
Eric John Uzzell my father. Lived in Dores Road. Served in the Royal Artillery Regiment REME 
as a Gunner from 1940 demobed in 1946.He was in the Royal Artillery during World War 2. At 
the beginning in 1940 his unit was the 75th Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment and they were 
protecting RAF Manston Airfield during the Battle of Britain. They were so busy at this time that 
he never left the gun trench – a hole in the ground – for six weeks. When the Battle of Britain 
was over, he was moved to Derby to provide anti-aircraft cover against German bombers who 
were attacking factories.  After a period in Essex he was posted to Egypt in 1942, then Iraq and 
Abadan in now called Iran. During this time was still on anti-aircraft guns, before going to Artillery
School to learn Field Gunnery

Information from Freda Milne

My uncle Leslie Bolton served in the RAF as a bomb aimer. He was a member of the 
Caterpillar Club for bailing out on 3 occasions to save his life. On the last attempt he badly 
injured his back and was treated in Wroughton hospital. He was an active member of the ROC 
after the war and was awarded the BEM.

Information from Liz Bellenger

Frank Russel who lived on Ermine street and who went down on the Ark Royal. He had been at
the Battle of River Plate on the Exeter but was then transferred to the Ark Royal after a brief 
home leave.

Information from Liz Bellenger

Eileen Fry (aged 5 in 1944) 
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W.W. II. Memories

Eric John Uzzell my father. Lived in Dores Road. Served in the Royal Artillery Regiment REME as a Gunner from 
1940 demobed in 1946.He was in the Royal Artillery during World War 2. At the beginning in 1940 his unit was the 
75th Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment and they were protecting RAF Manston Airfield during the Battle of Britain. They 
were so busy at this time that he never left the gun trench – a hole in the ground – for six weeks. When the Battle of 
Britain was over, he was moved to Derby to provide anti-aircraft cover against German bombers who were attacking
factories.  After a period in Essex he was posted to Egypt in 1942, then Iraq and Abadan in now called Iran. During 
this time was still on anti-aircraft guns, before going to Artillery School to learn Field Gunnery

Information from Freda Milne

My uncle Leslie Bolton served in the RAF as a bomb aimer. He was a member of the Caterpillar Club for bailing 
out on 3 occasions to save his life. On the last attempt he badly injured his back and was treated in Wroughton 
hospital. He was an active member of the ROC after the war and was awarded the BEM.

Information from Liz Bellenger

Frank Russel who lived on Ermine street and who went down on the Ark Royal. He had been at the Battle of River 
Plate on the Exeter but was then transferred to the Ark Royal after a brief home leave.

Information from Liz Bellenger

Eileen Fry (aged 5 in 1944) 
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