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Death of James Chapman 
 
 
A serious accident happened at West Lavington on Tuesday last.  A party had been shooting for 
a dinner at the Lamb Inn when a gun burst and a portion of the barrel came with great force 
against the head of a young man named James Chapman.  The poor fellow immediately fell 
insensible to the ground; and although he is still alive, there is no hope of his recovery.  He is 
since dead. 
 
Devizes & Wiltshire Gazette, 28 December 1848 
 
   
     

 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 


