

trouve un pucellage nouveau, il nous est bien oblige de le lui

avoir laisse. Je vous prie de me mander un peu des nouvelles

de la Cour ou de la ville qui divertissent ; vous jugez bien la

raison pourqnoi je vous faites cette demande asteur [a cette

heure] ; nous en avons besoin.

Postscript.—" Je vous envoye si[ci]-joint une lyste des noms
de quelques jeunes gens de qualite d'Eccosse qui sont asteur

en France, je vous prie d'en parler a Milord Jersey, il seroit

bon qu'on les peut un peu attirer chez lui pour les tenir dans

le bon chemin, et si ils n'y viennent pas, il sera necessaire que

vous les fassiez observer pour estre informe si ils ne vont pas

faire leur cour a St. Germain." (V. 21.)

James Vernon to [Matthew Prior].

1698[-9], March 6[-16]. Whitehall.—" I have received your

letter of the 11th instant, and have communicated it to my
Lord Portland, who will himself impart to you his thoughts

upon it. Mr. Powys has not yet brought me your bill
;
when

he does, I will forward it all I can. I see your St. Germains

people are impatient to be at work. I hope, as they go on. one

or another will give us notice of it, that we may be a little

provided against them. If they have no other engines but

prints, pamphlets and medals, we shall do well enough ;
but

their doctors and students are most to be taken care of, and

if they send over commissions, it would be a seasonable service

if we 'could have such notice of it as to be able to apprehend

them. This perhaps is an opportunity wherein Brocard may
signalize himself, and be entitled to greater advantages

than are to be expected only from me. In the meantime

I am very willing to furnish what is necessary for his support,

and to enable him to appear. I hope likewise you have found
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out some others that are rather more t<» be depended on.
Whatever our enemy's design, ii may turn to our good as well

as our hurt if we have the same Buccesa we had lasl time, and
have but timely notice how their game is to be played,
"They have made a seizure at Canterbury of Bome prints

lately brought over of t la- Prince of Wales, aneVnarrowlj m
his medals. The importer escaped them, out I hear who he
is; whether 1 shall find him I know not." (V. 27.)

The Earl of Portland to .Maitiikw Prior.

[1098-9], March 0-10. Kensington. " .lav bien receu bier

au soir, Monsieur, la vostre du l-llme. Je Buis bieD de
voir que le Due de Berwyck soit alle a Rome, parce que
beaueoup de gens croyoit qifil estoit arrive en < •• pais Ton
m'asseure aussi tres positivemenl par plusieurs mains que
Breyerley et d'autres gens de sa Borte sonl ici : c'esl pour-

quoi je vous prie de bien faire observer si il est encon
France, et de me le mander, car vous scavez ce que I'on a

toujours a craindre, particulier si m\ Lord Melforl el le party

des prestres a le dessus a la ('our de Si. Germain, e1 que m\
Lord Middleton soit en disgrace. Je croy que ce dernier

nous pourroit rendre de grand service si il vouloit, el j« ae

vois pas quel mal il nous pourroit faire d'estre ici, maia avant

que de scavoir ou demander les sentiments du R03 sur la

licence qu'il lui faudroit, i! Beroit bon de scavoir si il estoil

dispose a le souhaitter et a le meriter; il faudroit que vous

voyez si vous trouvez quelque moyen de le faire presentir,

et d'employer quelquun sous main pom travailler but bod

esprit.

"Je ne manquerai pas au besoin de demander an besoin

une copie du chiffre de Mons. Vernon, e1 de m'en Bervir si vous

aviez besoin de m'escrire quelque chose en chiffre Le Duo
de Berwyck aura bien des mensongea a dire pom bien faire

comprendre la persecution des Cath[olique]a lb. main en

pays, ou Us n'ont que trop de licence. La preuve de cela

est I'adresse de la Maison Basse au Roy :
Ton m'a asseur6

depuis quelques jours qu'il y avoil plua de 500 Jesuitea dans

la ville. Je ne scay ce qui esl la cause que la joye des

Jacobites se rallent it : la raison qu'ils en ont eue esl tousjoura

la mesme ; vous avez bien raison de dire que la nation

Anglaise ne connoist pas Bon bonheur ; maia ce qui est ban
pire, e'est qu'elle ae cognoi I pas son danger, e1 oubl

qu'elle doit au Roy, et a boj an

Yos raisons Bont bonnes el voa arguments de mesme n

vous ne comprennez pas que lea meifleurea ne \ abut rien Lei,

et que plus grand politique -"\ trouveroil bien embarrasse,

J'ay bien receu la medaille dans eostre lettre, je guetteray

si il en paroit ici; nous voyons tanl de mauvaia escrits que

je ne pourray pas recognoistre celui dont vous parlez quand

il paroistra. Je vous prie de bien faire observe) toua lea

mouvementa qui se feront on vous i te (V.
'
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Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

169[8-]9, March 18. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" Your Lordship will have

the goodness to pardon my last letter, and take the freedom

with which it was written to proceed from its right motive.

I would not be ruined or hanged for my sentiments, so I dare

only tell them to Your Lordship, and beg you to burn them.

His Majesty, upon the many occupations he has, must (accord-

ing to my wise politics) e'en take one other trouble upon
him ; he must be his own Minister, and direct his Council, or

at least some of them, what he would have done, rather than

rely upon their advice as to what he should do. The Whigs
have given him good words, and seem to do their best in Par-

liament for his interest ; but if they do their best, or no, or

only (as I say) seem to do it is the question, since it is evident

that most of those members who have not been in former

Parliaments, and who do in this compose that body which
they call the country party, are those who have obstructed

the King's business, and yet most of them are and have been

always Whigs ; on t'other side the Tories in these last affairs

have voted against their principle, because the chief of their

party are peevish, and the multitude of them follow their

example, whilst these leading men are against the Court,

right or wrong, because they are not of it : the remedy that

is to be found to this evil is that in one and the other party

some should be gained by His Majesty's goodness and kindness,

and others made sensible of his displeasure ; this was prac-

tised b}7 King Henry the 7th and Queen Elizabeth with success,

who, as I observed to Your Lordship, were our best Princes

and ruled us best.
" The people of St. Germains continue to think they have

many friends in St. Stephen's Chapel, and, if things go on at

this rate, make sure of returning to England. The Duke of

Berwick, I am informed, left Turin the 24th of February
and went to Venice ; this appears by a letter from the Duke
to Col. Hamilton, and I think we may rely upon the infor-

mation. I am next to thank Your Lordship for your favour

of yours of the 2-12. I have informed myself from time to

time of the actions of those persons you sent as of all

others here whom I have any reason to suspect ; the Marquis
of Montrose is gone to Orleans, he is under the inspection of a

governor, who is violently a St. Germains man, and the young
gentleman is. I believe, in his heart so, too.

" Lord Nythsdeal [Nithsdale] is- chief of the family of

Maxwell, a Roman Catholic, and cousin to Sir George
Maxwell likewise here ; he is likewise a St. Germains man,
though outwardly civil to my Lord Jersey and us ; he has
married my Lord Montgomery's sister out of the monastery
at Pontoise, and is carrying her home to Scotland.

' The Earl of Ken'nule [Kinnoul] is a Roman Catholic

bred here in France, a man of no genius ; one sees him in all

companies, and, I think, without great consequence.
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"The rest mentioned in the Lisl are honest men to their

country and His Majesty's Government
"Sir George Maxwell, who, 1 have Baid, is here, is a riddle,

he came to my Lord Jersey's entry, hopes to c_r et leave to

return to England, yel is commonl} w i 1 1 1 m\ Lord Clare and
and Mr. FitzJames, whom thej call my Lord Albemarle,

and talks of going with the Latter to Malta and Constanti

nople : he games, he drinks, and he converses mth all pa

and all nations.

"As to Mademoiselle Staremberg, they give out here thai

she is not to change her religion to be La Uomtesse d' \uvergne,

but this is. as I suppose, to make her doing bo sometime after

she is married seem to proceed from her own choice, and no1

from any worldly consideration. Your Excellencj observes

that having lived long at The Hague I mu-i have known
la carte du pays ; I do indeed, my Lord, bo weW as to think

that the Lady would fairly have turned Jew, if Suasso would

have married her when he was a widower. The difference

between a great Ambassador, that is. Mons. de Heemskirk
and I [sic], a little secretary, in this point is that I only write

this to my Lord Portland, whilst he says publicly at people's

tables— ' Allons ! je la connois bien. die est ma cousine :

Messieurs les fils du Comte d'Auvergne ne doivenl pas se

facher contre leur belle-mere, car en trois mois de terns elle

sera autant aux fils qu'au pere '
: this is equally civil and

discreet in a man of his character.

"I am ashamed not to have been able i<- Bend your plans

and pictures sooner; my Governor assured me on Monday
that I should have the former this week, and Rigault will.

I think, be at last as good as his word in finishing the

pictures; I will send them both as soon as possibly I can.

"The peevishness of our friends at St. Stephen's Chapel is

sufficient to make any man wish for a cloister, hut I hope

in God Your Lordship is above all Buch thoughts, tor 'tis

from such men as you that the tide musl he stemmed and

the waves broken: and great and good men are most

necessarv to the preservation of the State in the most

troublesome times, so that I hope, my Lord, for all your

being weary of the world, we shall long enjoy you as our

patron and friend, and good men continue to be obliged to

you." Copy. (XII. 156-60.)

Matthew Prior to the Emm oi Portland

169 (
.». March 21. [N.S.] I'aris. " 1 troubled Xbui Lordship

with so long a letter last post that I should ool have written

to you by this but to acknowledge the favour of yours oi

the 6-16. 1 am informed that l.v 84, I I I I, 1H
is still in 1055. I wish to God I could 583, 588. [Cf p

supra.] 1 do my best in that affair and everything else relating

that way.
" The Duke of Berwick is (as I am informed) at \ enicc.



32 6

" The enclosed lets Your Lordship know the common
occurrences." Copy. (XII. 163.)

The Earl of Portland to Matthew Prior.

[169S-9], March 16-26. Kensington.— " Je vous asseure,

Monsieur, que j'ay leu vos dernieres lettres avec satisfaction
;

vos raisonnements sont justes, mais il y a peu de monde ici

de vostre sentiment, pas mesme vostre meilleur ami, ou du
moins si ils le sont, lui et tous ceux du Clubb n'agissent pas

comme si ils Festoient. II n'y a point de ' Spirit,' a moins
que ce soit dans un k Committee of Elections '

: du reste,

quant il est question des affaires publiques, Ton ne fait rien

que par maniere d'acquit, sans feu ni ardeur, et a peine les

gens peuvent retarder leur diner, pendant que pour l'inte-

rest du parti ou d'un homme qui en porte le nom, Ton voit

toutte la chaleur du monde, et comme si le salut de la nation

en dependoit, de quoy Ton ne semble pas estre sensible dans
les choses veritablement essentielles. Enfin Ton est comme
les gens malades de lethargie tres dangereuse parce que les

malades ne sentent pas leurs maux, qui ne se guerissent que
par des remedes violents. Dieu voeuille qu'ils ne soyent

pas fatals.
" Vos lettres ne sont veues que d'un seul, la ou ils vous font

du bien. Soyez seur que je vous ayme trop pour en faire

un autre usage. II faut encore que je vous dise que le

remede que vous proposez, quoy que bon, est quasi impra-
ticable, parce que nos gens, quoy qu'ils l'approuvent en general

ne S9auroi[en]t jamais convenir d'auquune personne en par-

ticulier du parti contraire sans y trouver des exceptions in-

surmontables quant Ton vient a en nommer. Je ne m'estonne
pas qu'a St. Germain 1'on soit persuade d'avoir des amis
' in St. St[ephen]'s Chapel '

;
je croy qu'ils ont raison.

" Je croy ce que vous me dittes de Mile Starrenburg :

Swasso est un bon parti a qui ne s'attache pas aux
scrupules de religion. J'admire la belle prudence de l'ambas-

sadeur parent de la dame ; il y a des petites maisons en
France, ou il y a des logements a louer.

" Je ne veux plus songer a mes tableaus, ni aux plans. II en
est de cela comme de toutte autre chose, beaucoup de belles

promesses et peu d'effects. Mandez moy comment se porte

Madame de Meyercroon ; dans son affliction je re9ois si peu
de ces nouvelles." (V. 33.)

Matthew Prior to [Charles] Montague.

1699, April 1. [N.S.j Paris.
—

" By the last post we hear that

my Lord Jersey is recalled, my Lord Manchester named to

succeed him, and I ordered to stay here till the newest of

these Ex[cellen]cies arrives here. I know not what my Lord
Jersey is designing for in England ; but if it be to be Secretary

of State, I presume I may be his Ellis, which is descending

from the high rope to tumble more safely upon the ground.
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and it is time for me so to do after uh.it I have seen in foreign

employments, and as far as I can Bee by my being ordered
to stay only my Lord Manchester's coming, something
this kind is designed for in<-. I have written to in\ I.- 1.

1

Manchester, and upon his answer shall be ready bo 3erve him
wiih all the zeal and ardour which I owe tojUw blood "I the

Mountagus. For God's sake will yon think 51 a little money
for me, for I have fluttered away the Devil and all in this

monkc\ country, where the air i< infected with canity, and
extravagance is as epidemical a- the itch in Scotland. My
bounty money from the King is now due. five hundred pounds ,

if one could get a warrant signed for it till yon t houghl a little

of my arrears ; for to he pawned in Prance and lose my hopes
in England at one time is too much for any man i<> bear .\li<>

was not born under the star of Colonel Powers. I beg you
to help me in these whimsical circumstances under which I

lie at present, though God knows all the return I can make
you is promising to continue for ever with the greatest truth

and respect, &c." Copy. (XII. 172.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Manchester.

1699, April 1. N.S. Paris.
—"I might congratulate youi

being named to succeed my Lord .Jersey, as I hear part in what

I am sure will be for the good of His Majesty s affairs, as

I rejoice in any honour that accrues to your family in general,

or as I have a particular respect and (if I may dare to use the

expression) a friendship for Your Lordship. You Bee, my
Lord, how copious a subject I have and how easily I could

send you on this occasion a panegyric instead of a letter, bu1

my oratory shall go no further at present than to acknowledge

the favour of your letter, and your kind discoursing of my
affairs with Mr. Mountague, and to offer Your Lordship my
best endeavours in your service here. 1 know not when Youi

Lordship designs to be at Paris, hut I take it for granted ii

will not be long first, if you determine your coaches and

equipage to be made here, since they may he making and

your house furnishing, you being here ;
since yon are not

obliged to see anybody except privately, and yon please your-

self till you have had your public audience, and Your Lordship

knows, your appointments commence from your taking leave

of His'Majesty ; but this is a consideration Your Lordship

will best judge of, and I will only say upon this head that

the beauty of one's coaches and the bel air of one's liveries

are things essential to a man's ivputat ion in France. I presume

Mr. Stanyan will come out again with Your Lordship ;
it bo,

it would not be amiss that he were here before Your Lordship,

that I might remit to him the state of our affairs, and Your

Lordship might find things in a method . and if a house-

steward or some such servant wen- here, Your Lordship would

find the advantage of it at your arrival, provided you do

not design to be here soon yourself. You can hardly imagine
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how different [sic] it is to get a house fit"for your quality and

character in the Fauxbourg St. Germains. My Lord Jersey

was for want of a house in that quarter obliged to take up

with one at the other end of the town, which is a most

intolerable inconvenience. He had just remedied it by taking

a new house in the Fauxbourg at Easter next, and in my
opinion Your Lordship cannot do better than to take his

bail and continue it ; the house is perfectly fit for you, and

in the best part and wholesomest air of the town, not far from

where my Lord Portland] lived, and by consequence near

the Tuilleries, the Cours, the Comedy, convenient for Versailles,

and for the foreign ministers and the English to come to you.

My Lord has taken this house with the clause of six months,

that is, you giving six months' warning to the proprietor

as he reciprocally to you, you are at liberty to leave the house,

the rent of it is 6,000 limes per annum, that is, at present, 400Z.

sterling, so that, if Your Lordship takes my Lord Jersey's

bargain, you have a house till October, at which time you

may renew the bail, or quit the house, as you please, for the

expense of 3.000 livres ; and I think, my Lord, you cannot

do better ; as to. furniture my Lord Jersey would dispose of

some of his to Your Lordship, such as tables, chairs, bureaus

for books, escritoires, ordinary beds for servants, English

pewter, batterie de cuisine, and such lumber as one hates to

bring and yet must have. My Lord has eight fine grey horses

(Dutch) which he would likewise dispose of ; he has another

set of black horses or mares (for, faith ! I am not jockey enough

to know which they are), which, I believe, you may likewise

have, but I must beg Your Lordship to give me your answer

by the next post, if possible, as to these horses, the house and
household-stuff, for fear they should be disposed of otherwise.

For such kind of reasons as these I repeat to Your Lordship

that it would be necessary that you sent some agent before,

who, knowing what goods you bring with you, may supply

what you may want. In the meantime, my Lord, you have a

very good homme d'affaires here, for my Lord Jersey at the

same time that he congratulates Your Lordship's succeeding

him, offers you his service, and for myself, my Lord, I hope you

will command me as you would do one of your own domestics."

Copy. (XII. 165-8.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

1699, April 1. [N.S.] Paris.—" I have the favour of Your
Lordship's letter of the 13-23, and by the same post we receive

thf news of my Lord Jersey's being recalled and my Lord

Manchester named to succeed him. I have orders upon this

occasion to stay till my Lord Manchester's arrival, which, I

hope, will be soon after my Lord Jersey's departure, for I would

fain have the honour to give Your Lordship an account of

things here before the King goes for Holland, and be in England

whilst I might have the happiness of seeing and being pro-
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obedience to Your Lordship's service thai I went ou1 ol it

I shall leave the memoirs and journals bo perfecl in my Lord
Manchester's hands thai be will have it traced to him, and need

only follow them to be Bure ot being right. Your Lordship

opened so fair a way thai your suo cannot mist

and I may return (according to His Majestj - pr< jent orders)

as Boon as my Lord Manehestei shall be arrived here in this

and in everything I refer myself wholly to His Majest} - orders .

that is best for me which His Majesty commands, and what

country, what condition, what employment BO ever he gives

me it is the glory of my life to take and to Labour in for In-

service ; in England (possibly) I should not be useless. I hope,

my Lord, you will not think it vanity that I ~.i\ so, or thai

in my former Letters 1 have touched upon some point- infinitely

above me; I will excuse myself for all I have written ol tin-

kind upon my zeal and truth for the King's interests and

upon the confidence which Your Lordship's kindness to me
did inspire me with. By that un sevl <l< mes amis thai saw

my letters Your Lordship either mean- yourself alone or one

other who had the greatest right and reason in the world to

see them; in all eases I am far from being in pain whilst

my poor sentiments are in the hand of Your Lordship, who

has known and kept the greatest affairs of Europe with equal

secrecy and glory.

My Governor and I had yesterday a long discourse of oui

English affairs. : he cannot forbear insulting a little and show-

ing his satisfaction at the breaking our troops. Whatever I

thought in my heart, I answered him by an historical accounl

of our Parliament's proceedings in the reigns of those Princes

whom we loved and revered most, of the nature of our govern-

ment, and of the laws of our constitution, and insensibly led

him to see that no step in the House of Commons was made
in favour of the people of St. Germains, and that neither they

or theirs were so much as thought ol m the deliberations or

votes of Parliament. .My Governor is a I way- with 1255

[Louis XIV. J. and 1 dare -wear pumps me to tell half an hour

after the effect of his questions ;
he is an excellent courtier,

hut if they had no abler heads than he. we might .-hep in

quiet.

"As to the plans, he told me that Mansard is working at

them, that the King intended yon should have them perfect,

and according to the design which His Majesty i- now forming,

and that he takes it upon himself that yon had them not

sooner; he bids me excuse to Your Lordship his not writing

to you, hut says he will write to you \ei\ Boon, and he enjoins

me to tell you very particularly that the Kn often

speaks of you and always with greal marks ol .-teem. I

would not have the Parliament know tin- for feai thej ahould

impeach my Lord Portland foi being too well with Pi

One may see from the discourse ol mj Governoi and 1438
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and the former 1352 [Governor] of Namur that 1129 in 1454

writes all the twittle-twattle he can pick up: a little care

should be taken of that Datter, and an eye should be held

over those who frequent the conversation of that gentleman.
'" Rigault is working at the last copy of my Lord Wood-

stock's picture. I do whatever I can to hasten him, but I

had rather stay than let his men spoil the pieces. I have no

news from any of your correspondents, and am not sorry for

it ; the least that is doing or projecting here the better it

is ; I am only to add the receipt of your packet of the 16-26.

I shall take care of the letters enclosed according to vour

order." Copy. (XII. 169-71.)

Richard Powys to Matthew Prior.

1698[-9], March 23[-April 2]. Whitehall.—" On Friday last

your aunt, Mrs. Prior, was taken with a lit of an apoplexy,

of which she died on Tuesday morning at four o'clock.

" Having now taken a house I am entering into the expense

and trouble of furnishing of it. Pictures, if good, are very

dear, if bad, they are the worse furniture I can have ;
but

good prints make as handsome a show. I would beg the

favour of you to speak to Mr. Swinford that he would so

far trouble himself as to lay out about ten pounds in some

of the best prints for me, and to bring them with him when

he comes over, and if you please to let him have the money,

I will give you credit for it in your account, or will pay it any

other way as you or he shall think fit. I would not have

the prints of the Triumph of Alexander, because those were

lately given to me here."

Postscript.
—" My Lord Manchester is preparing for France,

and the news here is that you are like to stay there. But

I hope otherwise." (VIII. 407.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Dorset.

1699, April 4. N.S. Paris.—" Your Lordship will easily

judge with what satisfaction I received your letter, and that,

though I am a courtier, I speak an undeniable truth when I

tell you that no earthly good can be more welcome to me than

to hear of my Lord Dorset's health and welfare. My Lord

Jersey (as I foresaw) is recalled and generously offers me the

accompanying of his fortune. I have had too many proofs

of his kindness already to doubt any way of its continuing ;

and I think I see it already destined by the higher powers that

His Lordship will be Secretary and I his Vernon. I have

already told His Lordship how weary I am of fluttering here

abroad, and I think this is as fair an occasion as can offer

for my getting home. I have had all that this sort of employ-

nirni Can give me, and I hope I have made myself so fit for

that which is designed me, as to answer in some measure the

care Your Lordship had of my childhood in making me fit for

any ; and as I heartily wish myself near Your Lordship, where
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in spite of business some hours might b et aside for < ommor)
sense, so I beg Your Lordship t<> contribute to il M\ orders

are to stay here till mj Lord Mancht fcer' coming. I must

obey thus far, l>ut cannol -t.i\ bis entrj and audience; this

it Xour Lordship would hint to Mi Mountagui b<

sin mid require it | would be a new obligation added to a thou
more which ! already owe m\ Lord Dorset, I would i

all imaginable haste home, first, because it is not reasonable

(upon a suspicion that m\ Lord Jersey i Si that he

should be left without a commis, and secondly, because it I

am in England, and in that post before the King goes for

Holland, it may happen that I may be lefl secretary to tin

Regents; the latter of these reasons I would mention to no
man alive but Your Lordship, from whom I would aot hide the

inmost thoughts and desires of my heart, though you •

my Lord, how much ambition and vanity is mixed with them.

I shall perform your commands of all kind-, and desire you

to send me any new commission you would have me execute

before I have the honour to embrace your knees and to tell

you that I am entirely and eternally, etc." Copy. (XII.

178-9.)

James Vernon to Matthew Pbiob

1699, March 27[-April 6]. Whitehall.—"! have received

your letter of the 1st of April [N.S.], and don't examine how
much you or my Lord Jersey knows of His Excellency's I

designed to succeed the Duke of Shrewsbury, bu1 it has been

no secret here a considerable time, and 1 hope you did not

receive the first news of it from Mons. Tallard's ad\ ices. I did

not indeed mention it, because I concluded His Excellency

would know it before I could write it. I think it so certain that

you may build any measures upon it you would lake and

need not write mysteriously about it. You need not doubt but

I shall approve of what you judge most for your advant

and assist in it if I can be of any use. But you must not

think of removing before my Lord Manchester arrives ;
how

soon you may get away afterwards, I leave to be adjusted

between Mr. Montague and yourself. I understand you have

writ to him on this occasion, and I suppose you will receive

his answer by this post or the next. I do not conceive thai

it can he prejudicial to you in whatever you propose to your

self, if you stay till you ha\e put m\ Lord Manchester into

the course of his business, which I have further explained to

Mr. Montague than I need mention here." \

Mattiikw Pbiob to the Earl oj Pobti \m>.

1699. April 8. N.S. Paris.- " I ought last poet to I

told you that I had the honour of your letter ot the 26th of

March ; the clearness, the right sense and the judgment of

it convince me that I was not in the wrong as to some ol

my conjectures, and in Borne point- enlighten me a

deal : it is astonishing. I confess, the conduct ot those p< ipl<
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who think of everything aright but the safety and honour
of the nation : in short such spirits are not to be dealt with.

I dare say no more of it at this distance, but hope (according

to what I had the honour to write last to Your Lordship)

that I may have the opportunity of speaking more upon this

subject, as I may have the happiness of seeing you, though

I once more repeat that I pay an absolute and entire obedience

to His Majesty's commands, and that I beg Your Lordship

to think that I have no consideration of what may be for my
private interest, but as I may serve the greatest man and
the kindest Master in the world.

" There is no kind of news at Versailles ; two nights since

threatening papers were set up on Pont Neuf before the pedestal

of King Harry's horse against Pontchartrain and the Govern-

ment, and that there were ten thousand men in Paris dissatisfied

enough with the King to come and pull down Versailles. Baga-

telles, my Lord. The whole people of France are oppressed

and discontented enough, but saying and acting are two
things in this country. The plans are at length done, and
my Governor promises that I shall have them an 'premier jour,

as he calls it, with a letter to excuse their having been retarded

so long." Copy. (XII. 180.)

The Earl of Portland to Matthew Prior.

[1699], March 30[-April 9]. Kensington.—" J'ai bien

receu, Monsieur, vostre tres agreable du 1 d'Avril, N.S. Je

serois tres aise d'avoir la satisfaction de vous voir de retour

ici, mais je croy que vostre ami Mr. Montagu s'y opposera,

puis qu'il est trop persuade du grant besoin que Milord

Manchester, pour lequel il s'interesse, aura de vostre assistance,

comme j'en suis persuade aussi, vous cognoissant comme je

fais. II y a des choses ordinaires dont vous pouvez lui donner

des memoires pour lui servir de regie, mais sur touts les inci-

dents qui arrivent en ce pais la assez souvent, et sur beaucoup

d'affaires ou il aura besoin de vostre conseil et assistance, ce

n'est pas la mesme chose, et si j'estois Mylord Manchester,

je serois en desespoir de vous perdre. Le Roy a leu vostre

lettre, et votre soubmission a ces ordres ne vous sera pas

prejudiciable. Je vous ay temoigne dans ma precedente la

satisfaction que Ton a eu des sentiments que vous aves

marquez sur les affaires de ce pais, qui n'ont estez veus que

de celui seul qui a le droit de les voir. Vous scavez que je

vous veus trop de bien pour en faire un autre usage. Je crois

que vous aurez eu de la paine a faire une bonne histoire de

l'affaire dont vous avez este oblige de parler a vostre Gouver-

neur, que je crois comme vous beaucoup plus grand courtisan

qu'habile politique ; sachant comme vous faittes quel usage

il fait de ce que vous lui dittes, vous pouvez en faire un bon

usage, et je vous fieray bien avec lui. Je vous prie de lui

faire bien des compliments de ma part ; les grands generaux

ne sont pas tousjours grands ministres. Je suis bien aise
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que les nouveaus desseyns de Marly soyenf adjout& ;m
plans, et le seray bien plus de le voir arriv^, avec met
tableaus. J'espere que le Parlemenl n'aura jamaifl d'autre

sujet de me vouloir du mal, que oelui donf rous me parlez,

et je ne seray pas en danger de 06 COSte* la. I. prennenl

tant de liberty de parler ence pais si[ci] qu'ii estrdiflficile de faire

observer les rapporteurs e1 celui que vous dittos, qui eecril

tant de fadaises, fr^quente tout le monde, el vous Bcavez que
tous les Jacobites sont autant d'espions, el (|ii"ils n'ont pas <••

caractere escrit au front, quoy que I'on en cognoisse beaucoup.

11 est certainemenl bon de ue rien apprendre dea corres-

pondents, pourveu que vous soyea asseur£ qu'ile ne se m
gent pas. Mons. le Prince de Conde* m'avoif ordonne* de lui

faire tenir un plan du labirinthe a Sorgvliet, que je vous aj

envoye ; je vous prie de le lui donner. ' (V. 4«u

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1699, April 6[-16]. Whitehall.—"] have your letter of

the 1st instant, but can have no hand in helping you away so

soon as yon desire. I signified to you His Majest\ - pleasure

for your longer continuance there, and I think it almosl indis-

pensable when I consider the conveniency of His Majesty's

service. While we have not an Ambassador there, we should

at least have an experienced subaltern minister, and no1 Bend

a perfect stranger with a diminutive character. It Hi- Excel-

lency has better reasons for bringing you over. 1 wish they

may prevail, but 1 think your longer stay there will he useful

to the King and your being here before Michaelmas will be

of no great use either to my Lord Jersey or yourself, if this

summer be spent as the last was under the administration of

Lords Justices. My Lord Jersey may bears pari in it. but the

secretaryship will he Mr. Yard's province, he being in possession

of it. and that admits of no colleague while it lasts. In my
opinion, therefore, your business is to resolve upon ataying

there some months, and to press my Lord Manchester's coming

over, that the time may he shortened : and for your revocation,

leave the care of that to my Lord Jersey, whom you may
depend upon that he will qo1 prolong it beyond what i- abso-

lutely uecessary. In the meantime I will solicit Mr. Montague

to take care of your arrears, that you may have BOme Com
pensation for absence.

••It the enclosed advice contain what new- i- extant, I

am very well satisfied. I would no1 have him make new

us. as l' believe he ha- with hi- old repeated Btorj \ 16

M a it i ik w Prior to the Earl of Portland

1699, April is. [N.S.] Paris. "It is with the

sincerity imaginable that I acknowledge the particular favour

of two 'letter- from my Lord Portland ol the 30th ol March

and the 3rd of April.
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"As to public affairs there is little stirring ; devotion

employs the week, poor King James is running about, first

to the Jesuits, then to the Benedictines. He dined yesterday

with the Bishop of Autun. Thus, God be thanked, if acting

with prudence would do him any good, he would not have the

benefit at so dear a rate ; and my Lord Middleton, who traces

about with him, is perfectly out of countenance for him
;

as an English gentleman I sent to see them told me.
" The Queen is in the meantime doing her devotions at

Challott [Chaillot] ; they have ordered that no Protestant

servant of any condition whatsoever shall be about their

son.
" Burk parted from hence on Wednesday morning ; I

presume he has kissed your hand before now, and delivered

you the plans and Mons. Villeroy's letter with another

packet which I gave him for Your Lordship. The pictures

I have, and shall send them over by the first of my Lord
Jersey's household that comes over ; I would have given them
likewise to Burk, but they were too big for him to carry,

for he went post. Your Lordship has always been so very

kind to my affairs that I am sure you will pardon me men-
tioning them once more to you. My Lord Jersey upon a

supposition that he is to be Secretary of State offers me a

seat in his office ; all that I can say in this thing is that with

His Majesty's leave I would accept it, but my Lord Jersey

plainly says that he neither can nor will stay long for his

commis ; so that if I am ordered to stay longer in France,

that proposition is impossible.
" I have formerly said that, if His Majesty thinks it in the

least for his service that I stay, I have no will but his command :

but otherwise I know not where my small services will be

more in their proper sphere than if I were in the office, and
therefore I say by Mr. Mountagu's leave I would fain come
home, and must beg Your Lordship to contribute to it, though
by what I have written to Lord Manchester, Mr. Mountague
and Mr. Secretary Vernon, I hope it is already determined
that I either come hence with Lord Jersey or stay not long

after him. I ask Your Lordship ten thousand pardons that

I dare trouble you in this kind." Copy. (XII. 185-6.)

Richard Powys to Matthew Prior.

1699, April 10[-20]. Whitehall.—" On Saturday morning
Mrs. Stepney went to wait on Mr. Chancellor to return her

thanks for his favours to her brother. Amongst other things

they fell into discourse relating to you, in which Mr. Chancellor

said he found you were bent on returning home and depending
upon my Lord Jersey, that he would not therefore press you
to stay with my Lord Manchester, that he thought my Lord
Manchester and he should be as able to take care of you as

my Lord Jersey, that the most you could expect from my
Lord Jersey was to be under him in the Secretaries' office, the
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as a degrading to you in the poel you are in, and seeing my
Lord Manchester is his relation he would no! press you upon
this subject, because you might look upon it ae done out oi

respect to my Lord Manchester, without regard to your
interest. Mrs. Stepney asked him it' he woukhgive her leave
to acquaint me with what he had said, that I might take
notice of it to you, upon which he permitted her bo to do.

"I will not pretend t<> give you anj advice one w.i\ or
other, you are the besl mafster] of your own inclinations, and
know what will be most for your own good. I have faith-
fully given you the account I received ae neai i I can
remember. J could heartily wish lor my own pari t>< have
the happiness of being near you here; bul I must observe
to you tin' profits of the Secretaries' office ale BUnk BO low.

that .Mr. Ellis hath seriously protested to me he hath never
made "><*<>/. a year since he hath been in it. Add to this the
uncertainty and chances that you have 3eep in thai office.

Nor do I see how you can refuse ni\ Lord Maud,
without losing Mr. Montague, who hath always been a Bure

friend to yon. and will, I am confident, always have a very
good interest with the King If I have said more than I

ought to have done upon this subject, you will forgive me
when you know I have no interest bul your service in it."

(VIII. 415—17.)

James Vernom to Matthew Prior.

1699, April L0| 20]. Whitehall.- "
I have your letter of

the l">th. and see more of your impatience to be coming over
with my Lord Jersey, which in some considerations I can't

blame you for, and I heartily wish the obstacles to it were not

so great. It is my humour to deal plainly and sincerely with
all men. and I am sure that is hot among friend-

; I should
only prevaricate in the King's business. It I would seem to

be persuaded that your staying for m\ Lord Manchester's
arrival was oi no consequence, perhaps some of that Lord's
friends may dislike your impatience on his account, as desir-

ing he might be assisted by one of your experience, and one
can't blame them for it. But the consideration I have is

that the interval between th< two Ambassadors cannot nor
ought it to. he supplied but L\ yoursell

;
this i- bo evident

and even to you, who have your view turned anothi i way, thai

I need not saj more of it Hovt long you need i.i\ .itt. r

u, \ Lord's arrival is nol the present business, bul I think mj
Lord ought to take one with him who should u .i-

soon ;is is possible, and I believe it will be in m\ Lord J< i

power to limit that time. Since, therefore there ii oo it

tion of dividing you from your Lord, you need not be inquisitive

what elsi is designed for making you .mend- I told

in my lasl that what you had to do was to hasten m\ I

Manchester'- coming over and to desin Mi Montagu that
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he may carry a Secretary of the Embassy over with him.

He has his eye upon one, who, I think, is so docile that you
may quickly instruct him. I need not tell you it is Mr. Stanyan

of this office, and as I must part with an useful man for the

sake of the Embassy, I don't doubt but my Lord Jersey will

be willing to expect one for a much shorter time.
" When you have taken a good resolution that is made a

virtue or merit of necessity, you will write to Mr. Montague

about the payment you expect, and you will soon see what

a sacrifice obedience is." (V. 47.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

1699, April 22. [N.S]. Paris.—" My Lord Neathsdale [Niths-

dale] went from hence on Monday : before his going he had

a private audience of King James, and (as I am informed)

received a commission from him by which my Lord is made
lieutenant of four counties in Scotland nearest his estate, my
Lord having promised in the name of the gentlemen of these

counties that they will be ready under his directions to obey

at any time King James's order.
" One Morloy is, I hear, dispatched with letters from St.

Germains for England. I have advised Mr. Secretary Vernon

as much as I know of the place of his abode, and have written

to Mackay at Dover to get him taken up, if possible.

" Nothing more occurs besides the common news which I

take the boldness to send enclosed. I hope it is determined

that I come back as soon as my Lord Manchester arrives

here : Mr. Mountague may compliment me as handsomely

as he pleases, but I will not begin the trade a fourth time

except, I say, His Majesty commands me ; and in that case, if

it were to live in the Highlands of Scotland (which with respect

to my Lord Selkirk's better judgment is not the happiest

place upon earth), I should be very far from disputing it, or

murmuring." Copy. (XII. 189.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1699, April l7[-27]. Whitehall.
—"I have received your

letter of the 22nd, and am sorry the bare naming of

Michaelmas should make you uneasy. I thought it could

not have altered anything in your design of being with my
Lord Jersey. If he has another opinion of it, and thinks

you may be spared sooner from Paris, I have nothing to

oppose against it. I must own my chief consideration was
whether the King would be so well served if you came away
and left the business in the hands of an unacquainted and
untried secretary, but that my Lord Jersey will judge better

of when he is here. It will be a matter within his province

which I shall not meddle with after his arrival. In the mean-
time I hope I may be excused for delivering my opinion freely

according to the best of my understanding. If I thought you
less useful there, I should be more indifferent in this point.
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I did not mention Mr. Yard ae If there were (<> be any
petition between you, or as if it were any que
be Secretary to the Lo ticea, whioh I sctlv

unconcerned in
; but 1 may be allowed to know

|

tary of State barely as mch vill have very Little bo di

«^it }*«-t- himself or his corwmis while the jgiminist
in the hands of Justices, and there is no othei

their under-secri tarii 3 can 1

aimed ;it was to sliow how practicable I thought
might keep your dependence on my [x>rd

allow some time to tin- convcniency of the Kit

but if my notions don't agree with other people's, I am nol

fond of i hem. and can be contented to see any ol her way taken.

I have acquainted the Secretary ol id with mj
Lord Niddesdale's coming over, who had heard of his man
and his resorl to St. Germains. When he

[

they may have something bo say to him there. In the m
time, if he passes by Dover. I have
searched: and if he brings any comm thai

1 can take notice of, I will secure them and the pei

or otherwise I will leave him to the laws of his own country.
"The Secretary will order some of his people to m

inquiry after Danes and Achtmooty, but Mackye bells me
he hears they have been at Rouen for some time subsisting

upon a small pension that is allowed them.
" Macky has received your Letter here in town about Marly,

and is going down to Dover to look after that and some other

matters. When I hear he is gone by Dover, I shall make
some inquiry about him in his other quarters." (V. 19.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1699, April 24| May I]. Whitehall. "I have your letter

of the 19 29 to acknowledge. I saw my Lord Manchester
to-day, who could give me n<> account how soon he should be

ready for his journey: he said he had a letter from yon h\

the lasl post, hut you took no notice to him how muoh <>t

your time you would give him, so thai he did nol know what

he was t.i trust bo. I bold him whal I bhought your desires

Led you bo and presumed to give him mj axh ice that he should

consider whom he would choose bo serve him in quality <>i

Secretary of the Embassy and propose him to the Kin- thai

he might be dispatched away bo Paris
;

and when he had

been some tune with you. he would judge of the business that

was to pass through his hand-, and be able bo satisfy His

Lordship within wh.it time after his arrival you might be

spared. My Lord gave me Little answer, but I find yon two

have such (litierent views that I can't expect to please either

of you, which ia the common fate of arbitral ecially if

they act impartially. Upon mv Lord ] arrival m\

Lord Manchester will explain himself, and that is the pi

time tor it. In the meantime I have read your letter to the

King, that he may know your submission to In- pl<

B—i
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" I have not seen my Lord Albemarle since I had your

letter, nor is it very material to your purpose, for nothing will

or ought to be resolved till my Lord Jersey's arrival, and

what he thinks fit, I am confident, will be ordered.
" What you write of a young man is easy to be credited by

the father's behaviour. I will endeavour to see what passes

between him and his correspondent.
" You will remember what you writ to me the 11th of March

about a paper you had seen. We have it now in print, but

I can't yet learn who have been the dispersers of it, the dis-

covery whereof must lead us to the printer and author."

(V. 50.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

1699, May 6. N.S. Paris
—

" I have omitted troubling Your

Lordship for some time past, having had nothing con-

siderable to write ; the same reason might still be good, the

greatest news we have being that Madame de Maintenon has

had a fever and the Dauphin a cold ;
King James has like-

wise been indisposed. Your Lordship is well enough acquainted

with these people to know that they blow up the least sparkle

of anything done in England, and draw the most unreasonable

consequences imaginable from it. I had the honour to dine

yesterday with the Count de Marsan ; Mons. le Grand,

my Governor, Tourville and the Marquis de Gevres were

there ; the questions they asked and the reasons they formed

about the Duke of Ormond quitting his post in the Guards

were very many and very wrong ; and it is with great satis-

faction that I find our letters, received to-day, tell us that

affair is accommodated. From thence the discourse ran upon

a subject which I ask Your Lordship's pardon that I dare

mention
;
you will know that it was your not going to New-

market ; and here their reasonings were as just as they were

in relation to the Duke of Ormond ; and I hope I shall be

able to give them a like account of there being nothing in their

surmises and guesses ; all that I will observe to Your Lordship

is that Mons. le Grand and Count Marsan seemed (and I

believe are) heartily your friends ; I cannot say as much of

my Governor.
" Mr. Cockburn brought me the other day a recommendatory

letter from Your Lordship, which lias and always shall have

the power of a command to me.
" I have told Mr. Van Leuven that the pictures must come

over with my Lord Jersey's goods ; I dare not venture them
otherways ; the Prince de Conde says he will himself thank

Your Lordship for the little plan you sent him.
" Your Lordship will know surest and soonest how my

small affairs will be determined, and you will accordingly

dispose of your commands to me ; in all probability T am to

stay in France till my Lord Manchester comes, but not long

after." Copy. (XII. 195-7.)
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Alexandeb Stanhope to Matthkw Pbiob

1699, May 8. [N.S.] Madrid. Giving aooounl ol a tumuli

that book place al Madrid on the preceding ipril 28

follows :

—

" Tin- Corregidor, Don Francisco de Vargas y Lezama,

being in the Plaza Mayor aboul seven ot jipe dork in the

morning, a priesl came to him and complained of the _

want of bread, as at the same time <lid a poor woman, to

whom he answered very imprudently, they mighl thank I

it was not double (lit- price, although it be now above ae dear

again as usual, and to the woman in particular who com
plained of a great charge of children lie replied, rallying, it

was her fault to let her husband get so many, upon which

she threw a pair of pigeons she had in her hand- in his face,

calling him cornudo and ladr&n. and immediately all the rabble

pursued him throwing stones, and had certainly killed him,

if he had not. as fast as his horse could run. secured himself

in i he Cam de Ayuntamiento or Guildhall :
so [he] came off

only with a broken pate. The rabble marched out with

noise crying out. ' Viva >l Rey y muera el Condi <>' Oropesa,

el Almirante y ./ Corregidorr with this noise entering into

the courts of the Palace, and up the King's apartments, crying

out, • Bread, bread!' and ' we will have Ronquillo tor our Cor-

regidor.' His Majesty, hearing this noise, asked what the

matter was; at first they told him nothing hut some idle

boys : hut the disorder increasing, and it being impossible

foTdissemhle the matter any longer, [they] told him it was

a tumult of the people, who. wanting bread in the Plaza, came

crying out to His Majesty to remedy it. The Kin^ hid the

('('tnde de Benavente go and give them some monej to quiet

them, which he having attempted in vain returned to Bifl

Majesty, saying nothing would satisfy them hut to have Don
Francisco Ronquillo for their Corregidor again, a- he had

been three or fours years before, and then they had bread

enough and wanted nothing. The King, looking out at the

window and Beeing more and more trooping together everj

minute, ordered that Ronquillo should he immediately -worn

in the office of Corregidor ;
and the Conde de Benavente went

immediately to fetch him from, the < 'on&i i<> 'I' Hazu »</'/ [Council

of Revenue], where he was then sitting, and brought him with

him to the Royal Council of Castile, attended hv the rabble,

shouting, " Viva Ronquillo, Vim Ronquillo/' Being come into

the King's presence, he begged His Majesty would excuse

him from accepting the employment, alleging that, though

his zeal was greal tor His Majesty's service and the public,

he had so main- superiors to hinder him from expressing it

as he desired, that it could have no effect. 'I

1

" which the

King replied, commanding him to accept it. a- he <\<

for the pacifying the tumult upon hi- own conditions, inde-

pendent upon the Royal Council or any other Superior what-

soever to control him." Upon this order he went down to the
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said Council to take his oath, and the people, thinking it

long in doing, came with great fierceness to the Council door,

beating at it with their feet and throwing great stones, and
some also in at the windows, repeating their former cry,
' Let Ronquillo come, we will have him for our Corregidor !

'

The Council were quickened to dispatch him by the melan-
choly account that another body of the mob were burning the

Conde de Oropesa's house, and that, if Ronquillo did not appear
immediately, there would be no saving it. He then came out
as Corregidor, with vara, or white staff, in his hand, and mount-
ing on horseback, went from the Palace, attended by the

crowd, crying out all the way, ' Viva el Rey, Victor Ronquillo !
'

and although by this pretence the fury was something abated,

yet they soon began again to tear down the iron grates before

the windows ; some of them they got down, and about fif-

teen of them rushing in, but without arms, as indeed most
of them were, the Conde's servants, as is believed, killed

them all, for they have never appeared since, and 'tis said the

bodies were thrown into a well. Then, having secured the

doors and windows, they fired out of the house among the

rabble, and killed five or six, one reformed alferez [ensign],

whose body his companions took up and carried immediately
away to the Palace, and went with it as far as the top of the

stairs leading to the King's lodgings before they were stopped,

crying out, ' Justice, justice !
' and demanding the heads of

the Conde de Oropesa and Almirante. The Sacrament in this

confusion was brought out from several churches, with pro-

cessions of all the Orders of Friars with crucifixes in their

hands and a crucifix placed in every window as a security

to the house. These holy things quieted them for some time,

yet still they continued together in the same place. Ronquillo
then thinking to divide them and draw them off, said :

—
' Hijos,

children, let us go to the Palace, and I will intercede with the
King for your pardon.' Above five thousand followed him,
and all this rabble, going with him into the great court of the
Palace just under the King's window, roared out as before:

—

' Viva el Rey, muera Oropesa, let the King appear, let the King
appear !

' At this noise, the Queen came to the window,
telling them, ' Hijos, the King is asleep.' The rabble answered
in a great rage :

—
' We do not believe it, for this is no time

to sleep.' At last the Queen, finding their obstinacy to see

the King, retired from the window weeping, and called His
Majesty, who saluted them with his hat and a lower bow
than ever he used to make before [and] said :

—
' Hijos mios, I

have given to the Corregidor the orders you desire with absolute

power to do whatsoever may conduce to your satisfaction,'

and at the same time, addressing himself to the Corregidor,

said :

—
' And to you, Don Francisco Ronquillo, T give all neces-

sary power to do or undo whatsoever may be for the ease of

my subjects '
; and the people replying that they desired His

Majesty's pardon, and that they might not be punished for this
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tumuli, thf King answered them I pardon you, nor shall you
be punished either qo\h ot hereafter, of which I call God to

witness/ al the same time wafting ;i handkerchief in the air,

after which he saluted them with his h.-it as before, and n

From the window That part thai remained before Orop
house were Btill pre ing i<> enter, d< mandinf» the e fifteen ol

their company either dead or alive. Then the King's pardon
publicly proclaimed b\ the alcaldes [magi tratesj for whal

was past, for all thai would retire home, and --.

incut threatened to their further disobedience; notwith-
standing which they still continued making a greal uoise and
throwing stones (for the) had qo other arms) a1 the doors and
windows. Aboul ten al oighi some soldiers, '

I into the
house as a guard, fired again upon the people, killing three

and wounding many. The Conde de Oropesa, who wb ill

in bed with a lit of an ague when his house wae firsl invested,

with the assistance ot the Marquis de Caste! Rodrigo (the only

Qrande that came near him in this affliction), bj breaku
hole through a wall into another house, found means to escape

to the house of the Tnquisidor dim mi. as did also his ladj and
children ;

and before t hey could gel ready to he cone, t he rabble

pressed so hard upon the house as they were like to force in,

which is the excuse 1 hear was given for the urine that killed

the alferez and the rest. All the Royal Council ot Castile,

and many of the Qrandes stayed in the Palace all oighi
;

the

Almirante upon the first noise of the tumult went from his house
in a mean coach, with two mules and curtains drawn, by a

private way to the Palace ; nevertheless by some who knew
him, was saluted with gallina [coward] and traydor [traitor]

The Cardinal of Toledo was at 'Toledo, he of Cordova went

among the rabble, giving them ill words and threat- when they

were in their highest fermenl . tiny pushed him from one

to another, till a body ot priests and friars eol round him and

e,irned him oh. In the morning at tour o'clock all appeared
quiet near the Conde's house, the mob being separated ot them-

selves and cone home, and aboul fiftj reformed officers were

plaeed in all the avenues near it." Copy. (XII. 206-12.)

The l-'.\i:i. i>f Portland to [Matthew Pbio

[16!Mt,
j
May 1-11. Windsor.- "Je vous remercie, Mon

sieur. de % < >— t r
<

- t res agreable ^w 6me. ha perte oe aeroil pa

grande quant deux dee malades auroi[en]1 pria le chemin de

l'autre monde. Les gens veulenl raisonner par toul el plus

la ou vous estes qu'ailleurs, je suis bien fache* d\ donner
tant de BUJel (pie celui de ma retraitte, mais il n'y a point

de remede. .le v<>us a.-seure que par toul ou je seray je seraj

vostre ami sincere, quoyqu' inutile. Je iie oroyois pas que

vostre Gouverneur ue fusl pas de mee amis; pour les deux
freres je oroy qu'il le sonl entderemenl J< ne croy pas que

vous resterez Longtemps en Prai I'arrivee de Milord

Manchester." (V. 51.)
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Matthew Prior to [Charles] Montague.

[1699,] May 20. N.S. Paris.
—

" I am to acknowledge the

kindness of your correspondence in the shape of a quarter

on my ordinary and 7507. in part of my extraordinary. /

humbly thank your honor is, you know, all the return I

am capable of making. My Lord Jersey will, I presume,

speak of my worship to you : if I come home as is designed, our

project is to get something besides the seat in his office which

may be permanent and atone for what I have at present in

Ireland, which will certainly be taken from me unless I go
thither, and to the effecting this I am sure you will be as glad

to join, as my Lord to speak of it. I have a letter from Lord
Manchester, whose commands I shall obey as I ought to do.

The revolutions and changings of people's employments and
circumstances in England make great part of the discourse of

Europe. My Lord Portland's retiring is the present subject,

which everybody excuses or blames as he thinks fit ; T really

have reason enough to be sorry for it.

" My friends in England have kindly married me to my
Lady Falkland, and I am particularly obliged to the Postboy,

who has printed it. I remember I jested with you once on
that subject, but in truth never thought of it more than as

a thing utterly impracticable. She is an old Troy that will

not be taken in ten years, and though fifty strong fellows

should get^in to her by stratagem, they might e'en march out

again at a large breach without being able to set her on fire,

but one single sentinel as I am with a thin carcase and weak
lungs might lie before her walls till I eat horse-hides and shoe-

leather, unless you kindly sent me some refreshments from the

Treasury." Copy. (XII. 204-5.)

Matthew Prior to Mr. Talbot.

[1699,] May 20. N.S. Paris.—" I am glad to tell you, dear

Sir, that I am able in some measure to answer the honour
of your commands ; the enclosed are the best Greek types

here from Robert Stephens ; the same that the Greek Louvre
impressions are of ; and which are only disposed of by the

King of France's own order. There is yet a middle letter

between these two essays which I send, and a capital letter,

better because bigger than the word KwixrTavTii'o?. I have
advanced so far by the intercession of some friends here and
particularly of Mons. Clement, sous-bibliothecaire du Roy, and
the Abbe de Louvois, as to presume that Mons. Pontchartrain

and the Archbishop of Reims will consent for the good of

learning in general that we may have what we desire of these

characters ; and upon a price agreed on, and a person sent over

from the University for this purpose the thing may succeed
;

but the conditions they reciprocally desire from us are, that

in the preface of some volume which we shall first print we
shall own the obligation with some encomium of gratitude, that

we shall give them in books from England what we propose
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communication with them propter bonum ac commodwn
publiccs Hi- mi hi, and thai we Bhall give them 1 1 1< • we
making thai ink in which th< upon Eiorace and \

which yon Ben1 me are printed. N ou will be pleased to lay

this before the University, and to do me Um Favour to

thai in this or anything they have an absolute power to com
mand me, and that, ii I maj contribute anything towards the

improving and promulging the Learning thai flourishes there,

I shall esteem myself less unhappy for having truant

long in the noise and busim se oi t h« world
;
you musl give

me leave to ;ul<l the particulai respecl and friendship with

which I am, etc." Copy. (XII. 198

Matthew Pbiob to the Eabl of Portland.

1699, May 20. X.S. Pai I am so dead-hearted, my
Lord, with your letter of the ls1 instanl thai I know nol ii I

can write sense or no. It the greal respecl which I beat to

Your Lordship has made me never ye1 to dare to touch upon
one certain chord, whilst I only heard talk of the thing by
the doubts and surmises of other people, the concern I am now
in. since you speak of it yourself, gives me an assurance which

otherwise I should not have taken, which is to hope thai all

will yet be reconciled, and thai I may lo mj protector

and patron at Court: after the resolutions oi your own
prudence and the advice of your friends what one can Bay at

this distance would be srerj impertinent, bu1 I should think

that the nearness and friendship, which has been so long

between His Majesty and Xbur Lordship, should be divided by

nothing but your deat hs. and this his service and your real

satisfaction seem equally to desire :

'

il n"\ a point de rem

dites vous, mi Lord, mais grand Dieu! ny en a-t-il poinl aux

maiix que nous faisons nous memos ! I dan- not philosophise

upon this saying of Your Lordship bul in everything there

is such a mixture oi good and ill thai we musl take them
together, and ii my Lord Portland will not Buffer a Court

upon these conditions, whal is to become >i thosi a

obliged to lollou it upon harder ! Xbur own family and

your friends, my Lord, ought not to be forgotten upon this

occasion, and the Qm diroit-on in relation to Hi- Majesty

oughl to be a consideration at h time wh my Lord Portland

has thoughts of Leaving him. Sou musl pardon me, m\ Lord

thai I venture to talk thus, and attribute it to th<

desire I have that pour affairs ah »uld go right and happv
;

and if there is a little mixture of interest to myself in this

desire al a time when I know not well what will becom

me, you will likewise forgive thai too, and believe me in this

one truth that, however my poor affairs maj suffer bv this

great stroke, or In what station Boever yon may be, it you

should retire (which I hope God will yel avert), I shall al

remain with unchangeable truth and respect,

(XII. 200-1.)
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Lieutenant Mark Lynch.

1699, May 13[-23]. Paper headed:—The Information of

Mark Lynch'. Lieutenant of Foot in the Regiment of Albemarle,

taken the 13th day of May, 1699."

Alleging that about five months ago at Paris he, Lynch,

became acquainted with one Matthew Wall, an Irishman,

captain of a privateer in the French service during the late

war, who told him at the latter end of March last that there

was an opportunity for them to make their fortunes by joining

in a design of burning the English fleet at Portsmouth and

Chatham.; as Mons. Pontchartrain would give them 50,000

limes for doing it. They and one Winter, a Swede or a Dane,

whom Lynch never saw, but who was said to have been Wall's

lieutenant on the privateer, were to take a house or lodging

in Portsmouth, where they would be in seaman's apparel, and

make artificial fires, or brimstone sheets as Wall called them,

to set the ships on fire at the first opportunity of the wind and

dark nights. They were also to burn the store-houses where

the sails and cables were kept.

Wall shewed him two alleged commissions from the Morocco
Ambassador for burning and taking English ships. Lynch ends

by proposing that he should return to France to secure these

commissions and further information about Wall and Winter,

and hasten their journey into England ; and place himself in

communication with the English Ambassador. (V. 55.)

[The Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1699, May 15[-25]. Whitehall.
—

" It is very reasonable that

you should have the maidenhead of the office, and you have
it, for this is the first letter I write from thence ; besides,

whilst you are in France you are in my province, for Mr. Vernon
will have it so. I have seen the Horse, but little passed between
us, we are to meet to talk about the business. I have already

prepared him for your coming hither, and I hope I shall get

Mr. Stannion (Stanyan) away before him, though I do not

expect that you should come till my Lord himself arrives.

Mr. Vernon will send you directions about Mark Lynch ; when
you see him, pray endeavour to get out of his hands a paper
that I wrote, in which I promise to see him safe into France

;

that being, he will want my paper no more.
" You will think of settling the best correspondence in

France you can for the office against you come over. I wish

you here, I assure you. I suppose my family will be here this

night or to-morrow at furthest. It is impossible to imagine
how unsettled I am, and how uneasy with my new employ-
ment." (V. 56.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1699, May 15[-25]. Whitehall.
—

" I gave you an account
by last post of my Lord Jersey's arrival, he will now acquaint
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you himself thai be received the Seals on Saturday, and

sworn yesterday, and took \w> place it the Cabinet Council.

You have heard the whole Btorj ol Mark Lynch who i

over with my Lord Jersey lh Lordship brought bim to

and be gave me the information whereof I >end you a

you will find In- 3ecre1 is neither more noxJess than what

Mons. Torcj was informed of and communicated to m\

Lord Jersey, and thai Mons ! i
•

. maj be jati Bed he bad

no more to say, His Majesty thinks il 61 that you show them
this information. You will perceive bj il thai this man has

been imposed on bj Wall, who, I believe, baa been guilt] of

more tricks of this nature, and by the description given ol bim

perhaps you will remember to have Been bim or beard ol bim

in Holland. \\ all seems to have made a pracl ii e oi di

plots and stratagems thai wereol bis own framing, and

I can't Imt think him much more blameabli than this

deluded man, wh»> still persuades himself thai be was \<r\

cunning in diving into this m\ stery, and thai be is entitled to

great pretensions I >\ it. One maj judgi of his abilities bj bis

offering himself to go hark to secure papers and commissions

that are now heir to be found, or if thej were, it Lb

presumption in him to think he would be allowed to carrj

them on. On the other side we can do no less than suffer bim

to pursue his own windmills. It is not tii for him to Btay here,

and my Lord .Jersey, as was reasonable, assured bim of his Liberty

to return; he goes back with an imagination thai he -hall

perform all he has undertaken, which mighl cost him dear,

if there be not some consideration had of hi- weakness

simplicity ;
but that, I hope, you will manage in his behalf,

that he be not undone by a bantering impostor. He will

go away from hence in two or three days by t be waj oi I tover :

I will give him two or three lines to be delivered to you, and

advise bim to see you as Boon as he can. thai
.
when you have

considered the circumstances of bis case, you maj think oi

some proper methods to prevent his ruin ;
hut he musl nol be

senl hack hither, since we can do nothing either with bim or

for him.
"

I believe my Lord Jersey will write to you to eel from

him a paper thai mj Lord gave him under his hand.

"1 don't trouble you with news, for that, I suppose, you

receive from your ow a offi

"
1 shall pa'\ Mr. Powya the Bum I told you of, oul of which

I suppose all disbursements will be discharged as well to

Brocard as the reel

.

"My Lord Jersey will take care of all these paymenl

the future, and 1 understand he will write to you about it."

(V. 57.)

[The Earl oi Jebsbt] to Matthbw Prior.

1699, May l7[-27]. Whitehall. "] have yours of the

20th and 23rd: do with my watch as you will, or keep H till



346

I see you. I believe my Lord Portland designs to quit every-

thing by degrees ; he is already without the key, but still

meddles with business, which gives him occasion sometimes

to see the King, who will not dispose of the key in hopes to

LrH his old servant back. I am sorry for what you say of

our friend, but it is a very nice point to speak to him of. I

fear there is too much truth in it. I find the King is very

willing to have you come home, and I shall do what I can to

dispatch ]\Ir. Stannion to receive your instructions, though you
must stay till my Lord Ambassador comes to relieve you. He
says he makes what haste he can ; he makes all his equipage

here, which will have Vair Anglais undoubtedly. He told

me that Mr. Montague would take care of your money concerns

upon the receipt of your last letter. I wish everybody may do
what I think will bring you over, for was I not Secretary, I

should not be less glad to see you than I am. Mr. Lynch will

ask you some subsistance upon my account
;
you may give

him something, for 1 would not have him complain of me, and
I suppose he will soon be taken out of your hands by Mons.

Torcy.
" The sell almoniak [.sic] and the drops which you receive,

pray divide them in three equal parts and give to Mons.
Tambenau, Mons. Villequer and Comte D'Evreux with my
compliments to them. The family is just now arrived ; il ne

manque que vous.
" Pray remember the passport that Gardie wrote to you

for.

" Pray make my compliment to Marquis St. Maurice."

(V. 59.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Jersey.

1699, May 27. [N.S.] Paris.—" I was yesterday at Court
performing the first acts of my Interregnum Ministry. Upon
my alleging that the reclameurs of the English sloop sold en

Bretagne had written to me again upon that subject, Mons. de
Torcy assured me that the Court had written as effectually

as they could to the Procureur du Parlement de Bretagne,

that the reclameurs might have justice. This justice being

rendered, if Mr. Seward and the others interested find any
contravention in the judgment against the formal statuts and
rules by which the Parlement proceeds in these cases, they

may appeal to the Conseil Royal for a cassation of that sen-

tence ; of this I inform Mr. Seward very mildly. Mons. de
Torcy has not ordered the taking up the two murderers,

though the advice you gave him seemed particular enough.
" The next affair was that of Cooper. I had communicated

to him the substance of Mons. de Marillac's letter to Mons. de

Pontchartrain that, if any articles in Cooper's case were not

thought to be sufficiently terminated by the juges that liqui-

dated the whole, Mons. de Marillac would give Mons. de

Pontchartrain the reason of what was done in every particular.



Cooper accordingly brought me yesterday an extract ol the
articles which he thought not fairbj judged, which extract I

gave to Mons. de Torsi, who will refer the consideration of it

to Mons.de Pontchartrain, and the answei which, I believe,
will not be much more than what is already accorded, is the
ultimate help he can give Cooper in this araM*

" Le IJ.is' pretensions are dow might refus^lll Mom de 1

took occasion to tell me so in plainer terms than he had ever
mentioned it to your Excellency.

"For the seven last gcUeriens for which you asked liberty,
neani. They have deserted or are condemned for lif<

deal of which is true), and the King says he will release no
more of these poor people. .Mons. de Torcy will send your
books to me as soon as they are hound.
"I am closeted and catechized about my Lord Portland

retreat by all the world from Mons. le Prince down to
Callieres. Thursday's letters are not yet arrived, they will

tell us if my Lord designs to quit or no. Pomponne says the
business will be yet accommodated, but this is Tallard's tattle.

" Let no man for the fut ure value himself for ha \ ing civilit ies

showed him by this Court. Count Kniphuysen had on Sunday
an order for the waters of Marly to play for him, Catinat was
to wait on him and Breteuil,the house was open,chocolate and
wine for his followers, and the same profusion of respect and
tulips as the last year for my Lord Portland.

"This mighty civility is shewed to the Count for his being
of Groningue, which province is not so well with the others,
in so little things do these people shew themselves. The
Count designs to go for England

;
pray remember he has been

at St. Germains, and use him accordingly. I write to you as
Secretary of State by way of prophecy as my Lord Arlington's
picture pointed to the star.

" Puggies have communicated their compassion upon m\
account to their brother, and he has written a wise saucy letter

in which he tells me in all circumstances he will be my friend.

Lord, how mad I am with all the family! 'tis time not to
detain you longer when one talks of these beings." Copy
(XII. 214-17.)

Matthew Pbiob to the E lbj oj J bb

1699, May 30. [N.S.] Paris. "Mr. Yard of the Nth tells

me you are safely arrived at Windsor, and Mr. Vernon that

the Seals wait for you ai Kensington; we expect Monday's
letters to-day. which may tell us more.

" Swager [brother-in-law, i.e., Portland], 1 1

n
• \ say, will aftei

all take consideration in his anger and be over persuaded t"

vex the King longer, as they think fitting.

"I have nothing worth troubling you with from hen
little Gouvenu is parted from this town, in order to let the
little children see him for nothing in England, and unfortunate
Count Roussy has lost at Maili eleven hundred and Bixty

louts (Tor.
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" Bridgeinan has done shaking his head in this world
;

Southwd. who was Clerk of the Council Extraordinary, succeeds

as Ordinary ; Vernon's son, green and gold, remains still an
Extraordinary, and there may be a Povey, for ought I know,
likewise Extraordinary. However the thing is 400/. a year and
may be a certainty when more transitory honours pass. If

you think it proper, you will (I am sure) ask it ; may be you
may rather secure me against Puggies' pity by making me such

a thing as their brother is, and I would serve as an honorary

in that commission till an advantage fell.

" Do as you please, the rule of my ambition shall be what
you think proper.

" You have left an odour behind you that is very agreeable

to my nostrils, and people talk so of your magnificence and
economy that when you are a duke, it shall be put into your

patent. Pizani buys six pounds of beef per day and one leg

of mutton ; the Marais is all up in arms, and the butcher will

not serve him. I told Montdesert that they need not have
made such a noise about the dresser-boards for that (as I

heard) His Excellency had no great occasion for them. Good
again ! Adieu ! my . . . Lord, as little Dick would have
said. May all your affairs go as well as I wish them. I have
not one word from Lord Manchester."

Postscript.— " I had forgot to tell you that my widow was
scandalized at her being married to me by all the Gazettes

in Europe.* She is gone for England rude as a bear, and
mad as hot weather can make her." Copy. (XII. 220-7.)

[The Earl op Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1699, May 22[-June 1J. Whitehall.—" 1 have received

yours of the 27th. I need not renew to you any directions

about what was demanded before I came away. I know you
will continue asking till you either obtain or have a flat denial,

but I think you may very well press the taking up the two
murderers, for it is really a shame to let a crime of that nature

go so unpunished. My Lord Portland is gone to Windsor
;

he resolves never to take any employment, but to serve the

King whenever His Majesty thinks fit ; and hitherto he acts

in business as usual, though I cannot think it will last long so.

As yet both master and man think it will, but in my opinion

—

n'en deplaise a Mr. P.—this way of proceeding must create a

coolness which will end in an entire separation. The King
intends to go for Holland Friday sennight.

" My Lord Tankerville has refused to be in the Admiralty,

and the King this moment is endeavouring to get my Lord
Bridgewater to be at the head of that Commission.

" I think I told you before that the King was very willing

you should come home. I do not find that your friend Mr.

Montague is against it. I hope you will find friends enough
here not to repent the doing it. Mr. Stanion is dispatching,

but 1 believe my Lord Ambassador moves more slowly. He
* C/. p. 342, supra.
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talks a greal deal, bu1 ooncludee nothing. I believe I shall

be a Governor, and shall pa m\ time bnia ruin.!- in H

Park : if you can come away before the wrarm w<

us. I will make hard shift rather than have you in town in

summer: I believe John ie writing below, f»m m

knows, for business here is li1 I
• or none

;
it'jj_n I

should not he sorry, for upon my \\"' I

docs not elevate me, though, I believe, ol

*' IY;i\ !<! me know in wli.it forwardn
is. 1 thought Comte Kniphuysen bad been I" ;n in

France to be better known than I find he i>. I

the swager [Portland] know how In- has been ent<

we have dined with Prince Miremon
often happen I shall get the gout." (V. 61 •

The Eabl of Portland t" Matthew Prior.

[1699,] May 22| June 1 ]. Windsor. " J'ai bien receu,

Monsieur, vos tare's agre'ables lettres, particulidreraenl celle du
20. Je vous crois si tort de mes amis qui je suis entierement

persuade que tout re que vous me dittes part du fonds de

vostre ccBur, ce qui m'oblige (!<• ?ous rep6ter (pie j.- Buis

entierement Le vostre. Ce que je viens de faire estoil n

longtemps devant que (Taller en France ; cependanl vous

estes temoing de la maniere dont j'ai servi le Roy
;

je feray

de mesme tant que le bon Dieu me laissera la vie. et si I'honneur

qui doit nous estre la chose la. plus chore dans ce monde ici,

m'a oblige de sacrifier mes int6rets et de prendre ce parti

de ehanger ma condition, cela ne changera pas mon coeur.

J'ay trop longtem|>s servi le Roy et sa bonne cause, <' ayme*

1'un et l'autre, et dans I'estat ou je seray, je continu

tousjours dans les mesmes sentiments, consideranl que lea

changements qui arrivent a mes affaires sonl les effects de

la seule chose en quoy le monde ne i bange pas, car il a este*

sujet a l'inconstance depuis sa creation. Pourquoi pretendrois

je qu'il fust constant oniquement a mon esgart ' I'-- tou

discours que vous avez entendu dire, el des raisone "i, pre-

fcextes (pie j'aurois pris pour me retirer, il n'en est pas an

de vrav : il ne c'est [sic] rien passe" depuis que j'

qui m'aye oblige de quitter; je puis dire que le Ro

veritablement Cache, et cependant -i vous pouviez

touttes mes circumstances, vous conviendriez avec moj

que j'ay eu raison < !'es1 tout >•. (pie je puis \ ous dire je \ ous

prie d'avoir soin de justifier le Roy, qui ne m »blige

de quitter, ni disgraoie, mais que ce n'est que mon propre

choix, et je vous conjure de ne vous p. i- montn de la

Fortune, mais de me continuer tousjours les mesmes sentiments

que vous m'avez t6moign£ si souvent, <i - eure* que

partout on je Beray, mesme dans la phi- profonde retraitte,

vous y trouveriez un ami. inutile pen; mais fort aim

Postscript. "Vous aurez este surpris d'apprendre la mort

de Mylord Westmorland, qui esl beaucoup
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J. Sw[inford ?] to Matthew Prior.

1699. May 22[-June 1]. London.—" I have yours of the
27th inst. [N.S.]. Mr. Cull tells me he has delivered the box
to Sir William Trumbull's housekeeper, who has sent it into

the country to him. Madame Nancre's gown has likewise

been given to Monsieur Payzant, as it was directed, who will

take care to deliver it to Madame La Varenne. President de
Mesme's watch is with Quare, and will be done in a fortnight,

when I shall send it by Mr. Stanyan, who says that he will

be ready to go by that time ; he asked me about your coach
and horses. I told him that they are very fit for him. I

suppose he will write to you about it this post. As to Mrs.
Skinner's lace, it is at last found ; but Allen, the messenger,
lias been a great blockhead, for he delivered the packet to
the master of the packet-boat, and he to the postmaster at

Dover, and it not being in the mail, they at the post-house
here examined it very closely, and broke it open and brought
it to Mr. Hopkins, to whom it was directed, with a reproof
for receiving such packets under his cover. He protested
that he did not know from whom it came, nor desired to know

;

and so it lay by him till I enquired after [it]. You will please

to make an excuse to Mr. Hopkins.
" I delivered the tobacco-box to my Lord Dorset ; he is

very well and longs to see you.
" My Lord Portland is still at Windsor, He was summoned

to the Cabinet Council last night but did not come ; it is said

he will soon go for Holland. He has only given up the key,
which is not yet disposed of ; the rest of the places he keeps
as yet, good reason why. Some say that the King will

endeavour to make him take the key again, which we shall

soon see. The other [Albemarle] is very great and more than
ever. Our Lord [Jersey] is very well in favour, and so all

will go well ; he told me this morning in presence of Yard to
bring my escritoire to the office, and Rowley and I are to
be in one room, and this is all he told me.

" I received but this afternoon the stuff for Comte Frise's

coat ; the silk for the waistcoat I shall have to-morrow, when
J u ill deliver it to him with the toothpick-case. The captain
was forced to tell the Custom-house officers that it was for

himself.
' You will do very well to order Mr. Powys to pay the

money upon the note I have from you, for your creditors

begin to dun me.
I suppose you will be sorry to hear my Lord Westmorland

died last Friday night." (V. 65.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Jersey.

1699, June 3. [N.S.] Paris.—" On Monday night I caught
Mons. Pomponne alone at Versailles, the Court being at Marli.

I gave him M[ark] L[ynch]'s information as I had translated

it into French, and written it over in my own hand. I told



him what had passed upon L|yneh|'- Bubjeol in England,
that I would inform him when L[ynoh] returned, who
would, as I thought, apply himself to me and thai the} might
do with him as tlay tnoughl proper. Pomponne
read the deposition, thai it was just the sam< thii

L[vnch] had said alreadj here, thai he woukLask th< K
pleasure aboul him, and speak to me again aboul

" Mmis. de Pomponne had qo1 known before thai your
province was the south; il en Uoit fori ravi, ecu a

les choaes ironi bien qui posseroni entrt les mains >/' >

parfaUemeni honneti homnu gut Milord Jei . bu1 for my
Lord Portland he is, as you know they all are, "" disesvoir.

I have the honour of yours of the 17th O.S. I do ii. .t

forget the passporl : l»ut there was Borne religion in the
that hindered the King's signing or ordering the signin
on Sunday. I am promised it lor tod,i\ and will -'aid

soon as I receive it.

"I have the Sal Almoniac and drops, which I distribute
as your orders and your friends' vapours require; these
people have imaginary ills, hut my poor Ladj Sandwich has
a real one. which is a continual fever and so bad a one as that

her lite is in danger. The ablest physicians hen- were yesterday
in consultation with Morelli about her, and as far a- I hear t his

morning, there is more fear than hopes of her life.

"My widow is run away like .Medea in Thesii in

violence and heat ; a week's solitude (before die Bees London .

as her own fountains, may cool her.
** Mons. St. Maurice is much your servant

;
the man ha- more

sense than all this nation What I wrote to you lasl posl

about being clerk of the Council was, 1 see. pure speculation
and like those houses one sometime- builds without ever
removing one stone, for brother Stanyan has it. bo I have only
to beg your pardon for having troubled you with an imper-
tinence. Stanyan thinks it reasonable that he -d Id he

assured of an employmenl at home before he condescends '•

relieve me. yard thinks ii madness lor me to return till

towards Michaelmas, because he may he Secretary ol the
Regents in the meantime

;
and Stepney ha- a thousand pounds

a year at home for playing al one-and thirty bone-ace with
the Electresa al Berlin, and wonder- what mikes me think
of Lroinij into England .it all I in- is the world, and ra

one laugh ; hut whilst I have the honour to he ./. /,:

\ am infinitely satisfied, and it is the blessing of my life that

they cannot dispute the justice I have to he more than in\

man aln e, \ our sen ant
."

Postscript. "
I hen- not one word more of Lord Manchi

more than what you are pleased to tell m< I think he t

no more care to com.' t<> his Embassy than hocus-pocu
return from his. His John Trotts mi green livories not fit

them will never do here, hut let him look to th ii I vrifll H
* John Bfcthuen, recently appointed Loi I Ohaici'll I

80-1, 82, UO, supra, and Jersey's lett \

PP
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Excellency well and soon here. Mr. Mountagu has had
mercy on me, but must have more.

" Enclosed you have one of the medals which the Jacobites

are shortly to have in England. There is nothing stirring

amongst them here worth sending." Copy. (XII. 224-7.)

[The Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1699, May 25[-June 4]. Whitehall.—" I have had so little

time hitherto that I have not told you how I like being here,

and I will put it off a little longer till I am more at leisure.

The King goes to-morrow sennight for Holland ; according

to the usual custom there will be some changes. The Admiralty
is already settled : my Lord Bridgewater, Sir Robert Rich,

Sir George Rooke, Lord Haversham and Sir David Mitchel.

These five compose the commission, which before was of seven.

My Lord Tankerville, I believe, will be of the Treasury under
your friend. I said nothing last post of poor Lord West-
morland, but I am sure you know how much I am concerned
for him. Lord Portland has been in town- ; he saw the French
Ambassador, gave an account of his negotiation to the King,
and is returned to his lodge at Windsor. I wonder I had no
letter from you last post, methinks you should not plead the

having nothing to say. I must mind you again of the pass-

port that Gardie wrote to you for from Calais. Mes compli-

mens je vous prie a Mons. Vryberg, and to others, if you
think they deserve it. I am what I have been since first I

knew you."
Postscript.—" I am mightily at a loss, Gaugain being gone

to his pupil in Holland
;

pray give me your advice upon
that matter." (V. 66.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1699, May 29[-June 8]. Whitehall.—" Your letters of the

30th of May and 3rd of June arrived yesterday. I suppose

you have seen L[yn]ch by this time, and that he himself is

sensible how he has been imposed on. He will give you the

best description of Wall and where he may be met with, if

you have a mind to renew your acquaintance. By the account
he gives of him it should be the same you have seen in

Holland.
" You will have an account from other hands that Mr.

Stanyon is making himself ready for his journey. I wish my
Lord Manchester may give you the same satisfaction in his

diligence. Now I have parted with all I can to accommodate
you, and have no longer the care of the province on my hands,

I have no more to do but to wish you here." (V. 67.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

1699, June 10. N.S. Paris.
—

" The great respect which I

always have had and shall always continue to have for Your
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Lordship was the reason that [ durst nut trouble you upon ;i

subject of which only your <>wn prudenoe is the proper judge
;

and what I have ventured to say of it was From m\ wishing

well to His Majesty's Bervice in general and to Your Lord-

ship's affairs in particular, and my desire thai everything

might go to your satisfaction, which I pray most heartily

may be yet effected, and that is all I can possibly contribute

to it.

" Mons. le Grand isal Royaumont. I make four Lordship's

compliment to Count Marsan, who is, I think, very heartily

your friend.

" My Governor has very wild notions which no reasoning

will drive out of a head of 60.

" I was yesterday at Court ; there was n<> manner of news.

I went afterwards to St. Cloud.

"Monsieur asked very kindly concerning you; he says,

tout cda se raccommothm ; T told him I wished with all my
heart it might do so, but that I had reason to fear it from

Your Lordship's last letters; my Lady Portsmouth is at St.

Cloud for four days ; I have given her the letter.

" I confess I had rather hear Your Lordship talk of Admirals

and Chamberlains than of the dearness of grain and the scar-

city of corn ; one may plant and sow, my Lord, when one

is good for nothing else, and I had rather have seen you cul-

tivate men by your orders and see them promoted under your

protection than know you have the best gardener and the finest

fruit and flowers in Christendom." Copij. (XII. 238-9.)

[The Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

[1699, June 1-11.] Whitehall.—" The King goes away this

evening by reason of the heats, or to-morrow morning, and

it is easily to imagine the hurry I am in. I go with the King

to Margate; when I am come back, I will write to you more a1

leisure of everything. The Commission of Ireland is changed :

Duke of Bolton, Earl of Berkeley and Karl Calloway are of

it, what will become of you I know not
;

as to your con. 'ins

in that kingdom you may be sure I shall watch your interest

there and everywhere that I can. Your Ambassador I find

has a mind to saunter here a little longer, though I shall press

his going as much as I can. The King has given him 3,0007.

extraordinary for his equipage. The beau Stanion, I believe,

will quickly be with you. I know not if I have acknowl

yours of the 30th of'.May. and 3rd and 6th of June.
>l My Lord Portland is in town ; that tntn <I> UX, as you Bay,

I think cannot last. 1 am really very glad thai Lady Sandwich

is better. Since I am here I think her more in the right as to

many things than ever; on rCeai qukrt poli k
mais que faire ! Pray make my excuse to Mons. St. Maurice for

not answering his letter ; this hurry will nol last always I

am faithfully yours." (V. 68.)

B—23
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James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1699, June 5 [-15]. Whitehall.
—"I have your letter of the

10th inst. to acknowledge, and can't but wish that M[ark]

L[ynch] may come off with being laughed at. Easiness and

credulity seem to have been his greatest faults, and his

intentions were rather to prevent mischief than to join in it.

His hopes to make a fortune by it are certainly more pardonable

than Wall's impudence, who pretends to recommend himself

by making a jest of both nations." (V. 69.)

[The Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1699, June 5[-15]. Whitehall.
—

" Stanyon is dispatched

everywhere, and as I am told will set forward next Saturday.

My Lord Manchester talks of doing the same the end of

the month, but I scarce believe it, for he seems much
embarrassed with this great affair. I have orders to press

him, which I shall not fail to do. I do not wonder at his

endeavouring to persuade you to stay where you are ;
though

we both desire to have you, I doubt if it proceeds from the

same motive. But to be more particular in what relates to you,

I will first tell you that I cannot disagree with those of your

friends who think that the employment you have gives you a

title to something better than a desk to write at in the office
;

but on the other side I cannot think that it is for your interest

to stay abroad unless you ambition an envoyship to some
petit-prince, which you may as easily obtain from hence. But

if you desire to be settled at home, I know no so sure way as the

first getting hither. The King is willing you should come ; and

be assured that you shall be very welcome to me ; I wish it may
be always as muc]i your interest as it is my inclination that we
may never part. I have spoke to my Lord Berkeley to secure

you your office in Ireland till the King has done something for

you here ; he will be your friend. The Duke of Bolton,

though in the Commission, does not think of returning very

quickly, nor will not be much pressed to it ; I do not doubt

but he may be made your friend if there is occasion for it,

so that I think we have two to one of our side. I say all this

because I heard at my first coming that the Justices had said

that the business could not be done with one secretary, but

that was perhaps in order to say that the three Justices should

likewise reside. Since I am no more in the Commission, and

the Duke desirous to saunter here, I suppose all this will be

at an end. Now that I have told what relates to yourself,

be assured that I shall be watchful in everything that relates

to you. Your widow is got to her retirement very angry,

I am told, at the report of her marrying ; she was very ill at

Dover, but the proverb will save her. I hope my Lady Sand-

wich is quite recovered. At Paris I did not think I was so

much her humble servant as I find I really am, but one never

knows a happiness till one misses it. Pray persuade her to

come home, but only because it is home. I promised her to
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talk of Paris to her, and [ -mall very faithfully keep mv word
with her. Mv Lord Portland itaya here till a yaciri returns
from Holland for him. I am glad that France begins to be a
little reasonable upon his subjeoi ; to do him justioe, they oannot
be too much so

;
as for tin- Mareohal your friend, let him -till

ask questions and he never the wiser. I always-thought Brown
mad. hut why he is .it Calais I oannol teH : I never -an- him
since we parted a1 Chantilly; Mr. Swinforl writes to him t .

.

go to Paris. The Horse* nor his man musl nol be too much
trusted with the faithful, hut of that when I have another
way of writing, for I know net if Brown i- -till al Calais. I will

write what I think you .an hear from the office, hut nobody
can tell you how much I am yours." (V. 70.)

[The Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1699, June 8[-18"|. Whitehall.—" Now that the King is

absent, Ifhope there will happen little news to Bend. Tran-
quillity is wliat everybody desires till Parliament, and then
it cannot be expected. I will write to you \>y .Mr. Stanyon
about the faithful.

"I have heard nothing aboul my Lord Ambassador since
the King went; you know that now appointments run on.

My Lord Portland and the French Ambassador stay here for

the return of the yachts to convey them to Holland. The
French Ambassador has demanded one Girard Bedford,
prisoner in Newgate ; I am to tell him that he ahall be
released provided they will release Peter Peraut, who[m]
we have formerly asked without success; but he has a poor
wife here who moves compassion, and I should be vw glad
if they would allow of this exchange. If you should have
forgot the case, the enclosed paper will Inform you, but may
be it will not be proper for you to move in it till you hear that

Mbns. Tallard has wrote aboul it.

" I do not expect to be much in the mind of people in Prance,
but 1 would not have Mons. Torci forgel me till he sends me the

books. Je voudrois que vous me commandi pain <!>

seanx (Targent de la valeur <l> 1600 "" 1700 franca d*un autre

jacon que cenx <l< Mons. di Breteuil, mats fails /«//• A mtme
homme Balain.

" I go this evening to lie at m\ lodge t.» he out of the dust.

I am sorry I cannot have your company there.*' (V. Ti

M ltthew Priob to the E \Kl. 01 J BBSSY.

1699, June 20. [N.S.] Paris.
—" The post cornea in now bo

regularly that one always receives Monday'- letters on

Saturday mornings aboul an hour before the poet goes away
again. It is so with me this moment. I receive the favour

of yours of the 5 1"> ami am glad by it to hear that S

* A oiphex name, standing apparently tor Lord M 868«7
(

362, 369, intra.
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Lordship has received all mine. I grow very peevish with

my friend's sentiments, envoyships, strange stuff, to go hern-

hawking with a Duke of Zell or succeed Stepney when he
is weary of soliciting for Dankleman's pardon. I will live with
you, my Lord, with a desk, or without one. I lived with you
at The Hague, I returned with you into England. I was to have
gone with you into Ireland, I stayed for you in France, I

long to come to you in England, and I will never go from
thence till you send me. My obligations to you are unspeak-
able, and so is my zeal for your service. What would people
have ? This is my case, I will print it, and shew it to man-
kind, and I will be happy in receiving your commands, whether
they will or no. So the Horse need not neigh any longer or

his man be discreet in a coffee-house (as I hear he is) upon
that subject. Your speaking about my Irish affair, and
endeavouring to settle it to my advantage is but an ordinary
effect of your goodness to me, and what I am convinced of

by ten thousand instances ; but your writing two pages to

me so particularly about it is what I could not expect even
from you. I dare not be eloquent upon this subject, I know
you would presently say, ' good Mr. Prior, no compliments !

'

but you cannot forbid me thinking of it as I ought to do,

for all the absolute power you have over me. Parlous d'autres

ckoses.
" My Lady Sandwich is out of danger, but looks thin and

has so many abbes about her that to answer their fine non-
sense exhausts her spirits, and will give her (literally, as the
widow says) a relapse. My Lord is eclipsed for this five days
past, but this is a great secret, they always say he is rid out
or gone a-hunting, but we think he is gone privately to
England for coin, and that, if he had not done so, his honour
would have been in the same circumstances with Davenant

;

'tis incredible to think what these people have run out, or

what a dog the Abbe du Bois has been to them. Madame
Ficquett had her beautiful head struck off yesterday, and
has done me the favour to make half my news' letter this

morning. I had not the heart after all to see the execution,

but those who had said no heroine ever died with such reso-

lution. She underwent the tortures without confessing of

her lover, though everybody thinks he was concerned in the
thing. She was not bound upon the scaffold, she tied up
her own hair, and would let the executioner touch her no
otherwise than just to cut down her waistcoat, that he might
separate her head with more ease. She had one stroke that
cut her head about half off, and tumbled her along, and the
fellow gave her seven blows when she was down. These
are great particularities, my Lord, and good instances of my
diligence in informing myself of what passes in my province.

Farewell, my Lord, my affairs can never go wrong, whilst

you continue me the favour to be absolutely your servant."

Copy. (XII. 255-8.)
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[The E \i;i. ob Jbbsbi
I
to Mati m.w Prior.

1699, June L2| 22]. Whitehall. "
I have received pour

letters of the 13th and 19th June. I have senl to inquire
after Wallis, and when I knovi where he is, I know nol what
to do with him. -**"

'The Commission for Ireland could nol agree with o
the same nature for England, an<l Secretary al the
time. To have taken the power ..nt of Crop's* hands would
have made too greal a change at presenl in thai Government.
I do not believe he will be able to hold it long if the Parlia-

ment here is nol diverted by something nearer to as, but
thai shall not be my concern provided the whole goes well.

I am glad you have writ to the little Duke and Earl Berkeley.
I hope your affairs in Ireland will continue as they are till

something here is found for you that yon may depend on
settlement, thai Puggies may pity you no more.
"My Lord Manchester Bays he will certainly go the firsl

week in duly, how he will answer all your Marechal a questions
God knows. .Mr. Stanyon goes to-morrow, he is to be the
heater of this. 1 know little more of him than his figure,

and that, I suppose, will please the ladies. I think that von
had not best trust him with all the faithful a1 firsl since I

am to pay them, and that yon can find any other wa
corresponding with them. I suppose you intend to tutu old

Jannison over to my Lord Manchester. If you can engage
him to write to you when anything of consequence occurs,

well, he shall be considered for it. I think you have two
more of the faithful

;
the besl of them keep to yourself, and

settle a correspondence with him either by Mr. Stanyon or

any other way, if you can find one that would be better ; the
other faithful I think you should discover to Mr. Stanyon,
when you have known him a little while and that you
he is tit to be trusted : hut now that I have told my opinion.

you know I leave the management of tin- to yon, only pray
take care to settle some good correspondence, that one may
not be wholly ignorant of matter- there. I fear that, when
you are come away, we >hall never hear from Coml
Maurice, at Least not anything of moment. I wish you could
engage him in a correspondence, bu1 you must have a care
of what you propose to him. tor he i- a man of bonOUT and
I fear will not he a spy, though he is dissatisfied where he i-.

I hope by this time \oii are go1 fid of Lynch, tor at long run

we know what is to he his fate, and in the meantime it

much money thrown away. Master La come from Cambi
to see us

; I am in the greatest pain about him in the world ;

I ant BOrry he ever went thither, and I know so little what

to do witli him. that at present he musl return thither. I

have already writ to you about this business, which i

great burden to me, and am impatient to have your advice

on it. He improves ao little, or rather loses his time, where
he is, that I have some thoughts of sending him the Latter

•A cipher nurue etuudmg apparently tor the Duke of BoltOQ,
LiTO-0, intra.
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end of the summer to Geneva with Mons. Girard till some

better body can be found to send to him, which, I think, is

not likely to be unless Lord Strange comes home, or that

Gaugene can or will disengage himself. I cannot tell what

to say to my picture, but that scarf, elbow-chair, portefeuille,

and scrivener's shop is such a melange that I should never

have thought of. I love things more simple, and would

have been contented to have leant upon a table, but do not

be uneasy at what I say, for I think, as you do. that if he alter

it, he will make it worse.
" I have had a letter from Breteuil, but what is worse I

must answer it when I have leisure. A Secretary of State

makes friends in France and enemies here, that is the dif-

ference ; and was it not as you say, il faut passer par Id, it

would be impossible to endure it. I know not if France makes

any return to me or not, but I own to you that I like it much
better than I dare own.

" Your widow is come, and I believe has ventured her

pretty person in the dust of London, for I hear that some

of the women have seen her. She says my Lady Jersey is not

dressed in the fashion, but ' I am right,' she cries, meaning

her own person. Pray desire my Lady Sandwich to make haste

over to befriend my Lady Jersey, for your widow says

she has neither mantoue [sic], petticoat, commode, nor anything

in fashion. Judge what a mortification that is for a lady so

newly come from France.
" Pray thank Mons. Tamboneau for remembering us and

everybody else that gives you the trouble by such an inquiry.

If you find that Comte Marsan will not think it too great a

freedom in me, I would send him sack by the Ambassador,

but you must enquire this out with a politesse francaise."

(V. 75.)

Lord Galway to Matthew Prior.

1699, June 13-23. Au Chateau de Dublin.
—

" Depuis que

nous avons su que nous ne devions plus esperer de vous voir

ici, et que vous etiez destine, en quittant la France, a venir

servir le Roy, dans l'ofnce de Mylord Jersey, nous nous

sommes cru obligez de pourvoir au poste, que vous deviez

remplir en ce pays, et nous avons juge que nous ne pouvions

mieux jetter les yeux que sur Mr. May, qui en a si bien fait

les fonctions en votre absence. Je vous assure, Monsieur,

que e'est avec beaucoup de regret que je me vois prive du
plaisir. et du secours, que je m'etois promis, quand nous vous

aurions aupres de nous ; mais j'espere au moins que nous

entretiendrons correspondence." Signed.

Endorsed by Prior :
—" My Lord Gallway's sentencing letter,

acknowledged the 1-11 July, 1699." (V. 78.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Jersey.

1699, June 24. [N.S.] Paris.—" I am so afraid that these

people break open my letters, and so desirous to get rid of
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Mr. Brown thai I take this oooasion to Bend him .1 .

to speak to you lively ol our affaire here.

First as to .Marc Lynch; the man was with me on
Saturday night, he said that the Dueeday b

yesterday sennight, he was al Vei -rith Wall, thai

Wall did there speak with Mons. <!<• TorOJ i hifl

own apartment, by the same token thai Mons. de Heemskirk
dined that day with Mons. de Toroy, and thai d.i .deToroy
spoke with Wall just as he rose from dinner, thai Wall -poke

with Mons. de Pomponne that same day in the apartmenl be-

low, and that Wall said to Lynch that the 9ubjeo1 o\ hie dis-

course with each of these Ministers was to ooncerl the affair

which Lynch has alreadydeclared, bu1 thai he [Lynoh] knew this

only from Wall's having told him so ; that Wall hadanaud
the next morning of Mons. de Pontohartrain, and thai Pont-

chartrain had ordered Wall to come as [<>nj Friday last to his

house of Pontchartrain, where he mighl discourse matters

more fully with him. Lynch added that he would go with

Wall accordingly on Friday to Pontchartrain. Yesterday I

had audience of the Ministers Pomponne and Torcy together,

and (to show you how able a Minister I am) 1 fib ibed

Wall as well as I could from the detail Lynoh had given me
of him, desiring to know if upon any account of arreai

a ship given to him in the war, or by way of solicitation for

anything relating to the marine, such a man as Wall had

been with either of them; they both said that neither that

day, or for some weeks before, any Englishman had had any
audience from either of them, or that they could call to mind
Wall or any person of his character. From hence, my L

it follows that there is knavery mixed with Lynch a folly,

for Lynch (as I have said) told me that he saw both Pomponne
and Torcy at a distance when Wall came from them, though

he did not hear what Wall said to these Ministers, wh<

they both perfectly say that they neither spoke to or saw

Wall ; and Wall speaking to tin. I Ministers of France

upon the same subject, and which oughl in itself to be tin-

greatest secret, and Pontchartrain after this appointing Wall

to come to him alone al his country-ho is 1 think, a

perfect chimera. 1 have not Been Lynch since Saturday.

1 have given Mons. de Toroj an account where he Lodges; they

will have an eye upon Wall, and Lynch will nol

up till Wall is. Lynch, I expect, will be with •

1 think from what has been already Baid one ma oably

conclude him a cheat. You will be pleased your

opinion as to my procedure m this affair, ami youi conm
as to how much farther I should cany it.

"As to the faithful, here is firsl B the man I

having done service during the war, I

put into the Bastille, where he remai ;
he

addressed himself to my Lord Portland, and him

that from me he should know what the King
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designed for him ; his affair is only with one correspondent,

who has promised, if anytiling very considerable happens,

to give notice of it to Mons. Bra[conier], and for such notice

given this correspondent expects a very great reward. My
Lord M[ancheste]r, I think, need know nothing of this corres-

pondence, since as to smaller matters Bra[conier] will write

to me, and if an occasion of consequence should happen,
he will come himself ; I add to this that neither the corres-

pondent or Bra[conier] desire to have to do with anybody
else. I have given Bra[conier] fifty pounds of the last money
Mr. Vernon returned me, and will give him something
more before I come away, as that money may hold out, and
he must have money from time to time transmitted to him

;

but of this I shall have time enough to speak with you when
I have the honour to see you. Brocard, as we call him, is

Tr . . . , an Irishman encouraged by Mr. Vernon ; his

pretended business is merchandise of English things, as

stockings, hats, etc., under which notion he gives our friends

at St. Germains an account of things in England ; he is well

with them, and particularly with my Lord Middleton's party.

It was this man that amused us all last winter with a story

of a fellow sent into England by Frank Stafford ; however,
though he has not been very useful, he may be so : he costs

us between two and three hundred pounds per year. I think
to give him two or three addresses under which he shall write

to me, and since upon pretext of business he may come once
or twice a year into England, I will encourage his so doing,

the chit-chat of St. Germains being his forte ; and if any-
thing extraordinary should happen, he may write it and bring
it to Mr. Stanyan, who may dispatch an express. I will

therefore let Stanyan see the man, and tell him only that
when that person brings him a letter, Stanyan should accor-

dingly send an express ; or Brocard shall enter as far with
Lord Manchester as you think good, though I find him most
willing to close with the method which I propose.

" Baily, who is Jo[hnsto]n, and related to the Secretary
of that name, has a great mind to be at home, and has written
to Mr. Alexander Johnson for that purpose ; he is a parson
disguised, a cunning fellow and a true debauche, he is upon
the merit of 2 louis a week, and picks up what they are doing
at St. Germains ; for the time he will be here, I will turn him
over to Stanyan if you think good.

" Jannisson as to his ordinary correspondence of who goes
and who comes, may he not be given over to Stanyan and
paid by my Lord Manchester, as they may agree the matter ?

But when he knows anything of more consequence I have
ordered him to write it, under cover of some names I will

give him, to me.
" My widow Langlois and her two daughters Stanyan may

have ; I think the old woman is a cunning jade as lives, and
will pump him in his turn if he is not upon his guard ; if he
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visits her, as he should do, be maj know something of most
of tin- rogues and priests aboul Paris thai have anj dealings
at St. Germains. One of the daughters will jilt him to death
if he is very civil and »ys fine things to her, bu1 if he olaps
one hand upon her mouth and t'otherunn hei coats ins
will cat him bourreau and lay with him (as I have he

but this is his concern.
' The poor people of St. t rermains, especially the Protestant -

amongst them, had rather venture hanging for coming home
than be sure of starving for Btaying there. Amongst I

some have applied themselves to me: the suspended Bishop
of Galway in Scotland, who has a mind to try if in Ireland
he could get bread (he is a scholar, has the reputation of an
honest man. and. I think, is aeither designing <>r capable <»f

doing harm) ; Menize, a scholar and a man that (as you
does not want, since he would lake the oaths : there is another
scholar, one Hamilton, in the same condition. I can only
say in this case t hat if these men had i he King's mercy, he
would be better beloved at St. Germains than King James
is; I am too young a politician to Bay pour in- contre, not
would I pretend to intercede with you in a matter of this

nature. 1 will only say that, if any of these people did come,
home, I would have them own the kindness to you. because
I would have everybody love you.

"I shall obey the directions which you give me in VOUTS
of the 8th as to Gerrard Bedford to he returned tot- I

Perauld, who is very happy to find a case so parallel in his

own. for yesterday I asked Moris, de Torcy for an answer t<> the

memorial you gave in about some galley-slaves, and to which
I had added some others, which came to ni\ knowledge since

your going, and Torcy told me there wae no answer, and
that we had asked for a great many, but Adams 'old me
plainly by way of an vntn nous that they would give up qo
more galley-slaves, and that it would be in vain for my Lord
Manchester to give in any memorials upon that subject.
"1 spoke to .Mon-. de Tony concerning the two Irishmen

suspected to he companions in the murder and piracy at St.

Malo. He -aid he had already spoken to Mons. Pontchartraui
to give orders tor their arrest, but did not know if those orders

had keen executed. lie look a note of it. 1 hat he might
remember to speak again. I do not see that he i- much in

haste about tin- arrest, and I think it i- prettj indifferent

to Mr. Leward if the thing be taken notice ot or no. provided
the cargo he retrieved. You will Bee by the man- letter to

me that he complained, as most English people do. without

a cause. I hear nothing from mj Lord [Manchester, and
nobody asks if he i- to come or no. A- to private matters

I have found an original ot the Duchess ot Burgundy of

Lar[g]ilieres ; 'tis very like her. I have obliged him to let

me have a copy of bis own drawing, and it will accordingly

be done. The three hoy- have uot been drawn these two
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ever were, the children are so changed that they are not so

now. If you would have copies taken of them however, you

shall be obeyed. The King and the Dauphin you remember

you will have from Rigault, who does not much advance

your portraits.
" I will bespeak the seaus ; those for the Baron will be done

in a fortnight ; about that time it will be convenient (if you
please) to think of money for the glace for Rigault, and for

the other commissions which you have given or may give

me." Copy. (XII. 263-72.)

[The Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1699, June 15[-25]. Whitehall.
—

" I wrote last post to

you by the Beau [Stanyan]. Pray take care what you say

to him about your coming back. I find the Horse and his

man would fain continue to keep you there till the audience

is over, and I think they have more a mind to do it, because

you have no mind to stay, but it is best to be easy in this

matter and say nothing, and I think it will not be in their

power to keep you longer than was first intended. I suppose

Mr. Blathwayt will not venture to send you an order to stay

without first acquainting me with it. You see I might have

spared this letter by what is in it, but I had a mind to acknow-

ledge yours of the 20th and to tell you that I am yours."

(V. 80.)

[The Earl op Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1699, June 19[-29]. Whitehall.—" I think as to the affair

of L[ynch] you are to let the French Ministers act in it as

they think fit, taking always care that the cheat that was

designed for us may be punished as well as that which was
designed to their prejudice.

" As for the faithful, I think what I wrote by the Beau to

be almost your sense in that matter, so I need say no more

than to advise you to keep the most useful to yourself, and

turn the other over to my Lord Ambassador
" I can say nothing of the Bishop nor of others in his

circumstances, till I have a little considered of it.

" You may speak about Peter Perault, and Gerard Bedford,

to the Ministers, for I have now proposed the change to the

French Ambassador.
" I like very well to have a copy of the Duchess of Bur-

gundy's picture, since it is like, and since those of the boys

are not like I do not desire to have them. 1 will take care to

send you money for the things I have writ for. Pray tell Mons.

Rygault that the six weeks are near being expired. Mons.

de Vilat, a French officer, has desired me to speak to you to

bring him over between four and five hundred louis d'or in

specie, which I think you will not refuse.
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'The Comtesse de Mail!*'' has writ iii mi- for b i' i i" oome
into England. Pray le1 ner know that a pass from me will

signify nothing; it Bhe intends t" oome into England, dm
must gel a license from the King.

I know .Mr. Yard Bends you the news "I tin town, though
I cannol help telling you thai poor Madame Mazarine Lb

dying, it not dead. Your widow aid as the honour ol a \ i - 1

1

this afternoon at the Lodge; she i- nol likely to die, I assure

you. She has had a brother dead Bince she has been hen-,

the town says he has Lefl her money, she was dressed all

in white, a mourning becoming her age and person ami very

proper for the season.

"By this tine- the Irish Parliament lived without

calling another, so that tor some time there will need neither

of justices nor secretaries.
' The enclosed papers will inform you of the reason ol thede

lays of the letters to Paris; you must speak to Mons. Pomponne
about it, and desire that a courier may he always ready to

bring away the Letters as soon as they arrive at Calais

(according to the Article), and that they may not lieal Calais

till the ordinary post goes, which sometimes occasions a delay

of twenty-three hours, if the packet comes in just alter the

post is gone, for then the letters stay till that posl _roe-, t he-

next day." (V. 81.)

The Postmasters-General (li. Cotton and Tho. Frankland)
to the Earl of Jersey.

1699, June 19[-29]. General Post Office, London.—"We have
enquired into the cause of the irregular delay of the English

mail between Calais and Paris. It proceeds from (he methods
of conveying it ; for they send it by the ordinary Calais post,

which goes out about three in the afternoon every day. so that,

if the mail be landed at four the day before, it may lie twenty
hours before it is despatched. This is directly contrary to

the obligation of the second article of the Posl Office Treaty
concluded in June Lasl between tin- two Offices of England
and France."

" Upon several occasions we have applied tor redress to

.Mons. Leon Pajol who signed the treaty: hut he having for

these many month- affected an obstinate silence, we now think

it proper to address ourselves to Your Lordship ami to

desire your Lordship to write to His Majesty's Minister

at Paris to insist by a memorial to Mons. de Pomponne
(with whom as Postmaster-General the treaty was made and

ratified by him) that the delay of the mails may be remedied."
"* We for our parts have exactly complied with our obli-

gation in this particular; for whensoever the French mail

arrives at Dover, it is immediately horsed and carried for

London."
Copy endorsed by Prior :

—" A Mem[orial] drawn upon this

letter and given in to Mons. Pomponne, July 5-13, L6

(V. 82.)
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[The Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1699, June 22[-July 2}. Whitehall.—" I have received

yours of the 27th. I find that Mr. Stanyan was not then
arrived, though he said he would be as soon as the post. 1

am glad to hear that Mr. Montague has been as kind to you
as you desired, but I do not know why you say he has reason
to be angry at your coming home, for I should be sorry to

have you do anything that reasonably could be found fault

with. I do not hear that my Lord Manchester is in such
forwardness to be able to go so soon as he says.

" If what Mons. Adams writes you had been sooner put in

execution, neither of those rogues would have escaped. I

send you back his letter not knowing but it may be of more
use to you than me. Pray take care of your eyes, for I shall

have use of them, though it is but to walk about.

"I go to-morrow to see a place near Tunbridge called

Summer Hill ; I believe I shall buy it
;
you see what trifles

I write ; but here is nothing else ; I wish it may continue so,

though I am always put to it to know what to write to you.
My compliments to all my friends from Comte Marsan to

Tamboneau' ; they are a good sort of people to live with, though
the swager likes none of them nor their way. I suppose
they will bear it if he retires in earnest. It is no secret that
Lord Sandwich is here, though I have met with none that
has seen him. John lies in town, because of the office, but
with whom you may guess. Kat' lies at Hyde Park. In
talking just now with Mr. Montague about you, for I have
seen him at Council since my letter was begun, he said he
hoped he should see you here by the latter end of July ; that
being, you need not trouble yourself what his son-in-law says.

Madam Mazarine died this morning at eight o'clock, after

giving some hopes of her recover}7 these two or three last days.
It is what we all must do, the later the better." (V. 83.)

[The Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1699, June 26[-July 6]. Whitehall.—" I have received

yours of July the 1st. I am glad the Beau is come to you.

I find you learn little from him ; I fear he is mistaken even
in my Lord Manchester's journey, and that it will be the

end of next month before he gets to Paris at soonest. I believe

it is necessary you should have some letter of revocation,

and it shall be taken care of. It will be most civil to my
Lord Manchester to send that letter by him. I reckon that

it will be necessary that you should stay a fortnight after

my Lord's arrival to carry him to his private audience, and
to show him the way to Versailles. I am not against your
coming home by the way of Holland, since you have a mind
to it, and that you say it shall make so little difference in

your return hither ; if you continue in the same mind, let

me know some time before you come away, that I may acquaint
the King with it, who, I suppose, will not be against it.
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" Pray bake oare li< »\\ you enter into matter with the Comte,
for it is a very nice matter and better not attempted than
ill done. Master is returned to the College, I am in the
same uncertainty I was aboul him : I wish you had an an
From your two friends on this subject, bu1 I scarce expect
that (Jaugain should disengage himself. -*•-

"I hope that what is now in hand for me at Pari* (rill l>e

done before you come away, for I shall not care to leave the
charge of them to any other. Praj make Madame de Croissy
some compliments From me when she sees the glass.

"I suppose Clement, the library-keeper, must have some
thing like a present for the stamps, which you may do at

your discretion. I will send you money time enough for

everything.

I know not what it is, but I cannot bear .Mr Stepney
any ill will; for his ill nature I pity him.
"I hope .Mr. Stanyan will he satisfied thai you thank him

from me tor his letter without any other answer. Pray do
as much or more to Mr. Davenant tor his civil letter to me
(V. 84.)

[The Karl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1699, June iM)[-,July 9]. Whitehall.—" 1 have received
your letter of July the 4th. T am very glad to hear you
are so lairl\ rid of Lynch without his knowing you were in

a plot against him. I think you did very well to tell Mons.
Pomponne that His Majesty would leave him to the justice

of that place, neither do 1 believe that you will receive any
orders to the contrary. I suppose they will tell you from
time to time how they proceed against the parties. On your
side, pray observe if Wall is used as a criminal, or a- one who
discovered and is only clapped up to blind other-.

" I had yesterday a visit from your Ambassador whilst I

was in my retreat at the Lodge. The old Marechal never
asked s () many questions; in all his discourse I could not

find when he intends to he with you. I told him that it

mi'_r ht happen that he would not have his private audience
before the Court went to Fontainebleau, if he was not .it

Paris at least a fortnight before it removed thither. I could
not bring him to ti\ any time, ihe appointments now union,
and I believe the latter end of the ne\t month i- the soonest

that he thinks of going from hence
Brown tells me that he is sure thai Arnold, who WHS in

prison at Calais, is removed to the Bastille. I wi-h you could

find out if it is so. and what reason is given for the keeping
him a prisoner. I am told that the French will not Buffer

any English to stay above ei«_r ht days in any of their

ports, tor fear we should have any correspondence that .

us an account of the trade that the French drive with the

English for wool. I do not see how they can banish anybody,
unless there is some crime laid to their charge This method
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is not friendly, I would have you touch upon it to Mons. Torcy
to hear what he says to it, but not by way of a formal com-
plaint, because I am not very sure it is true in every place,

but I really believe it is practised in all ports over against

Kent and Sussex.
" I hope Mr. Hill has sent you a direction to send his letters

to him whilst he is at Turin." (V. 85.)

James Vernon to Matthew Prior.

1699, June 29[-July 9]. Whitehall.—" I have received this

day your letter of the 4th of July [N.S.]. I think it is very

fair that Wall should be taken up as well as Lynch, and I

hope he will be as strictly examined, that the bottom of

this roguery may be brought out; I believe they will com-
municate to you what account he shall give of this intrigue.

I wish you were allowed to send him cross interrogatories, and
that he be obliged to answer them, for then perhaps the banter

would appear.
" I have taken into my office one M. de Vrigny, a fellow

student of my son's at Utrecht. He expects some papers

that are of concern to him from some of his relations. If they

are brought to you, I desire you will receive them and send

them hither by the first safe conveyance." (V. 86.)

[The Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1699, July 3[-13]. Whitehall.—" I have received your
letter of the 8th ; by this time you know if by mistake the

French letters were sent to Ostend, I have not seen yet any
of our postmasters to inquire here if it was so.

" You say nothing if your successor likes Versailles, I guess

how he will be liked. My Lord Manchester never comes to

inquire after his instructions.
" Mons. Tourtone has orders to let you have what money

you want to pay for the commissions I have troubled you
with

;
you must draw bills upon me for the money you take

at double usance, to make the payment more easy to me.
" It was dulness in me not to understand the word

reason and not any design to criticise.

" I hope Summer Hill will be bought, and whatever it

affords is at your service ; if you get hither before the fine

weather is gone, I will punish you with a retreat thither for

a day or two.
" I wish you could send me the model upon paper of a little

size dish for porridge, I think it is like a little basin." (V.

87.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Portland.

1699, July 13. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" I have dared to speak so

much to you in relation to a thing infinitely above me, and
for which I now see no remedy, that I will only trouble Your
Lordship at present upon the subject to tell you that I wish
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all things should Buooeed as you would have them and that
you are-safe arrived in Holland, where I hope in m\ way home
to assure yon of the sense I have of your favour to me I

wait my Lord Manchester's coming, and I believe m
this month ye1 ; after which I am ready to pui off these plumes
with which l flutter aboul Paris, and to n turjLhome to labour
under the protection of m\ g I friend and patron, my 1^ n« 1

Jersey, in an employmenl ol less noise and figure, and though
my inclination «li«l uol oblige me to this choice, the hard u

which my Lord Gallway threatens me with would force me
to it, for though I am yet actually in France, and by the K
order intimated to the Lords Justices upon my coming abi I

that my pretences should !><• safe in [reland, mj I

Gallway write- me word that they have thought fit to dispose
of the secretaryship to Mr. May, who id secretary,

and acted as deputy from me in the employmenl of first

secretary as long as His Majesty was pleased to dispense
with my service. His Majesty does as ye1 most certainly

dispense with it, for I am where his orders retain iu<\ and
where Your Lordship's goodness ami choice brought me, that

is, at Paris : my Lord < railway is but one of I he t hree go\ ernors,

and the three conjointly have oo1 the power of leaking the

secretary, hut only of recommending him to His Majesty,
who chooses him. and who dispenses with that serviot

with any other as his pleasure is. Mr. Poultney is Clerk of

the Council in [reland, yet has lived constantly since my
Lord Rumney's time in England. .Mr. Stepney, Mr. Blathwayt
(and almost everybody else thai has any employ) are excused
from the functions of it when lli^ Majesty's service and orders

retain them in a foreign country: yet I alone am destined

by my Lord Gallway to be a sacrifice that Mr. .May may be

first secretary and Mr. Bouhereau (who is my Lord Gallway's
countryman and secretary) may be made second secretary

of the kingdom.
"M\ Lord Gallway has neither by word or warning said

once that this storm was coming, but it i- easy to know that

he did not think good to endeavour to undo what my Lord
Portland thought good to do. whilst my Lord Portland wa-

in the Court : hut immediately upon my Lord Portland's

retiring, down with Mr. Prior ; so when the pillar i- rem
the ivy thai depended upon ii falls. I write this very plain.

but 1 know to whom I write it. I know not it II:- Majesty
has yet heard of this thing, in which my I."id Gallwaj 90

absolutely determine-, hut I believe I can intercede with

Your Lordship dor all what my Lord Gallway think< to the

contrary), that this storm may not fall upon me till I come
into England, ami may have the liberty to plead my own
cause, and that therefore till then the thin- may he upon the

foot it now is. Mr. May acting a- my deputy: ami tin

lie no prejudice to Hi- Majesty's service, unless it can be

imagined that Mr. Mai ha-

m

when hi r himself,



368

and without my deputation than when he acts with it ; or

else, if my Lord Gallway will actually have any other person

for first secretary, Mr. May or that other may be obliged out

of the profits of the office to allow me some compensation

for the validity of my pretensions till His Majesty shall be

pleased to order otherwise, in which case there will remain

a fair income for Mr. May, or any other, and His Majesty's

business will be as well done as if his poor secretary at Paris

were sacrificed to the humour and arbitrary will of my Lord
Gallway. I throw myself wholly upon His Majesty's good-

ness and stand wholly to his decision ; he is too just to let

me lose, and I am too happy if he pleases to take my cause

in hand. I will only add to Your Lordship that I have en-

deavoured to live in France as becomes the character with

which I am honoured, which without Ireland I could not

have done, notwithstanding His Majesty's extraordinary

goodness to me by Your Lordship's intercession. No man
can wish better to another's affairs than I do to those of Your
Lordship, and in what place or circumstances soever you are,

no man living is more devoted to your service." Copy.

(XII. 304-7.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Jersey.

1699, July 15. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" One of my letters is to the

Secretary of State, the other is to my Lord Jersey. No
examinations have as yet been taken of W[all] and L[ynch]

;

they are both used alike as yet in everything. Arnaud* is, I

believe, in the same case with the two I mention, at least

there is an Englishman there, and according to the best

description I can hear made of him it appears to me to be

the same. I shall endeavour to know more, but the reason

why a man is put in prison here is, Your Lordship knows,

very difficult to find. I think there are fifty stories told, and
as many reasons given about the business of W[all] and
L[ynch] ; few of them wholly false and not one of them
perfectly true.

"I have forwarded your letter to Mr. Hill at Lyons accord-

ing to a direction he sent me.' I touched upon the English

not having leave in the French sea-ports longer than eight

or ten days as of what I had heard from people that came
from Calais and Bo[u]logne. Mons. de Torcy said at first that

the King did not hinder strangers landing and staying in

their ports to traffic, but would not have them establish and
live there. I went on to tell him by little and little that

by the Articles of Peace, they might live and inhabit, and
that the time of their stay was not limited by any number
of days, and that this prohibition was particular to the English.

At last he seemed to intimate as if we got off the refugies, and
that therefore their King would not let us be near the coasts,

but he did not much insist upon this reason, but gave me
* Cf. p. 370, infra.
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one much better, which was plainly that the King of Prance
\\<>ul<l have it 30, which is an admirable reason for

to give .it the head of an armj in time of war, bul a very
bad one for a Secretary of State in pea

As i" the wool, the Owlers come to Cal nilarly as

the letters, and meet all enoouragement a1 theMHtrrival th<

Ad. mi- gave me a slyer reason for this order against the

English staying in the French *ea ports, as if i1 were done upon
our asking it, and to take off all pretext off the French encou
iir_r w 1 1 a i should look like an invasion, a descenl or coi

pondence held by the Jacobites from these places with their

friends in England. Xbur Lordship Bees the invalidit} of

this reason, and knows that we nevei desired anj Buch com
plaisance from this Courl

;
however, I took it as current

coin, that he might think what I asked was from myself, and
not by command.

"
I <_!ivc Your Lordship manj thanks for granting me Leave

to return by way of Holland. Your accessor makes bo little

haste thai the King maj be in England before His Excellency

arrives in France, l>ut the appointments run on, and conse

quently the Embassy is performed. I have ventured t
i

writ-- to Loo that m\ complaints may prevent Crop's repre

sentations. I think I was right in bo doing. I thank I

I can hate and love, and the objects of my different passions

are the Earls of Gallway and Jersey. I wish I ma} \<\ the

one ,i< heartily as I shall always endeavour to obey the other

Copy. (XII. 310 L2.)

[The Eabl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

L699, July 6[-16].—" 1 have yours of the II 1. I ro]

the swager says upon other occasions) impertinent
;

I will write about you to-morrow to my Lord Albemarle
The only thing to be done in this business is to keep it off for

Bom< time. My Lord Berkeley Ci >p's usage to him
(being absent) in this affair; when he gets into Ireland he

will certainly Berve you. What you have writ to Lord Gallway
i- right, and I think he cannot justify putting you out but

with the King's leave, which. I hope he will never have til!

something else is got for you. Praj do what you can for

Perault, for his wife makes one's heart ache when I Bee her,

"Your poetrj ot St Germains is the devil; praj make
my compliments to both courtier-; and men ot the robe that

remember me
'.Madame Maille will do \>r\ well for the II

*• Pra\ inquire if the Duchess <\>- li Force refugiii h

i-^ not allowed something from her son l»\ the K

Tamboneau can tell \,,n

\ < hi once told me of a correspondence which Madame le

Cocque kept, which I have forgot md would willingl)

" The Parliament w ill be prorogued to i h<

'I'm- ( ..in,, il has md I hi a little in ha I \
vv

B- I
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!\Iatthew Prior to the Earl of Jersey.

1699, July 18. [N.S.] Paris.—" The 1115 [captain] of the

630 [seamen], the 1228 and other 1115s [captains] that will

shortly 362 [put] out from 1127 [Calais] have received 1162

[orders] to 1232 [deliver] any 1453 [English] 630 [seamen]

221 833 414 221 [to parties of horse] who shall 1054 [carry]

them to 409 404 167 [the Bastille] : this I am well assured of.

"The 1237 [French] will certainly 1104 [aid] the 1402

[Spaniards] in opposition to what the 1069 [Scotch] pretend

to do in 1144 [Darien]. I know not how far we pretend to

be concerned in that affair ; they say at Court the 1237

[French] 1540 [Ambassador] in 1454 [England] had given

you to understand 1255s [the French King's] intentions upon
that subject.*

" Mons. de Pomponne is at Marli and was not at Paris

yesterday according to his word ; so I have not his answer

in relation to the post.
" I have seen the copy of an order from Your Lordship to

me concerning Cowper. The original the man has not yet

received. I must begin again in his case by giving in a new
memorial to signify our dissatisfaction of the liquidations

made by his judges ; and that is all I shall do, I suppose, in

it during my ministry, I wish my Lord Manchester may have

better success in this affair than at present I can imagine he

wiD have." Copy. (XII. 314.)

[The Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1699, July 10[-20]. Whitehall.—" It is to be wished that

the Spaniard could beat out the Scotch at Darien, for that

colony gives a good deal of trouble here ; the English are

apprehensive that the Scotch settling in those parts (with the

advantages granted them by Act of Parliament) will be a

prejudice to trade here. Many applications have been made
to the King about it ; His Majesty was not privy to the design,

and is resolved not to protect it ; orders are sent to all the

governors in those parts not to have any correspondence

with the Scotch. This is done both in regard to the trade

of England and to some Treaties made with Spain relating

to America ; so that in your discourse, though without affec-

tation, you are always to make this interest of the Scotch

company to have no relation to England, and what the King
does not intend to protect ; His Majesty has already signified

the same to the Court of Spain. The forbidding our English

to stay in their seaports above eight or ten days is a very odd
proceeding ; and so is the putting English up in the Bastille

without giving any account ; it is certain that Arnoldf is

there, and much to mv sorrow his wife here with two children .

The interpretation of the cipher is perforce conjectural. Cj. Jersey's letter,

infra, and Luttrell as cited.

t Cj. Luttrell, Brief Relation of Slate Affairs, iv. 534, 543-4, 547,
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I can give you no other directions in these matters than I

have already.

"I hear thai my Lord Middleton's ladj i gone over to you
under the name of Morice.

"When I wioir to my Lord Albemarle aboul your [rish

affair, 1 did Buppose you had < 1« >n< •
ii befor& I am glad to

hear I was not mistaken.

"My Lord Manchester has been with me this afternoon,

and 1 find that he will certainly go from hence the latter end

of the next week; he will go post from Calais for fear he

should ii"t see tin- King before he goes :•. Fontainebleau.

"L will send you a Letter by my Lord Manchestei for Mora

Torcy ; 1 will take that occasion to thank him for my l»'»»k-
.

I am glad thej are fine
;

praj give mj silver watch t.»

Clement. Madame Croisy has \\rii over ih.it she has h<

nothing of you nor m\ glass. I Buppose you have teen her

by this time; pray leave uone <•!' m\ thin-- i" do when you

are come away." (V. !>0.)

Lori> Galway in Matthew Prior.

1699, July ll[-21]. Au Chateau de Dubhn.- J'ai ete fori

surpriSj en recevanl votre Lettre 'hi I de Nous

n'avons jamais conte que Mr. May tut votre depute I

croy que I'employ de Secretaire n'a jamais erce* par

depute, et il me paroil de nature a ne pouvoir pas I'etre.

Mr. May etoli notre second secretaire, pendant que vous

6tiez le premier ; e1 exer9oit, pendant votre absence, pour

les deux charges, attendant toujours que le service du

vous permettroit de quiter la France et de venir ici, jusques

a ce que .]«• r«-«.u< nne lettre de Mylord Albemarle, du 29

l>asv (
'-. dont voicy les propres mot-—

' La charge de Secretaire des Lords Justices va etre vacante

par I'employ que I'on destine a Mr. Prior dans L'omce de My-

lord Jersey.'

"Nous avions promis, depuis longtems, a Mr. May, qu'il

aurait ce poste des que vous seriez pourvu Cependant

comme nous vous avions donne cette place apres qu< X|x
>

lord Sunderland nous avoit du que Sa Maje te Beroil satisfaite

de ce choix, nous avons differe* I ex& ution de notre promt

Mi- May, jusques a ce que Mylord Due de Bolton en eut

parle* luy-meme au Roy, qui luj du qu'il approuvoit notre

resolution. Snt la vis qu'il m'en donna jecrusqui je devois

vous en avertii Je auis bien fadbi que nous a unais

profite de votre presence dane • • royaume, i I que ,,""~ " *yons

plus I'esperance de von- avoii Ce qui m'en console, i
'< si que

ce n'esl que pour voua mettre dan- un beaucoup meilleur

poste, dans lequel nous anion- une perp6tuelle relation avec

vous. Je ne croy pas que vous ayez jamais i ru pouv<

lun et I'autre. Cela ne me paroil p icable, et ne

oonvient point du tout au service du Roy, et pai nient
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ne nous peut pas convenir. Je vous prie de n'y pas penser."

Signed. (V. 92.)

[The Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1699, July 13[-23]. Whitehall.
—

" I have received yours

of the 8th -18th. I hope the first part of it is nothing but what
is always done upon the like occasion.

" The French Ambassador never spoke to me of that business,

the Court there says he did.
" When Mons. Pomponne speaks to you about the business

of the letters, pray let him know that our letters for Italy are

sometimes stopped at Lyons three or four days, and by the

Treaty the French are obliged to forward those letters with

all dispatch.
" I think Cowper has been ill advised in his business ; I wish

my Lord Manchester may have success in it, though I had not.
" You must act in the business of W[all] and L[ynch] as you

have begun, and as I have writ to you already.
" I believe the King will speak to the French Ambassador

upon the business of the English not being permitted to make
any stay in the French ports.

" Licences cannot be got for those people you mentioned
in yours of the 2tth past.

' You have leave to go to Loo if you please. You may
make it an excuse to leave my Lord Manchester soon after

his private audience.
" I hear my Lord Sandwich is gone back ; I hope it is

to fetch my Lady-
" One Colonel Wakeline with ten horses is lately gone over;

you will have an eye upon him.
" I find I am not like to have my glare by the time you

leave Paris, which is a very great disappointment to me, for

I depended on it to adorn my house in the winter ; besides,

when you are come away, nobody will be there to take care

of it that I care to trust ; and I fear I shall find another incon-

venience in the not having it, for I have already entered it

into the Customs House as part of my goods left to come
with you, and if it does not come till long after, I shall pay
custom for it as a new glace out of France, which will be half

the value of it
;

pray intercede with Madame de Croisy to

give all the dispatch possible in this trifling affair, for I had
almost as willingly be without the glass as not have it against

the winter. I say nothing of the other things, for I think

there is no question but they will be done at the time you
come ; my seaux must pass for your plate that has been used,

or else, I believe, they must pay custom both coming out of

France and entering here.
" I depend on the Office and John to send you the common

news of the town, pray let me know how they perform.

Postscript.—" If you don't come quickly away, Boileau

and that flattering country will spoil you." (V. 93.)
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William Blathwayi I i Matthew Priob

1699, July it 24. Loo I am Favoured with yours ol

the iTih inst. and enclosed occurrences, ool doubting bul you
and your Bucoessora will <!(• .ill that you oan in the l>n

recommended to you. I am no* expecting.^ answer to

m\ letter concerning the Irishmen, ili.it
i , tli.it you would

give in<- the best account you can from your enquiri*

their life and conversation while in the service ol Prance
that their intentions may be the better judged ol h<

Signed. (V. 96.)

The Earl op Albemarle t<> [Matthew Prior].

1699, July 27. [N.S.] Loo. " Je suis tousjoura <mih.mii

quand je me puis flatter d'avoir quelque pari dan- \

souvenir, ei puis que voua m'en asseures, j'ai lieu de voua
en remcrcier ; e1 je vous asseure, Monsieur, que vou
receu a bras ouvert, ce Bera alors que nous nous expliquerons
ensemble sur toute chose. Le Roy vous accorde la permi
de passer par icy a v^ostre retour de Paris, ce qui m'en
donnera ['occasion. Ainsy j*espere que le grand Manchi
arrivera bientosl afin quo vostrc depart soil dautant j » 1 1 1 « « »-t

.

Croyes moi toujours avec passion de toul tnon cceur, rostre

(V. 98.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1699, July 21 31. Dieren.
—

" ] have laid the contents oi

the 14-24 inst. before the King, who has thereupon ordered

enquiry to be made after O'Bryan at Brussels; and I am
further to desire from you an exact description of his person,

that he may be the better found oul

"You may chance to meet J\Ir. Stepney ai Loo as well as

other good company of your best friends." (V 97.)

[The Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1699, July 24| Augusl 3]. Whitehall. -" I have yours of

the in 29th. Mons. de Pomponne's answer to our Post-

master's complaint is sent to them; I do not kn<»w what

they will Bay to it. l»nt I believe there is nothing more to be

done in this business but to make Pajotl careful, as he has

been since the complaint. < m my accounl I do not expect

Mons. de Torci should dispatch anything, bul methinks H

should be every minister's care and desire to make an end ,.t

business when they can; I Buppose what fragments m\ Lord

Manchester finds will remain bo to his successor.

"I thought the merchandises Beized by du Barl in the

Dantzic ships were already granted to our merchants, though

not delivered, but I find the French can easier undo than do.

I suppose the merchants, when I sec them to tell them their

doom, will still have Bomething to reply.
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" I believe they will mention no more the business of Girard

Bedford since nothing can be done but by releasing of Perault
;

unless the interested in the affair of Captain Mansell, as you
have proposed, will prosecute his murderers, I do not expect

justice to be done otherwise. My Lord Manchester has orders

to speak about Arnold. If those proclamation men are gone
towards Flanders, as you say, it will not be hard to meet
with them.

" When you write those things to Mr. Blathwayt, I suppose
you write them at the same time to my Lord Albemarle, who
is immediately about the King. If you could get the names
of those Scotch subscribers, it would be of use. I am glad to

know the names of those that have the management of the

money for the poor here, though I know not what to do with

them—as you say here is rare doings, but how to help it

!

By this time I may wish you joy of my Lord Manchester's
arrival. Joly is gone his gentleman of the horse, and has
married Tom's cousin

;
pray be kind to her, and do not call

her Sarah but Mrs. Joly. You were in the wrong not to let

me knoAV that you had writ Mr. Montague word of your journey

to Holland, for I made it a secret till I had the King's leave

for your going thither ; whatever conjecture you make of

what I said to you lately about your journey pray keep it

to yourself." (V. 95.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1699, August 7. [N.S.] Dieren.—" We should be glad you
could send us some proof of FitzGerald's being lately at St.

Germains—I mean this Henry FitzGerald, for that he avers
the contrary. Pray assure His Excellency the Earl of Man-
chester of my most humble respects, and Mr. Stanian of my
service." (V. 101.)

William Blathwayt to Matthew Prior.

1699, August 4-14. Loo.
—

" I should hardly take this way
of troubling you after the receipt of your last favours of the
3rd and 7th instant, by which I understand we shall so soon
have your good company here, were it not to let you know
that Mr. Marmaude, Mr. Hill's secretary at Brussels, is indeed
in pursuit of O'Bryan mentioned by you, but without success,

since he goes by another name, and that there is no description
of his person ; so that, as I have already desired you to get
such a description, it is now become necessary that you furnish
Mr. Marmaude with it as soon as possible, whether this find

you at Brussels or otherwise." (V. 99.)

[The Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1699, August 15[-25]. Whitehall—" I have received your
letters of the 15th and 19th instant from Paris. I did not
write to you these two last posts, supposing you on your
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journey This, I hope, will meet you at Loo Till

I will say nothing to you of Prance only thai the Vraba
<l(ir- mil voir jour, and that you guess right a to the other

jours we have lately mentioned
" Mr. Blathwayt writes me word that bj order ot II' M

be was writ t<» put the link* ' in Ireland
;

ujj.i will -i\ th it

ii is not For youi take that I am glad oi a\ but vain to
j

got the better of monarchical < Irop."

Postscript "Since I wrote the other aide I have
your letter ol the 22nd from Pa had I thought you would

i long I Bhould have wril t.> \.>u the

Last posts, but now everything that [could a) must be deferred

til! we meet." (V. L02.)

rhe Earl oi ' erse^
\
to Mai ihi w Prior.

L699, August 22| Sept I]. Whitehall. I have received

your letter of the 28th, your farewell from P i I

cannot judge when you will be at Loo, not knowing qom

much \"wi curiosity will make you 3aunter about Fluid

but I write this in hopes it will not be long before it

with you. 1 have lately had a letter fromC op, who, I find,

is not satisfied with what I wrote to him by the King order

in your affair; he intends to write to His Majesty about it,

and by that means hopes to gain bis point. Tins arbitrary

spark I believe will be so troublesome in this business that

the King will be forced to do something for you in England, by

way of accommodation ;
it that happens you are more ob

bo Crop than he intends, [f you like of it. I shall do what I

can to promote such an accommodation when I »ee you at

Loo; for now I may it'll you that there you may expect me,

and 1 hope it will not belong before we meet : till then I defer

a thousand things." (V
T

. 103.)

Extract of a Letter from Lord Galway to Mr. Blathwayt.

L699, August 24| Sept. 3]. Dublin. Nous avons

Les ordres du Roi par votre lettre du B ' de ce mois a

rard de Moris. Prior. Nous avions donne La place de

notre premier Secretaire a Mona May avant que Le Due

de Bolton partit d'ici ; nous n'avons point nomine de second
;

i] j a quelques temps que my Lord Jersey me fit savoir que

le Roi voulait que Mons. Prior KM notre premier secretaire,

jusqu'a ce qu'il tut mieux pourvu. Je me Buis donne* I honneur

d'6crire au Roi pour lui representor ce que |e orois de Bon

service et de notre droit dans cette affaire. SiSa M te nous

commande apres cela d'oter Mons. May et d'yremettre W
Prior,nous savons que notre devoir set d'obi

mais nous attendrons encore one foia Bes ordres." (V. 113.)

I

Che Karl of Jrrsry] to Matthew Prior.

L699, Sept. 5| L6]. Whitehall. " I have youra ol the

sth and llth. I have not time to answer them bo particularly

Cf- Prior'a letter ol Juno 8. N S. 1699, pod </""•
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as I could wish. I find you are mightily pleased, and who
would nut be so with so gracious an audience, I wish it may
last. Pour Stepney! but to be more serious I am getting ready

to depart as soon as the orders come, and you may expect

me at Rotterdam the first fair wind after ; I long to be on

the other side, for I have a thousand things to say, I hope
for all our goods.

" I send you a paper given me by the Spanish Secretary
;

the same has been given to all the Justices, I think it is com-
plaining to the nation of what His Majesty is doing ; I would
not have you show the paper, unless the Honourable shows
that which is sent him fur the King. I have had a letter

from Lord Berkeley, and I find Crop will not be quiet, but you
will know more of that where you are. Farewell, I long for

the arrival of the courier from Vienna." (V. 104.)

[The Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1699, Sept. 12[-22]. Whitehall.—" I have yours of the

15th and 18th, but no orders yet for my voyage, which
perhaps may not be, since it depends on the resolutions of

the Court of Vienna : if orders should come, I scarce could

get to The Hague before the time they say here the King will

be there, unless the wind is very fair. I thank you for your
care about a lodging for me ; I believe it is more than those

will have that send for me, or else sure I shall be lodged in

the old court, if old Romney has not all the room. I think

I told you that Crop was not quiet, but I never knew imper-

tinence of that kind resented as it ought to be. In expec-

tation of seeing you, I cannot settle to write to you as other-

wise I should. If you do not see me, you will be troubled

with the care of some commissions that I have already writ

about. The seaux are very fine, but what is not so that comes
from thence ?

"

Postscript.—" I believe I have eight mares at The Hague,
and I desire you to speak to Mr. Ireton to get them over with
the King's equipage. If I do not come myself, I will send a

couple of servants to take care of them." (V. 105.)

H. May to Matthew Prior.

1699, Sept. 12[-22]. Dublin Castle.—" I have the favour
of yours of the 8th inst., N.S., and do according to

your desire send you enclosed [missing] a monthly account
of the fees from the time we accounted last to the end of April,

about which time the Duke of Bolton and my Lord Galway
were pleased to declare me their first secretary, as I think I

acquainted you in my last, and I have by this post sent Mr.

Powis a bill for two thirds of those fees.
" If it shall be thought fit to turn me out of that place, I

shall always receive the commands of my superiors with
the respect and submission that is due, but for the time their

Excellencies have declared the employment to be mine, and
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tli.it I remain in it, I oannol for m\ life think nvj >unt-

able to anybody bu1 them. I am lorry we happen to ji

so very differently, and am, etc." (V. 106.)

The E \i;i. of B] rkej \.\ to Matth i.u Pek »r

L699, Sept. I i| 24]. Dublin. I have .jsceived youi

from Loo, which I did no1 an wer i>\ the firsl opportunity
because I have written fully of the matter to m\ Lord J<

which, I do no1 question, will be communicated to you I

amverj aorrythat Lord Galway and you differ < • w i • 1 > I \ ui this

business, foi he takes i1 up< n a fool which makes me wholly
incapable of doing you anj service in it

;
foi that

.Mi M>\ w - put in p< session of 1 1
1« first ecn place

before I came into Ireland by the Duke ol Bolton and himself,

and this by the King's ordei bj m\ Lord Albemarle, who
writ that they might dispose of the first secretary's place by
reason you were provided for in my Lord Jersey's office. I

suppose the Duke of Bolton will agree with Lord Galwaj to

justify that the place was actually disposed of to Mr. May,
because he has writ to me in behalf of one Cob for the second
secretary's place; but by the way that recommendation makes
it plain that whatsoever the first was, the second place was
not disposed of. My Lord Galway has again writ to the I

upon the receipt of your letter to put him in mind how the

matter standi, a- he takes ii . In short, it' the King will have
you put in again, I will make no remonst ranee of i he undoubted
right of the Government here to put in their own secretary

;

but if Eis Majesty thinks you never were out, I shall obey him
in continuing you in. according to the orders received from

my Lord Jersey and Mr. Blathwayt
;
but if it should be in our

power to make a choice, you shall have my voice though you
execute the place by a deputy, and this is more than I would

say to anybody but Mr. Prior, to whom I am. etc." (V.

107.)

Wn.i.iwi Blathwayt t<> Matthew Prior.

1699, Sept. 19-29. Loo. "I have both your lett

Your arguments arc categorical and so ought the conclusions

to be, I nit 'lis not always as one could wish. Tin- day my
Lord Albemarle and I pleaded your cause to the King, who
was mightily possessed by the Duke of Bolton and Lord

Galway of their right, and 'twas much we could bring the

matter to hear so tar as you find in the enclosed copy ol an

order I now send to your Lords Justices. I have shaved
close.it' not strained a point, in the framing of i>. However,
you must look upon yourself n<>w in statu </"<>. and having

made your lodgment there, fight the resl out with all your

friends and interest, tor which you have time enough, and

my consulate being soon ; it an end. I can onl\ give you my
further wishes.

"The Spaniards are worrying of us with protests every-

where, but Canales would have the earth open, etc. t'i
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si nequeo, etc., as you will see by a paper my Lord Jersey will

bring with him. The Scots have quitted Darien, which should

pacify them a little. I suppose we shall see you here in good

company before the week be at an end." Enclosure. (V. 110.)

Enclosure.

W. Blathwayt to the Lords Justices of Ireland.

1699, Sept. 19-29. Loo.
—"His Majesty, being informed

of what has been done by Your Excellencies in reference to

Mr. Prior, does think fit that everything that may concern

him in that office be put into the same condition in every

respect as before Your Excellencies' intentions to make any
change in the said office, and do remain so until His Majesty

shall otherwise determine, wherewith I am commanded to

acquaint Your Excellencies." Copy. (V. 111.)

The Earl of Manchester to Matthew Prior.

1699, Sept, 20-30. Paris.-
—

" I think it proper to let

you know that the gentleman that uses to write to Lord
Portland has been several times with me, and says that some
affairs suffer by reason you have not supplied him. I have let

him have some which I may pay myself again upon what shall

be ordered him. I have also supplied twice one who[m] you
shewed to Mr. Stanyan, though 1 never saw him ; I fancy he

is capable of doing service, though I do not know upon what
foot he is, I suppose you remember him. Tr . . . , he

that came from England, was found out and was ordered to

leave St. Germains, so that it cost me a great deal to no pur-

pose ; I have sent him back again. This I send by an express."

(V. 115.)

John Ellis to Matthew Prior.

1699, Sept. 22[-Oct. 2]. Whitehall.—" I should be false

to the friendship I profess to have for you if I should

let slip any opportunity of serving you or imparting such things

to you as it may be for your service to be acquainted with,

as that which follows is, which I received to-day from Ireland,

in relation to the dispute between you and Mr. May, from one

who is your friend in the matter, but desires at present to

be undiscovered. His words are :
—

' I find on this side it goes

much otherwise than Mr. Prior expects, Mr. M. being looked

upon as first secretary, and they that made him so insisting

on it so strongly as to write to the King, in reply to the last

orders from Loo. Mr. P. writ a letter to Lord G. which is

so resented for some expressions in it that it is sent to the

King as an aggravation against Mr. P. I wish him advertised

of it, and must leave it to your conduct to do it so as he may
not let it be known whence it comes.' And in another letter,

for two posts come in together, he says :

—
' He wishes what

he writ last be come safe to my hands, and were imparted to
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the gentleman concerned' (meaning yourself), 'whioh i

also wished bj a much greater person
1

(meaning the Earl o\

Berkeley) "who thinks it a cruel thing to endeavour to cul

any man's throat with his own pen.'
" It tliis notice !>• of anj service to you, I ihall tx

glad, .md if you have heard H otherwise, Liiope, howt

you will accept it. as it is intended .i- ,i mark of 'he sincerity

w herew ith I am, ete.'"(V. 111.)

The i: \ hi. >! .1 BBS] i i" Matthew Priob

1699, Ot 2| 12]. Squerries I thank you for the con-

cern yon have for my being ill. I have little or no pain,

but continue very lame, and believe thai the air hen- with

the satisfaction of seeing one's garden, though bu1 ou1 <»l the

window, will contribute more to my health than the prospect

of St. James's Street. If le8 ab8ent8 <>nl tort, I hope you will

find the advantage of being upon the spot." (V. 117.)

A[braham] Stanyan to Matthew Priob.

1699, Oct. 14. [N.S.] Paris.—The hearer. Mr. JohnStanyan,
is an uncle of mine, who has a son al Lisbon, settled

as a merchant there. Von were so kind as to promise to

assist in getting him made Consul there. I desire you to give

my uncle leave to wait, on you. when he has anything to propose

in order to effect his design. (V. 118.)

The Lords Justices of Ireland, Lords Bebkeles and

Galway, to W. Blathwai i.

1699, Oct. 14[-24]. Dublin Castle.—" We have received

your letter of the 19th-29th past from Loo signifying to us

that it is His Majesty's pleasure that all things relating to

our Secretary's office shall he put into the same condition as

they were before the late Government made an\ alteration

therein, and in answer thereunto we desire you will please

to acquaint His Majesty with our ready obedience to his

commands, and that we have given the necessary orders

accordingly." Copy. (V. 112.)

The Eabi oi Manohesteb to th'- Eabl 0] Jebsbi

1699, Nov. 21. [N.S.] Pan- "The same daj Mr Prior

left this place I went to Versailles and had mv aU<U(

upon what I assured His Majesty: this Ki'iil' did return in

very obliging terms, how much he desired to continue tie-

good understand [He] that was now so well established, that

he did again repeat to me what he had formerly assured me.

etc.

"I made 2311 (Torcy) a vi>it where I took occasion to

discourse what had passed in mv private 2184 (audience);

I knew 217 (he) 1250 (expect) 194 (ed) it. and I was also willing
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to 1007 (find) 377 (his) sens- of the matter. 2311 (Torcy)

said that this 300 (King) had acquainted him with it, that I

had hilly explained the whole proceeding to 1017 (His Majesty)

thai 2153 (Comte Tallard) was to set out on Monday next.

217 (He) did still seem to lOOOe (press) the great credit and

1022 (interest) our 390 (King) had with the 230i (States

General) and laughingly said he wondered I should 973 (lesse)n

it. I told him I did own that the 230i (States General) had
always showed a great regard to anything that was 1323

(propos) 194 (ed) from 1917 (His Majesty), that 217 (he) had
recommended it and would continue to do it, so that nothing

should be wanting on 377 (his) 840 (part), that, though there

886 (were) great 800 (hope)s of a good 1241 (conclu) 282 (si)

673 (on), yet till it was 1064 (agree)d to by the 230i (States

General) it was 822 (more) than could be said that 876 (they)

would certainly do it. On the whole matter I 1907 (find)

this 761 (Court) impatient till it is done, saying no 872 (time)

was to be 974d (lost) that the 1450 (King of Spain's) 397

(life) was very uncertain, that the last account they had, 1450

(King of Spain) was 646 (ill) again.
" I waited on 2153 (Comte Tallard) this morning, and his

discourse was much the same ; he gave me to understand

that, though 1717 (Bonrepos) would seem to be concerned in

this 1703 (affair), 217 (he) was not in the least, that 2153

(Comte Tallard) hoped to 1007 (find) all things ready at his

return into 1577 (England), which would be on Saturday next,

that he had all the duty imaginable for the 390 (King), that

his intentions were and always would be to endeavour a good

understanding between our Masters, which I was not wanting

to make him the same assurances. I hope 2153 (Comte Tallard)

will be so just to me as to give the same 1191 (turn) to this

matter in 1577 (England) as he does now here.
" The enclosed for the King I had from Mons. Hempskirk

;

it comes from Spain. Mr. Blaithwayt has an account of what
we know from Mr. Stanhope himself, though I am told just

now that there is an express come to the Spanish Ambassador
here, that Mr. Stanhope is to depart in eighteen days, and to

keep his house in the meantime. The Duke and Duchess of

Lorraine is here and are to see the 1776 (late King) and 1777

(late Queen) this day at Chaliot [Chaillot]. I hope the account

Mr. Prior will have given His Majesty does approve of the

proceeding. I shall continue to obey Your Lordship's orders

as becomes, etc." (V. 119.)

The Earl of Manchester to the Earl of Jersey.

1699, Nov. 18-28. Paris.
—"I have so little to acquaint

Your Lordship that I had no thoughts of troubling you this

post only that in some of my former I did forget to thank

Your Lordship for yours of the 30th October, where I had

your directions in relation to the Portugal Ambassador. I

am better pleased there was no occasion to proceed in that
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manner, but had he not made Borne exouse, it would have been
necessary. Be has sinoe been bo wail on me, and I find the
little time be was in England bis oompany was with odd
persons; being so imprudent as to tell me be found the King
w.i- no1 beloved l>\ bis people

; bul perceiving I did no1 approve
of such discourse, be soon altered it. Hi • auch witn the
Spuiiisli Ambassador, saying be bad showed him hie mi n

before it was delivered. I do not fall every time I see M
de Toroy to press him for an answer to the Bhip thai was
taken on the coast of Guinea, and I am promised to have it

the nexl week, though I very muoh fear it.

'The African Company here is bo much concerned it

being done by their orders ; and I bey are in so low a condition
that in case they are obliged to make satisfaction, as I hope
they will, it may be their ruin, which is the reason this matter
is so delayed, some of the greatest nun in France being in

thai Company. I take notice of this to your Lordship
the proprietors may think I do not take that care I should
for them." (V. 12<>.)

[Majok Burrowes] to [Colonel Stow].

1699, Nov. 20| 30.] [London.] "1 have appeared but
little, my dear friend, ever since my coming, no more than
the necessity of my business required, bu1 there is a rogue or
two of a messenger who rushed in where I once Lodged, which
obliges me to be more close, and my friends, since the bar-
barous news is come out of Ireland, have plied me with BO
many advices that I do not stir out once in a fortnight, and
then by nighl only, and (which is a great trouble) 1 dare not
venture to take a turn in the old grass walk for fear of those
rogues my adversaries, who. I have reason to believe, would
stick at no villany to avoid appearing such as I have painted
them. I am extremely obliged to honest Fego[Vavasour],
who. though under troubles of his own. affords me .ill manner
of assistance. I ha\e been forced to lodge a Bill in Chancery,
which went. I will assure you. \<i\ much againsl the grain;
but I had otherwise been precluded in point of time, and the
treacherous trustee would have swallowed me up to rights

and sold the estate. I want you to be one of m\ evidence,
but if you do not come quickly, I shall be forced to run away
from my cause, and make you another visit, which nothing
but the extremesl necessity or danger -hall make me resolve

upon, as being unwilling to be burdensome where I can do
no service. It would nol be improper to hint what I write

ben to leather] S| aum bi - 1 up<>n the first opportunity you
have, and praj give in m\ name all acknowledgments and
services. My cousin likewise will be obliged to go over to
Ireland to look after her affairs (for she is basely used
else to some place yerj distanl from this town to live afl

cheaper manner. I warn \<>u m\ dear friend, no1 to mistake
thi> for desponding, 1 never had one such thought; but it L
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find myself deceived in my calculation again, as to time, I

mean, I shall have no plum porridge to eat, and must find

out another way of living.
" I was under so many troubles when I writ my last letter

that I remember very little of it, only I cannot think it was
fit to be showed, nor shall I be able to send you any that

will.

" Prognosticators say we shall have very warm weather,

and that this session is not like to be of any long continuance
;

for myself, who am swayed by the reasons which I at the first

formed my opinion from, I confess [I] can find even in this

speech something to confirm me, and cannot but think it

odd there is nothing of the Spanish affair in it.

" That heroic action of the wild boar has charmed us all
;

but we cannot without trembling reflect upon the danger to

which this so promising a young Prince was exposed and how
fatal it might have proved if he had missed his shot, but the

over ruling Power will, I trust, be ever careful of Royal blood,

and in due time exterminate monsters.
" The Major-domo has, I hope, reached you by this time, and

then he has brought you news of the death of poor Treaseare,

than whom no man could more long to see you. God
Almighty has been pleased in a short while to deprive two of

my friends of a satisfaction they had set their whole hearts

upon. Honest Fego continues invincible in his faith, and I

must conjure you as a man of honour and lover of justice,

without respect of person to get him true information in one

matter ; I hope our friend who paid you the money when he

came from Fontainebleau will prove just in the end, though
he has not hitherto been so clear as he ought, but (which is

not fair) been his own carver all along. About April last he

sold a horse, as we are informed, to the Governor of Paris
;

since you make to Fego offers of service, he begs of you to visit

this Governor's stable to discourse the Master of his Horse,

to know what he gave for it, and if any of less value was sold

at the same time and put off upon the credit of this, and
what price was set upon each, by the buyer. Col. Skelton (to

whom pray give my humble service) I daresay will go with

you, if you have not French enough yourself
;
you shall by-

and-by, when he comes to me, have an exact description of

this beast.
" I beg of you, my dear friend, to give my most humble

duty and service to my Lord M[elford] and to his Lady like-

wise if you have an opportunity ; if I can pick up anything,

worth communicating to him, you shall have it, but I am
more inclinable to retire for a month amongst some of my
relations thirty or forty miles off, that I may get a little fresh

air, which 1 very much want, upon my word. Adieu.

Postscript.—" I hope you will pardon this trouble of inquir-

ing into the price of a sandy grey gelding about fourteen

hands three inches high, a good fore-hand and had all his.
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goings, about six years old." Copy. In flu same hand at

foot.—
" Directed thus:
A Monsieur
Mons. Proctor die/ Mons.
Veard a St. Cosme dans la -*-
rue l.i Hat'pe

a Paris.
" Lord Middleton's Letters come under a cover directed thus ;

A Monsieur
Mons. Lever.jin- \sic] St. Jean
Banquier

a Paris.'*

(VI. 4.)

Abraham Stanyah to Matthew Prior.

1699. Dee. 2. [N.S.
|
Paris.—" I have the favour of yours

of the 13th past with one enclosed to my Lord, which
he is forced to delay answering till next post. His Lordship
spoke yesterday to Mons. de Torcy about the < ruinea Bhip, The
Dantzickers, and Fleming's daughters. \1\ Lord thinks tit

to <r\u\ my Lord Jersey a copy of the memorial he gave him
about the second affair, and for the others we are nol without
hopes of doing some good, though we have no positive answer

;

His Excellency will likewise give my Lord an account of what
Mmhs. Torcy answered upon cadi of those heads. He grows
every day more civil than other; whether it be a change in

our affairs, or his. that causes it I cannot tell. The Duke of

Lorraine went on Monday to see King James at St. Germains,
who would have returned his visit yesterday, but thai he has
got another boil, since he was lanced for the former one, which
does not ripen kindly, and puts the pooi- pensioners of that

Court into great alarms, for if it do not come to suppuration
the Monarch dies. Etigault has made some progress in your
pictures since you spoke to him. and promises me to finish

them in few days more, which I shall take care oi and no1

forget your candlestick. All your friends are well, but are

in pain for your cold. .Mrs. Frowd says the besl almanacks
hold it unfit to bleed in November bu1 my Lady Lawson says
it may sometimes be necessary, and thai Sir Winifred had
not now been .dive, if he had not done it." (V, L23

The Karl of Manchkstkh to .Mvnniw PRIOR.

L699, Dec. 5. X.S. Paris. I could wish this Courl was
so well inclined as to tyrant any favour in relation t<> the

French Protestants, bu1 at present I cannot see any incli-

nation: neither on | hope ever to have such oredil with
Mons. de Torcy as on my own account to persuade him

;
it at

any time I do find a probability, I shall not fail I

*Ci- Man I nuary 13th and 16th [N.8.] 1"

infra).
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desired. T have not made all my visits of ceremony, and
this day 1 am going to the Arsenal, so you must excuse me
to my Lord Jersey, having also nothing to acquaint him
with. K[ing] Jfamcs] continues still ill; his distemper is

boils in his backside ; I do not hear there is much danger,

unless it should turn to a fistula ; in a little time you shall

hear more. I understand Mons. de Tallard could not be so

soon with you as he intended by reason the wind continued

some days against him, which obliged him to stay at Calais.
" I am glad to hear our proceeding was approved, and am

impatient to know the success of that matter ; though it may
be T shall hear it first from Mons. de Torcy. I was sorry

to find by yours of the 13th that you was not well, but your
last of the 16th November shows me the contrary ; none can
wish more your health and welfare than him [sic] who is, etc."

Postscript.— li
I desire to know what method I am to take

about the ninety louis (Tors.
" The enclosed for the King comes from Spain." (V. 124.)

Abraham Stanyan to Matthew Prior.

1099, Dec. 5. [N.S.] Paris.
—"Just after the letters of

last post went away I received (according to custom) yours

of the 16th past with several enclosed, which I have taken

care to dispose of according to your directions. One of the

two to Dr. English I have given to Dr. Sherard, who will send

it to Lyons, the other I keep by me till he comes. Mons. de

Villeroy is gone to his government of Lyons, but care is taken

to send the letter after him. I think I told you in my last

that Col. Stanhope was gone to Bordeaux to meet his father.

Before he went it seems he bought Frowd's coach and horses

for a hundred pounds, payable by my Lord Tavistock, who
l<»t that money to Stanhope at play.

" King James certainly continues very ill, though his Court

endeavours to hide it as much as possible ; they say he has

got a carbuncle near his fundament, very like the plague. I

have not been able to see anybody yet that ought to give

me an account of this matter, but the French Ministers think

him in danger. Lord Tavistock and Mr. Mansell set out from
hence on Tuesday next, but I don't know of anything you
want that I can take that opportunity of sending you."

(V. 125.)

Abraham Stanyan to Matthew Prior.

1699, Dec. 9. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" I have received yours of the

20th past, and am sorry to find by it that you are not

yel in ;i condition of writing yourself, but I hope your
machine will quickly mend, though your indisposition suggests

some melancholy thoughts to you. Mv Lord bids me tell you
he has yours of tin- same date, and has given orders for sup-

plying you with venison. 1 writ you a line last night to serve

as a cover to a packet from VAmy de la confidente, which I



recommended fco Mr Mtensell'a oare, who has promised me to
deliver it into your hand lie arrives. I don'1 I

whether you gave an\ NTevi Year's rifts to the officers of the
Court lasl year; ii you did, praj lei Mr. Drift Bend i

list of them, that I may govern mysell according]
'This King is mm actually mas i

" m of ten men
in every company of foot, and five of every troop oi ;

ami dragoons throughout the Irmy, except the dear Hi

hold, \\ hich w ill lessen Ins i ml men
Tlio like reform in the Fleet is talked of, particular^ among
the secretaries and civil officers of it, which is a very ill

precedent, and ought to I"- discouraged, for sure the D
never yet heard of a reformed secretary.

I suppose you remember that one Count Bozelli, an Italian

ruffian, was put in the Bastille last year upon suspicion of

having a design to poison our King; I am told he is now
Bending a gentleman into England to vindicate his innoct

that the Duke of Mantua and the Elector of Bavaria have
granted him letters to His Majesty for that purpose, and
that he is soliciting Mons. Torcy for another from nence, which,
it is said, he has obtained a promise of. I don't know who
this gentleman is that is going, nor his master's case ; the
former I shall know in few day-, and the latter I presume you
are no stranger to.

' The Emperor's Envoy here had yesterday an audience ol

th< King about the restitution of Brissac, who told him thai

the bridge was now almost destroyed, and assured him that

the town should be restored in a fortnight's time at furthest
;

we cannot help believing him this time.

"Mr. Howard and Col. Frowd had a quarrel t'other night

at my lodgings about drinking upon then toes, wherein
the Colonel was egregiously in the wrong, Baying some words
which the other had reason to take ill. which included my
Lord Tavistock also. They both went away immediately and
sent the Colonel a challenge to meet them at Mons with his

friend.

"We not notice of the matter and acquainted my Lord
Ambassador with it. who sent for them all, and made up the

matter, the Colonel being reasonable enough to own he wa-
in the wrong, and declared he did not design to affront them
In the meantime I lose m\ evening's diversion, which the

Colonel cannot easily repair."

Postscript, "I had almost forgot to tell you i (
i

I I aend

you l-\ m\ Lord's direction Bourg'a [nt< ry, which he

got yesterday of Mons Torcy. Now we hav< ii we don't know
what us.- to make of it. and therefore my Lord desires you
would.-how it to mj Lord .In .-\ thai His Lordship may send

such further directions upon it as he thinks tit You know
the matter was begun before my time, so I am wholly as!

to the proceedings againsl this fellow, bul m\ Lord supp
you ma\ remember them." (V. 126).
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Tbe Earl of Manchester to the Earl of Jersey.

1699, Dec. 13-23. Paris.
—"I was this day with Mons.

de Torcy, where after I had discoursed him of some matters

that are still depending, particularly the ship taken on the

coast of Guinea, also the officer of the Customs that they

have imprisoned at Cherbourg ; which he assured me he had

pressed Mons. Pontchartrain, who promised him he would
return the answers, so that I might have them the next week.

Mons. de Torcy said he had orders from the King to acquaint

me that the payment which was agreed to in relation to Hudson
Bay, or as they call it, Fort Bourbon, was not yet complied

with, that he desired I would take some care in that matter.

I desire Your Lordship will represent it to His Majesty and
do what you can in it, since it may otherwise have that con-

sequence that when the next payment comes due on the

account of Orange, they will have that pretence to delay

it : besides there is reason to believe the parties concerned

will petition this King to be paid out of that money, which

I think should be prevented. Mons. de Torcy took notice also

that the affair of Spain was still depending and not agreed to,

which might be a great prejudice to this King, since they had
now a good opportunity of acting matters to their advantage,

the Queen of Spain being dissatisfied with the Court of Vienna
;

he did not mention the occasion, but I imagine it is some-
thing in relation to the Countess of Berlips,* which they have
denied her : all I said [was] that I was assured that the King
my Master would contribute all he could to bring that matter

to' a good conclusion ; he answered that the King was fully

satisfied of it.

" Count Zinzendorf had an audience of the King this day,

having just received a courier with the news that the Queen
of the Romans was brought to bed of a daughter. The
King told him, as he says, in a very obliging manner, that he

had given orders to Mons. de Villars to take his audience of

the Archduke in the manner the Emperor should think fit, so

that at present this Court seems desirous to oblige the

Emperor as much as they can. I have had no intelligence of

late from St. Germains, because the late King's illness put

a stop to all business there ; he is now pretty well recovered,

dines in public, so that, though he looks thin and wasted, yet

the}' think his life is quite out of danger. The Irish forces

were designed to be comprehended in this general reform,

but [King] J[ames] having represented to the French Court

that they were unfortunate people that could not return

to their own country, that they had served well in the war,

and would be more useful than any others, whenever they

had any design upon England : these reasons and his request

to the French King prevailed with him to let them continue

as they were ; and accordingly he sent Mons. Barbesieux

* Cf. Grimblot, Letters ..l William III. and Louis XIV. ii. 385, footnote an I

Archives Biplomatiques- Recueii des Instructions. Espagne, i. 472.



last nighl to K[ing] Jfamee] to acquainl him with thai

resolution.

"Mr. Prior may remember thai I talked to him when he

was here lasl about taking up one Claude, a Frenchmai
he Bays he is, \\li<» served the late Lord Brudenell, In order

to exchange him for Arnold, or Pierre Perault. It 5four Lord
ship be ol 1l1.1i mind, I am told he nighl at

the Dog Tavern hi Drury Lane; and Couchman tlie messenger
will be a proper person to apprehend him, because he

acquainted with him al Paris This Claude was much al

St. Germaina whilsl he stayed here: and endeavoured to

have seduced Beveral English thither; l>m the besi n

for seizing him is for having attended on Richardson, one of

the assassinators, while he was concealed in tin late Lord

Brudenell's house, which, I am told, he I of when he

was here last. Baylej does give me great hopes that the person

doni il s'ogii [Bryerlj |* will '_ro for England bu1 he musl firsl

send awa\ his wife and children. I shall take all il

can in thai mailer. I am told thai Lord Bernard, who is w<>\\

at Montpellier, keeps a correspondence with the Courl of St.

Germaina by the means of Sir William Ellis, who has shown
several letters from him, and, I am assured, ha* writ back to

my Lord. This will be delivered safe into 5Tour Lordship's

hands by Col. Richards. I am sorry you have had the gout,

I hope it is now over.

Postscript. -"
I have received your lasl ol I tecember the 4th."

(V. 128.)

Abraham Stanyan to Matthew Prior.

1699, Dec. 23. [N.S.] Paris. " We wen
Versailles, bu1 were put off till nexl Tuesday for an

to our matters depending. Lady Calverley and her pretty

daughter, Mrs. Sherrard, arrived here on Saturday nighl

in their \\.t> only to Montpellier, whithei they intend

to be -join- in ten days' time. Frowd and his spouse ael ou1

to-morrow heartily tired of this place. The words thai he

offended Lord Tavistock and Mr. Howard with are thest

I'l their saying if he did not drink the glass of wine upon

hi- toe ihe\ would go away, he replied in an angry grinning

manner, rising from his chair withoul my provocation, thai

they mighl both go, he did not care a tura, and would no1

drink it. So you see 'twas only the mannei of speaking

that could give offence I have lately received a letter from

Mr. Tonson, bu1 he says nothing in it of his design for Virgil .

however, I will go to Bologne this aften n and talk with him

aboul i> and in mj waj i all upon Rigaull and I. \< illiere,

gning to dedicate this whole evening to painting and

brass simp-. I have had a misfortune in m\ poor coach

which will save vout reputation; m> unrulj horse in turning

kicked backward and broke one of my doors and the glass

'.;:, infra, and Cole, M
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in it all to pieces, so that it cannot last any longer
;
otherwise

you will say I might have used it for several years. In the

'meantime I am ruining myself to get another.
" Col. Stanhope and his father by computation were at

Bourdeaux five days together without hearing of each other,

so that the father is come hither without hearing of the son,

and it's believed the son is gone to Bayonne to meet his father.

If it had been husband and wife one would have sworn it

was done on purpose." (V. 129.)

Abraham Stanyan to Matthew Prior.

1699, Dec. 26. [N.S.] Paris.—" I have none of your

favours (I mean written ones) to acknowledge, which makes
me grieve heartily for want of venison, but if you think it

necessary to have a little wine to it, you know we are in the

country for it.

' He that gives me venison

Shall have God's benison,

But he that gives me venison and wine

Shall have God's benison and mine.'

These you know are the words of a great poet that loved

eating and drinking, I believe, better than you do.
" I have been with all the painters and am promised to have

your pictures in fifteen days' time, reckoning from yesterday.

Bologne has drawn the sketch, but is now altering Horace for

Virgil, and finding a place for iEneas. When he has done it,

I desire to know if I must pay him for it, and agree for the

design. You remember we reckoned the charge would be near

80/. sterling, and therefore I desire to have Mr. Tonson's positive

orders in the matter, having not had any signification of his

intentions from himself. I am very glad to find by my Lord

that you are preparing your poem for the press. I hope

Your Honour won't let so great an admirer of your works as

I am be long without one of them. I wish I could do you
justice in the French language, that the wits here may admire

your verse as well as your prose, but. alas a day ! I can't rhyme.

However, if you should upon any occasion use me ill, that

shall be my way of revenging myself upon you. In the mean-
time I think you must make your friend Ben Portlock translate

it into Latin verse.
" Would you do a body a real kindness ? If you would, you

must help an honest helpless brother of mine, whom I had
formerly occasion of recommending to you, to some clerk's

place in an office. Pray think of it, and do it with such a

charming grace that I may know nothing of it till it is done.

Such actions well become a great poetical soul. I have no

news to send you, but that an ox is roasting next door, of

which my Lady, who is big with child, is to have the first

cut for fear she should long. We have heard of a Lady that

longed for a bull, but never anv for an ox, I presume."

(V. 130.)
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Abraham Siavvan to Mattiikw Pbiob.

1699, Deo. 30. [N.S.] Park I bave yours ol the I lth
inst., and have done what you require of me in it, I suppose
you will laugh .it tin marriage between Mar - ana the
Princess of Conti, I. ut 'tie rery true thai rach a letter is oome
It pleases her vanity \\ «l

I enough, though you wnTeasilj believe
it is not like to be a match, she being bo much better a
IS.

M\ Lord Manchester was yesterday with MLons Toroy, bul
cannot yet get any answer to bis memorials abort the II Uiam
and Jam taken on the coasts of Guinea,and Beale, the Custom
bouse officer, now prisoner a1 Cherbourg In talking with
Mon-. Salibai (?), one of Mons. Pontchartrain's
found thai the report of the Admiralty upon the former was
returned, and that it was to he laid before the King the first

Council day that should be appointed for examining p]
I discovered by him that they have no other reason to justify
the taking that ship hut by pretending that we have no right
of trading there. They say the Isle of <;oive and it- depen-
dencies was yielded to them by the Dutch at the Treaty oJ

Nimeghen, so that they reckon it now a- one of then Colonies
At the same time they tell you the King of that country i-

obliged by treaty to trade with them alone, exclusive ol all

others except the Portuguese, which destroys their pretence
to a colony by owning a King of the country, and grounding
their right of excluding us upon a treaty made with him.
Von will easily foresee this is like to he a pure chicanery .

however, since these are like to he the only arguments made
use of. my Lord Manchester desires you would inform yourself
from the persons concerned of the true state of this matter,
that he may be prepared to answer these trifling objections
when they are made. I have writ about it to one of the
proprietors of the ship, and desired him to wait on you with
such informations concerning our right to that trade as they
arc able to give you, which my Lord desires yon would -end
him as soon as you have them." (V. 131.)

The Earl of Man* hkstkk to the Kakl of Jbbssy.

[1699-] 1700, Jan. 13. [\.S.| Paris.—" Since mj last oi the
6th I am informed that 240 224 113 280 400 L06 240
152 727 (Major Samuel .Maxwell), a L340 887 946 960

|
Scot

.

went from hence) 713 511 120 3 370 (two days ago) for 276 it"

356 (Rouen) where one 323 332 II l 163 248 137 (Atburthnet*),
a 24] 113 34o 326 L30 (merchant) of the same oountrj
settled, who is to 116] 188 798 (provide him) a Tut (ship)

to carry 798 293 L982 L412 394 (him to Scotland directly).

When 217 502 198 1034 (he comes there). I am told 217 384
to 1388 1280 (he is to address himself) to the 1340 340 777
of 2071 at 194 356 332 113 830 (Scotch Karl of Gallwaj
Edinburgh), to whom, it's said, 217 1878 123 L466 127 ot

* Ooubtlosa a slip of the pen for Arbuthu<>t.
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2201 (he carries letters of consequence) from 280 642 130

1590 124 (St. Germains), and because it is thought that it

ma}T be much for His Majesty's service to have 798 1026 27

(him seized), I send Your Lordship the best 188 122 341 62

100 292 673 254 798 (description of him) I can get. 217
(He) is of about 1351 944 1056 121 254 903 (thirty-five years
of age), a very 393 286 157 290 73 74 660 (lustv tall man) with
a 1904 182 237 461 27 202 180 and 491 994" 216 382 (fresh-

coloured face and brown hair), but now 306 323 122 (wears)

a periwig. 217 1048 (He was) formerly an 356 282 50 87
(ensign) in the 1340 453 1270 124 (Scots Guards), and served
as such in 2063 (Flanders), but deserted about that time that
240 224 112 1750 272 80 280 158 (Major-General Ramsay)
got the regiment ; however, 'tis probable there are many
officers still in it who 810 798 (know him). Since 377 (his)

desertion, 217 (he) has served in the 1282 (Irish) forces 640
(here) ; but having been 273 622 80 28 1021 (reformed since)

the 844 (Peace) was willing to undertake 714 (this) piece of

1820 (service). Though I am told 217 272 62 73 28 (he railed)

publicly before 217 887 (he went) at the 1776 (late King) for

his ill 1192 824 (treatment) of him, he pretends to leave him
in great 507 500 712 137 (discontent), and to 1680 216 87 51

804 (venture hanging) in his own country rather than 1827
640 (starve here). I have already told Your Lordship that

one 342 323 70 a 1340 30 1006 (Clerk, a Scots priest,) who
went by 711 1148 (the name) 202 711 118 182 122 243 (of

Father Cosmo), was 437 4 468 (run away) from 960 (hence)

with some 1782 (money) of the 1776 123 (late King's), and
of several other persons to a 1402 1063 2161, since which I

hear that 217 384 370 131 (he is got) to 234 157 188 87 in

1598 1207 (Leyden in Holland, where), I presume, it may not
be difficult for his 1621 (Majesty) to get 798 1026 30 (him
seized) ; and I am of opinion it may be very much for his

1621 124 1820 (service), since it is certain that he had a great

442 487 (share) of the 1776 120 1721 (late King's confidence)

in several matters. I am in hopes he may be the more easy
in an 642 211 408 833 1083 803 (ingenuous confession), because
he can have no 362 112 711 118 680 440 354 of 168 298 90
290 211 (further prospect of advantage this way, after having)
340 34 327 194 (cheated) them so grossly ; at least when
he is 673 180 in 338 121 293 27 158 (once in custody), it will

be no hard matter to 357 293 118 133 454 456 453 (extort the
truth) from 798 (him). He is a very 290 73 74 453 643 660
817 301 280 50 30 a 796 276 660 407 281 (tall, thin man, long-

visaged, a high Roman nose) with a 1904 502 422 357 803 (fresh

complexion) which 'tis said here, he 260 642 291 33 (painted),

and about 1351 778 1056 128 834 (thirty-eight years old) :

I believe Mr. Prior has seen him and can 188 124*341 62 172

798 (describe him) more 357 744 394 (exactly).
" I have discovered a correspondence carried on between

one 240 224 112 332 112 113 94 144 128 (Major Burrows),
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wliu unit from 960 (hence) aboul 713 1300 122 (two months)
ago and ab « ondfed

|
in London and I

(Colonel Stow, one) of the H'.i 104 L22 642 198

I am told the former has a B46 (pension) of a 1830 236 1038

123 a L056 (il -and livres per annum) for writing I

(intelligence) to L943 (Lord nfelford) though 286 96 III

(Stow) receives them under 711 1148 (the name) of 680 L8

293 I L8 (Proi tor). They are 1412 194 1676 3 243 U0
h; l (directed thus) 680 L8 293 L18| Proctoi

I
340 37 L60 (c

243 U0 223 161 (Monsieur) 300 183 (Veard) 301 I

a 301 L23 280 642 130 L82 127 .'II 277 :: I 188 233 216 114

261 a L160 (vis St. Cosine Rue de la Harpe, a Pari I have
a copy [<>f| one of his Letters bj me, which contains no
matter more than virulent reflections; [ cannol Bend it lour
Lordship by the posl without hazarding the L346

of the L322 724 210 300 (person who gave) it me, bul I ~h.ll

do it by the first sale opporl unity. In the meantime I sup]

Y"our Lordship will think lit to send the L412 803 (directii

to the 263 286 L314 (Posl Office) thai all L456 120 283 284

423 122 34] 63 II 27 (letters so superscribed) maj be 286

41(3 136 (stopped) oral leasl 116 771 (opened). I'.\ what
112 L13 94 III L28 (Burrows) mentions in the L456 (letter)

'tis probable some of the messengers know him, which makes
me hope he may be discovered.

" There is likewise one 298 298 283 112 (Vavasor) an 327 293
114 248 158 (attorney)mentioned in ii as a very \ iolentJacobite,

under the 1 I 18 (name) of 203 370 (Fego), so called. I am told,

fromhisl27 130 667 804 (squinting). 286 96 144 (Stow) told 171

157 394 (Baily) at the same time that 202 71 I I 12 280 720 188

433 (Father Saunders) had ordered him to give him a

36 (note) of his 237 28 51 804 (lodging), because he believed

1 776 (King James) would shortly have 1634 622 798 (occasion

for him), adding thai he would 283 »i7.'! (soon) hear oi

1036 (something) thai would 280 Ml 842 798 (surprise him).

I have |
>< 1 1 B[aily] upon finding oul what was meant by thai

dark expression, hut as yei he ean make nothing of it.

B[aily] tells me that 491 150 197 :S'.M (Bryerly) has obtained
77s 158 236 L038 123 (eightj Uvrea) tor his part of the L166

120 17*2 (Tope's money), and—which is more—1776 122'.»77

(the late King's leave) to make sso of it in sending 6 168

(away) his 307 203 (wife) and 340 646 30 T.W 87 (child*

having represented to him that he could not 240 642 290 642

1030 040 (maintain them here), bul that he ha. I a I'.M 1316

327 177 1 (brother a1 London) who had 680 W2 L30 (proffered)

to take 760 254 1030 (care of them), so that he i- resolved to

860 1030 4 4f»s (.-end them away) -..me time this week by

the 468 254 276 300 88 (way of Rouen), and to take the firsl

1694 (occasion) of 206 7»i 77 '.'if. I Hi sol L280 (following himself i.

1 intend very shortly to bring 71 I 1620 (this matter) to an 384

284 30 (issue) one 408 253 320 1310 (w.i\ or another) ;
at V

to be satisfied whether all that is told me about it he tnir>.
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B[aily] is to 911 (bring) 798 (him) to 1160 (Paris), and then 306

487,(we are) to find some 468 (way) of 331 3 390 (breaking)

the 1570 to 798 (design to him), in which I shall lose no time

nor spare any pains to make it succeed. I am told that

1944 (Lord Middleton) receives packets here under 714 1 138

(this address) a 243 410 223 461 234 1038 428 280 642 130

223 326 (.Monsieur L'evecque Saint Jean), Banquier a Paris.

I desire Your Lordship would please to give orders that all

1456 120 (letters) so directed be 416 774 (opened), that we
may discover what truth there is in the information.

" I was yesterday with Mons. de Torcy, and showed him

the Articles they had agreed on at Hamburgh in order to

prevent a war in those parts. He said that he had not yet

received them, nor none of the Ministers, but thought it

was right what they had done. I do not doubt but Your
Lordship has them before now from Mr. Crescett, yet never-

theless I send them enclosed in this.

" King James is rather worse.
" I had forgot to tell Your Lordship Mons. Wryberg did

execute the orders he had received concerning Neuchastell,

who will send an account of what passed." (VI. 3.)

The Earl of Manchester to the Earl of Jersey.

[1699-] 1700, Jan. 15. [N.S.] Paris.—" I should not have

given Your Lordship nor myself so much trouble in my last

of the 13th. inst. had I foreseen this opportunity of writing

so soon by the son of the Dean of York ; nor did I believe it

worth an express ; though I cannot tell but some use may
be made. The enclosed is the letter I mentioned from one

Major Burrowes to Stow, one of the assassins, who is in the

faction of Lord Melford. The true name of Fego is Vavasour,

an attorney ; F.S. means Father Saunders ; Lewis is the

person that brought these horses into France, who formerly

belonged to Lord Feversham. It may be proper to open at

the Post Office all the letters that come with either of these

directions ; which may give you some light into matters here
;

but to tell you plainly my thoughts, I cannot think there is

any method taken now at St. Germains ; the late King being

so ill that he cannot last long. I find most of that opinion
;

nevertheless, I was glad to hear the King had ordered a pro-

clamation in Scotland, since it is there where they expect most

good. It is said now at St. Germains that there is a rising

in Scotland, and that they have declared themselves for a

Free State, which I am far from believing, only it shows

where their thoughts are. Major Samuel Maxwell is certainly

gone thither with some directions. They had that confidence

in Cosmo, alias Clark, that the Duke of Berwick lent him his

calesh, thinking he would return the same day, but he went

with it to Leyden ; and since they hear he is at Amsterdam.
He knows the whole proceeding of that Court, so that if he could
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'"' taken be would soon confess all he knows, then beta
prospect for bim to return hither,

"Tfooth] tells me that Major Richard Bozier who lives al the
upper end of II* «l Lion Street, and frequent* the Bi I ivern
in Holborn, near Bloom8bury Square, with one Mr Fleetwood
who keeps bim company, were concerned in sending G Iman
u\\a\ as Obryan kno -***

Mr. Minnis. who went from hence in Vugu i hi corres
ponds with Lord Middleton, a al o one Netterville. I believe
Mr Prior knows them both.

I take all the care I can to kno\* the steps ol those fellows
that were in the assassination . thej do not appear in public,
as they did when I rain-' first . I cannot see any kind i

but from such villains. Father Saunders' expression to
Stow, that King James would shortly have occasion for bim,
I do not like. Whenever anj of them are missing I will give
X"our Lordship notice, though I hope none is admitted near
the King but such as are known.

I have received Your Lordship's oi December 28th with
orders to concert with Mons. Vryberg concerning Neu hatell

;

the letter be had the post before did mention thai I should
have such directions; and as the case si I with Madame
de Nemours, we took the first opportunity ol doing it. Mons
Vryberg has sent the account of what passed to Efts Majesty

;

we are of opinion, nevertheless, that the next time I see Mons.
de Tony. I should let him know. I had also received the same
orders, and so leave it. Madame de Nemours is resolved
noi to revoke her Governor, and is preparing I i go to her
house, fourteen leagues from Paris in pursuance to the orders
she has received: I could wish something could be done
for her, though I cannot sec how well the King can coiii.mii

himself in that affair." (VI. 5.)

Matthew Priob to Abraham Stanyan.
1699-1700, Jan. 8[-19]. Whitehall. " On Saturday morn-

ing we had three posts from France, the 2nd, 6th, and
'.tth. and yesterday we had a fourth of the 13th. I am looking
over all these from you, and I think I have little more to do
than to acknowledge them

"I hope you have all the pictures by this time in youi
own hands

;
here are my vera s, which, let me tell you, e\

body here says an- admirable. Davenant's hook is highly
saucy, hut I think it has done no real mischief, to our friend

in particular, though m general it was and is a hint to Bhew
everybody where they should be angrj

I bear nothing of young Davenant'e marriage, but I know
him so well that I expect the worst things of that kind from
his conduct.

"As good verses might have keen made by a true Maroquin
as those you sent me. I thank you for them, however, -mee.

if you had had better I presume you would have been equally
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liberal of them ; I had them, too, from Abbe du Bois, from

whence I infer that he thought them good. Pray send me
Jonathan as soon as he is printed, and indeed all dramatic

poetry. Pray ask me for no more poetry either sublime or

burlesque, for henceforth I will write no more verses.

Exceptions to the foregoing rule :

—
" To-morroAv night Batterton acts Falstaff, and to encourage

that poor house the Kit Katters have taken one side-box, and
the Knights of the Toast have taken the other. We have
made up a Prologue for Sir John in favour of eating and
drinking, and to rally your toasts, and I have on this occasion

four lines upon Jacob. We will send you the whole Prologue

when we have it together.
" N.B.—My Lord Dorset is at the head of us, and Lord

Carbury is general of the enemy's forces, and that we dine at

my Lord Dorset's, and go from thence in a body. How my
health will answer to this, if you should ask, since I came
from the Gravelpits but on Saturday, I answer that I only sit

down to table when the dessert comes, eat nothing but roasted

apples, and drink sack and water.

I will think of the books, and of everything else in which

I may serve my Lord Manchester, as soon as my health lets

me tumble a little more freely amongst my papers than I

can do at present.
" The Savoy Ambassador makes his entry to-day, as Mr.

Yard will tell you more at large in the Gazette next Thursday
;

this is a return, or, as we call it, an equivalent for what you
say of the Portugal Ambassador having a mind to make his

exit." Copy. (XII. 386-7.)

Matthew Prior to Dr. [Humphrey] Cower, Master of St.

John's College, Cambridge.

[1699-] 1700, Jan. 9[-20]. Whitehall.
—

" [ will not so much as

endeavour to make any excuse for my long absence from

the College ; it is easier to confess the fault and throw myself

wholly upon your goodness. I have long intended to come in

person to Cambridge to ask your pardon there, but since my
return to England a very ill state of health and a very great

deal of business have withheld me. I hope, however, in some
time to beg a week or ten days to wait on you and to assure

you that, as I have great obligations to the College, and most
particularly to the master of it, so I shall always endeavour

to shew myself not wholly unworthy of them by bearing an

entire affection to the society, and a very true respect to him
who governs it. Your pupil, my Lord Jersey, has been pleased

to accept of me in his office, from which place I ought rather

to send you good prose than indifferent verse. I will promise

you that this is the only folly of this kind that you shall ever

have from me, and that I am a little ashamed of playing the

child at thirty-three, though my friends at Co[urt] buoy me
up (too partially, I am afraid) in the frolic ; whatever I write,
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< .1 right to it. and in what condition I am

you must command me." Copy, (XII 390.)

M l \K IB \M" M .

The letter ol I he 81 It Januarj dire* ted to Mon l'l

le Joun [sic], Banquiei a Paris contains in substaTnce thai I

Bazil [Hamilton] was here nol admitted to be the King thai

in Scotland they 3aid no Darien.no K[ing W[iUiana

the petition of Scotland d bj Beventj thou* ind band

thai my Lord Queenborough and .ill the greal men there

bave Bel their bearl upon Darien. ' Orpin will com* <>tj with

a scratched faa at thi end, Isay 1

. and in anothei p Orpin

courts oil parties, loves cordially no party, sneaks and
Why does not Counl Tallard press Q[ueen] Mfary's] 50,000

pounds?' The real was upon several head* ol tiewe thai

occurred bere ; and it concluded with the author'f being

sincerely, faithfully and cordially servant to the mastei and

mistress." Copy. (XII. 391.)

Abraham Stanyan to Matthew Prior.

[1699-]1700, Jan. 20. [N.S.] Paris. "I received thelasl poel

two letters from you of the ls1 inst., one aboul the i

gance of my extraordinaries, and the other aboul Dr. English :

as to the former, all I can Bay to it is thai since my bill

thought too large, I shall mend nerl time, though 'twill go

much against the grain till I obtain the bounty money. A

for the latter, I don't know what's become of him. thi

no news of him either a1 Lyons or here. The Savoy

Ambassador's entry differed from ours, and. which is worse,

from that of Venice in two essential points, first, that Mons.

Torcy's coach did not assist at it, because the Ambassador
was not willing it should go before his. and be would not

let it uo after: therefore it did not go at all
;

and, Becondly,

that Breteuil's coach led the march, which is the point you
know they bave been so long labouring for. \- to that,

the \ml> i- ador 3aj - i1 wa done \<\ m p] i i and that he

knew nothing of it, which, if true, make- Breteuil a verj

samy fellow. However, the ministers here take jreal i

of these two marks of distinction between him and Venice,

at this time especially when the alliance gave them reason to

hope for more favour than oth<
•

I hear from Hume that my Ladj Salisbun i fallen sick

of the small |.o\ : what danger there is ol her life is no1

but I'm sure you'll agree with me there's none ot hei beauty."

"We have had scarce any new I ks or plays -inc.-

went. There is published a little hook called a
k Sufo des

Mceurs dt a Slide,' by Bruyere, which I believe may ho

genuine; if you have a mind to have it. you -hall. De la

Fausse [sic., I.e., Antoine de Lafosse], the author ol Mai

who. I think, is known to you. has lately written a plaj .ailed

Theste, which has been acted Beveral times with greal appla
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I have not yet seen it
;
when 'tis printed I will send it you.

Mons. Rousseau is very much your servant, and desires me
to tell you so." (VI. 6.)

Abraham Stanyan to Matthew Prior.

[1699-] 1700, Jan. 23. [N.S.] Paris.—" My Lord Manchester
bids me tell you he was in hopes you would have sent him
your verses [Carmen Seculare] which came out on New Year's

Day, since you cannot but know he longs to see them, as

well as the long-expected catalogue.
" The Court of St. Germains is very intent upon those little

heats that have lately broke out in Scotland, and do all they
can, you may be sure, to foment them, looking upon this as

the last push they shall have for recovering their lost game,
but I doubt not His Majesty's prudence will easily disappoint

their expectations. But what sounds foolish enough is that

the late King cannot help owning he is jealous of a certain

Duke [Hamilton] there, who is very busy, and believes he is

carrying on designs for his own good rather than for that of St.

Germains ; insomuch that I have been told it has been debated
in his Council whether his party in that kingdom should act in

concert with the other, and at last it was resolved that the

more disturbance there was 'twould be the better for him.

We have various reports about it, and therefore my Lord
desires you would send him word whether Lord Bazill Hamilton
has presented any address to the King about the Scotch
affairs, whether he offered any and was refused, or whether
he has any to present, and likewise that you would let him
know what effect the King's proclamation in that kingdom
has had, or whether they still go on in their tumultuary way
of petitioning." (VI. 7.)

The Earl of Manchester to the Earl of Jersey.

[1699-J1700, Feb. 10. [N.S.] Paris.—" Upon the receipt of

Your Lordship's letter of the 25th past,* I ordered Mr. Stanyan
to discourse B[ryerly] upon the two points contained in your
answer ; viz., what service in particular he was able to do, and
what reward he expected for it ; which he accordingly has done,

but not with an entire satisfaction, several hours being spent
in disputing before B. would answer either of these questions,

still pretending very unreasonably that we were to tell him
what service was expected from him, and then the King
might best judge what it deserved ; nor would he at last

declare any points in particular wherein he could be useful,

but said he would answer in general terms to any questions

that should be asked him ; and because I had foreseen by
the last meeting he might still make the same difficulty of

discovering anything till the agreement was made, I gave
Mr. Stanyan some interrogatories which I had received from

* C'/. Oolc, Memoirs of Affairs of Stale, p. 101.



Bally, and which he questioned him about tA last, finding he
would say nothing of himself. I send Your Lordship end
a copy of them with his genera] answers to most of them;
he added thai he oould do Bervioe in several other matters
not contained therein, and would rery heartily do it when In-

had once given his word, bul the reason whj he^nsisted upon
knowing what Bervioe in particular was reqtrired ol him
the fear he had of being neglected when our Court had no
longer occasion for him under pretence thai he had not per-
formed what he promised nor discovered anything but what
wc knew ahvadv. and I am apl to believe thai may be the
true reason of his shyness.' The same reason makes him
insist upon fixing the gratuity he is to have for his pain
to which great endeavours were used to persuade him to
reter himself to the King's bounty, which would be greater
or less according to the service he did. your Lordship will

easily believe we did not forgel on one side t,, enlarge upon
the advantages of the King's pardon and liberty t<> hi- native
country after having so notoriously offended againsl both;
and on the other to set before his vie\* the long tram of miseries
he was to expeel here, that he and his family was n0V. left

to starve, and would !>< yet in a worse condition it the late
King should die; which 'twas probable he would m a Bhorl
time ; that he was forbid to come into his presence . .

.'*

Fragment endorsed :—Answered Feb. 15, I7<"i. (VI. 10.)

The Earl of Manchester to the Eari of Jersei
[1699-] 1700, Feb. i't. [N.S.] Paris.—" The last I received

from Your Lordship was February 5th; as to la pei

dont il s'agit mine of the Kith has given some satisfaction,

1 hope. What you write concerning 66] 273 (Mayre)"f 1 have
discoursed Bayly, hut cannot give Your Lordship anj furthei
light than what I have already done, only it is certain he
knows all the intrigues of thai Duke

|
Hamilton], I am assured

that 274 340 483 283 87 837 of the 164 280 121 122 642 198
(Richardson, : of the assassins | described in the 680 342 t

240 1350 887 946 960 (proclamation, went from hence) three
days ago to 630 <il7 (Ghent). His business is to settle Borne
accounts with one 272 158 (Ray), an 1576 660 (Englishman)
who has set up a Borl ol 240 t"^ 202 18 294
216 296 (manufacture of hats), and has lived there evei Bince
he 4'.H 96 l':;<» L162 (broke prison) mi 1577 (England), n
he was clapt up lor ~^1 l!»7 203 386 B04 357 340 ':'• 20
113 173 73 74 L22 (counterfeiting Exchequer Bills) I am told

he will stay there three weeks, and maj easilj be found with
that man in case Hi- Majesty please- to have him 1026 27
(seized). Some day- ago weni from hence t"i England one
276 8S0 (Rouse), w ho formerly rode in the Lite King's < luards
but'has of late been employed as a m

;
he is oi a little

stature, rather thin than fat, of a fresh complexion -ml dark

t Ci il<- pp. 96, 100,
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brown hair, aged about thirty-eight ; one 260 112 432 (Parry)

set out at the same time ; he is of a fair complexion marked with
the small-pox, a little man, full bodied, and aged about 43

;

he was formerly a servant of the late 1781 254 263 367 127

(Marquis of Powis), but now 306 323 120 (wears a) 657 432

(livery) of the 1776 (late King). 356 250 124 (Ennis), whom
[sic] I former!}' told Your Lordship was come hither from 927

216 242 73 293 88 (Duke Hamilton), is gone back again to

1082 (Scotland), as 'tis thought by the 468 (way) of 1577

(England). About a fortnight ago forty-two Irish officers were
broke upon pretence of their having been absent from their

regiments, though they were reformed before ; it is said they

have thoughts of going to Scotland, in case there be any
likelihood of disturbances in that kingdom. I have enclosed

the answers concerning some matters that were still depending,

and Your Lordship will find they are much readier than for-

merly to do us justice. By the next post I shall send that

of the Guinea ship, which, I find already, will consist of such

reasons that cannot be allowed. I hope the main point will

be that we have no right to trade in those parts ; we are to

deal with an African Company where some of the greatest

men are concerned, and it is their interest to have the ship

condemned as lawful prize." (VI. 13.)

Johnt Macky to the [Earl of Jersey].

1699-1700, March 12[-23]. Dover.—" Your Lordship
desires to know who this Mr. Nosworthy, alias Powel, is

;

he married in King Charles's reign a daughter of Serjeant

Maynard's, the great lawyer, and at that time was one of

the great sticklers against the Court, but having a trial at

law with Sir William Basset for an estate of twelve hundred
pounds a year, he turned Papist in King James's reign, and
by that means obtained his cause. He went to France with

King James, and hath been ever since a great man with him,

and indeed esteemed one of the best heads about him ; he
was always a great man with Melford, and stuck close to his

party to the last, but my Lord Midletone and others having
the better of that party at St. Germains they have thrown
him out, and for that reason he hath left Paris with a design

to come to England if he can. He is now at Boulogne, and
Browne is gone thither to be with him, who will certainly give

us an account of his motions. Your Lordship may remember
that, when i was last in town, you told me that you had advice

that this Nosworthy had left St. Germains with a design to

come for England, and you was then pleased to order me
to write down immediately to this coast to observe him if

he landed. If Your Lordship pleases to look over that letter

which you received from Paris last January, perhaps it informs

Your Lordship more particularly about him.
" All the priests and other disaffected people go now most

frequently in one William Reid's ships that goes constantly



betwixt London and Dunkirk, and is wrv well known at the
Custom house in London. Tin- Reid burned Papist some
few months ago al St. Omer, and is now chiefly entrusted
as Browne informs me. I have therefore ordered Browne
to be as frequently al I tunkirk ae at Calais, and although there
is no greal danger to be apprehended Eronv*4hose people,
yet 1 believe your Lordship will be pleased to Know what
they do. ami who goes backwards and forwards ' A'

The Eabl "i Manchester to the Eahx oi Jersey,
17<>o. April 17. [N.S.] Paris. "The reason I did not write

the Last post Mr. Prior will have acquainted Your Lordship ;

there is little alteration in 1 he affairs here, only that

Palmequist has had a private audience <.f the King, wherein
he delivered a Letter from the King his Master and at the
same time, as his orders were, did acquaint this KinLr of what
had passed in relation to the King of Poland, and did demand
his assistance as guarantee and mediator ot tin- Treats ot

Oliva. I find la- also assured the French King that the

Treaty of Alliance which Sweden had lately made with
England and Holland, there was nothing therein contained
contrary to his interest, that it was not yet ratified, and he
supposed that His Majesty would also be informed of n The
French King's answer was that he believed he was already
acquainted what steps he had taken, that his Ministei in

Pologne had orders to do all the good offices that were
possible to bring matters to a good understanding

;
that

he might assure his Master he would contribute all he could
t . the quiet and peace of Europe; that since he had assured
him there was nothing contrary to his interests in the last

alliance his Master had lately contracted, he would believe
it, though he should he able to judge better when he -aw
it. This account I had from himself, and he i- ot the same
opinion as I am, there is little to he expected from this Court
further than good offices.

"I am told, though Mons. de Torcy did not acquaint me of

it, that the King of Pologne has engaged t.» this King not

to assi.-t nor concern himself with the town of Dantzic in an\

thing that may happen between France and them ; tin-. I find,

was also an inducement thai made Mons. du Heron !»• ent.

I suppose they will expect some submission from tip m, a- also

I hear they pretend to Bupport their Ambassador at the Porte
even bo far. it there he occasion, to declare wai against the
Turks if so. I think it will he pushing tin- matter \<i\ fai

with the loss ot their trade
;

which France i annol well n]

having at present little elsewhere. It u certain the} are

fitting out -i\ great men-of-war at Toulon. Mon Spanheim
seems verj uneasy that it should !>' thoughl in England,
as he -ays it is. that the Elector ot Brandenburg p M
was not as zealous as any other to prevent
parts, and used several arguments to m< that th<
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could not do otherwise than what he has done, that he had
writ very pressingly to the King of Denmark, and also to

the King of Pologne, that he had refused him any assistance

of his troops, which he desired of him, that by all the advices

he had from Berlin he was satisfied the Elector desired

nothing more than to act to the liking of the King, and hoped
I would take notice of it when I writ next. I told him I

would not fail, and that I did imagine there was the same good
understanding as ever between the King and the Elector,

that, as he knew very well, the reports we have had here

that the King of Pologne had taken his measures with the

Elector, etc., though we have now reason to believe the

contrary, so these things may have made some impression

in England, though I could not tell they had ; besides the

Elector not having thought fit to declare himself so fully as

the guarantees have done may have given some grounds for

these suspicions ; he owned what I said was true,, but said,

as the Emperor was also mediator, it was not proper for him
to declare himself more fully till the Emperor had done it

;

besides, the situation the Elector was in obliged him to be
more cautious than others, not knowing as yet the resolutions

Pologne would take, which made it more necessary for him
to be on his own guard. The Countess of Berlips is soon

expected here, Mons. de Torcy having dispatched the passes

and sent them to meet her on the way ; Mons. de Zinzendorf

would have taken care of them, but they chose rather to do
it themselves in order to oblige her the more.

" I must beg the favour of Your Lordship if you think it

not too much presumption to assure His Majesty of my most
humble duty and the great obligation it would be if the King
would do me the favour to christen my son ; if I have it, the

Duke of Grafton will be the other with my Lady Sunderland
;

I hope Your Lordship will pardon this." (VI. 22.)

John Maoky to the Earl of Jersey.

1700, April 9[- 20]. Dover.
—

" Browne is returned to

Dunkirk from Bruges, and writes me a confused letter referring

me to a former which never came to my hands. He says

in this that my Lord Kildare keeps open house for all the Irish,

and that Mr. Rookwood, a Suffolk gentleman, and Mr.

Apleby, a Yorkshire gentleman, with several others live with

him at Bruges ; that my Lord Ailesbury is married to a lady

of that country, and that they are very glad that Obryan
proves stiff.

" He also tells me that Bayly, King James's poulterer,

landed at Dunkirk with Mr. Rotier, the engraver, and George

Ward, the attorney, that the two former are gone forward

to St. Germains, and the^ other with Mayres and Crichton

(confessor to the English nuns at Dunkirk) are gone to St. Omer.
This Bayly, the poulterer, was sent over from St. Germains

about three months ago ; some of his messages fell into Mr.
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Secretary Vernon's hands, and a letter from sir- William Ellis to
him (desiring him to make ha te bach bo soon ai I! could
dispatch him, for it wa of coi equence) was intercepted, and
we have had people Looking oul for him all over this (

but Reid and Gallaway carry all tl people immediately
from London. Ward is he thai solicited ?qiie«.Lordship l>v

Harry Killigrew for a pardon for killing a man, and
Peters that went over with him is brother, as Browne
to Father Peters.

"Bayly came over in a boal from St. Valeries, which was
hired for him by Harry Griffin by King James's order, and
Reid is just now ready to Bail from Dunkirk to London.

"This, my Lord, is the substance of what Browne writes,

which I think myself obliged bo communicate to Your
Lordship." (VI. 19.)

The Earl of Manchester to the Ivvrl of Jbbsi

1700, April 21. [NT .S.] Paris.—" I am told that one Richard,
500 248 73 78 (Connel), brother <»!' him thai was seized at

237 93 (Loo) last year, who is now a Lieutenant in the
Regiment of Picardy, went from Dunkirk for England Borne
days ago, but does not yel himself [know] what he is to do
there, as he writ to his wife. I am likewise assured that
there went from hence for Rouen two days ago one 230 76
394 (Kelly), where is he to embark on board a Scotch ship
that is to land him at 234 62 453 (Leith) : he is said to carry
with him commissions and other papers of consequence, and
has the 216 18 294 273 128 (pictures) of the 1776 (late King)
and 2324 (Prince of Wales), which will be a mark to know him
by. 1134 390 286 673 (Lord Kingston) and one I l":; 868 197
233 87 200 (Captain Sutherland) both 1340 L23

out yesterday for Rouen, and are to go on board a Scotch
ship; the master's name is 34:5 171 I

•

". I 91 (Colebourne) ; the
ship's name I cannot learn; he has undertaken to land them
in some unsuspected place in 1982 (Scotland) and 'tis probable
230 76 394 (Kelly) may pass in the same vessel.

" I am positively told thai the I77»i (late King) has actually
273 242 133 137 194 (remitted) 713 1758 I 161 198

(two hundred thousand livres) to L982 (Scotland) but cannot
learn 673 721 80 711 17:? 7:5 7 s 124 (on whom the bills)

770 90 (drawn).

"As to la personne, I cannol hear of him, and Buppose he
may 1707 (abscond) anions the resi of the 341 .*U 111 (ci

upon a report Bpread here that L917 (His Majesty) is persuading
the 1743 761 (French Court) to L568 L03 leliver them
up): whether true or uo, 'tis certain they believe it. and
have orders from the I 7 7

«

', (late King) to 394 600 L80 ' :

(lie concealed), and for their encouragement each <>f th<-ir

846 121 (pensions) is 642 341 34 L64 28 (increased) 713 L758

(two hundred) and 1423 236 461 198 (fifty litres).

B—20
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" As to 372 166 34 (Grace) I shall send your Lordship some
account of him by the next post." (VI. 24.)

The Earl of Manchester to the Earl of Jersey.

1700. April 21. [N.S.] Paris.
—"Upon receiving Your

Lordshipf's] of April 1st O.S., I took occasion to discourse

further Mons. de Torcy concerning the affairs of the North,

where I acquainted him how well satisfied the King was with
the account 1 had given him, and that he did not doubt but
France would take such methods as were proper to prevent
those mischiefs. I then enlarged, as from myself, that it might
possible [sic] be, the reason why Denmark lias not agreed to

any accommodation is that they might still flatter themselves

that, since France had not declared against them as others

had seemed to do, they might possible [sic] at last be of their

side ; he repeated again the order the French King had given

his Ministers, &c, and that I might assure the King that

there should be no step taken without his knowledge, nor

any treaty whatsoever but with his approbation, and did

own, the true reason that made it not proper for this King
to declare against either Denmark or Pologne was that it

might have that consequence, when they found themselves

wholly abandoned, they would then make with the Emperor
what conditions he thought fit, which might in some measure
defeat what had lately passed, especially since most Princes

are to be included; and endeavours used accordingly : this

makes them more cautious, and I am apt to think the Court
of Vienna is of the same opinion, not to disoblige the King
of Pologne : time will show which way he inclines ; I rather

believe it will be to France. Mons. de Torcy told me that

England and Holland had pressed that France would send
a squadron to the Baltic, but said there were no occasion of

them, they being sufficient, besides not advisable at this juncture

for the reasons he had mentioned. I do find also by Mons.
Meyercroon that this Court will not contribute to the peace of

those parts otherwise than by good offices, though I do believe

Denmark has made them all the offers and promises that

were possible to engage them.

"I have again pressed Mons. de Torcy about the effects taken
by Du Bart on board the Dantzic ships ; he tells me that
that town is sending deputies hither, that, if I could get a
true state of those goods and also their value, care should
be taken of it

;
provided the deputies do own they did belong

to the English.

" I have had a good deal of trouble, but I think I have
prevented the son of Count Boselli's going for England.

" Mons. Palmequist has received orders to wait on me in

the manner I desire. I suppose Mr. Stanhope is to do the

same in Holland to the Swedish Ambassador." (VI. 25.)
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The Earl of Makghebtbb to Mviim.w Prior.

1700, April 28.
|
\.s.| Paris. "

I was rery glad to find by
yours of the llth thai the Parliament was up; if their pro-
ceedings are like to be the Bame, it must at last bring as Into
confusion; I should have answered yours concerning Mr.
Smith but that I was not come to anj resolution. I have
now fixed that matter with Mr Lewis, a relation of Mr. Stepney,
and who was with him all the time he was at Berlin : he is

one that I can i.!\ on, and know-, v.-iy well Paris and tl

sort of persons we are to deal with. I oannot but take it

extreme kind of you and return you many thanks. I hop.- I

shall hear from Lord Jersey the next posl . for we cannot ohristen
the child till 1 know."

Postscript.—-"Yesterday the Duchess of Berwick, newly
married, appeared at the toilette of Madame de Bourgogne
and dined at .Madame de Lude's. 1 was rery near her; you
see how the world goes; I have writ to Lord Jersey wl
know as yet of .Madame de Varennes." (VI. 27.)

The Earl of Manchester to Matthew Prior.

1700, May 5. [N.S.] Paris.—" The Court being at Marli,

Mons. de Torcy will not be at Paris till to-morrow, so you
must make my excuse to Lord Jersey that I do not write
this post. I am to tell you that my wife lays all the fault on
you that we have not yet heard if we may Lr ive the little one
the King's name, and without knowing positively, I dare
not venture. You see what you are like to bring on yourself,

so that at present you are a little out of favour ami will be
unless we do hear by the next letters. I shall do all 1 can
to serve the University, and shall take care about the Horace,
when I have it. Mr. Stanyan will acquaint you how that

matter stands, it being seized at Dieppe. 1 have not

for some time the Archbishop of Rheims, and I believe he is

gone to his diocese. 1 did imagine the King would not allow

anything in relation to another secretary, and did QOl intend
neither to desire it. You may think Mr. Lewis or any other
would be glad of it. and it has been their own doing, for two
or 300/. per annum more or Less will not make me uneasy.

I should think, as this will save the Kim: considerable,

it will be a reason for the Treasury to pay my allowance

as it comes due. I need not tell you I have any thou

of growing rich
;

it I do Dot make my circumstances si

hereafter is all I desire. To-morrow dine with me Beveral

of the great men of the Court, amongst them will be

the Mareehal Villei'oy
;

he will certainly ask after you, as

he often does. The little hope our friends at St. Germains
have is now in Scotland, and if that fails, all things will be

quiet till the next meeting of our Parliament. I Bhould

think [if] instead of a change in the Ministry we had a new

Parliament, it would be more for the Kin oe ; not

much good can be expected from a last session. We hear
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that the King intends" for Holland this summer, when it is

certain, pray let me know." (VI. 28.)

The Earl of Manchester to William III.

1700, May 5. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" The liberty I take is occa-

sioned by the Venetian Ambassador here, who in the name of

that Republic came to acquaint me in order to let Your

Majesty know that the great obligations they owed Your

Majesty and the desire to continue always in your good opinion

had made them appoint Mons. Mocenigo their Ambassador in

ordinary to reside in England, and that he was to set out

very soon ; he afterwards did insinuate as if that Republic

hoped Your Majesty would send also a minister there, and

said all that resided at Venice generally had the character

of Ambassador. The answer I made was that I would not

fail to let Your Majesty know what he told me by order of

the
75 Republic ; that I could not tell what your intentions

were ; neither did I remember any minister from England

that resided there ever had that character. I need not tell

Your Majesty on what principle that Republic acts. The
great esteem and veneration all Europe has for Your Majesty,

which, I must confess, they have been long finding out, and

the advantage they have received and may still at the Porte

makes them seek your protection. I beg leave to return my
most humble thanks for the honour I have lately received,

and as it is still a further mark of your favour, so I hope my
actions will never deserve the contrary, since I have no other

ambition than to study your service in all that lies in my
power, which I hope Your Majesty is satisfied of by my Lord

Jersey." (VI. 29.)

The Earl of Manchester to the Earl of Jersey.

1700, May 8. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" I have recommended to Mons.

de Torcy the affairs of the North, and have so fully discoursed

that matter that I cannot but think they are very sincere,

and will take the best measures they can to procure an agree-

ment ; that Mons. Chamilly had orders to make a new
proposal, viz., that neither side should erect any forts during

the Treaty of Pinnenberg, that all the troops should with-

draw only such a small number as was to be agreed on by
both parties ; and a time limited for the examination of the

case in question, and all sides to acquiesce in the determination ;

he could not tell whether this would be accepted, but that

he had declared to the Ministers of Denmark and Pologne

by the King's order they were not to expect any assistance

from hence, and that it was with much difficulty this King

did not declare against them, since by the Treaty of Oliva

and the instances and solicitations of others did [sic] in some

measure oblige him ; that he hoped they would consider

their own interest and contribute what they could to bring



matters to a good conclusion. He said also bJ

.Ministers bad the same orders. He did uot wonder ths

pressed him in this matter, since he i<>iin<l thai the K

had discoursed lions. Tallard about it
;

thai it w true

the Ministers <>t Denmark, etc, in all places did endeavour
to make it behoved thai this ('.hum u. * .veil plea

with what they did; bul did desire i would all such

suspicion, and assure the King that no treatj nor alliance

should be renewed with them till the Ibrth

were settled; that the reason they oould ao1 pr bher-

wise at present was the measures they were obliged to keep,

lest it should force them entirely into the Empei
which at this juncture might be of ill consequence. I did

also desire him to let me know when he would mention the

late Treaty* to the Emperor's Minister here, and what

measures they intended to take, thai I might ac1 co leto

them. He said he should not take notice of it to him bill I

day sevennigh* , that they should -end order to Mons. \

with a copy of the treaty to communicate it to the Emperor ;

and at the expiration of eight days afterwards, in case he

has no answer, to send back the courier, and to declare this

King will take it as a refusal ; that, lest, if it should so happen,

the Emperor might engage the Pope, the French Ambassador

there is to communicate it also, with a desire to have it kept

secret. They also think to do the same to the Republic of

Venice, and will impart it to their Ambassador here about

the same time he mentions it to the Emperor's Mini

As for Spain, they thought it not yet proper. they

should now soon see the success of this great affair ;
that the

King would have the honour of it; that the case was

extremely changed in two years; that the French K

had now all the obligation and interest to wish the welfare

and life of our King, assuring me the great concern he w as under

some time this winter, when they heard from M Hard

the King was a little indisposed. This, l take, is not unlikely,

it being plainly their interest, else I Bhould not easily be per-

suaded of their good intentions. 1 wish it .

I cannot yet learn whether the commander or any of those

persons that came from Cartagena are Btill at Paris; the

next post I hope I shall be able to give some account of

them.
"I have taken the liberty to write to the King, the

Venetian Ambassador having waited on me in the

the Republic to acquaint the King (with oomplim

that they had named .Mons. Mocenigo, ol grt tt d action

among them, their Ambassador to reside in E] that

he had orders to set out as soon as was possible, i find they

are in hopes the King will also send thither. 1 ha1 kken

this occasion to return my most humble thanks forth*

honour the King has done me. 1 tear to be too tedious ,

* J.t ., the lecond Partition Ti
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therefore~shall acquaint Your Lordship another time what
further occurs." (VI. 30.)

The Earl of Manchester to Matthew Prior.

1700, May 8. [N.S.] Paris.
—"So soon as I received yours

from Hampton Court we christen the child ; so that matter

is over, but must tell you we was impatient to hear, for till

then you had not mentioned the King would let me have
that honour. I send Roger over with the sage femme. I

have writ to Lord Jersey, and, I suppose, there will be no
occasion to keep him long. I must tell you Mr. Stanyan
knows nothing of the great affair, nor that which relates to

444, 467, 62, 484, 196, 236, 120 [Sir William Ellis*] ; neither

is it convenient he should, for he always declined seeing him
on that subj ct, and would only trust the Church

" You talk of alterations in the Ministry ; I hope Lord
Chancellor will continue, though the usage he has met with

is no great encouragement. Brocard presses for money,
and I have let him have ten louis for the present. I do not

find he is very diligent, and it may be there is not much to

know." (VI. 32.)

Abraham Stanyan to Matthew Prior.

1700, May 18. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" Yesterday evening I

received yours of the 2nd inst. from Hampton Court about

your former commissions, and shall be careful of performing

them to your mind. As to the pictures, Rigault has almost

done 'em. And for the etched figures, when I have an answer

to my last, the Duke of Somerset shall soon be satisfied. I

will go this afternoon to La Garde, and take my judicious

friends with me to examine the brazen vases. I will likewise

do what I can to moderate the conditions the Abbe de

Brignon would impose upon you, which, I must confess, are

very hard in my opinion. I was promised to have the

answers of your letters to send by this post, but they are

not come.
" You gave me leave to assure Count St. Maurice some time

ago that you would write to him in a post or two, but have

not kept your word, which makes us both uneasy. I excuse

it as well as I can upon the present hurry I imagine you are

in ; however, I hope you don't forget him, nor my orders

to return home, which I am now ready for, and should be

glad to receive. The Countess d'Auvergne is now a better

Catholic than most of the new converts here, and has been

several times at Mass, which is all the news I have to send

you." (VI. 36.)

The Earl of Manchester to the Earl of Jersey.

1700, May 19. [N.S.] Paris.—" Yesterday Mons. de Torcy
acquainted the Emperor's Minister of the whole affair ; who

• CI. Cole, Memoirs of Affairs of Slate, pp. 111-112, 1 17, 121, 126, 128.
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seemed mightily surprised and complained much of the pro-

ceedings of our King, taking nut ire how many engagements
had been made between bis blaster and him ;

i<> winch M
de Torcy answered be thought be had no reason to complain,
after what bad passed on thai aubjeol at Vienna, and thai

tho Emperor baa been Informed of every thing that was now
agreed to, thai this matter was qo1 of a new nature. \,,\- that

there had been a secret treaty between the Emperor and
France concerning the succession of Spain in L668. When I

saw Mons. de Torcy, he told me all thai had passed, and I

glad to hear of this secret treaty being a good argument to

Mons. de Zinzendorf, as you will and afterwards. He soon took
notice of it to me and began much in the same m inner. I

told him I wondered to see him >«> much surprised, since

for some time he always assured me there was such a matter

in agitation, and that it was concluded; that if he would

consider a little, he would he then convinced that the King
had not only considered the interest of Europe, but that

in particular that of the Emperor, thai what might be \<m\

doubtful, and even not likely to obtain by a war might now

be secured, if they pleased. He said what faith could be

expected if the Pyrenean Treaty and the renunciation that

France made was not valid ? To which 1 answered that I did

believe the Emperor did not take it to be a full decision in

relation to Spain, else he would not have made a secret Treaty

with France in 1668, wherein he yielded much more, as I was

informed. I then proceeded to show him the situation ol

affairs, the power of France, the interest they had in Italy.

as also in Spain ; besides, what he had often told me he

feared the Spaniards would declare themselves for a Prince

of France, I was of opinion he would at last think this was

the only way to prevent it, and that they had it now in their

power. Upon the whole matter he seemed much otherwise

than at first, and begins to be satisfied the hang could not

obtain better conditions, and thinks the only difficulty that

will remain will be in relation to Milan, which I left him to

judge whether he thought the Princes of Italy would be eon

tented that either France or the Emperor was master there.

After this discourse be went again to Mons. de Torcy, and

d< sired a copy of the Treaty, whi< h be said be would send him,

and then made him some proposals as from himself, that be

might be better able to inform bis Master
;
which he after*

acquainted me with, which I send Your Lordship in his own

words as well as 1 can remember. He is now so apprehensive

Lest Spam should declare themselves for France, as you will

see by the questions be asked Mons. de Torcy, that be will do

what he can, and it is thought here be is well with the

Emperor. He sends this daj an express to Vienna, and I

think to Count Harrach in Spain, as also -Iocs the Spanish

Ambassador, who[m] Mons.de Torcy has acquainted and has

given him a copy of the Treaty ; he only said that it was a
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matter above his understanding, but would not fail to inform

the King his Master of it. The Venetian Ambassador is also

acquainted with it. and Mons. Callieres goes this week to the

Duke of Lorraine to notify it to him, so Your Lordship may
judge it will not be long a secret.

" The news we have here is that the truce between the

Muscovites and the Turks is concluded, that the King of

Denmark has declared. to the Emperor's Minister that he

cannot accept of any mediation but from France by reason

the mediators and the guaranties have showed themselves

too much in the interest of the Duke of Holstein.

"A nephew of Berkenhead and of the same name, though it

is believed [he] goes by another, is gone some time for England,

he is to be heard of at Evans, a hair-merchant, in the Old

Baily ; it is thought he is doing no good there." (VI. 39.)

The Earl of Manchester to Matthew Prior.

1700, May 22. [N.S.] Paris.
—

" I had the favour of yours

by my servant, and am obliged to you for letting me know
what passes with you. I do not doubt but the King will take

such measures as will be for his serviee, and should be sorry

if the Whigs should carry themselves so as not to be as zealous

for the King's interest out of employment as ever they was,

when they was in. You may easily think Lord Somers cannot

but have a great many friends, but they may show their

friendship and yet continue their duty to the King ; I suppose

all affairs are to be managed by other hands, which I hope
will make the Parliament more reasonable, though I very

much fear it, and it will be well if they do not come at last

to name our Ministers ; for my part, as I have always acted

on a principle with little regard to my own advantage, so

I shall continue, let the consequence be what it will.

'* The discourse we have here is that Lord Jersey goes for

Ireland, and you will hardly quit him. It will be a concern

to me, having now to deal with a man of honour and one

who is true to the Kong ; nevertheless, if so, I heartily

congratulate him.

" I was in hopes by Roger to have received what I desired

concerning 444, etc. [Sir William Ellis], they seeming much
more inclined to act sincerely since I have assured you they

would receive a letter. I believe the hurry you are all in gives

you no time to think of such matters, neither do you mention

that 1110 [Grace*] is come, though I suppose he is, by reason

Mr. Mackay paid him the money I ordered at Dover.

" We have no other discourse here than of the Treaty con-

cluded, which is no longer a secret, even the very particulars

of it. I have not yet learnt what St. Germains thinks of it."

(VI. 43.)

*Cf. Cole, Memoirs of Affairs of Slate., pp. 110, 117, 122, 124, 126.
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L700, May 19| 30]. Petworth, "The expectation thai I

have been in since the receipt o\ yours oi the T1I1 to hear from
the . \ 1 > 1 >

.

'• de Louvois was the only reason I did not an
yours sooner, because I did intend at the Bame time- 1-1 bave
given you an accounl of wh.it be wrote to Die concerning. the
( .'reck let t ci-s. I mi 1 thai is 1 nil yet come; bo I do begin to believe

they are a little ashamed of their proposal to obli

insert in the title-page of every boob Cantabrigia Typis
Acadi mil-is. Caracteribus Qrascis Reg < hristianisstm I

wonder they would not add their founder's t it le too. I am
he deserves more to bave notice taken oi him. Well, 1 cannot
help my being a little impatient to receive this long expected
letter, which, perhaps, m.i\ explain this affair; at lea

far as to their intention whether to sell the letters «>r to present

'em ; for accordingly this will appear reasonable or not.

to the other affair: I have enclosed sent your account oi the

prints back again, and have drawn a line over what I 'I"

desire you to procure for me as soon as yon can." i\ I. 3

The Duke of Somerset to [Matthew Prior].

170<>. .May 24| June 4]. Petworth " I received yours of the

21st with the letter from the Abbe* de Louvois and their pro-

posals for the Greek letters by an express a Wednesday last, for

which care and diligence of yours I do return many and many
thanks. This letter of the Abbe de Louvois contained nothing

but compliments, referring our affair to Mons. Clement, whose
proposals are something mended to what yon wrote to me
some time since by this alteration, viz. : Typograph
Parisiensi : all which I will more fully discourse you when

I come to London, which will be about three weeks hence :

therefore I do desire nothing farther may be done in it till

then, for I think I can offer that which may be accepted on

[sic] of both sides. 1 have not yet wrote to Cambridge about

these proposals, because you have already done it, and Mr.

Talbot will be in London the beginning of the next week in

his way hither with mv son, and by him I -hall know the

sense of the University, tor accordingly I -hall act a- to them

and to you always a- one that i-» your very humble servant."

Postscript.—"Pray tell me it the King does go t.» Ports-

mouth and when." (VI. 11

Till; OPFIl BBS 0] KING •' LM] 9*8 Coi ST.

[No date. Cf. p. 284, sitpro.]

Mv Lord Chancellor Harbert.

My Lord Middleton
|

Secretaries of St
Mr. ( arroll J

Sir Richard Na<de, Secretary of War.

Mr. James Porter. Vice-Chamberlain to the Kii

Mr. Robert Strickland, Yiee-Chamherlaiu to the QuMO.
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David Floyd, Trevanian,
)

Grooms of the

Slingsbee Beedle, Mcdonnell, j Bedchamber.
Bagwell, Franc. Stafford, ) Gentlemen Ushers
Mr. Cavney, Viuell and Hatcher \ to the King.

Mr. Crane and Mr. Bany, Gentlemen Ushers to the Queen.
Mr. Conquest, Sir William Ellis, Commissioners of the

Green Cloth.

Mr. John Stafford, Controller.

Mr. Richard Hamilton, Master of the Wardrobe.
Mr. Labadie, Mr. Lavarie, Valets de Chambre.
My Lady Tyrconnell, my Lady Dalmont and my Lady

Sophia Buckly, Ladies of the Bedchamber.

To the Prince.

My Lord Perth, formerly Chancellor of Scotland, and Mr.
Ployden, Governors.

Mr. Leyburn and Mr. Viuell, Grooms of the Bedchamber.
depuis Gentlemen Ushers.

Captain Maginnis, young Beedle and Mrs. Buckingham,
Equerries.

Mr. Barkened and Mr. Parry, Clerks of the Kitchen.

My Lord Griffen is a volunteer, sometimes there and as

often at Versailles—a great many chaplains and servants

below stairs.

Endorsed :
—" For my Lord Ambassador." (VI. 46.)

William [Viscount] Villiers to Matthew Prior.

1700, June 9. [N.S.] Blois.
—"I have transgressed beyond

a fortnight designing to tell you when I was a little settled

what I had seen a coming hither from Rouen. I saw nothing

extraordinary but Notre Dame de Chartres, which is famous
for the beauty and bigness of its vault, where is richly adorned
the image of the Virgin Mary made by the Druids above a
hundred years before the nativity of Our Saviour, till I came
to Orleans, where I was presently struck Math a general obser-

vation, that is, the deformity of the people, for I do not think

I saw a whole human creature in the town. I saw there the

Pucelle upon her knees cursing the English for burning of

her. We went also to see out of the town a place they call

the Source, that are two small bassins of water that furnishes

a navigable river which throws itself into the Loire. We
are now come to Blois, that most renowned place, which
might, for ought I know, have been a mighty agreeable place

some five and twemVy years ago, but as now I can see nothing

alluring but melancholy and solitude that often makes us

wish for your company, which you might easily vouchsafe us

if you would but borrow Pegasus, and I am sure the Muses
could not refuse you."

Postscript.—" Pray, Sir, remind Mr. Swinfurt of sending the

news directed at the post-house at Blois." (VI. 50.)
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J[oilN] llll ,T0» to M \ 1 l ll i:\\ PBIOB

17<»o, June 6| I7j. Cambridge. "Mi- Elammond came
hither on Friday last, and to preserve bis acquaintance wi

a gown, keeps chapel and hall, and bows \<r\ low
;

bui 1 <l«>

not hear be doth am great matters in town* He intends to

stay a fortnighl or three weeks Longer, and after a small risil

to his cstaic to return again. I doubt not l>ut your friends

would I"' as glad of Boeing you when the King is gone."
(VI. 48.)

Dr. P[eter] Notjbse to Matthew Pbiob

1700,June6| I7|. St. John's College, [Cambridge], "lam
very glad to hear <>! \ our L.

r <>i><l health by our friend Mr. Hilton,

and if you think Cambridge air did anj good towards it, I

hope, when you have leisure, you will come ami take more
ot it. .Mr. Hammond is now with us, 1m- has a chamber in

the College and conies very orderly to the hall and chapel.

What progress he makes in his affair, or how he moves, I am
not able to inform yon. for he takes me to he too much in your
interest to discover anything of that nature to me. hut I

hear that most of his former friends are still very linn to

him." (VI. 49.)

Abraham Stanyan to Matthkw Prior.

1700, June 19. [N.S.] Paris.—" 1 now find I shall nol bring

the pictures with me. for Etigaull told me plainly yesterday
the King had given him some work which would take him up
three weeks longer; but after that was done the pictures

should be the next, and I will recommend them t.. Mr
Lewis's care to put into Tourton's hands. Rigaull makes
abundance of excuses for this delay, hut they are nothing

to our purpose. I. have paid La Garde 3000 livres for the

brass figures and sent them to Tourton's and have also bought
the statues, busts, and Maisons royales which the I Mil

Somerset marked in the memorial, and come to 610 /

When I have got an answer from the Alike de Bignon about

the types, which I expect to-morrow, I thmk I -hall have
given you an account of all your commissions." (VI. 53.)

The Earl of Manchester i<> Mutihw Prior,

1700, June 19. [N.S.] Paris "I think you are muoh in

the right, it is n<.t of greal consequence who die., in case the

King is well, whose lite i- .ill we have i<> trust t«. : I have

wished my Lord Albemarle joy <>t the Garter, and bo -hall nol

trouble him so soon again: therefore must desire yon will

make m\ compliment of c lol< I was in expectation

to have heard of new changes at Court ;
ii may he there

will be no more; I will tell you what thej Bay at

Ger[mains] that Lord S[underland] i- gone dissatisfied into

the country, having nol keen able to obtain > r for
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Lord Ma[r]l[borough], and that some others are displeased. I

do not think this very improbable. I wish I could talk with

you to see how the world goes ; this happiness I cannot expect,

though I hear the town would have it I was to be recalled.

You know that will not trouble me, provided the King is not

dissatisfied with my proceedings. I wish you all success in

what you desire." (VI. 55.)

Abraham Stanyan to the Same.

1700, June 23. [N.S.] Paris.—" I shall set out from hence

on Monday the 28th."
" This plaguy coach and horses stick by me still and give

me more trouble than all the rest of my business, so that I

no longer wonder at those who complain of the cares that

attend greatness. I have every day twenty chapmen, but

the rogues know I am going, and one would think my straits

too, they make me such poor offers. However, I must part

with all to raise as much money as I want." (VI. 54.)

Christopher Marsden to .

1700, June 18[-29]. Prescott.
—

" I have been in the Isle

of Man since I gave you the trouble of my last. My Lord

has actually made me Archdeacon there : His Lordship has

given me liberty to come over to England for some time to

settle my affairs ; but then—oh ! after that I must return

to Man. If you could procure me a prebendary's place or

any spot in England before I go, or recall me to my native

air, I would as long as I have breath pay you grateful

acknowledgements.
" But I'm afraid through my foolish criticisms I have lost

the favour, and so must sit down without hopes of a kind line

to your abdicated and most disconsolate servant." (VI. 52.)

John Macky to Matthew Prior.

1700, June 23[-July 4]. Dover.
—

" I have the honour of

yours of the 20th from Hampton Court, and would imme-

diately in obedience to my Lord Jersey's commands go to

Flanders, or where else His Lordship should please to com-

mand me, if I did not know it altogether needless yet. Mayres,

it's true, knows a great deal, and hath several letters of my
Lord Melfort's all writ by that Lord's own hand to justify the

truth of what he hath to say ; he hath also a copy of a journal

sent to King James of all his affairs in Scotland, the people's

names, who for. and who against him, but betwixt you and I

[sic] the King hath already made use of Mayres's name to

frighten Duke Hamilton into a better temper in the Parlia-

ment of Scotland, and till we see what effects this hath, I

suppose my Lord will not think it convenient for me to go

over again, nor to make any offers to him.
" I have a letter by last post from my Lord Seafield to meet

at London on this matter, when I shall have the honour also

to pay my duty to my Lord Jersey and to kiss your hands.
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"Colonel BignoU and Captain Maodonald oame to Calaii
last Wednesday from 81 Germains, and one Jones, a solicitor

of my L<>nl Romney's in [reland, mei them there, and
their hands to some deeds in favour of their I

and ret uin<-< I to Lond< »n, ae i he\ are to

worthy is still at Calais bj the nan f PowehV (XX 10

The Earl of Manohestbb to Mvumw Prior.

L700, July i<>. [X.s.
| Park I was ven find

Lord Jersey had quitted th< office and much more 90 by
reason you also Leave it. I suppose you have long

this and cannol I'tit have taken care of yourself t n i

i

ilt upon
the place; for you often said, men rgol abroad. The
hopes you give me thai I am to correspond with Mr. Vernon
makes me more easy. The Savoy Ambassador was with me
to lei me know thai the Duke his Master had ordered lions,

de la Tour, who was formerly hie Envoy in England, to return
as -such : this will cause a greal discourse, by reason he was
as Chief Minister 1 here ; bu1 it is not hard to

he comes. I was in hope- to have beard something concerning
Sir[William Ellis], etc.*, whose letter I senl lately to England
As soon as I hear from Lord Jersey I shall not fail to

congratulate him." (VI. 56.)

The [Earl of Jersey] to M\ttiii:w Prior.

1700, August 27. [X.S.
|

Vorst. "You will have heard
at the Cockpit when 1 landed. At my arrival here I found
everything as it used to be ; the King is very well in his

health, except his legs, which are mightily swelled. Be takes
something every day to cany off the humour by urine, hut

I fear he musl do something more when he comes to lie stall

in the winter. You will hear by Mr. Blathwayt's lettei

the news thai is here. I am sure the peace in tne North musl
be very pleasing t<» all who wish well to the King at home;
ii gives him greal credil abroad. The French have made a
very foolish figure in this business, who were found oul at

last not to be scry sincere in their mediation, for it is -ure

they had no mind the business should he ended so Boon.
Mons. Tallard's quickness has made him lei fall words thai

confirm it : il disoit qu'il itoii impossibli qu'uru paix faiU
a hi Imh pourroit dun r.

"
I am come hither for one oighl with m\ Lord Albemarle

;

I will make your couii for you. Mr. Blathwayl has jusl now-

sent me your letter, and the copj of the Portuguese letter

which I had forgol as well as you. I am sorrj you can
me no accounl of my business with Mr. Lowndes; pray
send hint my letter ae soon you cai e him when
he comes to town, for I long to hear how thai affair stands;
it is of consequence to me to have it finish

• < I. pp. 887, 106, 108, II". *u Vra.
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" I am glad to hear you are going to Squirresf ; I hope your

company will like it, though I own I doubt of it. I will

endeavour to serve de bruit while I am in this country."

Endorsed :—" Answered 22, O.S. Aug., 1700." (VI. 70.)

The [Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1700, August 31. [N.S.] Loo.
—

" I have received yours of

the 16th ; the last post I received CharnocFs Letter Writ to a

Friend after his Condemnation. I know not from whom it

comes, nor why
;

pray send me word if it has been lately

reprinted, and the best account you can of it. When you
wrote, I find you had not received the good news of the peace

in the North ; I hope that will make some alteration in the

minds of people, and give you occasion of writing some
politick news. Everybody here is glad and curious after it

and all sort of news, which you will well imagine when I tell

you that I hear a piece of news here of a ballad about the

the streets of a young Knight of the Garter, a yellow-haired

lady, and squinney. I wonder I heard not of this from you,

being so much concerned in it as I am told, but if people

knew how little their malice vexed me, they would save them-

selves the labour ; but, however, I desire you would let me
know when you hear such stuff. The Admiral of the Fleet,

I am told, is meant by the yellow-haired lady. I have had a

letter from my wife, who, I find, certainly intends for Squirres.

I wish I was of the party, I shall quickly be of one that will

not so much divert me, which is that of Breda. Sunday
next the King lies at Zulestein, and the next day to Breda,

where he will stay till the Saturday following ; in the that

time he intends to visit the fortifications of Bergen-op-Zoom.

The King is better in his health every day than other, his

legs swell a little ; everybody here talks of his marrying, as

I hear they do in England ; I hope the Parliament will per-

suade him to it. Pray write to me every post and every

thing that is stirring, for it is the only diversion to hear what
is said and done in England. I hope you will quickly see

Mr. Lowndes, for without it nothing is done."

Endorsed ;—" Answered the 24th, V.S., 1700." (VI. 60.)

The [Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1700, Sept. 2. [N.S.] Vorst.
—

" Here we are in retirement

till to-morrow, and in good health, I thank God. I have
acquainted His Majesty with the letter I have received

from Portugal about Mr. Methuen, and I have orders to write

to Mr. Secretary Vernon by this post to have Mr. Methuen
recalled, which, I think, His Majesty is the more inclined to

out of good husbandry, for he said it was not necessary to

have a Minister at that place for the present. I shall send

Mr. Secretary word that you will give him the original letter

which brings the complaint ; therefore pray do it, keeping

a copy. By this time I suppose you will be come from

t The manor of Squeries, Westerham, Kent.



lid

Squirree
;

pray let me hear how the company liket it.

Directions For the enclosed are writ on the outside of it.

Uric is no news that you do not hear from Mr Blathv
Endorsed : " Answered the 30 August, \ vi

61.)

The
[
E \i:i. of Jbbsi s to MLattbi m Pbiob

1700, Sent 9 [N.S.] Breda "
I have yours of the 20th

and 22nd August to acknowledge I had no small satisfaction
in retiring to read them <>ut of the little bustle we have
here with the Elector's Court and office] Yesterday the I

wras at Berge[n-op-Zoom] to visit the fortifications there;
it Beeme to be a very greal work, and those that un-

it say it will !><•, when finished, the finest fortified town in

Europe. I can better give my opinion of Squirres, and should
have been better pleased to have been there. To morrow the
King goes to Grave and from thence to Dieren for a daj or

two; when we get hark to I , I shall be inquiring after

our journey home, which. I tear, will not be till the middle
of next month, English Btyle.

" What H<>lt said tn you I believe i<» be very true, and
1 shall take the first opportunity to tell it where it Bhould
be known. I have had a letter from Mr. Montague : he does
not seem to be of the mind he was when I spoke to him about
his own affairs, which I am glad to find. I l:<>i my Lord
Albemarle to write to the Admiral about the serious affair.

I thank you for thinking of my brother; but Sayers's place
would bring him too much into the world, unless he could
tell better how to behave himself. I hear that Mr. Allworth,
Queen Dowager's auditor, is dying : he has some place in the
Post Office that may be proper for my brother, or his son,

if it can be executed by deputy
;

pray inquire about it and
let me know your opinion of it.

"Knowing your intention ol coming over, I thought it

was tit tu knov the King's mind upon it
; he has given leave,

but it must be so that the business of the Board [of Trade]
must not be neglected."

Endorsed: ••Answered the 6th, V.s." (VI. I

The |Iv\ki. of Jersey] to Matthew Pbiob.

1700, Sept. 14. [N.S.] Dieren "I have received your
letter of the 29th, after your joumej to SquilTeS. I am
very glad Mr. Hank- is thought in the wrong, but, I know,
you will think me mure so when I tell you that I persist in

my first design, and desire that the out building I ordered
may Lr <» <»n as fast as it can . my reasons I will tell you when
1 see you

: as for the piece <>i ground you mention that lies

near the ground of the I'ark. I will buy it it it is tit ii>v me
Dr. Garth has been hire, but Dr. Green has the pi

the Archbishop's and Chancellor's recommendations '.add

not be withstood; but 1 have Bent the new- of it to I >r.
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James, who wrote to me about it, and hope to have some

merit in this business, though I. really think I deserve very

little. You sent me word you would leave England in a

few days ; we shall stay here longer than people imagine,

and, if I may advise, I would not have you come till the latter

end of the next week for fear the King should think you

neglect the business of the Board. By this advice I hope you

will not think I have less mind to see you than I always had.

I have a great many things to say in answer to your last

letter, but I am in such a hurry in expectation of two
Electresses, that of Brandenburg and of Hanover, who are

coming hither this evening for some days. I believe these

German Courts would furnish news for the next post if I had
nothing else to say."

Endorsed :—" Answered the 14th, V.S." (VI. 63.)

The [Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1700, Sept. 17. [N.S.] Loo.—" I have yours of the

30th. I am much obliged to you for the care you have of

my business with Mr. Lowndes, who, I find, is kind in it.

I send you enclosed two blanks to use as there is occasion
;

if the whole sum is paid at once there will need to write a

receipt but upon one of the blanks, the other you will bring

me when you come hither. By my last you will think that

I had a foresight of my own interest in advising you to stay

a little longer in England, but indeed the true reason was
that I found the King (when I spoke to him about you)

wondered that you thought of coming over, though not at

all unwilling that you should come.
" This made me write to you as I did, that by your staying

there a little longer no man could say you neglected the

business, and then I am sure it is really making your court

to have a mind to come into this country. How much my
concern would require your staying where you are I cannot

tell ; I will only desire of you to put my business with Mr.

Lowndes in such a method that the payments may not be

retarded for want of somebody I to act for me. You know
the consequence this business is to me, which, I hope, will

excuse the trouble I give you in it. The blanks you will

make use of as you think fit, but I should be glad if a receipt

from a sham person could be taken, for if it was possible, I

would not have Mr. Smith know this business.

" I did expect Mr. Secretary's behaviour in the Portugal

affair ; he says in his letter to me, as if it was not known from
whom the complaint came, ' I take the Don [Francisco de
Castro] to be the Secretary of State, for I think else I have
been in the wrong to have made the step I have '

; if you see

Mr. Secretary you may tell him that I put the papers relating

to this business into Mr. Blathwayt's hands, but I hear His

Majesty had not time this post to do anything about them-



117

"The German Court left us this morning; it baa made
me wish we had one of OUT own, which I think is qoI im
sible to be, if rightly managed; bul this is and
I believe there if no re >luti a ahum the nor
will be till we are in England.
"I have wrote to Lord Godolphin to otime into the

Treasury, and then you know how the Privy Seal will be
disposed of, hut this must not be spoke of. I wish all

vacancies were Oiled, that no more questions m inked
nor wonders made
"The answer to the foreigners my Lord Albemarle bad

already seen.

"T say nothing of Squirres, hut I am Bure when I Bee iron

that 1 shall convince that my first project is best, which I

desire to keep to. I wish .Mr. Hughes himself docs M ot under-
hand buy that farm you say will be proper to lay into the
Park; I have senl Mr. Girard word that I would have it.

as I did to you in my last.

"If Barton is quite well, he may come over with \«>u, if

you will be trouhled with him. You are right not to say
anything to my wife about Mons. Levasor."

Endorseil :—" Answered the 17th, Y.S., 1700." (VI. 64.)

The Earl of Manchester to Matthew Prior.

1700, Sept Uo. [N.S.] Paris.—" You know the reason
that 1 did not answer yours which you did me the favour
to write from England. I do now begin to think I shall

not see you at Loo, having not as vet heard anything
of that nature ; nor is there any likelihood that you will make
me a visit here, since I understand all things i_

r <> well. I

am told the King is to be soon in England, and then we arc

to see a new scheme. Our friends at St. Gennains do please

themselves that the next Session will he very troublesome

;

I hope they will he disappointed. If you will let me hear

from you, it will oblige." (VI. 66.)

The [Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

L700, Sept. 23. [N.S.] Loo.
—

"1 acknowledged the receipt

of your letter of the 6th, last post. Mr. Secretary's letter

to the King and the affairs in Portugal relating to the

Spanish Treaty has made an alteration in the resolution
taken about Mr. Methuen ; he is now to Btay at Lisbon for

some time. If this business is known. 1 believe it will do
Mr. Secretary no good. If my former letter i- gone to

Francisco de Castro, |"'ay take care to forward the encl

that I may do my endeavour not to pass in those parts for

a liar. .Mr. Blathwayt writes tin- post i" Mr. Secretary
that it is His Majesty's pleasure that my I nkerville

has the Privy Seal delivered to him immediately, which if

Mr. Secretary does not like. I BUDpOSe it will he d<-

n— T,
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the other business was. Lord Oodolphin is to come into the

Treasury, but not till the King returns ; he desires that the

vacancy may be in the Treasury some little time before he
goes, in which is the reason that the Privy Seal is given to

my Lord Tankerville, but this is entre nous.
" If you succeed with the young Lord Exeter, pray let me

know it, and I will make your court for it.

" The Parliament is prorogued to a shorter time than the

King would have it, but I do not imagine that it will hasten
his return a day soon.

" My purchases at Squirres, as you say, may stay till my
return, but I hope I shall find everything finished I ordered
before I came away. I shall have occasion of wings, not-

withstanding the outbuildings that are now making, but T

am sure I shall convince you when I see you that wings can
never do well in the front of the house, but of all this when
we meet. I shall expect all the draughts with you hither.

"I do not write to Mr. Lowndes about my business in

the" Treasury, but depend upon your making my court to

him.
" If Mr. Alsworth's place is in the gift of the Treasury, I

never design speaking for it..

" We are rid of all our Princes and Princesses ; I am told

the young Prince of Hanover is to come hither, but I think

it is a secret.
" Lord Albemarle is gone to The Hague for three or four

days ; he had better have stayed here.
" Next week I go for two or three days to Amsterdam

pour titer le temps ; I will make another journey thither

when you come.
" Lord Portland is preparing for England. I have received

a letter from Mr. Stanian
;

pray assure him that I will do
what I can to serve him in the business he wrote about. I

suppose the time of your coming away draws nigh : till I

know it for certain I will write to you ; therefore take care

to leave somebody to receive my letters in case they miss
of you, and settle some correspondent to send all the news
when you are here. I do assure you it will be a great satis-

faction to 3
7ou. I know not if I told you I find in a letter

from Lord Villiers that he is very desirous to leave Angers.

I suppose it is his own fickle humour, or I should have heard
from Mr. Inglis if he had found any other place fitter for

him to spend his time in."

Endorsed :—" Answered the 7th, V.S." (VI. 67.)

The [Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1700, Sept. 27. [N.S.] Loo.—" I have received your

letter of the 10th. I find by it that the King is expected

in England the 15th of next month, our style, to give orders

for the Scotch Parliament ; it is very right to have it so, but

I 036 no likelihood of his being at The Hague till that time
;
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you know how Long be commonly Btays there, bo that, if th<-

wind was at command, I <l" uot Bee that he is likely i

in England Boonei than the latter end of the next month,
Olll" style. This ymi mUBi keep to yOUTBelf, I'Mt j

take your measures from it for your own journey, whether

you will come with the yachts that come for~*he King or in

the packet boat before, or whether you will think it v.

your coming at all, or no. I leave it wholly to you. I think

the thing pretty indifferent as to your interest • You
know I shall be always glad to Bee you, hut in this I would
really have you do what you have most iiiiiid to, and

will be best. You know I am free with you enough
you if it would not be bo; therefore pray follow our incli-

nations, and what you think most proper yourself, win

you do, I will answer shall he well taken here.

'•The giving the Privy Seal to my Lord TankervilL

deferred till the King's return, therefore I hop.- you have not

spoke of it. Here is QO new-.

"I think there are too many officers unprovided f<

have the government of Jersey given to any bu1

I am obliged to you for your thoughts, but pray find out some-

thing more fit.

" Your friend Congreve is here."

Endorsed :—" Answered the 21, O.S." (VI. 69).

The [Earl of Jersey] to Matthew I'i

1700, Sept. 30. [N.S.] Dieren.—"I have received your

letter of the 15th. Though you know 1 am not for

I must thank you for the care you have had of my bu

in the Treasury. I do not send you the letteryou

not doubting but that the blanks i have sent you

instead of it. 1 desire to know in what species yo

the sum. I cannot tell how to dispose of it till 1 come [1

Farley wants 500/., you may let him have it.

" I think I have given such directions already for
-

that I need say no more of it till I return.

"I wrote you word in my last how indifferent I thought

your coming' hither was, though I should be alwavs very

glad to see you ; but since your last I am wholly Of "pinion

that you are'to stay where you are. and 1 hope this will OOme
time enough to prevent your coming hither, should you have

any thoughts of it, though 1 must own that ii is \<m hard

that onemustcomplywith a prating, malicious world. I reckon

that we shall he with you ahoiit this time month. 1 Buppose

we should not stay here so long if my swager

before to give instructions for the Scotch Parliament. This

report will do him no good, therefore pray take care not to

be the author of it. T\\<- report that you write about Laloe

is not true, he is just what he was when you Baw him."

Endorsed:—" Answered the 24, O.S." (VI 7 1
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The [Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1700, Oct. 4. [N.S.] Loo.
—

" I have yours of the 17th

past. Since the blanks I sent you will not do, I have enclosed

to you a letter to Mr. Lowndes
;
pray let him know that I had

sent it upon the first requiring it, but that I thought the

blanks would be better liked. You find him my friend,

therefore pray say to him what you think proper on that

matter, for I think that my letter is not to be filled with com-
pliments, but a bare direction to him to pay you the money
as you will find it.

" I say nothing to you of your journey hither ; my last

will have told you my thoughts on it, and I conclude your

staying where you are. Though you make not this journey,

I shall depend on your making one to Squirres as soon as I

get into England.
" I have had a letter from Mr. Powis with an account of

my concerns in the Treasury, and shall answer it.

" Since the Don [Francisco de Castro] is not a Secretary

of State, I hope he will be found to be a Minister, or else

I fear I have been too forward. Some I know will excuse it,

though not Mr. Secretary. This business as well as the 500/.

will certainly be known by your friend and others in a little

time.
" I find that you talk in England much of a Queen, but

your friend may defer liquoring his boots, and I shall return

with the King ; before this matter is resolved on I believe

you and I shall have time enough to talk of it.

" This day the yachts are sent for, and this day fortnight

the King leaves this place, stays two or three days at

Sousdyke, and then to The Hague, and eight or ten days
afterwards you may expect us in England, if the wind is fair

;

till then you will continue writing to me all the news you hear,

especially of those you mentioned in your last. I am told

that Sincerity is not satisfied with those we call his friends
;

a little more of love and politics and the gay young gentleman.
" I sent you word before that the alterations were delayed

till the King's return."

Endorsed .—" Answered 1st, V.S., 1700." (VI. 72.)

The [Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1700, Oct. 7. [N.S.] Loo.—" I have received your letter

of the 20th past, and take it now for granted that we shall

not see you here ; our time of being here is now so short

that your coming would scarce be worth while, but I cannot
but observe that we live in a strange age or a more strange
nation, that the most indifferent actions of a man's life is

now made criminal by one party of men or other. I will

not moralize, for that will give me spleen, though I have
nothing to tell you. I think I have sent you word already
what we are to do to the very day of our depart ;

while the
King is at Sousdyke I intend to make my journey to



Amsterdam. It you wanl anything From thia oountry, let

me know it ; I will lni\ ii as well as I oan, "i t • K .

- oare to bring

it to you, it' you have already intrusted anybody with the

buying it. Praj keeps weU as you can with youi melancholy
Eriend, and insinuate wli.it I told you ol Mr. Swag[er] ;

inn

take care of yourself in it. Farewell
;

i lonjpto see you a1

Squirres

Emlorsi.l :
" Answer. ,1 7, VS.. 1700." <\ I Tit.)

The | E LEU 01 ! ERSE'S | to M ATI lll.w PfilOB

1700, Oct. 11. [N.S.] Loo. "I have received youi lettei

of the 24th past. I will now tell the King the reason <<f

your not coming, which, I am sine, will be approved on

The time of our being with you draws now 90 near thai I

have little to say to von; news here is none bul what you

will find in sprightly yard's Gazette. I know not it he will

have heard that the Kong of Spain is very ill : the French

report it confidently, which maltee me hope it 1- not w

than the other fits he has had. Perhaps you maj hear (for

want of other news) that my Lord Albemarle is nol well ;

it is nothing hut a spleen, not warrantable, of which you
shall know more v. hen I see you, but musl nol speak of it

now nor then.

"I am sorry the Admiral trifles, but how to mend it i

'"

(VI. 74.)

The [Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1700, Oct. 14. [N.S.] Loo.— ik
I have received your lettei

of the 29th past with your new hook; the preface is too

obliging to the Court; but let malice reign, it is no matter.

"I think of nothing but quickly Leaving this place, and

going with you to Squirres. The King goes from hence on

Monday next, and I to Amsterdam, and shall meet the

Monarch Thursday at The Bague, where I suppose we shall

be stifled with Princes and Princesses. I write to you because

I will, for I have nothing either to tell or bid you, nnle

is to bid you wish for a good wind about a fortnight hence."

(VI. 75.)

.Mattiii.w PrIOB to the E \i;i of Jebsbi .

1700, Oct. 3[-14]. London. " Duncomb after all has

lost his election and .\hn<\ is chosen. The heats in the oity

in this conjuncture are rery great, Simpson, the Baron of

the 'Chequer, at the Bwearing of the Sheriffs the other day,

instead of praising them, as is usual, made a violenl pani

upon Duncomb. When they were drunk together in the

afternoon. Sir Barry Furnace, one of the Sheriffs, called the

Baron names, and Sir Will[iam| Ashurst asked him if my
Lord Sunderland had not made him the Bpeech, and Duncomb
given him money for pronouncing it. Some ol Duncomb

s
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friends say that they can produce a letter from some of the

Lords Justices; they name my Lord Marlborough, as if their

choosing Duncomb would be agreeable to the Court ; this

passes for Lord Sunderland's work, and honest Harry is heartily

cursed, but the complaint which is founded upon most reason

is that in all former elections it was usually a little insinuated

what party would be agreeable to the Court, but in this

election not one word was any way intimated to them ; this,

I am afraid, had too much truth in it. I am told your Secre-

tary of State trimmed extremely as to his opinion in this

case, and I know that he was received coldly enough in the

city some days since.
" But after all, for God's sake let somebody or other be

ordained to rule us, for at present your Godolphins and
Montagus equally deny that they have anything to do with
us, and I think we are likely to fall between two, though
we might crush them both if we would act with vigour.

" I think my friend might be called back with good
management, il cloche entre deux : I have let fall Swager's
matter so to him that I cannot be suspected.

" I have that sum locked up in my escritoire, having given

my receipt for it, and said something as from you to

L[owndes] proportionable to his genius, though not, I

think, to yours.
" For God's sake come home quickly, I have none from

you. Lady Mary, you see, writes very well, and is a very
good child. My lady is at the Duke of Ormond's, who treats

her as if he were in love with her." Copy. (XII. 450.)

Matthew Prior to [J.] Talbot.

1700, Oct. 4[-15]. [London].—" You did well not to

date the last letter you wrote me, for it cannot rise up
in judgment against me that I have not sooner answered
it. Not writing to my friends is a fault which I wish I could
as easily mend as confess. My goods are now coming from
France, and I hope in a little time to open my bundle and
give every man his due

;
pray signify as much to His Grace

of Somerset.
" My intended journey to Holland is overruled by those

who know best what is proper for me, so that, till His Majesty's
return, I enjoy that leisure and freedom of which I have
scarce had a taste for these last ten years. If I had my
dear Talbot with me to share the blessing, it would be infinitely

yet more valuable; in case I cannot have it here, I don't know
but that I may take a step to Cambridge; but this is as yet
undetermined and only said to yourself.

" We have the Oxford Verses upon the Duke of Gloucester's

death ; there are some very good copies ; the boys at West-
minster intend to write upon the same subject ; there will

be some very good verses ; but I believe some of the most
poetical of our school-fellows, even up to our own standing,



arc at work for them. I thank you for those yon »en1 n

Dibbons'e composing ; the versification is verj pretty, the Latin
sometimoa tiara, the sense, 1 Buppose, dictated by the B
of Salisbury's son. Pray lei Dibbons nol talk nonsense in

the besl chosen word- imaginable, and remind bim o£ Busbey'a
old rule to write his invention in English.^.

'There is nothing thai pree ee In making muob I

with the journey-work he has from me in his bands.
Tonson is in Holland, and till his return I could give no
direction about the printing it, it it were finished; when he
docs come, a very severe jury will I"- empanelled to si1 upon
it. Doctor Knipc, the foreman, yon (it you are in town),

Smaldridge, 1 1 amies , Stepney, Portlock, Freind, and Charles
Boyle. Tell Dibbons so a> that it may nol discourage him,
for, however the poem is in the English, I think he hae done
it bo very well in Latin that a little looking it over may make
it the best thing in thai kind thai has been written since

Buchanan. I shall be verj glad to Bee the translator with the

translation, and I hope in a very tew years to hear thai he

is as greal a master of Grotius as he is .-it presenl of Virgil.
"

I hear it said as from Borne of my acquaintance as if I

were resolved not to serve the University in a future Par-

liament. I neither said or wrote anything of this kind '"

anybody but yourself, and to everybody that had spoke to

me of it here I have thought fit to give no other answer, bul

such a one as might shew the great respeel I had for the

University, and the true desire I had to serve that body upon
all occasions, and yet might leave me a liherty <>t ictiring, and
not exposing my friends and myself in case I thoughl I might

meet a repulse in this undertaking. To put the tiling in its

right light, and give you my real Bentiments of it, it will be

necessary ipitulate that, whilsl 1 was in France, some oi

my friends from the University wrote me word thai I was looked

upon by them and other- a- a person tit to represent them in

Parliament, [n saying this, I presume tiny had an eye to

having keen from the age of sixteen and to my continuing

till thai of 1 hiiiy-four a member of that community, n

fellow-commoner, hut scholar of the house and
fellow of a college, my name constantly in the hooks and my
correspondence with my friends kepi up. as well as to my
having acted abroad in several stations jo as to oapa<

me in ah probability to represenl so illustrious a body.

this I add that I understood they would have some i"

whose principle i: was to represent, as occasion mighl require,

their steadiness to support the true rights "t the English

monarchy and the real preservation of theirs and the nation's

liberty. On these considerations I was induced to think

that thc\ did me a greal deal of honour when some ol the

Eeads had me in their thought-, and as thc\ please t" con-

tinue that favourable opinion oi me. I .-hall always most

readily obey any summons they may have for me, he it to
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promote anything here for the interest of any peculiar person

or society, or in general to assert their rights in the great

Council of the Nation, as they may judge me worthy. This is

the sentiments I was in when I was last at Cambridge, and

in which I think I shall always persevere. I would no more
plead my merit to be a Parliament man than Coriolanus would

shew his wounds to be Consul, and my proceeding in and
desisting from my first intention will be wholly governed by

the encouragement or coldness which I may receive from the

University. In one word I desire with all my soul to serve

them whenever it is proposed to me, so as that the thing may
seem practicable. But I should be very sorry if from that

desire I should only make a foolish figure, and come back
again to shew my friends at Court that I had not enow of that

kind in the University to sustain my interest. But of this

we shall have leisure enough to reason ; in the meantime
you may either shew this letter to the Vice-Chancellor, to

Dr. Bently, to Dr. James, to Doctor Covel, to Dr. Richardson,

to Dr. Nurse, and the rest of our friends at Cambridge, or

you may say out of it what you think proper, that we may
take the measures of our boat before we put to sea, and then

you may pilot me as you please. I am sorry from my heart

at our poor friend Hilton's death. I have only to add my
service to all my friends, and till they die or I die I will continue

truly theirs." Copy. (XII. 453.)

The [Earl of Jersey] to Matthew Prior.

1700, Oct. 19. [N.S.] Amsterdam.—" What can I write

from hence but that actions fall upon the Spanish news ;
that

monarch is here concluded dead ; there is too much reason

to fear it, but the news when I came from Loo was that he

was desperately ill, and had had the extreme unction.

Quiros's letters of the 1st instant say he was something better,

which are the last I have heard of ; but I am here in a wilder-

ness, and shall get out of it on Thursday. I have your letter

of the 1st ; another post is come in this morning, but those

letters I shall not have till I meet Blathwayt at The Hague.

I wonder at your friend's talking to you as he does, I believe

that word slavery was by way of pump
;
pray take care. I

think of Swager as you do. The Alderman will be Mayor, and

had like to have been hanged two years ago : what a nation

!

But to discuss these matters would engage me in as long a

letter as yours was, which was very entertaining to me ;
what

news I know I tell you, and begin with what is most grateful,

which is the King's health. I really think him as well as

he has been for many years past, and likely to continue so,

if a Parliamentary spleen does not alter him. When I left

him he was of the mind to have the Parliament prorogued to

the 20th of the next month, and did intend to send orders

about it. I suppose this will put an end to the discourse of

a new Parliament. All is well again with Lord Albemarle.
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I \\ isfa it may Ias1 . for I am heai tilj weary of tb< i unr<

quarrels.
" Mrs. Humis baa been aom< time .it The li u< uli.it Bhe

docs there I cannot tell, but I do not doubt but that he will

bilk some hall a-dozen of ber friends ol a ten pound I

and tlii-n Kc gone. .-*-

'I will certainly be mindful ol old >" Edward am
everything else thai is your concern.

,
"Pray tell Mr. Powifi that I bave received bia Letter with

my accounts, and that I am likely to dra* upon bim
hence." (VI. 76.)

The [EABL OF JEESBY] to .Mviihi.w PfilOB,

17(iii, Oct. 22. [N.S.J Hague.—"At in;, ., nival h<

night I met with yours ol the 3rd. The wind ia now
fair, but we must stay till Wednesday, and then Longer it

the wind changes. I am glad to hear your politics, and when
we meet will reason upon them; in tne meantime the world
is mad and knave. Barton is arrived with the draught :

1 own I like it; what 1 have already done would not binder
my executing of it, if there was not a worse imp< diment, which
we must strive to overcome this winter. The Hague ia as it

was and not worth speaking of. I want yon to see pi'
I

Pray take care of your strong box. 1 tit id you know my
weakness, or else you would never bave Benl me Miss Marys
writing, though 1 must own it is very pretty tor ber age. I

hope you do more for her at Knoles, where Bhe wants your
kindness more. What means His Grace '. pray lake care he

does not wrong me. I had as good bid you farewell as write

such stuff, and leave the uncertainty ol the Bong <»t Spain's
health, and the impatience of the French, to Blathwayt and
Yard." (VI. 79.)

The Earl of Manchester to Matthew Pbiob.

1700, Nov. 3. [N.S.] Paris.— " 1 have writ Beveral tin*

to you concluding you was at I but I find your
journey did not succeed no more than mine. I hope n.,u

you will renew your correspondence, thai I may sec what
before was a sort of obligation, that you -till remember your
friends in Prance. Upon the death of Mr. Savers, | did

desire the favour of my Lord Chamberlain to laj before the

King a person I recommended to Bucceed him. and the

answer my Lord made me was thai the King would do

nothing in it till his return, and thai there he would be

to receive my orders. This I take to be a civil wa\ ol

denying my request, especially Bince I find in all tin prints

Mons. Lalo is to bave it. This may look well to England
for ought I know, and for my part I am indifferent; that

which 1 would willingly be satisfied of ia whether this

matter is determined; if so, 1 would neither preaa the King
nor give my Lord Chamberlain anj fun her trouble I
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believe you have now a great Court, and there is no want
of pretenders to the Privy Seal or the Secretary's Office."

(VI. 87.)

J. Talbot to Matthew Prior.

1700, Oct. 26[-Nov. 6]. Cambridge.—" I should be
ashamed, my dear friend, to own the receipt of yours by
the last post before I had answered the former, had not an
unusual glut of business (of which yours has been a good
part) employed me some time before and ever since that came
to my hand. While the season lasted at Newmarket I was
plagued with visitants from thence who came to see King's
College Chapel, etc. When I thought this fatigue over, Mr.
Boyle (I thank him) sent me Captain Delaval with a brace of

Mahometans from Machanes, to whom I was obliged to show
our University (or rather them to it). These and twenty
other necessary impediments (which 'twould be as trouble-

some to repeat as it was to undergo), together with the care

of settling poor J. Hilton's affairs with his pupils, etc.,

devoured a great part of my time : the rest has been spent
much more agreeably in your service. I communicated
as much of your letter as might be convenient to the persons
mentioned in it (except Dr. Nourse, who has not been here
since Midsummer, and is not expected before Christmas).

Those who are most cordially yours wish with me that you
had leisure and inclination to visit this place, to revive your
interest among your former acquaintance, and to increase it

by new ; which is the only certain expedient for working out
friend Torry, whose frequent residence here and constant
application to our young masters has made him very popular
among them. These make too great a number at elections to

be neglected in the interim. The authority of their superiors,

the merits of competitors, or the interest of the University,

Church and Nation all put together do not go so far with
them as the single motive of a personal acquaintance, and
I never knew any man but Mr. Boyle (whose interest here,

between friends, depends wholly upon the Chancellor)

succeed without it. When the project of your being set up
for our Burgess was first proposed to you from hence, you
may remember 'twas upon the prospect not only of your
settling here in England, but of your continuing so long as

the Statutes of your College would permit a gremial of this

body ; and all those who made that proposal were then and
are still confident that title would set Mr. Prior upon an
equal foot here with any competitor, provided he should
think fit to employ the means which have been since recom-
mended to him. I dare assure you that those Heads whom
I then mentioned, and some others whom you have since seen,

are resolved to seive your interest so far as their own will go :

and 'twere to be wished that Masters upon such occasions had
the same influence in their Colleges as Princes have in their

Courts. Their number, you know, is sixteen, and the votes



they ••'in command may upon a general computation amount
to five times thai number, which will come to aboul one third

of tin 4 electors; the resl must be rained l>\ personal appli

cation and the solicitation of private Friends, letter Prom
patrons, relations, etc., all which must I"- diligently
sonic considcni Uc time before the election*-*which cannot
be secured to the greatest merit without them, pecially

in the case of a asm competitor. Thus you Bee, dear Matt.

that your appearance for the Burge 3rup wa and ta -till

proposed to yon with the cordial assurances of their i

who lirst recommended it t<> you, and that tin- assistance is

sufficient to give you fair footing, l>nt the Buccess of it will

depend very much upon your joining with them in your
endeavours to improve the interest the\ have Bet on foot. I

hope I need not assure you of my best Bervict in ig all

my acquaintance. But I must needs tell you that 'tis

necessary you should have a professed agent in your own
College, who should make it his business to keep up your
interest there, and to visit for you elsewhere while you are

absent; for, though I may and will do yon all private

services whore I have any interest, ye1 you knom I cannot
with decency to my Lord Duke of Somerset undertake the

public solicitation of any other interesl than Mr. Boyle's,

which is the only one he has hitherto recommended or given

me Leave to appear in. I have secured you several votes in

our College, where (I may venture to tell you) the M
has but little interest, and some I am pi il I in the town.

but I want assistance to solicit on your behalf a hundred
people whom I do not know, and this must be done secundum
formam, from St. John's College. Nours< should be the man,
but he is as little resident as Your Worship. I am \<r\ much
a stranger in your College, and wish you could direct n

someone whom we might intrust with the managemei
your affairs there. Methinks something should be done while

Hammond is away, who is the idol "I that Society, but I

hope you will not Buffer him to be any longer the oracle of

this University. In that, dear Sir. he musl be defeated by
his own talent, industry. The scheme we laid last winter

must be reviewed and put in practice immediately: letter-

must be written hither by your friends, and visits made by

yourself cither now. or (if you shall think it more convenient)

while Hammond is confined to hia attendance on the II

What instructions you will give me during m\ Btaj here.

which will be till Christmas. 1 will faithfully obey, being very

ready to act for yon. but at present more desirous (for your

sake as well as my own) to act with you It you would nave

a list of all the Masters of Arts in each College, I will procure

one, and will endeavour to inform myself which way particular

persons may be influenced.
" Dibbons, like a true Westminster, deters the finishing

of his exercise to the last minute lie has ven near done the
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whole poem ; and in those pieces which you have not seen I

find several masterly strokes, but such as want the last hand

to polish them, which I believe must be yours, though we
shall impanel a petty jury of some schoolfellows to sit upon

him before he is returned to your grand jury ; in the mean-
time I wish Culprit a good deliverance. He tells me just

now that he will certainly wait on you with his translation

within a fortnight. I had much rather you should come
down for a fortnight or three weeks and read them here.

Such a journey might conduce very much to the improve-

ment of your health and interest ; I wish I might say as

much to your satisfaction as 'twill be to ours. Pray visit Dr.

Bentley, who is now at St. James's, and will be here imme-
diately after his election' to the Vice-Chancellorship, winch

will be within a week. See Dr. Oxenden, and make him your

friend. I think, since your affair has been mentioned (as I

told you) to the King and declared here, we are too far gone to

make a retreat, especially so long as we have hopes of

victory. I cannot yet learn where Dr. Nourse is, but will

inquire further, and if you think fit, I will take care of the

conveyance of your letter to him. What if you bestowed a

vacant hour in criticizing your Secular Ode before 'tis reprinted,

and touching up some passages which only yourself can mend ?

I suppose this place in the fifteenth page was false printed,
' And Schools profess our Tongue thro' every land

That have (for has) invoked his aid, etc.
'

I wish, my dear friend, that your new Phoenix in the next page

were a little more suitably supported than by young columns ;

judge you whether these two metaphors do not come too thick

upon one another in expressing the same thing by two
different images in the same sentence ; Whitehall is a Phoenix

at one end of the verse and a fabric at t'other. I am apt

to think that with a little alteration you might better reconcile

expanded wings both with the bird and the building. I

don't think this is English :

—

' Let a new Phoenix her young columns rear,

As may the greatness of his reign support.'

This I take to be the only exceptionable passage in the

whole poem, and wish it were better understood by me or

expressed by you. If you will order the printing of the

poem while I am here between this and Christmas, I will

take care to correct the errors of the press. Send word
whether Dibbons shall come to you, or you to us. You will

do well to send the Duke of Somerset's prints to his house-

keeper at Northumberland House, and better to send His

Grace notice of it by to-morrow's post ; the housekeeper's

name is Bridgewater, to whom if you send the letter and
prints, he will take care of both. My Lord is now in Dorset-

shire. ] have indifferent health, and wish you better. A
dose of Ipecac and Cambridge air would set you right for

this, and, I hope, many winters. I will send you next Wednes-
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day by Mr. Stepney's Wfcitworth (who ia ohoeen Fellow
here) a little Horace. I have put hia life before the text in

this edition, ami recommend t<» your remembrance an
expression of Augustus's which you will find in it //

Flacci nt met esto memor. 1 wish you would ord riend
and your humble Bervant, old EJzevir, to recommend tins

impression in Ins namesake's typee '" Leem of Rotterdam
so that he may take off a number of copies, which shall !>.•

afforded at a reasonable price. The hook will not !>-• pub-
lished these ten (lays. 1 am mv own bookseller, and
without Jacob Tonson's assistance have already -i\ hundred
copies bespoken by the schoolmasters and tutoi I rewell,
dear Matt; be as careful of your health an<l interest as you
will always find your, ete.

Postscript.— " 1 desired Bedell Martin to present you and Mr.
Stepney with our lamentable Thrmodia, but I find bythe Vice-
Chancellor that he has turned my complimenl int.. hi- own.
"Bid Tonson get ready paper tor tin- Secular /'«///"

(VI. 83.)

The Earl of Manohkstkr to .Mvnin.w Prior.

1700, Dec. 19. [N.S.] Paris.—"] was surprised to find

by yours of the 18th that you was still at London. Living
then directed two of mine to Brussels, which I suppose you
have since received. You may easily imagine how I am
looked upon at Court now, though I carry myself so that,

whatever resolution the King does lake, they will not wonder
either way, which makes them not know what to think: but

now Mons.Tall.ird is with you it must come to some declaration,
else he will return

;
tor they are high enough here to resent

it. and I believe we are able to make them very uneasy, were
we but united and as willing; I have enclosed two letters

from Brac[conier] which I have had some time; bul this

comes by one that belongs to me. else he desired they should
not be sent : he owns in Holland he received >i\ hundred
livres ; which he spent in his journey, though he had money
from me when he went

;
he presses me to write to Lord

Albemarle, who, he says, promised his arrears should l>.-

paid for the year last past. What use he has been of. v ,,ii

know best; but it is certain lie can be of little now, unless
he has wherewithal to live, which I am confident he ha- tmt.

I cannot tell, but it would he convenient to encourage him.
especially if we are like to break with France; but you know
him much better; he talks <»t a correspondent, who will also

expect something. Tray speak to mv Lord Albemarle,
see whether he is to have anything or no. I hope you will

be so kind as to let me hear from you what is doing anil I

do assure you I do not cue who governs, SO the K Fairs

go well. In due time | may be remembered, hut I often think

of your saying that abroad one i^ always forgot though one
writes every post

;
it may be to little purpose I hear one
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Dormer has bought the exempt's place in the Yeomen of

the Guard : chi vuol ,patienza.'
n

(VI. 91.)

Dr. Humphrey Gower to Matthew Prior.

1700, Dec. 1 1[—22]. Ely.
—"As concerning you declara-

tion of your purpose at the election for burgesses, I wish
you all the success your heart desires, though I know
you will not expect any assistance from me that is not fairly

consistent with my engagements, which I take to be the

substance of what I said at that time when you were pleased

to enter into some discourse about that matter.
" Sir, you cannot but be sensible that I have a real respect

and affection for you. The first buddings of those hopes,

which have since so spread and flourished with universal

praise, passed not unobserved by me. It is with great satis-

faction that I find my conduct in relation to your concerns

here in your absence now justified if not applauded by several

that then thought otherwise of it. You are a member of

this Society ; and make the most of that, Sir, with all rny

heart, on this or any other occasion. But, Sir, I am of the

same opinion I was when you discoursed me on this subject.

I would not have you appear without a fair prospect of

success. I say, as I did then, that (in my opinion) a com-
petition if defeated (especially with great odds) will be of

no honour to you, nor in the least smooth the way for better

success another time. I may be allowed to know the

University pretty well, and I hope you have no temptation
to suspect the sincerity of my friendship to yourself. I may
be mistaken, but I think I have reason for what I say. You
had better decline than venture the competition, unless

you have such a view as I mentioned. You speak of friends

that manage your interest here
;
you best know who they

are, but I wonder we hear nothing of the success of their

management. I do not find that the interest of either of

our present representatives lessens in the least, nor that your
name has been set up, or much solicitation used ; but that

perhaps will not appear till nearer the occasion for it. That
is not my business.

" As for what you can expect from me I will be very plain,

as becomes me. I should be very loth to do anything to

the prejudice of Mr. Boyle (whom I honour), and more so

to be obliged to give my vote against you ; but from my
engagements to Mr. Hammond I cannot recede. He was
originally of our College, lived here as fellow-commoner with

great reputation several years. Since his leaving it I have
had great correspondence with him, and a friendship and
familiarity has been for divers years (before his appearing

as a candidate here) set on foot and cultivated between us.

His conduct in the House of Commons has been generally

approved by the University, which has had several occasions

to observe his conduct and to experience his zeal for the
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interests of it. He is represented to ua as one steady and
unbiassed, led blindfold l>\ no interest, party or popularity,
but acting and noting whether with these or those aa becomes
an Englishman, faithful to the establishment in Church and
State as it now Btands. And thus, I doubt not, would you
Bteer it in Buoh a oapacity. But, m\ Friend, bkhow you will

not desire me causelessly to desert my frfBnd, nor el

lightly, or discover levitj and inconstancy. It ia not a dis

tinction about gremicU, etc., that would justify Buch a

weakness. These elections ought not to go by a kind of

propriety, as it' an admission or country ought I

or supersede all other considerations whatsoever. It Buch
tiling prevail too much in other places, that will b<

argument to be used to Buch nun eu should make a cor-

poration of scholars. And here, Sir. it is reasonable for me
to advise (if that may be allowed me) thai you judge not
hastily of this College. I can't tell how your mans
report of it. Tis true your being a Fellov. (as I took i

in our conference) seems to give ad- and would
(considering your other qualifications) withoul question bring

over the whole body of this Society to your int< i if no
engagements, strong and powerful, had gotten p
Whether that be the case now. I believe you are more likely

to know than I. For, Sir, that is the next thing I am to say,

that I am no stickler. They that know my methods w 1

1 never visit or solicit. I constantly have the Fellows to them-
selves, taking them to be able to judge and choose for them-
selves, so that it frequently happens that our votes in the

School.- go several ways, and I am never offended at it. I

can't say that I ever got Mr. Boyle or .Mr. Hammond one
vote. I am sure I will not endeavour in the leasl by deed
or word to make you. Sir. lose one, I always reserving to

myself the free disposal of my own. It you proceed in your
purpose (as your present declaration as well as that formerly

cause me to expect), yon shall find me very kind and tender

of your interests, and then you cannot be offended at m\
steadiness in adhering to the engagements Bpecified in this

letter, and plainly enough intimated to you when we dis-

coursed this matter; for what I write novt at large is but

the same thing that I expressed then discernible enough to

one of much less penetration than yourself.

"Now, Sir, I have done, and .-hall make no apolog] for

anything I have writ ; I leave it to justify itseli how nastily

soever it he drawn up, to one of your justice and candour
Whether your appearing on this occasion will Bhock Mr Boyle

or Mr. Hammond most I profess I cannot fore ee Ml I wish

is that it may no way prejudice yourself, foi I heartily wish

you all honour and BUCceSB, though I am not at liberty to

advance it on this occasion in everj waj and in all particulars

as I desire. Bu1 be that aa it can, it is impossible that 1

should cease to he. Dear Sir. your very affectionate faithful

friend and servant
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Postscript.—" The respect shown to Dr. Nurse is no more

than he deserves, perhaps few in England merit encourage-

ment better. He is my friend, I love and respect him. I doubt

not but he will lay hold of any opportunities to express

his sense of what you have done for him in this particular.

" You can, I know, excuse this hasty scribble as well as the

extravagant length of this letter."

" You may believe it, that I do not use it : when I have

satisfied myself, I am not accustomed to laborious endeavours

to inform others of the reasonableness of my measures, unless

they appear very liable to be misunderstood by wise and

good men ; and that in matters of influence and importance my
age and retirement give me more title and warrant for such

liberty, now every day more and more." (VI. 92.)

Charles Jervas to Matthew Prior

1700, Christmas Day. N.S. Rome.—" The Pope's benedic-

tion to a devout pilgrim, the morrow's matrimony to a well-

stricken virgin, your letters to C. J. equally welcome. The

poem will be so too, though Conway misses it, for the poor

doctor left his skeleton at Naples, as I told Mr. Drift some

months ago. The holy door's being shut yesterday puts the

nation upon motion, most of them to the Carnival at Venice.

Lady Salisbury, followed at a modest lover's distance by
Colonel Josselyn. Lord Hastings has been only as far as

Malta, stays here some weeks, and in that time resolves at

his rate—Will Cecil is expected back shortly from the same

tour.
" I am glad to hear that you propagate the virtuoso

faith ; I shall endeavour to confirm your disciples in it by

disposing of their money with all possible care. I must take

the more time because I can't yet guess at Mr. Montague's

gusto. Some general hints as to subjects would be of service,

and it is convenient too, to order your or their banker to send

me a credit to Leghorn, that cash may be ready upon occasion,

for I am not here as at Paris, where I could take up hundreds

sterling without staying for bills or letters. However, so

soon as I light of anything for their purpose, [I] shall not

fail to secure it. I wrote once about Theodon the sculptor,

but that affair is over ; his present Holiness is a lover of

art, and consequently does not let him leave this town. The

fifty guineas for the Holy Family came seasonably to relieve

my honest correspondent Norris. If the naked boy (Christ)

bought at Paris may hang in its room, he has my orders

to send it to your hotel
—

'tis in a handsome frame. If

some other of your acquaintance would throw away a few

loose guineas upon it, perhaps forty or fifty would not be ill

bestowed, and to tell you the truth I am so intent upon going

through a regular course of study, and so pleased with the

opportunity, that my old collection shall go off as fast as I

can conveniently ; I purchased several pieces and prints, and
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was very fond of that, aa m for fut

by my application here will I)-- altogether I

not yel touched a penoil in Rome, and intend bl

for drawings and then Bomethii l lido, Titian

ivinjio fur the colouring, etc. All the pleasuye I have now
is to confront the former half-year with tljjj latter, and if I

can make a progress answerable to my indi thing

may be done. There are two or three that

disturb me mightily in the Poet rum
pecus ! Parfuriuni mont tur ridivul

poor comfort at last Magnis tamen excidit

94.)

Robert Sanderson to Matthew Pbio

l7<>2-.*i, Jan. 28[-Feb. 8].
—

" My affaire have but

melancholy aspect at present, for I'm out of all

of business, by reason Mr. Uymer is 0U1 of tha I his

late Majesty in his Council commanded him to attend. I

have been for several years assisting to him therein, and with

how much diligence and fidelity I have him in it he

will be ready to satisfy any person -hall pl(

himself the trouble of asking the quest]

"I make my humble application to you i save a Bii

person, who, besides an eternal gratitude, shall take no little

pride in owning you my patron. I'm abundantly convi

that it is absolutely in your power; and your chare

besides my own particular knowledge of your kind and generous

disposition, will not suffer me to doubt of your good incli-

nation to assist the distressed
;

give me leave then to ]

it my humble request to yen to help me into any emplo

Postscript.—"If you please to send me your commands to

wait upon you, I lodge at Mr. Jeofts, againsl the Three Cups

Tavern in Holborn." (VII. 8.)

The Duke of Marlborough to Mvitiikw Pb

1704, August 3. [N.S.I Friedb r Marlborough's

Letters and Dispatches, ed. .Murray, i. 384.] (VII.

A[dam] C[ardonnf.t.| to Matthew Prior.

1704, Augusl 7. [N.S.] Camp at Boghenworl [Hohen-

wart].— iL We have made qo greal p] since our bu

at Schellenberg, except i1 be burning and d< troying

Elector's country, wherein we have our

last march was all in fire and -moke. W(
besiege Ingoldstadt, and I wish to God il

that I might get safe out of thia count

A[dam] C[ardonnel] to Matthew Pb

1704, Oct. 31. [X.S.| ("amp at Tr< I night

late I received your packet, and at the same time presented
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the enclosed to nvy Lord Duke, who would have returned you
his thanks himself, if he had not been obliged to be on horse-

back early this morning. His Grace therefore commands me
to do it, and to let you know at the same time that, though

some people may have endeavoured to give him wrong impres-

sions of you, it has not had the least effect with him, and
that he is sure if your heart had not gone hand in hand with

the poet, you could not have said so much in his favour beyond
his merit, and that he will endeavour to deserve your friendship,

and that you may rely entirely on his upon all occasions.

Thus much for my Lord Duke, being, as near as I can

remember, his own expressions.
" And now I must thank you likewise for your merry letter.

I have been too busy to have been in that ' Qu ' for many
a month, and a journey of a thousand miles more at least

before I get to The Hague will keep me low enough till I meet
you at your headquarters in Duke Street over a bottle.

" Adieu, my dear friend, I am so starved with cold that

I can hardly hold my pen." (VII. 11.)

The Duke of Marlborough to Matthew Prior.

1706, June 14. [N.S.] A[e]rze[e]le.—" Your letter of con-

gratulation on a late victory, which I meet in my way to

The Hague, afforded me a very agreeable entertainment, for

which I return you thanks, and pray you will believe me
always with truth your most humble servant." (VII. 13.)

Adam Cardonnel to Matthew Prior.

1706, June 17. [N.S.] Camp at A[e]rze[e]le.—" My good

friend, believe me the Devil has no hand in what we are

doing ; we are guided by a better genius, which, I hope, will

still help us to mumble and humble the rogues till their great

monarch is brought to know himself.
" Your letter has been carefully delivered to my Duke as

you desire, and enclosed you have his thanks." (VII. 14.)

Sir Thomas Hanmer to Matthew Prior.

1706, July 18[-29]. Euston.—" I am so much obliged to

you for a present I received this week that I must return

you my thanks, though I am not judge enough to hope you'll

accept my commendation. Were I a General, I should desire

to preserve the favour of your muse next to Fortune's, and
I will not doubt but they who could perform the actions will

know how to value such a record of them.
" But now your journey to Parnassus is over, pray change

horses and come into a thicker air. Since your Pegasus has

carried you so well, you need not doubt your mare, for you
keep one as idle in the stable as the other ; and if a fond muse
will follow you on foot hither, perhaps we may show you as

proper shades for you to converse in as any other place.



" To be more in earnest with yen. I hope you will not forfeit

the oharaoter of an honesl man, and how muofa that is

engaged in your coming to Euston aeed not be told you, since I

see by your letter you remember you promised it. 5Tou may
be sure no man alive would be more welcome, and I bope
you have nothing to 'I" bu1 to rive your brethren warning
and claim their attendance ai the Board [of Trade] wlnl-i

you take your turn abroad." (VII. l >

|

[Dr. HiMriiKKY Cnwi.ii| to .Mvnm.w Pbi<

1706, August 9| 20]. Thriplow, near Cambridge. Thank-
ing Prior for his poem, and adding: " It continues -till to

be the most agreeable entertainmenl I meel with in this

pleasant place, which affords me the besl I enjoy anywhere.

I offer the same to my visitants too, who accept it as Buch,

for though they come no strangers to your Ode, it is fresh

entertainment to read it again, repeat out of it, and discourse

concerning it. The particular interest I have always claimed

in the Author, and my having it from his own hands seem to

allow me a more than ordinary concern in the applause and

praises that are paid him on this occasion. It would be strange

if such a performance should not meel with more than

praise expressed by words, or not procure to its author some-

thing else besides honour and immortality." (VII. 18.)

Sir Thomas Haxmer to Matthew Prior.

1706, August 23[-Sept. 3]. Euston.
—

" As 'tis natural for

people under the expectation of pleasure to be very exact

in computing time, I reckon now the full account of day-

is up. which by your last letter was fixed for your Suffolk

journey. And of this it is the more necessary to remind you,

lest Mrs. Ramsay's flight from us should be earlier than your

motion towards us, and I should be loth you Bhould loa

material a pari of your entertainment here.

" Bv all the accounts we have from your famous city we

conclude it at this time not better peopled than Carolii

the poorest colony under the compassion of your Board, and

yet the solitude of it has charms enough with you to make

the parting grievous. How little hopes, then, must we I

of you if you should May to see the delights of Bartholomew

Fair open upon you ! how impossible will it be to divorce you

from it then! "lie resolute, then, and go nol into the temp-

tations of that inviting place. Think how much your honour

is concerned in keeping your word, and how much ii becomes

a man to renounce his pleasure for the sake of that. I hope

you have no particular mistress new enough and fond enough

to detain you there, and I am sine you have here a sincere

friend and a most faithful humble Bervant." (VII. Ifl
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Adam Cardonnel to Matthew Prior.

1707, July 14. [N.S.] Camp at Meldert.
—

" I have deferred

answering your letter of the 13th past, O.S., in hope of

sending you one at the same time from my Lord Duke, or

at least to have told you that he had complied with your

request in recommending the contents of yours to him to my
Lord Treasurer; but am sorry I can do neither, perceiving

His Grace does not think it proper at this juncture, though

I may venture to assure you it is not want of friendship or

good will, for when I first heard of yours and my master

Blathwayt's remove, I took the liberty to tell His Grace in

the most friendly manner I could what I thought of your

circumstances, and he was pleased to answer me, under an

injunction of the greatest secrecy, that he had and would take

care of you.
" I wish you joy of coming into Hampshire

;
you may

depend upon a visit when I go to and return from Hampton
[Southampton]. There is a young gentleman, a relation of

mine, who is called to the bar, that lives near Farnham; I

must beg leave to recommend him to your friendship and
protection." (VII. 21.)

Sir Jonathan Trelawny, Bishop of Winchester, to

Matthew Prior.

1707, August 2 [-13].
—

" I had not written to you this post

but to acquaint you that Dyer in his public letters into this

country tells us you are going into orders, which is much
more surprising news than that you sent me of your finding

Mr. Trelawny at study and Ned boxing, for each of them
was in his way. I don't doubt of your having your eye upon
the bishopric of Winchester, but I beg you would not expect

it these twenty years ; after that I wish you may have it at

least as many more.
" I wish you would wait on Mr. Churchill and desire him

to let Mr. Johnson know that the rectory of Knoyle in the

pleasantest part of Wiltshire in my gift, and reckoned to me
worth 3001. a year, is now void, and by the command of my
Lord Duke of Marlborough at Dr. Shaw's service.

" I would have Dr. Shaw be very nimble in the matter and
go down with speed to see it whilst his instruments are pre-

paring, because it is harvest time, and he will certainly suffer

by the Bishop of Sarum's sequestering it into ill hands.
" For Matthew Prior, Esq., at his house in Duke Street,

Westminster." (VII. 22.)

The Dtjke of Marlborough to Matthew Prior.

1707, August 25. [N.S.] Camp at Soignies.—[See Marl-

borough's Letters and Dispatches, ed. Murray, iii. 530.]

(VII. 24.)



Ki>\\ ARD Si. i Tiiwi.i.i. to M \l I III.W PBIOB
17Hi, May 30| June 10]. Dublin. " Dyer's lett< i

people \ci-\- Hindi
; ever} poet be Bays somethin

Lord Sunderland; Bometimee thai be is packing up
papers, and many suoh Lnsolenoies whiofa I wondei
suffered.'' —

~

"I know but little of the Court here, baying
business t<> do; but those who frequent it saj thej believe

my Lord seems dubious how Long be in • he

prudently avoids all expense and i- \.iy civil '•

body.

"Last night in the Coffee House, .Mr. Snadwell, one of my
Lord's chaplains, gave a guinea to another parson 1'.

two pence a day whilst my Lord is in the Government, and
he hopes to make a little fortune out <>i bis bet.

"Let me hear soon, and don't be too stingy." (VII. :{-.)

Sir Thomas Hanmer to Matthew Prior.

1710, June 15[-26]. Euston. -"Though 1 am rery well

pleased to have left the town, I will not be Bpiteful en
to you who remain in it to talk of the plea i in-

country, except of one which yon yourself have conti

for me, the receiving a letter from yon ; and tin- than I

owe you for it won't suffer me to be silent in thai. Sou
see I might have lost the summer if I had Btayed to Bee the

fruits of the secret consultations which
world. Methinks they ripen very slowly, and 1 wish they

be not overtaken and nipped by the winter. One obser-

vation I can make, and I may venture to do it

arises most properly in the country, that the time which has

already been lost must make a new election more incon-

venient (were it now to come n< -\ oon), and delaying it

much longer will make it impossible. The conclusion, i

fore, the dullest of us may draw, that without that

nothing can go on, for a new ministry with an old Parliament

will be worse than the Gospel absurdity of ;i pine of new

cloth in an old garment, or new wine in old b

"Don't think me quite destitute of public spirit if 1

confess to you I think pretty indifferently of t

and feel no palpitations of heart concerning them. I

a fault, 1 can't help wishing it to bat you

might have no reason t<» wait upon the humours "i mi

the tricks of State." (Nil. 34.)

Lionel Cranfield, Earl of l><>i;- [atthe^

1710, July 14[-25]. Knole.
—

" If what I

is true concerning your
to wish you joy; but 1 can't help think

i

Church friends think of doing for yon, and

pension is all you are to get for being so l >, in
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my poor opinion you could hardly have fared worse if you
had never renounced Presbytery.

" I hope I need not tell you how well I wish you, and that

if this piece of news is true, how sincerely I wish it may only

be a forerunner of something infinitely better." (VII. 35.)

Sir Thomas Hanmer to Matthew Prior.

1710, July 17[-28]. Euston.
—"I am glad to hear my

Lord Anglesey has some amends made him for the dis-

appointment in the Seals [Secretary of State], which had
been so long by public voice voted to him. As they are

fallen into the hands of a brother commissioner of yours

[Lord Dartmouth], I hope you can't be without some benefit

from them, by his friendship at least, if not by his removal,

though both foreign and home prints put you into the place

he leaves, and that's an acknowledgment how much 'tis your

due, whether it be a true account of fact or no. I conclude

it is not so, because you make no mention of it in your letter,

and I conclude you wish my pleasure enough not to be silent

in anything which you know would be the cause of so much
to me.

" You take a very ill argument to persuade me to come up
to town to hear and learn the news there, when I have it at

so much better advantage in the relations you give me of it."

(VII. 36.)

Peter Needham to Matthew Prior.

1710, July 20[-31]. St. John's College, [Cambridge].—" I

am just returned hither out of the country, and find to my
great satisfaction that you are at last restored to your com-
mission, which I sincerely wish you a long and happy
enjoyment of, unless a further promotion should prevent it.

The other day I met with Mr. Annesley and Mr. Castleton,

who confirm the good news, and give me hopes that this will

not be the last mark of Her Majesty's favour to you."

(VII. 37.)

The Earl of Cholmondeley to Matthew Prior.

1710, July 26[-August 6].
—" My very good friend, nothing

is so acceptable to a country gentleman like myself than to

hear from my friends in town, and amongst them you stand

in the first rank. I am only concerned that you do not

confirm the news that is in the foreign Gazette to me, that

Mons. Prior is made one of the Commissioners of Trade.

In good truth I would rather hear that confirmed than have

a patent for my own place [Treasurer of the Household] for

life ; though these times are as dangerous and uncertain for

those that set their hearts upon holding places as perhaps

ever were.

"I sit and philosophize over your Reflections Curieuses,

and in the main am come to this point, that my books, my



garden, and mj two little rooms over my greenfa

my besl tenure. And for one that baa neither uperatition

nor more religion than is absolutely neoe sary, a quiet mind
is better than to embroil, plague, and trouble myseli

the kn s and Eo Is aboul either Church or State, th<

I were sun- to get by it especially sinoe I ana like to muster
in the last class and nol in the first.

But to l<-a\ e polit ics, I desire Cavaliei I >
.

• w ould let

mo know what size he must have the stone got for his double
figures, for should we go <»n with the design <>t his cutting

the figures for my garden, I am in hopes I can find stone here,

which will not only Bave the charge "t carriage, hut will

secure us from any breach <>r dams o long a waj of

carriage as is from London hither. Praj let me know this

in your next, and as anything new either at home or ab
happens, oblige your country friend with it, who cannot
to the price of .Mr. Dyer, ami therefore am quite ignorant

how matters go." (VII. 38.)

Viscount Weymouth to Matthew Prior.

1710, August ll[-22]. Longleat.
—

" Knowing how little 1

could be serviceable to anybody, being in reality and ab

esteemed a miles emeritus, it had been arrogance to have
invited a correspondence, but yen have long known that your
letters were very acceptable to me.

"
I have not seen any prints that mentioned any other

employment for you than that yon are restored to, wherein

you may be very useful to the public, if you will please to

set your shoulders to it, for Messieurs de Buyse and Vander-

dussen, the now arbiters of peace and war, will scarce break

their brains to restore or increase the sinking trade of

England.
"There is indeed a great man [Godolphin] fallen, but he is

not buried, and whoever shall be his successors will have

work enough to keep the tottering cart upon the wheels.
" We are very busy in preparing tor a 1 1.w Parliament, ami

shall, 1 fancy, have pretty good BUCC688 in many elections, but

it will be difficult to satisfy the expectations of 560 men. and

I never knew undertakers for Parliaments conic off without

some scratches.

"

n

(VII. 39.)

The Earl of Cholmondeley to MattheVi Prior

l7lo. August 16| 27]. "My g 1 friend, I am extremely

abliged to you for your kind letters and the account you

give me of these mighty events that are now in agitation.

For my own part I would much rather hear your Bentimente

upon these matters than publish my own. h had

a very good opinion of the fire i the last.

And in good truth, as it is \ ery difficult from the first lines

of a landscape to judge the paint

be a storm or a calm, so in these nice points 1 think it pru-
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dence for us country gentlemen to suspend our judgments
till Mr. Dyer, our top politician, lets us further into the

secret. For my own part I have no other curiosity than what
my duty to the Queen and the good of my country naturally

leads me to; and if those go well, I am satisfied. I am quite

out of the bustle, and have nothing but my own actions to

answer for, which are in a very narrow sphere, about my private

pleasures and concerns. For the rest I sincerely wish my
friend Mr. Prior as great a share in these revolutions as he
can desire himself." (VII. 40.)

Adam Cardonnel to Matthew Prior.

1710, Sept 1. [N.S.] Gand.—" I thank you, my dear friend,

for your kind concern ror me. I have indeed had a
severe time of it, five or six days together light-headed, with
convulsions for ten days, but I thank God I have now
recovered a pretty good measure of strength, so that I design

in two days for the army, where I will not fail to make your
compliments immediately to His Grace [Marlborough] ; and if

I ever get into Duke Street again, I promise you it shall not
be my fault if we are not better neighbours." (VII. 52.)

Sir Thomas Hanmer to Matthew Prior.

1710, Sept. 2[-13]. Euston.
—

" I am very much obliged

to you for the trouble j^ou have taken to secure our
Quakers in the interest we wish them, but am sorry to tell

you what the fruit of it all is ; for either there is a great

mistake somewhere or your friend Sir [sic] William [Penn]
has dealt deceitfully with us. I applied myself to Dikes (the

person you referred to) and after I had told him my errand
and given him the signs which were to prove my mission, he
was very much surprised, not knowing how to distrust either

me or my tokens, and yet he assured me he had by that post

received a letter from that very Edmund Cross, of Wood-
bridge, whom you mentioned as the person who was to

receive the verbal directions from Sir William and convey
them to the brethren, winch letter expressly contradicted

mine and earnestly recommended Sir Philip Parker and
myself. I then hoped that might be a letter written before

Sir WT
illiam had spoke to Cross ; I therefore desired him to

write again, that the matter might be explained to him.
This at my request he did, and last night sent me an account
of the answer he received, which was positive for Sir Philip

Parker. I can now go no farther in tracing the mystery,
but must send it back again to you to discover the reason
of such a proceeding. I make no doubt but you explained
yourself to Sir William, that Sir Robert Davers was to be
the partner in the same interest with me, but whether he
made himself rightty understood by his subordinate friends

is the only doubt which remains with me. For it has been
an artifice used even here in the country by that party to
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give i( oul (ha( Sir Philip and 1 join, and with many ignorant
people the trick obtained 90 far thai it baa oosl tneno little

pains to undeoeive them.
"It Sir William therefore gave the word for me and my

partner and thej b} wrong information believed Sir Philip
to be so. this possibly maj liave occasioned th< mistake;
otherwise I see nothing thai can clear Sir WmTam of having
equivocated with you. I leave it to your farther enquiry,
and if you can find him soon, and he be willing and in

earnesl to Bel this right, the time is nol yel too late, for our
election is n..i to be till Wednesday fortnight, which i- the
18th."

PosUcri'pt.- " "Ka very confidently said thai the Duke of

Ormond makes interesl for Stanhope, and thai bo does the
Duke of Buckingham. It comes indeed from those whom
I believe the less the more confidently they relate anything

;

but 1 wish very much to be satisfied in it. therefore pray
inform me of the naked fact." (VII. U.)

II i:\ry St. John to Matthew I'kior.

1710, Sept. ll[-22].
—"I suppose you are by this time

returned from the country, and therefore I send this note
to acquaint you thai the Queen has been moke to in your
affair.

"She is inclined to show you her favour, and is indifferenl

which commission she places you in; so thai if you settle

your business with the ministers. I believe it will meel with
no obstruction above.
"I am always glad of an occasion of showing yon that

I am very truly your, etc."

Postscript.—"Give me notice when you renew your appli-

cation,, that ] may put my helping hand at the same time
to what you desire." (VII.

Sir Thomas Haxmer to Matthew Prior.

1710, Sept. ll[-22]. Euston.—"Bui that I have been
from home this whole fortnighl lasl past, I should have
written 1<> you, both because I have your letter to thank yon
for and a great deal in my <>wn thoughts which I want to

tell you of. Bui neither have I a moment's time now to do
it, for I am teased and tired out of my lite with an opposition

which lias lately arisen in this county, and though I am
not opposed myself, il costs me ten tunes more pain- to

support my partner, who is very strenuously pushed it

Sir Philip i'arker. wh<> has lately had a greal deal <>t money
left him. scatters it upon the occasion at no rale, and this

is seconded by three the greatest men of this county, who
are content too for the forming an interesl to Btoop the

lowest. You'll wonder to hear that 1 am to Bolicil \<»u on

this subject, but 1 believe yon may very effectively help as,
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and I beg you will. There are a great many Quakers here,

who, I find, promise nobody, and preserve themselves indif-

ferent, by which T conclude they have yet received no instruc-

tion from their leaders. I know you are very well acquainted
with Sir [sic] William Penn, and I am apt to believe, if he
be well applied to, he may at this juncture command his

flock to appear for us. Let me desire you therefore to seek
him out as soon as possibly you can, and to press him on this

point." (VII. 43.)

The Earl of Cholmondeley to Matthew Prior.

1710, Sept. 19[-30].—"I was turning over Mons. Bayle's

Letter to a Doctor of Sorbonne when I received my good
friend Mr. Prior's last letter, and I could not help thinking

that they are more portentous than any comet. I have
received not one from you but what has either foretold

or pointed out some remarkable change, or the downfall of

some great man. Your last letter informs me that great

and consummate politician, the Duke of Bolton, is turned
out, and a much greater than he is come in his place, the
Duke of Beaufort. Thus the State wheel keeps time with
the lottery wheel, and whilst some few unexpectedly carry
away the great prizes, the majority go off with blanks.

The uncertainties in the public affairs of the world, and the
uneasiness that naturally belongs to them does in good
earnest still more and more fix my inclinations upon the quiet

of my garden and a country life, from which I shall be with
great difficulty drawn. However, my most hearty and sincere

wishes are that everything may be done for the honour, glory

and safety of the Queen ; and though I own this is but a very
impotent way of serving Her Majesty, yet a Treasurer, as I

am, without cash and with little or no credit, hath nought
else that I know but wishes. May every one in their

several stations have the same disinterested zeal and sincerity

in their words and actions as I will ever have, and then our
good Queen will never be brought into any trouble.

" I hope my servants have sent the two pots of venison
and fowl, which I desire Nanny and you will remember a
country friend over."

Postscript.—" Pray tell Chevalier David I shall have time
enough to settle all matters with him at my coming to

town." (VII. 44.)

William Edmundson to Matthew Prior.

1710, Oct, 1[-12]. [St. John's College, Cambridge.]—" It

is the unanimous request of the Master and Fellows that

you would be pleased to come down on Wednesday next
and assist Mr. Shaw in his election for this place on
Thursday in the room of Mr. Annesley, who is called to the

House of Lords. He is a particular friend of Mr. Hill's. I



presume he will wall upon you himsell Excuse ha

(VII. 46.)

Wnii \m Sn w\ to M \ 1 1 in w Priob

I7l<», Oct. i| 12]. " I inn M the favour of you,
if it be possible, t<> assisl me wiih your \-< -i .**rn the ensuing
election a1 Cambridge My Lord Anglosev declines stand

and the contesl is like to be great, and the division o i

thai for aughl can be foreseen one voice may turn it Hie
election comes on upon Thursday nexl at two o'clock, and
if you can possibly come down to assisl me, I vou
it will be a greal obligation to your friend Mr Hill (who gives

me leave to make use of bis name to you), to the whole
society of St. John's, who are entirely in my interest, and
to, etc." (VII. 47.)

GRA< i: Shaw to MATTHEW PlUOR.

1710, Oct. 2[-13]. St. James's Street, "Mr. Shaw is

gone t" Cambridge this morning. He unite to you lasl night,

but forgot then to beg the favour of you to use vour into

in .Mr. Wade, of Trinity College, to go down to Cambridge to

assist him with his vote."

Postscript.— " 1 think .Mr. Wade lodges in Bromley Si

in Drury Lane, at Dr. Hobart's." (VII. !

Lord Halifax to Matthew Prior.

1713[-14], Dec. 23[-Jan. 3].—" Now the posl is open and

I can write to Mr. Prior as a friend without charging the

Secretary's packet with an address to a greal minister, I

shall be fond ^\' beginning a correspondence aboul matters

which no wa\ concern the State. You are in the place of the

world I have the greatest inclination to lee, and Binoe by one

accidenl or other perhaps it will never be proper for me to

make thai voyage, I musl beg your assistance to procure me
some things which that happy climate furnishes better than

any other. You told me you were acquainted with Frdre

Francois who writ the Jardinier solitain ;
I have by advance

made him this compliment, 1 have planted a garden of four

acres a1 Bushy exactly upon his plan and design. Bui 1

have a greater scheme in my bead :
I have a farm a1 Apsoourl

of a hundred acres, all within a wall
;

ii was formerly a

I. ii! the bouse is pulled down. The soil is perhaps the best

in England for fruit, as appears by what is planted, and I would

turn the whole into gardens t u>\ orchards for fruit. People

would persuade me there ar< d trees to be had hei

in Franc, that their to •'>\ much by the hard

but I would willingly try the experimenl and make this plan-

tation, by your assistance for if my ground Bhould agree with

the trees (and they tell me 'tis nol unlike the French

1 should have better fruit than anybody. ?ou find 1 should
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want a great quantity, and 1 am not pressed in time, for the

ground will not be prepared quickly, that there will be room

to advise and take due measures in the choice of the trees

most proper for our climate. Having thus opened my grand

design, I desire that you will at leisure, and to unbend your

mind, discourse Frere Francois and the learned in these

affairs, and give me your thoughts upon it. Sir Andrew Foun-

taine has much obliged me in buying some little bustos and

figures for me ; I beg to trouble vou with the enclosed to

deliver to him." (VII. 53.)

[The Earl op Oxford] to Matthew Prior.

1713-14, Jan. 16-27.
—

" I have begun a very large letter

to my dear friend Matthew, but cannot finish it until 1

return from Windsor, as you will perceive, when it comes to

you, the reason of it. But I must not let Jonathan [Prior's

servant] go without two words to tell you how much and how
entirely I am your true friend and servant, and that the

Queen is satisfied with your conduct, as we all have reason.
" The Queen's gout is going off, she came out into the

rooms on Thursday. The alarm arose from her being at

Windsor, which I could not dissuade her from staying so long

where she likes and found herself so well. You know she

has every year an access of an ague.
" Jonathan brings the instruments for the Queen's dowry

;

you may be sure they are such as our forms of law require.

I beg you to be present as a witness at Her Majesty's signing

them. Pray let there be no scruples, wThich will tend only

to delay the payments, and you see already how Her Majesty's

trustee has embarrassed and delayed the affair ; and yet you
know what his father owed and professed to that Princess.

" Mons. Lafay will bring my letters and compliments to

Mons. Torcy. I am ever, dear friend, yours." Unsigned.

(VII. 54.)

Lord Halifax to Matthew Prior.

1713[-14], March 20[-31].—" I give you a thousand thanks

for two obliging letters I have received from you, and the

fruit trees, which are all come in good condition, and are

planted at Bushy. I wish you had sent with the trees the

memoire that Frere Francois made of the cost, that I might
with the more freedom have desired your assistance in

buying other things, and especially in finishing my plan-

tations. If you will allow me to correspond with you on
those terms, you will do me a very sensible pleasure, but

I cannot content myself to put you to trouble and expense

too upon the score of ancient friendship.
" I am also obliged to Mr. Drift for some melon-seed, which

I shall try this year. This kind present puts me upon
asking a further favour of that kind, which is, that, when
you have an opportunity of sending them easily, you would
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furnish me wiili some Beed of the herbs oommonly used for
" s.-ilat iu.LT *

; I have Bometimei had of them Prom Madam
Governey, and they ea1 muoh better, hut they booh degem
when raised from their aeed bere.

"•
I wish you could I to me anything*thal would be

agreeable from hence; if you care for mall drink, I think I

could Bend good of any Bort." (VTI. 51.)

Sib James Montage to M » 1 1 mi.w Pbiob.

1711. Oct. L7[-28]. "Dear Mat. Dick Shelton acquaint-
ing me he was to write to inform you of Lord Halifax- kind
intentions to renev his friendship with you, 1 was willing
'his a. •count of a matter, which, I hope, will be very pleasing
to you, should be hacked w ii h another authority, and since
I can vouch for the truth of what be is to relate, I thought
it would not be unacceptable to le1 you know thai I have
had since some further discourse with your old master con-
cerning y«m. and in it he expressed more concern than I can
represenl in this paper, to find there had been no better care
taken of you. Be is likewise ;1 good deal uneasy to find
people here so little disposed to do anything in your favour

;

therefore does apprehend he may meel with some difficulties

in his endeavours to serve yon ;
but is resolved, lei the

trouble be more or less, he will let you see he retains a

tenderness towards yon. which will exerl itself whenever
there is a proper occasion.

"The chief thing al presenl he desires to be informed of

is how matters stand, and which way you can propose for
him to lake for the doing you the mosl service.

" The present turn of affairs happening to be on our side,

he and I are go! again into office, as the public newspapers
have ere now informed you; which puts as both in Borne
hurry and has hindered me from writing sooner to you."
(VIL 55.)

The Earl op Halifax to Matthew Pbiob.

1714, Nov. 4[-15].
—"] have received the favour of two

letters from you, to which I was nneasj to give an answer.
]n those you was pleased i" speak ol some point- aboul
which our notions are very different. I shall always avoid
to say disagreeable things to anj one, especially to those
one wishes well. Nor would l willinglj Beem to be misled
and imposed upon. Therefore, it you please, lei all tl

matters be passed over, and nol mentioned any more.
" As to your affairs in the Treasury, I Bend you the account

ol what you have received and ol the hills you have drawn.
T mentioned it to Mr. Shelton, who was surprised al the sum.
and seemed nol to believe it was bo. It you think lit. you
will explain it.

'' The commission of the Customs is renewed, in which you
are omitted. 1 doubl in that you will think you mighl have
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been favoured, but, if I may have credit with yon, it was

impossible." (VII. 56.)

Paul Metruen to Matthew Prior.

1714. Nov. 27[-Dec. 8]. London.— " I am ashamed that

I have been so long without answering yours of the 9th

inst., and beg you would believe that the only reason of this

delay was because I was in hones to send you some comfort

at the same time that I acknowledged the favour of your

letter.
" You will have heard of my going to Spain ; and my

departure is fixed for the tenth of the next month, so that

I have not been at the Treasury this last fortnight, nor can

I meddle with anything more there whilst I stay ; howsoever,

I must take this opportunity to acquaint you that I think

my Lord Halifax is really and sincerely as desirous to serve

you as I myself or any other of your friends can be ; but your
case seems to be so particular in relation to the Treasury

that he does not well know how to go about it. For it does

not appear that you ever had any Privy Seal or settled

allowance, as all other ministers who go abroad have, and
consequently those who are in the Treasury have no authority

for paying you anything. Besides which they say you have
drawn bills for more money since your being in France than
would have been due to you if you had had the character of

ambassador extraordinary, which I do not believe.
" When I sat there and received your letter, I told my

brethren that I supposed your case was that your being sent

to France without any other character but that of plenipo-

tentiary was that you might not by ceremonies be hindered

from doing business, and that the Earl of Oxford had only

told you that he would take care to pay your bills for the

money you was forced to spend.
" Upon the whole matter, I must do my Lord Halifax the

justice to say that I think he is disposed to serve you, and
I hope will somehow or other bring it about. I can assure

you that I heartily pity your condition, and never see his

lordship without putting him in mind of it. And if you are

pleased to allow a man, who has not the honour of being so

well known to you as he could wish, the freedom of giving

you advice in this juncture, I believe the best course you
can take is to insist on staying where you are till your
demands are satisfied.

" I beg pardon for presuming to offer any to one who is

so much a better judge of men and business than myself,

but what I say proceeds only from my sincere wishes and
desire to serve you. You will excuse my troubling you with

the enclosed for the Due d'Aumont ; he was very civil to

me here, and I shall always have a great respect for him.

If I have not given him his right titles or all of them, I hope
he will be so kind as to excuse it." (VII. 57.)
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The E \i:i. OF II M.irw to M \'i I ni.w PRIOH

171 t. Dec. -| 13]. "We have been under more difficulty
i" know Iimu to Berve you than you will easily ima
The payments you have actually received, and the bille

have drawn do bo far exceed anj allowance either as pleni-

potentiary or ambassador thai we were M a lose to I

how we could justify any further payments.
"I read your letters to th< King and did not omil doing

you all the good I could. The King hae therefore ord
you should be paid ili«' allowance oi .1 plenipotentiary from
the it Vugusl to the I si December, together with a bill of

extraordinariet amounting in the whole to 1,176/., and the
bills which were due In the Queen's time will be paid in

course ou1 of the Queen's arrears. I hope this will be to your
satisfaction: I do assure you, if I could have contrived a rule

more favourable to you, I would have offered it." VII

.1 \mi:s Stanhope to M itte i.\\ Prior,

171 1
].'». Feb. 7[-18]. Whitehall " In answer to your

letters of the ls1 and 12th oi February I ahall only Bay
thai I have truly acquainted His Majesty with the contents
of them as likewise with the justice done to you by th<- E rl

of Stair in all his despatches. I likewise represented to His
.Majesty in Council, thai ii would !>« impossible f»>r you t<>

return home, unless you were enabled to pay your debts;
upon which His Majesty lias been pleased to cured thai your
demands as staled t<> my Lord Halifax be complied with,

and accordingly I have signified His Majesty e pleasure

thereupon to Lord Halifax" (VI I 59.)

The E mm. <>i II \1.1i' w to M \ii 11 1 \\ Prior

[Same date.;
"

'Tis with greal pleasure thai I cannov lei

you know thai upon reading my Lord Stair's letter, giving

an accounl of your readiness t<» obey His Majesty's orders,

the King has directed us to pay you 2,4082. for the tw<> hills

of extraordinaries which you demanded, which together with

what is due to you ye1 on your ordinary allowance -hall be

dispatched with all the favour and civilitj we can -Imw you.
'Twill be a greal pleasure i<> me in particular to hasten your
return from an unhappy and uneas} station to your own
country and friends, in which number I desire you will rank

m« " (VII. 60.)

The E MM. OF < 'lll>TI IM I I I l> tO M \ I I III W PRIOR

1717. June 15| 26]. "I have received your letter 0! the

lllh instant, and 'tis a satisfaction t" me when blige

an ingenious man. as I lind I have done you, and only by

sending you a trifle which I am elad was I bl< u
much as you think yourself oul of the world, you musl allow

me to !><• more bo, it you do bul reflecl how miserable I am



448

by the unfortunate want of my hearing ; and though we are

all apt to be partial to ourselves, yet I believe I may safely

say that nothing this world affords can be an equivalent for

the loss of so very useful a sense as that of hearing. To say

more on this subject is only renovate dolorem, so I dismiss it.

Whatever may become of other mortals when they quit this

gay stage of noise, folly, madness, nonsense and impertinence,

you are sure (glow-worm-like) to shine in the dark by the

bright poems you will leave behind you. Dignum laude

virum Musa vetat mori. As to your enemies, nobody in this

world is without them, and the best way to be rid of that

sort of vermin is to despise such as are not worth our anger

;

and others perhaps by kindness may be brought over to be

our friends, as Catullus was by Julius Caesar, who, you know,

invited him to supper after he had writ a severe satire upon

him and entertained him as kindly as if it had been a

panegyric. A rare instance of moderation or dissimulation !

Henry the Fourth of France, who was a good judge of men,

used to say that more flies were caught by one drop of honey

than a whole tun of vinegar. If a certain prince had tried

this experiment at his first coming to the Crown, I believe

he would not have met with that trouble and animosity from

his subjects he has done. I do not wonder at your being out

at Court, if you can't slide well, for 'tis very slippery ground,

and the wise Earl of Strafford, who had his head cut off by

a company of knaves as well as fools, advised his eldest son

never to aspire to a higher employment in the service of his

country than that of justice of the peace. Perhaps the

present Earl of Strafford (notwithstanding his excess of

bloated pride) may have wished more than once that he had

followed this maxim. For what the poet says is true.

Tolluntur in altum, Ut lapsu graviora ruant ; and I hope our

young Phaeton will quickly find it so, for I take him to be

no better qualified for the high place he is now in, by tripping

up the heels of his old friend and cuckold than the other

Phaeton was to drive the horses of the sun. But 'tis a very

common thing for madmen to undertake what they are not

able to perform. Pray my service to Mr. Shelton, whom I

think a very good sort of a man." (VII. 67.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.
1717, Sept. 14[-25]. Duke Street, Westminster.—" I ought

rather, my dear Lord, to have brought my person to

Wimple than have sent you this epistle from Duke Street,

but I shall be detained by a little business about a fortnight

longer, and will with your good liking send a little before for

your coach to be ordered to meet me at Royston. In the mean-

time pray send me word how long you will be at Wimple, for

I hear you are going into the North ; how long the Earl of

Oxford stays with you, how my Lady and little Madam
Margaretta do, and what else you think may tend to my satis-
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faction, and more particularly it' you have got me a rich

wife in Cambridgeshire. 1 have nothing more to saj to jrou

now hut whit I -hall Bay to you for ever, thai I am entirely,

etc." (I. 3.)

Simon 1 1 \k< o\ bt to M \ 1 1 m w Prii .

1717. Sept. 24| Oct, 5]. Cockthorp. ' Dear Brother, I

readily acknowledge the statutes of our Fraternity [The
Brothers], and will always endeavour to observe them, in

pnints especially that so nearly concern the interest of my
brother Trior.

"I fear upon further enquiry into the affair of the
Charterhouse, you will find you have been misinformed. Lord
Haivouit assures me he has actually filled up his next turn,

and left it, signed and sealed at the Charterhouse, in the
hands of the proper officer. The hoy my father has nomi
nated is a Bon of the Rev. Christophei an old man,
and what is worse, I tear, your schoolfellow. By this you
will see your presenl case is not within the Statutes of our
Society, and how impossible it is for us to have the satis-

faction of doing a pleasurable thing to you. All I can Bay
to you is, since your heart is so immovably bent upon doing
good, that your best way will be to have recourse to the

.Master of the Charterhouse, and get from him a li-t of the

( rovernors, by which you will Beewhoof your friends are eng:

and who not, or whether any of your friends who are not

engaged, and whose nominations are at distance, can prevail

with any of their brethren whose turns an I unsupplied,

and such as in course of time may be oi to yon and
so we bid you heartily farewell.'" (VII. 68.)

M \ttiikw Pmob to Lord II \i-'

[1717], Nov. 1| 15]. Cambridge. Victoria : for l

122 : against us, 60.*

"Our old and new Vice-Chancellor is going immediately

for London, being summoned to appear before the King in

Council on Thursday. I shall give you an accounl on

Thursday— I hope at dinner time- that I have executed your

commands here.'"

Postscript. "Service always bo my best lady, love to

Major [Foley]. I have made a hundred pun* in fortv-eighl

hours, to the joy and wonder oi all my bearers." (I. 5.)

The S \mi: to the Same.

1717. Nov. 7| L8]. Cambridge Having been with the

doctors and Dick Fishei ever since Xour Lordship left

me, \ou may very well imagine I could find neither pen or

ink in their chambers, and if I had i better pen than Bentley

himself or more wit than Sacheverel I could neither Buffi-

• \ t , i amph .!• ti..' .?.! I-Bentley i

IS
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ciently thank you for your goodness to me at Wimple, nor
express my own concern for leaving you. I always thought
I loved you very well, but never before felt it so sensibly.

But to talk like men of this world, I am very well received

by all here except the Bentleyans and Bangorians.
" I saw the Provost just now and made your compliments

to him ; he is ill and in bed. I have gone my rounds and
to-morrow morning set out to London. Though I did not
desire you, I am sure you will give my great respects to Lady
Harriette, and Lord and Lady Oxford, and my love—for it

is a very pure and innocent passion—to little Margaretta.
" My writing to you is, you see, a kind of hankering after

Wimple, and a desire of talking longer with you. for I have no
earthly thing to tell you but what I hope you have long
since believed, that I am ever, etc."

Postscript.—" The change of the two Court chaplains causes
here bella, horrida bella.'" (I. 8.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

1717, Nov. [30-Dec. 11], Saturday. Duke Street, Westmin-
ster.

—
" This letter, my dear Lord, is rather to know when T

shall see you than to excuse my not having written to you
since my coming to London. I have so much to say to you,
that I reserve it all for a tete a ttte, or I must be obliged to
write a volume. Now, since talking with you is the thing in

the world that I love, and writing a book the thing in the
world I hate, I think myself excused, and as Alma says :

—

' He's half absolved that has confessed.'
" I have not been out of my house these ten days, being

detained with a cold and rheum in my head, so you cannot
expect much news from me. What people bring me in is the
effect of an unhappy difference between the King and Prince,

for Avhich we say His Royal Highness keeps his chamber.
' The Parliament, they say, will be resty against the troops

;

Whigs and Tories begin to think there are not a sufficient

number disbanded. What would people have ?

' You have seen Bangor's last book. The Court, I hear,

are resolved to sustain it, but that is not our business.*
" I have not seen Wanley ; Tonson has, and the Dragon,

I suppose, has convinced Your Lordship of the vellum as

impracticable, improbable, impossible. The supplement to
this defect is paper imperial, and the largest in England, of

which due care shall be taken. Morley was with me this

morning madder than ever about Fiske the apothecary and
his copper-plate. Tonson and Drift have a little appeased
him, and we shall have a plate as big as has been formed since

the days of Alexander the Coppersmith. Will that do ?

1,1 Our pecuniary affair Morley will settle at his next return
to London ; there is no haste as to any thing of that kind

;

I shall see you before then at London.
* Cf. Portland MSS. (Hist. MSS. Cojnm.) Harley Letters and Papers, Hi. ~yjl.
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"The Bishop of Chester, my near neighbour, has just now
visited me; we drank your health in your own cid

"'-My g Is are come from Prance, and Valerius \fai

Bhal] stay unseen till you vouchsafe him a risM
"And now I have tired you, bu1 you musl read on, 'ill I

tell you that 1 desire you to give my great respects to Lady
Barrietto, and love to Peggj

;
pray bkewi e i nd me a turkey

and some beer, and come as Boon as V'>u oan to him who is

ever, etc."

Postscript. "Lord and Lady Oxford, I hear, will fcx

London as soon as you can have received tin- so 1 do not

trouble von with my compliments to them. VaJU I

(I. 6.) '

The Same to the Same.

1717, Dec. 14[-25], Westminster. -"You have honoured
my letter—as merchants <

• -• 1 1 1 it -in a very compendious
manner, by sending me for answer a great turkey, but

if he had brought a letter tied to his leg, to tell whence
he came, and how the people did that scut him, he would u<>t

have been less welcome. In short, when I asked you for

victuals, I did not design your munificence should atone for

your want of correspondence; a letter might have served ae

a kind of table-talk to a turkey. Though quatenus man, and
subject to hunger, I ought to thank you for your present,

quatenus friend, and de [ring to hear from you, I ought to

be a little angry at your silence. Pigeons Jent into cities

besieged, however they may be good meat in themselves, were

always more kindly received when they arrived with any
news from friends without doors ; and the fish in the Popish

legend might claim it as his right to be eat, but had hi.

have been canonized when the annulus piscatoris was found

in his belly. And now. my Lord, my resentment shall <_ro no

further than to desire you to give my great duty to Lord

Oxford, reaped to Lady Oxford and Lady Harriette, love to

little Peesrv, eood wishes to all your family, and Jonathan's

extraordinary sense of your butlers perpetual civility towards

him: and my letter shall end when I have assured you that

you cannot do me greater favour than in honouring me with

\oin commands, nor greater pleasure than in letting me
hear from VOU."

Postscript. "The news of the dav if that the Prince and

Princess are better as to their health, and Mr Addison is at

the point Of death. "
(I. LO.)

Francis Atterbi ry, I'-' hopot Rochester, toM ltthrw Prior

1717 is. New dear's Day. Deanery. [Westminsfc I

make vou a better present than any man in England

this day -two poems composed by a friend of mine with

that extraordinary genius and -pirn which attend him

equally in whatever he Bays, does or writes I do not
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your approbation of them ; deny it if you can, or if you dare ;

the whole world will be against you ; and should you there-

fore be so unfortunate in your judgment, you will, I dare say,

be so wise and modest as to conceal it, for, though it be a

very good character and what belongs to the first pens in the

world, to write like nobody, yet to judge like nobody has never

yet been esteemed a perfection.
" When you have read them, let me see you at my house,

or else you are in danger, lame as I am, of seeing me at yours.

And the difference in that case is that, whenever you have

me there in my present condition, you cannot easily get rid

of me ; whereas, if you come hither, you may leave me as soon

as you please, and I have no way to help myself, being con-

fined to my chair, just as I was when you saw me last. If

this advantage will not tempt you rather to make than

receive the visit, nothing else will.

" Whether I see you or not, let me at least see something

under your hand that may tell you how you do, and whether

your deafness continues. And if you would flatter me
agreeably, let something be said at the end of your letter

which may make me for two minutes believe that you are half

as much mine as I am yours, etc." (VII. 69.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

1717-18, Jan. 2-13. Westminster.
—

" This is to convey
to you all the good wishes which people send at this

season to those whom they love best, and to thank you for

your very welcome letter, which would have pleased me
perfectly, if it had told me my good and beloved Lady was
entirely restored to her health. I hope by this time she is

so, and that, when you go ad stabdlum, you are casting your
eye principally towards the coach-horses, and that they may
soon cast theirs towards Dover Street. When you come
hither—I must in friendship tell you—you will think the town
one great Bedlam, such variety of madness and of melancholy
will you find in it. The ingenious authors you mention to

have lain neglected in the window should really be revised

and published in England to teach us mirth and wit ; but of

this more when I see you, for I have a great deal to say to

you. We are in Lincoln's Inn Fields sicut olim, only that

after dinner I dare not persecute for want of ray second, for

which weighty reason among many other I think you ought
to hasten your journey. I thank you for your inundation of

most excellent beer ; I have locked it safely up, and intend

to give the key to Adrian, as I may do that of my library

to Jonathan, that so my books and my beer may neither be

touched nor embezzled. As to the Scudamorian, I neither

dare ask or refuse, no man is obliged to pay his father's debt
twice, and it may become a yearly tax which was first meant
a present. We may converse at leisure on these points

;

my present business is to desire Your Lordship to give my
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most sincere respects to m\ Ladj and to lei me have the

honour of continuing alwaj most truly voui ervant

(I. 12.)

The S \mk to t lie 8 lme

[1718 1] Easter M I.i\ I knd Calpkurnia h

invited me to-daj so solemnly to dine with mj Lord

Oxford, that I could noi in conscience refuse it . STout

Lordship and Lad} Harriet are probably ol the party, ii

'tis better and better. I am a tonished at the urpi

genero ity of a certain Lady, and I think you are the prop<

person to tell her so ; saj whatever y tan Ln my name, for

every thing you say will be obliging to her. I can think but

of one thing, which is, to let her know her present n i

away upon me; for nothing can make me esteem her with

mure perfect veneration or excite me to serve her all m
with more truth and zeal, than her sweetness and
to all your friends, though she had not been pleased to confer

so frequenl and particular mark- of her favour upon mysell

Addio, Signore, sono obligatissimo sempre." I (I.

131.)

The Same to the S lmb.

1718, April [15 26], Tuesday. " I beg Your Lordship's and

Lady Harriett's pardon thai I do not dine at home I

gentleman in Lincoln's Inn Fields having engaged me; we
shall drink your healths; pray do us reason." (I. 14.)

The Same to the Same.

1718, .May l[-12]. Westminster. " By the letter which

my Lord of Oxford received from yon yesterday I im that

yon and Lady Harriett are well, of which without any affec-

tation I am as glad as he him elf could be to whom the letter

was directed. I hope my little Peggy is recovered of her

indisposition; I know no child I shall love so well till I

one who may own the two squires for it- parents. .1 pn
i li.it affairgoes on bul awkwardly; since Ladyf] mp[plin] ha- had

the administration in her nan I . I have seen Jinny bul o

and that too at Ombre, which is l)iit a meagre entertainment

for a lover. When you left London I well hoped I might

retire to my own cell, bul human expectations are vain, and

I find myself only removed from Dover Street to Lincoln's

Inn Fields, where a letter may surer find me than in Duke

Street, Westminster. I will reserve the particulars of thai

scene till I have the honour of seeing you
;

imagine, how<

a little of it by way of diary. Monday. My Lord oom
Bee the Dups ; rap. rap, a footman at the d ; m\ I

will call .Mr. Prior presently, for he must dine with him as

he promised; when or where that promise mad
constat. 'Then you dine with me to-morrow,' Pu< lav

'for there is company that you ought to see, and Wedn<

for I dine alone.' '' Thursday." iaye Lady Duplin in s soft
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voice, ' we dine with my father, and he will take it very ill

if you don't come, for he ordered me to invite you in great

form.' And before this dinner is half digested, at that

memorable moment when the toasted cheese appears, ' Prior,

vou dine with me to-morrow, for we must go to Richardson's

before dinner. I'll call you at one, pray be ready.'—Friday.

That 'one' is three. 'It is too late to go to Richardson's,

but to-morrow we will go, and pray don't engage yourself,

now I have given you fair warning.'
" I could continue my journal, but you may guess that

one week is not unlike another : only take notice, that all

this while I am very frequently told that my coming near

Lincoln's Inn Fields is owing to my friends being gone from

Dover Street, which reproach I could more easily bear if I

had my dear second by me, to give a certain person a little

mark of remembrance towards the close of the evening.
" Every morning and night I am plagued with commas,

semicolons, italic and capital, to which I have given such

laborious despatch and punctual order as to be ready to come
quo me fata vocant.

" Adieu, my Lord, pray let my compliments be distributed

as followeth :—My very great and sincere respects to Lady
Harriett ; my kind love and pure affection to little mistress

Peggy ; and my hearty friendship and service to the

Cardinal and the' Major [Foley]." (I. 15.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

1718, May 22[-June 2]. Westminster.
—"I only know

from my good sister Duplin's letters that her dear brother

Harley is well ; 1 desire by a word immediately to myself

to be informed which very day you expect I should be at

the Bath with you, upon which advice I will regulate myself ;

I would stay amongst my commas and colons till I may so

join you as to wait on you in your western expedition, upon

which I have greatly set my heart. We are all well, and

one week passes here mighty like another ; sister Duplin will

tell you that her Lord and she set out for Yorkshire on

Monday next. Pray write to me or I shall be very peevish,

for to be guzzling twice a day to your health, and not hear

once a month from you is intolerable. You will make my
great respects agreeable to my Lady, and let the Major know
that I intend to dispose of his steed ; which is all at present

(besides Dick's services) from him who is ever with great

truth and zeal, etc." (I. 17.)

The Same to the Same.

1718, May 24[-June 4]. Westminster.—" By reading my
last, my dear Lord, you will easily imagine the satisfaction

I received from yours of the 21st ; it is with great pleasure

that I always receive your commands, but more particularly

when those commands call me to you. I have not seen the



merchant; if I do between thi and Wedi
well; 1

will Btay no longer for any demetrian itrok< uli.it

Boever, bul throu m> person hum the Bath coach on Hue
or Fi hi.. o be able oategoricall) to ea1 ro with
yoi Whit-Sundaj ; in the meantime and evei I

correspond in the manner mosl agreeable toycnx. Dup
Duplinia do qoI leave ue till Tuesday in Lincoln'* [nn l

sicut dim. I am pretty \\ • 1
1 degag] b to my commas and

colons, at leasl I Bhall be before the time I mention o\ waiting
on you. I have a thousand thin . to you, bul nothing
more to « rite than th.it I am ev< r, mj dear Lord and
Harriett's most bumble and obedienl friend and
Adieu, my dear Lord, ama me, U semper amabo."

Postscript. Adrian is yours always, bul 'I

it no otherwise than in promising he will transcribe whatever
you okI.t." Unsigned. (I. 19.)

The Same to the Sami

1718, June 25| -Inly 6]. Fountmel, near Shaftsbury.
I hope, my dear Lord, thai this letter maj find

returned sale and sound to the Bath from your more
western expedition. In the uncertainty in which I am when
you design to move again, where you go next, or when to

my Lord Paulet's, I send Jonathan over to you. [fyoud<
to visit Lord Paulet in a day or tw.». I am nearer him at the
place from whence I write than if I were at Bath, ami if I

knew your time, I would imrt you at Lord Paulet's. If vow
sta\ sonic days longer at Bath before yon journey to I

Paulet's, I will pay my duty to you at Path ; in which
I can l»r with you on Friday night. Your answer shall d<

min« me; to this end I send over Jonathan, and -t.i\ here
till I am directed by your motions of intentions. I am with

my good friend Dr. Dibbena in a place where even i messen
ger would have difficulty i<» find me. If I did not desire

you, I am sure you would give my greal respects to my I.

and if I said nothing of my being your servant, you would
easily believe I am BUCh. Adieu."

Postscript. -"Service to Major [Foley]: pun: and apart we
drink to Barley and Oxford, though we are both Cambridge
men." Unsigned. (I. 21.)

The S 1MB to the Sami:.

1718, Augusl 26| Sept. 6]. Weetminstei "Since I had
a great deprivatii t pleasure in parting from you, my
dear Lord. I have Buffered much actual pain and uncasi

from a violenl cholera-morbus which God \»- thanked is

now past, and only leaves me as yet verj weak. I dined
to-day with the Earl, and am returned to the land ,,1 the

living; this account I thought proper to give oi mj
finding my health a thing of bo great concern a- to have given
Your Lordship the trouble of a letter to know the state of it
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and whether that letter give* more satisfaction to me, or

more honour to Adrian is a point very disputable. I will

leave him to make his compliments as he can, and only tell

you—as to my own part—that, be my life longer by fifty years,

it is so much time dedicated to your service, for I am with

the greatest respect

—

" Here you see I could end my letter with four words more
;

but first, pray let me desire Your Lordship to give my best

wishes and greatest regards to my Lady ; let little Peggy
know I love her as a mistress, and the Major that I defy him
as a rival, though I esteem him as a friend ; and so, my dear
Lord, adieu. As soon as Bucephalus is cured of the farcies,

and the devils cease to torment me in a morning before nine,

I hope to wait on you at Wimpole.
" Our news here is all uncertain, and our victory in the

Faro* does not cause great rejoicings in the city of London
;

once more, my Lord, adieu." Unsigned. (I. 24.)

Francis Atterbury, Bishop of Rochester, to Matthew Prior.

1718, August 27[-Sept. 7]. Bromley.— " The first news I

had of your being ill was under your own hand. It was
a pleasure to me to find that the worst of your illness was
over. I am well acquainted with that distemper, having
smarted severely under it myself. Depend upon it, 'tis an
acquaintance that will not easily be shook off

;
you'll hear

more of it if you give it the least encouragement to renew
its visits. But temperance, good hours, and a little exercise

(to all which you are well inclined) will keep it at a distance.
" Mr. Clough, as early as he was, came too late ; I had

already disposed of the living. However, I frankly said to

him what 1 now say to you, that, if I had not been engaged,
I should not have been willing to give it to him. 'Tis a
vicarage in a great market-town which requires perpetual
residence ; and he has another vicarage, which with his

minor-canonry is of a value equal to that of Dartford, and
which he had no thoughts of quitting, but hoped to have
made both consistent. That is a scheme which I can no
ways approve, especially in a young single man who does
not want a tolerable support, for he has a good 100?. per annum
now coming in. So much for his affair, upon which I can
fully justify myself when I see you.

" But when will that be ? Do you remember the solemn
promise you made me of coming down hither this summer ?

You have but a little time left to keep your word in. I have
expected you with impatience, my peaches and nectarines

hung on the trees for you till they were rotten ; and one
of my poetical neighbours who observed my uneasiness and
thought I wished for your company a little more than his,

applied these verses of Virgil to me .

—

•Thf destruction of the Sp.ini^h fleet by Admiral Byng. off Cape Passaro,
July 31 -August 11.
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Mirdbar quid mo* bU dt Fra
< 'ui i" /"/'/' sua /»'/ /• poma
Tityrus hinc o6< rat, ipt I tyri . pii

Ipsi U forties, ipsa haec arbusla vocabant.
" And wli.it excuse -lull I make for Tn\ ru ' Thai he

neglected his little friends for the
I In- gn .it ones .

that he was paying his oourl somewhere anagetting the
cholic ! You know what Titym oi himseli in the lines
thai follow :

—

Quid faceremf neqm servicio < licebai,

\ > c in in praesentis alibi cognosces Divo
" Would I could - 1\ of .in\ one of tho In your

name, as he does in Ins <>u n

lll> meas erran boves, ut cernis, ei ipsum
Ludere, qucu vellem, calamo permisii agr<

"Those two words, quai vellem, touch me to the ven '

t hey are worth i he \\ hole Eclogue.
'You Bee whal a deluge of Latin poetry you have drawn

upon yourself by thai half line of Virgil a1 th< end oi your
letter. I cannot end mine without observing to you upon
it the advantage which the copy in this case hae over the
original. Virgil in those five little word- dum hoi
regit arius, 1ms expressed the whole force of a line and half
in Homer :

—

1m <rm')de(r(ri uevjj teal uoi ',</\<< yovvar 0/

Regit arius takes in all that Eomer means and leaves out
nothing but the particular mention of tf>l\a youvara which
adds not to the beauty or strength of the image, and is

better therefore omitted than expressed.
'The rise of this reflection is from the gout, which has

at present laid hold of me. Should it take away the u

my <f>l\a yovvara I should be nevertheless yours, because
I am so while I breathe. To-day, to-morrow, always; at

Bromley, a1 Westminster, everywhere; in Greek, in Latin,
in English; and which is more, in good earnest, I am your
faithful humble servant "

( VI I. 7

1

M.\ri iii.w Priob to Lord Habj

1 7 1
s, August 30| Sept. 10]. Westminster. "I only write

this word to you, my dear Lord, to thank you for your
very obliging letter of Thursday, and to tell you | am well

again, i.e., gathering strength, the distemper having left me;
that I dined yesterday in Lincoln's [nn ftelds, and will eat

your venison to-morrow in my own palace "t Duke Stret

"You will hear from Lord Oxford that httlc Tommie
Have has the small pox, of a \ <ry good Kind, and i- likely

to do well. I doubt this may hinder Lady Oxford going into

the country so soon as she proposed, bul alas ' unfon
accidents hinder our strongest resolutions. .My friend Diok
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is eternally your servant ; Batty [Lord Bathurst] will have

me go next week for three days to Riskins [Bucks].
" A pox take Oventon ! Who sent him to Bineger fair !

My farcy horse will never be other than a runner. Pray tell

the Major that. Shall I knock him on the head, or bring

him down, that he may run to grass, or be a breakfast for

your dogs ?

" You see I have nothing to entertain you with, or I would

not so soon say I am, my dear Lord, entirely and always

my Lady Harriett's and your servant."

Postscript.—" Pray don't put up all the pictures till I have

the happiness to see you. Adieu." Unsigned. (I. 26.)

M[ary] Lady Lansdowne [of Biddeford] to [Matthew Prior].

[1718,] Sept. 4[-15].
—"If I had been in a condition to

wait upon Your Excellence as you bid my brother Harry
[Villiers] tell me, I had done it before now. The request I

sent by him I thought a reasonable one ; it was only to have

leave to take a copy of that picture [by Kneller] which you
have of mine, and which you do me too great an honour to

set any value upon. I hope upon second thoughts you will

not refuse it. Mr. Seamen, who delivers you this, is the person

whom [sic] I desire may copy it, and will give you a receipt

for it
;

you may trust him, though you doubt me. I am
very much in earnest in this, as well as I shall be in being if

you behave yourself handsomely, vour humble servant."

(VII. 75.)

The Duke of Buckingham to Matthew Prior.

[1718, Sept. ?]
—"For fear I should wear out your poem

[Solomon on the Vanity of the World] with reading it so

often, 'tis here returned with all the thanks imaginable for so

agreeable an entertainment. But notwithstanding all my
luxury at this first course, I am impatient for a second when-
ever you will extremely oblige." (VII. 80.)

Lord Bathurst to Matthew Prior.

[1718, Sept.?] Monday. [St. James's Square].—" Not dar-

ing to disobey your commands, I return your Alma by
this messenger, but why you could not suffer her to stay with

me a little longer, I can't tell. I own I am in love with her,

but as she is immaterial and all spirit, you might, methinks,

have safely left her with me ; but I rather choose to follow

your inclinations, though they seem to me unreasonable,

than gratify my own, though very justifiable.

" Now as to my waiting on you to the Bishop's on

Tuesday, I told you when I was in town that I could not, for

my coach is to go to fetch my mother from Farringdon, and
then we go immediately into Wiltshire. I have writ him
word so, and that, as soon as I return, I would not fail to

attend him ; where you will be by that time I know not

;
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Tin sure you know lees yourself, bul wherever irou go jrotl

will never find ar»j one mon in< ereh youn tl

(VII. 79.)

M \ i i ii i.w 1 * i ; I
< IB to Li >BD II \i.i

1718, Sept. L8| 29] \\ estmin •
It u.~un!i

deal ni joy, m\ den- Lord, thai I hear you are w «
• 1

1

.

;inil w it h more t hat I -hall hasten to you, a

complicated attendances will give me leave. In the n

time I send Mr. Ovinton m\ horse, that I maj the bettei be
enabled to take my journey. \'\.w lei the steed be I

examined by a Cambridgeshire jury, and bit sentence

oounced according to his merits or defaull I fear he will

be condemned to die, in which case he musl ubmil to

as Socrates and other greal personages have done. Wh.it
I know nl' the matter is, thai your dogs had better eal hii

Wimpole than thai he should eal me tin shillings a week at

Westminster. The Major's horse that was sold, I thinl

more than twenty pound, is worth less than twenty pence,
which is another anecdote for those gentlemen of the equ<
Irian order.

We aiv all here a- we used to be; m. Lord Oxford will

bring me to Wimpole. Quando .' Little Dup is perfectly

recovered of his small pox; Solomon [<m tin Vanity of the

World] is almosl perfected; Wanley is very good to me in his

corrections, bul mighty angry with the printer aboul filthy

hooks, meagre letters ami unequal lines, huh Shelton ami
1 drank your health last uighl with Bob Friend. Sou
I have uothing to Bay to you. hut to make my letter of

some consequence pray lc i

\-
• my very greal ami very true

respects to Lady Harriett from him who i- ever her Lady-
ship's and, my Lord, your mosl faithful and humble servant.

Postscript. -"Service to Major. Adieu. Ymi see the

enclosed letter of attorney is very authentic. I believe the

Major and .Mr. Morhy- will find it good in law.' il

The s \mi. to The S lmb.

1718, Sept. 25| »).t. 6]. Westminster. "My lettei

attorney to Mr. Ovington ha-, I perceive, given Sour I.

Bhip a lazy pretext tor turning off my correspondence

you upon him. Now remember, my Lord, thai a- we used

to _'" together '/'/ stabettum, bo we Bhould gether in our

equestrian as we did then in our pedestrial affairs I write

thus tar in this style, because I know the Major Ilk'- it |

violently Buspecl him to have been a party in writing the

letter wllich I Ut8l lece|\c(|. ami -<> doc- a Letter judgC til. Ill

J, with whom I dined yesterday, and am to dine tO-mOTTOW,

yet with whom, too. I am not perfeotlj well at tin- present

writing, because 1 could not dine with him to-day. We are

to go to Mr. Caesar's the beginning of next week. /•'" l /

Prior. We are to come to Wimpole al the latter end of the
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week. Bon. Mons. Prior. But 1 will tell you, toufde bon, that

we have finished our, bock, and I shall hasten as fast as I can

to his dear embrace whom I love, how well I cannot express,

provided he will previously tell me how he, his excellent

Lady, and pretty Lady Peggy do. Adieu, my dear Lord."

Unsigned. (I. 28.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

1718, Sept. 30[-Oct. 11]. Westminster.
—

" I am to acknow-

ledge yours, my dear Lord, of the 25th, and to thank

you for a correspondence, which, telling me that yourself

and adorable Lady Harriette are well, gives me the

most welcome news I can possibly receive. I am at the

last sheet of Solomon, and consequently very near the coach

towards Royston. I have just told Earl of Oxford so ; he

says he will take me with him to Wimpole in few days, to

which my answer may be seen, if you please to turn over

Rusticus expectat dum defluat amnis. I am to dine in Lincoln's

Inn Fields to-morrow, then the whole matter of our journey

will be settled. Dubitasne adhuc ? dignus es odio cum
religione tua isthac. In all cases I will write again to you
next post, and am serious whilst I tell you that in a week
I will wait on you, and am every week-day, hour and
minute of my life most sincerely, etc."

Postscript.—" I hope you have eat your Michaelmas goose,

if you have one to spare, pray send him cito, cito.

" Dick is with me ; we this moment drink to the healths

of Lord Harley, Lady Harriette and little Peggy. When I

see my Major [Foley], all ecpiestrian and pun-ic differences shall

be adjusted a Vaimable. Adieu, my dear Lord, once more
yours ever."

Postscript signed K. S. [Richard Shelton],
—

" Mr. Prior does

me the favour to let me add a word to his letter, in which, per-

haps, he may have called me twenty rogues and rascals ; but

he let me so' fairly see that Your Lordship did me the honour

to think on me, that, whilst I return you my thanks for the

favour, I beg leave to add that I shall esteem it the greatest

honour to receive any commands from my Lord Harley."

(I. 32-33.)

The Same to The Same.

1718, Oct. 4[-15]. Westminster.—" I intended to answer
the exactness of your correspondence no otherwise than by
releasing you from the trouble of it, by telling you directly

the day when I should have the honour and pleasure of

seeing you. This I had concerted as fixed as Drift, the

Royston coach, earnest given, and a long et cetera could fix

any human affair ; the rest to be explained inter matutinam
theam aut postmeridianum vinum ad Winpoliam, which will be

Thursday or Friday next, the present state of matters thus

standing ; Caesar is in town, and to-day in Lincoln's Inn
Fields, it is ordered, that Mr. Caesar goes either Tuesday,
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Wednesday or Thursday, N.B., to Bedington [sic of pp
462, 486, m/ra], that I go with him, and from thencohobi
me the next day to Wimpole. I have assented to this for the
besl reason in the world, *.e., because i dare n..t withstand it

;

bo, my dear Lord, you are to take no more care for me till iron

see me; in the meanwhile do me the justiotTsometimi
remember me as ent Ireh \ ours."

Postscript. " The oonee-hi
| hat

Stanhope is or [is] to be out. I congratulate th<

blood "mii. so does the Earl of Oxford. Mr. Morgan is not

sorry, bu1 we are all more pleased with Bentley's farcies, which
hinder him ooming ou1 of his stable than with th<- course
which the t'other beasl is to take from the stable to th< i

kennel.

"Adieu, my dear Lord, give my respects always to Lady
Earriette, and service to my equestrian friends, the Major
and the Squire

;
till l see you, then, and ever I am once more

yours.

Friends Dick and Adrian arc yours
; we drink your health,

Lady Harriett's and little Peggy's this moment in my
parlour, and are sorry thai you have ne'ei a goose to your
A—." Unsigned. (I. 34.)

The Same to The Same.

17ls. Oct. 9[-20].—"The pleasure oi hearing from you
so often—for which I very much thank you is the greatest

[ can enjoy next to that of seeing you. All doubts and delays

removed, I set out to nun row morning at the hour of nine

with Mr. Caesar in his coach, from his house in Poland Street,

St. Gyles, to his other house at Bedington, Hertfordshire.

This I take to be categorical, positive and determined. I

am to stay with him a day or two, and he, Squire Caesar, will

from thence convey me to Wimple and Bet me down in your
porch, directed to the Right Honourable the Lord Harley, and
marked upon my back, .M.l\

" Bentley's disgrace pleases everybody here; to

divinity professoi rebelling against his university, and a

pedant humbled, affords great Bubject for speculation and
ridicule.

"
I will perform your commands in everything, provided

yon will make my great respects agreeable to mj Lady, and
believe that I long to Bee you with all the ardour that an

inviolable friendship can inspire. Adieu, mj 1 1 I

ever yours. Love to little Pearl, Bervice t>> Majoi I

My ally Dick, and deputy Adrian, and all that anj way
belong to me are youi servant ! igned. (1

The \i:i-.i < , \i i.i in; to M \ run w Prior,

1 7 1 >«
. Oct. 20 X s Paris. "Le gentilhomme qui vrous

rettdra ma lettre vcus diia que nous nous Bonn ..ent
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resouvenus de vous, le verre a la main, et que je ne cesseray

jamais de vous cherir et de vous aimer
;

j'auray toute ma
vie une reconnoissanee parfaite de toutes les attentions que
vous avez eues autrefois a me faire plaisir pendant nos
voyages et mon sejour a Londres : je me flatte que vous
estes bien persuade que j'ay pris toute la part que je devois
prendre a tout ce qui vous est arrive depuis votre retour en
Angleterre. Vous meritiez un meilleur traitement apres les

grands services que vous avez rendus a votre patrie : je

pourrois mieux que personne les faire connoistre car j'ay

este temoin pendant plusieurs annees de toutes vos actions

et de votre conduite irreprochable
;

je dis tous les jours a
tout le monde tout ce que vous valez et personne n'ozeroit

devant moy parler de vous qu'en bons termes ; et je veux
qu'on vous rende toute la justice que vous meritez, et qu'on
vous doit ; et qui que ce soit ne vous la refuse me praesente.

Nos anciens amis, du nombre des quels est mon grand
patron, M. le Marquis de Torcy, vous aiment toujours ; toute
sa famille en fait de meme, et n'a point change a votre egard.

Pour moi je vous proteste que je seray toujours avec beau-
coup de consideration et d'estime, etc."

Postscript.—" Pour parer et orner mon appartement il ne
me manque plus que le portrait de votre Grand Tresorier et

le votre : je les auray quand vous voudrez ; soyez assure

que je feray un grand cas de Fun et de l'autre." (VII. 81.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

[1718,] Oct. ll[-22] Saturday. Benington.
—"lam come

thus far, my dear Lord, in my way to Wimpole, and
am here so well received that I thought I was at your house.

Cuttle, who is just come hither, convinces me to the contrary
;

Mr. Caesar and my patroness are hereupon fallen out with me

;

they tax me with ingratitude for having a mind to leave a

place where I am very welcome, and people that use me
better than I deserve ; upon the main I, who am always pacific,

have endeavoured to compound the matter, and we have
formed a quintuple alliance, into which Lady Harriett and
Your Lordship are to be admitted, that on Wednesday morning
next the aforesaid Squire Caesar, his Lady, and myself do
render our persons before the hour of dinner to you the said

Lord and Harriette Lady Harley, at your house at Wimpole,
Cambridgeshire ; in the meantime we send Mr. Cuttle with

this assurance, and charge him with our best recommendations
to you both, to which I have only to add my being now and
ever most particularly, my dear Lord, yours M. Prior.

Present.

Who desire the acceptance of their

most humble service. M. Caesar.

C. Caesar."

(I. 125.)
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Tin S \mi: to
'

! Ml
[1718, Dec]— ''Tin remarks upon one paragraph of the

declaration of war with Spain my Lord Oxford commanded
me i" bring to him to-day at dinner I i

• or mislaid,

as well tin- original as the oopy taken in Drift's hand pro
aolita una diligentia -/ cwa. Save not yotr^Sne or both
of them I It' bo, pray Bend it by John, and I will return H
sate; it you have Qot, pardon the impertinence oi this

ige. I iM • d not \ I w ish 5 "ii all i he happii

new year, bu1 if yon will lei Lady Harriet know that I wish
the aame to her and all the lt< *< -<1 that Heaven can give -t

man enjoy to yon both, you will do greal justice to t h.-

friendship I have to you, and add a new obligation t<i many
with which you have honoured me.
"N.B.— Little Peggy is concluded in my wish, and I am

yours." Unsigned. (I. L3<

Tin: Same to Tin: Same.

l7l9[-20], Dec. 29[ Jan. 9]. * Westminst* r "
I i,

your goose, the besl that ever was cut, and am eating
your brawn thai accompanied it.th<- noblest that evei

nigled. I have been with Richardson ; he Bays he has not a

very distinct idea of what you left in charge with him relating

tn Spencer's head, and begs you to renew your commands
thereupon.

"Hayes is returned from France, but as to my affaii

infecta. Arthburthnetl was not at home, the hulk was I

big to I"- put into a cart, the g I- musl come by another
way. etc., etc. Silly and nonsense after all the letters writ

on that subject, and hopes I had of seeing my pictures Boon,

but what i- this to you, my Lord ! Why 'tis very natural

to < omplain to those one l<

I dined yesterday upon a drum tett a teU with Auditor
II rley and talked politics till eight o'clock; if we drank
your health, Lady Harriette's or little Pi

question. That grave person delights in Madeira before and
at dinner, and in a bishop in a great gla

that, odi no iinn, ni compotatorem.
'"You will t;i<i!y imagine how heartily I wish you all a

happy new year, and I presume you think me alv.

entirely yours. When do you come to towi

(I. :;

Tn i: Same to Phe Same

1719, April I t[ 25] Westminstei I • m only tell jrou

that I think the tim< long since I parted from you. I have
just done what might I"- expected from mi punctuality

good breeding; instead of waiting on my Lad} Harriett

ten, I came after twelve, and instead of answering her \<r\

kind command that I should dine with her, I had pre-

s< d my pei 3on to <lin<- at home ; bo far i

* v badly blotted date led to the
long to the year 1719-20. (?/. ro.
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will amend all. I have otherwise done all I ought to do
;

I have made my compliment to His Grace the Chancellor
;

non erat domi. I have imparted my mind to brother

Wyndham, who will do it to his father-in-law. I have been

to wait on Lord Carleton ; I have spoke to everybody I can

think of. I shall tell you all on Friday night, till which time

and for ever I am Entirely or entirely—let Wanley decide

—

I am your-.
" Lord Sunderland in an eloquent speech to-day has signified

that the Bill of Peerage is to be dropped this session, and to

be renewed the next
;
you will easily imagine the various

sentiments that arise upon this subject. We are to dine with

Lord Oxford on Thursday. I am to dine with Lady Harriette

to-morrow. Smoke we and I. I hope to sup with you on

Friday night, and have not one pun for my good Major [Foley],

to whom only my service without the least equivoque in things

or words. My dear, dear Lord Harley adieu." Unsigned.

(I. 42.)

Jonathan Swift to Matthew Prior.

1719, April 28[-May 9]. Dublin.—" I thought to have had
the happiness of seeing you before this time, because my
health required a journey ; but whether I fancy my head is

something better, or that little paltry impediments stop me,

or the sang froid of fifty, I cannot tell ; but so it is that I have

passed the time and cannot be at Aix la Chapelle in May,

as I intended, and writ to my friends in London that I would.

But I am going to try a more lazy remedy of Irish country

air, and as my return is uncertain, I .thought fit to let you
know that your subscribers want their books, and that your

bookseller is a blockhead for not sending them. I spoke to

one Mr. Hyde, a bookseller here, who has been employed
that way ; and they must be sent in quires consigned to Mr.

Hyde, bookseller, at his shop in Dame's Street, Dublin. Pray

order that they may be sent as soon as possible, and care

shall be taken to have them delivered to the subscribers, and

receive the second guinea. I am just getting on horseback,

and have only time to desire you will please to present my
humble service to the Earl of Oxford, etc." (VII. 101.)

Richardson Pack to Matthew Prior.

1719, May 8[-19]. Jermyn Street.—" I here send you an

handful of daisies in return for your garland of myrtle and

roses : such, indeed, is the difference between the present I now
presume to make and that with which you lately honoured

me. However, I will not trouble you by offering at an apology

on this occasion, nor aggravate the folly of my verse by the

dulness of my prose in excuse of it. When once we have had

the confidence to put ourselves into the lewd hands of book-

sellers (who may be called the bawds of wit, and, like those

in beauty, are always drawing in some giddy creature or
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other to the loss of their reputation), it would be ai ridiculous
a thing in us authors to sel op for a queamish modesty with
our friends (forgive me thai I have the vanity to reckon you
in the number of mine) as it would be in a woman who hath
been common to the whole town to affeci with a
person of honour in private. A frank confession i

. in my
opinion, much better than a lame defence. I

therefore, the truth to you. Sir, I fell into I

of scribbling when 1 was very young, and I have been, I donM
know how. by people's indulgence Buffered to ran on
kind of confirmed way of sinning. Bu1 I am resolved here-
after to take the same method of chastising my thou
which 1 have sometimes practised to reform mj i

and as 1 frequently, when I have been tempted to the com-
mission of an unbecoming action have asked myself would
this or that person have been guilty of it '. bo I will put the
same question to my Muse, when she is falling into any of
her idle excesses, and ask her if such a fancy, such
a low diction or unequal measun could ha ped Mr.
Prior? The virtue of an example bo edifying cannot fail

cither to direel or restrain me." (VII. 106

Matthew Prior to Lord Hari by.

1719, June 20[-July 1]. Westminster.-—" 1 hop.- this letter

will find you in good health as 1 am at this present writing.

Pray give my great duty to my Lady, is the substan
all I have to- say, for I only write to you I. >u com-
manded I should do so. The news from Scotland you have
printed, and I know no more of it than that our politicians

think the account very imperfect. \\V dined yesterday at

Mr. Vernon's at Twickenham, where the company w
good and the conversation so easy that I wished you there,

and so did everybody else. Batty i- not well, a.1 which 1

am heartily troubled. To amuse the cares of lite. I. like

Solomon, have set my mind upon the magnificence of building,

and my stairs will be sawed out uexi Week. I drink to your
health with that great philosopher Dick, and thai ingenious

person Adrian. Adieu, my dear Lord, believe me with
g

respect and friendship." (I. 45.)

The Earl of Ghestbrbtbld to Matthew Prior.

1719, July 15[-26]. Bretby.
—

" I have I two letl

from you, the first of which I could not answer by n

of the cruel indisposition you mention, and which has left

me a cripple. By your last 1 find thai i bright poet and

a great philosopher may he overrun with the spleen; and

yet I cannot blame your intended retirement, for ever since

I have known anything of the world I have always thoughl

those most happy who live mosl out «.f it
;
and had I no'

my hearing, yet 1 can assure you I would quil that stage <»f

vanity, and because I know what the world is. What was

B
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no more at first than rudis indigestaque moles is now a mass

of folly, treachery, deceit and wickedness, and he that plays

upon the square is sure to go off a loser. Knaves may like

it, and fools may be fond of it, because 'tis the nature of the

last to admire what they don't understand, just as the wild

Indians do glass beads, scissors and knives, and with which

they very often cut their own fingers. As for your enemies,

the snarling critics, and the little would-be wits, you ought

to follow the advice the last King of France gave to Mons.

de Villars, viz., don't you mind what those people say.

Villars followed this advice, and it made him easy when

nothing else could. I have now read over your book, and

since you will needs have my opinion of it, I think, if any

of those that are gone before you have writ better, those

that come after you will never write so well. Your beautiful

ideas, and nice turns of wit are all lost upon the illiterate,

and perhaps the vere adepti, who are acquainted with them,

may (as the fox did the grapes) envy what they cannot reach,

and out of ill nature find fault with what ought to be com-

mended. Alcidiana (who, I see, is a subscriber to your

book*) writes me word she is extremely pleased with your

poetry : she says your figures are lively, infinitely moving,

and takes particular notice of this beautiful and moving

interrogatory in your Nut-Broivn Maid.
' Are there not poisons, racks, and flames, and swords,

That Emma thus must die by Henry's words V

I can assure you (whatever you may think) that I have no

more than a very great respect for Alcidiana, and I believe

that great and extraordinary lady is satisfied of it. I have

often thought that when a man has ill health and grows old,

he ought to look upon a fine woman only as he does upon

a beautiful tulip, or anything else that demonstrates the

glorious works of the creation
;
but I confess 'tis hard, very

hard, to arrive at this pitch of philosophy. My vexations,

attended with constant ill health, and the treachery of some

friends and relations, has made life insipid, and altogether

tasteless to me, and nothing but my not being an atheist

could keep me from sending myself out of this world.

Vita miseris longa, felici brevis.

" I very seldom have any company come to me, and I am
glad of it, because their conversation (if it can be called so)

runs upon nothing but dogs and horses. When that topic

falls, they are speechless, and put me in mind of what Mr.

Dryden says of the clown Cymon in his Iphigenia :
—

' He whistled as he went for want of thought.'
" As for the bottle, I never make any use of it (though it

be vinum [Hippo] crass, colore, rubrum), but just at dinner and

supper. You may now, perhaps, ask how I pass away my time

in this enchanted castle, and where I have nobody but a little

* Poems on several occasions. Alcidiana, formed apparently from Alcis

(Minerva), most probably stands for Lady Harley.
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son of mine that i- !>ut fourteen to live with me. Why, I will

tell you. As I have a terrible and domestic enemy to deal
with (1 mean the rheumatism), bo, ae soon ae [am ablet
out of bed in a morning, 1 ride aboul m> park nil dinner
time The afternoon is Bpenl in reading or writing, but
whether 1<> any purpose <>r not I must LeaveMpou '" d
mine by the enclosed poetry I here Bend yon, with ;i wan
tor a buek, <>\<t which may Mr. Prior with my "M acquain-
tance hick Sheldon,

'Crown with my health the Bprightly howl,
Ami bright Falernum fire the poet's boiuV

"I do not question hut that I am now at the end of VOUT
patience, as well as that of my Letter." (VII. I"-

Enclosinij an Imitation of VirgiVa Seventh Pastoral, and
some other verses.

John Mow bi to M lttb i:w I 'k

i

< »r,

1719. .Inly i".i| August !)]. Halsted, in Essex.—" What can
my honoured friend Mr. Pryor think or I say in exCUB<

my omission in not waiting on the person I bo much value
and admire

;
sure none bul th<- Buperior of the fair box could

have prevented my zealous inclinations.
" To increase my uneasiness I found Dame Betty had been

very ill, but this day better.

"I presume the Lord and Lady Harley are retired to their

country palace.

"I beg you will please to honour me with your presence,

and any friends of yours, at the cottage which the Phoenix
of her sex hath been pleased to honour, which I hope will

atone for my presumption.
"The Sudbury coach comes every [Tuesday and Saturday

by five in the morning from the Spread Ragle Inn in <•

church Street, and will bring you to my bul in Gestingtho
four miles short of Sudbury, in g I time the said day.

" You'll lilld gOOd beef and heel-.

And other country fare,

Willi hearty welcome there.

Please therefore to appear.'
1

"For Matthew Prior, Esq., at his house in Duke St-

London." (VII. 112.)

Mattiii.w Prioh to Lord h mm i v.

171!), August 18| 29]. Westminster. " I have only t .

.

tell my dear Lord that Lady Harriett on Saturday gave me
the liberty of your bouse, which 1 exercised with equal
prudence as generosity, administering t<> Richard Shelton,

to Humphrey Wanley, and Parson Jeffreys, to each I Baj

one bottle of Bordeaux wine. | have Bincc been frequently

in Lincoln's Inn Fields: stent <>>it. nunc est. Pi

me if you intend to come hither to fetch Lad tt, or if 1

am to come to yon, for in all cases 1 would most willingly
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obey your commands. I need not tell you that, wherever
you are, I desire to be with you, or that I am ever and
entirely yours."

Postscript.—" The Duke of Bucks writes me word that my
Lady miscarried this morning

;
possibly this accident may

save the life of the Duchess and hasten Lady Harriett's journey
to you. Dick is with me while I write this, and Adrian, who
makes up the letter ; both desire to subscribe themselves
your servants.

R. Shelton.

Adrian Drift.
" We all give our kind service to the Major [Foley.] Pray

write, because my determination depends upon your letter.

Adieu." (I. 47.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

[1719,] August 22[-Sept. 2]. Westminster.—" Where are
you, my dear Lord, what are you doing, and when am I

to hear from you, are three questions very material. Every-
body here that you value is well, and you have my best wishes
for your health, ubicumque. I have a great deal to say to
you, and Lord Oxford says I may do so viva voce in few days
here. Nil affirmo nihilque nego is Descartes' motto, and nil

admirari, you know, was the device of another great man.
Pray, when you have one moment to spare from conversation,
books, gardens, dogs or horses, let me hear a word from you,
and believe that in all the words of our language, which I

can put together, I cannot sufficiently express how perfectly

I am yours.

"Service to Major." (I. 117.)

Robert Arbuthnot to Matthew Prior.

1719, Sept, 28 [N.S.] Rouen.—" A violent fever I have
had these 10 days by-past has hindred me from answering
the honour of yours of the 27th August till now. I take this

moment that I am out of my fit and something into my senses
to tell you that in obedience to your commands I shall put
your pictures into Mr. Hay's hands when he comes to this

place, and we shall order them together the best way we
can. I proposed sending them to Scotland, where I could
have got them run ; I can send them to Ireland where they'll

pay little duties ; I can send them to the Isle of Man, where
they'll pay nothing, or to Holland where the duties are easy.

" As to your affair with Mr. [Richard ?] Cantillon there
are some of his old commis and hangers-on that have under-
taken to pay one quarter of his debts and that his creditors
should cede all his effects to them ; many have signed to this,

but I have not for you. Young Cantillon has been one of
those happy adventurers that have got prodigious fortunes
from our new stocks. He is gone over to London with
50,000Z. sterling in his pocket ; the Duke of Chandos is his
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great patron and can make him paj you. !!<• slip!

out oJ the noose and baulk* d hi uncl< i reditoi

pressing everv paper thai proved b Bocietj betwixt his
and him (•»,- his oousin),

"There was a Scotsman that had Borne prool l»\ /-///•».,

of the society, and young Cantillon agr< i d with Una to <|,
,

<li«' money in -Mr. Gordon's hands m Paris, and that
Scotsman should pursue him at Um Consi
a- ociate or partner, ami that Cantillon hould bj

gain his process, ami bo he in- paid; ti ord-
ingly done.

"It you had i hill or /»///. missive writ and signed by
young Cantillon (Cantillon et Compie.) la- would be obi
to pay all, but otherways von have nothing for it hut what
we ran get nl the old man's effects, which will be \< >.

and the young man's honour and conscience, which, 1 I

is yet less; however, apply (<> my Lord Duke oi Chand
"Now that 1 have been speaking of happy adventui

you'll no doubt think that I am one "l them, hut real]

my very great confusion 1 am not. All my neighbours and
fellows that I would not have drunk a bottle with liz months
ago arc now plumb men or demy-plumb at least. I

i

thought that a good meal could be made out <>t whippt
sylabob, and so I droned on in my common road of trade till

the cream was so swelled that I was afraid then to meddle,
though 1 then even judged wrong, but now I think it too late

to begin. I find there is an influence or a je in saU quoi upon
us Tories; we never happen to do a good thing for our-
selves, and seldom any for our friends ; the Whigs are tl

who have run away with the 'rost.' Jacob Tonson ha

40,0007. (sterling, 1 mean) and I hear is to drop Tim
that he was to reprint; riches will make people their

trade as well as themselves
" 1 thank you heartily, dear Sir, for the promise you make

me of your book, which I
• great present. 1

have been obliged to part with min< to w< man,
who begged it of me—for I could not b< without one ; I know
not how to he revenged on yon; 1 owe you a amy
more favours. However, if ever I write a book, you .-hall

have one, the subject will be the character of a Tors, and it

shall be only my own life these thirty yean by-pa
chaos, I assure you. I hav< it a privuej

that have writ their memoirs. I begin to think that the

fever is taking m< \>\ whal I am writing, Bhall end
with my humble Bervice to good Mr. Drift, and only beg you
will continue to tne the honour of your friendship.

'

Postscript.—"Several Irish that used to be projecting in

your ante-chamber are now in gilded Berlins, better i

than any Was in your time. Xbur painter l.< bell

yet given me either pictures or hook I

never see him without scolding him heartily U. 111.)
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Sir James Mountagu to Matthew Prior.

1719, Oct. 27[-Nov. 7.] London.—" Dear Mat, give me
leave to disturb you a little in your retirement by 'making

a sorrowful request to you in honour to the memory of

a departed friend, for I am confident you will permit me
to give that appellation to the late Lord Halifax. It is in

short to desire you to send me up a few lines which you would

think proper to be engraven on a marble in Westminster

Abbey. The tomb is to be plain by his own direction, the

place will not allow it to be large, and the spectator must
not be kept long on so cold a pavement ; and yet I think we
must take notice of his beginning at that school, and being

Fellow of Trinity College among the rest of his advance-

ments. And I believe the Dean [Atterbury], his school-

fellow, will not be averse to have anything you think proper

to be said of him to be recorded in their annals. The work-

men send us word the tomb is at a stand for want of the

epitaph, which makes me afresh solicit you for a line or two

on this subject.
" I have had lately a quarrel with Richardson, the painter,

about the picture he was to draw for me of you ; for after

two years waiting for it, and telling me it was just finished,

which made me prepare a place for it in a new room I had
made, and stands now vacant for want of it, he shows other

pictures, which he has finished, though begun after mine, and

thinks I am so humble-minded as to be satisfied with being

told that it is for two noble lords that those pictures are

drawn. But when you come to town you will make up the

difference if you can engage him not to let the latter per-

formance come short of the former, for I want a picture that

may vie with old Seneca.*" (VII. 114.)

Matthew Prior to the Earl of Oxford.

1719, Nov. 21[-Dec. 2].

—

"If I should be examined why
I have not writ to you in four months, and how it

happens that there is a chasm in our correspondence, what

shall I say ? Why the truth is the best : That having

had at Wimpole the best books all the morning and the most

desirable company all the afternoon, plenty as much as if I

had been His Excellence at Paris, and freedom as if I had been

Master Prior in Duke Street, I contracted my desires—as all

true philosophers should do—and seldom let my thoughts

range beyond the park. Sometimes, indeed, we thought of

you at the grace-cup, particularly to my Lord and Lady
Oxford, then the Auditor [Edward HarleyJ and the Hama-
dryades with a very good eye towards young Spenser.

" Namque Hamadryades et carmina nobis Ipsa placent.

Let the young man look for the passage if he pleases, that I

may not be accused of corrupting your family, for I can safely

swear that at Wimpole I always took poetry from him—that

* l.e , the picture of Seneca dying in the bath by Luca Giordano.
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I might read it myseli and turned the young lawyer to the
prose side of the library: but to the purpose. We lik<

remembered Barleys bi the names ol Nathaniel- though
Sunday was I br< e weeke our mini
Bartholomew—then we proceed to Thomas, who having
been once confined intend n< vei to stand tili ~

I

Lord, Auditor, Pro[thonotary], and Major, to I

I wish as good an estate a I be first I

"As I jusl ih'w spoke of poetry, your Lordship will have
heard thai a1 St. John's ome days jince I was attacked with
the old hydrophobia, bu1 thai is nol all

; the infection an
ar go1 n. as in the height <>f th< distemper himself

confessed t<» you, it presently ran through .ill our Coll*

I send you a specimen of it herein enclosed and Apollo blows
where the distemper will end; my repeated wi thai
the infection of verse may be kepi from your family as thai
of prose eloquence from the Finch*

I know nol from whence I should date my Letter, I

left Wimpole yesterday and am bul jusl entered into my
<'\\n palace, bo thai reallj m\ person i- at London and my
thought at the place I Love better, bul in every pin.- where
I am, and in every thought I can employ, I assure myseli
with great satisfaction thai you believe me your servant, and
that I love even my Lord Harley better for being my Lord
of Oxford's son." (I. 51.)

The Same to Lord Harley.

1719, Nov. 21[-Dec. 2]. Westminster.—-"] win.- to you
because 1 will always keep my word with you, bul whal
to say to you in an epistolary Btyle, God knows, -m<- t

-

for four months together I had the opportunitj ol talking
with you eight hours everj day, and in two days' time find

I have a hundred things yel untalked.
"I am just come to town, and have had a kind admiti i

into my own castle, where I shall keep quiet possession
resolved not to stir <>ui these ten day.-, for I Leave a Lie .it my
door in the mouth of a female servant, who may ae well give
it to all inquisitive persons as any male porter.

"I have found more business here than might bly

be expected, some picture* to be removed and some books
added to the library, in which matter your Delphi

however easily disposed in your ocean <>f literature, in my
small rivulet of knowledge give me n<> small confusion of

thought and occasion of dubitancy. \"W the Devil is in*1

if this is not handsomely expressed, and it these b
not rightly placed —N.B. it is not my fault, but Drifl

"
I would change this style, and use the b which I

am master to assure my Lady of my most profound
and most sensible gratitude, and my dear littl<- I. my
love and friendship, [f I take the Liberty in a Letter writ i«>

Your Lordship to desire my remembrance maj be m id
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able to Mr. Wanley and Mr. Garwood, it is, that possibly,

when you receive this, they may have the honour of being

with you, and as to yourself, I protest to you that I know no

words sufficient to express my meaning when I would tell

you how much I am your servant.''

Postscript.—" I met Mr. Twibull at Buntingford, and was
obliged to him, as I am always to those who belong to you.

Drift will not make up my letter, except I say, in his name,
that he is entirely your servant ; adieu, my dear Lord."

Unsigned. (I. 53.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

1719, Nov. 26[-Dec. 7].
—

" I thank you most heartily,

my dear Lord, for your letter, and in return to it can only

tell you that I am in my own house as far removed from
all that is doing at London as if I were still at Wimpole

;

it is denied that I am in town to everybody that enquires,

and it will be found by all refiners that I am gone from
Cambridgeshire, which will make an agreeable confusion in

chronology, and a fine distress for Scriblerus. I have only

seen Brown, the surgeon, to whom I have made an auricular

confession, and from him have received extreme unction, and
applied it, which may soften the obduracy of my ear, and
make it capable of receiving the impression of ten thousand
lies which will be poured into it as soon as I shall take my
seat at the Smyrna, or walk in the Court of Request as other

gentlemen do.
" You may claim my company by the strongest ties

imaginable, your friendship and my own inclination, but I

hope you will lay your claim in here at London, the sooner

the better. My great respects must always be given to my
Lady, and my tenderest regards to the little one.

" N.B.—This blot was not made by me, but by Drift, and
so I conclude."

Postscript.—"Ralpho [his horse] returns with the higgler

glad enough, I suppose." (I. 55.)

J[ohn] Newcome to Matthew Prior.

1719, Nov. 27[-Dec. 8]. St. John's [College, Cambridge].—
" It is my sincere opinion that nothing can be more honour-
able to your reputation, nor more serviceable to your interest

in the whole University than the promoting our new Chapel,

which is so much wanted. I was willing to keep so good
a project warm, and to lay hold of the happy encouragement
that is by your means afforded us. 'Tis pity the scheme
should be too big to be executed, or too long delayed, whilst

we have so many friends in being.
" I presume a new Chapel, much wider and longer, might

be made magnificent and convenient in the first Court for

about ten thousand pounds. But turning the river out of

its course, pulling down a side or two of the third Court, etc.,
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could not be done under thirtj or forty thousand pound .

which seems a Bum impracticable.
" Wo have some hopes that Mr. I •..ill urvej the

ground and calculate the expense, l>ut ii the project <

it dies abortive.

"And now, in obedience to your beloved commands I I

thought of a person whose singular skill in the Roman
tongue mighl recommend bim to l tnd Calphun
liis good morals and great sincerity to Mr. Prior*s friendship

;

his skill in arithmetic and geometry to any young gentleman's
instruction; and his good nature and principles, as well as
graceful person, to any honest gentleman's conversation and
respect. 'TisMr. Parnham of our House, not two years M
of Arts, nor in orders."

Postscript.—"But oh! the postscript ! beware of the p
script. My Lord of London is a great patron

;
Lord Oxford

and Mr. Prior have the greatest interest. This is one of He-

Bishop's mollia tempora. Four humble servant was once (1708)
heartily recommended to the Earl of Oxford by Dr. Gower,
when he endeavoured to go to Rochester; he would uow
gladly be placed near the great town. Dr. Mangej is (1 am
persuaded) your friend and mine

; he know- my o

(VII. 115.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

1719, Nov. 28[-Dec. 9],
—

" Saving wished you. my Lady
and the Chara Infantula, all health and happiness, I may
e'en close my letter, the rest being only to tell you 1 have
received the venison, made a pie with the Bide which is

very good—and reserved the haunch for Monday pour ttre

bien mortifie. I hope well from m »n Brown, who
begins to think that my acroamatica w< re impedited by
cereal, congregated, cold particles; that is, in a more w
style that I hear much better since he has poured oil into my
ears. I have not one word of news, God be thanked, and
Ralpho knows as much of the town he came from, him [tie]

as 1 do, whom he left in it. Adieu, my dear Lord."

Postscript.—"I am just going to take a piece of the pie,

and drink your health mort solito. Adrian and all mini

yours." Unsigned. (I. 56.)

The Earl of Chesterfield to Matthew Prior.

1719, Dec. 2[— 13]. Bretby, "I received of the

28th instant by the last post, which (like an ill tenant!

puts me in mind of an old arrear ;
1 mean the l-n [ root ived

from you at Scarborough, and which 1 had then answered,

but that those waters try bo very much to the head, that I

was not in a condition to write to Tibullu A for your

vexations, a man of your Bense and penetration cann

to be free from them, which makes me think that (in many
respects) 'tis a happiness to be horn with a callous mind
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for a thinking man will always find fresh fodder for the spleen,

except he could divest himself from himself, which is

impossible/ Naturam expe.llas, jurca licet, usque recurrit. If

you are unfortunate yourself, do but think how many are

much more so, and would be very glad to change conditions

with Mr. Prior, were it only to have his acute parts and
inexhaustible vein of poetry. To lay aside Plato and Tully

only to admire the perfections of a young lady is a most
gallant compliment ; and no doubt but she deserves it, at

least she will be sure to think so, for I never yet knew any
one of that sex that was wanting in a good opinion of

herself, and next to beauty, and the pleasure it brings them,

they love flattery. I have not heard from Alcid this half-year,

and having now no amusement (for that correspondence was
no more) I have given up myself entirely to the conversation

of the dead, who, I think, are much better company than

any of our living country esquires, noise and nonsense having

always been my aversion. My health is rather better than

worse, but my unfortunate want of hearing will never be better;

and as I know there can be no equivalent for the loss of so

very useful a sense, so it makes me very frequently wish

myself out of a corrupt world." (VII. 116.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

1719, Dec. 5[-16]. Westminster.
—

" The enclosed vote and
my correspondent in Parliamentary affairs, Mr. John
Hollingshed, inform me that there is a vacancy at Bishops

Castle ; the warrant for a successor is issued out in great haste,

and the design of its being so is—I presume—to secure the

election to one of the Whig party. How far you will concern

yourself in this affair, I am not to enquire, but I esteem it

my duty always to write to you of whatever I think may
concern you, considering especially that the Auditor (Harley)

is not yet come to town.
" Auditor Foley did me the favour to see me to-day, and

is, as usually, your servant.
" Morley and Shelton, two philosophers of very different

geniuses and studies, dined yesterday with me, unhappily

enough for me that treated them both with exceeding great

humanity, for falling immediately in love with each other,

neither of them took any further [notice] of my person or

hospitality. Morley, finding that Shelton knew one Mr.

Williamson, who had a son in the East Indies who might do
some service to Morley's son, desired Shelton to present him
to Williamson ; Shelton said he would with all his heart.

Here I unhappily subjoined that this very Williamson was the

person who had sent Lady Harriet the antelopes. ' Is it so ?
'

says Morley to me, ' then pray, Sir, hold you your tongue,

for I am as well acquainted with the antelopes as you or any
man, and I will only take this honest gentleman (Mr. Shelton,

dear Mr. Shelton) to bring me acquainted with this 'tother
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vain for me to urce thai I kne\i Mr. Williamson thai I had
sat with him ai the < lustom Ho n him with the
of Oxford and Lord Barley

;
\ rite per Dio I ] have

nothing to do in the friendship of this new triumvii
they are to Bee each other on Tuesday a1 a^tavern in the
City without me.
'For domestic news you have a pipe of Madeira in jrour

cellar; for parochial, there were two buls pul up l.-i-t Sunday
at St. Margaret's Church, one for Mr. London lying very weak,
t'other for Mrs. Cornwallis troubled in mind; for national,
the Bill of Peerage will everybody Bays be thrown out.
Adieu, my Lord, when you give my greal to whai
Margarel Tudor was*, pray add thai I cannol form a wish
more favourable to yourself and friends than thai Margarel
Harley may be what Harriel is." (I. 58 i

The Same to the S \mk.

1719, Dec. 15[-26]. Westminster.—" I did not answer
yours of the loth by the last post, because I had obeyed your
commands hut imperfectly. I have spoken to Bobus concerning
the pictures, I shall sc<- them in a day or two if I will—

I

find there is no price Bel upon them and thai the matter
is to be referred to me, of which I thougb.1 tit to advise you
before I give any judgment, for 1 would not have you give

too much for them, and on the other Bide I know you design
an indulgence to the widow of a man whom you loved.

"Bob [Freind] has writ the prose inscription for the

lamp, and we had a friendly squabble lasl oighl aboul the

verse. f He Bays my last of the four is harsh, i.e., he can'1

stuff so much excellent sense as I told him into two stanzas

of sapphic ; well, the lasl verse is made softer, the four are

turned otherwise; Gibbs Bhall have the whole debito tempore,

and all is well, to the greal satisfaction of friend Dick, who
sal by lasl oighl while we drank your health if he pl« •

it is mil a question and -aid sneeringly he would qo1 for fifty

pounds have had an animosity arise between the greatesl

Latin scholar and the hot poet in the whole world, both of

them being his most particular friends.
" Tli at philosopher has a nephew a Demi of Maudleineand

a divine, who would rather pray, i1 seems, near Candish Square
than anywhere else. Mr. Gam I will judge if whai he

desires be reasonable. Dick has told you himself he has laid

your Madeira into your cellar; it i- incomparably good;

I have' ordered the payment and will accounl upon it to four
Lordship.

•"What Margarel Tudor was, E
'Verses spoke to the Lady Hei h Holies Harley in tl

St. John's College, Cambridge.'

tSee MaUheir Prior. Dialogues of tin /

Verse, ed. A. B. Waller, M.A. (Oamb. Unh Press, 1907 1 p 140.
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" However careful I may seem of managing your purse,

I have put you to the expense of a guinea ; Southern, my
old acquaintance, having asked my assistance in getting him

off with some tickets for Ins Spartan Dame, I took one for

you, though—as I told him—you were not in town, and he

is to make his compliment to you for your favour when you

come
"As to my printed phiz. Vertue promises very fair ;

he

has had a great deal of business ; he would have it perfectly

well executed ; Adrian solicits him hard on the subject
;

Adrian sends you some copies of the verses enclosed, and

uncircumcised, in which notion he perfectly agrees with Mr.

Wanley, and adds that the whole is always more beautiful

when when the letter stands in the middle of the frame ;
he

longs for your future commands. I am with great truth and

respect Lady Harriett's servant, and Peggy's de tout mon cmur

Where is the Earl of Oxford ? Adieu, my dear Lord."

Postscript.—" A hue and cry for John Morley, of Essex,

who parted some time since from his friends at London,

supposed to be a little whimsical. Dare I after this add my
respects to the Duchess of Buckingham and let Her Grace

know from what I knew on Sunday that Lord Normanby
is well % " Unsigned. (I. 60.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

[1719,] Dec. 16[-27]. Wednesday.—" I return your papers,

my dear Lord, bona fide, and my thanks for Camden
and South imo corde. The latter I am very deep in, and

very fond of ; for what can better employ a man indisposed,

and consequently out of humour, than a good deal of

morality mixed with some ill nature ? I hope my cold is

going off
;

give my great respects always to my Lady, and

claim that entire friendship from me to which you have so

just a right ; adieu." Unsigned. (I. 135.)

The Same to the Same.

1719, Dec. 19[-30]. " Vertue has brought me the

proof of the portrait, which I and all that see it think to be

mighty well done ; he has really surpassed anything that I

ever saw of his graving. I will send it by the higgler, and a

future account of it in a post or two.
" I have seen the two pictures at Dr. Friend's, one is of a

good hand, Flemish—I think one of the Van Halst [Van der

Heist]—but it is only a portrait of a soldier to the waist,

not quite a half-length ; the other is a small piece of a Madonna
and a Christo lnjantulo [sic]—I believe it to be of Carlo

Maratte [sic], but by no means his best manner. I hinted

to you that the new made friendship between Shelton, Wil-

liamson and Morley was signed, and that I was left out of

this triple alliance ; it has proved so in effect, for last night,
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I received a Wind letter from Morley, and therein end
two warrants for does, one to Shelton and t'other to William
son; so far all \\ ;1S well, but while I had the honour lo
distribute this venison, what was I to ea1 I mutton.
"I went to Dover Street lasl night upon abetter account

than to expostulate this grand affair with Mori. a. i had not
the honour of seeing my Lady nor could be bo unreasonable
as to desire it, when I heard Bhe w i tway al four this

morning: but I received to-day a note from the delinquent
Morley, in which he has got the omi to the doe
rectified; for which, however noted in jesl I most seriously
thank Your Lordship and my Lady, who is, I hope
arrived at Wimpole, and will, I believe, esteem me always
her faithful servant. I hope little Lady is well, her cousin
Dupp[lin]s are so; Lord and Lady Kenoule [Kinnoul
on their road from Scotland, to make Borne very shorl stay
in Yorkshire before they come hither." Unsigned, d I

The Same to the Same

[1719-20.]—" Dick Shelton and I drink your health, he in

pure win*, mine allayed with water and toast I end vour
Lamp; pray send me all the news, rip rat P ' Flying
Post, Bangor or Bentley, etc. Service to Ladi<

little. I hope to see you to-morrow." Unsigned. (I. 15

The Same to the Same.

1719-20, Jan. 2[-13].
—

" Wishing you and my Lady and

the little Margaret all the happiness of this and many
new years, and thanking you foi -' December,
I proceed to business. Christian has showed me your Beal

;

it is very fine ; if the angels are heraldic or heathen, Mr. Wanley
and he [ate] must agree, and V| prayed me to tell you :

Adrian engages to put the impressions n|» so as that they shall

not be spoiled in the carriage.
" I am of your opinion as to the staring letters at th<- bottom

of the print ; I think that and other virtuoso or connoisseur

affairs had better remain in statu quo till you come to London
;

when that will be is the question.

"The Spartan, or. as they call it here, the £ Damt
has just done Tom S[outhern'] busin< b, and both he and the

town are satisfied it has b< "• "" , troubled

that it is laid aside.

"Your partiality to Solomon and Aim \ delightful

to me, for that my Lord Harley lovee the author Ls l

than any other sorl of merit.

"I can neither get Tonson nor Barber • i will

neither send out my books, nor make up account* InVk

Shelton is dining with me, [lea to our

good and dear friends at Wimpole. God foi you,

adieu." (I. 72.)
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Jonathan Swift to Matthew Prior.

1719-20, Jan. 25[-Feb. 5.] Dublin.
—"I have been long

pursued with one or two disorders, which, though not

very painful, are so incommodious that they quite disconcert

me, and among other effects make me so lazy and listless that

I can hardly mind the affairs of my friends, much less my
own.

" Since I begun this letter I have been so pursued with a

giddy head that I could not finish it. I had yours of the

10th of last month with your verses on my sister Harriet

enclosed. I have more obligations to her than you, and yet

never gave her any verses, because it is not in my power to

say as you carmina possum/us donare. I begun some when I

was in England, but it being not quite six years, I could never

finish them since. No thanks to you for your good verses

with such an advantage, when your Muse was your subject,

and was present. Send her over here to St. Patrick's, and
you shall see me quoque vatem. What do you tell me of a

plenipotentiary ? all that is a parenthesis. The Muses found

you at St. John's, and there they meet you again. If you
write no better verses than your enemies do prose, 'tis a pity

but you were a plenipotentiary again. I wish your subscribers

in this kingdom could as well answer your complaints as

you have done theirs ; but I find them much backwarder in

acquitting themselves of their second payment than their

first. But it is the disease of the country ; first they shew
vanity and good will, and secondly poverty. Ut Gallorum

sub ifa sunt ingenia. But my ill health is a good deal in fault
;

though all methods of advertisements and solicitations of

friends have been employed. Two remedies I shall apply
;

one is a little more time, and t'other that if they will not pay
their second subscription, their first shall be disposed of to

others, who come at the tenth hour of the day. And in the

meantime I will take care of the most convenient season to

return you what we have already mustered up. As to myself,

I have not yet health enough to go to England for more ; I

have been a month subject to a deafness, and it is with hearing

as it is with riches ; and a philosopher would have it though

he despises it, only to have it in his power to make use of

it when he pleases. I extremely long for Lord Oxford's

picture, which he promised me a hundred times. His Lordship

is poor, but has rich friends, and may give me his, if ever he

performed one promise he made in his life. I beg you will

no further solicit him than by reading this to him, and desire

his answer : but Kneller or Dahl shall be the painters.
" You are to understand that the French pistole you sent

me from Paris above six years ago to drink with your cousin

is now safe in my cabinet with my other rarities ; and that I

never spoke to him in my life but once, in the castle of Dublin.

I have upon second thoughts blotted out his name as you see,

because he is a person in office, but very obnoxious, I suppose
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chiefly for being related to you, and dure! never drinl

bottle of wine with tne ; and so thai pistole and meeting
reserved to other junctures. I hear In- Lb well and ifl a eery
honest gentleman.

"
I had a letter t'other d;i\ from Mr. Vudltor llarley Upon

a most importanl affair of recommending a—wnging man to

my cathedral, which (if you see him) you will please !•

I will answer soon. I wish he hail Bpenl a line in- t\\<» lo tell

me of the health of the family, it would have been more like

a Nathaniel."

Postscript.— '" You are hound to present m\ mosl humble
service particularly to your two favorites, and mj two brol

my Lord llarley 'and' Lord Bathurst." (VII I I"

F,[i izap.ktii Coiii'tess of] Sandwich to Matthew Prior.

[1719-20,] Feb. 28| March LO.] •" Wha1 Solomon with all

his wisdom ami all the graces yon have adorned him with
could not do, the firsl sighl of your sweel face performed
in a moment; nil sullenness vanished, I immediately changed
places, pill myself in the wrong and you in the p

am impatienl i<> thank you for th< ble surprise you
gave me to-day. I admire the painter, though I don'1

his colours, the attitude, and the lively expressi t the

figure, which is lost in black and white*; hut above all the

near resemblance to the original, anil I find bj .ill this there

remains mote kindness in my heart for him than I was aware
of. I had rather the world were mad that) dull

;
good for

anything I am sure it cannol he. I imagine the grand dance
in the Rehearsal marching to Exchange Alley, law and divinity

taking vasi pains 1<> cheat, and in the end he cheated also.

"1 admire the presenl taste in pleasure. Wha1 can be i

mote suitable entertainment for the unbended hour- oi the

great than the politeness, the wit. and dignity that reigns

in masquerades? And yel for all these temptations I am
perfectly easy in my solitude, and w.nit only more AlffUM

more Solomons, and mote Damdns, to make it a lif<

pleasure as well as happiness. Well, hut now 1 reflect that

after talking so much and so impertinently to you (tin

man upon earth one should take thai sort of freedom with),

'tis fit I should take my place in th-.- foolish world, but wherever

my fantastical -tars shall throw me, I beg you to believe

that 1 am. with a constanl esteem, your, etc.*' (VII. I

De i.v .Mam iy to M \n m w PRIOR.

1719-20, March 19| 30]. " I have deferred till your coming

to town to return my mosl humble thanks for the honour of

your letter, and for Lord llarley and Lad} II ity.

"T have received several marks of your favour, and

not heen thus late in m\ thanks it I dui

myself before; bul as 1 often begged mj knowledgmente

* I'riof had sent her an engi n ing ' y \ rti I >»
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mi^ht be made by those persons that recommended my
interest, so I hope there has been so much justice done me,

that T do not stand in your esteem either as one insensible

of benefits or ungrateful.

"Through Lord Chamberlain's wise management a play

I had designed for the town is deferred till the next season.

To make me some amends they have promised me to revive

Lucius for my benefit ; and gracious Mrs. Oldfield has agreed

to speak that admirable epilogue you honoured me with,

which must ever claim my most particular acknowledgments.

But that lady, being something diffident of her performance,

as much reason, however, as she can have for the contrary,

enquired how she might be instructed by you, and said that

rather than lose that advantage she would wait on you herself.

Next Tuesday the play is to be rehearsed ; I should be glad

to know your sentiments, and be able to carry her your com-

mands."' (VII. 127.)

The Earl of Chesterfield to x\1atthew Prior.

1719-20, March 19[-30].
—" I am to return you my thanks

for the very acceptable present of your picture and poetry,

and at the same time congratulate your felicity in being blessed

with the friendship of the finest gentleman of the age ; and

no man of your understanding can, or ought to repent that

he has been unfortunate once in his life, when it convinces

him that he has really such a friend in the world as the Lord

Harley. In prosperity we are apt to be blind, and very often

hug the flatterer instead of the friend. But adversity quickly

flings us back upon ourselves again, and sets everything

in its true light, but, perhaps, with no more satisfaction than

a looking-glass to a fine lady just after the small-pox. It's

true that nothing could shake the friends of Cato ;
they

continued faithful to him to the very last, in spite of adversity
;

and Cato himself expressed the sense he had of that hap-

piness. But he was a Roman, and we are degenerated Britons.

What we call a great man (I mean wealthy) here among us,

is (generally speaking) a patron to pimps, buffoons, parasites

and sharpers, while men of parts and learning may starve

or beg their bread. Just like our great ladies, who take more

care of their monkeys, lap-dogs, squirrels and parrots, than

of their children or relations ; which puts me in mind of

Caesar, who, when he saw some great ladies at Rome hugging

lap-dogs and monkeys in their arms, pleasantly asked a by-

stander if those ladies were past child-bearing. I once had

the impudence to ask a fine lady the same question, and upon

my word, Mat, she never forgave me. I have put your

picture into a frame and placed it where it ought to be, next

to my old friend Mr. Dryden's, who once sent me his picture

with such a present as you now favour me with, and I put

a value upon it, which upon my word I should not have done

had it been a fulsome dedication to myself, and which some
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of our senators are grown bo fond of, that, if a poet oaf of
modesty forbears to abuse and expose his patron with
flattery, he immediately becomes his enemy ; for no adu-
lations pan be too gross for these idols, who, puffed up with
windy titles and glaring equipage, think themselves something
more than the rosl of mankind, when, indeed, they only q
themselves less by it. Bow often have I een thai worthless
ill-natured pignrj Buckingham strut. loos big, and fancy
himself a giant, because thai poor poet Mr. Dryden (while
he lived) was pleased to carry BTis Grace upon his Bhou]
and yel common porters in the streets were much !•

paid! Another of these vain boast they t.-ll me
put this motto upon his c.ach: Neo minor invideo. I- this
done to show the world thai he understands Latin, or to put
us in mind thai His Lordship's grandfather was no less than
the common hangman of Ireland i

Postscript.—"My humble service to my <»ld acquaintance
Dick Sheldon, and pray lei him know that] as Boon as venison
comes in season, mv park at Wing will be ai his Bern
(VII. 87.)

Jonathan Swift to Matthew Prior.

1719[-20], March 24[-April 4]. Dublin.—" The person who
delivers you this is the son of Sir Theobald Butler ; the father
is one of the most eminent lawyers among OS, and hath an
appeal before the House of Lords to be heard on the 8th of

April. His adversary is one Lady Pendergras [ate : properly
Prendergast], sister of Cadogan, and the greatesl widow
Blacacre now in Christendom. I desire the favour oi von to
speak to some lords of your acquaintance to attend the bearing,
because it is of very great consequence to Sir Theobalds
fortune, and he is very confident of the justice of I

He is one of my flock upon the Deanery, a gentleman univer-

sally beloved, and therefore I could not refuse him this good
office." (VII. 89.)

Matthew Prior to Lady Margaret-Cavendish Haklky.

1720, March 29[-April 9]. Wimpole.—
"My noble, lovely, little Peggy
Let this my firsl epistle beg

At dawn of morn and dose of even

To lift your heart and hands to Heaven.

In double beauty say your prayer,

Our Father first, then notn /'•

And, dearest child, along the day.

In everything you do or Bay

Obey and please my Lord and Lady,

So God shall love, and angels aid ye.

If to these precepts you attend.

No second letter need I -end :

And so I rest your constant friend." (I.

b— 31
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Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

[1720,] June 4[-15]. Saturday. Down.—"I hope you got

some victuals at Cheston to recompense the oddness of your
entertainment at Down ; but you were pleased with John's
cookery, and that is the best service he can do his master.

I am here, and continue to stay till your return out of

Buckinghamshire ; if you have any commands for Drift,

who brings you this letter, he is ready to receive them. I am
much in solitude and calculations, and in every state of life,

my dearest Lord Harley, yours entirely."

Postscript.—"My very true respects to Lady Harriette

and friendship to mv little Lady are never to be forgotten."

Unsigned. (I. 103.)'

Richardson Pack to Matthew Prior.

1720, June 9[-20]. St. James's Street.—" The gentleman
who will deliver this letter to you hath a good deal of merit

in his profession, which is painting, and I should be extremely
pleased, if he might be allowed to employ his skill in drawing
a picture, which I shall never view without recalling to my
mind a thousand agreeable entertainments I have received

in reading the works of the best poet in our nation. Should
I find that I have credit enough with you to obtain this

favour, I shall have the boldness to ask another, by desiring

you to communicate the same request from me to Mr. Congreve
and Mr. Pope (whom I have not the honour personally to be
acquainted with) that I may have an opportunity of placing

their pictures where I shall their poems, in the best room in

my house." (VII. 128.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

1720, June 16[-27]. Westminster.—"According to your
order I direct to you at Bath, though according to the rules

of correspondence I should not write till I had heard from
you : I am less angry with you on that account than other-

wise I should have been, since friend Morley assures me that

Your Lordship and Lady Harriette are well : I hope—to use

Sir Humphrey Polesworth's* style—you will shortly be re-

pairing : our "little Lady Peggy is well : and here my epistle

might end in the Ciceronian manner, valetis, valemus omnes
t

bene est ; for I have nothing to add but that I am going to

dine with John [Duke] of Bucks at a sort of convivium

poeticum, for Pope and Gay are the other two guests. I have
Gay's works and Milton's as well for Lady Harriette as yourself,

and in my consummate prudence I have judged it better to

keep these books together with G}des Jacob till I see you,

than to send them rambling round the country after you.

I invited the virtuosi t'other day, Gibbs, Wanley, Wooten
[Wootton] and Christianf ; the two first could not come,

* Cf. Portland MSS. (Hist. MSS. Comm. ) Harley Letters and Papers, iii. 654.

t Cf. p- 477, supra, and Nichols' Lit. Anecd., ii. 248,
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and the two last oould nol !" got awaj fill midnighl
;

dirty

Dibben, of Dorsetshire, and the Arohdeacon of Bath wen
the company, as well to bless the meal ae to drink gn I

of thf riant
;

Motley assisted in tea. It was b convei ation

aboul five o'clock, a disputation tov» ixd . and a '

garden aboul ten. We drank your healths over and over,

as well in our civil as bacchanalian hours. My <t all

happiness to you are constant ami my friendship inviolable."

Unsigind. (I. 65.)

The Same t<> The Same

1720, June lSf-29]. Saturday morning. "It i. with

great pleasure that 1 hear from .Mr. Thomas <>f your health,

and beginning your progress : / /»</< fausto and l><' happy
in every thing : 1 am this moment Lroin<_r with friend Bingley

to Chessun and Down. Bov» do you like my preamble which

I send you ? I hope T may one day do for you what I have
therein done for my patron Dorset : adieu, my dear Lord;

I am ever and entire yours."

Postscript.
—"Let Morley, John, of Ealstead know thai

I forgive him at this distance, but hate him when he \

me." Unsigned. (I. 67.)

The Same to The Same.

1720, July 2 [-13]. Westminster.—" Wherever this letter

meets you, it brings you my besl wishes for your health, and
my astonishment that I have not heard from you. 1 would
not have anybody, not even yourself know, how uneasy 1

have been and am upon your silence: pray write. I have

been at Down, surveyed the estate, and done eveiything

as to taking a rent-roll, discoursing my tenant. &c. that

Morley calls wisdom. ]t is impossible to tell you how beau-

tiful a' situation Down is. and how fine the wood may be made
;

but for the house, as all the cross anmathematical devils

upon earth first put it together, all the thought and con-

trivance of man cannot make a window to be looked put of,

or a door to be shut , in case it were made o1 herwise habitable :

so sooner or later I foresee destruit domum ; but of thk

the divines Bay, at another opportunity.

"I hope you have Been Welbeok and other houses of your

own so strong and lasting that you may not have the-

of considerations, and upon this account yon would do well

to write a word to me, tor I really rejoice as much in whit

you possess as in what may be called particularly mine
" News from hence you expect none

; the town is

and the world is crammed into Change Ulej

friends desire most heartily to be remembered to you :
Roften.

[Atterbury] and Bob [Freind] are referred from the C

to the Common Law. where they may spend ae much m
as will build a college before they are certain where it shall

stand. Adieu, my dear Lord, I am ever youi
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Postscript.— '

' Squire Morley is in health, I hope, and by-

travel and experience knows a strong brick house from one

built with rotten loam. Gyles or George Jacob brought me
to-day two exemplaires of his two volumes of Poets Dramatic

and Poets Epic, for which I have in your name, as you ordered,

given him eight guineas : he dedicates one volume to John
[Duke] of Bucks, but John has not been Maecenatissimus

to him." Unsigned. (T. 73.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

1720, July [9-20]. Westminster.
—"Not having heard

from you, I though* I was very angry with you, and had writ

a letter to tell you so, when I received yours from Aywood.
That killed all my resentment, and convinced me that we most
easily forgive where we love most tnily. I hope this will

find you at the Bath in health, with Lady Harriette in health

likewise, for I have really no greater satisfaction in life than

in desiring all happiness to you both. I hope my Lord of

Oxford's gout will at least have produced one good effect in

keeping him safe from any other distemper. John [Duke] ot

Bucks, whom I this day saw, has always the same heart and
good breeding, but is valde mutatus as to his health, but this

is to you only, for no man makes his compliment that even
thinks of anything of this kind to him. As to Down, it is

really fine ; to make it habitable will be the question. Deus
providebit, to which I shall add all human means by corn-

mensuration, hortification and edification, but nothing more
than projection upon paper till I shall have seen you, which
I very much desire to do.

'

' As to the pecuniary, I have five hundred which you may
command at a minute's advice ; I disposed of the rest, not

having heard from you, but can retrieve it in a little time upon
your ordering me so to do. Vive et vale, I am ever and in-

violably yours.
'

'

Postscript.—" Dick sends bis respects." Unsigned. (1.75.)

[W]illiam] Edmtjndson to Matthew Prior.

1720, July 15[-26]. [St. John's College, Cambridge.]—
'

' Last week Mr. [John] James came down to take a view of the

ground for the Theatre and King's College, and was desired

to pay a visit to our Master, but his business would not allow

it. I could wish a plan was drawn, and proper application

made to those persons from whom we have expectances ; for

if the project drop, after so much has been said about it, it

will be a very difficult matter to bring it to bear again.
'

' The Dean of the Arches [John Bettesworth] supped with

me last Saturday ; he has a great zeal for the College, and
has promised to use his best endeavours with all his friends

in our behalf, whenever we go about it. Dr. Needham, I

think, is now in town ; can you prevail with him to address



my Lord Orford, who is a St. John 1

man, lines

apace 1 Opon whioh acoount an immed
seems accessary; and this i nol hie

; which
makes it reasonable to b pedit iou > a po ible , I

[am] aware thai this need not l><- aid to Mr. Prior, who has
tin- can • 90 much a i heart, and no doubl I idered hi

may best I"' advanced. I heartily v

solicitations for the old Hon e, whose into rest 1 hall
I

be ambitions to promote.
Postscript. •*' As to th< if you are not

liberty to give it to Boughton, I -hall
p

into it thai you shall be plea ed to i commend, e the
very best care that I can both to improve lii- learning and
secure his morals." (VI I. 1

2

Matthew Pbiob to Lord Earlby.

17:20, July 21[-Augus1 l j. Westminster. "I lasl ni

received your.s of the 17th from Aywood, and immediately
obeyed your commands, having Sir Robert Child's note for

five hundred pounds ; 30 you may use the

remaining sum upon a little warning I shall be able >

for I need not say that it is with equal ju

that I desire to serve you in everything.
" I have not seen the face of Morley since my last to you.

I am going to dine with the Caesarians. NT.B. 1 write

in a morning. I am to be with Tom Harley, bul in tin- old

way of incertitude ae to the. fixed nun ml.). All the world is

paradox; Bingley exclaims against me for thinking

building anything at Down, and then tali

thirty feet upon thirty, and an ante-chamber and bed-

chamber.
" I long to see you, and for that reason have pur

companion for Ralpho.
"You must give my ureal respects to Lady B

if she has any command her ooming to town, 1 desire

to be honoured with them : you musl also continue t<> believe

me for ever yours."
Postscript.—

11 Richard and Adrian are honoured with ;.

remembrance; we drink and wish your health. Adieu.

"I am heartily glad to hear Lord ifl betfc

Unsigned. (I. 68.)

The Same to 'I'm.

1720, July 29[-August 9]. Westmin "
I '

a kind of desire to I . with you for -

yours of the 27th quite app
better than ever 1 did. Lady 1

1

given me so perfeel

I intend to issue out

me except Morley, who-.- delightful face 1 ha-.

the first morning he came to town.



48P>

4
' My Lord Oxford will not be offended at me, if I wish

heartily that his indisposition may terminate in a formed

gout, and that I had rather have him sometimes in pain than

always lame.

"Lord Bathurst's proceedings with the prose man is ad-

mirable ; 'tis a picture. His Lordship having chid me that

I never saw him, and desiring me to ride over to Riskings,

I did so on Monday, and when I came thither I found he was
gone to Cirencester the Friday before : good again. I think

this may be added to the piece. The remnant shall be ready
;

you have only to order it.
'

' And now I come to the best part of my letter, which is,

that I paid my little Lady a visit to-day ; she is in admirable

health and humour, and desires her duty may be remembered
to Papa and Mamma. Mrs. Walton charges me with her

compliments to you both, and if I add my own, you will

believe me, more than words can say, yours."

Postscript.—" N.B. Not one word of Down. "Tis all re-

served in petto till I see you." Unsigned. (I. 70.)

C[aleb] Parnham to Matthew Prior.

1720, August 5[-16]. Benington.
—"Be pleased to accept

a grateful acknowledgment of your favours, with which you
distinguished me at a time when I was a perfect stranger,

and for that reason could entertain no hopes of them.
'

' Your interest and kind offices have placed me in the midst
of those pleasures with which Benington abounds, and every-

thing confirms (what you formerly said in one of your letters

to Cambridge) that tins family, whoever knows, must love.

My business here is to teach the young gentleman mathe-
matics, and I make no doubt of giving such an account of

him as will turn to my credit."

Postscript.—"Mr. Newcome is in good health and pre-

sents his service." (VII. 130.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

[1720,] August 9 [-20]. Ryskings.— '

' I am at Riskings with
Batty ; we drink to your health, moderation : I have no
news from London but that we expect the Earl of Oxford
here on Wednesday, and from hence he will then convey me
to that sink of iniquity and sea coal ; from whence—if my
own wishes were to be obtained—I would be separated for

ever. I hope you are well and pleased : I need not say
that wherever I am, I will always love and serve you."

Postscript.—"Kind service to Major." (I. 116.)

The Same to The Same.

[1720, August ?] Saturday, 11 o'clock.
—" Pray, my, Lord

send me a parcel of^news Anglican and Gallican of all sorts

and the five volumes of the Bibliotheque Angloise—I think you
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call it— for which I will be accountable, It jrou oome this

way before two, I shall be at borne ; it' not, I will wail on
at dinner, to receive Lady Qarriette'f oommands, upo
supposition thai your resolution of going on Monday I

though I hope it does m »t."

Postscript. -"My Bis volumes of LeonSWe Collection "I

Treaties. A water oolour picture, [tern, B rug coal due»y< a
since. Item, six sets of the drawings of the lamp." Un-
signed. (I. 164.)

Tin; Same to The Same.

[1720, Sept. ?] Saturday morning.—"I have invited the

virtuosi Gibbes, Wooton, Bridgeman, ami Dayl |l)ahl] to

sit an hour with me this evening. I am glad alwaj

hear from you. hut particularly when I was just sending
John to desire you to crown our feasi with your presenoe.

I intended to go no further to-day than to my Du
Shrewsbury ; if you come our way, I shall he at home till one,

if not, I hope to see you at Beven in Duke Street."

Postscript.—"If you have any nouvelles—you know this

is the day—pray read this letter in the enclosed journal."

Unsigned. (I. 173.)

The Same to The Same.

1720, Sept. 2[-13]. Cue Green, near Richmond.—" You
see, my dear Lord, by the place whence I date my Letter,

that I am with my nearest relation, very kindly received,

and I may add, every meal remembering with great reaped

Lady Harriette, Your Lordship and little Peggy. I Save

been very graciously received this morning by la Princip

before I came from London I purchased the little beads 1

showed you, I presume to your satisfaction, and at least not

to your"ruin, for Madam Maintenon's head is purchased for

less than five guineas. N.B. It may be an original but

could be her maiden head.

"lam going from hence to visit Duke Dorset, and tin

I shall be able to take my measures as to Mr. Cossens' meeting

me at Down, and returning with me to Wimpole, for I Una

already a great hankering that way.

"I thank you for Iny water-colour and Bibliothi

Angloise, a non est inventus is, I suppose, pari npon my
lection of Treaties: sic visum est siiperU Pray write to me,

and believe that 1 wish nothing more passionatelj than the

welfare, honour and happiness ol Lord Barley and Ins family,

and that I am ever yours." (I. 77.)

The Same to Tin: Same.

1720, Sept, 10[-21]. Westminster.—-'
4
] have Vmn I.

ship's 'of the 7th, for which and a thousand other tfa

I return vou thanks. I am in with Gibbfl and the viri
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one of whom is to give me a meeting in few days at Down,

for plan, measure, &c, and in few days from thence I hope to

send over for Mr. Cossens, ad opus inceptum et continuandum.
* ' Yesterday the world was in a panic fear ;

the South Sea

ebbed hourly by fifty and sixty down to five hundred ;
but

the apprehension vanished as insensibly as it came on ;
the

stock rose again to above six hundred ;
the Alley rung with

huzzas and things go on sicut olim.
'

' Friend Dick is swimming in another gulf, that of Carolina.

Adrian and all here are very zealously and truly yours. I

need not add that I am most sincerely Lady Harriett's and,

my Lord, your most obedient servant.

"Service to dear friend and honoured Peggy." (I. 80.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

1720, Sept. 13[-24]. Westminster.—"Yesterday John Morley,

Esquire, entered my palace, and immediately made his exit

;

the Lord knows where he has been buying and selling

;

with him I shall settle one part of our pecuniary affair, and

for the other part Your Lordship and myself will do it, when

you come to town.
1 ' I shall want five hundred, for I must pay that sum the

14th of October : if you can give order for it, I shall leave

my direction with Drift as to the disposal of it here, that the

thoughts of the mammon of unrighteousness may not dis-

compose my mind at Wimpole. A propos to my coming

I shall have a virtuoso grand jardinier to meet me at Down
in four or five days ; the precise time himself does not know ;

and I must wait it ; from thence I shall be able to take just

measures for Mr. Cossens' coming over to me, and my re-

turning to Wimpole with him, for which I very much long.
'

' Gibbs has built me a house, I will bring it over with me ;

as soon as I shall have finished this letter, I am to go to sup

with Dhayl [Dahl], Wooten [Wootton] and Gibbs above-men-

tioned, to talk of buildings, pictures and—may be, towards

the close—of politics or religion ; but the chief design of

our meeting is to drink to my Lord Harley 's health, whose

servant I am always. My great respects to Lady Harriette, and

friendship to her Peggiety [sic] are never to be omitted.
'

' If you have any commands that you would have me
execute before I leave London, send them to me by next

post. Adrian is your servant, I should not otherwise be his

friend. Adieu, my dear Lord, adieu.
" Lewis is in town ; he says, he shall hardly be able to^wait

on you this season at Wimpole." Unsigned. (I. 82.)

The Same to The Same.

1720, Sept. 15[-26]. Westminster.
—"I always esteemed

you a real friend, but had never so much reason as now
to praise you for a constant correspondent : I have yours

of the 12th, for which I return you—as for all—my thanks.
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T long <o be at ' Sambridge thai r wiiliin

miles of it thai is true : a man may love his mother, hut

had rather live with his friend.

"After this preamble, I cannol answer to the kind
of y«»ur question, ' when will you come !

' til] towards the
latter end of n< \i week

;
I mall then be abletb quit this

abominable town. m\ operator horiorum et syivarwn will

meel meal Down, and Mr. Co en will • lit, and bring
me to you. I will bring ;ill you command with me; w<

all yours.

"South Sea 1.1II-. notwithstanding which the mercb
arc insolent and the Ministry despicable in the city.

"Gibbs and my operator above-mentioned Bup with me,
and I shall wish all health, and happiness to dear Lord Harley,
Lady Harriette and my lovely Peggy, within half an hour
after I tell them that 1 am their servant.

" Surly Dick and supple Adrian are yours. Praj write

to me; adieu. Morley, 1 presume, tells you he is in town,
and that is as perfect an account as I jive you of him."
Unsigned. (I. 84.)

The Same to Tin. Same.

1720, Sept. 17[-28]. Westminster.—"! write to you, my
dear Lord, that I may keep touch with the mo
correspondent in England : pray mind thai you have that

character ascertained under my hand.
" I have so far settled matters with my virtuosi thai I -hall

see Down, and bring Gibbs over with me to Wimpole within

eight days from this in which I write. We shall fix it bo far

that the next post I shall beg your calasch to meet u-

Buntingford, and tell the very hour when 1 thank you
the pecuniaries, which render my coming more certain and
easy.

" Sturbridge fair, my God !

quis me gelidis sub montibus Mini Sistat ! d-< .

"I send you a copy of verses written by young M
the son of Arthur. I am with true respecl to Lady Harriette,

and friendship to yourself, ever and ever yours. Adieu.

"I need not trouble Mr. Cossens till I shall have spoken

with him at Wimpole." (I. SG.)

The Same to The Same.

1720, Sept. 22[-Oct. 3]. 2, afternoon. Westminflter.- "
I

did not write to you by lasl post, my dear Lord, for

everything was in such confusion, as to the pecun

in Change Alley, and South Sea, thai I did uol know what

to say ; but the confusion still remains, and I musl I

silent—I find—if I stay till T know wh.it to write on thai

subject: all is floating, all falling, the directoi

the top adventurers broke, four goldsmiths walked off, Walpool
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and Townsend sent for, that they may settle matters ; sed

adhuc sine successu : and every man with a face as long as

a Godolphin's ; vogue la galere ; I must fare like the rest.
'

' Pask, you will have known, is dead : I have written a

letter to the Vice-Chancellor, which he will, I presume, com-
municate to the University.

'

' I leave all this chaos and complaint to-morrow morning,
and calesch it with Gibbs—taking Down in our way—so that

we will be at Buntingford on Monday morning. You will

please therefore to send your calesch to Buntingford on Sunday
evening, that on Monday morning we may find it there, dis-

charge our London equipage, and come over to Wimpole,
where I long to be, whatever becomes of South Sea stock or

Cambridge politics.
'

' I hope the Cardinal is still with you and will be so some
time after Monday.

"Mist's simple story has raised a thousand impertinent

questions as to the truth of it.

'

' As to the unmoored verses, I sent you the best I had-

Life, pleasure and satisfaction to Lord Harley, Lady Harriette,

little Peggy
;

grace to Stratford ; amen ; adieu, till Monday.
'

' Dick and Adrian salute you, we are going to drink to all

your healths, for, nota bene, I always write my letters before

dinner." Unsigned. (I. 79.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

[1720,] Sept. 22f-Oct. 3].
—"When a man writes at noon,

'tis ten to one but he is forced to contradict himself at

night ; this is, therefore, to desire that Your Lordship would
send your calesche to Buntingford on Saturday night, so as

to bring us over on Sunday, and let us stick our knives

in your beef at dinner, for we shall come not to pray hare

[sic] but to dine hare [sic]. Gibbs' affairs are the reason of

this change in our great designs, and I am heartily glad that I

shall have an opportunity one day sooner of telling you that

I am every day and all the day yours." Unsigned. (I. 147.)

The Same to The Same.

1720, [Sept. 27-Oct. 8]. Tuesday morning. [Down].—" We
could come the last night no further than Hockerell, so lay

at my Dame Games' : just arrived at Down, eight in

the morning, very well, and going to breakfast, regret the

leaving Wimpole. This is the best account I can give Your
Lordship of myself since I left you ; sincerest duty and
respect to Lady Harriette, mille compliments a la petite ange."

Postscript.—"Mr. Bridgeman adds his duty and respects

to you and Wimpole. We have talked of nothing but canals,

parades and vistas from Wimpole to this place." Unsigned.

(I. H6.)
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Tin: 8 \mi. to I'm: S w
1720, Oct. i:, [-26], Saturday. Cambridgi I thank

you for sending my letter, for remembering me, i-i <

thing. As t.. ni\ affair here, the division- multiply
thai I think all will cud in the Whig Internal prevailing. I

will tell you the whole matter on Monday, which I long
mightily for

; the Vice-Chancellor after many estocades against
me has produced a letter from the Chancellor that the Uni-
versity choosing me at this time will do a thing thai will he a
reflection and prejudice to them : 1 have taken tin-

i

to get oft. foT that I never intend to do anything but what
should be lor their interest, but qtu fain f I think th<

an end of my matter, and shall drink on Mondav night to the
tranquillity of Cambridge and the honour of Oxford: my
only satisfaction is that these \\i-<- and honourable men have
not been able to involve you in this labyrinth, from which I

step out with great ease into the plainer paths about Wimpole
and Down. A pike you shall have on .Monday, and good
roast beef, but for wine there is not one drop in the town
but what is sour or port ; upon this you may use your own
discretion, praemonitus, praemunitus. To-morrow, you know, is

pray here, on Monday dim here. Service to dear johool-fellow,

respect and love where due, an eternal friendship to
I

Harley : adieu."
Postscript.— "Saturday, noon. We this moment sit to

table and have already drank your health."

(I. 88.)

The Same to the Earl of Oxford.

[1720.]
—" I have more than ten times set pen to paper to

write to the Earl of Oxford and have as often desisted : the

reason was, I presume, that T found I had not!,' y to

him ; I still heard from Lord Harley that you were well,

and from the Auditor that you did not intend to trouble 08,

having a strange taste of liking your own paternal seat, line

woods, good books and what company you please better than

Westminster, Change Alley, mistaken politics, and the con-

versation of pickpockets and stockjobbers. 1 tell you plainly

for your comfort, you are not likely to he disturbed in your

solitude we shall sooner send your Ma[gna] Charts

men down to their respective] homes, than have any pressing

occasion for them here ;
so pray enjoy (your) otium

cum dignitate, as you have had enough of the negocium

sine periculo : while others build their fortunes on that I

whereon a scaffold was to he erected lor the Earl of
| I

" All this while I have a great hankering towards the cider

country, and hope to wait on my friend Tom Barlej this

summer to taste of the Scudamorian grape, a- Philips .ailed

it; but I have absolutely given up my free will to Lord

Harley, and am to take my progress^ with him, like Bora

friend.
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'

' Nil habeo quod agam, et non sum piger, usque sequar te.

"The truth on't is I love him mightily, but that is no

merit on my side, for everybody does, that knows him ; nay,

'tis rather the effect of vanity, for everybody sees he loves me.

Among all the favours which you could do me, if you were

again Treasurer, and in power, I should thank you [more]

sincerely for none, than your [letting] him know my senti-

ments [on] [tha]t subject, for being perfectly [sensible of his

friendship. I am less able to speak of it properly to himself.
'

' For public strokes I refer you to Messieurs Buckley and
Mist ; I am just now told that the Due de la Force is coming
over to congratulate the King and Prince upon the late recon-

ciliation, and that Mr. Law will send his son on this occasion

to [see] England."
'

' Dear Dick is as ever yours, and is endeavouring to get

you some Madeira ; he and my friend Adrian join in their

good wishes for your health ; this is all the service we can

do you.
" I must give my great respects to Lady Oxford, and to

every feminine Harley in Herefordshire, as likewise my kind

service and friendship." (I. 121.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

1720[-1], Dec. 29 [-Jan. 9]. Westminster.—" The continua-

tion of my journal stands thus ; we have laid out squares,

rounds and diagonals, and planted quincunxes at Down.
Chacun a sa marotte, and that farm will turn my brain.

We found some remnants of old claret there. Whose health

did we drink \ All at or belonging to Wimpole. We are

just come to London, and I find myself and all nry family,

that is, four people and a dog, well : I likewise find a collar

of brawn from Wimpole, though I had my share of two of

[its] predecessors while I was there
;

quid retribuam pro tot

tantisque beneficiis ? Why, nothing but my thanks, my best

wishes to Lady Harriette, and her beloved daughter, and the

repetition of being ever the friend and servant to the master
of the family ; adieu.

" My kind love to Mr. Thomas." Unsigned. (I. 92.)

The Same to The Same.

[1720-1,] New Year's Eve, Westminster.—" Health, happi-
iness and friendship to you and Lady Harriette

—

ma chere ange

not excepted—this year, henceforth, and for ever ; the like

may be said to every man under your roof, or any way
appertaining to you. I have by way of epistle, not being able

to perform personal visits, given Lady Harriette 's compli-

ments to the Duchess of Buckingham and Lady Morpeth
;

I have sent by Drift your little commission to Aschough.
Drift had like to fight with him for a receipt of the packet,

without which he scrupled giving it to him, but Ascough
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promises by next Tuesday to obey the oontent of jroor

commands, so thai war is amicably oompo ed and I

;

will have y«>ur ordei '. and your Almanac
Pi-ay read these London Journals whioh | send yon, and

of which everybody her*

men to have a share in composing them. Comical !
•

Lord ; the nation is robbed, and the quarrel i bout the
sjK.il. 1 shall continue to Bend you '

for Drift

assures me they are very well writ
; he will have me say too

thai In' wishes Sour Lordship and Lady Harriett
I
new

year, and 1 lake his orders in this affair,
:

ink they
come from (he bottom of !.i- heart. Dick Shelton

me iliis morning; when I asked him why |h<-| had not writ

oftener to us, he replied thai writing was nonsense, and h
a good deal of company he told me that I looked very well,

and that my boil had done me good. I did bul touch apon
South Sea, and he asked me whal I could • peel better from
a conjunction of scoundrels at Courl with harpers in the

City; so, you see, whatever may change, Dick i- aem
"Adieu, my dear Lord, pray write to me and beli<

the pleasure of my life is to be yours ever."
(I. 123.)

The Same to The s hue.

1720-1, Jan. 3[-14]. Westminster.- "You will easily belii

my dear Lord, that T received your letter as a very grateful

new year's gift, since it told me yon are so near coming
to London; till T see you. therefore, f will not trouble

you with any particulars from this great Bedlam, but reserve

all till I shall have the honour of your visit, and you may be

sure to find me at home propter rationea medicinales. Tudway,
paragraph by paragraph, is, 1 own. a good shawms
and hautboys with dulcimers and dews' trumps must I

make an agreeable melody, and if tuned to the notes | bear

daily of ' damn the directors, hang up Aisleby, break Janson
and Lambert on the wheel—as in their countries they would

have been served '— &c., would make an excellent grand

chorus. I have some pamphlets, almanacs, &c, which I don't

send, since you will receive them here.

"My duty to my excellent Lady and love to liHle L

are never to be (unit ted. nor ever can be sufficiently i

to yourself I have only to say that [ami ver and ever yours.

"Service to Mr. Thomas, if alive after the doctorial battle.

Dick dines with me and Adrian : we are all three drinking

your health, and wishing this and many happn to all

the Wimpole family. Francis [Bishop] of Ch< well,

and likes the epitaph of Ma gravt wxm hia ground." I
-

signed. (I. 95.)

Giles Jacob to Matthew Prior.

1720[-1], Jan. 6[-17]. Golden Wheatsheaf in the Old Bafly.-

"I herewith send you a collection of Poem Q by
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the author of the Lives of the Poets. I have presumed
to dedicate them to you, Sir, as'the least I could do in return

for those great favours If have received from your hands,

and which I shall alwaysY acknowledge with the greatest

gratitude. I hope my presumption is not inexcusable. Where
Mr. Prior is concerned I am sure of an indulgent usage ; and
I desire the few errors of the press, particularly a literal one

in the Dedication, may not be imputed to my negligence, but
that of the printer, as it ought.

" After an industrious attempt to write the lives of you
gentlemen who excel in the noblest productions of the sub-

limest art, it will be the less admired that I should also

attempt to imitate you in spirit ; though I am sufficiently

sensible of my own deficiencies, and that there is no more
comparison between my performances and yours than there

is between a weeping spring and a rapid stream ; but con-

sidering I (with some modesty) inform the world they are

my last of this kind (in my Farewell to Poetry), I hope the

readers will be the less severe in their remarks and observa-

tions. I heartily wish you a speedy recovery from your
present illness, and that you may have many happy new years

of health and prosperity.
'

'

Postscript.—"My poem entitled Human Happiness is the
performance I have mentioned I had by me, in manuscript,
in my Lives of the Poets. I have chose to be my own mes-
senger to enquire of your health ; and I shall do myself the

honour to wait upon you at a proper time." (VII. 117.)

John Dennis to Matthew Prior.

1720-1, Jan. 10[-21].
— " I had the honour sometime since

to send you some proposals for the printing a book of

Letters by subscription, but having forgot whether I sent

the two first sheets of the book or not, I send them now.
" I have likewise sent you a translation of the Seventh

Satire of the Second Book of Horace. My friend who trans-

lated it desires to have your opinion of it, whom he esteems

one of the best judges in England of these matters. My
friend's translation caused me to enter into the nature of the

Horatian satire, and to consider the opinions of the com-
mentators concerning the three ancient remaining satirists,

who in my humble opinion have been all in the wrong, as has

likewise Mr.
'

' So soon as these thoughts are in writing, I should be in-

clined to send them to you, if I thought it would be agreeable.

I hope to wait on you in a few days, and then I shall be able

to come to a resolution." (VIT. 132.)

The Earl of Chesterfield to Matthew Prior.

1720[-1], Jan 25 [-Feb. 5].—"I have received the favour
of yours of the 14th instant, and I was very glad to hear



495

before it oame to my hand* thai Mr Prior (for I mu-t
ever wish him well) had declined ooming into the >

this time of day, when an hone I n »o far from b
to serve his country, thai I cannot but fanoy he m
thing <»ut of countenance to find himself m the^compai
so many knaves, [f my memon fails me not, there i- iq

ASsop, the fable of a Fowler who tal n Columbo [ s

his nets among the crows, put him to death, with this* -
reprimand before execution :

' what had you to do among
them?' If Fabritius, Paulus AEmUius, Vfuti

th<- test of the old Romans were now in I
«

• i r
i

u-
. can you think

they would can- to have places m the Senate \ they
would humbly beg leave of the House to return to their Sabine
farms and the ploughtail again. Such men are not lit

•

employed in this age, and for the same reason that Fabritius
gave to Pyrrhus why he would not be his Prime Mm
' Sir.' said he ' this can never !>< for your aen ice, or advanl
for they who now honour and admire you. when they have
had the experience of me, will rather choose to l,.- governed
by me than you." Should true patriots i> t - |,a into the Senate
in the room of those who are nol bo, what a strange cl

and fracas might not that make ? I have sometimes laughed
(for who can be always a Heraclitus ?) to see young men,
and some of them of good parts and principles, so mighty
fond of being Senator- . that they had rather be thoughl knaves
and fools themselves, than not -it among those thai really

are so. It puts me in mind of Borne of our vain modem
coquettes, who cannot forbear running into any new fashion,
though it does not become them half so well as the old.

"As for the MS. you have favoured me with. 1 think it

entertaining enough, but I cannot say it has that spirit and
vivacity, which shine through Air. Prior's other writings,

particularly his curious Maid, which was lately sent me ae

yours, and from a friend of yours. Winn faction i- prevalent,

and prejudice runs high, I cannol hut think it an ill time foi

an honest poet to write, or print what he writes, Bince In- i-

sure to suffer by the malice and partiality of faction and
parties; which makes me glad to hear that you are now-

amusing yourself in making fish-ponds, ami cutf

through your wood-, which, ! take to be a much better em-
ployment than burning a man'- fingers when he may
them out of the fire.''' (VII. 118

Mattiikw Prior to Lord Barley.

1720-1. dan. 28f-Feb. 8]. Saturday evening. I this

moment receive the enclosed [missing] which comes from

the Lords and must needs be very agreeable to the Commi
this is but the Primitiae iniquitatis. I hope U i on

Monday, and am every day yours.

"Thank you for oouvelles, &c. Goodnight.'

(I. 96.)
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Dr. Thomas Tudway to Matthew Prior.

1720-1. Jan. 29[-Feb. 9]. [Cambridge.]—" My last to my
Lord [Oxford] related to Bently's performance, in which
in one particular, I was misled, viz., that Bently had
mistaken his adversary, and fallen foul on Dr. Colebatch

;

whereas, that varlet did—not mistake him, but—knowingly and
wittingly take an opportunity to fall foul on the Doctor with
the most scurrilous and abusive language Bently himself,

that master of ribaldry, could invent. The Doctor has vin-

dicated himself in a short paragraph or two, in the Postboy
of Thursday last, which, I make no question, you have seen,

and has taken therein an occasion to declare Dr. [Conyers]
Middleton is the worthy author of that excellent performance.
This, he says, Bently knew full well, but was not willing the
world should think Dr. Middleton able to write a piece of so
much learning, and thereupon casts a slight upon him and
calls him the musical Conyers. The world will soon see him
exposed and set off in colours befitting him ; in the meantime,
he is like to have the mortification to have his book censured
here, by the Vice-Chancellor and Heads, as an infamous libel.

This, the Vice-Chancellor told me himself, was his design, as

soon as he could get a competent number of the Heads
together. We have lost our friend and old acquaintance
Dr. Otway, who died on Friday last, after a sickness of three

or four days. He fell into a kind of torpor and lethargic

fit, caused by a voracious stomach and indulging himself in

eating. We took forty or fifty ounces of blood from him,
but it was so thick, and without serum, that it was perfectly

stagnated. This loss of our friend suspends all, as xm-a-propos
and contretemps at present."

Postscript.—" Be pleased to make my most dutiful respects

and service acceptable to my good Lord and Lady and little

incomparable Lady." (VII. 133.)

Charles Gildon to Matthew Prior.

1720[-1], Feb. 15[-26]. Bull Head Court, Jewin Street,

Aldersgate Street.
—" It is now a week since I presumed to

trouble you with a manuscript tragedy and a letter to beg your
mediation and recommendation of it to my Lord Harley and
his Lady, that is, provided it met with your own approbation,

which I flatter myself it would do, because it moves the passions

in so eminent a degree, which is the chief excellence in that

way of writing, and so allowed to be by all ages till the present,

when we have had a sort of grammatical critics arise who have
put the diction or language upon a foot with it, nay, who have
made the diction, though scarce taken notice of by Aristotle,

the chief mark and characteristic of a good or bad tragedy,

and such a sort of diction, which, though correct enough in

itself, is yet by its uniformity scarce tolerable in this way
of writing, if we may give any credit to Horace, Boileau, and
even to the nature of things ; for tragedy, consisting of the
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representation of different
| must of necessity \ , rv

its style according to the nature of each passion which it hi

on the Btage. Bu1 this is a Bubjed of too
for a Letter, and considering the knowledge tnenl
of the person I write to, wholly superfluous. I mu I

that there may be Bome bold metaphors oi M» L which
I have retained in tin's alteration, and which I choo
to do than to deviate too far from the genii
of my author, bul I hope they are nol many nor
luit thai the excellence of the passions may sufficiently .

I

for them. It was by this quality alone thai < >t . I his

immortal reputation with all bul the verbal critics, and I

think I may say that after Otway the tragedj under omr con-
sideration claims the next place hi thai particular ; but
myself. If this play wants an apology to Buoh a judge as Mr
Pryor, I am sure it deserves none. It' il doee not, it will Buffi-

eiently recommend itself. T therefore only once more
that, if you approve on't, you would recommend it to my
Lord and Lady Harley's perusal and patronagi

Postscript.— " I would have waited on you myself, bul thai
I have been long confined to my chamber by blindness
lameness and a very infirm health." (VII. 121.)

The Earl of Chesterfield to .Mutiii.w Prior.
1720[-1], March ][-l2].— " Your entertaining an unfortunate

deaf man in his retirement with elegant poetry is really v«rv
obliging; but I am so ill a judge, thai I doubl 'tis thrown
away upon me, and your favours of this kind no better placed,
than if you had presented a drawing-room fop \. ith an acci
edition of Virgil or Horace, when the \»»<v creature hardly
knows his Horn-book. I look upon the poem you have now
sent me to be a brilliant of the finest and the clearest water
(as the jewellers call it) ; and 1 do believe that the poets of

the next age will be as fond of imitating .Mr. Prior, as he can
be of rivalling Spenser. .Most poets duly shine in the dark,
but you justly claim that privilege while living, nor has the
world denied it you. The young lady in your poem is very
nicely complimented, if not flattered, and indeed it oughl to

be so, for they are charming creatures to look at. and bo

serpent with fine scales upon its hack, till it hisses and Btingfi

a man. I am now (as 1 may tell a friend) under the di-

pleasure of a rattle-snake, upon the account of some poetry
she lately had from me, and of which ! here enclosed send
you a true copy. My crying sin is what I have put in the

margin of the poem: hum a gigg : the meaning of which
is this. A certain duke when he courted this lady two
three years ago. told her among other line compliment-, that

he would hum her gigg, which was taken jo heinously that

fool and Garter were both rejected, and my playing the fool

with a fool, is now taken as ill. All I have to Bay tor this is

the old Italian sentence :

—

Fortuna me tormento, spero [sic] m< content
l:

-
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" I am concerned to hear of your losses in that national

gulf of destruction, the South Sea ; but had it been worse, I

look upon your good fortune in the world to exceed your bad,

since it is not every poet's talent to be honest and faithful

to his patron. And how few poets in the world have ever

found an Oxford, or a Harley, for a patron ? I hope you and

your learned patron will live to see white days, and should I

live to see a time come when I may have interest enough at

Court to serve Mr. Prior, I shall then say with the poet :

—

' Quod optanti Divum promittere nemo
Auderet, volvenda dies, en attulit ultro.'

Enclosing verses To a lady in the country. (VII. 124.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

1720-1, March 16[-27]. Westminster.
—"You may take

it for granted that it is always with great pleasure that I

hear from Wimpole when the master of it is there, and with

greater that Inglis assures me that in a week I shall be re-

leased from all fundamental contracts here, and free to change

situation of place, and enrol myself of the equestrian order.

I am glad Bridgeman has begun so well, he says he will make
it the finest and noblest thing in England, the garden side

I find he has a mind to be at ; he does not open yet, but I

think it is rather enlarging than much altering.
'

' The enclosed [missing] contains last night's work in the

House of Commons ; the matter was stoutly battled, but

numbers overcame. Hanmer spoke angelically, and Hutchin-

son renectingly.
'

' This the right copy of John [Duke] of Bucks' Epitome, at

least as I had it from Pope ; various copies run about, and

everybody comments on it pro libitu ; Franco objects against

it being put up.

"Bob's [Freind] cause is put off till Saturday sennight;

it is warmly solicited on both sides.
'

' I had written thus far when I issued forth, and had the

honour to dine with Lady Harriette. Her Ladyship and
dear Peggy are very well.

'

' Hence I proceeded to Mr. Wooten's where I met him, Mr.

Gibbs and Mr. Bridgeman ; these three, and they expect

Sir James [Thornhill] to be of the same opinion and design,

set out on Saturday morning towards Wimpole. I shall hear

from thence how long you intend to stay there, and from what

you concert I shall be able to determine my coming towards

you, as I have already said, within eight or at farthest ten

days. I and the above-mentioned gentlemen drink your health,

and so does Adrian at home.
1

' Service to sedate and determined Master Morley, if with

you." Unsigned. (I. 98.)

John Dennis to Matthew Prior.

1720-1, March 17[-28].
—" I have been severely handled by

a violent cold ever since I waited on you last."



"Mr Watts senl me word yesterday thai mj book would
be finished nexl week. I therefore desire, Sir ili.it ii you
had an opportunity to dispose of an} of the six r< i p
1 had the honour to -end you Borne time Binee, yrou would
the goodness to lei me know it

;
and that, it uch an op

portunity has been wanting, you would fiave~the
tn return the receipts."

Postscript.—" I lodge behind the 'Ship ' tavern a1 I

Cross, and anything directed to be Left I | the b

thai tavern will come to mj bands." (VII. 13

M \t tiii'w I'kii.u to Lord II lrlby.

1720-1, March L8[-29]. Saturday night, II o'clock I

believe you have your virtuosi by you while you receive thi*<

letter; as they were packed up in one coach, they must
necessarily have come together, or else if it were possible -

(iil>l>s would have come aboul three hours after the

Sir James [Thornhill], I presume, has rather been Bpecul

in the chapel he is to paint, than praying in the neighbouring
church, and friend Bridgeman's devotion has d nsisted chiefly

in contriving how the diagonal may take Waddon steeple

exactly in the middle; of Wooton I have little to aaj till 1

become a horseman, which may be now, I think, in t<-\\ d

he shall then paint me upon Ralpho, and when any other

hand can copy it as well as he has don.- m\ King Charles,

I shall think him less a master than I do now.
" 1 can send you no news

;
old Cra r young

Craggs ; he had the sauciness to take opium in greal quantity,

because one of his betters had donesoa fortnight befor<

Cadogan boughl up the vintage of Tokao because the Elector

of Bavaria did so some years ago : Dii boni in q <</• U

nos reservastis ?
" Everv man says and writes what he will

;
one kills

Port man Seymour, who is not sick ; another puts up Edward
Lord Harley for burgess of Lieim'ster, which by the \>\ m ycl

better than' the blunder of thai beasi of Queen's who in his

preface to Tully De Divinatione calls yon Thomas « >t all

dunces the greatesl is a mere scholar, and ol all mere scholars

the most stupid is a crit ic.

"How do you like Jack Ketch's letter in the London

Journal ? Pray write to me, for I shall now be able to Bquare

my motions by your direction, as I always desire to do

one is easily guided by those whom loves. All hen

well: Adrian, while he make* up this letter, dunk- your

health with me : the bellman that takes the letter

the mutton chops are just upon the table; d night.'

Unsigned. (I. 100.)

John Dennis to Matthew Priob.

1720-1, March 23[-April -I. " I bad the honour the

to receive a way obliging letter from pou with foul
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guineas enclosed. You may depend upon it, Sir. that I shall

not be so much wanting to myself as to omit inserting the

catalogue of your noble friends in my list. I return you

ten thousand thanks for all your favours." (VII. 136.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

[1720-1], March 24[-April 4.] 8 at night, Friday.—" I

this afternoon—Friday—receive the favour of your letter,

and by it am not very perfectly acquainted with your motions
;

I shall conform myself to Mr. Bridgeman's convenience, and

be at Down on Monday night, where I will wait his coming.

I write you no news ; the Emperor would send Knight*

home, if the States or Brabant may be prevailed with : I

shall wait on LadyHarriette to-morrow, and write to you again

to-morrow night. Mr. Shelton, Adrian and I drink your

health, which I wish for ever; adieu." Unsigned. (I. 152.)

The Same to The Same.

1721, Lady Day, Westminster.
—"By Mr. Bridgeman's

letter to me I find he will have executed your orders by
Monday ; as I would always do what is most convenient to

you, I have appointed to meet him on Wednesday afternoon

at Down, and will accordingly set out hence on Wednesday
morning. Bob Friend's cause comes on next Tuesday

;

Franco grows worse every day ; Lord Cooper moved yes-

terday an address to the King to order the imports and ex-

ports' of custom for six years past to be laid before the Lords
;

Bathurst seconded it extremely well and brave, and both

descanted upon that part of the Speech which said our trade

was in so flourishing a condition. I thank you for all favours,

I am pretty well. I hear Sir James [Thornhill] has made
a ballet ; it is fine to have an universal genius ; adieu."

Postscript.— "Drift will not let me be quiet till I have

added his great thanks to you for remembering him." Un-
signed. .(I. 102.)

The Same to The Same.

[1721.] Lady Day, 10 at night.—" This letter, my Lord,

only confirms what I wrote in the morning, that I would meet

Mr. Bridgeman at Down on Wednesday, with this only change

of circumstance that Lady Harriette tells me she sends away
the coach on Monday, and is kind enough to ask me if her

so doing will be of any use to me : it will be so, and of the

same use to you, if I* come in it to Down on Monday, and

it comes to you on Tuesday morning, or, as it may be con-

venient to the coachman, on Monday night. Lady Harriette

does not write to you, having written so lately that nothing

occurs since. I have only to add that I write this from Dover

Street, that my great and little Lady are well and that I am
ever with great truth yours." Unsigned. (I. 150)

The Treasurer of the South Sea Cornpanv, then absconding in the Austrian

Netherlands. See Cobbett, Pari Hist. VII. 709.
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The Same to 'I'm Sam
[1721, March 27-April 7|. Monday aften n Down II ill

" I am just arrived here after .1 delightful morning rod five
hours' easy driving, I onl\ wanted the ma iter o\ the
with me to have made the journej perfectly

i

I

expecl the operator Bridgeman here on \\ -

in case you have no commands for him, for I am nol in !

I know nol directly when your journey 1- detei mined to London,
so can only wish vou a good voyage thither. I will I

quillize here some days, and measure ground and build h<
upon paper \\ ith I >nii . Ever vours.

'• All at Dover Streel are well." (] 149

The Same to The Same.

[1721 |. Easter Eve. " ! beg Sour Lordship to •••.<

my nol waiting on you to-day at dinner: I have a cold and
sorl of spring ague. English has given me a drink for three
or four days, and confines me a prisoner to his dose.
send me all the Anglicans and Galileans you can spare: wishes
for all your healths.

"Ever yours and a merry Easter to vou." Unsigned.
(I. 140.)

Hugh Stanhope to Matthew Pbiob.

1721, April 6[-17].
—" When I waited on you y<

about a subscription for Memoirs of the Life, &c. ol the late

E[arl] Stanhope, you were pleased to jay, thai you wished
I would undertake to write a Life thai would recompense
my pains, and gain me more credit. This, Sir. may
with some people for a kind expression, bu1 to me, it carries

the air of a French compliment. Can any man expecl to

gain more credit and advantage than from writing the Life

of one who was universally known for his unoorrupl loyalty

and fidelity to his king, his untainted zeal for the real

and welfare of his country, and his known ibhorrenoe <>l

bribery and corruption!! And that the Efarl] Stanhope was
such, is what his very enemies acknowledge. I m irerj

sible, that to write the Life of one of those unhappy I

who justly forfeited their heads for being concerned in the

late Rebellion, would be very agreeable to the taste of many,
and meet with great encouragement, especially from those

who were employed by some of the late Ministry to pave a

way for bringing in the Pretender. I beg leave to

that to reflect on a person deceased, though obliquely, is

unbecoming the character of a gentleman ; and they who
now cast aspersions on the Earl Stanhope, would nol dare to

say half so much to his face, had he been livin (VII 138.)

John Dennis to Matthew Prior,

1721, April ll[-22]. Charing Cross.
— '

' I was so imfortuj

on Sunday night as to have a visit from a writer «.t half-penny
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doggrel, who lodges near Pye Corner, some of which doggrel

he°has lately had the folly and the impudence to dedicate to

you, and to brag of your approbation of it. This scribbler

told me that you and Mr. Congreve were mortally affronted

at a letter writ to the late Duke of Buckingham and printed

in the book about to be published. As I had a little indignation

to find myself accused of affronting gentlemen to whom I am
obliged and whom I have always esteemed, by way of re-

quital for this news I turned the rascal ignominiously out of

doors.
'

' Sir, as the book is now ready I desire that you would send

to the bookseller for it, and then upon reading that letter

you will find that no man in England has reason to take any-

thing ill which is in that letter but that vile scribbler himself
;

but being a very insignificant wretch, he is willing to father

his resentment upon you and Mr. Congreve, and, to gratify

his own wretched malice, embroil me with you and him.

(VII. 139.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

[1721,] May 2[-13]. Tuesday.—" I am better as to my
cold, and hope to have the honour of receiving your person

and commands to-morrow. I am obliged to wait on my cousin

to-day, to help to settle her affairs, which are—bad enough ;

I return your nouvelles. If you please to send me the Revenge*

and any other stray papers, you mil oblige me in small things

as you always do in the greatest; adieu." Unsigned.

(I. 136.)

The Same to The Same.

[1721, May 3-14]. Wednesday morning.
—"I have sent

my excuses to Mr. Caesar, who invited me to dine with him

to-day ; indeed I am not well enough to go further than my
cousin's to something between a dinner and supper, and

cards ; admirable !

" Pray send me some old nouvelles, of any sort, and I hope

you will see me to-morrow : I am every day yours." Un-

signed. (I. 137.)

The Same to The Same.

[1721.] Sunday morning, 10 o'clock. Down.—" I receive

and answer yours, my dear Lord, the same minute. I have

no greater pleasure than to hear you are well, and can receive

no greater honour than Lady Harriette's compliment. I

have always told you what would be the effect of our northern

policy, and am sorry to be found so true a prophet, but more

of this when I see you
;
you do not say anything of going to

Wimpole ; I begin to fancy you love the town as much as

you say I do the country. Indeed I plead guilty to the accu-

sation, and if you were not in London I should not envy

Young's Tragedy.
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my Lord Mayor all the honour the Guild oan give him
rather converse with Wilborow, the briokmaker, than Jwith
His Lordship an. I Ins brethren at thai end of th<
with most of the politicians in the Couri oi Roqu< I I

bo employed thai the d&\ seems short, and *o much in

with Down that I think I -hall pardon rtUfc-COU

Morley for being the innooenl cau -• oi turning my bi

but this shall be lefl as soon as I h my matters in a
little way of going on, and my affections will joon tuin to
Wimpole when I hear m\ Lord Harlej i- tendii
I am ever with true respecl Lady !l.n rief be' md

Postscript. " Dick JShelton is with me, and wc jointly di

your health, Lady Harriett) 's little Lad} . Morle<
Squire's, &c, with the miller lasl nighl >*•<* we had paid our
workmen. Adieu, my Lord ; pray lei me hear from you.
Adrian is proud t<> be remembered by you ; he is at work
for yon; lit- hates country affairs." Unsigned. (I. 11

( iii.r.s Jacob i<» M \ttiikw Pri<

1721, May l8[-29].
— "Having since my Lives of tht r

wrote and finished a hook in my profession, entitled a Ti

of Laws or a <;<n<r<ii Introduction to tin Common, Civil

Canon Lair, <&c, containing thirty-five meets in

above one hundred and thirty Lai in maxims in the Common
Law, and the. like number of heads in the Civil Law.
from Justinian, &c, which hook, if I myself can pretend to

judge of niy own productions (either l»\ my labour or other-
w ise). is the best I ever wrote, and bo completed a- to ' >• useful

to all gentlemen and noblemen ; I should lake it a- the most
generous friendship, the kindest service, and greatest addi-

tion to your former favours, if you would please, Sir at this

time (when I have been forced to leave the town for my health,

and have very lately felt other misfortunes) to think ol some
person for me for a patron, 1<» whom it mighl he acceptable

by way of dedication. I have some thoughts of my Lord
Harley and the Duke of Dorset, hut want your advice and

assistance for my guidance in this affair, H you think

can recommend me to some patron fit for my undertaking,

I will send you one of the parts printed , especially thai treating

of the Civil Law and Laws of Nations, which, perhaps, (though

you are well acquainted with our law- in general), you may
best judge of, and by reason of its greal equity find greatesl

satisfaction in. I beg the favour of your answer

as conveniently you can. for that the proprietors are im-

patient to see the event of my labours, ami the whole will he

printed this week or the beginning of the next at fait'

and 1 intend you a present of one of my hook-. I have lately

fallen out with Mr. Dennis, .at account of his inserting among
his Letters a dedication to the Duke of Buckingham, de-

signed for my Lives of the Puds, reflecting on the memo
Cowley, which you and Mr. Congreve both disapprove d :

hut
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he says they are all fools as pretend to find fault with it. I

was imposed upon by Mr. Stanhope, and ask your pardon
;

I shall not for the future presume to send to you on such an
errand.

'

'

Postscript.— '

' I have been very ill for above a fortnight

of a pleurisy, but I thank God I am now upon recovery. I

lodge at Mrs. Carpenter's in Rowford's Buildings, near the

Church, Islington." (VII. 140.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

1721, June 8[-19]. Down.—"I am very much obliged

to you for your letter of the 5th, which was the most welcome
thing Drift could bring me. I hope you had a pleasant journey
into Buckinghamshire, for I would have all your ways
pleasurable, and all your life agreeable. I desire my respects

always to be given to Lady Harriette, I would add likewise

to Lord and Lady Cheney—in case this finds you at their

house—for I would have all your and Lady Harriette 's friends

know that I love them for being such.
" Helas ! notre petit chat est mort! we are here to-

morrow andf gone to-day [sic] : if Your Lordship and D.
Sh have jio greater losses to sympathise in than the
death of your coach-horses ye are not much to be pitied; I know
no advice to give His Grace in this behalf, not having had
the honour of conversing much with him since the 500 pounds'
bill, but I may tell you that the best way to save your future

dragons is to make your journey to Wimpole two days, and
take Down for your half-way house, which I hope may be
effected in eighteen months, for I have already lopped the
tree that is to make the plank that is to saw the timber, that
is to floor the room where I hope you will be within the time
aforesaid. Your rus I quando te aspiciam? is admirable
before you had been two days in the town

; you may laugh
at my solitude as much as you please, but I like it infinitely,

and shall do more so when the noise of the axes and hammers
to the tune of five pound a week grows less tumultuous ; but
Down in itself considered I love more than Tully did his

Tusculum, or Horace his Sabine field, nor would quit it for

anything, but to be with you or to serve you. As you have
been kind enough to ask Drift for my address, pray make use

of it, remembering that to hear from those one loves is (next

to seeing them) the greatest satisfaction; adieu." Unsigned.
(I. 105.)

The Same to The Same.

1721, June 14[-25]. Down.—" I have yours, my dear Lord,
of yesterday, and hope this will find you and Lady Harriette
safe returned to Dover Street, after the pleasure of a fine

journey, and no coach-horses lost; I repeat to you that Down,
being your halfway house to Wimpole, will save your cattle,

and be the best inn you can sup at, for which reason I am
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now planting salating, and Betting my eggs under the miller's

hen; the kitchen-garden this year, the apartment of three

rooms the next, and what then \ Why, what Mons. Fouquet
said to fche late Queen of France when she asked him what he

was building at Vaux. 'Only a stable, Madam, 9

la' replied,

'where your horses may bail in your way to Fontainebloau,

and if 1 add a pavilion, 'tis because .tlteiv are none bu1

thatched houses in the village.' Lady Harriette may apply

this piece of history, but pray let us carry the parallel n<>

further, for Fouquet was removed above two hundred mile

from his house, and lay in prison above twenty years in

Pignerol, commenting upon the Ecclesiastes. 1 have done
that already, you know, in verse, and Morley himself was
never so unreasonable as to ask for another volume of

Solomon. However, he may expect the second part of the

Ballad of Down. Wherever that noble youth of Essex is he

may understand that I am making a stile at the end of Great

Hilly Field, where the cattle got in, and did a power of wrong,

to be sure, and putting brushwood under the old gate, where

they plaguy pigs crept into the pease-close. I would stay

here a little longer, as well for the utile as the dulce ; for, since

we have begun, we must not neglect, and redime te caplum
quam queas mmimo is as good sense in domestic affairs as in

war ; in the meantime your paragraph of the South Sea
makes my heart ache a little, and poor Lawton's death gives

me another real trouble, but que faire ? I will be vexed at

nothing while I enjoy your friendship, and I will live no longer

than I will strive to deserve it : I have tired you with a long

letter, though I had nothing to say to you, when I begun it,

but that I am your servant ; adieu.
'

' Drift is working for you, and begs his great respects may
be given to you or else he will not fold or superscribe my
epistle. Pray write to me on Saturday; vine et vale.'''

Unsigned. (I. 107.)

The Same to The Same.

1721, June 22[-July 3]. Down.—" Friend Richard, being

called from me by his loyalty to his King's and other great

affairs, charges himself very readily with this affectionate

letter, which is only to tell you I constantly wish health and
happiness to you and my Lady, with dear remembrance
always of little Peggy. Your last deserves my thanks, and
the King of Sweden's [reli]gion therein mentioned demands
my admiration: pray think on Mons. Jo[u]rdain in the

Citizen turned Gentleman, that was to marry his daughter to

the great Turk and be himself made a Mamamuchi ; he was
afraid he had not portion enough to give her, in order to procure

so great an alliance. I will wait on you as soon as I have
settled the affairs of this week and given some necessary

orders as to the next, if you will write a word to me on

Saturday night, and believe me to be ever and entirely yours."
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Postscript.—" I have a great deal to say to my friend and

countryman Morley about sinking a well and splashing a

quickset, by which discourse I may happen to prove that I

am not so' ignorant of country affairs as some people may
imagine. Once more, my dear Lord, adieu." Unsigned.

(I. 110.)

Matthew Prior to Lord Harley.

[1721,] June 25[-July 6]. Down.—" Master Richard did

well in giving you my letter, and you did better in answering

it ; if you and yours are well, my Alma is satisfied. I have

sunk a well, which answers to my wish, and will water my
garden deliriously. I will be with you at furthest on Tuesday

night, for I have' much to ask and much to speculer concerning

the presidentship, which, I think, must unavoidably lead further.

I wish to God Lord Oxford may be well enough to come to

London ; I have much to say to you upon that head.

Bridgeman writes me word that he is to go to Wimple to-

morrow morning, and will call at Down on Wednesday ;

but that is nothing. I shall leave my opinion of matters

with, his deputy Adams, and come away—as I said— so as to

see you on Tuesday evening, no coach coming by to-morrow

that* can take me up nearer than Harlow; adieu." Un-

signed. (I. 118.)

Chari.es Gildon to Matthew Prior.

1721, July 21[-August 1]. Bull Head Court, Jewin Street.

—" 'Tis now above a fortnight since I ordered three of my
books to be left at my Lord Harley's, one directed to my
Lord, another to my Lady, and a third to you. That they

were delivered to one of my Lord's servants I am certain, but

whether they were by him* delivered according to their direc-

tions I am tempted to doubt, because in all this time I have

not had the happiness to hear that they were so. From
hence I take the occasion of troubling you with a request which

I have to make to you. These two last terms my old acquaint-

ance Sam Briscoe called upon me, and among other things

informed me that he had in his trouble met with no act of

generosity but from Mr. Prior, who had given him five guineas

for a set of Tom Brown's works, and had prevailed with my
Lord Harley to give him Cwe more for another set. He
further informed me that one Mr. Jacups, a new author, told

him that Mr. Prior had made a collection for him to pay his

debts. These generous [actio]ns to these two makes me
hope that I likewise shall find the good effect of your bene-

ficent temper, having every way, I think, as reasonable a claim

to it, as the two persons I have mentioned, and by this a

stronger, that I am in years, blind and lame, and of a very

infirm health. I am endeavouring to get a collection made
for me to enable me to remove from this out-of-the-way place

to one more proper for my condition, and to provide against
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the attacks of necessity by setting up a lecture which will be
sufficient to supply my wants. Being sensible that to en

my Lord Barley in this collection there is nothing wanting
but your mediation, that is wh.if now I most earnestly beg
a1 your hands, for though my Lady Duchess's present was
extremely handsome, yel my anticipations upon it were so
Large that 1 had hut little left of it as soon as received, and
therefore 1 have been obliged to have recourse to the method
I now mention. In which I must once more heir your earnest
and spccdv assistance, and the favour shall always he ac-

knowledged." (VII. 144.)

CllARLES (JlLDON to MaTTUKW I'kIOR.

1721. July 27[-August 7]. Bull Head Court, Jewin Street.—
' I understand that you and my Lord's family are all moving

out of town next Saturday. T am the more surprised hecause
I have not had one line from you about the present I sent
you, or my subsequent letter to you, which is a treatment
that I have not met with from any one but Mr. Prior ; for
though 1 have written to the greatest men in England both
ecclesiastical and temporal, yet not one of them ever thought
me unworthy of a civil answer, but 1 suppose that it is nol Mr.
Prior's way. As a gentleman, as 1 may say I am both by
birth and education, and I think without much vanity, I may-
say a scholar, I thought I had a right to an answer from
another gentleman, but it seems I was mistaken, which con-
firms the opinion of a very intimate friend of mine, who told
me that I had so long locked myself up from the world, that
I had forgot the world. And yet I hope that my mistaking
Mr. Prior will not be a very strong proof of his assertion,

because upon my sending one of my books to one of the
greatest persons in England, he not only sent me twenty
guineas, but likewise ordered his chaplain to send me a very
obliging answer.

" I have much more to say to you upon this head, but shall

defer till you return to town. I shall trouble you with no
more at present." (VII. 146.)

Matthew Prior to tho Earl of Oxford.
1721, August 31[-Sept, 11]. Wimpole.—" Since at this

distance all by which I can show my respect to you is

daily to wish your health and to pray for the perfect estab-
lishment of it, I imagine I have held as continual a corres-

pondence with you as if I had writ every post to tell you so
;

besides that as well at London as in the country I have had
the happiness of being near my Lord Harlev, and the addi-
tional one of hearing from you by his letters without your
being troubled with mine, which is no small advantage to
both of us; in this conduct I have kept what the French
call un silence respectueux, which some in English would
translate an excuse for laziness ; and possibly upon another
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impeachment that silence might be found criminal {vide

Parker's speech, Sacheveril's trial)/ But now, as Sir Philip

[Yorke] used to say to brother B . . . . , one word, good
Sir, to the business, that of the day, I mean, which is joy
and happiness to Lord Harley and Lady Harriette, and to the

Earl of Oxford on their account ; and if I do not express

myself very perfectly, I desire Your Lordship to make it out
for me, for the sentiments I feel on this occasion are pretty
like those that you yourself have, only that the title of a father

has—I know not how—by general consent claimed a place

nearer than that of a friend : so I will just yield the point

to Your Lordship, but to no man else alive. I return Your
Lordship my humblest thanks for having mentioned me to

your dear and beautiful correspondent Peggy : I never saw
an angel, though I have read much of them but, I fancy,

she is very like one. She has no wings, indeed, but she has
legs that carry her so lightly that it is a question if she flies,

or no ; and now I will talk of no mortal people but those
here, Serjeant Commins, Squire Morley and my school-fellow

Robin Harley, who all give your [sic] duty and respect to

Your Lordship as I do mine to all where you are ; the rest I

reserve till I see you at London, where I hope your health
will permit you to go this autumn. I shall then break out
viva voce, and in one week discharge myself of what I have
laid up for a year, though the most important thing I shall

ever have to say is to assure Your Lordship of my being with
inviolable zeal and esteem, &c." (I. 112.)

Journal &c, Memoirs. &c, Relating to the Treaty of
Ryswick.

" 1696, Sept. 5[-15.]—The King went to Cleves to pay the

Elector of Brandebourg a visit ; the Elector met him at

Skinkenskense [Schenkenschanz] ; from thence to Cleves, the

Elector and the King went in one coach, the Electoral Prince

and the Duke of Zell in another ; these two last had doubt-
less very agreeable discourse, for one of them is seven years
old and the other seventy-two.

' The^ King played at cards that afternoon with the
Electress in her apartment, and with the Duke of Zell, who
had an ordinary chair ; Mr. C[ressett] sat in the like chair

(as to teach the King and sec his hand), and the Princess stood
all the while, which was about five hours. The King supped
in the same apartment with the Electress, the Electoral Prince,

the Princess, the Duke of Zell; the Elector in his own apart-

ment with some of the men.
' The Bang and Elector could not eat together, because

the King could not let the Elector have an armed chair, and
the Elector could not be treated with less in his own regence.
The King's family and the strangers were all treated very
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greatly at several tables, according to their quality, in the
great hall ; the meat was good, the wine (all but the Rhenish)
bad, and so liberally filled thai people were drunk before the
desert ; but if the guests lost their understanding, at least
they had no occasion for it, for everybody found a servant
and a flambeau to convoy them to the gate trf the castle, and
there a coach to carry them to their own lodging ; the same
coaches waited for them in the morning."
"Sunday, the 16th. [N.S.]—The King and Elector heard

different sermons for the same reason that obliged them to
eat at different tables. After sermon they went together
in the same calash to see the park, and that part of it which
they call the Starembourg, from which hill one sees one of
the largest prospects in Europe.

' We dined in the same manner as we supped the night
before

; at four afternoon the Elector conducted the King
back in the same manner as he went to receive him.

' The Elector allowed two ducats to each man of His
Majesty's guards and two ducatoons to every man's servant
there, but few took it.

' The King gave to several of the H^lectress's women five
rings of good value from 500 to 150 pounds, and 2,500 pounds
amongst the servants.

' In coming home there happened a quarrel between Lord
P[ortland] and Mr. K[eppel]. P[ortland] was in one of the
Duke of Zell's coaches and K[eppel] in one of the King's.
Kjeppel] overtook P[ortland] and kept the way quite to
Deering [Dieren], where P[ortland], getting out of the coach,
threatened to beat the coachman, and said he was an imper-
tinent puppy

; the fellow excused himself upon the orders he
had received, upon which Portland said that he who gave
those orders was an impertinent puppy, or words to that effect

;

the matter was complained of to the King on both sides, but
we heard no more of it ; it was whispered that K[eppel] was
in disgrace, because he went next day to his own house at
Zutphen

; but he came back the next, and was as much in
favour as ever."

" Wednesday, the 19th. [N.S.]—Mr. Blathwayt told me
that he had represented to the King what the Duke of Shrews-
bury] had written in my behalf, that I might be thought of as
Secretary to the Embassy when the peace should be made

;

the King was pleased to answer that he was of my Lord
P[ortland]'s opinion as to my being proper for that employ-
ment, and that my pretensions were just and reasonable,
which I hearing from Mr. Blathwayt desired Mr. C[ressett]
to thank the King for this honour he intended me, and came
from Loo (Thursday, the 20th)."

"Saturday the 22nd. [N.S.]—I came to The Hague and
heard that my Lord V[illiers] was gone to Loo." (XVI. 1-2.)

" Dec. 12[-22].—His Majesty named the Right Honourable
the Lord Privy Seal, the Lord Viscount Villiers, and Sir
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Joseph Williamson his Plenipotentiaries for the Treaty of a

General Peace."
" 1697, Feb. 4. [N.S.]—The mediation was required of

Mons. Lilieroet [the Swedish Envoy] by Count Kaunitz in

the name of the Congress."

"[Feb.] 10. [N.S.]—Cailieres [Cailieres] dictated to the

Mediator the preliminaries in presence of Mr. Dyckvelt."
" [Feb.] 14. [N.S.]—The form of passports was agreed on,

and the contredeclaration adjusted which Count Kaunitz

dictated to the Mediator [Feb.] 16."
'

' At the same time Lilienroett made his declaration con-

cerning Luxembourg and Strasbourg for Cailieres' justifi-

cation.
'

'

"[Feb.] 25. [N.S.]—The form of the pleinpouvoirs com-

municated to the Ministers by the Mediator."
" March 5. [N.S.]—My Lord Villiers gave an account of a

discourse between him and the Mediator to this effect :

—

" L[ord] V[illiers].
—

' It was thought there might be some
difficulty in the business of the passports, in regard of His

Majesty's titles, and accordingly I spoke to the Mediator

to take care that they might receive no prejudice in that or

any other Act in the Treaty. I told him that the French

would never be suffered to make any distinction between

His Majesty and the rest of the Allies, and that His Majesty

would treat France in every point as France treated His

Majesty. Upon this the Mediator has spoken to Mons.

Cailieres, who has consented to give the Ministers of His

Majesty blank passes, as to the Ministers of the rest of the

Allies ; he likewise said, he thought it reasonable that every

packet-boat should have a pass for the vessel, her equipage,

and for the letters she carries, merchandises and passengers

excepted, but to this he could not consent without an order

from his Court, which he would write for ; by this agreement

the packet (as a courier) may be stopped to see if she has no

passengers and merchandises on board, but is not to be de-

tained above an hour at most, nor led out of her way.
' The Mediator in discourse with Mons. Cailieres men-

tioned a pass for my Lord Pembroke and Sir Joseph Wil-

liamson, but that was not found practicable according to the

article in the Preliminaries about owning His Majesty, so

that a good convoy is thought the best expedient in this affair.

' The Mediator has spoken to Mons. Cailieres of the business

of Lorraine, but as yet cannot get it upon better terms than

France has already offered it. In speaking of this business

the Mediator assured Mons. Cailieres that the Allies would

never hearken to an equivalent for Strasbourg.

' The French except against the Emperor's bearing the

title of Landgrave of Alsatia in his pleinpouvoirs, and say

that His Imperial Majesty has never used it in any Act since

the Peace of Westphalia; this will be easily known and easily

adjusted by a declaration from the Mediator that the taking
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a title by any Prince shall not prejudice the pretension that

another can have to it.'
"

[Memorandum.]— " I went for England, Jan. 23rd. N.S.,

and returned March 17. I took leave of the King on Sun-

day, March 10, at Kensington, from which day my new privy

seal as Secretary of the Embassy commelRSBs."
" 1697, April 3rd. N.S.—Count Kaunitz informed the

Ministers at the Congress at the desire of Mons. Lilienroett,

that the French had agreed to the points following :

—

' 1. That all ceremonies should be abolished.

' 2. To the act of the Mediator : that the taking of a title

by one Prince should no way prejudice the claim of any other

Prince to it.

1
3. To the passports : that every Minister should have

free and secure correspondence with his Master, in order to

which blank passports are to be given to each party, the

packet-boat to and from England is to be looked upon as a

courier ; but the merchandises and passengers, which are on
board, are not free ; if any party desires a passport to go to

any other place than the residence of his own Master, it is

left to the liberty of the other party to grant or refuse it.

1
4. To the pleinpouvoirs, which are to be upon the same

foot as that of Nimegue.
" The Pensioner [Heinsius] told the Allies that ad interim

and provisionally they might meet the Mediator in the

Congress-room, the table removed." (XVI. 3-5.)

"Journal of what was done at the first meeting at Rvswick."
" 1697, Thursday, May 9th. [N.S.]—The Ministers being

assembled at 4 [o'clock] afternoon, the Mediator showed his

own pleinpouvoirs and each Minister did the like ; the
Mediator went for some time to the other side, and returning

showed the Ministers of the Allies the pleinpouvoirs of the

French Ministers ; which being read, it appeared that they
had power to treat with the Emperor, King of Spain, and
States General, and with all that are in alliance with them

;

the Mediator went to his own apartment ; the pleinpouvoirs

of the several Ministers were brought to him by the Secre-

taries, and two copies collationed, one of them signed and
sealed by the respective Ministers (whose they were), were

left in the Mediator's hand. The Mediator, returning to

the Ministers of the Allies, informed them that the French
desired (for the present) only to see the pleinpouvoirs of the
Emperor, King of Spain and the States.

"The Mediator gave the Spanish Ministers the French
Ministers' answer to the reunions made in the Catholic

provinces since the Treaty of Nimegue.
" The Mediator read an Act which was to save any Princes

being prejudiced by another's assuming any title,
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" The Congress adjourned till Saturday, the 11th, at 10

o'clock in the morning."
'

' Saturday, May 1 1th. [N.S.] In the Congress at Ryswick.

—

'

' The Mediator gave the Imperialists, Spaniards and Dutch
Ministers the copy of the French pleinpouvoirs.

'

' It was resolved that the Congress should for the future

meet at Ryswick on Wednesday morning and Saturday
afternoon.

'

' The Brandebourg Minister did from the beginning make
some exceptions against his Master's not being particularly

named in the French pleinpouvoirs, but only generally men-
tioned under the name of ally."

" May 14th [N.S.]—The Mediator paid my Lord Pembroke
the first visit, in His Lordship's apartment in my Lord Villiers'

house." (XVI. 7-8.)

"Wednesday, May the 15th. [N.S.] At the Congress at

Ryswick.

—

'

' The Mediator showed his new pleinpouvoirs signed in

the name of the young King by the Queen his grandmother,

and the rest of the Regents, and gave to each of the Allies an
authentic copy signed Lilieroot and sealed with his arms.

'

' The Mediator gave in these three propositions :

—

' Propositions de L'Ambassadeur Mediateur.
1

1. De convenir d'un Reglement de Police; et il propose

celui de Nimegue avec quelques additions, dont la copie est

icy joint.
' 2. De concerter du terns et de la maniere de faire con-

noissance, et d'entrer en commerce avec Messrs. les Ambas-
sadeurs de France sans que personneen puisse etre prejudicie.

' 3. De preparer les Propositions de Paix pour la premiere

Conference, s'il est possible.
" [As] to the first : the Mediator gave in the regulations made

at Nimegue with some explications upon them.
'' [As] to the second: the Emperor's Ministers and the French

could not agree about the manner of their first meeting
;

the Imperialists proposed the great hall for the place, and
that the French should be there some little time before the

Imperialists entered. The French would not consent to enter

any otherwise than each party from his respective apartment,

and at the same time. Mr. Zeiler [sic. i.e., Seilern] proposed

an expedient, which was that the French should be in the

Mediator's apartment, and upon notice given by the Mediator

of their being there, the Imperialists should enter ; the French
would not accept of this expedient, and so the intended inter-

view was laid aside.

"As to the third : the Allies said they would prepare

their Postulata as soon as possible."
" Saturday, May the 18th. [N.S.] At the Congress at Rys-

wick.

—

" The Emperor's Ministers showed the project of what
they demanded in the name of the Emperor and Empire.
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The Ministers of the several German Princes asked a copy
of it, and that they might have time till the nexl Congress-

day to consider of the several points contained in it, in order

to their assenting to them."
"Wednesday, May the 22nd. [N.S.] At the Congress at

Ryswick.

—

«.»~

"The Imperial Ministers had a conference with those of

the other Princes of Germany some time before the Congress

began, and instead of receiving their answers to t he project

given to them on Saturday, they produced a more ample
form of their demands, and required the Minister's to give

their opinion of it immediately. The Ministers excused them-
selves from doing it, there being some points in the project

which required their further consideration, especially in points

relating to religion ; but there being one Article by which
it was specified that every Prince might give in his demand
particularly, the Imperialists thought they might give it into

the Mediator's hand ; which accordingly they did, but desired

him not to give it to the French without receiving their

demands at the same time.

" The Spaniards gave in their demands in general terms
with the same condition. The Ministers of Cologne and
Liege gave in their demands (of which they gave us a copy).

'

' Mons. Lilieroet Avent to the French, and coming back
told the Imperialists that he had required that the French
should give in their demands at the same time that they
received those of the Imperialists, and that as to this point

the French said that they stick to the declaration which Mons.
Cailiere made in the Preliminaries.

'

' The Imperialists desired some time to consider of this

answer before the Mediator should give in their Project."

(XVI. 8-11.)

"Saturday, May 25th. [N.S.] At the Congress a+ Ryswick.

—

" The Mediator acquainted the Congress that the French
grew impatient that the Allies did not give in their pre-

tensions ; that he promised that they should soon do it ; he
therefore desired the Allies to make all convenient haste in

the dispatch of their Postulata.

" The Mediator desired to know if the Allies were agreed
to his regulations ; they desired that they might have a copy
of them and time to consider of it."

•"Wednesday the 29th May. [N.S.] At the Congress at

Ryswick.

—

"The Mediator informed the Allies that he had given all

the Postulata which he had already received from these

Ministers into the hands of those of France, and that they
had told him they would consider of those Postulata, and <i'\\ e

their answer in some time. It was said that the Imperialists

had made some alterations in tho<e Postulata which they
had given in before, particularly that in the 3rd Article post

P—33
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Pacem Monasteriensem was changed to post Pacem West-

phalicam.
'

' The Mediator told us that he had spoken to the French

Ministers concerning our passports, and acquainted them
that he had received notice from France by the Swedish

Minister there, that Mons. Pomponne had said that the King
his Master approved of the method which Mons. Lilieroot

had proposed for the passports for the packet, and that it

was by some mistake that they were not dispatched before

now. The French said that the account they had from Mons.
Pontchartrain was very contrary to this, but that they hoped
by Friday's post they might have instructions in the thing.

1
' Everybody in effect agreed to the ceremonial, and so it

was looked upon as an Act made by the Mediator which already

only wanted its formal part. Some time was spent between

the Mediator and the French, to try if means might be found

for the Imperialists and the French to visit ; but the

Mediator not being able as yet to make them agree in the point,

they will not yet see each other."

"Saturday the 1st of June. [N.S.] At the Congress at

Ryswick.

—

"" The Mediator gave the Allies a paper from the French,

which contained a previous question of which they desired

to be informed before they answered to the Postulate/, of the

Imperialists and Spaniards. Count Kaunitz and Don Quiros

told the Mediator that the Allies would consider of that paper.

"Monday following being appointed for the general fast,

it was agreed on by all parties that the Congress should meet
on Tuesday at 5 [o'clock] afternoon."

" Tuesday the 4th June. [N.S.] At the Congress at Rys-
wick.

—

'

' The Imperialists and Spaniards read to the Allies the

answer which each of them had formed to the paper they had
received from the French on Saturday. It was not at first

approved of, as not entirely owning their consent to th^ Pre-

liminaries, but after some small alterations made in it, it was
agreed on.

" Count Kaunitz, Don Quiros and Mons. Dyckvelt carried

it to the Mediator, to be by him handed to the French. The
Mediator brought word back that he had delivered the answer,

and that the French desired time till Saturday to reply to it
;

the Mediator added that the French in discourse with him
had said they thought that as well the Allies on one side as

themselves on the other were obliged to keep in the main
to the Preliminaries.

" The Mediator delivered to the Allies the copies he had
signed and sealed of the Act for the regulation of the cere-

monial."

"Saturday the 8th June. [N.S.] At the Congress at
Ryswick.

—
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'
' Tlie Mediator received from the French and gave to the

Allies the answer which the French made to the paper they
had received from the Imperialists the Tuesday before; of

which the Secretaries, who were called in for that purpose,
took copies."

"Tuesday the llth.—The English Emh&ssy had a con-
ference wiili the Pensioner [Heinsius] at lus own house; Sir
Joseph Williamson assisted, this being the first time he had
acted.

'

' We had news that Ath was taken the 5th.
'

' (XVI. 1 1-15.)

"Wednesday, June the 12th. [N.S.I At the Congress at
Rvswick.

—

" The Mediator informed the Allies that he had been yes-
terday with the French Ambassadors, and had proposed to
them the breaking off this way of treaty by writing, and
proposed that of his own acting viva voce as the most proper
for gaining time ; that the French desired time to consider
of this proposal till this morning ; and that he had received
their answer in this House this morning ; which was, that
they consented to it ; he added that they did it with great
difficulty, and gave him to understand at the same time, that
they thought that both parties were equally obliged not to
exceed the Preliminaries.

1
' As to the Spanish demands the French said that their

proposals was [sic] plainly the Peace of the Pyrenees ; upon
that the Mediator replied that it was not to be wondered at,

for that the Allies had promised the Spaniards the performance
of that Treaty, but the French still insisted that they would
keep to that of Nimegue, as they had said in the Preliminaries.

The French said that the German Postulata went beyond
what they could think of agreeing to ; that there were ex-
pressions in them disrespectful; they instanced in Reservatio

Qallica which, said they, was little better than Fides Punica.
" The Mediator next acquainted the Allies, that he had

proposed to the French the going upon the heads articuhitim,

and that they had told him in particular that they had con-
sented to it. He therefore required the Allies' consent, which
was given ; and the Mediator went back and brought word
that the French gave likewise their formal consent to this

method.
'

' The Mediator took the opportunity of the Allies being
there assembled together to notify to them the death of the
King his Master ; he said he took that way to avoid any dis-

pute that might arise from his notifying it to one party sooner
than to another, and that though the matter was for him
[sic. i.e., foreign] to anything which was contained in the
Regulation, the form of this notification was consonant to

that Act, and that was the reason of his following it. Sir

Joseph Williamson assisted for the first time at the Congress.
'

' We received the same day the passport for our packets
;

and having conu tared of it, and found it not exactly according



516

to what the French had promised to the Mediator, we re-

turned it the next day, 13th, to Mr. Dyckvelt, who gave it

back again to the French Ambassador, who agreed that it

was deficient and promised to write again concerning it into

France." (XVI. 16-18.)

"The 15tb [N.S.] June. At Ryswick.—
'

' The Imperialists and Spaniards gave the first Article of

their Postulata to the Mediator, who handed it to the French
;

they excepted at present against the word Christianissimus

being written in short Xmus in the Imperialists' Article, who
said that this contained only the sense of what they would

say, and was not in form as they intended it should be when
they came to sign. In the meantime they caused it to be

altered, and gave it back again. The Imperialists in some
private conferences they had with the Mediator negotiated

an interview between them and the French to be had at Ryswick

in the Mediator's chambers at other times than those of the

public meeting. The Spaniards endeavoursd the like inter-

view ; the French consented to see the Imperialists as they

proposed in the Mediator's apartment, in the manner as

they did at Nimegue, as often and at what time the Imperialists

pleased, provided that, upon notification from the French

of their arrival, Count Kaunitz and Count Stratmann, the two
first of the Imperial Embassy, would give them the first visit,

as to those who came last ; and on their part they offered in

the same manner to make the first visit to Mons. Zeiler [sic.

i.e., Seilern], the 3rd of the Imperial Embassy, he arriving

since them"; the Imperialists took this ad referendum.

"As to the seeing the Spaniards, the French made a diffi-

culty of their coming into the Mediator's apartment from the

same side as the Imperialists, it being the right hand of the

House and consequently the best apartment, and only

yielded to the Allies upon the account of the Imperialists

being there."

"The 17th [N.S.] June, 5 [o'clock] afternoon. -The Imperial

Embassy had a conference with us at my Lord Pernbrook's

house ; they told us that they did not think it proper to make
any further advance towards this interview without first

advising with us, it being a respect which they owed to His

Majesty. We said that this previous notification to the two
parties seeing each other was destroying the Regulation which

had already been agreed to, and that a notification made
now would be more remarkable as to us, since we could not

have the like from the Allies, having already received their

visits. Mons. Zeiler asked us if we had any reason to object

against the Imperialists seeing the French, provided it was
done without notification or ceremony ; we replied that we could

say nothing to that, since it was a freedom allowed in the

Regulation to the private discretion of each party, and that

we would wait upon their Excellencies to-morrow with a more
positive answer; accordingly they named 5 [o

rclock] afternoon."
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" 18th [N.S.] Juno, 1 [o'clock] afternoon.—We mel al my
Lord Pembrook's. Mr. Prior read ions the Projecl together

with tho Great Article [expressly abrogating the alliance

between Louis XIV. and James 11.] in a separate paper;
some small alterations were made in the wording the Project,

and we went with it to the Pensioner, and le&it in his hand ;

we likewise told him, our resolution was to give the Imperialist 3

for answer what we had represented to them the day before,

that the first Article of the Regulation was to be stuck to,

and for the rest it was left to their liberty."

"June the 19th. [N.S.] At Ryswick.—
" Count Kaunitz acquainted the English Embassy, that

he had told the Mediator in the name of the Imperial Embassy
that they could not admit of any expedient in order to 1 1

!< it-

seeing the French Avhich might contradict the first Article

of the Regulation, to which they had agreed.
" The Imperial Embassy retired into the Mediator's apart-

ment, and received from His Excellency there an Article

which the French had drawn up, and which they would consent

to instead of that first Article which they had received from
the Imperialists, from which this differed. The Imperialists

took it, but. did not read it at the Congress, which was in a

manner taking it, as their phrase expresses it, ad referendum.
'

' The first article of the Spanish Postulata was agreed to

by the French ; it was verbatim the same as the first of the

Treaty of Nimegue.
'

' My Lord Villiers in a private conference with Mons.
Boreel urged all imaginable arguments for their and our not
receding in the least from the Great Article."

"The 21st [N.S.] of June.—This morning Mons. Dyckvelt
had a conference with the English Embassy ; being in the

afternoon to see the French, he had a copy of the Project

of Peace and the Great Article given to him. He the next

day returned the French's answer to the substance of the

Great Article which he had mentioned viva voce to them
;

which was that the King their Master could no way consent

to have a Prince named in that manner with whom he had been
in so long and so strict an alliance ; that, for the rest, they

were ready to consent to the doing the thing in as ample
and formal terms as could be thought of." (XVI. 15-23.)

"June the 25th. [N.S.]—We had a conference with the

Pensioner, Mons. Dyckvelt and Mons. Haren coneerning

what the Dutch Ministers were to say in the business of England
to the French ; it was agreed that they should tell them
that our Project was made and sent to His Majesty for his

approbation, and that as soon as it came back they should

receive it."

"June the 25th. [N.S.J At Ryswick.—
" Mons. Dyckvelt told us at our coming that Mons. Boreel

had been prevented by a fever from seeing the French the

day before, and consequently that what he had charged him
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with concerning our affair was not yet done. The Mediator

told the Imperialists, as from the French, that the objection

the Imperialists had made to the first Article should be no
hindrance to the Treaty, but that those objections were

improper as yet, for that as well the French's explaining

themselves as to their having or not having allies, as likewise

that of who might be contained in the amnesty was to be

specified at the end of the Treaty; that they had no ally now,

but might have before the signing the peace, and that they

might likewise ask an amnesty then for some persons, though
there was no occasion for their asking it now ; the other

alterations in this Article the French consented to. The
Mediator told the Spaniard that the French had said they

had as yet no answer concerning the Spanish reunions.
'

' The Mediator told us in his own apartment that he

thought himself obliged to inform us of what had passed

between the Imperialists and the French, that he would not

omit telling us anything wherein we might possibly be con-

cerned, as, may be, we might think ourselves, in [the] explana-

tion which the Imperialists had asked from the French of the

word confoederatos and of the answer the French had given

them : we said we were not apprehensive of any danger herein,

but we desired him to insert into his protocol that they had
said they had no ally.

'

' The Mediator acquainted all the Allies that the French
had complained of the slowness of the Treaty, this being the

1 5th meeting, and yet things so little advanced : the Mediator

said he was of the same opinion, and desired the Allies to

think of some quicker method of negotiating; they answered
that they expected that these methods should be proposed

by the French, since it was only they that were the reason

of our being in tins way of treaty as we are.

" In the afternoon at my Lord Pembrook's house Mons.
Bosen and Mons. Smetteau[Schmettau]* came to us to desire

our good offices to the Imperialists that they might insert

in their demands the settlement of the Protestant religion

in Germany according to the Treaty of Westphalia ; they

gave us a copy of the memorial which they had given to the

Mediator on that subject." (XVI. 30-32.)

"Saturday the 29th [N.S.] June.—We had a conference

with the Pensioner, Mons. Dyckvelt and Mons. Haren, Mons.
Boreel being sick ; we told them we had received a Project

from His Majesty with his order to give it in without the Secret

Article.f We therefore desired the Dutch to press viva voce,

and to the utmost of their power, the naming King James,
and absolutely to reject the proposition which the French
might make in favour of the rebels."

"The same day. At Ryswick.

—

•The Saxon and Prussian Plenipotentiaries.

t I.e., the substance of the Great Article without express mention of
King James.
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" The Imperialists proposed to us that, sinco the French
had not answered the demands they made in their Postulate,

and looked upon the second method they had proposed of

treating by article as tedious, of which opinion themselves
were likewise, that therefore it should be proposed to the

French to give an entire projecl of what t hoy would agree to.

The Imperialists therefore desired the Congress to depute
some Minister to the Mediator to acquaint him with their

design ; the Spaniards opposed this way of proceeding as

what might deroge from what was already settled, as if it

left a power too unlimited to the French of proposing what
they pleased ; the rest of the Allies consented to the thing,

but proposed that the Mediator might be sent for. Whilst

this was arguing, the Imperialists went from the Congress of

their own accord to propose the thing to the Mediator. The
Allies were surprised at this their proceeding, but desired

Count Caunitz at his return to dictate to the Congress what
he had said to the Mediator ; which he did as folioweth :

—

" ' Qu'il avoit propose au Mediateur de proposer aux
Francois de donner un projet qui contient toute la paix :

tous les articles etendus, et point en termes generaux '
; he

added likewise to the Mediator :

—
' Qu'il avoit communique

cette proposition a tous les Allies qui en etoient tous d'accord,

excepte les Espagnols, qui parleroient pour eux memes
;

que,

comme le Mediateur avoit repondu la-dessus que la France
pouira parler seulement de la Paix de Nimegue, il avoit

repondu, que par la ils se departeroient des Preliminaries

qui renferment les deux Paix, que ce seroit plutot pour
rompre les deux Paix, que pour l'avancer.'

"

" Sunday, June 30th. [N.S.]—At my Lord Pembroke's it

was agreed that these words should be added to the 7th

article (in the middle) :
—

' Except only such places as were
taken by the French from the English during the peace which
preceded this war'." (XVI. 34-36.)

" Sunday the 30th [N.S.] June, and Monday the 1st [N.S.]

July.—Count Kaunitz and Count Straatman went separately

to Delft in two coaches and six horses each, and visited the
three French Ambassadors each at Ins own house. The three

French Ambassadors returned these visits on Monday likewise

separately, and after that paid u, visit to Mons. Seiler[n], the
3rd of the Imperial Embassy, as being arrived here after

the French. The Project of Peace was given in by Mr. Prior

to Mons. Dyckvelt in Latin, the Article of Orange inserted

in it."

" Tuesday the 2nd [N.S.] July.—The Spanish Ambassador
went separately to Delft to visit the French, and Mons.
Seiler[n] returned the visit they had given him the day
before."

"Wednesday the 3rd [N.S. July]. At Ryswick.—The
Mediator acquainted us that as to what he had proposed to the

French on Saturday from the Imperialists, the French had
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answered that they were very willing to give in a Project

as the Imperialists desired, but that being at present in

treaty with the Quatre Puissances, the Emperor and the

Empire, the Kings and the States, they could not give in

such a Project till they were assured all these parties had
agreed about it, but that the Spaniards had not as yet con-

sented to it ; they added that the Treaty of Nimegue would
be the object of the Treaty they designed to form, but
insinuated withal that something more might be obtained

if the Allies showed by their manner of negotiating that they

were sincerely intent upon a peace. In answer to this the

Allies told the Mediator that they would take the thing into

consideration ; then the Mediator went into his own apart-

ment, and the Spaniards, having been with him, returned

and acquainted the Congress that they had told him that

they would consider of the whole business of the Project,

that they would not consent to anything that might deroge

from the Preliminaries in the Project when it should be

made." (XVI. 34-39.)
" Saturday the 6th [N.S. July]. At Ryswick.—Nothing was

done, the French alleging that they could not give in their

Project till the Spaniards were agreed with the rest of the

Allies."
" July the 8th [N.S.].—Mons. Bosen, Ambassador from

Saxe, notified to the several Ministers of the Allies that the

Elector, his Master, was chosen King of Poland ; the

English Embassy visited him severally the next day to con-

gratulate this new honour to the Elector."

"Wednesday the 10th [N.S.] of July. At Ryswick.—The
Mediator told us that, considering the French might have
had an answer from their Court concerning the Project, he
had asked them if they had anything to say to the Allies, and
that they still excused themselves upon the Spaniards not

having given their consent ; that he had desired them,
therefore, to act as if the Spaniards had consented, and that

effectual means should be used to the obtaining it, provided
that their first Postulata should not be prejudiced, and that

the Preliminaries should be assured ; the French said that

they had already made their reflections upon the first, and
that as to the latter it was already agreed on, and they looked

on it as une chose dite et faite ; the conclusion was that the

French promised to give in their Project on Saturday.
" The Mediator acquainted the Congress that Baron Stein,

joined in commission with Mons. Schrottenberg from the

Circle of Franconia, had notified to him his desire of being

received into the Congress, which was accordingly consented

to." (XVI. 41-42.)
" Saturday the 13th [N.S. July]. At Ryswick.—The French

told the Mediator that they intended to give in their Project

with all the speed they could ; they did not think it could

be done by Wednesday, but they would at least endeavour it."
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"Tuesday the 16th [N.S. July].—Mora. Plessen aol ified to the
Ambassadors here that the Princess was brought to bed the
28th past at Copenhagen of a son, who was baptized the
same day by the name of Christian/'

"Wednesday the 17th [N.S. July]. At Ryswick.—The
French promised absolutely to give in theirJArojc. t oil Satur-
day entire, if possible, at Least to the greatest part of the
Allies

; the Dutch gave in their pretensions to the French."
" Thursday the 18th [N.S. July].—Mr. Prior gave in a copy

of the Project of Peace to the Mediator, adding that as to the
private article the Dutch Embassy were in negotiation with
the French, and that as to what related to the French refugies
the English Embassy would act conjointly with the Ministers
of the other Protestant Princes, which was the reason that
nothing relating to these two articles was found in the
Project ; as for the rest it was entire, and in the language
that it was given in to the French. The Mediator said he
was very much obliged to their Excellencies for this com-
munication, which he should make the best use he could on
for His Majesty's interest and their service, that he was
satisfied with the reason of its not going through his hand,
but that he had already by express order from his Master
insisted upon His Majesty's title and interest in all conferences
he had had with the French, and that he should always
continue to do so, which he enjoined Mr. Prior very expresslv
to signify to their Excellencies." (XVI. 47-48.)

*

"Friday the 19th [N.S. July].—According to the substance
of a letter which Mr. Prior received from Mr. Blathwayt, dated
the 17th, the Lords Ambassadors had a conference with the
Pensioner at his own house at four, afternoon, after winch they
likewise conferred with the Imperial Embassy at six ; the
substance of this conference was that according to the desire
of the Imperial Embassy the Lords Ambassadors had written
to His Majesty to know the substance of what had passed
between the Earl of Portland and the Marshal de Boufflers
in Flanders, and that His Majesty returned for answer, that
he ordered the Earl of Portland in His Majesty's name to
declare that, since France had taken pains to make the world
think that His Majesty was not really designed to make the
peace, he should think himself obliged to justify himself in
that point to all the world, and that he desired nothing more
than a peace, provided it might be just, honourable and such
a one as might last, and that he took this occasion to know
the reality of the King of France's designs on the same subject

;

that the rest of the discourse was occasional, and several things
were mentioned in it that related particularly to His Majesty

;

in answer to what my Lord Portland had said the Marshal
de Boufflers in a second conference said that he had order
from the King his Master to declare that that Prince was glad
to find that His Majesty was so well inclined towards the peace,
that he was very sincere in his intentions, and had given
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such orders to his Ambassadors at Delft on this subject as would

evidence what he (the Marshal de Boufflers) then said."

" Saturday the 20th [N.S. July]. At Ryswick.—The French

gave in their project to the Mediator, and said that if an

explanation of any article might be required or the sense of

it to be treated on, they were ready to contribute to it ;
and

that, if any objection might be raised to any particular phrase

or expression in it, they were willing to alter it ; they added

that it 'might be declared that they came with a design of

making the peace, and that they hoped the Allies on their

side would contribute all they could to the same end."

"Wednesday the 24th [N.S. July]. At Ryswick.—The Media-

tor said to the English Embassy that, though they were not

immediately concerned in the Project, he thought himself

obliged to communicate to them what was done ;
he added

that he desired their opinion upon it ; he said that the French

had pressed him the last conference-day to fix the last of

August as the utmost time that their Master should think

himself obliged to stand to as to the performance of the

articles of the Project, that he (the Mediator) was afraid he

should scarce have credit enough with them to make them

any longer defer the sitting this time, though the Imperialists

very earnestly desired it. The English Embassy said that

they thought it was not time now for France to pretend to

act thus with the Allies, and desired him to continue to use

his interest that they should still defer this peremptory way
of proceeding.

"N.B.—The French had fixed the time in the beginning

of the Project, which they first gave to the Mediator, which

they altered upon his desiring it.

" The Imperialists having acquainted the Mediator with

the method in which they resolved to answer the French,

which was to receive or to make their exception against

every article as it lay, the Mediator likewise informed the

English Embassy that he had communicated this resolution

of the Imperialists to the French." (XVI. 50-53.)

" Saturday the 27th [N.S. July]. At Ryswick.—The Media-

tor told the Allies that he had imparted to the French the

method that the Imperialists were resolved to take in the

answer they intended to make to the French Project, and

that thereupon the French desired them to make all possible

haste, and reiterated their intent of making a sure and a

speedy peace. The Mediator gave the Allies Baron Schon-

bourn's [sic. i.e., Schonborn's] powers; Count Kaunitz received

them in the name of the Congress, and gave them to Mons.

Norff, who read them."
" Monday the 29th [N.S.] July.—The French having desired

Mons. Dyckvelt to get an explanation of the 4th and 6th

articles of our Project, Mr. Prior drew it up upon what the

Embassy thought proper the day before at a conference at

my Lord Pembrook's, and gave it to my Lord Pembrook,
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and his Excellency gave it t

followcth :

—

' 4 Art,'

'II est convenu qu'une satis-

faction et reparation entiere

sera faite de part et d'autre
pour les dommages et injures

que les sujets des susnomines
Seigrs. Rois se sont donnes ou
causes les uns aux autres
avant la declaration de la pre-

sente guerre. (Cf. pp. 545 et

seq., infra.)

.Mods. Dyckvelt ; il was as

Eclaircissement.'
' L683. Le I tme d' "lousl les

Francois habitants de Canada
envahirenl !<^* territoire de la
( 'ompagnie de la Baye de Hud-
son dans I'Amerique Septentri-

onale au Porl de Nelson par
ordre de Mons. de la I Jarre,

Gouverneur de Canada, brule-

rent leurs maisons, se saisirenl

de leurs biens et emmenerenl
avec eux prisonniers !«• Gou-
verneur de la Compagnie el

autres.

1684. Les Francois firent

encore un tentative sur le

Port de Nelson avec deux
navires sous le commande-
menl de .Mods. d'Olmond, et

firent des dommages con-
siderables.

' 1685. Les Francois a leur

retour vers Canada se saisirent

d'un navire appartenant a la

dite Compagnie, lequel Lis

mene [sic] avec eux en
Canada.

' 1686. Les Francois sous
le commandement de Mons.
de Troyes prirent et demo-
lirent trois de leurs factoreries,

a seavoir, les forts d'Albanie,
de Ruperl . el celuy dans la

Rivieiv de Moose
;

prirent
trois navires appartenants a la

Compagnie, comme aussi quel-

ques millies [sic] de pelteries,
' 1687. Mods. d'Iberville

prit dans I'Isle de Stretton
(Inns la Baye de Hudson la

chalouppe nomine* la Hayes
avec toute sa cargaison.

' 1688. Les Francois se

saisirenl de trois navires, le

Churchill, le Young et le

Husband, et Brent prison-

niers divers Anglois de la dite

Compagnie.
' Les sujets du Roy rAiiLr l<'-

terre fuient aussi incommodes
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dans leur commerce par les

Francois dans la Riviere de

Gambia et autres adjacentes

dans l'Afrique dans les annees

1687 et 1688.
' 1689. Les Francois de

Canada surprirent la ville de
Schenecstedy a 5 lieues

d'Albanie, en firent prison-

niers les habitants, brulerent

la ville apres l'avoir saccagee.

' Sous le nom de Francois

sont compris les Protestants

Refugies dans le Royaume
de Sa Majeste Britannique

;

sous le nom des autres sujets

de Sa Majeste nous com-
prenons tous ceux d'entre eux
qui avoient des biens en

France.
' Sous le nom d 'emprisonnes

ou retenus, nous comprenons
les Francois sujets de Sa
Majeste qui ont ete pi is par

mer ou par terre, et nomme-
ment quelques uns qui, gag-

nant leurs vies par la peche

sur les cotes d'Angleterre y
ont ete enleves, et sont

detenus presentement ou aux
Galeres, ou emprisonnes ail-

leurs.'" (XVI. 53-57.)

"Tuesday the 30th [N.S. July].—The Imperial Embassy
desired a conference with the English, which they had this after-

noon at my Lord Pembroke['s] ; the subject of it was to desire

an account of what passed at the conference which the Earl

of Portland had last Friday with the Marshal de Boufflcrs
;

ray Lords Ambassadors told them that it was concerning His

Majesty's particular affairs, as to which France was in a fair

way of giving him satisfaction ; that His Majesty therefore

desired the Allies to dispatch as much as possible their reso-

lution towards concluding the negotiation one way or other."

"Wednesday, the 31st [N.S. July]. At Ryswick. The

Mediator told the Allies that he had entertained the French

upon the Project, and the remarks that the Allies designed to

make upon it ; that the French desired that they would make

haste in giving these remarks in, which they were ready to

receive, and they said they did not [wish] to prescribe them any

time for it, but that they wished it might be done by

the Saturday. Mons. Smeteau [Schmettau], Ambassador from

' 6 Art.'
' Tous les Francois habi-

tants et demeurants dans les

Royaumes ou Domaines de

Sa Majeste le Roy de la

Grande Bretagne, et tous

autres sujets de Sa elite Majeste

qui ont des terres, ou autres

biens en fond dans les

Royaumes et Domaines de

Sa Majeste Tres Chretienne,

auront et percevront sans

aucun trouble ou empechement
les fruits et revenues des dites

terres et autres biens ; et tous

ceux d'entre eux qui sont ou

qui ont ete emprisonnes ou

retenus de quelque maniere

que ce soit, pendant cette

guerre, auront liberte entiere

de revenir dans les Royaumes
de Sa Majeste Britannique.'

'



Brandenbourg, represented thai the French having no plein-

pottvoirs to treat with their Master, they could not go on in

the negotiation; they therefore entreatea the Allies to repeat

their good offices to the Mediator to the <-nd that he might
persuade the French to procure the /ileinpoiwoirs desired."

"Thursday the 1st [N.S.] of August.—TheJfeglish Embassy
were at the Pensioner's with thai Minister the Dutch Ambas-
sadors Dyckvelt and Haren, to consult of what means would
be properest to advance the negotiation : it was agreed that
it should be represented to the Imperial Rmbassy how absolute

a necessity there was of dispatching this business, and to

desire them to get their remarks ready for Saturday, as

likewise to omit inserting anything in them that there was
not a probability of obtaining. My Lord Pembroke and Mons.
Dyckvelt were desired to visit the Imperialists on this subject,

which accordingly they did the next day."
" Friday the 2nd [N.S. August].—The Imperialists assured

them that they would do their endeavour that their remarks
should accordingly be ready."

"Saturday the 3rd [N.S. August]. At Ryswick.—The
Imperialists told the Mediator that the .Ministers of the other
Princes of the Empire had given in their remarks upon the
French Project only the day before, which was the reason that
they could not be ready with theirs, but that they would
prepare it with all possible speed.

" The same day the Farl of Albemarle and my Lord
Villiers went to Breda to meet the King there at night ; the
latter being sent for by His Majesty to give him an account
of the state of the negotiation here."

"Sunday the 4th [N.S. August].—The Earl of Portland came
hither from Breda ; the design of his journey was to tell the
Allies, and more particularly the Imperialists and Spaniards,
what had been the result of those conferences which His
Lordship had lately in Flanders with the Marshal de Boufflers ;

he likewise told them that His Majesty was of opinion that
it was for the interest of the Low Countries that an equivalent

should be taken for Luxembourg." (XVI. 57-60.)
'' Monday the 5th [N.S. August].—My Lord Villiers returned

to The Hague."
"Wednesday the 7th [N.S. August]. At Ryswick.—The

Mediator told us that the day before he had communicated to

the French the Imperialists' remarks upon that Project, and
had been with them that morning to receive their answer to

it, that they had said that it was too long for them to make
their reflexions upon so soon, but thai they would do it by
the next Congress day. though in looking over it they said

they had found many particulars to objed against, which
they would digest and give in on Saturday.

"The Mediator offered a pleinpouvoir from the Bishop of

Hildesheini, but he not being in the Grand Alliance, this

Minister was not admitted. The Allies spoke again to the
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Mediator to use his interest with the French Embassy to

procure a particular pleinpouvoir , whereby they might treat

with the Elector of Brandenbourg."

'•'Thursday the 8th [N.S. August].
—

" The Imperial Ministers

had an audience of us at the Earl of Pembrook's this morning

to acquaint us with what the Earl of Portland had by His

Majesty's command told them of what passed with Boufflers :

—

' That the King was of a mind to accept of an equivalent

for Luxembourg ; that he would appuyer it towards the

King of Spain.
' That this change of mind had astonished them, they

could not but represent with desire to have it transmitted

by us to the King, etc
;

' That the four Electors of the Rhine were undone if

Luxembourg rested in the French hands ; that the Elector

of Brandenbourg desired them everywhere to name his

Master, as one that would be concerned in it
;

• That their votes could never be free in the Diets, in the

election of an Emperor ;

' That the right of protection of the archicpiscopal church

of Treves belongs to the Duchy of Luxembourg, and when
it comes to be vacant, as this is an old man, the Church

will be in awe of who ever has Luxembourg
;

' That Luxembourg is of the patrimony of the House of

Austria (the Emperor bears the title) ; is of the body of the

Empire (four or five Emperors were of that House) ; that

it lias a treaty of indiginity [sic] with the King of Bohemia,

which shows it is of the Empire.
* That this Duchy, as also that of Brabant, together with

the Marquisate of Saint Empire and several of the Spanish

provinces, are in the feudality of the Empire, as the Pays

d'Alost in Flanders, and La Flandrie Imperiale, are of the

feudality of the Empire.
' That therefore the King of Spain is not solely the lord

of it whose will and consent is to govern this matter ; that

it cannot be alienated without the consent of the Emperor
and Empire, and the Emperor is resolved never to make a

peace without its restitution.

' To all this, that the King had said to Count Caunitz,

that if the Emperor stood as stiffly upon Strasbourg as he

would do on Luxembourg, he doubted not but they should

have both.
' That the Pensioner had heretofore said that, if France

would restore all taken in the Spanish Netherlands, together

with the County d'Artois, nay, and part of Picardy, it

could not be an equivalent for Luxembourg." (XVI.

60-63.)
" Saturday the 10th [N.S.] August.—Mons. Bosen and

Baron Steinberg were with the English Embassy in the name
of the Electors and Princes of the Empire upon the same

subject as the Imperialists were on Thursday ;
they gave
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my Lord Pembroke the copy of a paper which they had given

to the Spanish Embassy, and which they desired might be

transmitted to the King when the English Embassy wrote

to His Majesty."
"Saturday the 10th [N.S. August]. At Ryswick. - Tin-

Mediator told the Allies thai the French sai4-ihey were ready

to enter into the way of treating by conference, or into any
other which should be judged mosl accessary to bring the busi-

ness of the peace to a conclusion, and they desired thai tin

Allies will contribute to the like dispatch.

"The Pensioner's plenipotentiary s powers were read and
he, though not present, was esteemed to be for the future

a Minister of the Congress."

"Monday the 12th [N.S. August].—Mr. Prior gave the

Imperial Embassy a copy of the English Projed of Peace,

giving them at the same time to understand their reason why
the Separate Article was not. therein inserted. Count Kaunitz
returned the compliment of the Imperial Embassy, and said

they were mightily obliged to their Excellencies the English

Ambassadors for this communication."
"Tuesday the 13th [N.S. August].—My Lord Villiers gave

Mr. Prior the remarks which the French had mule upon our
treaty as they were written in the Pensioner's own hand ; these

remarks are copied and joined to the Project ; and the original

was sent back to the Pensioner."
l> Wednesday the 14th [N.S. August]. At Ryswick.—The

Pensioner assisted for the first time at Ryswick ; the Mediator

told the Allies that the Imperialists and the French had agreed

to enter into conference, in order to their hastening the

negotiation, and that they had chosen Friday for their first

meeting in that way. Mons. Vehlen['s] pleinpouvoirs were
read, and he accordingly owned as Ambassador from the

Elector Palatin." (XVI. 63 67.)

"Thursday, August 15th [N.S.].—Being with the States'

Ambassadors to give in our answer to the French Ambassadors'

remarks on our Project as to the point of a treaty of com-
merce, and that it had been desired or proposed by the

French and not by us; after much speech had with the

Ambassadors as to that circumstances and of the reasons

we had, that it should appear thai it was of their proposing

to have a treaty of commerce and not of ours, the Pensioner

said we ought to put in our protocol, thai lorsqu'eux [sic]

les Ambassadeurs des Etats avoienl donne nostra Project a

ceux de France, ceux-cy, ayanl leu le project, avoienl

demande, si Ton ne voudroil pas faire un traite de commerce :

les Ambassadeurs de Hollande repondoienl qu'ils ne croyenl

pas que nous fussions present emenl prest, mais qu'il seroil

mieux de le renvoyer a des commissaires, a quoy les

Ambassadeurs de France ont consent i."

"Saturday the 17th [N.S. August].—The Mediator told the

Allies he had nothing to lay before them but what had passed
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the day before between the Imperialists and the French, and
between the Spaniards and the French that morning, which,

he supposed, the parties had given them an account of ; we
were informed that the Imperialists had gone through their

whole Project without agreeing any article except that of

Phillipsburg ; the Spaniards agreed the affair of their con-

tributions, and seem to come nearer to an accommodation
;

they did not see the French because of the dispute about
place ; the Mediator and the Dutch Embassy went between
the two parties."

" Tuesday the 20th [N.S.] of August.—Mr. Prior received

from Mr. Blathwayt His Majesty's pleasure concerning the

remarks the [French] had made upon the Project, which was in

general an approbation of an answer their Excellencies had
given ; and their Excellencies from these orders com-
manded Mr. Prior to draw up a memorial in favour of

the French Protestants to be given to the Pensioner, as

likewise the draft of an article.

" The Earl of Pembroke marked that the Pensioner said

—

' On dressera un article pour ouvrir le cours de la justice aux
particuliers reciproquement, de laquelle (justice) la guerre

a interrompu le cours.' " (XVI. 70-73.)

" Wednesday the 21st [N.S.] of August.—Mr. Prior delivered

to the Lord Pembroke the memorial about the French
Protestants, the article just now mentioned, a deduction of

His Majesty's rights to Hudson's Bay, a memorial of Duke
Schonburg's losses and pretensions, and another of the

Duchess of Hamilton's titles to the Duchy of Chastel Herault,

which papers the Pensioner gave in to the French.".
" Wednesday the 21st [N.S.] of August. At Ryswick.

—

The Mediator gave in a pleinpouvoir for Mons. Chantereyne,

Plenipotentiary from Lorraine, who was accordingly admitted
in the Congress ; he told the Allies that for the greater

dispatch of business the French desired that they might
meet every day ; it was agreed that we should meet the next
day, and that we might then determine if we should continue

to do so ; we likewise resolved that the ordinary meetings

should be continued, and that on Saturdays we should

meet at three o'clock, afternoon, the days growing short.

The Dutch Embassy retired into the great room with the

English ; they told us the objection which the French had
made to our late answer, and delivered to us a paper containing

the rights which the French pretend to have upon Hudson's
Bay."

"Thursday the 22nd [N.S. August].—The Elector of Mayence
gave us a pleinpouvoir for two deputies from Mayence. The
Congress had news that Mr. Boreel died the night before."

"Saturday the 31st [N.S.] of August. At Ryswick.—The
Mediator came into the chamber of the Allies, and made an
harangue to this purpose : that he asked this audience to

let them know that affairs were so ill that he did not see how
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they could bo concluded with oredil : thai the li«iirbt an[d]

opinidtrete of the French was I'm- occasion of 11 ; but that

others were not wholly blameless ; thai he foresaw thai the

French would offer new conditions nexl day; thai therefore

he desired their Excellencies to consider if £here was anything
to be done at present, provided il were nol separately ; that

as to his own part he had executed the orders of the King
his Master, though may be not so well as another might have
done, yet at least with as much zeal and fidelity ; he therefore

desired them to take care that the mediation might suffer no
affront ; upon which he hoped they would [make] a seasonable

reflexion, nor he had no reason as yet to complain of anybody,
but on the contrary was satisfied with each in particular.

" Hereupon the Imperial Embassy with those of the

Empire and the rest of the Allies conferred together. Don
Quiros said that the King his Master had entered into the

war for the good of the Allies in general, and had more par-

ticular engagements with the Emperor ; that he would always
give satisfaction to these obligations, but that the war have
informed [sic] upon the Monarchy of Spain, so as to reduce

them to receive the peace of Nimegue instead of that of the

Pyrenees ; and France threatening them with the sieges

of Oudenarde and Terragone, the Spaniard neither having
forts nor force to hinder the kingdom from being put under
contribution, he thought there was a necessity of closing with
things as they were possible to be had, and that his signing

the Treaty would not hinder the King his Master from con-

tinuing in his alliances. The Pensioner of Holland pursued :

' it was true,' he said, ' that the affairs of England and Spain
and Holland were brought so near a conclusion that he hoped
to have perfected them as this morning, if those of the

Emperor and Empire had been more advanced, and that for

them he thought they might have had a reasonable time
allowed to have come in ; that he had reasoned with the

French to this end, but could get no other answer than that

their orders were contrary to it, and that the next day they
would let the Allies know the further orders from France

;

that he, the Pensioner, had thereupon answered that they
could not sign without procuring time for their Allies, and
that in a negotiation so considerable they must have time
enough to send not only one but many expresses : that he
could get no other answer from the French than the

former; that the Dutch Embassy had therefore left them
with a resolution not to sign their treaty, which therefore

they desired the Medial or should know.' This Count
Caunitz took upon him to do, desiring the Mediator to con-

tinue his good offices ; that all the Allies in general had a

mind to a peace, and that the Imperialists desired the con-

clusion of it, provided it might be sure and reasonable.

"The Mediator began with the points in dispute between

France and the Empire, viz. Strasbourg, Alsace and Lorraine.

b—m
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Count Caunitz answered that the declaration he had made
[was] concerning the Allies in general, that after these points

they had nothing new to offer ; but that, if the French would
have been reasonable, they would have hearkened to what
was offered the day before. The Mediator hereupon went
to the French, returned, and told the Allies that those

Ambassadors referred still to their orders, and that it was the

King their Master that would answer to the consequences

of them ; that before the time was expired, they would sign

with any of the Allies that should be ready ; that the

Mediator had said to them that there was no thought of

bringing about anything of this kind, and that, since the

French would not be treatable, he must take his leave of them,

which he therefore did, protesting before God and man that

it was in no way his fault that the negotiation was broke off.

As he was going out of the room, Mons. Harley [sic. i.e., Harlay],

taking him by the hand and retaining him, said :

—
' Aussy,

Monsieur, nous ne nous couperons pas la gorge l'un a l'autre

demain, si Messrs les Allies se trouveront encore icy '
; desir-

ing the Mediator to oblige the Allies to another meeting, which
he promised to use his endeavours to bring about, and
effected, so that it was resolved on for the next day, three,

afternoon."

Sunday the 1st [N.S.] Sept.— " The Mediator, having

been some time with the French, brought from them the new
proposal ; he excused his bringing it, and said that an
equivalent for Strasbourg was contained in it. The Imperial-

ists made some difficulty in the receiving it, and said that

the reason why they consented to have it read was in deference

to the Mediator, for that they would refuse nothing from his

hand, for they agreed to have it read and returned back again

to the French ; which was accordingly done. The Mediator
desired that the Congress might continue to meet on the

ordinary days." (XVI. 82-86.)

"Wednesday the 4th [N.S. Sept.]. At Ryswick.—The
Mediator brought three pleinjiouvoirs, one for Hetterman from
the Elector Palatin, one for Plettersdorff from Prince Lewis of

Baden and the third for the Baron Snolski from the King of

Sweden as Prince of the Empire : this latter did not intend

to assist at the Congress, but only at the deputation from the

Empire when it met at The Hague. The Mediator desired

we should continue our meeting ordinarily in case anything
might happen."

" Saturday the 7th [N.S. Sept.]. The Congress at Ryswick.

—

" Baron Saffig['s] pleinpouvoir was read, and he acknow-
ledged Ambassador and Plenipotentiary from the Elector of

Treves.
" The Mediator told the Allies that, the time running on

very fast towards the 20th, the French had desired that

matters of less consequence might be adjusted in order to

give them more time for settling the greater points in case
they should come to any conclusion."
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"Tuesday the 10th [N.S. Sept.]-—My Lord Villiers \\«nt

from hence to Soesdyck to represent the state of our affairs

to His Majesty. His Excellence had with him a short

memorial concerning the points not yet adjusted, papers

relating to Hudson's Bay, and those concerning our Russia

trade."

"Wednesday the 11th [N.S Sept,]. At Ryswick.-—

"My Lord Pembroke was alone al the Congress, Lord
Villiers being absent and Sir Joseph Williamson indisposed.

His Lordship told Mr. Prior that nothing was done there,

though they stayed till two o'clock."

"Friday the 13th [N.S. Sept.].—My Lord Villiers. returning

from Soesdyck. brought His Majesty's opinion relating to the

four points contained in the letter their Excellencies wrote

to His Majesty, August the 30th.*

His Majesty agrees to it.

" His Majesty is satisfied

that it should be so.

" The King consents to

promise that she shall have
whatever she has a legal claim

to, but the treaty not to break
off on this point.

"To be referred to the
same Commissioners that are

to decide the title of Hudson's
Bay.

" The King consents to it.

"This is left to the judg-

ment of the Ambassadors.

" 1st. If the Irish prisoners

taken on board French ships

(of which the list was sent)

may be exchanged for French
taken on board English ships.

" 2nd. If the right and
title to the forts in Hudson's
Bay is to be referred to Com-
missioners, the present pos-

session being yielded to the

French.
" 3rd. How far His Majesty

will engage his word without

entering into an article as to

a settlement to be made for

the late King James' Queen.
" 4th. What answer to be

made as to the 150,000 livres

in the ease of the Command-
ant which the French require

to be made good to them.
" My Lord Villiers asked

His Majesty's opinion in rela-

t ion to the following points :

—

" If points of less conse-

quence should be adjusted

liefore the greater.

"In the preamble mention is

usually made of the phin-

pouvoirs on each side mutually
exchanged : what sort of plci)i-

pouvoirs from the French may
be judged necessary ?

Cf. p. 15.">, supra, and pp. 547-8, infra.
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" We arc to act conformably " How we are to act in the

to the rest of the Allies, since guarantee of the Duke of

the Empire will have finished Savoy's Treaty."

their Treaty before this point

will be handled.
" Thursday the 12th [N.S. Sept.].—His Majesty saw the Czar

at Utrecht in a public house, where he lay incognito, having first

given audience to the Muscovitish Embassy." (XVI. 86-89)
5

"Saturday the 14th [N.S.] Sept. At Ryswick.—
" The Mediator desired the Allies to come again the next

day, for that something might happen, though at present he

had nothing to trouble them with."

"Sunday the 15th [N.S. Sept.]. At Ryswick.—
" The Mediator addressed himself to the Allies to ask their

pardon that he had desired them to meet, having nothing to

lay before them ; he said he had been three hours in con-

ference with the French, but could no way make them recede

from their proposal of the first of this month ; however, he

desired the Allies to meet again the next day. The Impe-
rialists desired him to let them know if anything might be

done the next day, otherwise they desired to be excused from

coming ; they added that they would be sure to come as

usual on the ordinary days, and the next day too, if they

were advertised that anything might be done."

"Monday the 16th ["N.S. Sept.]. At Ryswick.—
" The Spanish, Dutch and English only were there. The

Spaniards made an end of their affair so as to be ready to

sign with the rest of the Allies. We likewise adjusted the

points remaining in dispute, which were chiefly that of

Hudson's Bay, and that of the settlement upon Queen Mary.
Mr. Prior was ordered to draw up an article to prefer the

title of Hudson's Bay to the Commissioners. The point of

the settlement was concluded, that the Mediator should pro-

nounce the following dictature to the French, and give them
a copy of it, having first inserted it into his own protocol.

" The Pensioner sent it the next day to Loo for His

Majesty's approbation, my Lord Villiers having writ to my
Lord Portland upon the same subject."

" 16th [N.S.] Sept., 1697. " Memorandum :—
" It was urged by the " Messieurs les Ambassa-

Ambassadors that the pension deurs du Roy d'Angleterre

to Queen Mary should be ont declare que le Roy leur

withdrawn, if it were found Maistre a promis, que la pen-

that any cabal or secret sion annuelle d'environ cin-

intrigue were carried on by quantc mille livres sterling,

her or the late King James, ou de telle somme quelle se

The French Ambassadors trouvera etablie par Acte du
would not consent that this Parlement et scellee du grand

condition should be men- seau d'Angleterre, en faveur

tioned in the dictature, but de la Reine Marie d'Este,

they said que cela etoit toujours sera payee a Pavenir confor-
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ions le pouvoir entre nos oonsentent, <(u< Mons. lAm-
mains." bassadeur Mediateur le I'asse

inserer dans son protocol, et

en donne copi/a autentique a
Messieurs les Ainbassadeurs
de France, en presence des
quels, ainsi que. de. Messieurs

les Ambassadeurs dea K
Generaux la dite declaration

a ete faite."

" The Dutch are to meet to-morrow to adjust their own
concerns and to regulate the proceeding of the whole affair

in general."
" Tuesday, the 17th [N.S.] Sept., 1697.—Their Excellencies

had a conference at the Earl of Pembroke's house. Mr.
Prior read to them an article which he had drawn up for

Commissioners to adjust the business of Hudson's Bay

;

they ordered him to get it transcribed, in order to their giving

it to the Pensioner to adjust with the French ; they looked
over the Treaty as to the placing the articles, and com-
manded Mr. Prior to draw up a letter to His .Majesty, which
was accordingly sent away by an express that night."*

(XVI. 89-92.)
" Sept. the 20th [N.S.].—The English, Spanish and Dutch

Embassy went about 12 at noon to Ryswick, where the French
and the Mediator were already.

" My Lord Villiers gave Mr. Prior the brouillon of an Act
by which the King of England promises the ratification of

the Peace in its due time, as likewise of those to be made with
the King of Spain and the States General as far as His

Majesty's good offices may prevail. This Act was written

fair and returned to their Excellencies.

"Lord Villiers gave Mr. Prior two articles in French, one
for comprehending the Duke of Savoy in the Treaty, the

other in favour of the Elector of JBrandenbourg, that a treaty

made between the King of France and the old Elector, the
29th of June, 1679, should be included in our Treaty. These
two articles were translated into Latin as they stand in the

Treaty, No. 14 and 15.

" The next thing was concerting the Separate Articlef, which
was likewise translated from the copy in French received

from the French Ambassadors into Latin as it stands.

"About 6, afternoon, the French sent us their articles as

they had minuted them in their own language, each article

in a loose sheet ; the Earl of Pembroke compared them with

the Latin, Mr. Prior reading the French; in the Article of

Orange there appeared some difference, upon winch their

* Cf. p. 163, supra.

t Providing for the validity of the Treaty without the Emperor's assent,
unless he should make peace with Franco within a specified time
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Excellencies had recourse to the Pensioner, who went in

again thereupon to the French, and about an hour and half

after informed the English Embassy that he had adjusted

that affair ; in the article Et quoniam was only changed to

FA in quantum, and the three last lines relating to tne ministers

of Orange were omitted : the articles being thus adjusted

were writing [sic] over. The preface or preamble was the

next thing in agitation. We had understood from the

Pensioner that the French would acquiesce in our having the

same preamble which the Spaniards had, mutatis mutandis.

Mr. Prior therefore translated tins preamble into Latin, but

the French excepted against it. The reason they gave for

their so doing was that it did not come close enough to the

occasion ; at the same time they sent us something which

they called the model of a preamble ; it was extremely dry

and imperfect ; we objected against it and returned it back

to them, alleging that it did not mention the Mediator with

sufficient respect, nor once named the late King of Sweden,

under whom the negotiation began. About ten at night the

French sent us another model, which their Excellencies

accepted and Mr. Prior translated as it stands before the

Treaty. About eleven the Dutch sign-d their Treaty of

Peace and Commerce ; the Spaniards signed theirs about an

hour after ; and about twelve the English went in order to

the signing theirs. The place thought fit by the Mediator

instead of the great room was a little chamber in the inner

part of his own apartment ; the three French Ambassadors

sat on one side of an oval table, as the three English did on

the other; the Mediator sat at the end of the table; the Dutch

were present ; the Pensioner and Mons. Dyckvelt sat on

the English side, and Mons. Haren on the French side between

them and the Mediator. The Earl of Pembroke delivered

the Treaty in Latin to Mons. Harlay, who delivered it to my
Lord in French. Mons. Harlay read the Latin aloud, my Lord

Pembroke collationing it [the French] with the Latin ; the same

was done with the Secret Article, and they proceeded to the

signing, we our part as it was in Latin, and they their part

as it was in French, till, the copies being taken fair, both parties

might sign the same instrument ; this was done about three

in the morning.

" As soon as the Treaty was signed, Mons. de Harlay

made a compliment of the joy the French Embassy had

to acknowledge His Majesty's title in the manner they had

done, and added, addressing himself to the English Embassy,

that there was all the hope imaginable that the friendship

between the Ambassadors themselves would be lasting,

since it began on so happy an occasion as that of their

signing a peace together. Lord Pembroke answered the

compliment, and the Mediator, after having wished both

parties joy, read the Dictature by which His Majesty

promises that the Queen in France shall have whatever she
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can have any legal pretension <<> by Act of Parliament, or

under the Greal Seal, the whole of which might amount, it

was thought, to 50,000Z. sterling per annum. 'The French
desired thai <lic Dictature mighl be inserted into the

Mediator's protocol, and that they might likewise have a copy
of it. Then Mons. de Callieres penned, reltd and delivered to

the Mediator a declaration that in case that part of the Treaty

of Breda which the French took with them should be found
to be in Latin, and not in French as they allege it was, they

would withdraw this, which they had signed in French, and
change it for one in Latin before the ratification.

"They parted, the English retaining the part of the

Treaty which the French had signed minuted in their language,

and the French retaining the part of the Treaty which the

English had signed minuted in Latin ; the like reciprocation

was observed as to the Separate Article." (XVI. 94-99.)
" Mr. Prior embarked, the 20th, on a vessel he had hired

on purpose for his transport into England ; he landed the 23rd,

afternoon, at Lastof, in Suffolk, and arrived, the 24th,

afternoon, at Wliitehall ; he delivered the letter to Mr.
Vernon, and left the copy of the Treaty in his hands ; he
paid his duty the same day to all the Justices then in town,

each at his several house, viz., my Lord Archbishop of

Canterbury, Lord Chancellor, Lord Orford and Lord Rumney,
and the next morning to my Lord Sunderland, who came
to town but the night before."

" Thursday the 26th [N.S. Sept.].—The Lords Justices met,

they ordered a letter to be written to the Lords Ambassadors at

The Hague and to be delivered to Mr. Prior, to whom they

gave a present of two hundred guineas, and commanded
the Centurion to bring him back to Holland. Accordingly

Mr. Prior embarked the same night and arrived in Holland
on Saturday the 28th."

"Saturday the 21st [N.S. Sept.]. At Ryswick.—
" The English, Spaniards and Dutch were there with the

French and the Mediator in order to the signing the Treaty
in form , of which they had signed the minutes the night before.

Whilst the French were busy in writing their part of the

Treaty fair, Mr. Swinford by my Lord Pembroke's order drew
up a memoire by which the French promised to give their part

of the Treaty in Latin at the ratification, provided it was

so practised at Breda, and promised likewise to release the
French Protestants taken upon English ships, and the four

ministers of Orange ; this memoire was entered into the

protocol of the Mediator, and an authentic copy of it, signed

by the Mediator, was given to their Excellencies. Mr.

Swinford likewise drew up another memoire on our part, that

we should release the Irish taken on board French ships,

which the Mediator entered into his protocol, and gave the

French an authentic copy of it. (N.B.—The Mediator gave
these copies the Wednesday following, i.e., the 25th.) The
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Secretaries of both parties having collationed the Treaties

in the presence of the Secretary of the Mediation, the

Spaniards, the Dutch and the English signed separately, one

after another in the same apartment in which they had signed

the minutes the night before, the English about one o'clock

in the morning, the Dutch being present. The Mediator

signed first, and then gave the Latin Treaty to the English

Ambassadors, who signed it in the second column, and gave

it to the French, who signed it in the third ; this order was

observed vice versa with the French copy on our side ;
the

Secretaries of both parties put the seals to the Treaties. The
French Ambassadors in the meantime looked over the

English pleinpouvoirs.
" The Mediator read the Dictature concerning Mary d'Este

in France, and gave a copy of it to Mons. de Callierefs], after

which they parted.
" N.B.—The English and French signed the Separate

Article likewise, but only alternatively, as they had done

the night before, each party taking one part of the instru-

ment. That, therefore, which the French signed and delivered

to us was in the French language, and that which we signed

and delivered to them was in the Latin, but this Article was

not signed on either side by the Mediator.

"Whilst the Treaties were this afternoon preparing on

either part in order to their being signed, endeavours were

made to bring the Imperialists to consent to a cessation of

arms on the Rhine, which the French offered sub spe rati,

and declared that they did not doubt but that their Master

would consent to it. Don Quiros therefore wrote a billet

to Count Kaunitz at The Hague upon this subject ; Count

Kaunitz insisted in his answer upon having the declaration

positive, and though this answer did not positively reject the

proposal, it was not full enough to have anything concluded

upon it then.
" My Lord Villiers immediately on his return to The Hague

went express to Loo and carried the Treaty to His Majesty."

(XVI. 102-106.)
" Sunday the 22nd [N.S. Sept.].—The Ambassadors and

Plenipotentiaries of the Empeior and Empire agreed to a

cessation of arms with France ; accordingly a courier was

dispatched to Prince Lewis of Baden."
" Tuesday the 24th [N.S. Sept.].—My Lord Villiers returned

from Loo ; a duplicate of the Treaty having been dispatched

for England with warrants for affixing the Broad Seal to an

instrument of ratification in order to its being returned hither

for His Majesty's signing."

" Wednesday the 25th [N.S. Sept.].—The Imperialists had a

conference with the French about the equivalent for Stras-

bourg and the business of Lorraine.
" The Mediator gave us and the French authentic copies of

the memoires drawn up the Saturday before."
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"Thursday the 26th [N.S. Sept.]. .My Lord Villi, i. paid

his first visit to the French ;it Delft with' two coaches-and-
six, my Lord Townsend, Mr. \-ch. Mi'. Onslow and othei

English gentlemen accompanying His Excellency."
" Saturday the 28th [N.S. Sept.].- .Mr. Prior returned from

England."
"Sunday the 29th [N.S. Sept.]. The French returned my

Lord Villiers' visit ; Mons. de Sarlay, with two coaches-ana-
six was accompanied by Mons. Sarlay, his kinsman, and other

French gentlemen. Mons. de Crescy and Mons. de Callierefs]

came together with two coaches-and-six ; they visited my Lord
Pembroke and Sir Joseph Williamson in the same order."

"Friday the 4th [N.S.] Oct.—My Lord Pembroke paid
his visit to the French at Delft with two coaches-and-six,

English gentlemen accompanying him. His Excellency pre-

sented Mr. Prior to the French Ambassadors."
" Tuesday the 8th [N.S.] Oct.—" Their Excellencies paid

their visit to the Muscovite Embassy with six coaches and
six horses ; the visit was only ceremonial, concerning the
general friendship which the two nations desired might be
established. Mons. Lefort, the first of the Muscovite Embassy,
insisted upon His Majesty's praises, and the great satisfaction

had in the interview he had had with the King.
" The same night a copy of the Treaty with a form of rati-

fication, and our pleinpouvoirs were sent to Loo, the whole
fairly written out in order to its being signed with the Signet

in case the instrument under the Broad Seal should not come
time enough from England ; this was done in conformity to
His Majesty's orders, intimated to Mr. Prior in a letter from
Mr. Blathwayt of the 5th October."

" Wednesday the 9th [N.S. Oct.].—Their Excellencies agreed
with the French that all fishery should be free in what seas

soever notwithstanding the prescriptions in the 10th article.

" This Act, being thought by their Excellencies to be of no
great use to us, was not exchanged ; so this Act, though it

was signed by their Excellencies, was kept in the hands of

Mr. Prior." (XVI. 106-109.)

"Friday the 11th [N.S.] Oct. At Ryswick.—
" Their Excellencies went to Ryswick in order to exchange

the ratifications, we having received that under the Signet

the day before, and their Excellencies having this morning
been in conference with the Pensioner and Ambassadors of

the States in order to their proceeding conjointly in what
regards France's ratifying with Spain before the Dutch or

we exchanged our ratification. The French had their ratifi-

cation ready engrossed with their Great Seal in a silver box in

ample form ; we collationed ours signed by the Signet with

the Treaty as their Excellencies signed it the 20th September,

and they made no objection as to the form of the ratification
;

their whole Treaty and ratification was perfect, except that

in the eighth article relating to Hudson's Bay, the place,
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Londini, and the spaces of time, trium mensium and sex men-

sium, was [sic] omitted ; of this the Secretary was to speak to

his superiors, and Mr. Prior did or should have mentioned

it to his. The instruments, by consent of each party, were

left in the Mediator's hand till we should receive ours under

the Great Seal from England to exchange with them, and the

ratification to be reckoned good and valid from this present

day. The French had also the Separate Article engrossed

and ratified and sealed in as ample form as the Treaty ;
they

expected we should have the like to exchange with them,

though their Excellencies at the signing of the Treaty were

given to understand that this article was not to be ratified.

Their Excellencies therefore commanded Mr. Prior to write

to Mr. Blathwayt that the Separate Article under the Signet

should be sent as soon as possible, and that he would dispatch

a copy of it into England with a warrant that it should be

ratified under the Great Seal.

" Before the ratifications were put into the Mediator's hand,

the French produced the ratification which they will make

with Spain, and they declared in the presence of the Mediator,

the English and Dutch Embassy, that they were ready to

exchange it with the Spaniards as soon as theirs came from

Madrid^ with which the Spaniards declared that they were

satisfied.
" After our return from Ryswick, Mr. Prior received letters

from England by a messenger, who informed him that the

instrument under the Great Seal was come from England and

sent forward to Loo." (XVI. 109-111.)

" Saturday the 12th [N.S. Oct.]. At Ryswick.—
" The French, having understood that the instrument under

the Great Seal was come from England, informed the Lords

Ambassadors by the Mediator that they made an exception

against His Majestv's styling himself Rex Franciae, and the

Mediator then said that, if they had made this objection

when they exchanged their instrument of ratification with

ours under the Signet—.After some arguing upon this point,

they came to this conclusion, that they would be satisfied,

provided we would declare that we would change it, if it were

found to have been practised otherwise in the ratification

of the Treaty of Breda and of other treaties made since.

Their Excellencies were willing to oblige themselves to stand

by the example of Breda, as they had done likewise in the

point of the language, but did not think it proper to consent

to the clause and other treaties made since, not knowing but

that the style of Bex Franciae might have been omitted in

the Treaty made with France against Holland in 1672 or in

the Treaty of Commerce in 1677, or in that of neutrality for

America in 1686."
" Sunday the 13th [N.S. Oct.].—His Excellency Sir Joseph

Williamson visited the Mediator upon this subject ;
the French

were mighty impatient to have' our ratification, alleging that
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the courier thai was to carry the Dutch ratification Btayed
for ours. It came to The Eague about elevenal night

; their
Excellencies did not think tit to exchange it without coming
to some breuiua explication of what was huddled up on
Saturday night."

"Monday the 14th |N.S. Oct.]. Mj. Trior was sent to the
Mediator to let him know as well that the ratification was
come as the reason why we would not so hastily exchange it

;

the Mediator said he was going that- day to Delft, and would
try to find some expedient to compose this affair ; he did so,

but without any [success ].

"Their Excellencies having spoken with the Mediator, he
drew an Act which bore date the 12th, that if the French
agreed to it, it might be inserted in his protocol, and the
ratifications might be exchanged.

" Extrait du Protocolle de la Mediation tenue au Chateau
de Ryswick, le 2-12 d'Octobre, 1697.

" Sur la diversite qui se rencontre entre lc premier Article
du Traite de Paix, signe au Chateau de Ryswick le 20 de
Septembre dernier, et le preambule de la ratification a l'egard
des titres, Messieurs les Ambassadeurs Extraordinai res du Roy
de La Grande Bretagne ont declare que cela s'est ainsi pratique
a Breda, et qu'en cas que cela ne se trouve pas, ils promettent
de fournir un autre Acte de Ratification conforme a celui du
dit Traite de Breda.

N. Lilliroot." Copy.
" Mr. Prior went to Delft with the Secretary of the Medi-

ation ; we found the French Embassy together at Mons.
Harlay's, and told them that, if they approved of the fore-
going Act, he was ready to change the ratification with them

;

they answered they would stick to the Act as it had been
agreed on Saturday night; so Mr. Prior returned with our
ratification." (XVI. 112-115.)

"Tuesday the 15th [N.S. Oct.].—Mr. Prior waited upon the
Mediator by their Excellencies' order to desire him to procure
a meeting for their Excellencies with the French ; which was
agreed to be the next day at Ryswick ; the Mediator had in

the meantime made the alterations following in the extract
of his protocol of the 12th in order to bring the French to an
agreement thereupon :

—
' Messieurs les Ambassadeurs Extra-

ordinaires du Roy de La Grande Bretagne ont declare que cela

s'est ainsi practique au Traite de Breda et ailleurs, et qu'en
cas que cela ne se trouve pas, ils promettent de fournir un
autre Acte de Ratification reforme en ce point et conforme aveo
les dits Traites, si Messieurs les Ambassadeurs du Hoy Tres
Chretien n'aiment mieux se tenir a la declaration de l'Ambas-
sadeur Mediateur faite le 1-11 May, 1697.

" This expedient the Mediator proposed as from himself,
but instead of an answer my Lord Pembroke received a letter

from him, that the French would agree to the Act, provided
it might be inserted in these terms :

—
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' Sur la diversite qui se rencontre enfcre le premier Article

du Traite de Paix signe a Ryswyck le 20 Septembre dernier

et le pouvoir aussi bien que le preanibule de la ratification

du dit Traite a l'egard de titres, Messieurs les Ambassadeurs
du Roy de La Grande Bretagne ont declare que cela s'est

ainsi pratique au Traite de Breda et dans tous les mitres

Traites de Paix, et qu'en cas que cela ne se trouve pas ainsi,

ils promettent de fournir un autre pouvoir et un autre Acte de

Ratification reforme en ce point et conforme avec les dits Traites

de Paix a nioins que Messieurs les Ambassadeurs du Roy Tres

Chretien n'ayment mieux se tenir a la declaration de Mons.
L'Ambassadeur Mediateur faite le 1-11 May, 1697.'

" This Act so formed appeared to their Excellencies more
unreasonable than anything they yet had been offered ;

'
it

was observable likewise that it was written in the same hand
as that in which we received the minutes of the French
Treaty, the 20th of September, which upon occasion might
have been made use of as a good argument to prove that

the French [sic]* from the point they thought themselves

sure of, i.e., that they would stick to the first agreement
made on Saturday night. Their Excellencies therefore sent

Mr. Prior to Ryswyck to return this last Act into the

Mediator's hand, and to tell liim that they had a very great

respect for anything that came from his hand, which was
the reason that they would consent to that Act which His

Excellency had communicated to them that morning by Mr.
Prior, but that it was impossible for them to consent to that

last which His Excellency had sent them. He blotted out the

words le pouvoir aussy bien que, and added after Breda et

communement dans les ratifications des Traites de Paix, but this

was not consented to on the French part ; so Mr. Prior had
for answer that their Excellencies and the States' Ambassadors
should have a conference with those of France the next day,

which they accordingly had, and agreed to an Act in these

words to be inserted into the protocol and to bear date the

12th, though it was agreed (as is said), Wednesday the 16^.f
" According to, and in virtue of this agreement Mr. Prior

went this afternoon to collation the Treaty ratified with that

of the French ; which was done at the Mediator's house, the

Secretary of the Mediation being present ; but in the French
instrument in the 8th article concerning Hudson's Bay there

was a blank left for Londini and another for the time of

meeting, trium mensium, as for the time of finishing, sex

mensium ; for which reason Mr. Prior left our instrument in

the hands of the Mediator, and withdrew that under the

Signet, the French Secretary returning [sic] to know the

orders of his superiors herein, and returned [sic] to the

Mediator's house the next morning, where Mr. Prior went
again to meet him."

* Supply would not budge or equivalent words.

t Here follows a blank space in which it was apparently intended to insert
the revised Act.
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"Thursday the 17th [N.S. Oct.]—The French Secretary

said his superiors were of opinion that leaving the blank was in

effect giving us a power to lill it up as we pleased, and that, since

nothing more could be expected than thai their instrument
should conform to ours, he or I might lill it up : Mr. Trior,

as their Excellencies had ordered him, saui he did not think

that either of us had that power, and thai N was very dangerous
for anybody in England to alter the least syllable in an
instrument under the Great Seal, which we had a very new
instance in about the changing the word celsissimiim in the

Brandebourg article into serenissimum, and that we con-
ceived they were under the same restriction ; but Mr. Prior

proposed as from himself, that the Mediator would be pleased

to enter it into his protocol, that this insertion was made in

his presence, and that he would let Mr. Prior have an attested

copy of the extract ; to which the Mediator consenting the
ratification wras exchanged.

"We sent that of the French this afternoon to. Loo; and
an Act for the Peace to take place according to the times
prescribed in the 10th Article, to begin from the day of the
signing the Peace, was fhat evening signed on both sides."

"Friday the 18th [N.S.] Oct.—The original Act was sent

to Sir William Trumbull with a copy of the extract of the
protocol relating to the title, and a copy of each to Mr.
Vernon." (XVT. 116-123.)

"Thursday the 24th [N.S.] Oct.—The Muscovite Em-
bassy returned their Excellencies' visit, their Excellencies
being together to receive them in my Lord Pembroke's
house ; they spoke by an interpreter, who repeated in Latin
what they said, the Earl of Pembroke answered in English,

Mr. Prior interpreting likewise in Latin ; the compliments
were on both sides the great readiness and willingness each
nation was in to have a good correspondence and friendship

with the other, which their Excellencies said they had
particular order from His Majesty to cultivate, and to

endeavour the reviving and renewing the old concord and
customs between our subjects and theirs, that we should
therefore appoint our Secretary to draw up a memoire of

what might be judged necessary on the occasion, which.
they replied, their Secretary should be ready to receive."

"Friday the 25th [N.S. Oct.].—Accordingly Mr. Prior, by
their Excellencies' order, drew up a memorial and carried

it to their Muscovite Secretary."

"Thursday the 24th [N.S. Oct,].—Mr. Prior exchanged the
Separate Article ratified under the (heat Seal, and withdrew
that under the Signet from the hand of the Mediator, in the

same maimer as he had done the ratification of the Treaty
;

the same day and the next, Friday bhe 25th, their Excellencies

and the Dutch, at the desire of the Imperial and Palatine

Ministers, had two long conferences with the French about

the Palatinate, the French, contrary to what they formerly
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promised, insisting to have that part of the country seques-

tered which they are to give up till Madame's pretensions

shall be satisfied. The Mediator proposed that the Elector

should be possessed of it immediately, and that a certain

time should be set, after which those places should be seques-

tered, if they could not come to an agreement in the mean-

time.' It is not to be wondered that nothing could be agreed

on in this matter, Count Vehlen, the Elector Palatine's

Ambassador, having accommodated this business under-

hand between the French King and his Master by their agents

at Di'isseldorf and Paris. The French had not then sent

their memorial about the refugies. Their Excellencies spoke

to them again of it ; they said they would send it by the

first ; Mons. de Harlay said qu'il y avoit ]mrmis ces gens des

marauts, mais qiCil y en eut aussi qui devroient etredistingues."

" Monday the 28th [N.S. Oct.].—Their Excellencies had

another conference, in which they interposed their best offices

in favour of the Landgrave of Hesss-Cassel in the business of

Rhinfels, but without any effect, the French insisting that

the Prince of Rhinfels was dispossessed purely on their

account. Their Excellencies insisted likewise in another con-

ference held in the Grande Salle
"

" Tuesday the 29th [N.S. Oct.].—That a clause should be

added to the Cession of Strasburg, that the business of religion

should remain as it is ; but the French refused, alleging that

there was no danger, but that the capitulation made with the

town would always be observed. In the Mediator's chamber, in

the presence of the English and Dutch Ambassadors, and of

some of the Ministers of the Protestant Princes of the Empire,

the Mediator proposed to the Imperialists that they should

give a declaration that they meant and intended that the

Peace of Westphalia should be established in all points

ecclesiastical throughout all those places which France should

give back ; this proposition the Imperialists rejected with a

great deal of heat, saying that the Emperor had given no

occasion for any jealousy of this kind, and till he did, it was

not proper for others to proceed in such a manner.
" The French proposed that in those reunions they should

restore the Catholic religion should remain as it now is.

The English and Dutch, in a conference held with the Mediator

in his apartment, represented to him, as he did to the French,

the unreasonableness of these proceedings as being contrary

to what was agreed on in the Separate Article, but they

insisted upon this point, without maintaining it with any

reason, and most of the reunions being in the Elector of

Palatine's country who should have defended it, their Excel-

lencies could do nothing more in it."

" Wednesday the 30th [N.S. Oct.].—Mons. Smettau proposed

that what the French asked concerning the reunions should be

in a Separate Article with the Catholic Princes only, and that

the Protestants should have the liberty of signing ;
the
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Imperialists came out in order to give the Germans an account
of the conference they had had with the French; and the
Dutch and English came away from Ryswick; after which,
on Thursday, the 31st, between one and two o'clock in the
morning, the Imperialists and the Ministers of all the Roman
Catholic Princes of the Empire and some of"(he Protestant

Princes signed the Peace; the other Protestants refused
to sign, but had time allowed them to come in till the exchange
of the ratifications, which is six weeks. The French declared
that they shall all enjoy the Peace, but those that shall not
sign in the time prescribed shall be looked upon as enemies
to France, and that Brandenbourg shall not have the benefit

of the inclusive article in our Treaty.

"Some time before they signed, the Mediators withdrew,
leaving a declaration in the hand of their secretary that, there
being some things in this Peace contrary to that of Westphalia,
whereof their Master was a guaranty, they could nob consent
to the signing it. This declaration was delivered in as soon
as the parties had signed." (XVI. 123-129.)

" Des Pretensions de Sa Majeste Britannique comme
Prince d'Orange, Seigneur d'Arlaye."

1. Que suivant et en execution des Traitez de Nimegue
et de Munster et autres, conclus avec Leurs Majestes Tres
Chretienne et Catholique, Sa Majeste Britannique rentrera en
la pleine jouissance et possession tant de sa Principaute
d'Orange, droits independants et domaines y annexes, quo
des Terres et Seigneuries qui luy appartiennent en France,
Flandres, Duche et Comte de Bourgogne, Pais de Charolois,

et autres pais de la domination de Sa Majeste Tres Chretienne,
aussi bien que de tous droits enactions, ainsi et au meme etat
qu'elle en jouissoit avant les dits traitez ou a deu jouir

suivant iceux. Et que pour mettre fin a tous troubles,

proces et incidens, qui pour iceux pourroient survenir, Sa
Majeste Britannique, comme aussi Sa Majeste Tie-; Chretienne,
delegueront des commissaires pour regler et liquider le tout
souverainement et de pleinfpouvoir].

"2. Que Sa Majeste Tres Chretienne fera restituer avec
eflfet tout ce qui a ete perceu dans la Principaute d'Orange
decharge, ou sursis en rentes, domaines et droits, depuis le

Traite de Nimegue jusqu'au terns de la declaration de la

presente guerre ; ensemble de tons domaines, rentes, et droits

des autres terres et seigneuries de Sa Majeste Britannique
etant sous la domination de Sa Majeste Ties Chretienne
avec interets pour les nonjouissanees.

" 3. Et pour ce qui est des terres et domaines, dont Sa
Majeste Tres Chretienne a joui et. qui appartiennent a Sa
Majeste Britannique, Sa dite Majeste Tres Chretienne en
fera comptc de meme qu'en avoit use a iparavant Sa Majeste
Catholique, suivant la verification qui en sera faite paries dita

commissaires, et sera aussi fait compte respectif des nvenus
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perceus de la Principaute d'Orange et du Marquisat de

Bergues-op-Zooni et des charges payees et a payer.
" 4. Toutes nouveautez etablies et introduces dans la

Principaute d'Orange, subsides et autres charges sur le general,

au prejudice, et depuis les susdits traitez, sont ancanties et

abolies sans retour ni sans [sic] consequence, et satisfaction et

accordee [sic] en general, et que tous les corps et les particu-

liers seront restituez en tous leurs droits et biens, avec interets

contre ceux qui les ont perceus, et indemnite comrne de droit,

s'il y echoit et, specialement les Protestants, a la verification

et regie des dits commissaires ; et les quatre ministres prisonniers

depuis 12 annees seront incessamment mis en liberte et

reintegrez en leur premier etat.

" 5. Et d'autant que Sa Majeste Britannique a ete em-
pechee de jouir des terres et droits qu'elle possede dans la

Franche Comte, et droits en dependans, comme il est specifie

par le Trait e de Munster, il sera dit et stipule par le nou-
veau Traite, que la prescription ni aucun laps de terns n'aura

lieu, et qu'a cet egard, aussi bien que pour tous ses autres

domaines et surtout pour la Principaute d'Orange, il sera

expressement declare que tous edits, arrets, declarations,

decrets, saisies, mainmises, adjudications, et autres actes, de
quelle nature qu'ils soient, contraires aux susdits traitez, et

intervenus depuis iceux, ou durante la minorite de Sa Majeste
Britannique demeureront cassez et aneantis, en vertu du
nouveau Traite sans aucun retour ni consequence. Et comme
tous les principaux domaines de Sa Majeste Britannique sont

situez dans les Provinces Unies, ou se trouve son veritable

domicile, comme Prince d'Orange, que tous procez intentez,

ou a intenter, seront renvoyez a la Cour de Holland, a l'exemple

de ce que le Grand Conseil a Malines a juge contre le Comte
de la Solres ; tout ce qui sera fait au contraire demeure nul

et aneanti sauf pour les actions particuliers et hypothecates
sur quelques domaines singuliers, et alors on suivra l'ordre

des jurisdictions, ou si bon semble a Sa Majeste Britannique

ou a ses officiers de se servir en ce cas des anciens committimus.
"6. Et pour ce qui est des traitez particuliers, conclus

entre Sa Majeste Britannique et Sa Majeste Catholique devant
et en execution du Traitez de Munster, seront aussi executes

de bonne foy ; et pour plus de validite d'iceux, a cause des

assignations y exprimees, Sa Majeste Imperiale en tant qu'

a elle peut ou pourra toucher, ou a 1'Empire, autorise iceux

traitez ; veut qu'ils ayent autant de force que si elle y avoit

ete presente, et y avoit consenti ; et qu'en tout tems ils

soient executez, nonobstant tous droits, reversions] et autres,

quels qu'ils soient, present[s] et a venir, que Sa dite Majeste
Imperiale tient pour deuement denommez. sans qu'elle, ses

hoirs, et ses sucosseurs y puissent deroger m revenir sous quel

pretexte que ce soit.

" 6 [sic] Que dans le Traite qui sera fait entre Sa Majeste
Tre3 Chretienne et Sa Majeste Catholique il sera dit que les sus-
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dits artioles Beront executez toul de memo que s'ils y etoiont

ins6rez de mol a mot, el que tons lea domainea et droits de
S.i Majeate* Britannique, Bituez dins la Province de Luxem-
bourg e1 autres, qui aonl ou qui onl ele suns la domination
de Sa Majeste" Catholique, seront restituez a Sa dh<- Majesty
Britannique avec toute indemnity pourles deteriorations, et qu'
a rci offel tous engagistes e1 d6cr£tistes, otgftutrea p lasesseurs,

Hint viiidea el librea sans pr^tendre ni compenaatioD
ni remboursemenl de Sa dite Majeste* Britannique. Tous

. arreta, ef procedures, de quelle nature qu'ila Boient,

demeurenl cassez et an^antia, auaai bien que ions crux qui

aeronl intervenua pendanl la minorite d<- Sa dite Majeate*

Britannique aana aucun retour ni conaequence." (XVI. 262-
267.)

" Reaultal de la Conference tenue entre Leurs Excel-
lences Messieurs les A:\ihassadeurs Extraordinaires de
France a Delft, el Messieurs les Ambassadeurs des Etats
Generaux, le 9mo Aoust, 1697.

"Lea Miniatrea de France tombent d'accord sur les

articles 1, 2, 3.

" 4. L'on s'informera s'il y a quelque chose a la charge
des Souverains, ce que Ton pourra examiner, ou si cela regarde
seulement les particuliera loraque Ton verra si l'on ne pourra
pas ouvrir la justice a leurs plaintes.

" 5. Les Miniatrea Francois tombent d'accord sur cet
article, mais a ce sujet on allegue qu'en Angleterre on a mis
beaucoup des charges sur les Francois qu'on devroit redresser.
1. Qu'on ne pent pas porter en Angleterre "des marchandis-s
qu'avec des vaisseaux du pais du erus d'ou sont les navires,
2. La defence de la laine de France. 3. Les droits que les

Anglois exigent plus fort quand les merchandises ne
pas portees par leurs propres vaisseaux. 4. Les droits qu'on
paye pour les feus tout le long des cotes. 5. Sur cet article

on demande anssi reciprocation dans les colonies, ou les

Francois feront en tout la raeme chose.
"6. 1. On demande que les Irelandois pris sur les vais-

seaux Francois soient elargis 2. Les prisonniers refugies sur
les cotes ne ponrroiil est re relaches ; ils s'eclairciront pourtant
la-dessus. 3. Les Francois demeuranta en Angleterre jouissenl
de leurs biens en France, et n'ont pas besoin de cet article.

mais s'ils sont refugies, on n'y pourra rieu faire, si non qu'ils

fnssetit sortis avant les 6dits, et qu'ila n'ont pas etc" reclames,
ou avec permission du Roy.

" 7. La France demeure d'accord sur cet article a la reserve
qu'ils ne peuvenl pas admettre ['exception y ins6ree a cause
que leFort deHudson nomme cy-devan1 Hourbon, a appartenu
an Roy de France, et qu'un deserteur l'a mis dans le pouvoir
des Anglois, qui luy ont donne le nom de Nelson, aprea quoy
les Francois l'ont repria en terns de paix, et les Anglois s'en
sont rendu les maiat res durant cette guerre, et contre la capitu-
lation faite ils ont retenu prisonnier le Commandant avec

n—as
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150 mille livres de France ; et ainsi la France soutient que
le dit fort doit etre rendu, le Commandant relache et dedom-
mage, et qu'en terns de paix on pourra examiner le droit de
l'un et de l'autre soit par des arbitres ou des commissaires

comme l'on le trouve a propos.

"D'accord sur les Articles 8, 9, 10, 11.

" 12. La France demande plus d'eclaircissement sur la

periode commencant

—

Et quoniam.
" D'accord sur les Articles 13 et 14.

" La France est d'accord qu'on renvoye l'examen du Traite

de Commerce et du Traite de Neutrality apres la Paix.
" L'on demande encore 1'execution de l'acte ou contract

de mariage de l'espouse du Roy Jacques.
" Les Ambassadeurs des Etats Generaux des Pais-Bas, ayant

execute tout ce qui est cy-dessus, ont repondu et declare qu'ils

en feront rapport, et donneront part a leurs Excellences

Messieurs les Ambassadeurs du Roy d'Angleterre, afin d'etre

repondu par eux comme ils trouveront convenient." (XVII.,
No. 16.)

" Reponse aux remarques
que Messieurs les Ambas-
sadeurs de France firent,

le 9me d'Aoust, sur le Projet

de Paix entre l'Angleterre et

la France.
" 4. Cet article regarde

seulement les particuliers. On
demande que les voyes ordi-

naires de la justice soyent

ouvertes, afin que les droits,

pretensions et actions de
chacun puissent etre vuidees

et determiners ; et on croit

qu'il est necessaire de faire

inserer un article dans le

Traite pour cet effet.

" 5. On attend que le

commerce soit libre univer-

sellement par tous les roy-

aumes et domaines des deux
Seigneurs Rois en quelque pais

du monde que ce soit. et les

droits et impots sur les mar-
chandises estant deja regies

par les loix de chaque nation,

nous consentons d'en remettre

la consideration a un traite

de commerce qui sera fait

selon la proposition faite par

les Francois.
" It is His Majesty's pleasure " 6. On demande que tous les

that their Excellencies do pro- Francois qui ont ete habitants

" Approved by His
Majesty.

" Approved by His
Majesty.



547

ceed herein in the Bame man-
ner as the States < teneral, the
Elector of Brandenbourg ;ni<l

other Protestant Princes, ob-

serving i!:<' following particu-

lars, viz., that as the Irish

taken upon French ships shall

be set ai liberty, so ii is

expected that there be the
like reciprocation of the
French refugiez taken at sea.

"Their Excellencies are to
take care, as much as may be,

that no handle he given to the
French to ask the resl it ntion of

the Irish estates or return of

Irishmen that are [or] shall be
underconfiscation or attainder,
and in case such demand be
made, not to admit of any
expression or clause to that
effect.

" It is His Majesty's pleasure
that their Excellencies do en-
deavour to obtain from the
French the present exception
in the Project relating to
Hudson's Bay, and if that be
despaired of by their Excel-
lencies, then in the stead of

such exception, to propose
and insist on a clause leaving
all things relating to Hudson's
Bay in the condition they shall

be in at the signing of the
Treaty, and referring all those
matters in dispute to be deter-
mined by the Commissioners
that shall be appointed for

the Treaty of Commerce.
" His Majesty approves of

this answer. (Cf. p. 534, su-
pra.)

" His Majesty approves
hereof, and that the consider-
ation of the Treaty of Neu-
trality in America be likewise

on demeurants dans Lee roy-

aumes ou domaines dn Roy
de la Grande Bretagne soyent
mis en liberty, et que tons les

snjets naturels du dit Roy,
possesseurs de terres et autres

biens et* fonds en France,

soyenl restablis dan-- la joui

Sance de LOUTS terres et autres

biens en fonds
; comme aussi

tous ceux de la nation Pran-
coise qui estoient en Angle-
terre avant les 6dits, ou qui

ont eu la permission de Sa

Majeste Tre\s Chretienne de se

retirer de la France.

"N.B. Mons.le Pensionnaire
scait deja que les Anglois agi-

ront, eu ce qui regarde les

Protestants Francois en gene-
ral, selon ce que feront les

Estats G6n6raux et l'Electeur

de Brandebourg, etc
" C'est la raison pour quoy

on n'insiste pas plus particu-

lierement sur ce point dans
cet article.

"7. Le Fort de Hudson
appartenantveritablement aux
Anglois, il est bien juste que
la possession leur en demeure;
l'affaire du Commandant est a
present devant leConseil Prive*

du Roy, et sera jugee comme
une affaire particuliere selon

ce qui est prescrit dans le

4me article.

" 12. Dans l'article d'Orange
Et quoniam, etc., Mons. le

Pensionnaire y fera reponse.
" Un Trait6 de Commerce

sera remis a des commissaires
comme les Francois ont pro-

pose.
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referred to the same Commis-
sioners.

" His Majesty approves of

this answer."

" II n'est pas necessaire de

rien stipuler pour l'epouse du
cy-devant Roy Jacques, ce

Traite ne derogeant point a
ce qu'elle doit posseder par
les loix d'Angleterre.

(XVTT., No. 17.)
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Charles, archduke <( Austria, the Em-

peror Leopold I.'s second son, 20s
2 in, 2 Hi, 21s.

< lharolois, pais de, 5 13.

Chartrcs, Notre Dame de, 110.
Duchess of, 249.
Duke of. See J'hUip.

Mademoiselle de. See under Lor-
Duke "i.

Chateau <l'If, 217.
I b •' au Renaud

| Renaux or Renault \
•M. de, Fr< n< b admiral, 70 74*

90 I.

Chatham, 344.
< bauvel, a general of the Duke "f '/.> II, 6.
Cheney, Lord and Lady, 504.
( herbourg, in

I ,0
I bester, 12 1, 251, 280.

Francis, bishop of, 151, 193.
Chesterfield, Earl of, letfo ra from 1 17

in:., IT::, 180, CI. 197.

, his son, HIT.

Cheston (Chessun), 182 ::.

Child, sir Robert, 186.
chili.

Chilton, .Mrs., 2T2, 298.
< 'liina dishl .
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Chinsky. See Kinskv.
Choiseul, Duke of, Marshal. 64, 84, 106.

Cholmondelcv, Earl of, letter from,

488-9, 4 42.

Christian V., King of Denmark, 7, 11,

Christian, Prince, second son <>i the King
of Denmark, death of, 57.

Christian, — . 177. 4^2.

Chudleigh, .Mr., envoy to the Hague,
17. 89.

Churchill, Mr., 436.
Cider, 74.

Cipher, passages undeciphered, 274, 329-
330, 355, 370.

Cirencester, co. Glouc, 486.
Clancarty, Lord, 198.
Clare, Lord, 241, 325.

Clark. See Clerk.

Clarke, George, Irish secretary, 122.

Claude, — , 387.
Clay, Francis, a suspect, 18.

Clayton, Sir Rohert, 112.

Clement, M., soxis-bibliothecaire to Louis
XIV., 342, 365, 371, 409.

Clergy, the, 320.
Clerk (Clerck, Clark), a, Jesuit, "Father

Cosmo," 4, 49, 41, 390, 392.

Cleverkirk, — , 301.
Cleves :

duchy and town of, 8, 84, 508.
Starembourg hill near, 509.

Clifford, Lord, 107.

Clignett, Mr., 16-7.

Clouesly, Sir. See Shovel.
Clough :

Mrs., 41.

Mr., 456.

Coates, Bartholomew, 190.

Cob, — , 377.
Cockburn, Mr., 338.
Cockthorp, Letter dated at, 449.

CodringtoD or Coddrington, Christopher,
275.

, letter to, 275.
Colonel, 225, 231, 241.

Coffee, 99.

Colasto, Count, 12.

Colbert, — , 201, 302.
Cole, — , 318.

Colebatch, Dr., 496.
Colebourne, — , 401.
Coleman, Mr., keeper of the Woodyard

to James IT., 298.
Collouitz, Cardinal, the Emperor's finance

minister, 10, 11.

Cologne. Sec Koln.
Colt, Sir Henry, 250-1.
Comniins, Serjeant, 508.
Common Law, 483.
Compiegne, in France, 204, 226, 233

235-6, 247-9, 254-9, 261, 263,
265, 270.

, letter dated at, 261.
Compton, Spencer, letter to, 275.
Comte, the. See St. Maurice
Cond6, 147.

Conde, Prince de, 333, 338, 3 17.

Congreve. William, the dramatist, 419,
482, 502-3.

Coni, in Piedmont. 19.

Coningsby, Lord, 122.
Connel, Richard, 401.

Conquest, Mr., 410.

Constantinople, 113, 285-6, 305, 325.
Conti :

Prince of, candidate for the Crown
of Poland, 138, 140, 161-2, 164,
243-4, 247-8.

Princess of, 389.
Conway, Ben, 38, 58, 432.
Cooper

:

, 217, 346-7.
Copenhagen, 5, 6, 61, 205.
Cordova, Cardinal of, 341.
Cork, in Ireland, 14.

Cornwall, 220.
Cornwall is, Mrs., 475.

Corotoque, in America, 128.
" Correspondent," the, 265, 311.
Coruna (Corunna), packet service to, 203,

207, 268.
Cosmo, Father. See Clerk.

Cossens, Mr., 487-9.
Cotton, R., signature, 207, 242, 363.
Couchman, — , messenger, 387.
Coudun, village in France, 265.
Council, the Privy, 28, 449.
Court of Request, 503.

Courtrav, in Flanders, 32.

Covel, Dr., 424.
Coventry, 121.

Cowley, Abraham, the poet, 21, 503.
Cowper, Captain, 285, 370, 372.

(Cooper) Lord, 500.

Coy, Colonel, his regiment, 40.

Craacy. See Croatia.

Craggs, old and voung, 499.

Crane, Mr., 410.
'

Creagh, — , of Amsterdam, 43.

Creey or Crescy (Cressy), Verjus de, one
<>f the French plenipotentiaries at
Ryswick, 106, 166, r,:>,l.

Crequy, Duchess of, 84.

Cresset

:

James, 15, 34, 68, 212, 392, 508-9.
, letter from. 106.
, letters to, 131, 153.

( Iressy. See < recy.

Cribbage on a Sunday night, 2.

Crichton, — , confessor to English nuns
at Dunkirk, 400.

Croatia (Craacy), ban or viceroy of, 12.

Crofts (Cross),' Miss, 321.

Croissy, Madame de, 365, 371-2.
Cromwell, Oliver, 235.
" Crop," i.e. the Duke of Bolton, q.V.

Crosby, — , 208-10.
Cross :

Edmund, 440.
Cull, Mr., 350.

Culpis, M., 164.

Customs House, the, 372.
Customs, Commission of, 445.
Cuttle, — , 462.

Czar, the. Sec Peter the Great.



bte

D
Dahl, Mi. h... I

. painter, 178, 187-8.
Dalmont, Lady, 410.
Danckleman. Set Dankleman.
Dane, Thomas, 801.
Danes, — , 837.
Danish soldiers, 230.
Danketoheim, to Alsace, l is.

Dankleman or Danckleman, M., 132 3,
I.'17, 866.

Dantzie, .'{73, 883, 399, 102.
Danube, the river, 69.

Darien, scotch settlement at, :U7. ;;7o,

874, 378, 395.
Dartford, co. Kent. 466.
Dartmouth, co. Devon :

governor of, 110.
Lord, 138.

Dauphin, the. See Louis.
Davenant, Charles, 356, 305, 393.
Davers :

— , 44.

tore., 63.

Sir Robert, 440.
Davie or David, Chevalier, 439, 442.
Davis (Davies) :

— , 211, 220, 230, 238, 20.'<, 2!»7, 312.
, memorandum about, 219.

Dawson :

Joshua, 122.

, letters from, 133, 144.
, letter to, 143.

Debordes, — , 30-1.
Debreuil. See Breuil.
Delafaye, M., 269.
Delft, 102-3, 105, 135, 519, 522, 537,

539, 545.
De Meyer, — , dean of Liege, 18.
Denmark and the Danes, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8.

11, 14, 20, 43, 47, 49 ("the
North"), 77, 111, 205, 318, 400,
402, 404-5, 408.

Emperor's ambassador to, 408.
King of. See Christian V.,

Frederic IV.
Prince of, 6.

Princess of, gives birth to a son, 521.
Prince George of, husband of Queen
Anne, 195, 223.

Dennis, John, the critic, 302, 503.
, letters from 194. 498-9,

501.

Descartes' motto, 168.

Devonshire, Duke of, 227.
, letter to, 5 I

.

D'Hervort or D'Hervert, M., 12, 212.
Dibbeus or Dibbons, Dr., "Dirty Dibben

of Dorsetshire," 423, 427-8, 455,
483.

" Dick." Sec Shelton.
Didiez, M., 306.

Dieppe, 403.

Dieren, in Holland, 415, 509.
, letters dated at, 153, 155, 178,

373-4. 415, 419.
Dietrichstein, Prince of, 13.

Dikes, — , 440.

Dinant, 6, 68, 98, 101.

Dingle, in Ireland, 136.

Dixmuyde, m Flandeia captured bj the
I 1 1

in h, :;.

Don, our. 8et Hay< . Sii .1.

D'Opdam, Mr.. 64.

Dormer, . 130.

Dorrington, , 211.
Dorset :

Charles «*flackviUe, earl "f. lord

chamBerlain, 22, 32, 38, 104, l 12,

806, 360, 304, 126, f83.

, letter-, to. 2, |. 7, I I. 18, 2U,

21, 49, 64, 69, no, 82 •':. 92 ::. 96,
101, 130, l'ot. 304, 830.

, lettei - from, 71, 190, I'.''.'.

, verses to, 20 I

.

Lionel Cranfield Sackville, earl and
duke of, is 7. 608.

, letter Erom, 137.

Dorsetshire, 128.

l>oua\ , in Flanders, 1 1.

Douglas, Sir William, 118.

, his uite's claims in Alsai e,

118, 152.
hover, 187, 196 ti, 211, 217, 232, 293,

336-7, 346, 350, :;;,|, :;.;:;, pis.

letters dated at, 398, 400, Hi'.
Down, co. Essex, 182-92, 500.

letters dated at, 482, 490, Go I 2,

504-6.
Downes, P., 39.
Downs, the, 173.

Dragon, the, 450.
Dresden, 15, 19, 20, 15.

Drift, Adrian, 385, 132, 111, 150, 152,
455-6, 460 I, it;;;, in:,, 108-O,
471-3, 476-7, 482, 485. 488-90,
492-3, 498, 501, 503-5.

Droit, — , 212.

Drogheda, Lord, 110.

Dryden, John, poet laureate', 2, 03, |.<|,

185, 238, 295, !<;»;, L80, 481.
, verses on Jacob Tonson, -';''.

Du Bail. See Hart.
Dublin, I 16, I 13, 219, 222, 267, 301, 303,

letters dated at. 128, 155, 211, 280,
375, 377, 137, KM, 478, 181.

castle, 478.
—

, letters dated al, 122, 120, 133.
136, 139, III. 15 1. is;, 7. l:is.

210, 227, 251, -ijn, 273, 299, 300,
358, 371, :;7ti, 379.

Dame 's Stree t, 1 1 ; I

.

Du Bois, Abbe, 356, 394.
Dubreuil. See Breuil.
Du Can, Dr., physician, H>.

Duchess, tie-, 507.
Du Heron, \|. 39Q.

Duke., tie-. See Mir. wsburj .

Du Meriin, -, 249.
Du Mont, M., 264.
Duncombe :

— , 13, 112, 194, 421-2.
Alderman, 321.

Dunkirk, II, 68 7 1 7.;, 75, s| 2, 104,
136, 138, 140, 161-2, 188, 217."

224, 280-1, 235, 261, 298, ;;!»!»,

400-1.
Court of Vice-admiralty, 221-2.
governor of, 75.
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Dunnewald, General, 13.

Dunstable, co. Beds., 121.

Dup, Little. See Hay, T.

Pupplin, Lady, daughter of the earl of

Oxford, wife of George Hay vis-

count Dupplin, eldest. son of the
earl of Kinnoul, 453-5, 477.

, her lord (" Dup "), 454-5.

Durant, — , a Jacobite, 301.

Durham, bishopric of, 105.

Dursley :

Charles Berkeley viscount, eldest

son of the earl of Berkeley,
envoy and plenipotentiary in

Holland, 8, 15. 16, 21, 22 ("pa-
tron"), 32, 46, 51. See also

Berkeley, earl of.

, letter frorn, 7 1

.

, letter to, 16-7.

Elizabeth, Lady, 24.

Charles Berkeley, viscount Berkeley,
eldest son of the preceding, 22-3,
74.

Diisseldorf, 68, 542.

Du Teil, M., James 1 f.'s envoy to Poland,
2.

Dyckvelt, .Mr., I, 18, 42, 53, 80-1, 83,
91-3, 95-6, 108, 125-6, 133, 135,

510, 514, 516-9, 522-3, 525, 534.

Dyer, — , 436, 437, 439-40.

Earle's regiment, 75-6.

Easthampstcad, 138, 159.

— , ietter dated at, 83.

East India Company, 105, 214, 222-3
237-8, 281.

East Indies, the, 47 t.

Ebcrsdorff, letter dated at, 88.

Eden :

Charles, 269.

Mr., eldest son of Sir Robert, 105.

Sir Robert, 105.

Tobv, of the Exchequer Office, 269.
Edinburgh, 285, 389.

Edisbury, Mr., 99.

Edmundson, William, letters from, 442,
484.

Fvhvard, Old Sir. 425.

Effiat, abbe d', 279.

Elbing, in Germany, 298.

Elbceuf, One d', 239, 317, 322.
Electorate, the ninth. See Hanover.
Klizahetb, Queen, 181, 320, 321.

Ellis :

— , 51, 97.

John. 89. 95, 115, 131, 138-9, 148,
159, 161, 168. 218, 272, 326, 335,
319, 364, 372.

, letters from, 70, 7:), 110, 127-8,
132, 140, 146, 156, 162, 173, 216,
296, 302, 378.

, letter to, 160, 217.
Sir William, 239, 387, 401, 406, 408,

410, 413.

Ely, letter dated at, 430.

Elzevir,—, 429.
Emerson :

Dr., 60.

, letter to, 59.

Emperor, the. See Leopold L, also

Charles VI.
Empire, the, 38, 69, 70, 91-2, 117, 134,

142, 146-7, 157, 161, 164-5, 169.

184, 512, 520, 525-6, 529-30, 532,

542-4.
Vice - chancellor. See Konigsegg,

Count-
Diet of (at Ratisbon), 42.

ecclesiastical electors, 70.

Empress, the, wife of Leopold I.. 8, 13.

English, Dr., 185, 191, 384, 395.

Ennis, — , a Scottish priest, 240, 398.

Eperies, in Upper Hungary, 11.

Epinoy .

Prince of, 251.

Princess Dowager of, 251.

Erie. See Earle.

Errol (Harold), Earl or Marquis of, 301,

Essex, lord, 269.
, his regiment, 40.

Este, Marie d'. See Mary of Modena.
Estrees, Count of, 232, 234, 247, 258,

263.

Etherege, Sir George, 52.

Euston, letters dated at, 434-5, 437-8
440-1.

Evance, Mr., 36.

Evans,—, 255, 408.

Everard, Father, a Jesuit, 40.

Evertz, Admiral, 110.

Evreux, Comte d', 346.

Exchequer, Chancellor of. See Mon-
tague, C.

Exchequer bills, 112.

Exeter, earl of, 252, 418.

Falkland, I.adv, 342, 348, 351, 354,

358, 363.

, her brother's death, 363.

(Faulkland), Lord, 21-2, 25.

Famars, " that Swiss that fights for

coyn," 44, 63.

Farley, — , 419.

Farnham, co. Surrey, 436.

Faro, victory in the, i.e., off Cape
Passaro, 456.

Farringdon, 458.

Fascio, — , 38.

Fathomrecht, Thomas, 150.
" Fego." See Vavasour.
Fenwick

:

Mr., 270.

Sir John, 93, 100, 103.

Feversham, Lord, 273, 392.

Ficquett, Madame, execution of, 356.
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Field in*, — , 241, 265.

Pinch, Daniel, earl of Nottingham, '/•>'•

Finches, the family, 171.

Fingale, Lady, 41.

Ptsh and Bshlng, :f.'f, 118, 17ii.

herrings, 118.

salmon, 118.

Fish, — C the Fish "), 276.

Fisher Dick, 440.
Fiskc, — , the apothecary, 150,

Fitzgerald :

— , 41.

Henry, 374.
Fit/James, Mr., "duke of Albemarle,"

210, 231, 325.

Fit/.Simmons, — , of Brussels, 1 1

.

, his wife and son, 41.

Flanders aDd the Spanish Provinces, 198,

250, 302, 374-5, 390, 412, 526.

papist from, 15, 18.

campaigns in, passim.
Fleckno, the reign of, 154.

Fleetwood, Mr., 393.

Fleetwood, Sir. See Shepherd.
Flemings, 383.
Florence, 47, 59, 01, 77, 109.

Floyd, David, 240, 410.

Flushing. 68, 70, 72.

Foley :

Lord, 471.

Auditor, 471, 474.
Prothonotary, 471.

Mr., Speaker of the House of Com-
mons, 67.

Major, 449, 454-6, 458-61, 404, 468.
471, 486.

Pontainebleau, in France, 271-9, 281-2,
286-8, 365, 371, 382, 505.

Fontenay, — , 245.

Forbes (Forbise), Sir James, 281, 283, 304.

Fort Bourbon. See Hudson's Bay.
Foucquet (Fouquet), Nicholas, minister

of finance to Louis XIV., 505
Fountaine, Sir Andrew, 4 11.

Fountmel, near Shaftsbury, letter dated
at, 455.

Fouquet. See Foucquet.
Fox, Sir Stephen, 272.

France and the French :

(countrv), 4, 6, 36, 40-1, 43, 52, 57.

69, 70, 72, 74, 84-5, 101, 175-6,
185-7, 189, 193, 207,294,327,330.
(government), passim.

admiralty, 285, 389.
African Company. 381, 398.
ambassadors to :

, Dutch, 238, 241, 246-7, 250,
252, 254-6, 258-9, 270, 283, 305.

, English. See Portland ; Jersey;
Manchester.

. Genoese, 242.
, Emperor's envoy, 385, 405-7.
of Mantua, 2791

, of Modena, 279.

Morocco, 311.

Papal Nuncio, 242, 247, 270,
274, 280.

, Portugal, 380-1, 394.

France contd.

ambassadors contd.—
. ; 13.

, Spanish, 380 I, 107.

, Swedish, •'•! I.

, Tuscany, 242.
, Venetian, 202, 242, 259, 280,

|H | ;,. IMS.

armj rel >-6.

t 'onsi il Koyal, 346.
I >auphin, d'. See Louis.

misery in. 33,

desires peace, 17. 12.

English and irish troops, 190.

French Guards, Ins.

Grand Ecuyer. See Lorraine, Che-
valier de.

Grand Prieur. See under G., Grand
Prieur.

Eousehold Troops, 108.

La Princesse, 195, ~J'<~.

Madame. See Orleans, duchess of.

Monsieur. See Philip duke of
Orleans.

Post Office treaty, :;<;:;.

Protestants in, 234, 2::<;. 3J8,
, See also Huguenots.

Queen of, 505.

Scots in, 118, 322.
Swiss Guards. Ids.

Tieatv of Commerce with, 126-7,
152.

Franche Comte, la, 511.

Franco, — , 498, rim.

Francois, Frere, author of the Jardinier
Solitaire, l 13-4.

Franconia, circle of. To, 142, L64, 520.

Frankfort, in Germany 0. 57.

Frankland :

Thos., 26.

. signature, 207, 2 12, 363,
Frederic IV.. King of Denmark, 408.

Frederick of Eesse Cassel. King Consort
of Sweden, 505.

Freiburg (Fribourg), i>, Baden, I 12.

Freiz, Count, 199.

French, the, and French armies, passim.
French comedians, 68.

French Protestants and refugees. See
Huguenots.

French spies, search for in the Nether-
lands, 4.

Fribourg. See Freiburg.
Friedberg, letter dated at, 133.

Friend :

Dr., 476.

Sir John, 78, 12;:.

Hob, 459, IT:., is:;. 198, 500.
Friesland (Frize, Prise), ."I

Count de, 55.

Prince and stadtholder of, 7.

, his prince - and her sish
. birth of a daughter, 16.

Frise, Comto 350.

Froment or Fromand, — , 225, 231.
Frowd .

Mr-.. 383, 387.
Colone!, 384 " 387
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Furnace, Sir Harry, sheriff of London
421.

Fumes, in Flanders, captured by the

French, 3.

Fiirstenberg (Furstemberg), Count of, 11.

Gallaway, — , a shipmaster, 401.

Galloway (Galway), Bishop of, 361-2.
Galloway (Gallway), Earl, 389. See also

Galway.
Galpin, Madame, 233.
Galway (Galloway) :

regiment of, 230.
Earl of, 110, 115-16, 120, 129, 139,

142, 144-5, 187, 229, 251, 262,

280, 353, 367-9, 376-8.
, letters from, 154, 186-7, 216,

227, 260, 358, 371, 375, 379.

, letters to, 142, 147, 286.

Gambia river, the, 139, 524.
Games, Dame, 490.
Gardie, — , 346, 352.
Garter, Order of the, 27, 213, 223, 411,

414.

Garth, Dr., 415.

Garwood, Mr., 472, 475.
Gatigny, — , 269.

Gaugain (Gaugene), — , and his pupil,

352, 358, 365.
Gaulti.M-, .\M,e, letter from, 461.

Gay, John, the poet, 482.
Gazettes, 168, 175, 269, 282-3. See also

under Paris,

a French Pont Neuf, 75.

Lardon, 81, 106.
Geary, Daniel, 302.
Geldermalsten, — , 301.
Geneva, 310, 358.

to be named in the Treaty of Bys-
wick, 163-4.

Gennes (Genes), M. de, French Admiral,
90, 244, 247.

George I., King, 447, 449-50, 492, 500.
George, Prince, afterwards George II.,

450-1, 492.
George, Prince, of Denmark. See Den-

mark.
Gerardine, Sir James, 41.

Germany and the Germans, 41, 45, 55,
82-3, 105-8, 117, 159, 182, 245,
258-9, 410-8, 518.

French allies in, 7.

Princes of, 6.

Gestingthorpe, near Sudbury, 467.
Gevres, Marquis de, 338.
Ghent, 40-1, 59, 147, 397.
Gibbs, James, architect, 473, 475, 482,

487-90, 498-9.
Gibraltar, Straits of, 69, 70, 74.
Gibson, Colonel, his regiment, 171.

Gildon, Charles, letter from, 496, 506-7.
Giordano, Luca, picture by, 470, note.

Girard :

VI., 358.
Mr., 417.

Glasgow, 206.
Glenorchy, lord, 6.

Gloucester, Duke of, 320, 422.

Glover, — , an engineer, 239-40, 242, 244
Gobelin tapestry, 245.
Godolphin, Earl of, 67, 174, 417-8, 422,

439, 490.

Goeree, in Holland, 72.

letter dated at, 273.

Goertz, Baron, 182.

Goldsmiths' Hall, or the Hall, 105.

Gooche, — , 449.

Goodman, — , a Jacobite, 192, 194, 198,
393.

Gorcum, in Holland, 28.

Gordon (Gourdon), George duke of, 3.

Gordon, Mr., of Paris, 469.

Goree, Isle of, 389.
Gortz, Baron, president to the Land-

grave of Hesse, 9.

Gourdon. See Gordon.
Gouverne, little, 347.
Governey, Madam, 445.

"Governor, my," ( t.<,.,VUleroy), 223,245,
264-5, 271,311-13,315-6,329-32,
338, 341, 353.

Gower, Dr. Humphrey, master of St,

John's College, Cambridge, 427,

473, 484.
, letters from, 430, 435.
, letters to, 2, 394.

Grace, — , 402, 408.

Grafton, Duke of, 400.

Graham :

— , 205.

(Grimes), Young, Kent's son, 203.
Mr., 138.

Grammont, Count de, 200, 202, 210.
, Due de, 237.

Gran, Archbishop of, Chancellor of Hun-
gary, 10.

Grand Ecuyer. See Lorraine, Chevalier
de.

Grand Prieur, Philip, brother of the
Duke of Venddme, 243, 245-8.

Grave, in Holland, 415.

Gravenmore, General, 3.

Greek types, 342.
Green, Dr., 415.

Greenville, Sir Bevil,—his regiment, 41.

Greenway, — , a Jacobite, 284.
Greenwich park, 104.

Gregg, Mr., 72.

Gresham College, 200.
Griffen, Lord, 410.
Griffin, Harry, 401.
Groningen, 347.
Guidet, Major, 3.

Giula, in Hungary, 44.

Guinea Coast, 381, 383, 386, 389, 398.
Guiscard, Count, 245, 248, 300.
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H
Bocltett, . of llotterdam, 10 8.

Hague (la Haye . the, I 10, 206, 213,
242, 282, 287, 322, 326,
376, lis. 120 1. 124 5, 134, 509,
530, 536, 539.

. letters dated at, I 200 paa-
aim, 298, 125.

Brandenburg miniate: , 56, 132, 134,

153, 169, 626. See Schmettau.
i h inun ministers, 124 5, 134, 138,

l 12, 1 17. 163, 159, 161, L82 3,

513, 515, 525, 529, 636.
Imperial ministers, 5, 88, 92, 98 9,

101 3, 106 8, I 17. I 19 20, 124 5,

129 31, 134 7, 139, 111. 1 13 5,

L51, 153, 157, 161, 183, .".12 II.

516, 517 9, 521. .".21 30, 532, :.::.;.

5 1 1

.

old Court, Hi2, KIT.

Prince Maurice's house, 102.
Russian (Muscovite) ambassadors,

17(i, 181- 2. 532, 537, 541.
, memoir t... 181.

Saxon minister, 132.

Spanish ministers, 130, 133 I, 163,

166, 177, 513-20, 525, 527 8,

532-8.
Halifax, Lord. See Mont
Halsted, co. Essex, is.:.

latter dated at, 167.

Hamadryades, the, 17(1.

Hamburg, 68, 72, 87, 188, 392.
letter dated at, 100.
letter to burgomasters, etc., 106.

Hamilton :

Duke of, 390-8, 112.

— , 274, 301.

Anne, Duchess of, her claims in
Prance, 118, 152. 528.

Colonel, 324.
Lord Basil, 395-0.
Richard, I in.

Hammond, Mr., Ill, 127, 430-1.
Hampshire, 430.
Hampton Court, 219, 406, 1 12.

Hanmer :

Sir Thomas, 498.
, letters from, 434-5, 437-8,

440-1.
Barmes, — , 423.
Banover, 08-9.

, electorship of ('• the ninth
electorate "), 5, ti, 13.

Ernest Augustus, Elector of. 1 I. 12.

13, r,s. L38, L95.

George Louis. 215, 288.
Electress of, lit;.

Young Prince of, lis.

Hano\ er I [orse, t Ik-. 58.

Hanse towns, the, 87.

Barbert. See Herbert.
Harcourt, Count and Marquis d', ">.;.

234, 215, 258.
1 l.in ..nit :

Lord, 149.

Simon, letter from, l 19.

Baren. M., 517-8, 525, 534.

Harington, — , 72.

Harlay-Bonneuil, M. \. \., n t „- ( ,f the
French plenipotentiaries at Rys-
wick, 12, 106, 111, 125, 166, 170,
252 ::. 5:;o, 534, 5:;7. 639, 542 ::.

Harla; ,M., kinsman of the preceding, 537.
Ilall.\ :

Edward. Lord, son of the Earl <.f

• KinfTl. |r.7, 171. 179-81, 191, 196,
r.'s. 503, 506-8.

, letters to, I 18 55, 157, 169 83,

165, 167 s. |7| t. 182 93, 195,

198 9, 5ni', ;,n| 6.

Lady Harriett*, I is 56, I

ir,7 s. 171 '.», is i 90, 192 :;, 196,
nts, 500, 502 6, 508.

Margaretta .-/• Peggy, afterwards
duchess of Portland, I 18, 150-1,

153 I. 15.;. 160 l. 163, 172 :;.

175 7. 182, 186 90, 192 ::. 196,

198, 5(10, 503, 505, 508.—
, verses to, 181.

Edward, Auditor, If.:;, 170, 17 1.

179, I'M.

Nathaniel, 17 1, I7!».

Robin, 508.

Thomas, 17 1. 185, 191-3.

Harlow, en. Essex, 500.

Harold. See Errol.
Hamuli, Count, the Emperors' Master

of th.- Horse, 10, 2 1.;, 248, 107.

, character of, 14.

Harris, — , the tailor, 14.

Harrison, —, a priest, 189, 192.

Harwich, co. Essex, I 1,15, 19,99, 10 1,173.

postmaster of, 1.

Hastings, Lord, 275, 432.
Hatcher, —

-, 410.

Hatley, Mr., 140.

Havana, 90, 101.

Haversham, Lord, 352.
Havre, in Prance, 231.
Hawking, 210.

Hawly, Captain, 11.

Hay :'

Lord, his son, 301.
Little Tommie, or "little Dup,"

son of Lend Dupplin, 157, 159.
Mr. {que. Hays ?), (IIS.

Haves :

— , 463,
sir James, in l, 43 ("our Don").

Hebron. See Hepburn.
Heckeren, Baron, 16.

Hedges, sir Charles, 206, 210, 221, 220.
Heemskerk (Bempskirk), M., 212.

235, 211. 252, 25|. 256, 271,
279 80, :!25. 359, 380.

, in.-iiH.il- by, si. 88.
Beinsius, Antonius, the Pensioner of

Holland, ::. II. 16 7. 21, 25, 27 8,

*> I, :;:: 1, I", 1:;. |5 7, 52, :.s ..

62, us, 77,*s:;. 85, 96, 103, 108,
HI. 12:; I, 127, 130, 132 ". 137,
1 i:: l. 151 2, 159, 165, 167, 176,
is:;. 211, 283, 5] 1. 515, .".17 8,

52 1. 525 •'. 532 I. 537 547,
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Helvoetsiuys (Helvoet), in TTolland, 14,

15, 21, 68, 70, 72, 108, 131.

Hemmingh, Mr., 233.

Hempskirk. See Heemskork.
Eenau near the Mebaigne, in Flanders, 56.

Henderson, — , of Amsterdam, 43.

Henry I\'., of Franco, 448.

Henry VI!., 320, 321.

Henry VIII., 320.

Hepburn (Hebron), Thomas, 241.

Herbaut, M. d\ 226, 237, 212.

Herbert, Mr., 209.
Herbert (Harbert), sir Edward, K i u

^

James's Chancellor, 2sl-5, 409
Herford, Westphalia, Abbess of, is.

Hespcn, M., minister of tlie Duke of

Holstein, 131.

Hesse Cassel, Landgrave of, 0, 182-3,
256, 542,

Hesse Darmstadt, Landgrave of, 18, 57
I letterman, John Henry, plenipotentiary

of the Elector Palatine, 530.
Heusler, General, 10.

Heyde, Baron de, 56,

Higgons or Higgens, George, Tliomas
and Bevill, brothers, 269, 272,
275, 316.

Hildersheim, Bishop of, 525.

Hill :

Abraham, signature of, 151.

Mr. Richard, diplomatist, 59, 77, 90,

153, 244, 302, 309, 312, 366, 368,
371, 112-3.

Hilton, John, 121, 420.

. litter from. 111.

Hobart :

Dr., 113.

Sir Henry, 261.

nobson. Colonel, 04.

Hockerell, 490.

Hocus pocus or TT.iIk, a cipher name
for Methuen (q.v.), 351. 375.

Hoffman, M., 229.

Hogan (Hugan), Hugh, 201, 206, 209,
211, 214-5, 219.

Hohenwart, letter dated at, 433.

Holezbrinck, Mr., 12.

Holland, 5s. 203, 205, 233, 237-8, 241-3,
256 8, 265-7, 273, 277, 283,
286 7, 289, 292-3, 318-9, 328,
331, :'.I5, 348, 350, 352. 355, 364,
367, 369, 37 1, 389, 399, 402, 404,

122 3. 129, 408.

French spies, 4, 33.

Swedish ambassador, 402.
taxation in. 17.

navy ami sea affairs, 5, 6.

Privy Councillors drunk by 3 p.m., 38
Hollingshed, .John, 174.

Holmes, — , a Jacobite, 284, 301.
Ib>lstein :

— , 318.

Duke of, 132, 408.
nolstein-Cottorp, Duke of, 18.

Holstein-Plon, Duke of, Field Marshal of

Holland, 7.

Holt :

— , 4 15.

Lord Chief Justice, 220.

Hoorne, Count, 3.

Hop, Mr., at Copenhagen, 5, 132.

Hopkins :

Ned, 304.
Thomas, 47, 231, 210, 276, 350.

, letter from, 303.

Hopson, Vice-Admiral, 27-8, 30-1.
Home, Mr., Swedish envoy at Vienna, 5.
" Horse," the, a, cipher name, 355-6. 362,

369.

Howard :

, a doctor of physic, 110.

Mr., 154, 385, 387.

Sir Robert, 53, 20 1.

Hudson's Bav Fort (Fort Bourbon), 386,
545, 547.

Hudson's Bay Compauv, 122, 124, 126,

128-9, 131-2, 135, 137, 140, 146-8,

151-2, 155-6, 158, 163-4, 179, 523,

528, 531-3, 537, 540.

, depredations by French, 523.

Hughes :

— , 38, 417.

Father, alias Father James, 40-1.

Huguenots (French Protestants) or

r.lutri.'s, 22, 34, 152, 161-2, 164-
6, 187-8, 221, 233, 235, 23S, 242,

521, 524, 528, 535, 515, 547.

Humble, Captain, 216.
Humis, Mrs., 425.

Hungarv, 0, 10, 11, 69, 70, 82, 143.

King of, 9.

Hungate, — , 239.

Huningue or Hiiningen, on the Rhine,
142, 101.

Huneken (Hunniken), — , minister at
the Hague for Liineburg, 04.

Hurly, Father, 40-1
Huss'ey, Colonel, 206.

Hussy", Mr., 219.

Hutchinson, — , 498.

Hyde, Mr., a Dublin bookseller, 404.

Hyde Park, 349, 364.
Hveres, Isles of, 75.

I

Iberville, M., 523.

Indies, the, 231, 247, 273.

Inglis, Mr., 418, 498.
Inglish, — , a physician, 501.

Ingolstadt, in Bavaria, 433.

Ireland, 2, 96, 110, 112, 114, 116, 118,
122-3, 142, 153-4, 215, 201, 272,
290, 297, 301-2, 318, 342, 356,
361, 368-9, 371, 375, 378, 381, 408,
413, 468, 481.

distraints of corn and hay, 111.

export of grain, 136.

Lords Justices, 114-18, 120-1, 123-4,

120, 130, 1 II, 151, 186, 211, 262,
267, 298-9, 300, 303, 353-4. 357,

367, 377.
, letter from, 379.

, letter to, 378.
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Inland OOfttd,

military fees (list), 1 16.

Papists, 111. L65, 236, 298, 818.
Parliament of, L26, L29, L86, 1 1 1,

L66, 2 IT, 299, :<iiii, 808, 868.
priests exiled, 2 it.

Proclamations, 186.

I>ro(iLs of the office of Chief Secre-
tary, 211.

suppression of friaries, etc., 111.

[reton, Mr.. 54, : i
T » ;

.

Irish exiles or refugees, L62, 194, 206,
221, i-' IT s. 886, 390, 398, I'm.

169, 531, 5.35. 542, 545, 517.
Irishmen, 73, 155, L66, :;:::.

Italy, 4, 12, 49, 57, 77, 82, 84, 88, 119,
258, 316, 318, 322, 372, 407.

English and Irish monks in, 1 96.

Iveagh, Lord, 206.

Jacob (Jacups), Giles, 484, 506.
, letters from, 493, 503.

Jacobites, 18-9, 36, 41, 55, 73, 154, 186,
196, 200, 204, 207, 213, 257, 272,
318-9, 321, 323, 333, 352, 369,
391.

Jacquette, Reine. See Mary of Modena.
James II., 40-1, 55, 72, 74-6, 78, 94,

105, 114, 125, 127-30, 132, 135,
146, 153, 178-9, 189, 190-1,
194-6, 198, 200-2, 204-5, 210,
214-7, 219, 225, 231, 235-6,
239-40, 244, 252, 254-5, 257, 259,
264-5, 271-4, 276-82, 284-5,
287-8, 290-1, 296, 298, 305, 310,
315-6, 319-21, 334, 336, 338, 361,
380, 383-4, 386-7, 390-3, 396-8,
401, 412, 517-8, 532.

, letter to, 2.

, his chancellor. See Herbert.
, his confessor. See Saunders.
, his daughter, 279.
, list of his ministers, 409.
, manifesto by, 105, 114, 122.—— , his queen. See Mary of Modena.
, protestation of, 130-1.

James Francis Edward, " the Pretender,"
the " Prince of Wales," 210, 231,
250, 257, 271-2, 305, 321, 323,
334, 401, 410, 501.

James :

Dr., 416. 424.
Father. See Hughes.
John, Architect, 484.

Jannison,— , 367, 360.
Janssen (Janson), Sir Theodore, Director

of the South Sea Company, 493.
Japan, 76.

Jaquette, la reine. See Mary of Modena.
Jeffreys :

Lord Chancellor, 174.
Parson, 467.

Jenkins, Sir Leoline, 89.
Jennings :

— , 221-2.
, his father, 221. .

Sir William, 283-5, 292, 297.

Jenny Bills Ins In Ivory pails, 1.

Jeoffs. Mr., 138.

Jersey, L60, 419.

Counts - of, 242, 249,
L, 273 !. .: 18, I it. 122.

Bar] of [for earli* r i

Her t, 21 1-5, 224-5, 227,
233

•

"

:-
I 3, 286 9 93, 296 8,

801 2, 804 9, 31 I. 314,
324 81, i

850, 368, 367, :;,

383-5,3111, I

, left.

354, 355, 357,

370, 372-6, 379, 413 21, 424 5.

.letters to, 189, 346-7,
355, 358, 36.3, 368, 370, 379-80,
386, 389, 392, 396-9, 400-2, 404,
421.

, his brother, 415.
Jervas, Charles, letter from, 1.32.

Jesuits, the, 40-1, 323, 334.
Jewel Office or Jewel House, the, 105,

119, 189.

Jimmy, or Jemmy. See Vernon, Jimmy.
Jinny, 453.
John, 463, 482, 487. See also Ellis.

John III., King of Poland, q.v.

John Basiliwitz, Emperor of Russia, 1 19,

181.

Johnson, — , alias Macalaster, q.v.

Alexander, 360.
Johnston :

—, 360, 436.

Secretary, 360.
Joly, and his wife, " Tom's cousin, 374.
Jonathan, 451-2, 455.
Jones, — , 413.
Jordan, Major General, Polish envoy at

Paris, 244.
Joseph I., Emperor (a.D. 1705 to 1711),

as King of the Romans, I. 9, 10,

13.

Josselyn, Colonel, 432.
Jour, M., 76
Joyces, the two, Jesuits, 40-1.
Judges, opinion of the, 30.

Juels, Baron, Danish envov to Sweden, I.

Justices, Lords, 100, 1 10, I 1:2, ! 16, 120,
Ki7-T(i, 172-3, 180/237, 291,
337, 376, 422, 535. rider

Ireland.

, letters to, 1 19, 166.

K
" Kat," a cipher name, 3

Kaunitz (Oaunitz), Com,!. 26, 35, II. 64,
69. 96, 108, 116, 143, 510-11, 51 I,

516-7, 519, 522. 526-7, 52!

536.

, his wife, 35.

Keeper, Lord. See Soiners.
Kelly, Dennis, 272, 292, 301-2, 101.

, letter from, 298.

B—36
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Kenge. See Cange.
Kenock fort, in Flanders, 55-6.

Kensington, 45, 65, 90, 222, 225, 232,

237, 239, 347, 510.

, letters dated at, 76, 232-3, 238,

308, 312, 315-6, 321, 323, 326,

332.

Kenyon, Mr., fellow of St. John's College,

Cambridge, 204.

Keppel, Arnold Joost van, 65, 509.

, letter from, 76.

, letters to, 60, 73, 75, 77.

Kerry, county, in Ireland, 136.

Ketch, Jack, 499.

Ketlesheim, in Alsace, 118.

Kew (Cue), near Richmond, letter dated
at, 487.

Keyes, — , conspirator, 74.

Kick, Abraham, English Consul at

Rotterdam, 15, 21-2, 32. 44.

Kildare, lord, 400.

Killigrew, Harry, 401.

Kimpe, Mr. (i.e., King James II.), 318.

Kingston, Lord, 401.

Kinnoul :

Earl of, 324, 477.

Lady, 477.

Kinsale, in Ireland, 136.

Kinsky (Chinskv), Count of, Chancellor

of Bohemia, 9, 10, 102, 106.

, character of, 11.

Kirby, Mr. Consul, 59.

Kirkcudbright, in Scotland, 222.

Kneller, Sir Godfrey, the painter, 238,

458, 478.

Knight

:

Mr. {i.e., King James II.), 317.

— , treasurer of South Sea Com-
pany, 500.

Knipe, Mr. or Dr., second master of

Westminster School, 423.

, letter to, 22.

Kniphuysen, Count, 347, 349.

Knole, letter dated at, 437.

Knoles, 425.

Knoyle rectory, co. Wilts, 436.
Kocks, Bartholomew, 57.

Kokelberg (Cockleberg), near Brussels,

letters dated at, 122, 124, 129,

140, 143.

Kciln (Cologne), 3, 11, 12, 290, 513.

, Archbishop of, Elector, 11, 18,

45, 69, 201.

Koningsberg, 246.

Konigsegg, Count, vice-Chancellor of

the Empire, 10.

, his son, envoy to Denmark, 11.

, his character and family, 10,

11.

Labadie, Mr., 410.

La Barre, M. de, governor of Canada,
523.

La Fay, —, 281, 283, I I 1.

La Force, Duchess de, 369.

, her son, 369.

Duke de, 492.

La Forest, M. de, 229.

La Garde, — , 406, 411.

La Hogue, in France, 96.

battle of, 19 May, 1692, 210,

291.

Laloe, — , 419, 425.

Lambert, Sir John, Director of the South
Sea Company, 493.

Lancashire, 284.

Landen, Battle of (19 July, 1693), 7.

Langeron, Marquis de, French Com-
mander, 234.

Langlois, Widow, and her daughters, 360.

Languedoc, 234, 249.

Lansdowne, Mary Lady, of Biddeford,

letter from, 458.

Lanyon, — , 39.

Largillieres, Nicolas, painter, 361, 387.

La Rue -•

— , informer, 291-2.
— , a Jesuit preacher, 256.

Major, 291, 295, 297.

Lastof. See Lowestoft.
La Tour, M. de, Envoy from Savoy at

Ryswick, 117, 119, 159, 183, 413.

La Trappe, 240.

Lattens Lodge, 104.

Laureate. See Dryden.
Lauzun or Lausun, Due de, 252-3. 256,

260, 265.

La Varenne, Madame, 350.

Lavarie, Mr., 410.

Law, Mr., 492.

Lawrentz, — , 134.

Lawson :

Lady, 383.

Sir Winfred, 383.

Lawton, — , 505.

Le Bas, — , 347.

Lebel, Antome, painter, 4ti'.i.

Le Cocque, Madame, 369.

Lee, Nathaniel, dramatist, 497.

Leers, the Kamberbewarder, 245.

Leers, of Rotterdam, printer, 178, 429.

Leeuwen, Mr., 236. See Van Leeiiwen.

Lefevre, — , 245.

Lefort, M., Muscovite ambassador, 537.

Legg, Rachel, 283.

Leghorn, Livorne, 432.

letter dated at, 195.

Le Grand, M. See Lorraine, Chevalier de
Leicester, Sir Francis, 204.

Leinster, Duke of, his regiment, 40.

Leith, 401.

Lemel, Captain, 136.

Le Neve, Mr., 261.

LenthaU, Mr., 317.

Lenthe, M., 26.

Leominster, burgess of, 499.

Leopold I., Emperor (a.d. 1658 to 1705),

and the Imperialists, 3, 5, 6, 8-14,

19, 26, 69, 70, 81, 86, 88-9, 91,

107, 113, 142-3, 146, 154, 157-8,

160, 169, 184, 208, 210, 305, 307,

386, 400, 402, 405, 407, 510-11,
520, 526, 529, 542. See also
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Leopold I. in, tttt.

I [ague, Imperial Minister- .1—
, memoir addressed 1". 84.

. personal character, 9.

, his sea 'I bod St ' Ch
L'Escolier, , 309, 316.

Levant, the, 229.

Levasor, M., I IT.

Lever,,,,,, si. Jean, \l.. 383, 392, 395.

Leward, Mr.. 861.
Lewis :

— , 27:; i, 392, 188,

Mr., ins. ill.

i lexington :

Lady, 1 1. 63.

. verses upon, -I !.

Lord, :;!. us, |2, 95, D7, 107, 121,
I.".::. 164, inn, 269.

, letters to. 43, 02, 135, in I.—— , memoir by, 84, 88.

Leyburn. Mr., I In.

Leyden, IT, 1 in, ;i<m, ,'{02.

Liege, 26, 32, 55, 59, 290, 513.
Bishop of, 18, 16, 69.

Liesse, Notre Dame de, 203.
Lille (Lisle), in Flanders, 41.

Lillieroot. ( Lelienrothe).

Madame, ::.">.

Mr. X., Swedish minister at, the
Hague and " mediator " at the
peace of Ryswick, 16, 26, 16, 62,
72, in;:. Lll, 114, 117, 120-1, 130-1,
LIT, L39, 141-3, 158-9, 166, 168,
175-80, 182-4, 213, 510-11.

, signature of, 120, 166.

Lillingstone Dayrell, letter dated at, 227.
Limerick, 272.

Lis, in the Netherlands, 55.

Lisbon, si, 113 14, 379, 417.
French Ambassador at, 220.

Lisle. Sec Lille.

Lister, Doctor Martin, 208, 281, 283,
2s.;, 288, 2n2, 295.

, letter to, 293.
, his wife, 292.

Littleton, Sir Thomas, Speaker of the
Commons, 302.

Liverpool, 206.

Livorne. See Leghorn.
Locke, John, signature of, 151.
Loire, river, 410.

London, letters dated at, 21-2, 24, 53,
260, 121, I Hi, 164.

Stleets. \r. :

Aldersgate Street, 496.
Bedford Low, 7 I.

Bloomsbury Square, 393.
Bromley Street, 1 13.

Bull I lea, I Court, 196, r.06-7.

Candish Square, 175.

Change Ulej (or Exchange Uley),
179, 183, 488-9, 491.

Charing Cross, 501.
, ship Tavern, k99.

Charterhouse School, I in.

i 'ockpit, 65, 1 1:;.

Court of Request, 172.

Crown Court, inn, 251.
• astom House, 399, 17."..

London

—

contd,

Derby Court, burnt down, 110-111.

Dover Street, 452-4, 477, 501, 504

Drury Lane, 1 13.

, Dog Tavern, 387.

Duke's Court. St. Martin's Lane, 11.

Luke street, 134, 186, 140, lis.

450, 163, 457, 167, 170, 487.

Exchangers42.
L\ change Alley. See dbffve, Change

Alley.

Fish Street, 185.

Fish Street Hill, 65.

fleet Street, The Sun, 250,

Garraway's Coffee-House, 39, 285.

Gracechurch Street, The Spread
Eagle, 467.

Holborn, Bear Tavern, 393.

, Three Cups Tavern, 433.

Inner Temple, letter dated at, 33.

Islington, 503.

Jermyn Street, 464.

Jewyn Street, 496, 506-7.

King Street, 255.

Lincoln's Inn Fields, 452-5, 457, 460,

467.

Marybonc, 284, 292.

Newgate prison, 188, 221, 355.

Norfolk Street, 284.

Northumberland House, 428.

Norwich Lane, 250.

Old Bailey, 50, 408,
, Golden Wheatsheaf, 36, 493.

Poland Street, 461.

Pye Corner, 502.

Red Lion Street, 393.

Rolls the, 132.

Rowford's Buildings, 504.

St. Martin's Lane, 41, 284.

Smyrna the, 472.

Somerset House, 273.

Tower, 107.

Vicar's Coffee-House, 285.

London, Bishop of, 282, 17::

London Journal, The, 499.

London, Mr., 475.

Longleat, letter dated at, 439.

Loo, 7, 86, 98, 147, 151-2, 158, 180-3,
259, 273, 278-9, 282, 286-9, 293,

369, 372, 375, 377-9, 401, 415,

417, 424-5, 509, 532, 536-8, 541.

, letters dated at, 87, 148, 156,

164, 166, 169, 170-2, 177, 182,

264, 269-70, 290, 373-4, 377-8,
414, 416-418, 420-1.

Loo, playing at, 210.

Lord Chamberlain, 480.

Lords, House of, appeal court, 481.
Lords Justices. Sec Justices ; also

Ireland.

Lorges, Marcchal de, 69.

Lorraine, 18, 86, 89, 92. 96-8, 101, 510,
528-9, 536.

Chevalier de. Grand Ecuyer, com-
monly called " Moms, le Grand,
2-:; 300. 315, 338, 353.

Duke of, 239, 299, 380, 383, 408.
, his marriage with Mademoiselle

youngest daughter of Philip duke
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Lorraine

—

contd.
of Orleans, 236, 277, 279, 299,
380.

House of, It 2.

Louis XIV., King of France, 33, 63, 73-4,

76,81,84,94,97, 108,128,139, 175,

180, 190-5, 198, 200-1, 205, 208,

210, 212-5, 217-8, 226-7, 229,

235-6, 239, 243-7, 219, 254-9, 262,

270-1, 276-80, 2S2, 2S7-9, 297,

300, 304-5, 307, 315, 317, 329, 332,

347, 351, 362, 368-9, 371, 379-80,
385-6, 389, 399, 402, 405, 411, 466,

514, 517, 530, 536, 542.

, his grandchildren, 306.
Louis, Datiphin of Prance, "Monseigneur,

"

son of Louis XIV., 33, 84, 195,

243, 246-7, 257, 304, 317, 338,

362. •

Louis, Prince. See Baden.
Louvain, 40, 55.

Louvois, M. de, 245, 278.
Abb£ de, 342, 409.

Lowestoft (Lastof), co. Suffolk, 535.

Lowman, Mr., 119, 123, 224.
Lowndes, Mr., 413-4, 416, 418, 420, 422.

Lowther, Sir John, 206.
Lude, Duchess of, 225, 230, 233, 238, 403.

Liineburg, in Germany, 8, 11, 64. See
also Hanover.

Luxemburg, 70, 92-3, 98, 101, 145-7,
153-4, 510, 525-6, 545.

Luxembourg, Due de, marshal of Prance,
33, 45. .

Lynch, Lieutenant Mark, 345-6, 350-2,

354, 357, 359, 362, 365-6, 36S, 372.
, information by, 344.

Lyons :

82, 234, 318, 368, 372, 384, 395.

Agreement of (a.d. 1601), 163.

M
M. and N., 318.

Maas, the river, 5, 6, 30, 51, 55, 94.
Maastricht, 32, 42, 101-2, 290.
Macalaster, — , alias Johnson, 298.
Macartie, Charles, 29.
Macartny, — , 222.
Macdonald, Captain, 413.
Macdonnell, — , 410.
Macdonnell, Captain, 221-2.
Machanes, 426.

Mackarty or Macarty, Blind, 205, 298.
Mackarty, Major, 41.

Mackay or Mackye, Mr., 1 I, 15, 17, 31,
224, 257, 293, 336-7, 408.

, letters from, 398, 400, 412.
, letter to, 17.

Madame. See Orleans, Duchess of.

Mademoiselle, of Chartres. See under
Lorraine, duke of.

Madrid, 177, 232, 258, 270, 538.
letter dated at, 339.
Corregidor of. See Vargas, also

Ronquillo.
Inquisidor General, 341.

Magellan, Straits of, 231.

Maginnis, Captain, 410.
Mahomet, Sultan. See Ahmed II.

Mahometans, two, 426.

Maille, Comtesse de, 363, 369.
Maintenon, Madame de, 196, 201, 203-5,

208, 226-7, 233, 317, 338, 487.
, her niece's marriage, 203, 205.

Mainz, Mayence or Mentz, in Germany,
108.

Archbishop of, Elector, 10, 48,

528.

Major, the. See Foley.
Maleuse, Mademoiselle, 48.

Malt Act, the, 105.

Malta, 325, 432.

Man, Isle of, 412, 468.

Archdeacon of, 412.

Manard. See Maynard.
Manchester :

Earl of, 109, 213, 215, 217, 326.
338, 341-2, 344, 346, 348, 351-5,
357-8, 360-2, 364-7, 369-74, 383-5
388-9, 394, 396. See "Horse."

, letters from, 378-80, 383, 386,
389, 392, 396-7, 399, 401-4, 406,
408, 411, 413, 417, 425, 429.

, letters to, 202, 327.

, his son's christening, 400, 403,
406.

Lady, 388. See Montague, Charles.

Mangey, Dr., 473.

Manley :

De la, letter from, 479.

Isaac, 264.
Manly, Robert, a suspect, 17.

Manners, Mr., 240.
Mansart or Mansard, M., 309, 311-12,

329.

Mansell, Captain, 374, 384-5.

Mantua, Duke of, 385.

Marais, the, 276.

See under Paris.

Maratti, Carlo, painter, 476.

March, Mr., 68.

Margate, 65, 90, 112, 353.

Marillac, M. de, 346.

Marlborough, Lord, 223, 412, 422.

Duke of, 434, 436, 440.

, letters from, 433-4, 436.

Marly, in Prance, 196, 199, 208, 213,

225, 236, 241, 248-9, 258, 277,

312, 315-6, 333, 337, 347, 350,

370, 403.

Marmaude, Mr., 374.

Marocco, — , 389.
Maroquin, a, 393.

Marque, letters of, 173.

Marsan, Count, 282, 338, 353, 358, 364.

Marsden, Christopher, letter from, 412.

Marseilles, 217, 229-30.
Martin, Bedell, 429.

Mary II., Queen, 163.

, letter from, 2.

, death of, 45-50, 53.

Mary of Modena, Queen of James II.,

(" Reine Jacquette ") 195-6, 201,
225, 231, 257, 259, 264-5, 271, 274,
276-7, 281, 288, 297, 311, 315,

334, 380, 409-10.
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Mary, of Modena—contd.

, her jointure, 127 8, L32, I 17-8,

153, L66 168, L64, L66, I

260, 265, 395, 531 2, 534, 586,

546, 648.
Mary, Little. See Villiers.

Maryland, letter from, 149.

Master. See Villiers.

Masy, in Flanders, 5ti.

Maubeuge, on the S;mii'i<-. :!. 147.

Maxwell :

(Maxfleld), famUy, 301, 324.

Sir George, 321 5.

Major Samuel, 389, 392.
May, H„ 122, 185, 211, 224, 227, 261 2,

283-4, 296, 303-4, 358, 367-8,
371, 375, 577-6.

, letters from, 126. L36, I II, L86,

251, 273, 280, 299, 300, 376.
, letters to, 266, 310.

Mayence. See Mainz.
Mayercron. See Meyercron,
Maynard (Manard), Sir John, serjeant

at law, 192, 398.

Mayre or Mayres, — , 397, 400, 1J2.

Mazarin, Cardinal, 258.

Mazarine, Madame, 363-4.

Meaux, bishop of, 256.

Mecheln (Malines), in Brabant, letters

dated at 119, 123.

, Grand Council of, 544,

Mecklenburg family, 48.

Medals, a box of, 6.

Mediterranean, the, 19, 70, 85, 215, 232,
234, 258-9.

Mehaigne, the, river in Flanders, 56.

Meinders, Mr., 8.

Meldert, letter dated at, 436.

Melford :

Lady, 382.
Lord, 194, 208-10, 271-2, 319, 323,

382, 391-2, 398, 412.
Menin, in Flanders, 147.

Menize, — , 361.
Mesmes, (Mesme, Memes) President de,

241, 317, 322, 350.
Methuen (Methwyn) :

John, Lord Chancellor of Ireland,

Ambassador at Lisbon, one of the
Commissioners for Trade, "Hocus-
pocus," 80, 82, 110, 113, 188, 351

,

375, 414, 417.
Paul, letter from, 446.

Metz, 141.

Meudon, in France, 193, 195, 236, 239,
243.

Meuse, the river, 68.

Meyercron (Meyercroon), Madame, 225,
230, 237, 241, 245, 315, 326.

, her daughter's death, 315.

M., 402.

Middleburg, in Zeeland, 72.

Middleton :

Lord, 39, 174, 194, 208-10, 240,
257, 273, 319, 323, 334, 360, 371,

383, 392-3, 398, 409.

Dr. Conyers, 496.

Milan 93, 107. .

letter dated at, I

Milanoia, the, 248.

Millington, Sir Thorn 121.

Minnie, Mr., I

Miremont, Prince, 349.

baniel, journalist, 90, 192.

iell, Admiral sir David, 261, 352.

Mo< i oigo, \I.,-4<*-l-5.

Molesworth, , 13.

Molyneux, Lord, his eldest son, _;7>".

Monmouth, Earl of, LOO, L05, 107.

Monpouillan, Lord, 269.

Mons, in Flanders, 40, L01, 290, 385.

eigneur. Set Louis, the Dauphin.
.Monsieur. See Philip.

Montage, Stephen, 39.

Montagu (Mountagu) :

family, 327.

Charles, chancellor of the Exchequer,
and Lord Treasurer, Lord Halifax.

32, 34, 50, 65, 67, 69, 80, 95, 1 L6,

167, 1S9. 194, 19S, 214, 216, 218,

220, 253, 264, 268, 286, 292, 302,

310, 321, 327, 331-6, 346, 348,

352, 364, 374, 415, 422, 432 : as

Lord Halifax, 445-6, 462, 170.

f
letters from, 443-5, 447.

, letters to, 42, 47, 66-7, 86,

103, 113-14, 117, 125, 192, 204,

209, 215, 249, 259, 314, 326, 342.

, his wife, 43, 286.

Christopher, 264.

Heneage, 216.

Sir James, letters from. 445, 470.

Montdesert, — , 348.

Montgomery, Lord, 188, 198, 324.

, his sister married to Lord
Nithsdale, 324.

MontpeUier, 276, 290, 387.

Montrath, Lord, 110.

Montrose, Lord, 301, 324.

, his governor, 324.

Moore, Arthur, 489.

, his son, 489-90.

Moose River Fort, in Hudson's Bay, 523.

Moravia, 10.

Morell, Dr., 60.

MoreUi, Dr., 351.

Morgan :

Colonel, 235.

Mr., 461.

Morice, — , 371.

Morley :

John, 450, 459, 474, 476-7, 482-5,
488-9, 498, 505-6, 508.

, letter from, 467.

Morloy, — , 336.

Morpeth, Lady, 492.

Moscow, 61, 150.

Mountagu. See Montagu.
Miinster. Treaty of. 86, 88, 92, oil, 544.

MuSCOvy. See Russia.



566

N
Nagle, Sir Richard, 409.

Namur, 3, 5, 56, 58, 60, 62-4, 68, 248,

305, 330.

Nancre, Madame, 350.

Nancy, 299, 307-9, 312.

Nantes, 295.

Naples, 432.

Napper, Captain, 40.

Nassau-Saarbriick, William prince of, 7,

141, 143.

, letter from, 141.

Nassau, Conite de, 223.

Navy Board, 261.

Neal, — , the " projector," 259.

Needham, Dr., 484.

Peter, letter from, 438.

Neerwmden (Neerwinds), 243.

Nelson. See Port Nelson.

Nemours, Duchess of, 182, 393.

Nesmond, Marquis de, French Admiral,

70, 74, 90, 171-2, 175, 234.

Netherlands, the, 500.

Netterville, — , 393.

Neuburg (Newburgh), in Germany,
Court of the Elector Palatine, 8.

Neubourg, House of, 304.

Neuchastell, 392-3.

Neusch, Madame, mistress to the Elector

of Saxony, made Countess of

Ratelitz, 5, 6, 19.

Nevel, in the Low Countries, letter dated
at, 141.

Newburgh, in Germany. See Neuburg.
Newcastle, Duke of, 223.

Newcome, John, 486.

, letter from, 472.

Newfoundland, 139, 157, 171-2.

Newmarket, 206, 208, 338, 426.

letter dated at, 207.

Newspapers. See London Journal ; also

Postboy : also under Paris, Gazette.

Nice (Nizza), in Savoy, 85.

Nieuport, in Flanders, 3, 71, 82.

Nithsdale, Lord, 301, 324, 336-7.

Nizza. See Nice.

Noailles, Due de, his eldest son's mar-
riage, 203, 205.

Nore, the (" the Buoy and Nore "), 48.

Norf or Norff, John Conrad, envoy of fcbe

Elector of Koln at Ryswick, 46, 69,

98, 143, 522.

Norfolk, 33, 261.

Normanby, Lord, 476.

Normandy, 96-7.

Norris, — , 432.

Norris, Captain, 171.

Norway, 5.

Nosworthy, Mr., alias Powel, 398, 413.

Nottingham, Daniel Finch earl of, 25.

, countersign by, 2.

Nourse (Nurse), Dr. Peter, 424, 426, 428,

432.

, letter from, 411.

Nunez, river, in Africa, 139.

Nuremberg, Recess of, 88.

Nurse, Dr. See Nourse.

Nymegen (Nimeguen, Nimegue), 101-2,

147. CS
Treatv of (1679), between France and

the' Emperor, 9, 11, 83, 87, 89,

91-2, 95, 98, 100, 111, 113, 121,

132, 134, 142, 389, 511-12, 515-7,

519-20, 529, 543.

, books of correspondence, 121.

O'Bryan, — , 373-4, 393, 400.

Odyck, M. d', 6, 64, 72, 212, 235,

244, 254, 264, 266, 271, 273-4,
276-7.

Ogilvie, Sir James, Scottish Secretary,

206, 222.

Oglethorp :

— , and his wife, 188.

Lady, 36-7.

Olderson, — , 212.

Oldfield, Mrs., 480.

Oliva, Treaty of, 399, 404.

Ollinda, 38.

Olmond, M.d'., French naval com-
mander, 523.

O'Neal, Charles, 236.

Onslow, Sir Richard, his son at the

Hague, 120, 537.

Opera, Mile Florence de 1', 209.

Orange

:

Principality of, 127, 129, 135, 137,

182, 230, 270, 301, 313, 386, 519,

533-4, 543-4, 547.

Bishop and canons of, 270, 279.

commandant of, 270.

Protestants in, 544.

the " four ministers," 162, 166,

534-5.

statement of William III.'s claims,

543.

Orford, Lord (for earlier references

see Russell), 281, 293, 485, 535.

Orli'ans, 324, 410.

Duke of. See Philip.

Duchess of (" Madame "), wife of

the preceding, 195, 201, 209, 231,

258, 277.

, her claim in the Palatinate,

182, 542.

Ormond, Duke of, 338, 422, 425 (
" his

Grace "), 441.

Oropesa, Conde de, 339-41.
Orpine (i.e., William III.), 317-8, 395.

Orrery, Lady, 38.

Ossory, Earl of, 296.

Ostend, in Flanders, 3, 73, 82, 108, 366.

Ottingen, Count, President of the Aulic

Council at Vienna, 10.

, character of, 14.

Otway :

Dr., 496.

Thomas, the dramatist, 497.

Oudenarde, in Flanders, 55, 529.

Ousley, Brigadier, 198.

Ouverkerk, M., 269.

Oventon or Ovinton or Ovington, —

,

458-9.
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Oxenden, Dr., 428.

Oxenstiern, Count, Swedish Ambassador,
6. 16. 111.

Oxford :

Countess of, 450-1, 457, 170, 192.

Earl of (Robert Barley), I Hi, | is,

450-1, 163, 465, 167, 159-61, 163-4,

468, 470, 473, 476-6, 178, I

491, 496, 498.

, letter from, 111.

, letters to, 470, 491, 507.
Oxford verses, 422.

Pack, Richardson, letters from, 464, 482.

Padmore. See Podmore.
Pagett :

Lord, 63, 109.

— , 15.

Painters and painting, 110.

Pajot, M. L<k>n, Parmer-general of the
French Post Office, 207, 242, 286,
363, 373.

Palatinate, the, 182, 304, 541.
, Madame's claim, 182.

Palatine :

Elector, 12, 45, 55-7, 69, 70, 183-4,
527, 530, 541-2.

Philip William of Neuburg, Elector
Palatine (died in 1690), 8.

Palmquist (Palmequist), — , Swedish
envoy to France, 232, 235, 247,
399, 402.

Palmer, — , 118.

Paper Office, the, 168.

Papists, 14, 15, 41, 144, 163, 183, 190,
228-9, 240, 247, 272, 284-5, 291,
318, 323-4, 398-9, 437.

at the chapels of the foreign ambas-
sadors, 227-9, 233.

Parella, Marquis of, 11.

Paris, 33, 57, 75-6, 90, 102, 106, 121, 180,
190, 198, 201, 204, 219, 223-4, 226,
233, 249, 255, 258, 260-1, 274, 286,
290, 296, 301-2, 337, 344, 354-5,
363, 372, 373-5, 392-3, 398, 432,
469-70, 542.

letters dated at, 189, 191-6, 200-5,
208-11, 213, 215, 217, 225, 229,
233, 239, 242-3, 247-51, 253-4,
256, 258-9, 261-3, 265-6, 268, 270,
272-7, 279, 282, 284-6, 288, 293,
295-7, 299: 300-1, 303-4, 306-7,
313-4, 316-8, 324-31, 333, 336,
338, 342-3, 346-7, 350, 355, 358,
366, 368; 370, 378-80, 383-4,
386-9, 392, 395-7, 399, 401-4, 406,
408, 411-3, 417, 425, 429, 461.

Academy des Beaux FJsprits, 200.
Arsenal, 384.
Bastille, 243-4, 246, 359, 365, 370,*

385.

Com&lie, 328.
Cours de la Reine, 225, 328.
Faubourg St. Germains, 297, 328.
Gazettes and newspapers, " Present

Paris —contd.

8tate »i France," :;'.», .".«•, 200, 256,
litis, 382, 316, 394.

ernor <>f, 382.
in b bou •

. 2 hi.

b pii--.st.-, 247.
Isle, 286.
Kin- Benry'a statue, 286.
Louvrf, 'AA2.

Dlarais, 348.
Marionettes, 265.
Notre Dame church, 286.
Pont Neuf, 286, 332.

, statue of Henry IV., 332.
President de, 33.

Rue de la Ilarpe, 383, 391.

Rue St. Honored 315.
Sorbonne, 214.
Tuilerics, "Tuilliers," 251, 328.
University, rector of, oration by, 214.
Archbishop of, 247-8.

Parker :

— , a Jacobite, 209-10, 295.

Sir Philip, 440-1.
Parliament ("St. Stephen's Chapel"), 3, 36,

67-8, 81-2, 93, 96-8, 100, 102-3,

105, 107, 108, 110, 156, 166, 194,

204, 214, 222, 230, 232-3, 241,

244, 253, 302-3, 313-7, 319-21,
323-6, 331-3, 355, 357, 369, 403,

408, 414, 417-8, 423-4, 426-7,
430-1, 437, 439, 450, 474, 495,

498, 500, 532, 535.

elections, 310.

Lords and Commons, 107, 109.

Parma, Prince of, 256.

Parnham, Caleb, of St. John's College,

Cambridge, 473.
, letter from, 486.

Parrv, — , 398, 410.

Partition Treaties, 248, 293, 305, 405-8.
Pask, — , 490.

Paston, Lord, his creditors, 225, 233.

Paulet, Lord, 455.
Payzant, M., 283, 350.

Peanman, — , 44.

Peg, John, 18.

Pelham, Mr., of the Treasury, 112.

Pembroke, Earl of, Lord Privy Seal, 86,

98-9, 104, 108-9, 118, 126-8, 131,

153, 158, 164, 166, 168-71, 174-83,

187, 266, 509-10, 512, 516-9, 522,
524-8, 531, 533-5, 537, 539, 541.

, letters from, 20, 53, 126-7, 131-

2, 145, 155, 163, 166.

, letters to, 5, 8, 17, 102, 107,

126, 129, 167, 277.

Penn, William or Sir William, the
Quaker, 128, 440-2.

Pensioner, the. See Heinsius.

Penzance, co. Cornwall, 220.

Pepys, Mr., 254, 256, 261.

, his nephew, 254, 256, 261.

Peraut or Perauld, Peter, 355, 361-2,

369, 374, 387.

Perkyns, Sir William, 78.

Persia, 150.

Perth, Lord, and his Lady, 231, 257,
271-2, 410.
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Peru, 231.

Peter the Great, Czar of Russia, 147-51,
153-5, 157, 161, 170, 195, 532.

Peterborough, Earl of, 107.

Peters, — , 401.

Father, 401.

Petworth, co. Sussex letter dated at, 409.
Philip I., duke of Orleans, brother of

Louis XXV. ('" Monsieur "), 33,

82, 193, 195, 201, 209, 212, 223,
L, 243, 246, 256-8, 277, 299,

300.

Philip, duke of Chartrcs, son of the pre-
ceding, afterwards Philip II., duke
of Orleans and regent of Prance,
I!).'!, 209, 257.

Philip of Venddme. See Grand Prieur.
Philippe ville, in Flanders, 5, 68.
Philips, Ambrose, 491.
Philipsburg, on the Rhine, 25, 142, 528.
Picardy, 526.

regiment of, 401.

Pictures, 62, 330. See Rigaud.
Piedmont, 8, 19, 55, 96-7, 234.
Pigault, M., 194, 197, 232.
Pignerol, in Piedmont, 7, 85, 505.
Pinnenberg, Treaty of, 404.
Pirates, 217, 219, 221-2.
Pisa, 290.

Pizani, — , 348.
Plate, 119, 123.

Act touching making of, 105.
Plessen, M. de, Danish Envoy at Ryswick,

57, 81, 96, 521.
Phttersdorf (Plettersdorff ), Baron, pleni-

potentiary for Baden, 530.
Ployden, Mr., 410.
Plymouth, 219.
Podmore or Padmore (Padmer), Arthur,

133, 136, 1S6.

, letters from, 122, 211.
, letter to, 143.

Pointis, Baron de, French Admiral, 96,
100-2, 134, 140, 163.

Poissy Abbey, in France, 236, 279.
Poitiers, 82, 256.
Poitou, 234.
Poland, 161, 201, 298, 404.

Frederic Augustus, Elector of
Saxony, chosen king of, 133-5,
137-8, 140, 161, 244, 399, 400,
402, 520.

John III., King of, 45.
, letter from, 2.

Princess of, marries the Elector of
Bavaria, 45.

Polesworth, Sir Humphrey, 482.
I '"ley or Pooley, Mr., 35, 52.
Polland, General, 11.

Pom pone or Pomponne, M. de, 121,
200-1, 214, 229-30, 246-8, 253,
270-1, 299, 347, 350-1, 359, 363,
365, 370, 372-3, 514.

. his daughter, 201.
Pontchartrain, Comte de, French Min-

ister, 201, 204, 214, 217, 243, 261,
286, 289, 330, 342, 344, 346-7, 359,
361, 386, 389, 514.

, letter from, 217.

Pontoise nunnery, 324.

Pooley. See Poley.

Pope, the (Innocent XII.), 9, 270, 318,
391, 405, 432.

Pope, Alexander, the poet, 482, 498.

Popery, 2, 317, 320.

Poretanus, Gilbert, Bishop of Poitiers,

heresy of, 256.

Porte, the. See Turkey.

Porter :

— , 78.

George, 29.

James, 409.

Portland :

William Bentinck, Earl of, " the
swager," (i.e. Jersey's brother-
in-law), 32, 34-5, 47, 53, 58-9,
71, 84, 134-5, 137-40, 142-145,
156-62, 162, 179, 185, 187, 190-1,
193-4, 196-7, 200-5, 207, 209,
211-7, 219, 224, 226-8, 230, 237,
249-50, 254, 256-7, 260, 262-3,
266-9, 273, 275, 301, 305, 307,
312-3, 317, 322, 328, 342, 346-
53, 355, 359, 364, 369, 378, 418-9,
421-2, 424, 509, 521, 524-6, 532.

, letters from, 223, 232-3, 238,
264, 270, 273, 281, 290, 308, 312,
315-6, 321, 323, 326, 332, 341, 349.

, letters to, 35, 63, 73, 187, 207,
217, 222, 225, 229, 233, 239, 243,
245, 247-8, 254, 263, 265, 271,
274, 276, 279, 282, 284, 296, 299,
300, 306, 310, 313-4, 316-8, 324-5,
328, 331, 333, 336, 338,343, 352,
366.

Portlock, Ben, 388, 423.
, letters to, 58, 60.

Port Louis, in France, 75, 215, 231.
Port Nelson, in Hudson's Bay, 523, 545.

Portsmouth, 344, 409.

Portsmouth, Duchess of, 225, 252, 317,
353.

Portugal, 81-2, 110, 113, 207, 220, 389,
413-4, 416-7.

Postboy, The, 250, 304, 496.

Postmaster-General, 373.
, letters from, 207, 242, 363.

Post Office, the, 415.

Poultney, Mr., clerk of the Council in

Ireland, 367.
Povey, — , 348.

Powel, — , alias Nosworthy, 398.

Powers, Colonel, 327.

Powis, Marquis of, 398.
Powys, Richard, 33,39, 69, 104, 204, 209,

253, 268, 293-4, 299, 300, 303,

322, 345, 350, 376, 420, 425.

, letters from, 50-1, 53, 62, 65-6,

77, 79, 80, 97, 105, 118, 107, 189,

194, 199, 224, 238, 250, 255, 251.

264, 292, 309, 314, 321, 330, 334.
, letters to, 95, 123.

Preaching, a sermon by La Rue, 256.

Prendergast, Lady, 481.

Prescott, letter dated at, 412.

Provost, — , a canon of Orange, 270,

Price, Captain, 108.
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Prince :

the. See Baden ; uIxd ( •

.M. le. See Oonde.
Princess :

the. See Savoy,
the, 451, 487.

" Princess of England," daughter of

Mary of Modena, 2151.

Pringle, — , deputy secretary oi Scotland,
191.

Prior :

Jonathan, 444.

Mrs. Katharine, letter to, 1.

Matthew, letters fromand to, passim.
, his aunt, 86, 123, 330.
, his mother the Dutch liaker

in King's Street, 255.
, his uncle, letter <<>, I.

, his ballad on the taking <>f

Namur, 64.

, verses to Lord Dorset, 20-1
;

on the treatment of foreign ships,

31 : to Lord Lexington, II ; 1<>

Viscount Townshend, 185 .• on
Mezeray, 202 ; to Lady Margaret
Cavendish Harley, 481.

Madam or Mrs., 53, 62, 119, 123,

189, 199.

, her daughter Villiers, 62.

Privy Council, the, 135.

Privy Seal, the, 417-9, 426.

Privy Seal, Lord. See Pembroke.
Proctor, Monsieur, 383, 391.
Protestantism, 518, 542.

Provence, 234, 249.

Prussia, 211.
" Puggies," the family, 347-8, 357.
Pulteney, Daniel, 84.

Punch, drinking of, 45.

Purcell, Harry, the composer, 67.

Pyrenees, Treaty of the, 133-4, 258, 407,
515, 529.

' Pw£dvi] and Srarcipa, 215.

Quakers, 440-2.
Quare, — , watchmaker, 350.

Queen Dowager (Catherine of Braganza),
415.

Queenborough, Lord, 395.

Quiros, Don, Envoy at Ryswick, 92-3,

96, 106, 111, 113, 424, 514, 519,
529, 536.

Fw, — , 401.

Raby, Lord, 232, 269.
Ramillies, victory of, 434.
Ramsay (Ramsey), Mrs., 435.

Alexander, son of the Bishop of

Ross, 244.
Major General, 390.

Ratcliff, Dr., 110, 112.

Ratelitz, Counteaf of. 8et Neusch.
Ratisbon, Beat oi the German Diet, 6,

16, 88, 12, 17. 19, 51 I. 56 7. 59,
til 8, 66.

Ratzeburg in Mecklenburg, fortification

of, 7, 8.

Ray, . 397.

Reay, Lord, 261. 294.

Reid, William, shipmasb . 398, 101.

Renaud or Renault. Sir ( h.Vteau Re-
naud.

Renaudot, Abbe, "the Gazettier," 244,
268-!>. 281 3.

Rheims, Archbishop of, 342, 403
Rheinfels (Rhinsfeld, Rhinfels), fort

of, 3, L82 3, 512.

Rhine, the river, 3, 6, 7. 25. 55, 69, 7n,

96 7. ms. L35, 536.

Electors of the, I 16 7, 158, 526.
Kicaut. See Rigaud.
Rice, -— , an Irishman, 40.

Rich, Sir Robert, 352.

Richard, 185. See Shelton, Dick.
Richards, Colonel, 387.

Richardson :

— , one of the assassinators, 387,
397.

Dr., of Cambridge, 12 1.

Jonathan, the painter, 454, 463,
170, 479n.

Richelieu :

Cardinal, 2.

Duchess of, 252.
Marchioness of, 301.

Richmond, 239, 487.

Rigaud (Rygault, Riqcaut), Hyacinthe
painter, 25:;. 264, 266, 269, 276,
309, 31 1-12, 315, 325, 330, 362.
383, 387, 406, 411.

Rigmaden, — , 15.

Riqcaut. See Rigaud.
Riskins, 458, 486.

letter dated at, 18(i.

Roberts, Edward, a Jacobite, 36-7, 39,
40, 42.

Robethon, John, Lord Portland's secre-
tary, 202.

letter from, 312.

Robinson :

Captain, 15, 57.

Mr., 69, 72.

Roche, Francis and Patrick, 14.

Rochefort or Rochfort, in Prance, 75,
102, 231.

Rochelle, 91, 100, .244, 247.
Rochester, 473.

Bishop of. See Atterbury.
Roger, the Earl of Manchester's ser-

vant, 406, 408.

Rogers, William, 250.

Roman Catholics. See Papists.

Romans, King of the. See Joseph T.

Queen of the, 386.

Rome, 195, 290, 323, 395.

letter dated at, 432.

Ambassador, French, at, 405.
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Romnev (Rumney), Lord, 84, 104, 225,

367, 376, 413, 535.

Ronquillo, Don Francisco, corregidor of

.Madrid, 339-40.

Rooke, Admiral Sir George, 64. 69, 70,

352.

Rookwood, — , 400.

Roosbeeck, beside Tirlemont, !_!•»-

Ross, Bishop of, of Scotland, 244.

Ross, — , a Jacobite, 301.

Rotier, Mr., engraver, 100.

Rotterdam, 1, 17, 19, 21, 26, 31, 40-1,

43, 55, 72, 162, 178, 376, 429.

Rouci La Rochefoucauld (Roussy), Comte
de, 274, 237.

Rouen, 337, 389, 391, 401, 410.

letter dated at, 468.

Rouse, — , 397.

Rousseau, M., 396.

Rowley, Mr., 84, 89, 111, 350.

Roxalana, 208.

Royal Society, 291, 294.

Etoyaumont, in Prance, 353.

Royston, 448, 460.

Rue. See La Rue.
Rupert fort, in Hudson's Bay, 523.

Rushout, Sir James, Bart., 109, 113.

Russell :

Admiral (for later references see

Orford, I/srd), 73, 107.

Lady, 281.

Russia (Muscovy), 148-51, 153, 155, 157,

159, 160, 172, 181, 408, 531.

Czar of, see John Basiliwitz,

Teodore Juanowitz and Peter the
Great.

Russia Merchants, the, 148-9.
Rycaut, Sir Paul, 4, 72, 188.

, letter from, 106.

, letter to, 87.

Rye, co. Sussex, 221.

Rymer, Thomas, the historiographer,

174, 433.

Ryswiek, in Holland, 102, 114-15, 117,
119-20, 130, 134-5, 137-8, 140,
142-4, 151, 154, 157, 170, 173,

177, 183, 303.

letter dated at, 166, 183.

Treaty of, 87-8, 161, 163, 165-6,
167, 201, 203, 213-4, 273, 305,
508-48.

—draft, 131.

—journal of, 508.

—regulations and ceremonies, 120.
—secret article, 165.

Dutch delegates, 122, 125, 127-9,
131, 135, 137, 141, 144, 166, 177,
512, 517-8, 521, 525, 527-9, 532-9,
541-3, 545.

, conference with the French,
545.

English delegates. See Pembroke,
Villiers and Williamson.

French delegates, 125-30, 133-4,
137, 141, 146-7, 153, 157, 163-4,
166, 168, 170-2, 175-6, 179-83,
213.

Saarbruck. See Nassau.
Sacheverell, Dr., 449, 508.
Safflg, Baron, plenipotentiary for Treves,

164, 530.

St. Andrei Abbess of, 270.
St. Brigides, in Piedmont, 7.

St. Christopher's, in America, 126, 139,
157.

St. Cloud (St. Clou), in France, 201, 231,
257-9, 353.

St. Empire, Marquisate, 526.
St. Evremond, — , letter from, 260.
St. Germain, in France, 39, 55, 189,

193-4, 200, 203-5, 208-10, 217,
235-6, 238-9, 240-1, 244-5, 252-4.
263, 265, 267, 270, 272-3, 275,
277-8, 282, 284-5, 288-9, 295-8,
301, 307, 310, 312, 314-6, 319,
321-4, 326, 329, 336-7, 347, 360-1

,

369, 374, 378, 383, 386-7, 390,
392, 396, 398, 400, 403, 408, 411,
413, 417.

letter dated at, 290.
St. Jean, l'evecque. See L'Evecque.
St. John, Henry, letter from, 441.
St. John's, in Newfoundland, 171.

St. Malo, 75, 96, 107, 216-7, 221, 259
361.

St. Maurice, Marquis or Comte, 346, 351,
353, 357, 365, 406.

St. Omer, 240, 399, 400.
Saintoste or Saintdt, M., 244, 246,

252, 271, 281, 294.
St. Paul, — , 296.
St. Tron, in Flanders, 26.
St. Valerv (Valeries), in France, 401..

Salibai, M., 389.
Salieaux, — , 276.
Salisbury :

letter dated at, 6.

Bishop of. See Burnet, G.
Lady, 395, 432.

Sallee pirates (Sally men), 215, 232, 234,
238.

Salm or Salmes, Prince of, tutor to the
King of the Romans, 10.

, character of, 13.

Sambre, the river, 68.

Sanders, — , 40.

Sanderson, Robert, letter from, 433.

Sandwich, co. Kent, 221.

Elizabeth countess of, 351, 353-4,
356, 358, 372.

, letter from, 479.

Lord, 356, 364, 372.
Sanfrc5

, Count, Chamberlain to the
Elector of Bavaria, 41.

Sasse, Mynheer, secretary to the Admi-
ralty of the Maas, 16, 31.

Saunders, — , King James's confessor,

239-40, 381, 391-3.
Savoy, 11.

Duke of, 7, 19, 82, 85, 119, 200,
413, 532-3.

Princess of, 82, 84.
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Saxony, 55, 69.

John George, Elector of (died 27
April, 1694), 12, 19, 20.

, his countess, 20.

, joins alliance a| linst France
l. 5, 6.

, his mistress. Set Neusch.
Frederick. Augustus, Kin-tor ul.

brother of the preceding, 20, l">.

57, 68, 133, Hi |.

, chosen King of Poland, 133-5,

137, 140, 161-2.

Sayers, — , 415, 425.

Scarborough, 473.

Scheldt, the, 55.

Schellenberg, in Bavaria, 433.

Schenecstedy, in Hudson's Bay, 524.

Schenkenschanz (Skinkenskense), near
Cleves, 508.

Scheveling, 55.

Schmettau, M., Prussian plenipotenti

ary at Ryswick, 62, 518, 524, 542.

, memoir by, 87.

Scholar, the. See L'Escolier.

Schomburg (Schonburg), Duke, 152,245,
528.

Schonborn (Schonbourn), Baron, 143,

522.

Schonenberg, " business " of, 227, 235.

Schonhoven, in Holland, 28.

Schoning, General, 12, 19, 55.

Schrottenberg, M., envoy at Ryswick,
520. .

Schuylemberg, Mr., 90.

Schweinfurt (Swinfurt, Sbwinfert, Swin-
ford), Mr., 21, 38, 57, 153, 182,

298, 314, 321, 330, 355, 410, 535.

, letter from, 350.

Scotland, 222, 242, 317-8, 468.

inclusion in the Treaty of Ryswick,
118.

Highlands of, 336.

Parliament, 412, 418-9.

Secretary of, 245, 337.

Scottish East India Company, 87, 106.

Scudamore, — , 452.

Scudamorian grape, 491.

Seafield, Lord, 412.

Seaman, Mr., an artist, 458.

Secretary of State, 72, 126, 138. See
also Trenchard, Trumbull, Vernon,
etc.

Seilern (Zeiler), M., envoy at Ryswick,
116,512, 516,519.

Selkirk, Lord, 269, 336.

Seneffe, in Flanders, 56.

Serelion river, in Africa, 139.

Seward, Mr., 346.

Seymour :

Sir Edw., 302.

Portman, 499.

Shadwell, Mr., chaplain, 437.

Shaw :

Grace, letter from, 443.

Mr., of the Exchequer, 53.

— , physician at Brussels, 40.

Dr., 436.

William, 442.

, letter from, 443.

Shelden, Madam, "i the EDnglisfa nuni
in Brussels, 1 1

.

Shelton <>/• Sheldon, Dick, Richard,"
145, 148, 1. 1, 157, 159,

165, 167 8, 17 1 7. 181, i-

188 90, 192 3, 500, 503 6.

, postcript i>\ , 160.

Shepherd, Sir Fleetwood, 26 8 3 -. 64 5,

80, 208»S61.
Sherlock, Dr., 18.

.Mrs., is.

Sherrar.l, Dr., 185, 384.
Mrs., 387.

Ships :

Alexander, 224.

Cambridge, 188.

Catherine yacht, 'I'-'.Z.

Centurion, 73 1, 535.

( 'heval Blanc, 259.

Churchill, 523.

Diamond, frigate, 72.

Dolphin, 2!», .'{<•.

Guirlande, 15.

Hayes, 523.

Husband, 523.

L'Amerique, 217.

Lemeltc, 220.

Mary, yacht, 68, 104.

Mary, sloop, 210-8.
Medway, frigate, 136.

Mercury, 136.

Pontcharlrain, 136.

Richard, 217.

Rotterdam, 30.

Shreicsbury, 217.

Young, 523.

bomb vessels, 51, 55.

Dantzic, 373, 402.

Dutch navy and ships, 28-9, 30-1,
34, 55, 72, 82, 85, 107, 139-40.

, herring fleet, 33.

, privateers, 28.

, transports, 81.

English, lost on the coast of Holland,
16.

, navies, 27, 69, 70, 75, 85,
94, 139-40, 254, 344, 531, 535.

, sold in Brittany, 346.
, taken on the coast of Guinea,

381, 383, 386. 389, 398.
, Virginia Fleet, 110.

French, 219-22, 531, 535.
, Capers, 5.

, fleets, 19, 68-71, 73, 74-5,
90, 96, 98, 100-2, 110, 161, 163,
171, 215, 231-2, 234, 238, 2)1,
258, 263, 385, 399.

, galleys, 188, 221, 230, 234,
247, 347, 361, 524.

, privateers, 70, 75,-6 10), 107,
217, 220, 298, :: I I.

Hollanders, 16.

Portugal fleet, 110.

Portuguese, 188.

Scotch, 401.

Spanish fleets and galleons, 90,
100-1, 110.

Swedish, 6, 10.

Shirly, — , 284.
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Shovel (Showell), Sir Clowdislev, Admiral,
102, 184.

Shrewsbury, Duchess of, 487.

Duke "of, 17, 21-2, 24-5, 28, 32-3,
35, 37, 39, 43, 45, 47-9, 52, 65-6,
71, 78, 84, 87, 89, 91, 93, 101,
109-13, 120-1, 185, 206, 245, 248,
267, 296-7, 301. 303-4, 331, 509.

, letter from, 28, 30, 33, 45, 207.
, letters to, 27, 30, 34-5, 44,

46, 51, 91.

Silesia, 10.

Simpson, William, Cursitor Baron of

Exchequer, 421.
" .Sincerity," a cipher name, 420.

Skelton, Colonel, 382.

Skeltus, — , 90.

Skinner, Mrs., 350.

Slane (Slaine), Lord, 311.

Sluys, 72.

Smaldridge, — , 423.

Smith :

, an informer, 109.

Mr., 32, 403, 116.

Mrs., 95.

Aaron, 58.

Mr. Dean, 181.

Smuggling, 220.

Smythe, W., letter from, 33.

Snolski, Baron, Swedish envoy at
Ryswick, 530.

Soestdyke (Sousdyke) in Holland, 161,

420, 531.

letter dated at, 160.

Soignies, letter dated at, 436.
Soissons, Thomas de Savoye, Comte de,

119, 159, 162.

, letter from, 159.

Soldiers, sick and wounded, 14-16.
Solyman. See Turkey.
Soke or Sokes, Comte de la, 544.

Soke, Countess de, 241.

S^mers, — , Lord Keeper, 112-13, 408.
Somerset, Duke of, 406, 411, 422, 427-8.

, letters from, 409.

Somerville, James, 56, 58-9, 62.

Sorgvliet, the labyrinth of, 331.

Southampton, 436.

Southern, Tom, dramatist, 476-7.
South Sea, the, 231, 244, 247.
South Sea Bubble, 488-90, 493, 498, 505.
Southwel, — , 348.
Southwell, Edward, letter from, 437.
Spain, 19, 85, 88, 113, 147, 159, 176,-7

202, 207, 227, 231, 234, 247-8,
287, 289, 294, 313-5, 317, 370,
377, 380, 382, 384, 386, 407, 417,
424, 446, 463, 526, 529.

Admkal of, 339-41.
Ambassadors, French, to, 232.
Council of Castile, 208, 210, 246,

258, 341.
King of. See Charles II.

Queen of, Maria Anna ol Neuburg,
86, 304, 340, 386.

Spanheim, M., 399.
Spanish officer, a, 19.

Spenser, Young, 470.

Squerries (Squirres), in Westerham, co.
Kent, 414-5, 417-21.

, letter dated at, 379.
Squinney, 414.

Squke, the, 461. See Caesar.
Stafford :

Lord, 41, 194, 198, 202.
Lady, daughter of Count Gram-
mont, 200, 202.

three persons of that name, 198.
Frank, 360, 410.

John, 410.

Stahremberg :

Count, the Emperor's War Minister
10, 13.

, his character and children, 13.

, his son, envoy in Sweden, 13.

Stak, Earl of, 447.
Stamford, co. Lincoln, 253.
Stamp Act, 30.

Stanhope, — , 441, 461.
Stanhope

:

Alexander, 203, 380, 402.
, letter from, 339.
, letter to, 205.

Colonel, 226, 233, 241, 384, 388.
, his father, 384, 388.

Hugh, 504.
, letter from, 501.

James, first Earl Stanhope, 205, 501.
, letter from, 447.

Stanyan (Stannion), Abraham, 109, 327,
336, 344, 346, 348, 350-5, 357, 360,
362, 364-6, 374, 378, 396, 403, 406.
418.

, letters from, 379, 383-4, 387-9,
395-6, 406, 411-2.

, letter to, 393.
John, 379.

, his son at Lisbon, 379.
Staremberg (Starrenburg), Mademoiselle

de, 316, 322, 325-6.
Start Point, co. Devon, 110.

States General, passim.
, letter to, 2.

Stein, Baron, envoy at Ryswick, 520.
Steinberg, Baron, envoy at Ryswick. 526.
Stephens, Robert, 342.
Stepney :

George, 15, 24, 32, 35, 43, 45,
48, 56-7, 59, 63, 66, 68-70, 76,
125, 133, 153, 157-8, 162, 189,
199, 200, 211, 246, 293, 298.
334-5, 351, 356, 365, 387, 373,
376, 403, 423, 429.

, letter from, 8.

, letter to, 37.

Mrs., brother of George, 334.
Sternberg, Count, Lieutenant General of

Saxony, 5.

Steward, my lord, 227.
Stock, Mr., 211.

Stockholm, 16, 61, 205.
Stock-jobbing, 103.

Storer, — , 63, 79.

Stow, Colonel, 391-3.
, letter to, 381.

Stourbridge (Sturbridge) Fak, 489.
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Strafford, Earl of, (executed In 1012), 448.
Earl of (a.d. 1717). IIS.

Strange, Lord, 300, 302, 358.
, his father, 300.

Strasburg, 81, 92, ns, LOO, 112. 117,

153, 157-00, it! |, '.hi, 526, 529 30
536, 642.

Stratford, — , 490.
Stratman, Count, Hi.- Emperor's Chan-

cellor, 8-13.
, his character and children, 12.

('mint, envoy a) Etvswick, 106 7.

516, 519.

Stretton Island, in Hudson's Bay, 52:;.

Strickland, Robert, 409.
Stutenberg, Count, Governor of Styria,

12.

Styria, 10, 12.

Suabia, circle of, 70, 142, L64.

Suasso or Swasso, — , 325-6.
Sudburv, co. Suffolk, 467.
Suffolk," 33, 435.

Sunderland, Lady, 400.
Lord, Lord Chamberlain, 110, 112,

115-17, 174, 371, 411, 421-2, 437,
464, 535.

, letters to, 115, 134.

Susa (Suze), in Piedmont, 85.

Sutherland , Captain , 10 1

.

Sutton, Mr., 135.

Suze. See Susa.
'" Swager," the. See Portland, earl of.

Sweden, 4, 5, 13. 14, 15, 16, 21, 43, 47,

49 ("the North"), 69, 72, 77,

289, 303, 318, 399. .

convention with Holland, 21.

French Ambassador to, 245.
King of, 530. See Charles, also

Frederic.
Princess of, to marry the King of

the Romans, 4.

Swift, Jonathan, letters from, 464, 478, 481.
Swinborn, — , a Jesuit, 41.

Swinfurt or Swinford. See Schweinfurt.
Swi^s (Switzers), 34, 72.

Switzerland, 42, 70, 161, 163, 212.
Protestant cantons, 7U.

T
Talbot, Mr. J., 409.

, letter to, 342, 422.
, letter from, 426.

Tallard :

Count, French Ambassador, 193,
200, 214, 219, 222-3, 225, 227-9,
233. 235, 237, 242, 245, 2 17. 251,
258, 299, 300-3, 313, 331, ,;I7,

352, 355, 362, 370, 372, 375, 380,
384, 395, 405, 413, 429.

, discourse with, 222.
Tally-mongers, 103.

Tambenau, or Tamboneau, M., 346, 358,
364, 369.

Tankervillc, [Earl of], 237, 348, 352, 117.

419.

, signature of, 151.
Tar, a new preparation of, 259, 261.

Tarragona (Terragone), in Spain, 529.
Tavistock, Lord, 384 ". :<S7.

Tea, 22;"., 230, 2:!:<, 288.
Temeswar, in Hungary, 82.

Teniers, tie- painter, 21.

Tenison, Thomas, Archbishop of >

terbury, 100, 281, LIS, 585.
Teodore .iuanu>wt/., Emperor of Russia,

l 19.

Terragone. See Tarragona.
Ter Veer. See Veere.
T- i. v.

. a French Protestant, 188.
Teutonic < irder, Master ol the, I B.

Texel,

Theodon, — , sculptor, L32.

Theron's Liberality, 21.

Thomas, Mr., 180.

Thompson, — , a French secret agent, 40.
Thornhill, Sir James, L98 9, 500.
Thriplow, near Cambridge, letter dated

at, 435.
Tilly, —, a French secret agent, 40-1.
Tirlemont, in Flanders, 2 1, 26, 55.
Tirril, Sir Robert, 11!.

Tobacco, 148 51, L55, L57, 161, 182.
Tokao wine, 499.
Toledo :

in Spain, 271, 341.
Cardinal of, 341.

Toilet, Mr., 151.

Tompion, — , watchmaker, 232.
Toms, — , 197.
Tonson, Jacob, 51, 64, 238, 387-8, 423,

429, 450, 469, 477.
Tooth, — , 393.
Torcy (Torsi), Marquis de, French

Minister, 201, 204, 229-30, 235,
270-1, 282, 295, 306, 345-7, 355,
359, 361, 366, 368, 371, 373, 379-81
383-6, 389, 392-3, 395, 399, 400,
402-4. 406-7, 444, L62.

, letter from, 261.
Toriano, — , 270.
Tories, 55, 208-1O, 320, 324, 450, 469.
Torrington, Lord, 245.
Torry, — , 120.

Torsi. See Torcy.
Toulon, in France, 70, 75, 201, 204, 208,

215, 234, 263, 399.
Tournay, 147.
Tournel, M. de, of the Hague, 282.
Tourtone, M., ::oo, 411.
Tourville, Mareschal, 255-6, 338.
Townshend, Viscount, 490, 537.

, letter to, 185.

Tr . . . , —, 378.
Trade, Board, Council or Commission of,

120 9, L31, I 10 I. 1 is, 237, 415-0
L35, L38.

, letter from, 1 19.

Transylvania, 10.

Trant, John or Sir John, 210, 227.
Sir Patrick. 210.

Treasearc, — , 382.
Treasurer, Lord, 136.

Treasury, the, L09, 112. 248, 253, 255,
263-4, 268, 292 3, 117 20.

Trelawnv :

MrM 136.
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Trelawny

—

coidd.

Sir Jonathan, Bishop of Winchester,

letter from, 436.

Trenchard, Sir John, secretary, 7, 15,

43, 47.

, letters to, S, 16.

Trevanian, — , 410.

Treves, letter dated at, 433.

Treves (Trier), Elector and Archbishop
of, 45, 526, 530.

Trianon, In Prance, 312.

Trier. See TreVes.
Troye, Francis, painter, 362.

Troves, M. de, 523.

Trumbull, Sir William, secretary, 51,

57-60, 66-7, 69, 86, 89, 95, 98,

115, 124, 128, 135, 140, 164, 173,

180, 203, 350, 541.
_ letters from, 24, 51, 58, 61-2,

64, 78, 81, 83, 90-1, 108-9, 120-1,

126, 138, 148.

1
letters to, 26, 39, 52-3, 55-6,

68, 71, 74-5, 86, 89, 94-5, 97,

100, 103, 105-6, 113, 116-7, 119,

125-6, 132, 137, 144, 148, 151,

157, 159, 161, 167, 183-4.

Tucker, John, 51, 65-6, 77, 80-1, 95, 111,

118, 224, 251, 266-8, 273, 296,

299.

1
letters from, 67, 69, 71, 74,

78-9, 85, 98, 104, 109, 115, 227,

283, 304, 310.

, letters to, 262, 280, 300, 303.

Tudway, Dr. Thomas, 493.

, letter from, 496.

Tunbridge, co. Kent, Summer Hill,

364, 366.
Tunis, oil from, 229.

Turin, 19, 304, 318, 324, 366.

Treaty of, 84.

Turkey and the Porte or the Turk, 5, 11,

106, 109, 113, 161, 298, 305, 307,

399, 404, 408.

armies of, 6.

French minister in, 5, 399.

reported murder of the Grand Vizier

and the Aga of the Janissaries, 5.

Solyman, the magnificent, Sultan of,

208.

Turkey Company, the, 109, 181, 293.

Tuscanv, 175.

Twibull, Mr., 472.

Twisdel or Tuisden, — , 231, 257.

Tvrconnel, Ladv, 410.

Tyrol, 10.

u
Ulm, in Germany, 57.

IJshant, in Fiance, 136.

Utrecht, in the Netherlands, 161, 366,532.

V
valentinote, Mme and M. de, 316, 322.

Valenza (Valence), in Piedmont, 85.

\ and< ' Branden, M.. 15.

Vandcr Brent, 21.

Vanderdussen, M., 439.

Vandcr 11 elst, Bartholomew, painter, 476.

Vander Poele, Mr., Postmaster at Briel,

4, 18, 59, 99, 134.

Van Leeuwen or Leiiven, J., 225, 255,
265-6, 338.

, letters from 232-3, 269.

Van Zalichem, — , 287.
Varennes, Madame de, 403.
Vargas y Lezama, Don Francisco de,

corregidor of Madrid, 339.
Vasere, — , a Papist, 33.

Vaudemont, Prince, 35, 82, 203.
, letter to, 166.

Vaudois, the, money paid to, 16-7.

Vaughan, — , captain of privateers, er

pirate, 72-3, 188.

Vaux, in France, 505.

Vavasour, — ,
" Fego," 381-2, 391-2.

Veard, Mons., 383, 391.

Veere or Ter Veer, in Zeeland, 72.

Vehlen, Count de, 183, 527, 542.

Vendome, Duke of, 106, 246.
Venice and the Venetians, 19, 45, 47, 49,

61, 77, 195, 307, 324-5, 404-5,
432.

Ventadour, Duke of, 243, 248.
Verneuil, Duchess of, 197, 244, 246, 252,

254-5.
Vernon :

— , 465.

James, 30, 38, 50, 53, 66, 97, 135,

167, 169, 226, 230, 235, 240, 245,
250, 253, 260, 264-5, 274, 276,
284, 295, 298, 303, 307, 309, 311-12
314, 316-9, 321, 323, 330, 334, 336,
344, 347, 360, 401, 413-4, 416-7,
420, 422, 535, 541.

, letters from, 21, 24-5, 29,
30-2, 35, 37, 45-6, 48-9, 50, 52,
77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 89, 91, 93, 97,
99, 100, 102, 104-5, 107-8, 110,
112, 116-8, 120-1, 167, 173, 187,
189, 193, 196-7, 199, 202, 206,
213-4, 216, 218, 222-4, 227,
237, 248, 251, 255, 260-1, 263,
268-9, 271-2, 274, 280-1, 291,
295, 297, 302, 307-8, 310, 322,
331, 333, 335-7, 344, 352, 354,
366.

, letters to, 3, 14, 17, 22, 25, 33,
36, 39-41, 43, 46-7, 65, 76, 99,

100, 111, 180, 182, 191, 193-4,
196, 200, 203, 205-6, 210, 213,
217-8, 226, 233, 242, 250, 253,
256, 258, 261, 268, 272-4, 277,
282, 284, 293, 295, 301.

, conference with the French
Ambassador, 219.

Jimmy, son of the preceding, 48,

66, 74, 103, 112, 215, 217-8, 275.
" Vernon's son, green and gold," 348.
Versailles :

in France, 42, 76, 102, 190-5, 202,
212-3, 229, 242-3, 248-9, 252,
254, 255-8, 260, 271, 277, 293,
295, 300, 311-13, 315-7, 319, 328,
332, 350, 359, 364, 366, 379, 387,
410.

letter dated at, 217.

Vertue, — , engraver, 476, 479 note.
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Vervins, Peace of (a.d. 1599), 163.

Vice-Admiral, the, 220,
Vienna, 5, 0, 13, 11, 26, 35, II, .".7, 59,

68, 86, 89, 91, 99, L02, 104, L06 8,

158, 298, 376, 886, 102, 107.

letter dated at, 8.

account of the principal ministere

at, 8.

Spanish Ambassador at, 9.

Vieuell, — , 410 bis.

Vilat, Mons. de 362.

Villars, Mons. de, French ambassadoi
with the Emperor, 386, 105, 466.

Villequer, Mons., 3 16.

Villeroy, Duke or Marquis of, marshal
i.i' France, 55-ii, (J I, I mi, L93,

225-6, 230, 233, 235, 238 9,

273, 282, 28-1, 290, 311, 334, 355.

357, 365, 384, 403. See also

Governor.
Villiers, Edward Liord, earl of Jersey

(13 Oct. 1697), IT, :.l. 54, 56, 61-7,

• !!», 72-:-!, 76-8, 83, 86, 94-7, 100,
103-5, 107-9, 114-17, 123, 125,

134, 111, 153-5, 161-2, 164, Hid,

168-71. 173-83, lis, 509-10, 512,
517, 525. 527, 531-3, 536-7. For
later references see Jersey.

, letters from, 52, 126-7, 131-2,
145, 155, 163. 166, 410.

, letters to, 52, 57-8, 126, 129,
150, 167.

Harry, 458.
Mary, 422, 425.

Master, 357, 365.

Vincennes, in France, 162.

Virginia, 110.

, letter from, 149.

Vittering, four miles from Edinburgh,
285.

Vorst, letter dated at, 413-4.
Vriberghen (Wryberg), M. de, 270,

274, 279, 352, 392 3.

Vrigny, M. de, 366.

W
Waddon Steeple, 499.

Wade, Mr., of Trinity College, Cambridge,
443.

Wakeline, Colonel, 372.
Walbanck, — , conspirator, 70.

Walcup. See Wauchope.
Waldeck, George Frederic, Prince of,

Field Marshal of Holland (died in

1692), 7.

Wales, 206.
Prince of. See James Francis
Edward.

Wall, Matthew, brother to Ladv Ogle-
thorp, 36-7, 39, 40, 43, 46, 72-3,
344-5, 352, 354, 359, 365-6,
368, 372.

, letter to, 37.

Wallenstein, Count, the Emperor's
Chamberlain, 10, 13.

, character of, 13.

, his son, envoy to Piedmont,
14.

VVallis, , 367.

Walpole, Sir Robert, 189.

Walton, Mm., 186.

Wanley, Humphrey, !•".". 159, 164, !«;:,

172, 176 7. 182.

\\ ard, I teorg< . a1 tome] . 100 I

.

\\ arre, Richard, letter l<>. I.

Warsaw, in PoJand, letter dated at,

Watches, 232 ::.

Watkins, Mr., 164.

Watson, Mrs., 1.

Watts, Mr., 199.

Wauchope (Walcup), . a Jacobite, 285.
\\ < -a\ ers, the, 106.

Welbeck, 183.

Welsh, Peter, 36.

\\ ereaux, , ol Rotterdam, 13.

Wesel, 15.

West Indies, 98, 130 I, 140 1, 156, 241.

Westminster, 1.

letters dated at, 450-1, 454 5, 158-60

463, HIT, 171. 174-5, 182, 185,

187-9, 492-3, 198, 500.

Abbey, 470.
i 1 i.i liii.-l Row, 38.

Duke Street. See under London.
St. James's, 128.

St. James's Chapel, 223.
St. James's House, 128-

St. James's Square, 458.

St. James's Street, 379, 143, 482.

St. Margaret's < Ihurch, 175.

St. Stephen's Chapel, i.e.. Parlia-

ment, i/.r.

School, 22-:;, 290, 306, 422, 470.
, Dr. — , master of. See Busby.

Whitehall, 8, 19, 69, 70, 428, 535.
, letters dated at, 2, 21, 24,

28-33, 35, 37, 61-2, 64-7, 69, 71,

74, 76-7, 78-82, 84-5, 89, 90-1,

93, 97. 100, 102, 105, 107-9, 110,

112, 115-16, 1 18, 120-1.

Westmoreland, Lord, 232, 349-50, 352.

Westphalia, Treaty of, 83, 87, 91-2, 100,

184, 510, 51 I, 518, 542-3.

Weyer, William, of Amsterdam, lt'.-7.

Weymouth, Viscount, letter from, 139.

Wharton, Mr., of the Admiraltj . 1
12'.

\\ bigs, 208-10, 301, 324, 108, 450, 169,

17 1, 191.

Whitehaven. 206.

Whitworth, — , 429.

Wight, [sle of, 220.

Wilborow, — , 503.

Wilde, Mr. de, 28, 31.

W illi.im III. (W.R.1, King, 3, 5, 6, 7. 8,

9, 1 l. 26, 32, 34-5, 37, 12-3, 15-9,

51 2. 55-6, 61-7,70-1,73,76-8,81-4,

86, 88-92, 94-9, 103-4, 108-10, 1 12

1 1 1-17. I 18, 1 19, 122.12 1-5. 128-30,

133-7, 139, 1 12, 144, 1 16-7, 1 19,

151, 154-5, 157, 159-64, 168, 17c
173-4, 177. 182-4, 187-8, 191, 195,

197, 199, 200, 206-7, 209-11,
21 1-6, 218, 220-4, 227-s. 231, 238,
235, 237, 240, 212. 21 1-5, 248-50,
252-1. 258-9, 263-4, 267-70, 273-5,

278-81, 287-9, 292-3, 296, 299,
300-1, 303-5, 307, 310-7, 319-20,
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William III., King

—

conld.

323-4, 328-9, 331-2, 334-7, 343,

346-50, 352-5, 361, 363-5, 367-81,

384-6, 390, 393, 395-6, 400, 402-9,

411-21, 424-5, 428-9, 433, 508-11,

517, 521, 525-7, 531-2, 534, 53(5-7,

546-7.

letter to, 401.

declaration by, 16ii.

letters to, 127, 132, 141, 145, 155,

160, 166.

intended marriage with the Princess

of Brandenburg, 83-4.

plol against, "Assassination Plot,"

73-9, 229, 239-40, 273.

pretensions of, as Prince d' Orange,
Seigneur d' Arlaye, 543.

title to France, 210-11.

Williamson, — , 474, 476-7.

Sir Joseph, 95-9, 104-5, 107-9, 117-18,

131, 133, 153, 162, 164, 166, 168-71,

174-83, 188, 213-4, 244-5,286, 510,

515, 531, 537-8.

, letters from, 127, 131-2, 145,

166.

, letters to, 99, 101, 129, 167.

Wilson, Mrs., 1.

Wimpole (Wimple), 448, 450, 456, 459-62,

170-2, 477, 481, 487-93, 498,

502-4, 506.

letter dated at, 507.

Winchester :

Marquis of, 114, 116, 142, 251.

, letters from, 128, 185-6, 198.

, letters to, 123, 142, 147, 160,

168, 288.

Bishop of. See Trelawny.
Windischgratz, Count, 68.

Windsor, 222, 347-8, 350, 352, 444.

letters dated at, 341, 349.

St. George's Chapel, 213.

WT
ine, 68, 261, 264.

Burgundy, 162.

French, 24, 26.

Rhenish, 509.

Italian, 45.

Lacrimae Chrlsti, 258, 260.

White Florence, 258, 260.

Wing, park of, 481.

Winter, — , a Swede or Dane, 344.

Wolfenbuttel, Duke of, 288.

Wolseley, Mr., 41-3, 49, 77.

, letter to, 19.

Woodbridge, co. Suffolk, 440.
Wroodstock, Lord, 315, 330.

Woolhouse, John, letter from, 290.

, letter to, 294.
Wootton, (Wooten) or Wooton John,

painter—, 482, 487-8, 498-9.

Worcestershire, 120.

Wryberg. See Vriberghen.
Wiii'ttemberg (Wirtemberg), Duke of,

Colonel of the Guards and General
of the Dutch Foot, 7, 60.

Wych, Sir Cyril, Irish Secretary, 122.

Wyndham, — , 464.

Yard, Mr., 99, 206, 211, 304, 307, 319,

333, 337, 347, 350-1, 363, 394,

421, 425.

Yarmouth, 94.

Yeoman of the Guard, 430.

York, Dean of, his son, 392.

Yorke, Sir Philip, 508.

Ypres, 147.

Zealand or Zeeland, 5, 30, 68, 72, 81.

Zeiler, M. See Seilern.

Zell (Cell), in Germany, 212, 251, 258,
269, 277, 281.

Zell (or Celle), Duke of, 4, 6, 138, 245,
269, 288, 356, 508-9.

Zinzendorf, Count, 386.
, M. de, 400, 407.

Ziirich, canton of, 163.

Zurlauben, Mr., 266.
Zutphen, 509.

Zuvlestein, Zulestein, in Holland, 117,

184, 414.



HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPTS COMMISSION.

Public Record Office,

CHANeeiiY Lane,

London, W.C.

His Majesty the King has been pleased to ratify and

confirm the terms of the Commission issued by Her late

Majesty, appointing certain Commissioners to ascertain what

unpublished MSS. are extant in the collections of private

persons and in institutions, which are calculated to throw light

upon subjects connected with the Civil, Ecclesiastical, Literary,

or Scientific History of this country ; and to appoint certain

additional Commissioners for the same purposes. The present

Commissioners are :

—

Sir R. Henn Collins, Master of the Rolls ; the Marquess

of Ripon, K.G., the Earl of Liverpool, the Eari of

Dartmouth, the Earl of Crawford, K.T., the Earl of

Rosebery, K.G., Lord Fitzmaurice, Lord Alverstone,

G.C.M.G., Lord Lindley, Lord Stanmore, G.C.M.G.,

Sir Edward Fry, Mr. John Morley, O.M., M.P., Sir H. C.

Maxwell-Lyte, K.C.B., and Mr. C. H. Firth, M.A., LL.D.

The Commissioners think it probable that 3011 may feel an

interest in this object, and be willing to assist in the attainment

of it ; and with that view they desire to lay before you an outline

of the course which they usually follow.

If any nobleman or gentleman express his willingness to

submit to the Commissioners any imprinted book, or collection

of documents in his possession or custody, they will cause an

inspection to be made by some competent person, and should

the MSS. appear to come within the scope of their enquiry, the

owner will be asked to consent to the publication of copies or

abstracts of them in the reports of the Commission, which are

presented to Parliament every Session.

To avoid any possible apprehension that the examination of

papers by the Commissioners may extend to title-deeds or other

documents of present legal value, positive instructions are given

to every person who inspects MSS. on their behalf that nothing

relating to the titles of existing owners is to be divulged, and
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that if in the course of his work any modern title-deeds or

papers of a private character chance to come before him, they

are to be instantly put aside, and not to be examined or

calendared under any pretence whatever.

The object of the Commission is the discovery of unpublished

historical and literary materials, and in all their proceedings

the Commissioners will direct their attention to that object

exclusively.

In practice it has been found more satisfactory, when the

collection of manuscripts is a large one, for the inspector to

make a selection therefrom at the place of deposit and to obtain

the owner's consent to remove the selected papers to the Public

Record Office in London or in Dublin, or to the General Register

House in Edinburgh, where they can be more fully dealt with,

and where they will be preserved with the same care as if they

formed part of the muniments of the realm, during the term of

their examination. Among the numerous owners of MSS.
who have allowed their papers of historical interest to be

temporarily removed from their muniment rooms and lent to the

Commissioners to facilitate the preparation of a report may be

named :—His Majesty the King, the Duke of Rutland, the Duke
of Portland, the Marquess of Salisbury, the Marquess Towns-
hend, the Marquess of Ailesbury, the Marquess of Bath, the

Earl of Dartmouth, the Earl of Carlisle, the Earl of Egmont,
the Earl of Lindsey, the Earl of Ancaster, the Earl of

Lonsdale, Lord Braye, Lord Hothfield, Lord Kenyon, Mr.

Stopford Sackville, the Right Hon. F. J. Savile Foljambe,

Sir George Wombwell, Mr. le Fleming, of Rydal, Mr. Leyborne

Popham, of Littlecote, and Mr. Fortescue, of Dropmore.

The costs of inspections, reports, and calendars, and the

conveyance of documents, will be defrayed at the public expense,

without any charge to the owners.

The Commissioners will also, if so requested, give their

advice as to the best means of repairing and preserving any

interesting papers or MSS. which may be in a state of decay.

The Commissioners will feel much obliged if you will

communicate to them the names of any gentlemen who may be

able and willing to assist in obtaining the objects for which this

Commission has been issued.

R. A. ROBERTS, Secretary.
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HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPTS COMMISSION.

REPORTS OF THE ROYAL COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED TO INQUIRE WHAT

PAPERS AND MANUSCRIPTS BELONGING TO PRIVATE FAMILIES AND

INSTITUTIONS ARE EXTANT WHICH WOULD BE OF UTILITY IN THE

ILLUSTRATION OF HISTORY, CONSTITUTIONAL LAW, SCIENCE, AND GENERAL

LITERATURE.

(iS/ze, Fcap to Ninth Report, Part III., inclusive ; after that s <v.)

(Dates in parentheses show years of Reprints.)

1870

(1874)

1871

1872

(1895)

1873

1873
1876

1876

First Report, with Appendix
England. House of Lords; Cambridge Col-

leges; Abingdon, and other Corporations,

&c. Scotland. Advocates' Library, Glas-

gow Corporation, &c. Ireland. Dublin,
Cork, and other Corporations, &c.

Second Report, with Appendix, and Index
to the First and Second Reports
England. House of Lords ; Cambridge Col-

leges ; Oxford Colleges ; Monastery of

Dominican Friar3 at Woodchester, Duke of

Bedford, Earl Spencer, &c. Scotland.
Aberdeen and St. Andrew's Universities, &c.

Ireland. Marquis of Ormonde ; Dr. Lyons,

&c.

Third Report, with Appendix and Index ...

England. House of Lords ; Cambridge Col-

leges ; Stonyhurst College ; Bridgwater and
other Corporations ; Duke of Northumber-
land, Marquis of Lansdowne, Marquis of

Bath, &c. Scotland. University of Glas-

gow ; Duke of Montrose. &c. Ireland.
Marquis of Ormonde ; Black Book of

Limerick, &c.
Fourth Report, with Appendix. Part I. ...

England. House of Lords ; Westminster
Abbey ; Cambridge and Oxford Colleges

;

Cinque Ports, Hythe, and other Corporations,

Marquis of Bath. Earl of Denbigh, &c.

Scotland. Duke of Argyll, &c. Ireland.
Trinity College, Dublin ; Marquis of

Ormonde.
Ditto. Part II. Index
Fifth Report, with Appendix. Part I

England. House of Lords ; Oxford and
Cambridge Colleges ; Dean and Chapter of

Canterbury ; Rye, Lydd, and other Corpora-

tions, Duke of Sutherland, Marquis of Lans-

downe, Reginald Cholmondeley, Esq., &c.

Scotland. Earl of Aberdeen, &c.

Ditto. Part II. Index

C. 5i

C. ill

C. 673

C. 857

C. 857-i

C. 1432

C. 1432-i

s. d.

1 6

3 10

6

6 8

2 ti

7

3 6

1550 Wt 15130 (S) 1/08 D & S 32 30913r
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Date. No. of

Paper.
Price.

1877

1878

(1893)
1879

(1895)

1879

(1895)

1881

1881

1881

1883

(1895)

1884

(1895)

1881

1883
(1895)

1888

18S9
1892
1894

1896
1899
1899
1902
1904
1906

Sixth Report, with Appendix. Part I.

England. House of Lords ; Oxford and
Cambridge Colleges ; Lambeth Palace

;

Black Book of the Archdeacon of Canter-
bury

; Bridport, Wallingford, and other
Corporations

; Lord Leconfield, Sir Reginald
Graham, Sir Henry Ingilby, &c. Scotland.
Duke of Argyll, Earl of Moray, &c Ireland.
Marquis of Ormonde.

Ditto. Part II. Index

Seventh Report, with Appendix. Part I. ...

House of Lords ; County of Somerset , Earl
of Egmont, Sir Frederick Graham, Sir Harry
Verney, &c.

Ditto. Part II. Appendix and Index
Duke of Atholl. Marquis of Ormonde, Sir S. F.

Livingstone, &c.
Eighth Report, with Appendix and Index.
Part I.

Re-waned, 1907, as a Stationery Office publica-
tion—
Report and Appendix, Part I., Section I.

Price 6s. 8vo.
Duke of Marlborough ; Earl of Portsmouth

;

Earl of Jersey ; House of Lords ; Lord
Emly

; Ralph Bankes, Esq., Geo. Wingfield
Digby, Esq.

; Royal College of Physicians

;

Corporation of Trinity House.
Ditto. Part II. Appendix and Index

Duke of Manchester.
Ditto. Part III. Appendix and Index

Earl of Ashburnham.
Ninth Report, with Appendix and Index.
Part I.

St. Paul's and Canterbury Cathedrals
; Eton

College ; Carlisle, Yarmouth, Canterbury,
and Barnstaple Corporations, &c.

Ditto. Part II. Appendix and Index
England. House of Lords, Earl of Leicester,

C. Pole Gell, Alfred Morrison, Esqs., &c.
Scotland. Lord Elphinstone, H. C. Max-
well Stuart, Esq., &c. Ireland. Duke of
Leinster, Marquis of Drogheda, &c.

Ditto. Part III. Appendix and Index
Mrs. Stopford Sackville.
[Be-issued, 1904, revised and extended as Cd.

1892.]
Calendar of the Manuscripts of the Mar-
quis of Salisbury, K.G. (or Cecil MSS.).

1306-1571
1572-1582
1583-1589
1590-1594
1594-1596
1593
1597
1598
1599
1600
1601

I.

II.

III.

IV.

Part
Part
Part
Part
Part V.
Part VI.
Part VII.
Part VIII.
Part IX.
Part X.
Part XI.

C 1745

C. 2102

C. 2340

C. 2340-i

C. 3040

C. 3040-i

C. 3040-ii

C. 3773

C. 3773-i

C. 3773-ii

C. 3777



1885

L885

(1895)

1885
1885

1885

188J

(1895)

18S7

1887

1887
1887
18S7
1887
1887
1887
1888

1890

1888

1888
1889
1888

1891
1889

1890
1891
1891

1891

Tenth Report
(Re-issucd, 1906, an a Stationery Office publica-

tion. Price ad.')

This is introductory to the following
Appendices and Indexes :

(1.) Earl of Ejrlinton, Sir J. S. Maxwell, Bart.,

and C. S. H. D. Moray, C. F. Weston Under-
wood, G. W. Digby, Esqs.

(2.) The Family of Gawdy
fS.) Wells Cathedral
[Re-issued, 1906, revised and extended, as

Cd. 2810.]

(4.) Earl of Westmorland : Capt. Stewart

;

Lord Stafford ; Sir N. W. Throckmorton
;

Sir P. T. Mainwaring, Lord Muncaster, M.P.,

Capt. J. F. Bagot, Earl of Kilmorey, Earl of

Powis, and others, the Corporations of Kendal,
Wenlock, Bridgnorth, Eye, Plymouth ; the

County of Essex ; and Stonyhurst College.

(Re-issued, 1906, as a Stationery Office publica-

tion. Price 6s.~)

(5.) Marquis of Ormonde, Earl of Fingall,

Corporations of Galway and Waterford, Sees

of Dublin and Ossory, the Jesuits in Ireland.

(6.) Marquis of Abergavenny, Lord Braye,

G. F. Luttrell, P. P. Bouverie, W. Bromley
Davenport, R. T. Balfour, Esqs.

Eleventh Report
This is introductory to the following

Appendices and Indexes :

(1.) H. D. Skrine, Esq., Salvetti Correspondence

(2.) House of Lords, 1678-1688

(3.) Corporations of Southampton and Lynn...

(4.) Marquess Townshend
(5.) Earl of Dartmouth
(6.) Duke of Hamilton ...

(7.) Duke of Leeds, Marchioness of Waterford,
Lord Hothfield. &c. ; Bridgwater Trust Office,

Reading Corporation, Inner Temple Library.

Twelfth Report
This is introductory to the following

Appendices and Indexes :

(1.) Earl Cowper. K.G. (Coke MSS., at Mel-
bourne Hall, Derby). Vol. I.

(2.) Ditto Vol. II

(3.) Ditto Vol. Ill

(4.) Duke of Rutland, G.C.B. Vol. I

(5.) Ditto Vol. II

(6.) House of Lords, 1689-1690

(7.) S. H. le Fleming, Esq., of Rydal
(8.) Duke of Athole, K.T., Earl of Home
(9.) Duke of Beaufort, E.G., Earl of

Donoughmore ; J. H. Gurney, W. W. B.

Hulton, R. W. Ketton, G. A. Aitken, P. V.
Smith, Esqs. ; Bishop of Ely ; Cathedrals of

Ely, Gloucester, Lincoln, and Peterborough
;

Corporations of Gloucester, Higham Ferrers,

and Newark ; Southwell Minster ; Lincoln
District Registry.

(10.) First Earl of Charlemont. Vol. I.

.*.-C 4548

0. 1576

C. 4576-iii

C. 4576-ii

C. 4576

0. 1576-i
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1892

1891

1893
1892

1892

1892
1893

1893
1893
1896

1894

1894

1894

1894
1896
1895

1895
1895

1895

1895

1899

1896
1897
1897

1897
1897
1897

1897

1897

Thirteenth Repobt
This is introductory to the following

Appendices and Indexes :

(1.) Duke of Portland. Vol.1
(2.) Ditto. Vol. II

(3.) J. B. Fortescue, Esq., of Dropmore.
Vol. I.

(4.) Corporations of Rye, Hastings, and Here-
ford ; Captain F. C. Loder-Symonds, E. R.

Wodehouse, M.P., J. Dovaston, Esqs., Sir

T. B. Leonard, Bart., Rev. W. D. Macray,
and Earl of Dartmouth (Supplementary
Report).

(5.) House of Lords, 1690-1691

(6.) Sir W. Fitzherbert, Bart.; the Delaval
Family, of Seaton Delaval ; Earl of Ancaster

;

General Lyttelton-Annesley.

(7.) Earl of Lonsdale ...

(8.) First Earl of Charlemont. Vol. II.

Fourteenth Report
This is introductory to the following

Appendices and Indexes :

(1.) Duke of Rutland, G.C.B. Vol. III.

(2.) Duke of Portland. Vol. Ill

(3.) Duke of Roxburghe ; Sir H. H. Campbell,
Bart. ; Earl of Strathmore ; Countess
Dowager of Seafield.

(4.) Lord Kenyon
(5.) J. B. Fortescue, Esq., of Dropmore. Vol. II.

(6.) House of Lords, 1692-93
{Manuscripts of the House of Lords, 1693-1695,

Vol. I. {New Series). See H.L. No. (5; of
1900. Price Is. 2d.

Ditto. 1695-1697. Vol. II. See H.L. No. (18)
of 1903. Price 2s. 9d.

Ditto. 1697-1699. Vol. III. See ILL.
No. (175) of 1905. Price 2.s.)

(7.) Marquis of Ormonde
(8.) Lincoln, Bury S. Edmunds, Hertford, and
Great Grimsby Corporations ; Dean and
Chapter of Worcester, and of Lichfield

;

Bishop's Registry of Worcester.

(9.) Earl of Buckinghamshire ; Earl of

Lindsey ; Earl of Onslow ; Lord Emly

;

T. J. Hare, Esq., J. Round, Esq., M.P.
(10.) Earl of Dartmouth. Vol. II. American

Papers.

Fifteenth Report
This is introductory to the following

Appendices and Indexes :

(1.) Earl of Dartmouth. Vol. Ill

(2.) J. Eliot Hod^kin. Esq
(3.) Charles Haliday, Esq., of Dublin ; Acts of

the Privy Council in Ireland, 1556-1571
;

Sir William Usshers's Table to the Council
Book ; Table to the Red Council Book.

(4.) Duke of Portland. Vol. IV
(5.) Right Hon. F. J. Savile Foljambe
(6.) Earl of Carlisle, Castle Howard
(7.) Duke of Somerset ; Marquis of Ailesbury

;

Sir F. G. Puleston, Bart.

(8.) Duke of Buccleuch and Queensberry, at

Drumlanrig. Vol. I.

C. 6827

C. 6474
C. 6827-i

C. 6660

C. 6810

C. 6822
C. 7166

C. 7241

C. 7424
C. 7983

C. 7476
C. 7569
C. 7570

C. 7571

C. 7572
C. 7573

C. 7678
C. 7881

C. 7882

C. 7883

C. 9295

C. 8156
C. 8327
C. 8364

C. 8497
C. 8550
C. 8551

C. 8552

C. 8553

2 4

2 4

1 4

1 3

1 11
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1 11

2 8

1 2

2 10
2 8

1 11

1 10
1 5

1 4

2 11
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Date.

1902

1904
1907
1902

1904

1907

1904

1906
1907
1904

1904

1905
1905
1905
1905
1905
1906
1906

1907
1907
1907

No. of

Paper.

Calendar of the Stuart Manuscripts at Windsor

Castle, belonging to His Majesty the King.

Vol. I.

Ditto. Vol. II

Ditto. Vol. Ill •

Manuscripts of Colonel David Milne-Home, of

Wedderburn Castle, N.B.

Ditto. Marquess of Bath, at Longleat, Wiltshire.

Vol. I.

Ditto. Ditto. Vol. II.

Ditto. Ditto. Vol. III. (Prior papers)

American Manuscripts in the Royal Institution of

Great Britain. Vol. I.

Ditto. Vol. II

Ditto. Vol. Ill

Sixteenth Report (containing a list of the

owners of Manuscripts upon whose collections

Reports have been made to July, 1904).

Manuscripts of the Earl of Mar and Kellie, at

Alloa House, N.B.

Ditto. Lady Du Cane
Ditto. Marquess of Lothian, at Blickling Hall ...

Ditto. Earl of Egmont. Vol. I. Part I

Ditto. Ditto. Vol. I. Part II

Ditto. Duke of Rutland. Vol. IV.

Ditto. Earl of Verulam
Ditto. (Franciscan) at the Convent, Merchants'

Quay, Dublin.

Ditto. Dean and Chapter of Wells

Ditto. Earl of Ancaster, Grimsthorpe

Seventeenth Report (containing a list of the

owners of Manuscripts upon whose collections

Reports have been made to June, 1907).

Price.

Cd. 927

Cd. 2189
Cd. 3430
Cd. 931

Cd. 2048

Cd. 3474
Cd. 3849

Cd. 2201

Cd. 2897
Cd. 3669
Cd. 2209

Cd. 2190

Cd. 2367
Cd. 2319
Cd. 2318
Cd. 2570
Cd. 2606
Cd. 2973
Cd. 2867

Cd. 2810
Cd. 3429
Cd. 3737

2 11

2 9

2 10

1 4

1 9

1

In the

press.

2 3

2 6

1 11

9

2 7

1 9

2 9

1 4

1 4

2 11

2 7

11
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