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“Doggy Dilemmas” 
Puppy Training Classes 

Dog Training Classes 

One To Ones 

Dog Walking 

Dog Boarding 

 

Contact Debs on 
01380 730564 or 07966 617617 

Email info@doggy-dilemmas.co.uk 
www.doggy-dilemmas.co.uk  

WHISTLEY CANINE  

COUNTRY CLUB 

 

The New Luxury Holiday Venue For 

Our Four Legged Friends 

Spacious Suites Under-Floor Heating 

Day Care Facility  

Inspections Welcome 

Potterne Devizes 

 01380 738189/726330 

Please see our website  

for more details 

www.whistleykennels.co.uk 

mailto:info@doggy-dilemmas.co.uk
http://www.doggy-dilemmas.co.uk/
http://www.whistleykennels.co.uk/
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THE BRIDGE 

Editor: Giles Collins  

JULY 

BOOK 

SWAP 

 

 Saturday 12th July  
10.00am - 12 noon  

at The Dell, 32 High Street, Worton  

(hosted by Cheryl Hailstone) 
 

Advance notice:       

 Saturday 9th August  

at  

Park Farm House, 39 High Street, Worton 

(Judy Shercliff) 

JUMBLE SALE 

 

Saturday 12th July 2014 
2.00 – 4.00 p.m. 

 

Worton & Marston Village Hall 
Refreshments served & Raffle 

A fund raising event for the hall. 
Donations gratefully received for sale, raffle or refreshments  

 

(Donations can be dropped off at hall between 10.30 - 11.30 a.m. on the morning 

of sale or, if people are unable to deliver them to the Hall on the day, they can 

deliver them to Veronica Franklin (726845) in  the week beforehand). 

RNLI 
 

Many thanks for your generous donations in 

the door-to-door collection for the RNLI. 

Worton and Marston raised an amazing 

£295.55, up 11% on last year. 

Sally Collins 

‘Many hands make light work’  

 

The next Village Hall Maintenance Day (9am -1pm) is on Saturday July 19th, If 

you can spare an hour or more, please come along and help out. Enthusiasm is 

more important than ability!   

Any questions, please phone: Veronica Franklin 726845 or Mark Fisher 726489. 
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 We get an average saving of 

4.5pence per litre off heating oil  

for our buying group members 

every time. 

Are you benefitting from such savings? 

IF THE ANSWER IS NO  

THEN JOIN OUR GROUP AND 

START SAVING MONEY! 

All communities welcome. 

No One is excluded! 

www.findmyheatingoil.co.uk  

Chris Cole    01380 818724       

chris@findmyheatingoil.co.uk 

 

DON’T PASS - POP IN  
 

POTTERNE  POST OFFICE AND SHOP 
 

We provide all postal services  
PLUS sweets & stationery 

TEL: DEVIZES 723840 

  Heads on High 
9 St Johns Street, Devizes,  

Wilts. SN10 1BD 
 

Fully Qualified Stylist  

using TIGI Products  

(inc. the new organic range) 
 

Hair & Beauty Parties for all ages 
 

Beautician available on Saturdays  

Using Clinique Products 
 

Full range of branded Electrical Hair 

Products 
 

Late Night Openings! 

Call Sarah 

01380 699288 

headsonhigh@live.co.uk 

 

 
 

C.J. Cars 
      

Rolls Royce & Bentley  
Wedding Car Hire 

 
C.J. Cars is a family business  

based in Worton. 
We can cater for all of your  

Wedding transport requirements. 
Jim and Carol Coxhead 

Tel:  01380 727375 
Email:  whiterollshire@aol.com   

Web:  www.cjcars.org.uk 

mailto:headsonhigh@live.co.uk
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Letter from the Vicarage 

     “I just want to get back to work” said 

a young lady I was talking to today.  “It’s 

nothing to do with money; I just want 

things to get back to normal”.  This per-

son has been unwell for a long time, and 

her illness means that life has been put on 

hold. “I suppose”, she said, “I’ve almost 

given up hope”. 

     Hope is one of the things the Christian 

faith majors in.  The word occurs many 

times in the Bible, and it is something 

desperately needed in the world today.  

     What are the characteristics of Chris-

tian hope? 

     First, this hope is based on a person, 

Jesus Christ.  Because Jesus died and has 

risen, his followers have a guaranteed 

hope.  If you are going to hope, it is as 

well to know your hope is built on a solid 

foundation, and this is the best. 

     Second, this is a hope which goes be-

yond this life.  To live as a disciple of Je-

sus is the best way to live life here and 

now, but our hope is also for eternity.  St 

Paul once said: ’If it is for this life only 

we have hope, we are of all people most 

to be pitied’.  But the truth is, Jesus has 

defeated death and so we have a sure 

hope of eternal life. 

     I have been asked several times re-

cently about eternal life: what will heaven 

be like?  Will a person sick on earth be 

healed in heaven?  Generally our ideas of 

heaven seem to be that it will be some-

how like here, but not quite so ‘real’, per-

haps a bit insubstantial or airy.  I think 

that is totally wrong.  As usual, C.S. Lew-

is has some brilliant insights.  He says 

that ‘to enter heaven is to become more 

human than you ever succeeded in being 

on earth.’  The Christian hope is to be 

in the presence of God, who is love.  

On earth every act of love is tainted in 

some way because we cannot help a bit 

of selfishness getting in.  In heaven we 

will know what true love is, for the 

very first time.  Heaven is actually re-

ality, and when we get there we will 

realise that this earth was only a pale 

shadow. 

     Third, this hope is a gift of God the 

Father given to all who trust Jesus as 

their Saviour and live their lives with 

him as Lord.  It comes from God’s 

grace, something given us though we 

can never deserve it.  If your desire is 

to follow Jesus then this gift is yours, 

something you can rely upon totally.  

You will fail to be what you should be, 

but an awareness of your failings and a 

determination to grow closer to Jesus 

will bring forgiveness and a new start. 

     There are many things that can 

cause us to lose hope. Illness is one; 

others are bereavement or relationship 

breakdown or unemployment or des-

pair.  It is precisely then, of course, we 

need hope most.  At those moments it 

is vital we return to the centre of our 

faith.  Jesus loves us and he promises 

never to leave us.  Whatever the out-

ward situation may be, faith is taking 

him at his word and trusting him for 

now and for the future.  Things may 

get tough, but He will prove to be 

faithful, I guarantee it! 

 

David Howard 
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SERVICE CALENDAR 

Sun 13th TRINITY 4 
 

9.30am  CHRIST CHURCH    

              Parish Communion 

 

6.00pm  Marston Chapel 

              Area World Church Group 

Visit the church website: www.christchurchworton.org.uk 

August 

July 

Sun 27th TRINITY 6 
 

9.30am   CHRIST CHURCH  

               Parish Communion 
 

6.00pm   Marston Chapel 

               Rev Cathy Arscott 

 

There were no baptisms, weddings or funerals at Christ Church in May. 

Sun 20th TRINITY 5 
 

9.30am  CHRIST CHURCH  

              Morning Worship 
 

6.00pm  Marston Chapel 

              Rev David Ellis 

Sun 3rd TRINITY 7 
 

8.00am  CHRIST CHURCH  

              Holy Communion 
 

9.30am  CHRIST CHURCH 

              No service; the final service of 

              holiday club will be on  

              Marston Green at 4.00 pm. 
               

4.00pm  Open Air Service on  

              Marston Green 

Sun 6th TRINITY 3 
 

8.00am  CHRIST CHURCH  

              Holy Communion 
 

9.30am  Family Service in Worton and 

                   Marston Village Hall 

          (Please note the earlier start time) 
               

6.00pm  Marston Chapel 

              Mr Eric Clifford 

July 

Sat 12th 
 

6.00pm  CHRIST CHURCH  

              Cluster Praise Service 
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CHURCH ROTAS 

                    Altar  Brass Church 

                    Flowers Cleaning Flowers 
 

June 29th  Mrs Brierley Mrs Brierley  Mrs M Brewer 

July 6th   Mrs Brierley Mrs Brierley Mrs A Darling 

July 13th   Mrs Walker Mrs Mason Mrs S Hale 

July 20th    Mrs Smith Mrs Collins  Mrs S Horn 

July 27th   Mrs Puckle Hobbs Mrs Lane Mrs D Harwood 

August 3rd  tbc tbc Mrs G Holiday 

        Church Cleaning 

              July 13th:        Mrs Purchas, Mr B Mitchel 

              July 20th:        Mrs Coleman, Mrs Pratt 

Sidesmen for July 

 

Sun 6th      8.00am Mr R Shercliff      Holy Communion  

                  9.30am Mrs A Pratt, Mr N Coleman Family Service 

     (in Village Hall) 
      

Sun 13th    9.30am Mr P Witcher, Mr T Walker Parish Communion  

  

Sun 20th    9.30am Mr A Pratt, Mr T Brewer Morning Worship 
 

Sun 27th    9.30am  Mrs J Buckley, Mrs A Cross Parish Communion 

                  

Sidesmen for August 
 

Sun 3rd     8.00am Mr R Shercliff      Holy Communion  

                  9.30am                                                               No service at  

                                                                                                      Christ Church 
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Local – Professional - Affordable                 
 

Let us do the dirty work with tender loving care ( and a thorough clean ) of your 
oven, hob, range, Aga, microwave, extractor, or BBQ, using the unique, eco 

friendly and non caustic Ovenclean system 

 

Call now on 01672 556404 or 0800 840 7127 
 

The same family run business but with a  
new telephone number 

 

Visit : www.ovenclean.com  

http://www.ovenclean.com/
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Service Times at Christ Church 
 

The service time is changing at Christ Church 

for a trial period of six months. 

 

From July 6th until the end of the year  

the service will begin at 9.30 am. 

 

For some time many have been asking whether this would be more sensible, now 

is the time to find out. 

The new time will enable the service taker to talk to people after the service, and 

also to arrive at Potterne able to begin the service on time! 

Please make your views known to PCC members as the months pass and you have 

a chance to reflect on the change. 

(Our parishes are the only ones in local villages with the same start time each 

week - we are very fortunate!) 

9.30am 

 
2014 Holiday Club for Primary School Children 

 

Potterne Vicarage Garden 
 

28th July – 1st August   10.00 – 12.00 

 

£1.00 per session - booking forms 

 available through school or from the vicarage now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If anyone has any large cardboard boxes, white goods size,  

we would love to have them please. Thanks 
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 Trevor Hale 

          NPTC Certified (arb) 

  

  

  

  

 Tree Surgery 

     Covering All aspects 

  Including Stump grinding 

     Chipping & Hedging 

 07737934777 
    www.wiltshiretreesurgery.co 

      Fully insured, Seend  
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The next parish walk is on Sunday 6th July, leaving the pub at 10am  

and returning about 11.30am for bacon rolls. 

Worton & Marston Family of Churches 
 

Annual Drive In Service on Marston Green 

 

Sunday August 1st at 4.00 pm 

 
We invite you all to join us for what is always a very special occasion. 

Like last year, this will be the final service of the Holiday Club, with some of the 

team taking part. 

Enjoy a barbeque with us after, salads and bread provided; please bring your own 

food to cook, and whatever you like to drink. 

Please note; this is the only Family Service this week. 

 

Look forward to seeing you there. 

St. Mary’s and Christ Church Fetes,  

with sports tournament at Worton. 
 

Many thanks to everyone who helped in any way 

to make this year’s Fetes such successful events. 

We are very grateful to everyone who donated, 

collected, created, erected, sold, served, cleared, 

played, bbqed, ate drank and were merry; as well, 

of course, to those who came along and spent their 

money!    

We trust you all had a good time.   

We are always open to suggestions regarding these events and certainly welcome 

any offers of help. 

Fantastic Raffle Prize….. 
 

The gift of a luxury night for two at the Savoy Hotel in London with theatre vouch-

ers has been made to St. Mary’s Church. Accordingly we have decided to raffle 

this amazing gift.  

We are inviting everyone to buy tickets for a chance to win this fabulous prize. 

Church members (from St. Mary’s and Christ Church) will have some to sell; 

please look out for them. 

Tickets are £2.00 each and the winning number will be drawn on August 1st at the 

end of Holiday Club. 

Thank you, as ever for your support and of course to the donor of this prize. 

David Howard 
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TOM STEEL 
Oil Boiler Engineer 

 
Commissioning, Service & Maintenance 

 
Any problems? 

Give me a call on : 
01380 727603   or   0774 606 3147 

Oftec  
Registered 
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Flower Show 30th August 2014 
 

The schedules for this year's show are now ready. Keep a watch on the vil-

lage website: www.worton.org.uk, as the schedule will soon be available there for 

viewing only. If you wish to enter the Show you will need to buy the schedule/

entry form from any Committee member or the Rose & Crown. 

We have reintroduced the Children's Section this year so please encourage any 

young people you know to enter. 

Five Lanes School pupils will again be painting for the poster competition. We 

are always thrilled at the standard and variety of their artwork, some of which 

decorates the Village Hall for many weeks. 

Don' t forget to keep the photographic classes in mind when out and about with 

your camera through the summer. 
 

 Adults 1.Yellow (this could be a bit challenging! Anything yellow in the garden) 

             2. Poppies 

             3. A single butterfly or moth 
 

Children: Children - aged under 16 on 30th August 2014 

             1. A garden shed 

             2. Creepy crawlies (slugs, snails, worms, insects etc.) 

             3. A big flower.  
 

We shall be pleased to receive any raffle prizes for Show day. 

Committee contacts are: 

Sally Brooks - 720587, Bill Francis - 739986, Frank Marshall -729575 

Jeff Stocks - 726845 and Heather Walker - 725785. 

Let's all enjoy the summer, but with enough rain to make the gardens flourish. 

Heather Walker for Flower Show Committee 

 

WORTON FAMILY FUNDAY 26th JULY 2014 
In aid of the Devizes and District Opportunity Centre 

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
We are looking for any filled Bottles, Jars and Cans for the Bottle 

Tombola and specifically bottles of wine for the Wine and Water game. 
 

Please drop your donations to: 

130 High Street, Worton or Hams Transport, Hopton Industrial Estate. 
 

If you would like to help on a stall or with refreshments please contact: 

 Hilary Hams 07805 303969 hilaryhams@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Please come along and support this event. 
All money raised will go to help the Children that use the Centre! 

mailto:hilaryhams@yahoo.co.uk
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Tel: 01380 724202 

www.theroseandcrownworton.co.uk 

Your local pub 

  

Log burner   *   Garden 

Sunday Lunch 
£8.95 

Children’s Menu 
2 courses £4.95 

 
Take away menu 
Monday-Saturday 
 

Skittle Alley -  
Function Room 

(available 
free of charge) 

 
 

 
Real ales,  

wine by the glass, 
draught lager   

& cider  
 

Free wi-fi 

‘Use it or lose it’ 

 What’s on at the  

Rose & Crown?  
in July 2014 

Your local Pub 01380 724202 

Your Local Pub has Free WI-Fi 
 

 

 

Tuesday 1st July 

Burger Night 

6pm to 9pm Booking is recommended 

 

Wednesday 2nd July 

Lunch Bunch 12.45pm 

2 course meal, tea or coffee for only £12 per person 

Booking is required 

 

Sunday 6th July 

Breakfast 9am-11am 

Parish Walk 10am 

 

Tuesday 8th July 

Sausage Night 

6pm to 9pm Booking is recommended 

 

Tuesday 15th July  

Fish & Chip Supper 

6pm to 9pm Booking is recommended 

 

Tuesday 22nd July 

Curry Night 

6pm to 9pm Booking is recommended 

 

Sunday 27th July 

1pm Meat Raffle   

 7.30pm Pub Quiz followed by Rock & Roll Bingo 

 

Tuesday 29th July 

Steak Night 6pm to 9pm 
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LUNCH BUNCH 

 

 

The date for July is Wednesday 2nd when the menu will be:                  

Roast Beef, roast potatoes and vegetables  

followed by lemon meringue   

Tea or coffee  

£12 per person 
 

We gather from 12 noon onwards and sit down to eat at 12.45. 
 

If you would like to come along, meet people and support your local pub 

please contact Keith the landlord of the  

Rose and Crown 724202 

Country Venue 
 

at Five Lanes Farm 
 

Marquee seats 200 
Licensed Bar 

Parties, Events 
Catering, Hog Roast. 

 
Teresa Chandler 
01380 725643 
07970953557 

 

 

     Wiltshire Citizens Advice 
 

As expected with so many things changing we are needed 

more than ever. So we are looking for people to join us as a 

volunteer.  We are particularly looking for people to be the first point of contact 

for people who are facing a difficult issue, need advice or information to resolve 

their problems. We are also looking for receptionists and administrators. We will 

provide training and support. You need to be a good listener and willing to learn 

and pass on information. 

In return we will offer you quality training, a supportive team of colleagues and a 

chance to influence policy making and make a difference. 

Volunteering can be hugely rewarding. As well as helping people from your com-

munity, many volunteers gain valuable skills and go on to find employment in the 

advice sector. 

If you have one day a week to offer please contact us:  

volunteer@cabwiltshire.org.uk  

mailto:volunteer@cabwiltshire.org.uk
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Conservation Contractors 
 Providing a comprehensive locally based 

tree maintenance service 

Free advice 

Surveys 

Surgery 

Planting 

 William Warden 01380 726739 

Mobile – 07889 461358 

www.conservation-contractors.co.uk  
because common sense is no longer common! 

Richard Ellis 
Wall & Floor Tiler 

Painting & Decorating service 
01380 729828 / 07980797377 

Rich-Ellis@outlook.com 

http://www.conservation-contractors.co.uk
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New Good Neighbour  

Co-ordinator for the Devizes 

Community Area. 
 

      

          Hello! My name is Alex North and I have recently taken over from Caroline 

as the GNC for Devizes and the surrounding villages. 

     Some of you may have already seen me out and about. I am currently in the 

process of visiting as many individuals and groups as possible to introduce myself 

and begin to try and put faces to names (and remember them for that matter). If 

you see me around please don’t hesitate to come over and say hello. You may 

even be able to help me with directions! 

     For those that may not know, Good Neighbours is all about linking residents 

with the services that they need to remain independent in the community. It is a 

free, confidential and non-judgemental service and works by referral. To find out 

more you can contact me via the details at the bottom. 

     Something that I am personally very keen to do is reach out to those that, for a 

number of reasons, do not come to the lunch clubs, friendship circles or activity 

groups. Social interaction is very important and I invite ideas or thoughts that any 

of you may have to help remove barriers and improve it in our area. Maybe it is 

something we can work together on... 

     Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you think I may be able to help. If call-

ing, please leave a message and I will get back to you as soon as I can.  

     I look forward to meeting you. 

Alex North, Good Neighbour Co-ordinator for Devizes villages. 

M: 07557 922027        E: devizesgnc@communityfirst.org.uk 

As I walked along the seashore, this young boy greeted me. 

He was tossing stranded starfish back into the deep blue sea. 

I said "tell me why you bother, why you waste your time this way. 

There's a million stranded starfish, does it matter anyway?" 

 

And he said "it matters to this one - it deserves a chance to grow. 

It matters to this one - I can't save them all, I know. 

But it matters to this one, I'll return it to the sea. 

It matters to this one, and it matters to me.  
 

 

mailto:devizesgnc@communityfirst.org.uk
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June 200 Club  winners   
£50 = No. 6 Keith Wright           £10 = No 124 Norah Brierley 

 

VILLAGE HALL MAINTENANCE 

 

     Eight people turned out on Saturday June 7th for the third Village Hall mainte-

nance morning and although the weather was changeable we managed to achieve 

quite a bit.  Hopefully some of you will have noticed that the railings have now 

been sanded and painted and the fire door has had its top coat.  We also prepared 

some of the outside window sills ready for top coating next time, and built a com-

post bin (out of the old front door). 

     Inside we painted the window sills and sorted the draught that came from the 

badly fitted fire door and continued with cleaning.  But, the most noticeable 

change is that we have made a start to the lobby by removing the interior wooden 

structure that held some coat hooks.  This is in preparation for work which the 

Trustees hope to commission for August on re-skimming the floor in the lobby.  

As a temporary measure, for those of you using the Hall, there is an adjustable 

pole with coat hangers replacing the coat hooks. 

Maintenance mornings are fun and we always leave with a feeling of satisfaction.  

Why don’t you come along to the next one and see for yourself?  The next 

maintenance day will be on Saturday July 19th. 

And many, many thanks to those of you who did turn out. 
 

Veronica Franklin, Trustee 

run for the community  
by volunteers 

WW1 – Remember and Celebrate our Freedom 

 

We have a lot to be grateful for and I was wondering if villagers would be inter-

ested in organising a number of events to mark each year of the World War I to 

show our gratitude to those who gave so much, ending with a celebration to 

mark the centenary of the end of this terrible war in 2018.   

If you have ideas and would like to share them or would like to help in any way 

please contact: Cathie Simpson at Orchard Cottage, Back Lane,  

via the Parish Council or on 723032. 
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Marston Parish meeting - 27th May 2014 
 

Philip Salaman chaired the meeting attended by 16 parishioners. 

 

Matters discussed were: 

 i. Regarding ownership of the piece of land at Norney Bridge, Dave Handsford 

is investigating historical use of the land. Until such time as this matter is re-

solved it was agreed to fund the purchase of a new seat. A grant has been ap-

plied for.  

ii. Chris Cash was thanked for the work keeping it tidy thus far. 

iii. ROW 10 needs some attention before the contractors return to see if repairs 

are needed. A work party will be organised asap. 

iv. Chrissy Salaman has volunteered to organise lettings of the village marquee.  

v. Marston Ladies Group are disbanding and are thanked for all their hard work 

over many years. They have asked that surplus funds should be passed to the 

Parish Council and used for the benefit of all parishioners. 

vi. It was agreed to get quotes for keeping the Green cut. 

vii. Marston Parish Council has submitted their response to the application for a 

Solar Farm at Lower End Farm, based on the results of the village consulta-

tion. 

 

Next meeting: November 25th 2014 

 

 

 

Marston Parish Council Meeting - 27th May 2014 
 

Present: Philip Salaman (Chairman), William Warden, Cathy Kavanagh, ’Cille 

Packer. 

 

The following items were discussed: 

 

i. Mr Salaman discussed the issue of dispensation for conflicts of interest.  It was 

pointed out that with such a small community there are likely to be occasions 

when the Council would be inquorate. 

ii. The ROW survey has now been completed and one landowner has been asked 

to remove an obstruction blocking a path over his land. A Path Improvement 

Grant has been applied for to place kissing gates on the path linking Plough 

Lane with Close Lane and permission is being sought from the landowners. 

iii. A new door has been ordered to repair the Phone Box with funds from the 

Insurers. 

iv. Robin Shercliff has compiled a record of all local people  killed in the war. A 

sum of £250 was agreed to support this effort. 

 v. The Annual Finance return was agreed and signed off. The insurance renewal 

was agreed. 

 

Proposed date for the next meeting 29th July 2014 commencing at 7.30pm in 

Marston Chapel. 

 

‘Cille Packer 
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Tim Weeding 

Building Design Services 

             Tel/Fax 01380 726903 
            Mob: 07717 177778 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

T.J. Weeding MCIAT 

Member of Chartered Institute 

of Architectural Technologists 

DOLMAN AUDIO VISUAL 

BERHILLS LANE FARM 
SELLS GREEN, MELKSHAM 
TELEPHONE 01380 828524 

WE KNOW 

 HI-FI 

 TELEVISION 

 VIDEO/DVD 
LITERALLY INSIDE OUT 

FOR PERSONAL SERVICE AND A  
PROFESSIONAL REPAIR TO ANY MAKE OF 
PRODUCT, ANCIENT OR MODERN, PLEASE 

TELEPHONE MAGGIE OR PETER 

DOLMAN AUDIO VISUAL IS AN AUTHORISED SERVICE 
CENTRE, PROVIDING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ON 

BEHALF OF LEADING MANUFACTURERS 

WE ALSO STOCK A 
RANGE OF QUALITY 

RECONDITIONED (NON EX-
RENTAL) EQUIPMENT 

CARRYING A MINIMUM 6 
MONTH WARRANTY 

FREE RANGE EGGS! 

 
Amazing eggs from birds with character and independence! 

Blue eggs, light brown eggs, dark brown eggs,  

white eggs, cream eggs … 

 

Free range duck and goose eggs too! 

 

Eggs can be ordered for weekly collection 

 

Collect en route at Orchard Cottage,  

Back Lane, Worton  

or call Cathie 723032 

 

Gluten free sausages and local lamb also available 
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Worton and Marston Gardening Club  

    

 

     The theme for our May Meeting was garden design. The evening was warm 

and sunny and was hosted by Sue and Andrew Lower at their new garden. It was a 

chance to find out about appropriate planting and for members to donate some 

plants to start Sue & Andrew’s planting scheme. 

     We were grateful for the advice from Mike Wilkinson about the principles of 

garden design. Joy and Nick Stokes also invited members to view their own gar-

den which has been designed and planted by Mike. Thank you to Sue and Andrew 

for their hospitality and to Nick and Joy for sharing their gardens with us.  

      Our July meeting will take place on Monday 21st.  It is our Annual BBQ so we 

hope for a warm sunny evening!  

     The barbecue will be hosted by Mrs Brierley (80 High Street, Worton). Re-

member to bring along a pudding or a salad as well as your own drinks. Anyone 

willing to try their hand at cooking will be most welcome! 

      If you would like any further information about the BBQ, please call Dot or 

Bill Francis on 01380 739986. 

     Worton & Marston Open Gardens & Allotments will take place on Sunday 29th 

June 11-5.  Further information available from Bill and Dot. 

Dot Francis, Programme Secretary  
   

If you would like to receive a copy of this year’s 
programme please contact:  

suzanne.bonfield@virgin.net or  
Bill Francis at bllyb01@aol.com 

 
   

Worton & Marston Ladies Group 
 

     Unfortunately we were unable to enter the museum for our meeting in April. 

No one turned up so after waiting in the rain and not feeling very happy we went 

home. We have heard since that the museum man was held up in London. 

     At our next meeting, to be held at Five Lanes Farm on June 25th, we will have a 

representative from Wiltshire Farm Foods. We invite anyone who is interested to 

come along at 8pm. You will be made very welcome. 

Sheila Hale 

mailto:suzanne.bonfield@virgin.net
mailto:bllyb01@aol.com
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               DARREN FORDHAM - Decorating 
 

                 Interior  & Exterior, Free  Estimates,  
                 24 year’s  experience 

 

                Contact 

                01380 723434 

               07786 066189 

                  d_fordham@sky.com 
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Frederick Kempster, the Worton Giant 
 

     Frederick John Kempster was born in 1889 in Bayswater, London being the 

youngest of five children to George and Florence Kempster. His parents were of 

normal height and Fred was the smallest member of the family as a child, but 

when he started to grow, he soon outpaced the rest and by the age of 20 he was 7 

feet 8 inches tall and weighed 22 stone. Fred used to visit his sister Ruth in Bath, 

where he was known as the Weston Giant. He used to visit the annual Lansdown 

Fair where he was part of a side-show act. 

 

     Frederick came to Worton in 1911 when he was travelling around Wiltshire 

with a French circus. It probably stopped for a few days in Devizes and Fred de-

cided to stay on, living in The Lodge with his sister and brother-in-law. Although 

The Grange, next door, was probably the largest house in Worton, Fred, the tallest 

man, had to live in one of the smallest. It is said that he had to enter on his hands 

and knees and had to have a special bed made by Mr Hunt, the village blacksmith. 

Fred used to light his cigarettes from the paraffin lamps in The Rose and Crown 

where he also played darts while kneeling. He used to walk from Worton to 

Melksham and Devizes where he was able to light his cigarettes from the gas 

street lamps. Nellie Thomas can also remember there being a mark on the screen 

between the class rooms in the old school showing Fred’s height, which by now 

was 8 feet 4 inches and  his boots were size 22. 

 

     In 1916 he moved from Worton to the Barge Inn at Seend Cleeve where his 

sister had taken over the canal side public house. Fred also toured Germany, 

where he was billed as Frederick the Great, the English Giant. He was in Germa-

ny when World War 1 broke out and was kept for a while in an internment camp 

and then in a hospital when he became ill until he was released home. 

 

     He later toured the North of England as a fairground attraction but whilst in 

Blackburn Fred was taken ill with pneumonia and died aged 29 years on 15th 

April 1918. If he could have had only one wish, it would surely have been to be 

of normal size. At his funeral in Blackburn cemetery the solid oak coffin which 

measured 9 feet long was carried by 10 brothers as pall bearers.  

 

 References: Around Devizes in Old Photographs by David Buxton. 

            An Introduction to Frederick the English Giant by Colin Alexander-Jones. 

 

Does anyone know any other stories about Frederick during his stay in Worton? 

 

Please see a picture of Frederick Kempster, the Worton Giant, on the next page. 

 

Dave Hansford 
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Contact: Christina Salaman, 01380 720120, Christina@Salaman.com  

mailto:Christina@Salaman.com
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Stressed is just desserts backwards. 

Frederick Kempster, the Worton Giant 
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For All Your Property Maintenance Requirements 
 

 Painting and Decorating (interior and exterior) 

 Tiling and Flooring 

 Paving, Decking and Patios 

 Guttering and Fascias 

 Light Building Works 

 Repair and Renovation Work 

 Garden Maintenance 

 
If you want a quote from an honest and reliable worker who takes  

pride in their work (references available) then contact … 

 
Robin Adams of ‘Adams Renovations’ (Devizes) 

07725 638 165  or 01380 720323  
or email adamsrenovations@tiscali.co.uk 

*  Free Quote       *  Competitive Prices     *  No Job is Too Small 
*  All Areas within Wiltshire Covered     *  Fully Insured 

mailto:adamsrenovations@tiscali.co.uk
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The programme includes: 

Music by Mendelssohn, Gluck, Rossini, Gershwin, Matthew Har-

ris, Monteverdi and others 

Words by authors including Shakespeare, Bernard Levin, Kurt 

Weill, Yeats and many more 

Performed by Geraldine Roche and her many friends, including 

Anna Markland (concert pianist and previous winner of BBC 

Young Musician of the Year), Lewis Cowen, Niall Hoskin, Pamela 

Rudge, Alex Denman and members of Operaletta and Titco. 
 

Come and enjoy a convivial evening of celebration! 
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                              DEVIZES TOWN BAND 
              Your local community concert wind band 
 

    WANTED - New brass and woodwind players  

                   from all musical backgrounds 

                For a friendly welcome meet us at the  

Wyvern Club, Church Walk, Devizes  

(behind St James’ Church on the Green) on Monday evenings 8 – 10pm. 
 

        Ring Hilary on 07805 303961 or email:  secretary@devizestownband.com 

                                             www.devizestownband.com 

ABC AIRPORT SERVICES 
 

Taxi Transfers to all Airports 

Ferry Ports 

Long Distance 

Meetings 

Please call for quotes 

01380 813657                                                 garymac2@sky.com 

mailto:secretary@devizestownband.com
http://www.devizestownband.com
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Steve Dagnall  
01380-727976 

The ‘Badgers’  
Worton & Cheverell FC  

http://www.wortonandcheverellfc.co.uk/ 

     Unfortunately the Annual Fun/Presentation was cancelled in June due to unpredicta-

ble weather conditions, and is now re-arranged for Saturday 5th July (please check web-

site for info). 

     On the International stage, the Under 13s played in the Saint Marcel International 

Tournament 2014 (France), being invited as representatives of West Lavington, whose 

twinning town St Pierre D’Autils is next to Saint Marcel. This is the second time that a 

team from Wiltshire has participated. The team raised all their own funds to travel and 

participate and the players were hosted by the twinned town association members. 

     The tournament, won by Wolverhampton Wanderers in 2011, had teams invited 

from England, Germany and Morocco, as well as top teams from the Normandy/

Parisian area of France. With quite a high standard of play expected from the 20 teams 

participating, the matches were 20 minutes in length and were 8-a-side, so not some-

thing our team was used to. 

     On day 1 they played 4 matches, winning 3 and losing 1 meaning they finished 

second in their league with a ‘top 8’ finish being guaranteed. 

     On the evening of Day 1, the team were met and welcomed by the Mayor of Saint 

Marcel, who recognised the contribution of the British over this ‘Special weekend’ 

commemorating the Normandy Landings ‘70th Anniversary’, as well as the importance 

of Sport in the development of young people in their region. 

     Day 2 saw the quarter final against Wolverhampton, a battle of the English teams. It 

was a very close match which turned on a dubious penalty decision when their French 

U16 international fell in the box. The final score was 2-0 which perhaps flattered 

Wolves.  

     This meant the team fell into a play off for 5th to 8th positions. Their next match was 

a 4-0 win against FC Yvelines, which meant they then went into a play-off for 5th or 

6th. 

     Unfortunately this game was to be played after a few hours, which in temperatures 

of 27 degrees, meant the boys were pretty tired by the time the match came around and 

didn’t really perform to their ability going down 4-0 in the end. 

     Overall a very creditable 6th place out of 20. A measure of the success is that 

Wolves only finished 4th. Many friends made the trip over, with many new French 

experiences for the boys: from culinary delights of snails, to the interaction with 

French families and players. 

  

Squad: James Black, Simon Gale, Charlie Strickland, Jack Churches, Ben Franklin, 

Franky Holdsworth, Darius Blackwood, Harry Davis, James Stobbart, Joseph Skinner, 

Declan McStravick, Alfie Brinton 

Coaches: Neil Black, Mick Holdsworth, Andy Brinton 

Minibus Driver: Steve Skinner, Photographer: Lincoln Blackwood 

 

Steve Dagnall     01380 727976 

http://www.wortonandcheverellfc.co.uk/
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WILLIAM BARTER, THATCHING CONTRACTOR 
All aspects of work undertaken in combed wheat reed & longstraw 

Roof surveys, repairs, newbuild & rethatch 

Specialising in unique timber framed thatched garden structures 

Complete design, build & aftercare service 

Fully insured, locally based, great references 
 

www.williambarter.com 

Telephone: 07506 377532  

Email: williambarter@yahoo.com 

“Don’t Shiver, We Deliver” 
 

Seasoned hard wood logs, Loads available 
 

 

Call James on 01380 850312 or 07970781828 

 

‘Keeping Wiltshire Warm’ 

All types of upholstery and soft 

furnishing work undertaken at 

‘very competitive rates’ 

 Chairs/sofas re-sprung, recovered & repaired 

 Curtains made to measure 

 Furniture re-caning 
For a free quotation please contact  

Hazel Rennie on 01380 722845 

TONY PARSONS 
Domestic Appliance Engineer 

Cookers                          Driers          Washing Machines 

SERVICE & REPAIRS 

Tel: 01380 723279             Mobile: 07970 117023 

http://www.williambarter.com
mailto:williambarter@yahoo.com
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WORTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

     Annual Parish Meeting - We had a very successful Annual Par ish Meeting which 

was very well attended.  We have adopted a new format and held the meeting in the Village 

hall where we gave a summary of the Parish Council’s achievements over the last municipal 

year and discussed ideas and plans for the forthcoming year.  Last year, we placed benches 

in the village and plan another two so that there will be a circular walk around the village 

with regular sitting areas for rest and relaxation; there are new parish notice boards, bus 

markings outside the school, financial support for the village hall, and regular speed watch 

sessions to deter speeding vehicles to name but a few.  A key issue for the Parish Council is 

road safety and proposed improvements were displayed for discussion. 

     Road Safety Improvements - The Par ish Council negotiated road safety improve-

ments with Wiltshire Council which include ‘SLOW’ patches and sign replacement at the 

north end bends, a formalised school coach stop opposite Sandleaze and an informal cross-

ing point in the High Street near Cedar Close.  The Parish Council has consulted with Pa-

rishioners in the immediate vicinity of these improvements which have received unanimous 

support.  We now await dates for work to commence but hope it will be in the school holi-

days.  We are also awaiting news of the revisions to the speed limit zone requested by Wor-

ton Parish Council, and as soon as we have the results we shall share them with you. 

     Defibrillator - Worton Par ish Council has received a generous grant by Aster  Com-

munities to enable the village to have its own defibrillator.  Keith and Margaret Green, land-

lords of the Rose and Crown, have kindly agreed for the defibrillator cabinet to be installed 

outside the pub.  Once the cabinet has been installed we will be arranging familiarisation 

sessions for anyone that wants to attend, but no training is required for anyone to use this 

essential life saving device as thanks to the wonders of modern technology it will talk you 

through each step. 

     Public Benches - Two fur ther  public benches, funded by another  generous grant 

from Aster Communities, will be installed at Cuckold Corner and at the junction of Cedar 

Close and the High Street.  We hope you will enjoy the respite they provide, particularly if 

you are exercising as part of recuperation. 

     Worton and Marston Bridleway - We are going to under take some pilot work to see 

how best to repair and maintain the bridleway from the Church to the bridge.  If you have 

any ideas please come and share them with us at the next Council meeting. 

     Worton Festival - For  next year  we would also like to hear  if there is suppor t for  a 

‘Worton festival’, bringing together a number of planned and regular events into one season 

of co-ordinated ‘festival’ activity.  Again, please come along and share your views at the 

next Parish Council meeting. 

     WW1 Remembrance - Worton and Marston Par ish Councils have both given grants 

to support an innovative project to remember our WW1 fallen.  This innovative project is 

led by Robin Shercliff and Worton Parish Council has undertaken to support his endeavours 

to include missing names on a war memorial.  Worton Parish Council will also be consider-

ing a number of public events over the next four years, stretching right through the com-

memorative period. 

     Come and Join In - Worton Par ish Councillors would like to invite all par ishioners 

to join us and share their views.  We welcome you on Monday, 7th July at 7.30pm in the 

Village Hall.  

 

Cllr Roger Wilshire                www.worton.org.uk                    clerk@worton.org.uk  

http://www.worton.org.uk/
mailto:clerk@worton.org.uk
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The i-team Ironing Services 

Covering Rowde, Bromham, Worton, Poulshot and surrounding villages. 
 
     In 2009 an elite ironing unit was court marshalled and jailed for 25 years for al-
leged crimes against un-ironed and creased clothing. Held in a maximum non-ironing 
facility they promptly escaped and now survive as mercenary ironing soldiers of for-
tune, helping those who are harassed, bullied and intimidated by baskets and piles of 
un-ironed washing. 
 
     Today with a price on their heads and wanted by the government, they work in 
the shadows of society where they are hunted by the local population who require 
their unique abilities to resolve issue’s involving creased clothing and other household 
items in a discreet, smoke free and professional manner. If you have a shirt/blouse or 
pair of trousers (as well as all other types of clothing and household items) that need 
ironing, or a basket of washing that you just can’t be bothered with after a hectic 
weekend, and if you can find them (not to difficult our contact details are below). 

 

Then you should call The i-team…………….Cue the music. 

 

Personal Items                                         Domestic household items 
Shirt/Blouse (hung) - £0.80                         Duvet covers/Sheets 
Shirt/Blouse (hung and starched) - £0.90       Single - £1.00 

Trousers/Skirts - £0.80                               Double - £1.25 
Jumpers/ Cardigan – £0.60                         King size - £1.50 
Polo shirts/T-shirt/Tops - £0.50                   Pillow cases x2 - £0.40 
Dress, Short - £1.20                                   Towels - Hand/Tea - £0.30 
Dress, Long - £1.80                                    Bath/large - £0.50 
Men/Ladies 2 piece suit - £4.00 
 

  MINIMUM ORDER OF £12.00 
 

                                        Delivery charge of £1.50 may apply 
 

Monday to Friday 
 

Fully insured 
 

Contact - Stacey/Brigette - 01380 829910/07999 818741   
 

Email: iteamironing@gmail.com 
 

www.i-teamironing.com 

mailto:iteamironing@gmail.com
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We have been thrilled to welcome so many new babies to Toddlers in the last few 

weeks. All our toddlers will be going to school in September 2015 so it is nice to 

see that Worton Toddlers will hopefully survive for another generation! Our 

crafting table is going from strength to strength; I think a lot of our Mums enjoy it 

more than the children! We have recently made some great beanbag frogs and all 

the Dads were proudly presented with pen pots on Fathers’ Day.  The summer 

holidays will be upon us soon so we will be celebrating the end of the year with a 

picnic at Marston Pond.   

We will also be taking a table at the Worton Family Fun Day selling any old chil-

dren’s clothes and toys to raise money for the Toddler Group. Please feel free to 

drop any donations in the Village Hall during our sessions or with Hilary Hams at 

130 Worton High Street. 

All babies & children are welcome £1.50 per family, any Wednesday in term time 

from 10am-12pm. Please come and join in the fun! 

Corinna Nickell    01380 727739 

Old clothes & toys needed! 
 

Worton Toddlers are selling any unwanted children’s clothes and toys 

at Worton Family Fun Day on Saturday 26th July  
to raise money for the group. 

 

Please bring any old clothes or toys to any Toddler session or drop them with 

Hilary Hams, 130 High Street, Worton 
Thank you for your support 
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COXHILL LANE, POTTERNE, DEVIZES, SN10 5PH 
Telephone: 01380 727180 

carys@blountscourtfarm.co.uk          www.blountscourtfarm.co.uk 

www.macmillan.org.uk 
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THE INDEPENDENT PRISONS MONITOR 

 

MONITORING FAIRNESS AND RESPECT FOR PEOPLE IN CUSTODY 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT HM PRISON ERLESTOKE 

 

     Here’s an offer you don’t see every day – the chance to monitor the standards 

in a prison local to you. We are currently looking for volunteers to join the Inde-

pendent Monitoring Board (IMB) at HMP Erlestoke, Devizes, Wiltshire, SN10 

5TU to help ensure that proper standards of care and decency are maintained. 

HMP Erlestoke is a Category C Male prison holding sentenced offenders.  

     You do not need any special qualifications or experience as we will provide all 

necessary training and support.  You need to be enthusiastic, open minded, pos-

sess effective communication skills and have the ability to exercise sound, objec-

tive judgment. We welcome applications from people over 18 who live within 30 

miles of the prison and are particularly keen to hear from young people, those of 

working age and individuals from black and minority ethnic communities, since 

these groups are under-represented on the existing IMB Erlestoke. 

     New Board Members will join the existing Members to monitor the prison, 

talking to prisoners and staff and attending the monthly Board Meeting which the 

Governor attends. Typically, this will take 2-3 days per month and visit timings 

may be flexible depending on the Board’s needs and those of the individual, alt-

hough some of the input may be needed during normal working hours. The work 

is unpaid and expenses will be covered. While there is no minimum length of time 

for a Board Member to serve, the maximum length of service on an IMB is 15 

years. 

     The role is about fairness and decency and is always educational, challenging 

and interesting.  You and your time will make a difference. 

     Please visit www.justice.gov.uk/about/imb to find out more and how being an 

IMB Member can benefit you.   

     An application pack along with further details on how to apply is available by 

downloading a copy from http://www.justice.gov.uk/jobs/independent-monitoring

-board.  Alternatively, please telephone 020 3334 3265, providing your name and 

address and we will post one to you. 

     Completed applications should be emailed to  

IMBrecruitment@justice.gsi.gov.uk or posted to IMB Secretariat, 9TH Floor Post 

Point 9.52, The Tower, 102 Petty France, London, SW1H 9AJ by the closing date 

of 27th July 2014.  Please note that late or incomplete applications may not be 

accepted.  Depending on the volume of applications, a paper sift may take place. 

 

Please quote campaign reference 148/Erlestoke/2014  

on all correspondence and forms. 

 

http://www.justice.gov.uk/about/imb
http://www.justice.gov.uk/jobs/independent-monitoring-board
http://www.justice.gov.uk/jobs/independent-monitoring-board
mailto:IMBrecruitment@justice.gsi.gov.uk
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Roger L D Wilshire 
 

Handyman 

 

General maintenance 

Painting 

Garden work 

Restructuring walls 

etc. 

 

 

Sandleaze, Worton 

 

07810127922 
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Notice Board 

One-off, personal classified for the  notice board are free of charge.  
Forward details to the Editor. 

‘No one cares how much you know  

until they know how much you care’ 

‘Stressed is just desserts backwards’ 

Worton & Marston 

Open Gardens & Allotments 

Sunday 29
th

 June 2014 

11am - 5pm 
 

£5 entry to all gardens 

Children free 

 

Teas and plant sales 
 

01380 739986 for more information  

Great praise for the Rose and Crown….. 
 

“Wow, what a super meal! Congratulations to Keith at the Rose & 

Crown and his new chef for cooking which was both imaginative 

and well-executed. We shall come again!”. Peter and Lucy 



The Bridge July 2014 

Page 40 

 

 

Deadline for items for the next Bridge is 15th July 2014. 
Giles Collins, Editor at Westview House, 109 High Street, Worton 

Telephone: 01380 728664 
E-mail: giles.collins@btinternet.com 

Regular Meetings  
 

In the Village Hall 

 Gardening Club   
    3rd Monday 8.00pm (not Aug /Dec) 

 Ladies Group 
    Last Wednesday (not Aug/Dec) 

 Women's Institute   
    2nd Tuesday 7.45pm 

 Worton Toddler Group 
    Wednesday 10.00 am—Noon 

 1st Worton & Marston Brownies 
Every Tuesday 

 Potterne Rainbows (term time) 
    Tuesday 4.30-5.30pm 

 

In the School 

 Worton Parish Council Meeting 

   1st Monday (not Aug) or as shown on 
notice boards 

 

In the Chapel at Marston 

 Marston Parish Council Meeting 
    Last Tuesday (every odd month) 
 

Various Venues  
Announced Monthly 

 Book Swap 

    2nd Saturday 10.00 - Noon 
 

Mobile Library 
Location: The School  - 1.00-1.40pm 
Next Dates (every other Monday) 

 Monday July 14th    

 Monday July 28th    
 

Call Wiltshire Library Services  
on 01225 713727 for information 

VILLAGE DIARY 

   July Events 
 
 

6th      Parish Walk 
9th    Lunch Bunch 
12th  Book Club 
12th  Jumble Sale 
19th   Village Hall maintenance day 
21st  Gardening Club 
26th  Family Fun Day 

Devizes Farmers’ Market 
Next: Saturday 5

th
 July 

 
 

The Shambles Antiques Market 
Every Tuesday 

Kerbside Collections (Wednesdays) 
Black box recycling - 9 & 23 July 

Plastic bottle/cardboard - 9 & 23 July 
Household waste - 2, 16 & 30 July  

Garden waste - 2, 16 & 30 July  

Call W&M LINK on 
720207 

Need help getting to hospital ap-
pointments or visiting the doctor 
and dentist? Or maybe, need   
some transport to get you to the 
shops? 

Worton and 
Marston Link 


