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THE SCHOOL COAT - OF - ARMS

In 1950 the school acquired its own coat-of-arms, designed by Mr. J. P.
Brooke-Little, Chairman of the Heraldry Society.

Since a number of pupils may be unfamiliar with the significance of
the symbols, we give here the “blazon’ expressed in modern English, and
explanations of the symbolism.

A green shield (indicating the field of youthful endeavour) carrying a
silver chevron bearing three red mitres (these represent Archbishop Otto
of Bayeux, to whom this part of England was granted by William the
Conqueror). Above the chevron two gold books (indicating wisdom and
knowledge), each surcharged with a blue cross (indicating the Christian
faith). Below the chevron a gold wheel with wings (indicating the railway
industry on which New Swindon was founded). The crest is a strong
right hand grasping the key of knowledge and the cross of self-sacrifice.
The mantling is green lined with silver, to match the principal colours of
the shield; it derives from the cloak which was worn by a knight-at-arms
over his armour. The motto: —

Omnia experire bona contine—
can be translated: —

Put all things to the test; cleave to that which is good.

T.SM.
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Your GCE will give you a flying
" start with the Midland—the start
i : of a real man’s career. You'll
' get on very quickly if you show
the ability we are looking for.
Get in touch with us (do it foday)
and come and talk to us about
yourself—and that GCE of yours.

You worked for
your GGE-

now make it work for you

Take a look at these examples from our salary scales (an
additional £150 is paid if working in Central London). There are
many higher salaries—all within your reach if you're bright.

Special Grade

Basic Scale  Merit Scale Scale
Age 16 £375 p.a. — -
i 20 £565 p.a. £615 p.a. —
{ 22 £665 p.a. £765 p.a. £865 p.a.
26 £890 p.a. £990 p.a. £1,090 p.a.
31 £1,120 p.a. £1,220 p.a. £1,320 p.a.

Entrants with ‘A’ Level successes in approved subjects will be
granted one year’s seniority on the basic salary scale.

Please write for an interview to:
%00, The Staff Manager,

{3 Midland Bank

®eee® Poultry, London E.C.2.
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From school leaver to manager
in twelve years

this could be you at Lloyds Bank @3‘

Twelve years from now, following a progressive course of practical
business training, you could be a member of the management of a branch
of Lloyds Bank, with a salary in excess of £2,200.

And you needn’t stop there. In senior management, your salary can go
well over £5000 a year. But at Lloyds it’s not just money you work for.
It’s a really satisfying career. As a manager you would be constantly in
touch with people—all types from the small personal account holder to
the business tycoon. They would be coming to you for expert advice on
business and money affairs. You would be right at the centre of life. So if
you have a strong, friendly personality and the right qualifications, Lloyds
Bank has much to offer you.

What are the right qualifications ? We should expect you to have a good
G.C.E.—preferably at ‘A’ level, for then you might gain a head start by
qualifying for entry on a higher salary trade. Like to know more ? Then
contact the Manager of the nearest branch of Lloyds or write to:—

MR. P. M. DYER, STAFF CONTROLLER
LLOYDS BANK LIMITED, 234 HIGH STREET, EXETER, DEVON.

2
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WANTED:
young men with
ambition

—to learn how to handle the affairs of
Britain’s liveliest bank, and do very well
for themselves in the process

Westminster Bank needs school leavers with ambition
plus, preferably, 5 ‘O’ and 2 ‘A’ level G.C.E. passes—
to train for top-level Management positions.

Our ideal man has the kind of enthusiasm that will make him
a Manager or an Executive of the Bank.

At 18 in Central London his pay will range from £610 to
£670 —in the country slightly less. On the Senior Manage-
ment Development Plan, this could well top a thousand a
year soon after he is 22. However young he may be to achieve
branch management, minimum salary is £2,255 ranging to
£6,500 and beyond.

We are proud of our own training schemes ; they cover all
management techniques and may lead on to studies at famous
business schools. Banking is vital to the smooth functioning
of society. As a banker, you will enjoy not only status and
friendship but the opportunity to make a genuine contribu-
tion to the welfare of the community.

If you would like to know more, telephone your local
Westminster Bank Manager, or post the coupon below.

e e ey

r—_————————————

To: Westminster Bank Limited, South-West District Staff Office,
I Bridge House, Baldwin Street, Bristol 1.
I Please send me more information about careers at Westminster Bank

ENSCEE NI S T T IR
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With Martins Bank, you could be a Manager before you are 30, a man of standing
in the community, whose advice is sought on every aspect of business and
financial matters. From there on, the highest management positions are wide
open if you have the ability and determination to achieve them.

If you have 4 'O’ Levels or 2 ‘A’ Levels, find out what a career with Martins Bank
could offer you. Write to the District General Manager, Martins Bank Limited,
48 Corn Street, Bristol 1

Basic salary scales: 16 years of age with 4 'O’ Levels £380 p.a.
18 years of age with 2 ‘A’ Levels £540 p.a.
21 years of age with a Degree £900 p.a.

Send the coupon now.

R e RN S

48 Corn Street, Bristol 1

Please send me details of a career with Martins Bank

NAME

ADDRESS

f sw 53 |
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School
Leavers

PLAN YOUR FUTURE
WITH PRESSED STEEL FISHER

YOU CAN APPLY TO ENTER
ONE OF OUR TRAINING SCHEMES

Hundreds of young people like yourself are being trained
for really worthwhile careers with Pressed Steel Fisher.
Why not be one of them? You will find the work interest-
ing. You will be thoroughly trained for your job. And you
will find many opportunities for future advancement with
this progressive Company. Opportunities exist for :

CRAFT, STUDENT AND
COMMERCIAL APPRENTICES

Find out more about your career with Pressed Steel Fisher.
Write now for full details about the career which interests
you most to :-

Education and Training Officer, Pressed Steel Fisher Limited,
Stratton St. Margaret, Swindon, Wilts.

Pressed Steel Fisher, are Europe’s largest manufacturers of
motor car bodies and press tools.

©Wiltshire OPC Project/2013/Nigel Chalk Updated July 2014 by Teresa Lewis



EDITORIAL

This has really been quite a year in education—in fact, the once tranquil
waters known as ‘learning’ and ‘scholarship’ seem to become stormy seas
far too frequently nowadays for the good of either. It cannot be easy
amid the mass of paper produced by educational theorists and conflicting
political creeds, for a school to achieve a settled, calm existence and have
a chance of reaching a corporate personality of its own. Yet we feel that
Headlands manages somehow to keep that sense of community and to
remain in many ways a ‘little world’ whilst being very alive to the wider
world around it. In today’s educational climate, this, in itself, is no mean
achievement.

The task of a School Magazine, however, is not to enter the educational
battlefield on one side or the other. That would be presumptuous and silly.
The task of a school magazine is to reflect that corporate personality of
the school of which we have just spoken. This we have tried to do. It is
this which should unify reports of school societies, school outings, school
activities, school sport—and even school examination results. We hope we
have succeeded. Good wine needs no bush and if we have failed, our
readers will appreciate that it is the fault of the magazine and not of the
school. The school stands for many of the old values which are treated
so contemptuously by those who should know better—we trust that it is
these values that the reader will find in the following pages.

Sub-Editorial Committee.

Alan Townsend; Susan Sargeant; Valerie Hacker; Madeleine Keefe;
Brenda Badnell; Claire Blowen; Keith Maddison; Nigel Wills.
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MISS A. JACOB

Miss A. Jacob retires at the end of this term after 18 years service to
Headlands. Miss Jacob came to the school in 1950 and was appointed
Senior Mistress and, for a number of years, ran the English Department.
The school’s loss will be very great for she has won the greatest respect
from all the pupils in the school and worked in and out of school hours
on problems concerned with the girls’ welfare.

, Miss Jacob has a natural dignity and ‘presence’ (that mysterious quality

| so hard to define and yet instantly apparent). An essentially kindly person
with very high standards which brought out the best in everyone who
came under her influence, she will be remembered with gratitude, parti-
cularly by the girls, for whom she did so much.

i Members of the staff will miss her as a friend and a valued adviser.
: May her retirement be a long and happy one.

MR. J. SHORES

Mr. J. Shores is retiring at the end of this session and his departure
from the school will indeed be a great loss.

After a distinguished war record during which he obtained the full rank
of Major, he came to Headlands in 1948, a very experienced teacher to
be responsible for the Art of the school. He made an immediate impact on
the school and the older members of the staff, and very many old students
will always remember the remarkable decorations he arranged on the
walls of the Euclid Street School Hall which was then the headquarters

,} of our social functions.

| Mr. Shores was a fine footballer and cricketer and he might well have
considered the career of a professional footballer. He was thus a most
useful member on the staff for games before the many duties of his depart-
ment made this impossible.

He started the Printing Club in the school and all societies have been
most grateful to him for assistance in the very many items associated
with their work.

Mr. Shores always had a deep interest in the welfare of his pupils and
the development of their characters. He has conducted his duties as
Housemaster with a combined wisdom and sense of humour. Always a
kind and considerate master, his pupils will remember with gratitude the
soundness of his teaching and the patience with which he has led them on
the path to success.

We wish him, and also Mrs. Shores, many years of active and well
deserved retirement.

7
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THE SCHOOL YEAR

This year the school has been, for the first time, completely 14+4—to
use the expression which we dislike at Headlands because of its ugly
trans-Atlantic sound, a Senior High School. Each individual fills a larger
area of classroom or corridor and the squeaking boyish trebles have now
become squeaking girlish trebles. The tone of the school has inevitably
adjusted to its more mature inmates for it is to this maturity that we look
as a compensation for the loss of the noisy, bubbly enthusiasm of the
l1-year olds. Many regulations, necessary for younger age-groups, have
been lifted; self-discipline has been stressed; and, we trust and believe,
the high standards, set by the school in the past, have been maintained.

It is not easy, however. Administration and control of such a large
unit comprised of such an age-group, is a matter of constant hard work,
long hours and careful thought. Examination entries for G.C.E. O Level,
G.CE. A Level and CS.E. have reached mammoth proportions, and the
administrative complexities of C.S.E. mode 3 examinations have aged
more than one long-suffering head of department. The masters in charge
of these examination entries perform miracles of labour which should
certainly qualify them for the Queen’s Award to Industry at the very
least. Careers interviews also cut far deeper than they used to do—
interviews went on over a period of months rather than days and the
Careers Advisory Officers almost became part of the staff in the Spring
Term. All part of the service to modern youth but all adding to the work
of nearly-modern middle-age. Internal examinations, too, present their
own problems. It is remarkable, at least to the writer of these notes, how
smoothly the internal examinations at the beginning (the very beginning)
of the Spring Term, went off, considering the bewildering number of
‘options’, ‘sets’ and ‘alternatives’ which had to be manipulated. The very
efficiency with which all these things are done should not blind the school
to the problems which are overcome in the doing of them—a swan glides
along beautifully but there is a great deal of threshing about underneath
the water.

The biggest single change in the school organisation, however, and one
which affected every single member of the school, was the change from
the main administrative unit becoming the tutorial group rather than the
form. This mixture of all forms in single groups based on houses, was
prompted by the need to integrate, as quickly as possible, every boy or
girl in a school which, by its very nature, has an enormous intake and
output (if that is the correct word) every year. These are early days to
judge the system but its start has been very promising and one no longer
goes into tutor groups to find their members gazing into space in an em- -
barrassed silence. The houses also play a larger part in the school than
before and a fifth has now made its appearance—Avebury—and has
acquitted itself well.

A school is only as good as its staff and we are losing some really valu-
able members at the end of this year. Miss Jacob’s loss to the school will
be a very real one indeed and we pay, elsewhere, our tribute to her. Mrs.
Gall and Mr. Shores are also leaving after many years’ service to the
school; they both did a great deal in many ways, will be sorely missed
and remembered with great affection by members of the school, past and
present. The present educational system makes constant movement of
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staff between schools inevitable and regrettable though this is in some
ways, schools probably gain more by this interchange than they lose—
although this is small consolation for a headmaster faced with the task of
replacing large numbers of staff. At the end of the Spring Term we said
goodbye to Mr. P. Sutcliffe (Rodway School, Bristol), to Mr. D. Parry
Jones (Deputy Headmaster, Wareham Secondary School), and to Mr. K.
Loveday (Scarborough High School). We thank them for their work
whilst here and congratulate them all on their new appointments. At the
end of the Summer Term, in addition to Miss Jacob, Mr. Shores and Mrs.
Gall, we shall lose Mrs. G. Geers, Mr. K. Stephenson (Leeds University for
one year), Mrs. J. Threader, Mr. B. W. Caws (Senior Lecturer in English,
Bognor Regis College of Education), Mr. R. Chapman (Dunstable G.S.),
Mr. D. Waters (Bishop Cleeve School, Cheltenham), Mr. T. Stewart
(Havorfordwest G.S.). At the beginning of this academic year we wel-
comed Mrs. J. Barnfield, Miss S. Crease, Miss S. Williams, Miss A. M.
Wood, Mr. D. V. Cook, Mr. R. Hicks, Mr. D. N. Judson, Mr. R. Lewis,
l Mr. A. Miller, Mr. R. J. Sobey, and Mr. J. D. Tweed. At the beginning
of the Summer Term we welcomed Mrs. Tomlinson and Major H. G.
Ashton who took up the post of Registrar. It seems strange to write this
now, for’ they have settled into the school so quickly that a welcome to
them seems rather out of place and this is no doubt as it should be. We
;} hope their stay with us will be a happy one. Looking a little further into
! the future, whilst on the subject of staff, we should like to welcome Miss
% M. Nutting, as Senior Mistress.
Teachers may move from school to school but once in Headlands they
, tend to remain fairly static during the teaching day—we refer, of course,
| to the fact that under the new system each member of staff has his or her
own room and the pupils move between lessons—mountains coming to
Mahomet. The mass-movements involved seemed to have caused little
delay in the starting-times of lessons and the whole arrangement has
worked with a remarkable smoothness although it was found necessary
to re-impose the ‘“‘single-file in the corridors™ rule which was lifted for a
considerable experimental period in the Autumn Term. As the Head-
master pointed out, he had no wish to re-impose irksome rules but the
width of the corridors just does not allow for a ‘freeway’ system; the size
of the occupants of the school also plays its part in this, of course.

What else is there as we look back over the past year? Various events
are mentioned in specific reports later in the magazine and some Summer
Term activities will take place too late for inclusion—the school féte and
the school sports, for example. This report must, therefore, rely a great
deal upon impressions and memories. It was strange, for example, to find
a school year beginning without Mr. D. H. MacLean running the day-
to-day organisation but Mr. D. C. Glover soon showed what a worthy
successor he was, and we had the further pleasure of welcoming Mr.
MacLean back to help us out in the Autumn Term (when Mr. J. Garside
had to into hospital for an eye-operation, following an all-in wrestling
bout with his 5-year-old son) and again in the Summer Term together
with Miss Almond, to help the skeletoned History Department.

It was quite a bright year for the Sixth Form. M4 completed its
metamorphosis into a Sixth Form Common Room complete with carpet,
easy chairs, curtains and a coffee-bar. It remains to be seen whether the
results of the coffee bar are disastrous for the carpet, curtains and easy

9
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chairs. Enough to say that the Sixth Form Common Room is superior in
comfort at the moment to the Men’s Staff Room—truly symbolic of the
age in which we live? In the Spring Term we also staged a Sixth Form
Exhibition in the West Hall as part of the Careers Exhibition in the Main
Hall. The result was an impressive display by all departments on what
really can be done at Sixth Form level and, on the suggestion of the
Deputy Director of Education, parties from our three Junior High Schools
visited it during the morning after the main exhibition. The Sixth Form
Soirée was a particularly enjoyable affair at the end of the Autumn Term
and the dancing classes, referred to in last year’s report, have continued
to flourish. We are pleased to see that more and more people are taking
advantage of the chances offered by a Sixth Form and the range of courses
available has been greatly extended to suit the wider range of abilities and
interests for which we must now cater.

The school has sprouted a number of excrescences known as ‘caravan
classrooms’. We now have four. Practical, comfortable and ugly they
squat, two at the front of the school and two at the back. Staff wander off
towards them in the early morning mist, reappearing again to have con-
verse with their fellow man at brief intervals throughout the day. Numbers
3 and 4 caused some concern by refusing to be ready for several weeks
after their arrival. However, they have now been tamed. There has been
no other new building which, in many ways, has been a relief.

And that is about it. From this brief review of a crowded year we have,
no doubt, omitted much, but we refer our readers (those, at least, who
have got this far) to the Headmasters’ Report, which will give a clearer
picture of the year’s activities. Certainly at Headlands, what ever we do,
we do not stagnate—it’s all happening.

PUNISHMENT ?

It is uncomfortably hot in the bleak, unfriendly room,

But they all sit there in heavy winter coats.

They read, sleep, or try the ‘Mirror’ crossword,

Careful not to look up in case they meet another idle gaze.
All you hear within the room is the metallic sound

As the heavy hand of the clumsy clock wipes out

T he minutes of this life.

How they must hate the cold outside!

For rather than see and hear the trains, the porters,

T he clanging doors, the little Chinese ticket collector,

They prefer to sit in deathly quiet, concentrating on cheap books,
Or give up the effort and retreat to the sweet sanctuary of sleep.

Gradually the number diminishes,

Summoned forth by the great metallic hand.,

Or else, too weak-willed to withstand the pressure of unaccustomed
silence,

T hey cough, and shuffle, and ask in echoing voice,

‘Have you the time?’

W hile the clock, its presence abused, creaks louder than before.

10
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W hy don’t they go outside,

And listen to the trains?

And feel the throb of excitement,

T he racing, leaping pulse,

As a train speeds through the station
Giving its joyful cry, echoing in your head,
So that you feel an unsurpassed emotion
Of awe and admiration?

Another metallic clank, but this time accompanied
By an inaudible echo announcing the arrival of the ‘14.02 for Paddington.’
You gratefully leave the room, like a little boy escaping from school,
Determined, in future, to sit and watch the trains.

P.P:

THE MYSTERY OF THE FOREST

T he wood was deep and dark inside,
With tangled briar and sedge,

And the floor was carpeted with leaves
From trees now rotten and dead.

From age on age the forest had stood,
And sheltered the men of yore,

And many’s the death the trees had seen
Take place on the forest floor.

Deep inside a forest glade,

Through all the times that man has made,
A mystery from the days of old,

Stood, still tall and just as bold

As in the day’s of day’s gone by

W hen he was born to rule earth and sky.

He stood in the shadow of a tree,

With eyes both dark and bright,

W hile men outside from this time of ours,
Encroached on his forests’ right.

Everywhere, inside and out,
His piercing glance did shine,
Into the very souls of man,
Into the depths of his mind.

Those deep and piercing eyes grow sad.
As the deeds of man, both good and bad,
Came to the eyes of him.

And back to the forest glade he went,
And remembered the things of the past.

Those eyes gleamed kindly as these thoughts of the past
Came flooding to his mind,
Until the dawn of one fine day,

The light that shone forth was gone.
R.M.

11
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SIXTH FORM EXHIBITION

On the afternoon of Tuesday, 20th February and during the morning
of Wednesday, 21st February, many strange objects converged on the
West Hall; we are not referring to members of staff or to members of the
Sixth Form, but to ‘things’ in bowls and machines of all shapes and sizes.
The Sixth Form Exhibition was being prepared. What had started as an
idea that we might show a few things as part of the Careers Exhibition
in the Main Hall had ‘escalated’. The West Hall was set aside for the
purpose and the West Hall was filled. Mr. Freeman’s boat provided a
spectacular stand for the P.E. Department, typists tapped away as part of
the Commerce Display and the departments who could really provide
visual aids really provided them. Everything blended in together—the
Arts departments providing a modest “background, and a display of
University opportunities provided the central feature.

On the evening of 21st February, the hall, filled with all these academic
wonders, was also filled with people. Sixth formers and staff attempted
to answer questions—sometimes even attempted to explain examination
papers—and considerable interest in the possibilities of Sixth Form
education was aroused. What is even more remarkable the tempting food
displayed by the domestic science department remained uneaten. On the
morning of the 22nd February the top forms from Pinehurst, Penhill and
Kingsdown visited the exhibition and took a keen and intelligent interest
in the display. This was an exhibition which might well have made some
people think again before leaving school at the end of the fifth year, and
as such, justified itself.

12
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THURSDAY, 4th APRIL, 1968
at 2.15 p.m. and 7.15 p.m.

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM
THE CHAIRMAN’'S REMARKS

COUNCILLOR H. W. GARDNER,
Chairman of the School Governors

MusicH . viiliieh hdoaie . RRde s o Girls’ Choir
Reeitation) & 1 e ul vl bia s ir il Geralda Carolan
Alan Williams
THE HEADMASTER’S REPORT
THE SCHOOL SONG
ADDRESS :

D. H. MACLEAN, ESQ., B.A.
formerly Deputy Headmaster
PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATES:

MRS. D. H. MACLEAN
PRESENTATION OF PRIZES:

by ‘
THE WORSHIPFUL THE MAYOR,
ALDERMAN H. G. LEWIS, J.P.

I BT Gl MO e o S (AN S T Wynford Rées :
RECTatibne ans e e i f Sl el . 40 ot € Wy Susan Sargeant’
: Derek Harris

VOTE OF THANKS—CouncIiiLLoR T. I. THoMAs ' *
PATRICIA PLUNKETT AND PAUL BAILEY :

THE SCHOOL HYMN
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3U Maureen Frampton
Alison Walker
Vivienne Stone
n Patricia Noble

3A Martin Drake
Raymond Ives
David Usher
n Desmond Jones

3E Jocelyn Looker
Clive Stevens
Graham Davies

3R Jennifer Thomson
Mirian Wicker
Jane Fry

IVG
p David Parsons

IVF

p Lorraine Young
IVM1

p Raymond Larty
IVvM2

p Paul Dixon
VI

p Edward Deegan
IvP

p Catherine Collins

Ve
p Carmel Victory

4U Christine Timms
Lynnet Pready
n Deborah John

4S Alexis Parry
Susan Palmer

4A Alan Cufaude
Peter Street

KEY m

PRIZE WINNERS

4E Barbara Richardson
Andrew Piegdon
n Anthony Stephens

4R Nicola Maggs
Jacqueline Purser

4G1 Brian Sewell
Stephen Collier

4G2 Graham Furze
Barry Birch

4F1 Valerie Elliman
Stephen Cornish

4F2 Bernard Cortes
Margaret Clark
n Gary Hibberd

4M1 Richard Pfleger
Nigel Langley

4M2 Martin Farley
Ashley Hicks

4L1 Josephine Lewis
Jacqueline Darling
n Susan Paginton

4L2 Linda Gibbs
Denise J. Baker

4P1 David Budd
Michael Parsons

4P2 Stephen Andrews
Steven Burt

SA Jane Harmer
Susan Mann
m Andrew Collier
a Keith Maddison
c Lorraine Firth

SB Christine Pratt
Susan Sargeant

5S Claire Blowen
Margaret Aylett

Barron Mathematics Prize

g Leslie Hall Geography Prize
w  Stanley Jones Woodwork Prize
a  Art Prize provided by Parent/Teacher Association

¢ Craft Prize provided by Parent/Teacher Association

nd. Form Prize and Needlework Prize provided by Parent/Teacher Associ-

ation.

SE Stephen Prince
Susan Allen
w Stephen Guyatt

SR Carol Breingan
Ruth Radway

5G
mt. John Neale
nd. Wendy Newman

SM Beverley Angell
Shirley Sewell

SF Roger Brice
Richard Ranford

SL Eric Dancer
Marian Delapp

SC Michael Skinner
Gillian Middleton

5P1 Courtney Weston
David Stroud

5P2 Terry Cook
Graham Goodwin

6 ARTS

Carole Gough
Malcolm Grubb
Patricia Wright

g Michael Wood

g Stephen Manham

6 SCIENCE

Nigel Wills
Patrick Kiernan

Sir Arthur Hall Prize:

Edmund R. Stow
Steven Webb

George Bond Engineer-
ing Prize: ;
Stewart Scholtz

mt. Form Prize and Crook Metalwork Prize presented by Parent/Teacher

Association in memory of Mr. E. M. Crook

p  Progress prizes provided by Ashworth and A. J. Dicks Funds, awarded
to 1967 entrants

n  Prize for neatness
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THE HEADMASTER’S SPEECH

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, we have reached Speech Day
1968, and the school is 72 years old. My first duty as usual is to welcome
visitors on behalf of the school. First 'you, Mr. Chairman. It is a great
pleasure to have you presiding for the twelfth time. We know how for-
tunate we are to have you presiding over our fortunes, so firmly, so ably,
and so humanely, and in thanking you I should like to include a warm
thank you to all the Governors for the service they have rendered during
the past year. We are very honoured to have His Worship the Mayor to
grace our proceedings this evening, and as a former Governor of the
school he is an old friend. What shall I say about the distinguished visitor
who has come to speak to us, Mr. Donald MacLean? At our last Speech
Day I expressed my appreciation of his long and distinguished service to
the school, knowing that he was retiring in the summer after 4] years of
service, but when I was thinking who to invite to be our distinguished
guest today, I suddenly realised that, with luck, we could have him on the
platform for at least one more year.

At a very crucial moment at the beginning of the last war, Sir Winston
Churchill who had been in the political wilderness was reappointed to a
post he had previously held years before, First Lord of the Admiralty and
a signal was sent to the fleet ‘Winston is back’, I can signal to you, ‘Donald
is back’ for he has promised to come back next term to help the History
Department in its time of shortage. It must be a record that a past and
future member of staff should also be the distinguished visitor at Speech
Day. We are very honoured to have Mrs. MacLean with us to share in the
quite extensive distribution of prizes and certificates.

The name of other members of staff who have left are on my printed
report. In the amount of time at my disposal today, I cannot possibly do
justice to their service to the school, but I must refer to Miss Harris who
left us after twelve years. We miss her very much as indeed we miss the
other ten full-time teachers who moved to other schools or household
duties. We could ill-afford to lose nine full-time lady members of staff in
one year, and unfortunately only four lady teachers have been recruited
in their place. The success of the school depends on our being able to
attract and hold the skilful and devoted staff which is absolutely necessary
for a school of this type. The progress of re-organisation in many parts of
the country has been slow and there are still very attractive posts in
Grammar Schools and Secondary Modern Schools offering special induce-
ments of experience and finance, and much less intensive examination
work. It is therefore essential that Swindon Senior High Schools should be
able to offer special inducements and we also have a very strong interest
in pleading for the best possible staffing of the Junior High Schools, be-
cause their work is vital to our success. Several valuable and experienced
teachers are leaving at Easter for promotion and it is not proving easy to
replace them. We also know that Miss Jacob and Mr. Shores are retiring
from the profession at the end of the Summer Term, when I hope to pay a
worthy tribute to them in the School Magazine. Mr. Shores has been in
charge of Art at Headlands for 20 years. In his day, a fine footballer and
skilful cricketer, and always a fine art teacher disciplinarian and true
friend to the boys and girls, Mr. Shores will be sorely missed.

When Miss Jacob came to Headlands in 1950 as the Senior Mistress,
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. we could not afford to have a Head of the English Department and Miss
Jacob carried out both duties for many years with complete efficiency.
This included play production and organising all the English teaching of
the school. Always unequivocal and remarkably accurate in judgement,
as well as deeply sympathetic with the needs of the girls, she has always
been available as a guide and counsellor. One always knew that the exami-
nation results of her classes would be first-rate. Old girls looking back on
their school days realise how much they owe to her. We wish her many
years of happiness in her retirement.

The amalgamation of the Euclid and College schools in 1943, or the
move from the College building to the new school out here in 1952 were
events in our history but they changed the school far less than the re-
organisation in 1965. That was a turning point the success of which must
be left to historians of the school in years to come. So far the number of
children in the school has not altered much, but of course the average age
has gone up because no-one comes before the age of 14 and the average
age of entry is 141. We now have no youngsters skipping about. For the
first time we have in the Sixth Form a number of boys and girls who have
not passed up the school from the age of eleven. The precise number is 44.
The Science Sixth Form continues to shrink, but this is a national problem
to which I will refer later. This year a total of 42 compared with 48 last
year. The number in the Arts Sixth and Seventh Year at 98 is exactly
the same as last year but there are also 35 boys and girls taking partly
Arts and partly Science subjects who are not aiming at Universities but
are continuing their studies to improve their examination results and en-
hance their own qualifications and personalities. This is a trend which
will undoubtedly continue and increase. We have much to offer boys and
girls who really want to stay on at school for this purpose. We can provide
not only scientific, literary, engineering and secretarial skills and training
in domestic arts, but also the opportunity of improving their Fifth Year
results and of living in an ordered and civilised family community. I am
glad the Authority has been far-sighted enough to realise that we shall
soon have over 200 boys and girls aged 17, 18 and 19, and that they need
adult amenities and facilities if they are to become responsible adults.

Apart from typewriting, we are not teaching any more subjects than we
were before re-organisation. The only difference is that we have many
more boys and girls who are interested in practice rather than in theory
and of course they are all relatively mature and about to sit for General
Certificate of Education or Certificate of Secondary Education. Hence
their work and the corresponding staff-load are much greater in quantity
than with younger pupils. We are doing much more woodwork and metal-
work, technical drawing and office practice, cookery and needlework,
than we did before, but the work in English and Mathematics is just as
important as ever. History, Geography and Science help boys and girls to
understand themselves and their environment. Sports, music and art help
to increase their enjoyment of life. But religious and moral education,
training in how to behave and how to meet the testing times of life, are
the really important parts of education, which we share with the parents
and the churches.

In order to encourage boys and girls of differing ages and interests
within the school to help one another, we have extended the House
system very much this year. First of all we made a Fifth House, and then
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divided each House into eight homogeneous groups, each of which con-
tains boys and girls of various ages. Each Group has one member of staff,
as a Tutor specially in charge of the welfare of its members. The Tutor
Groups meet twice every day for registration and other business and each
| is already beginning to have its own family characteristics. In July each
~f group will lose a few members and make up its number by admitting a
few boys and girls from the new intake, who will thus be made welcome
by those who are here already and should be quickly assimilated into
the life of the school.

I suppose I ought to say a few words about examination results. You
will see that students took 256 separate Advanced Level subjects and 80%,
passed, which is well above the Grammar School average and far above
the Comprehensive School average as given in the University of London
statistics. At Ordinary Level we had 1,105 subject entries, as against 866
last year. The number of subjects passed was 699, which is exactly the
same as last year and well above the national average. We do not weed
out the weaker candidates as some schools do. I am particularly pleased
with our first batch of C.S.E. results. I think I am right in saying that we
entered more candidates for C.S.E. than any other school in the S.W.
Division, but none of them were boys and girls who had switched from
the more difficult G.C.E. The result was on average 5.4 subjects per pupil
and of these 109 were gained at Grade 1. Those who are in a position to
judge and make comparisons will agree that these results are quite out-
standing and I should like to congratulate the staff who taught those boys
and girls, not only in our school, but in the schools from which they came.

This gives me the opportunity of thanking the staff, teaching, clerical
and domestic, of Headlands for all they have done during the past year,
in a time of very rapid change and development in the school. Their
loyalty and enthusiasm and readiness to experiment with new ideas and
new methods has been vital, and as Deputy Headmaster, we are indeed
fortunate to have Mr. Glover to succeed Mr. MacLean; nobody could
have done so more successfully.

In September we admit 362 new pupils and for the first time these will
be of the complete ability range and for the first time will include boys
and girls from Kingsdown Junior High School. These boys and girls may
be assured of a warm welcome, and, having visited them, I know that their
parents too are full of enthusiasm. The Headmasters and subject teachers
from our contributory schools have co-operated most fully with us to
ensure a smooth transfer, the proof of which will be the G.C.E. and C.S.E.
results in 1970.

There are so many other things about which 1 would like to speak.
First, accommodation in the school. New practical rooms for the boys are
urgently needed and I am glad to say that we expect work to begin very
soon on the building. We also need more space for careers, more space
for House activities and organisation, and more space for modern project
work and swimming bath. I hope many visitors will walk round the school
after the ceremony and if so, look in at M4, the new Sixth Form Common
Room and Coffee Bar, which has now been furnished.

I should like to talk about the need to work for a University in the
Swindon area, a matter to which I called first attention at Speech Day
many years ago. Some day Swindon will be a City in its own right, and all
the interests, industrial and civic as far afield as Marlborough, Cirencester
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. and Faringdon should be uniting with us in the preparation. Certain lesser
‘places, by enthusiastic preparation have already gained the objective of
University status. Why not Swindon? Even a Teacher Training College
would be a beginning.

Year after year at Speech Day, like other Heads, I have called attention
to the urgent need for more mathematics and science teachers. The
Universities are now seriously alarmed. It is far easier to get in to study
science or engineering than other subjects, simply because the schools are
unable to educate and send forward enough young scientists. There is a
brain drain to America of frightening proportions. It costs Great Britain
about £20,000 to educate a Ph.D. and his value to the community through-
out his lifetime may be as much as £1 million. In 1965 we lost 1 out of 6
Ph.D’s who graduated but last year we lost 1 out of 3. We cannot afford
to pay an annual tribute to young men to America. Lord Bowden cal-
culated that the men who went last year were worth something like £200
million to American industry during their lifetime. What a difference it
would make to English schools if we could retain these young men, for a
high proportion of the ablest teachers in science and mathematics in the
schools are in the closing years of their service. You may have heard o
the Dainton Report on the flow of science candidates from the schools
into higher education. This report recommends that all Sixth Formers
going to University should study five subjects to Advanced Level, includ-
ing some science, a conclusion with which I am in complete agreement.
It is wrong that boys and girls should have to make up their minds at 16
and concentrate on a narrow field which, at 18 they may find was the
wrong one, but it is usually then too late to change, and in any case their
education has been too narrow for the modern world. The Dainton Report
found much to admire in the Scottish educational system where the Sixth
Form is much less specialised. But I notice that a Scottish correspondent
in the Times Educational Supplement, in reporting this, was far from
complacent, I quote: — ,

“There are more clouds over the northern skies than the report sug-
gests. For many years the recruitment of the highest qualified teachers of
mathematics and the sciences has been inadequate. A high proportion of
the ablest teachers in these disciplines are in the closing years of their
service. Some of them came into the schools in the 1930, having left
industry in the depression years . . . . . . 7

Too little attention has been given in Scotland to the effects of second-
ary re-organisation on the use of highly qualified and scarce teachers.
Thus the adoption of the all-through comprehensive system of secondary
education—especially when it is based on relatively small schools—may
mean that a considerable number of able pupils may have no opportunity
of encountering honours graduates in mathematics and science before the
closing years of their secondary schooling; some will not encounter them
in any year. The consequences for the flow of candidates in science into
higher education might be serious.”’

These remarks from Scotland have a moral for England too: there is a
great danger in the setting up of 6 or 8 stream entry Comprehensive
Schools which, although large by former standards, do not contain enough
able boys and girls and so cannot afford the special teaching which is
needed. It was to avoid this calamity that Headlands was made into a
Senior High School, recruiting at 14. Because we do not have to cope with
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younger children, we are able to find room for 14 classes of 14/15 year
olds and 14 classes of 15/16 year olds, as well as large Sixth and Seventh
Forms. This enables us to provide suitable teachers and courses for all
ranges of ability and interests. Don’t let us throw away this great advant-
age. I freely admit that I was one of those who was against the two-tier
system with the change-over at 14, but I now see the great wisdom of
those who arranged it, and after nearly three years experience I am
increasingly confident that the change of school at 14 can be accom-
plished without difficulty. Let us beware of six or eight stream 11-18
Comprehensive Schools. Although holding large numbers of children
they will be too small for efficiency in most areas and, especially in science
and mathematics, it will not be possible to staff them properly. Schools
are expensive institutions; the average cost to the rates and taxes of a
Fifth Former in a state school is given by the Ministry for last year as
£150 each, and for a Sixth Former as £260 each. The nation will get good
value for this expenditure only if it is wisely spent. There is no doubt that
in the past the Modern and Grammar Schools gave good value to the
nation by producing well-educated men and women who are producing
great wealth for the country during their lifetimes. I believe that Head-
lands, as now re-organised, can do the same for all the boys and girls of
this locality, and in conclusion I pay tribute to the splendid co-operation
of the Borough Education Officer and his staff and committees in their
determination to make Headlands and its sister schools as good as any in
the country.

ADDRESS BY D. H. MACLEAN, ESQ.

Mr. MacLean started by saying he was in the unusual position of being
able to talk to both the parents and pupils, as many of the parents were
once his pupils. To the pupils Mr. MacLean said that the teenagers of
today were in some ways fortunate as many aspects of life throughout the
world were directed towards youth, and the capture of youth. He warned
“Be on guard against false values” and said that many of the interests
trying to capture us, were exaggerated. If we were sensible, he said, we
would cut them down to size. He added that we should develop good
judgement, and use it, and avoid being ‘a puppet on a string’.

Although elders may seem rather stupid we should not ignore or
despise their advice as they have our interest at heart, and in later years
we will realise the value of their advice. Mr. MacLean told us the older
generation had faith in us and proved this by spending over £200 million
this year on education. He said that we represented an enormous capital
investment and we must realise this and be proud of its importance and
live up to it. He finished speaking to the pupils by saying that teenagers
were not as bad as some people make believe and he added that as a
school master he was an incurable optimist and believed that each gene-
ration must be better than the last.

Mr. MacLean then addressed the parents saying that although he had
told the pupils they were fortunate, they were in someways very unfortu-
nate in that this was a complicated world with greater stresses and strains
and more evil influences. He added that these influences were dressed in
fancy wrappings, served up in handy packs for home consumption and
it was now impossible to keep these evil influences out of our homes,
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A part of one question was to wrile a paragraph on the R Way.
The unswer commenced: The Ridge Way is an ancient 1 which
runs off the Scuth coast of England.  (4th Geography).

It might take ten hours to get Hurold Wilson to look like a lady,
{4th English—Drama).
You can make Eoum:l! ook different by smothering vour face with
eye-lashes and eve-brows.  (4th English— Drama).
Seasoning of mist and mellow fruitfulness, _
{5th English. A Keatsian recipe?}
Question: The largest employer m Swindon today is?
Answers: Pressed Steel MacFisher.
Pressed Steel Fisheries.  (4th Geogruphy).
The result of the quarrel is that both men, after making a last farewell,
commit suicide, never meeting again.  (5th English).

The more a writer omits the more his work may be remembered,
(From which it would seem thai the best way to be a real literary giant
is to write nothing at all!)  (7th English),

An explanation of how 1o use a mortise-gauge: “Place the mortise
yu@:ﬁhn face side and to find the centre you would use  method

Hed trial and error™.  (4th Woodwork).

Question: The first-used railway gauge was?

Answer: Large,

Question: It was later converied o7

Answer: Medium.  (4th Geography).

The iskind of Gun has an RAF, Stution on it. There ure no women
but the moral of the men is very high.  (5th English Language).

Her French was not of a Pansian nature but more of the sort spoken in
some parts of London,  (6th English),

A woman who is in fashion is said to be in cult.  (6th English).
*“Her mouth was but small” . . . This means she had a small mouth,

5 (6th English. Chaucer),

Question: What is euphemism?

Answer: Mercy Killing, sir,

Master: “We're going o have a recording of Hitler™ (of Literury
Society meeting).

Fourth Form Pupil: “Singing or talking, sir?"".
But none of ours are as bad as this:

*“Les minces peupliers frissonnaient dans ka nuit™

Translation: The nations of the world were frying mince in the middle

of the might. (Scottish Leaving Certificate).
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. SCHOOL SOCIETIES

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION

! This vear mmmummu{ﬂum'rm
Wtkn.ﬂhﬁi“wﬂhmﬂhn" Aﬂmﬁnﬂdmuu-!pi:pih
the Hendlands School are astomatically PTA members. but & voluntary

: I‘Itt;.r Film Ewni Eﬂind:m Film Unit, Any
Questions Treasure Hunt. Jumble Sale and Bazaar at
which £45 was mminmmmmumu

Five prizes, of one guines, were again donated for Speech Day,
and an additional ‘was awarded in memory of the late Mr. E. M.
Crook. The sum of £10 was again awarded under the Adventure Scholar-
ﬂhﬂﬂﬂhmndmﬁmwmﬂhthu
incurred in the production of the School Play and also.
which were used 1o make a record of visily 10 uu Plas Pencelli Outdoor

To those who the PTA. it offers a sense of 1o the
School .udmnppuhlﬂl}rm mmtluid:ﬂnlimdiphh;:::ﬂmmm
part in our children's lives, ke

Hon Sec.

HANDICRAFT CLUB

The increased facilities have enabled a large variety of creutive topics to
hn&nu&&hhﬁhy:udjﬂ:hﬂﬂlhmmam:
prhlhq_;;:w mldhuhmmmudhlutm:wcm

myb:mwhmﬂﬁhmurmﬂmwmhmu

within the Handicraft Club but who are reluctant 1o come

mmﬂ-h&mn:uprhﬂ?_hmmnmﬂnyumwh

10 means gap in experience in-
mwmm_ mmw.-mfﬂﬂm on'

The activities this vear have been as follows:

Car Maintenance.
A start was made in the Spring Term on o course which dealt with the

h&mmrﬁmm
It is the of the course to dismantle and re-build & car engine,
hﬂﬂuﬁmpmﬂhﬂmﬁm

E

It is hoped that aficr the course a person should feel reasonably well
) mmmmminudlhmhmwﬂh
mmhmyhm
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Jewellery.

The jewellery group has been meeting with the aim of enabling mem-
hﬂlndmudﬂft own jewellery

A vmydm:hhwh:nmdemin;mm#hnphm
bracelets and pmﬂmtl. later ntmnptlng the more ambitious tusk of setting

stnnﬁmrngn
the jewellery group enable one 10 make one’s own jewel-
lery chea Huunhﬂmnnﬂmm.

I-.'ﬂmmd kack of ipme embarked on the ion
n spite of a lest equ ol i group on the product
ulmulphnunfmamnlmud special mention must be made
:;I;S J\Fﬂllﬂi“‘. Hughes of the fourth vear who have put a considerable

ort in.

Hﬁw* rted after had been

p was sta NUMErOUs reguests made by
pqllhm taking metalwork who wished 1o put in some additional
thumtllmhhﬂ.hll result, the majority of the work done was a con-
tinuance of practical work staried during normal lessons, However, the
extra time enubled more umbitious jobs to be undertaken and the time
his proved very profitable.

It was disappointing (o note that the ma .:g;y boys attending were
those who were taking metalwork during time and that only a few
who did not take the subject took the opportunity to use the facilities
available so it is hoped to see more "non-metalworkers’ next session.

W ovdwork .,

The range of articles has included work varying in size from
a canoe downwards. 1t has been most pleasing lnml!pmdmon
of the “fairer sex” not merely trying their hand at woi kithe-
work but producing results far better than many boys!

THE COMMUNITY SERVICE CLUB

Although there was & lack of support for the club during the first few
weeks of the year, the Commaunity Service Club has now gained con-
siderably in strength. Projects have numerous and varied.

mmmnmmmmmmhmmmm
for Oxfam. Before Chnstmas, lunchtime “knit-ins™ were held in order
to make blankets for refugees. Almost all of the school ok part in the
used stamp collection, staried in response 1o a programme
which was mising money for homeless families. More recently the sale of
cakes, baked by pupils, has raised £4 115 9. for charit

More ambitious pmzn:l s have also been undertaken. li'htmﬂn:lerwmh:r
has resulted in se old " gurdens being tackled by more ener-
getic members. Visting of pnpkhmawd.ahhm_ﬂlﬂn
demand for this is now not so greal as in previous months. Participa
in surveys was again included in the club’s activities. The first su m
in the Swindon area. 1t was a by Square D (o locate the town's old
people and to discover their %, The second survey waus a more long
mmhhﬂuﬂum.mmmmﬂmhﬂmmm
of the !

The most successful E:ufﬁl. however, have been those nvolving
children. These have to for at least one yeur by the people

23

©Wiltshire OPC Project/2013/Nigel Chalk Updated July 2014 by Teresa Lewis



- goncerned, Six girls visit Olive House, a local children’s home, each Satur-
day and Sunday, o take small groups of children out and amuse them.
A group of sixteen help at the weekly Wednesday mectings of the club for
handicapped children. This club has been accompanied by Headlandizns
on its Christmas shopping expeditions (o Swindon and Bristol, and also
to a Pantomime in January, group have o several parties and
a folk-song evening for the handicapped children. Two girls recently

ve up a woek-end to help the children to take part in a Duke of Edin-

urgh Award Scheme.
latest project of the Community Service Club was started in res-
ponse to the demand from the school for more work with children. A
scheme has been organised whereby immigrant children are visited weekly
by members of Headlunds, who try and help them o become more fluent
and confident in the English age.

Those who have tuken part in club activities, especially those engaged
on long term work. would agree that their practical service has given them
much enjoyment as well as an insight into people and prthmn they
might mot otherwise have encountered. The committee would like 10
thank all members for giving up so much of their spare time and also W
ask them, and any other interested, (o give their support once aguin next

r.
b M. Aylent

ELECTRONICS GROUP

The recent revival of the Electronics Theory group has been well sup-
paried by fis and one artist.
The course, which meets weekly, is such that it covers the syllabus of
City und Guild subject 55 but the immediate intention is W give the
rticipants sufficient knowledge 1o build additional electronic apparatus
gr A level demonstration.
P. Rivers, .

TRAMPOLINE CLURB

This year six Is represented the school in the Wilts, Trampoline
Championship which was held at Park North Senior School.

Under 15 Girls.
Diane Warren, 12th.
Carmel Victory, |8th.
Krystyna Bernatt, 19th.
Christine McDoanell, 20th.

Senior Girls.
Josephine Chick, 12th.

Senior Boys.
L. J. Ponling, |st.

The school trampoling team have also been asked to give displays, one
for o garden féte and another for the Hundicapped Children’s Club in

Swindon. :
3. 1, Ponting,
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When the Photographic Sﬂcﬁetgﬁw&: first established in 1967 it had a

good following, and a few pupils becume full members. Some of these left
at the end of their studies, and have since heen replaced twice over. As a
consequence ol the increased numbers, the darkroom is now being used
ulhmusll continually during the lunch hour and, 1o a limited exient, aller
school,

The Swdl in charge of the Society, Mr. Freeman and Mr. Richurds,
established a system by which full members of the previous year can
teach the new members the skills of photography in a series of six lunch-
time sessions. This veiur we managed four sessions per week, which were
tuken by Mr. Freeman, Mr. Richards, N, Wills and myself,

AL the end of the course ench member is required to submit & sample
of his work 1o Mr. Pollock who then establishes him or her as a full
member if the work is up to the standard reguired by the Society.

J. Wells, 7s.
DANCING CLUB
Every Monday evening, boys and girls from all vears have attended
dancing lessons in the West Hall, These clusses were taken by Mr. Step-
henson and Mrs, Threader who taught all types of ballroom dancing,
There were, surprisingly, more boys than girls st these meetings and most
support came from the lower School. Music was provided by a record
plaver und the sessions were greatly enjoyed by all,
S8.. 6a2,
THE LITERARY SOCIETY

The Society has continued w0 function well. Visits huve been made,
under the auspices of the Society, to three plavs—/Lirtle Malcolm
(Oxford), 1066 and All Thar (Chellenham), and The Plavboy of the
Western World (Cheltenhum)—and 1o the film Hamiler (Swindon), An-
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. other trip 1o Cheltenham to see The Hollow Crown had to be abandoned
because the British climate chose lh:;dfmimhx evening to pretend that
it was Alaska, All these have been attended although it waus notice-
able that the biggest rush was to join the group going to 1066 and All T har
- amaz Ini:'l'm{u few songs and a few jokes will do o altruct the popu-
lace. We have also had two play-readings one in domestic comfort—a

which we hope to make a regular feature of the Society, and »

ew visits (by a few) 10 Cirencester ' . An interesting off-

shoot of the Society has been the establishment of a Folk Song and Poetry

Club which is to meet at regular fm&y intervals. This has sprung from

the main activity of the Society, which has been the production of termly
poetry and folk song evenings. .

This year. the Autumn Term w::unn was on the subject of Love
and Marringe. It was held in the Main Hall and a large sixth form audi-
ence (well over 100) attended on & durk, rainy evening. We heard o wide
range of views on the subject of matrimonial bliss and the lighting ws
arranged to give that domestic cosiness which many would feel 1o be
appropriate 1o the subject, The school organ was a useful addition to our
equipment as it thundered out the wedding marches at the beginning and
end of the programme.

In the Spring Term we moved into the West Hall und backed our singers
and poets with some recordings and slides in an attempt 1o recreate some
of thn'ntmagame of the 19207 and 1930°s—a programme which we
called “The Crumbling Peace’. Again. a very large voluntary audience
turmed up and here a word might be said about the contribution of the
audience 1o this type of venture. Participants and audience are so closely
intermingled that 4 poor uudience (shutfly, saullly) would ruin any pro-

ramme no matler how carefully presented. On every one of these even-
the Headlands Sixth Form audience has been first-class in every
way—the level of concentration and intelligent apprecistion has been
such that :v:::ghl:elp has been given 1o those taking part, No-one could
ask for more. poetry, often difficult, was given tﬁ: mast ciareful atten-
tion, and the tension during the final readings was remurkable, During
the Summer Term we hope 10 produce an open-air evening on the theme
n!kiuyﬁp,mhmybcp&uut:ﬁhmmm trust in the British climate
but it seems worth the risk. We shall go to press a week or 5o before this
event takes place. More in our next issue,

CHESS CLUB REPORT

During the year, interest has been shown in plaving chess at all age .
tevels spunned by the school’s compass. The club has met regularly both
during the lunch break and after school, under the able supervision of
Mr. Parry-Jones. Up until Easter, when this report was written the team
hid played three keague matches drawing one and winning the other two.
with a full programme of matches to look forward to during the summer
lerm,

The representutives of the Headland's chess team have been: P. Bailey,
P. Kiernan, R. Curtis, M. Wood, C Vaughan, A. Corrigan and P, Harns,
whilst the winner of the Adams’ Chess Cup for this year was 1. Turner.

P. Bailey, Chess Sec.
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DEBATING SOCIETY

Throughout the vear, the debating society has atiracted healthy support.
hts programme of debates, hus runged F‘;um the light hurtgd tl::upﬂthc
serious, with an interesting and successful innovation represented by a
discussion. with the proposer and opposer playing a less dominant role,
and the concluding vole dispensed with. It is with sadness that 1
report the loss suffered by the society, through the departure of Mr.
Beams, who regularly contributed 10 the debate from the floor, to great
effect, not 1o mention his greatly appreciated services in the organisation
of the society, The subjects of dehate have included, "Things ain't what
they used to be'; the endorsement of the Commonwealth immigration
bill’; and the Christmas balloon debate,

HEADLANDS ASSOCIATION

Meetings of the Association were held on Friday evenings during the
Autdmn and Spring terms.

For the more energetic, activities included badminton, baskethall,
trumpuoline, four-a-side soccer and table tennis.

A variety of competitions were arrunged for those who preferred u more
leisurely Fri iv’{nvmiﬂ. The most popular of these included a competi-
tion o find “Miss . 1968™, a talent competition and 4 fancy dress

In & “Push-a-Mini” contest, eighieen teams competed to push a minicar
and driver over a marked course in the shortest possible time, Competition
wirs keen und a “push-ofl”™ was needed to decide the final result. Eventual
winners were K. Gibbs, R, Smart and D. | r. ODther competition
winners have been Pat Roseblade (Miss H.AL), C. Cook, Avril Francombe,
Linda Pinnegar & N, Smith,

P. Builey.

C.N.
A TALE

As he waited on pla formt twe, he beard
Fhar trair as it edged theovgh the tannel, and siopped.
He swung open the nearést door.

He way going, hut poodness knows what for.
Ax e goi on he read it again,

It said come to London, two o clock train.
Fasi time he did a job, ke was caught,

So, why must he de it ugain, and again,

He arrived at the station the time that it said,
Aned there she was wailinig to see if he came,
He should not get off,

But, he did.

Silenutly, he skipped into a waiting car.

Then asked what he was wanred jor,

She told him i was organized, but that is all she satd
He shonald not help them,

Buet, he did.

Ard was cangh,
I1.T.
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b DESTITUTION OF PEACE

The humming, senseless noixe is heard,

With every foot-step the sound increases
Brvmming, Dirvometing,
Lowider, Lowder,

With increasing foot-step he carvies om,

Fhrowgh a grim and dirty arch-way,
Pown winding, Inm:mi:'_-.r e, stone stepx
The vourh descends,
Drvmmiing, Drumniing,
fd’-"-fdﬂ". L’W‘rl
The noise increasing.
The sound of Negro voices, amplified bevord distinesion
Fills the smokey , perspiring air.

Sweaty. repulsive, heapy of flesh,

Lay rodling. writhing on the floor,
Tier upon Tier,
Diiet upon Dirt,

Disguseingly youtbifiel, mindless wreck s,

Army oue-stretched, havwds inviting.

The yourh takes refuge in their cold white palms.
Drurmming, Dritmming,

s Lowder, Liuder,
His brain pulsates with thundering thoghi,

Safety foundd, his mind ar rese.
The yourh rurns to his “guardian’s’ face,
Freshly innocent, smiling up,
She turns and hesitattngly starts fo walk
Gemly, stifl clutching the devey palm

He follows her, Blindly on.

Up winding, immortally cold, sione steps.

Through the grim and direy arch-way

They ascend. =
Dirumemiing, Drumniing,
Quieter, (uieter,

I'he noise decreasing.

With increasing foor-steps they carry on.
Drummming, Drtmriing,
(hdeter, (uicter,

With every foor-step the sound decreases.

Until ar las,

T he hiumming, senseless noise is losr,

28
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THE SCHOOL HOUSES

AVEBURY HOUSE REPORT 1967-68

Avebury, being o new house, we were all wondering just exactly what
we ecould achieve. The results were quite reasonable, bearing in mind that

old loyalties die hard.
The results were as follows: —
Gl 5. ' Boys.
Senior Nethall—3nd. Assoc. Football—3rd.
Junior Nethall—3rd, Ru Foothall—3rd,
Hockey—5ih. Baskethall—1st.

Chess—3rd.

Unforiunately, we did not flourish in the Verse und Music Festival, in
fuct, we were fifth, But praise is due to Lisa Gough who made a wonderful
effort in training (1 really mean training! ) the choir who achieved 27§
pui!ulnulu[}ﬂmh:pilﬂﬂluqulmmj_ :

The summer sports are now on their way and we hope to improve our
position in the House i ;

Marilyn Rhodes

Derek Harnis
Howse Secs.
BARBURY HOUSE REPORT
Barbury's crowning victory of the vear so far has been the Music and
Verse Festival in wgfch we paine mgg first with Silbury. Due to much
X jon’ by Muriel McKibbin and Meryl Embling, the number of
competitions in the preliminaries was quite astonishing and the large lead
this gave us enabled us to gain a joint first despite Silbury’s higher stan-
dard of finalists. We are proud of the spirit in our house which even the

nd'ﬁd‘iqlmr remarked on.

o success was gained in Junior Nethall, however, due Lo a disappoint-
ing lack of support but the Senior girls won their toumament. Barbury
girls also won the Hockey Championship., )

The boys gained no suceess in Soccer but came second overall in Rughy
and joint first in the Basketball, In a quite different activity they came
second in the Chess Tournament. {‘mhgjmtuhlinm g0 1o everyone who
has represented the House whether in Music, Verse, Sport or Chess. We
hope that everyone who can will support the House in the summer

vities.

Mrs. Bedells Jeft last vear alter a short time us House Mistress and Mr.
Loveday and Mr. Beams left last term. We send them all our best wishes
for the future. Miss Butcher has now been House Mistress for nearly a
year and has worked hard 1o promote the success of the Giirls: we hope
she will be with us for a long time. We have learned with much re@
that Mr. Shores will be leaving the school this summer—Mr. Shores has
been ul the school for so Jong and has been House Master for 50 many
vears that 1o man p;?rle he is ‘Barbury House'. Certainly he will be
missed very much{y the Girls and Bovs of Barbury who have found
u friend in him ut ail times, On the brighter side we welcome Mr. Woos-
nam to the House and hope he enjovs the future with us.

S. Sargeant, House Sec.
1. Kiernan, House Sec.
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KENNET HOUSE REPORT

Kennet was C ion House last and i i
coss i ene. Wilh th Wandardy Lompetton. spos oy and o
maiches Iuhh;ﬂln.lmuthﬂm’mﬁhd.

7
z
2
£
.

The House sial would like 1o thank all the members of Kennet who
have actively supported their House in any way during the past vear.

John Guy. House Sec.
Cathryn House Sec.

ROCKLEY HOUSE REPORT 1967-68

Houvse Opriciacs (Girls)
Homuse Captain: Ann Stuckey, 7Ta. R4,
Vice-Captain: Tudith Woodward, 742, R 4.
Secretary: Annetie Everington, 64, R 8.

Sth Year Represemtatives: Janet Luce. Sg, R4,
Valerie Elliman. §¢, R 3,

4th Year Representative: Sharon Luwton, 4%, R.7.
New dth Year Kepresentative: Linda Brewer, 4, R 8,

House OvFicians (Boys)

Howse Captain: 1. Hessian
Viee-Caprain: C. Vaughan
Secretary: S, Maxfield
Sth Year Representatives: S. Giles, D, Steward
4th Year Representatives: C. Slevens, A Bowles

Al the time of writing this report, Rockley House lies in a strong posi- -

tion in the House i mmmm-mm;ﬁ-

cularly in the upper school. Earlier in the year, Mr. Comric refused an

offer of reinforcements and the House can feel justifiably proud that we

;m;ﬂmhrhmmrmhh Events at
veur,

The House wishes 1o thank Mrs. Gall and Mr, Comrie for their leader-

-ﬁhlﬁmwtmruﬂtl!:ﬂr.lmmmw:

injured in a scooter sccident,

o sy recovering well and

S. Maxfield, 7s. R 5.
30
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we can congratulate ourselves
in the Under |5 and Under 16 teams. We

send greetings to Jackie and wish her a speedy recovery.

Susan Lott, Vice-Caplain,

SILBURY HOLSE REPORT 1967-68

This has been a pood year for Silbury which has seen the new
formers blend into the House creating a fine House spirit. The Housc
dmummbg.mll.h s evenlts, highlighted by our victories in

' gentle chess;

CTORS-COUNt and in the more art of . yet

mmﬁmmmw}y_ﬁmrpﬁmm

more, Silbury won the Speech and Music Festival, although the House

had to be content to share first place with Barbury. this time. The effont

Mddilﬁwlnlhnﬂumhu been ‘splendid and Silbury can be well

content their performance this year —although they must keep it up.
S. Butler, House Sec.

Silbury House— Girls
House OFFicians
Caprain: Susan Pready
Viee-Captain: Jennifer Brice
Secretary; Patricia Room
REFRESINTATIVES

Vih: Lindu Roberts
IVith: Teresa Jones, Teresa Lawrence

The sucoess of the House, so far this vear has varied a grest deal. Credit,
however is given 1o all members who have represented the House in any

Wy,

l,t.mapnl thrill at the end of the Verse and Music Festival to find
that we lirst with Barbury, after being so far behind in the
miusic i ﬂhﬁw':hwﬁdﬂhthhmmm
_ matches a

=FiE

mitches were faced qmmﬁrmmhmkm and our team played
even came £

Ty Toouth S e s e ot khogh I b v
:Ilchmnﬁ'pulieﬁmﬂt.n is hoped that this position will improve

during the summer activities.
It was with consideruble regret that we had to say farewell 1o Mr.

Suicliffe at the end of last term. who helped and the House
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SCHOOL SPORT

HEADLANDS SCHOOL SAILING CLUB

This club was formed last year with & small group of Sixth Formers.
After some instruction in the Spring Term they hegan sailing in the
Summer Term after school on Wednesday evenings at Coate Water, The
dinghies used, four Enterprises and a Wayfarer, belong to the Education
Committee and several schools make use of the facilities at the Centre.
l-_i%hl of the original members proved 1o be competent and enthusiastic
sailors and by the end of the Summer Term they began to d'isglay sufficient
seamanship 1o make instructors for this season. During the Summer holi-
days they visited Christchurch Harbour and learned something of sea
sailing. Early in the Autumn Term they speni a cold but profitable day
sailing in the sheltered waters of Poole Harbour. :

This season club membership wis offered to all members of the school
and the thirty places were quickly taken up. Last term they were given
‘land instruction’ in the points of sailing, scamanship, safety regulations
and rope work, Sailing began at Coate Water this term on Monday even-
ings after school. During the season it is hoped that small groups will
visit Christchurch, Poole and Lyme Regis. From July 22nd-—July 25th
three members (Marilvn Rhodes, St n Menham and Robert White)
will be representing the school at the National Schools” Regatin at Whil-
stahle in Kent, This season will also see the first sailing ﬁx'lun:—afainsi
Commonweal School—and it is hoped eventually to establish sailing us
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ome of the School's regular sports with pﬁrhﬁ.an anmual “Sailor of the
receiving sai

Year™ trophy and outstanding members colours. Pros-
E;EDI:TM members of the club should apply 1o the ry in the
erm.

GiFI
NETBALL

Throughout this year all of the school teams have worked well to gain
their position. This was due 10 their keen approsch wwards their training
s their individual ability 1o do well.

Many of the plavers have achieved their standards as they have plaved
with the Swindon Nethall Team. Asa result of this hird work and regular
utiendance the school was honoured in winning the "Rosebowl Touma-

ment’.
M. Rivers, Sul,
HIOCKEY REPORT

Mhﬂwia rather ’h"tnf.ﬂl” to the mmﬂ?; the 1st IJ:I dhue 1o the lack
praclice asa team e inexperience of some of the younger players,
the team gained much confidence and considerable improvement resulted,
The practices during the lunch hour were very well atiended and en-
thusiasm was shown by all members of the teams. Severa] matches were
arranged against the Staff. foothall and rughy teams and these proved to
be extremely enjovible for all concerned. We must once again tulate
Lynette Beale und Elizubeth Guard on being selected 1o play for the Wilt-
shire Junior Hockey Team.Colours were awarded to Pauline Archer,
Lyneue Beale, Josephine Chick and Janet Luce.

Resulry.
Played Wi Direw Laost
Ist X1 {1} 5 i 4
il X 3 2 0 |
L1156 X1 T 3 1 3
Pauline Archer (Hockey Captain).
FOOTBALL 1968
Park H 314
Cirencester H 50
Park A 2—1
Commonweal H 1—1
Commonwenl A 1—2
Trowbridge A 41
Withywood H 41
Stoneham A 31
Played Waon Drawn Lost For Against
¥ B | A 23 i
The first X1 “h’dw seuson with only two defeats, these being
by the odd goal. The n 'snﬁlh:&ammmgrisndufﬁ:ﬂﬂhfuuutﬁ
who eac ﬁl:ﬂmdmimpmmt part in the team’s success. The side made
up for its lac physical strength with some fine footballing skill, and it

i3
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1% a1 pity that so many of the team are leaving. Notable wins were the 4—1
and 3—1 successes over Withywood snd Stoncham respectively.

The 2nd X1 did not have such a happy season, with only five victores.
However this can be put down to lack of experience, and best players
being required for first X1 duty.

Colours aswirded 1o Mason, Herbert, Steward and Stroud.

Re-awarded to Grubb and L. Hunt.

RUGEY 1967
Ist XV,

The first match of the season, against Malmeshury Grammar was mel
with apprehension, as it was also the first Saturday of the term, and many
of the unusually young side were “dark horses” (metaphorically speaking
of course). However, the fine 200 victory removed any doubt. This
seemed 1o set the pattern for the rest of the season, and some fine open
play by both threequarters and forwards inspired by the captain D, Pont-
ng, and vice-captain §. Menham resulted in o successful and very enjoy-
.:hiic season’s rughy. In the “local Derby™ matches aguinst Park and,
Commonweal we obtained o majority losing only one of the three matches.

P. W. D L. . A,
14 10 0 + 19K 12
Colours re-awarded : — R. White, 1D, Ponting,
New awurds: —M. Grubb. 5. Menham, M. Thwaites, C. Lingham.

Ind XV,

The 2nd XV were less successful winning only one of their ning games.
However, this is panly explained by the lick of experienced plavers, due
to the sheer lack of numbers in the senior pant of the school, However,
this did not prevent them from fielding o keen side, even afier several
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defeats. and full credit must be given 1o the captain N. Smith for keeping
up the tewm spirit,

7 u-side.
Two teams were entered in the Penhill seven-a-side tournament, but
unfortunately, were both defeated in the first round.
A senior tedun was also entered in the Oxford seven a-side tournament,
and was narrowly beaten in extra time,
R. White, 752,

CROSS COUNTRY REPORT

Heuadlands has this vear had a very Fwd Cross country team with more
enthusiasm shown 10 train, especially from the fourth and fifth yeurs.

The teams entered for the town Cross Country did extremely well, the
senior team particularly,

Swindon Crosy Country:

Inl_n_mmdiute Boys—('. Heames—3rd.
Senior Boys [, J, Ponting — Is1; 8. Ives—4th; B. Farrant—Sth.

Connty Crowy Country:

Intermediate Bovs—C. Heames—9th; Jarvis 12th.

Senior Boys - D. 1. Ponting —5th; B, Angell— 13th

Heames and Ponting represented the School in the S W, Cross Country
and Panting was selected 1o run in the National Cross Couniry, “

a5
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EXTRA MUROS

EXTRACTS FROM DIARIES—
FLAS PENCELLI SIXTH FORM COURSE

EVERY PICTURE TELLS A TALE!

Friday, 15th March.

Left school at 2 p.m. Began to rain just after Malmesbury, but cleared
up as we approached the Severn Bridge, Stopped ut Severn Bridge at 3.45
for coffee, just as the sun came outl, Left at approx. 4.15 p.m, Tide out us
crossed Severn Bridge. Arrived at Flas Pencelli approx. 540 pm. Left
conch and took Tuggsge and books 1o house, about | mile from couch
stop. Given welcome by Mr. Batten, and a lew safety hints, Collecied kit
of one pair of boots, one pair of thick woollen socks, an anorak and a
rucksack . Then made beds and unpacked. Met in common rmoom at 7 pom.
for introductory talk by Mr. Caws. Sphit into 3 groups of 6. 5 and 5. Each
group given days when on duly —group A, us, are first. All goes smoothly..
Tidied up rooms. then went o the pot-hole at 8 pm, Pol-hole is a con-
verted cellar, where we listened to reconds, plaved darts and cards. Bed-
time 10.0 pom, Lights out 10,30 p.m,

Suturday, 16th March,

Up at 80 am., washed, changed and made bed, Breakfast at 8.30 a.m.
Cleared and washed up—finished by 920 a.m. Others left for activities
at 9.30 am., but we had to wait for landrover to retumn, Put on socks,
boots, haversack and anorak . Lelt in landrover at 10.30 a.m. Short 10
minute ride. then began walk. Brilliint sunshine and warm enough 1o take
anorak off. Started up-hill climb, fuirly easy al moment. Saw snow in

Ih

©Wiltshire OPC Project/2013/Nigel Chalk Updated July 2014 by Teresa Lewis



distance. Wonderful view, But as climbed higher, the wind became
stronger, and it became cold, so had to put anorak on again. Snow began
to appear on the ground as we got higher, The climb became really steep
now with the wind up 1o 60 miles an hour blowing into the side of us.
Stopped for lunch at 1245 p.m. Liz had blisiers by now, (See photo-
ph). Reached the peak about i hour kter.—now 2000 feel up. Amaz-
change in weather within |} hrs. from brifliant warm sunshing to
freesing cold, four inches of snow, mists and winds of up (o 70 miles an
hour, Now began downhill climb with wind behind us. which made it
ruther easier. It was becoming warmer and less windy as we got lower
down the mouniain side.—snow was becoming less frequent now, and
we came into sunshine seain. Finally m.ggnﬂﬁlw al 1.0 pm., 1 hour
lute. Showered und changed ready 1o meet in pot-hole for group meeting.
Picked a few poems for poetry mdfnll:m:mﬁn‘ﬁm Wednesday, At
4.30 pm. all met in common room for illustrated wik by Mr. Ciws on
Melodrama of the Victorinn period. which had had to be cut short be-
cause we were an hour late mm'i;ieha;lt from our mountaineering, Al
50 pm, ten, o mug of tea and a . AL 545 pm. listened 1o the s
and music of the Gilbert and Sullivan light opern “"Ruddigore™ with Mr.
Caws telling us the story and details,

Sunday, 17th March.

This morning was our turn for rock-climbing. We departed st 9.30 am,
in the car and drove for about half an hour. We then walked across a
railway line up 1o the rock fuce we were endeavouring o conguer. We
were shown the rudiments of rock-climbing, which looked surprisingly
easy but which we later discovered was rather nerve-racking but certainly
i :znlluu;: After lunch we abseiled down the rock-face, which entailed
standing 90° 1o the rock und walked downwarnds on the end of a rope.
We came home, worked in our study Eroups, und then held u pliy-reading
of *Muriz Marten and the Red Barn™ before umd after tea. play is a
lﬁkxl example of a Victorian melodrama, written in the later stage of
the period.

Following the reading was dinner of pork and apple sauce,

Monday, 18th March,

This moming we tried caving down some long, extensive caves in the
area, We had to squeeze through gaps just large enough for one reason-
able-sized person. At 130 . we came home very muddy. showened
and in the evening, list to Mr. Cook who gave a lecture on “The
Changing Socicty in the (18th and (19th”. After dinner. we all went
down 1o the Pothole aguin for two Ghost Stories by Edgar Allan Poe. with
some very reglistic sound effects from above! The stories chosen were
called *The Bluck Cat™ and “The Tell-tale Heurt .

Tuesday, 19th March.

Today we could choose which activity we wanied to pursoe, As our
group all chose rock-climbing we left in two mmalturhrmﬂaﬂundﬁ}-
ceeded 1o the rock face. a part of which we had previously scaled. This
time we had a harder climb to do. As the weather conditions were extreme
—a driving gale and pouring ruin,—the climb was graded severe (o hard
severe. We therefore felt rather pleased with ourselves! As it wus too

7
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~ windy for abseiling, we came home earlier than usual and after work in
study groups for § hour, Mr. Caws told us about the effect of the changes
dlz:muﬂmmimhmhﬂmﬁplwwlm
ticism.
After tea, Mr, Caws outlined the change in music during this period
and we heard music by Haydn, Beethoven, Tehaikovsky und Rachmini-
nov, which took us nght into the beginning of the in preparation

wes Borderers Museum. In bath of the museums the curutors tr
me in a comer and to bring to my knowledge ohscure
uboul sihirists and  bruve who saved colours from “Fuezy-
wurzies” hike entomologists, ps they thought it would not be wasted

pﬂupﬂﬁk:uuuuxdnﬂt ‘ #.:I‘-h;'mﬂmth:r"mvd' was very good
1o m wiasn n

o Ln-mﬂmmﬁmh-mmmm-
noon enjoved by all, no doubt.,

21 March.
Ha! verily had that fearful day caught up with us. The Peaks Walk

as the it wasn't far off.
Frriday, 22nd March.
We all awoke rather gloomily, with thoughis of home. We had
heen made 1o feel so much at home, that it was to leave
Wemhmﬁtnmllndmup Iy, and then, after having
signed the visitors” book, and said a we walked down the
road, to where the coach was walting to take us back 1o Swindon.
ﬁmﬂyﬂuﬂmnm.mﬂwmrllmdmwm
ut the Severn Road Bridge Restaurant.
We made good time 1o Malmesbury where we picked up some boys
from another school, who were to spend the next week at the Centre.
At about | 20 pm., we arrived back at school, and were very kindly
the afiernoon off from work. As the coach left to take the others 1o
g:ulli we were all rather envious. |, personally, had never had any
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time in which to become hored. as every minute there was alwiys some-

lhingim:ipgipgthuh_?:‘rth. For most of us, we had had a1 least 3

new experiences —rock-climbing, mountaineering and civing, and many

itk S comtied Sk B M e o e i THE Al
acl com e mng. i i

of our hosts really made the course worthwhile, and t’l'lmt}]:\:l.-:tgu.irnu,mligr

in the very near future,

“HELLO FADDER, HELLO MUDDER,,.”

“You can’t go in Junuary,” they said. “And don't think it’s because of
ight foot snow drifts because it isnt. 1t's because of *foot and mouth ™,
breathed again. The epidemic would las for ever. By the time we
urrived on the Brecon Beacons it would be May at least, or even June,
The air would be halmy and filled with the scent of wild flowers und the
ing of bees. Deck chuirs on the lawn, lemon tea and cucumber sand-
sandwiches would be our rewird afier a strenuous game of croquet or &
brisk stroll to the Village Post Office. Never were so many more speedily
disillusioned by so few,

It wis with a grim sense of foreboding that made Ciesar's crossing of
the Rubicon appear decidedly optimistic. that we headed over the Severn
Bridge in the middle of March, bound for Plas Pencelli, where we had
been ordered to enjoy curselves for a week, (It was probably as well that
the party had no idea of what lay in store. or o dﬂannm;nﬂnrt might
have been mude to *hijack” the couch on the M.4),

Four hours after leaving Swindon we were there, In a one-time Vicar-
age buill for a spurtan existence in Victorian days, its rigours softenad
somewhad, {rather more ‘what'? than “some”), by i generous and thought-
ful Education Authority, we were to spend the next seven nights.

By the time we been kitted out by George and Tony and the
uﬁmrf?:'aut (the hirsute one) in orange coloured anoraks, (It will
be easier 1o find you old ch‘m.ii your get fost on the Mountains™(! ); and,
ominously. very efficient-looking (and extremely comfortable), wilking
hoots, we were consoling each other * loud and often™. Our feelings
were those of the matelot in the days of the press gang who awoke, with
u splitting hangover. the Queen’s shilling pressed into his grimy palm, 10
ﬁ#;mﬁtmdi; the Bay of Biscay fc:-r“l;é.;hmmhm:;

succeedi were pure agony: though 1o It some

ook o mmgb d’: in the (_anmnndu ussault course wlﬁpplfnfulr
lowed. Each member the party had 1o ke part in three activities, to
wiL, rock climbing, caving and mountaineering. For those of us in whom
a sense of vertigo is induced by climbing a step ludder, who suffer from
claustrophobia when pulling a shirt over our heads. or whose walking
usually consists of a few shuffles us far as the car door. each of the ahove
activities was sheer hell,

Rock climbing when demonstrated by the agile instructor looked decep-
tively simple. It wasn't. With ropes around our middles, and with various
other ropes disuppearing in all directions, with frightening looking metal
eﬂg,nllnwﬂm we were induced to ascend a4 sheer rock face ubout
a thousand feet or at least it seemed that high, The limestone was
hard, very hard, it was cold, very cold, it was drizzling. as only Welsh
drizzle can; and a force 8 gale, gusting to force 9, was blowing the while.

kL]
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© And it was March. We well understood the exiled Browning's sentimenis
about his homeland. And he was writing from Italy. and in September!

Worse was 1o come, as the human flies became human moles, Donning
overalls, which we noticed, apprehensively. were mud-stained and genuine
miner's helmets with #m.-mdhpbly heavy lights on the front, we burrowed
into the ground: after first of all climbing up a Welsh mountain with un
unpronounceable Welsh name. in the teeth of an (unprintable) Welsh
Snow storm. AL least it was warm in the caves. The first cavern gave way
to a tunnel; an erect posture 1o a double-bent shuffle. As the hecame
a mere crack in the rock we sank kower, physically and spiritually, on 1o
Soxiis of Jax (ke minety ‘desuecs. o VoKL Shitasert 40 Tosk sekRs

(i . than Y ¢S5, up ve chimneys : again
we slithered and cursed. The helmets prevented our skulls from being
seriously damaged, Our finger nails, elbows and knee caps were not so
fortunate, and many of us will carry the scars to our dying day.

"Surely it cun't get any worse”. With this pious hope we consoled our-
selves as the Land Rover took us back down a Welsh mountain road, with
o Welsh gradient of | : 3 around Welsh hairpin bends with a sheer drop of
wbout two thoussnd feet into Brevonshire below, But it did.

Afier a day's preparatory ‘stroll’ of about 15 miles up and down a
Vpractice” "course the entire party set out 10 make an assault upon three
neighbouring peaks, the name of one of which sounded like “Crack of
Doom™. At “base mmgv the party assembled. It was a sight that would
have mide 4 Sherpa, by turns, incredulous and envious. He would not
h:whaunhhlnﬂhw:‘ that such & motley group, upon whom modem
civilisation and the Welfare State had all too-clearly lelt its mark, would
be so fool-hardy (i.e. stupid) as 1o contemplate, let alone attempt a moun-
l&ilt:lmring expedition. He would have been envious of the expedition’s
cguipment.

Hilary scaling Everest, Fuchs crossing Antarctica were not better
accoutred. There were ropes, miles of them: evil looking ice-axes, (yes.
foe uxes); tents, primus stoves, sleeping bugs and emergency ralions, and
first aid equipment. The instructors laughed off our concem. The tents
and the food. they said. were purely precautionary. It was just possible
that we might be caught in a blizzard on the mountain, or someone might
break his leg. (or worse, we thought). It wus as well to ‘Be Prepared”.

Our spirits did not exactly soar when hall way up we mel another
g:mp coming down! It was becoming too dangerous, saxd their instructor!

e ploughed on and on. Up mountain and down mountain, across pre-
carious ice-covered traverses, through snow (the photo clsewhere in this
journal is proof positive of this) until finally the unbelievable happened,
the mission was accomplished without serious mishap, (though at one
w tleman who prefers o remuin anonymous set out 1o prove, and
fa L man carn fly).

If vou, in the ort of your chair, feel exhausted as you read this,
imagine how we felt. And 1 have only related one half of our tale of woe!
Every evening after a strenuous day's physical activity our erstwhile
b ' who had been dragooned into accompanying us. lectured 1o
us about all sorts of interesting (sic) topics. such as the incidence of
scurvy in the Chiliern Hundreds in the thirteenth century, or the Romantic
writing of obscure English poets. We humoured them of course. After
all it was very brave of them 1o have come in the first place. We listened
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politely and tried pot 1o full asleep, or to snore too loudly, and Common
Room chairs were very comfortable, and Dinner was only a matter of
POIeiE Wy,

Thankfully the dawn of our departure came at last and we sprinted
{ior the which was to carry us back to the beloved Swindon,—the
eradle of civilisation. neer again would we forsake thee for these inhos-

ituble Welsh mountains. Anxiously we peerced forward looking for that
stion of freedom, that last outpost of civilisation, the Severn Bridge
As we crossed it the more emotional of us burst into tears and hugged
each other. We felt like escaped P.O.W's. setting foot on neutrul Switzer-
tand after the horrors of internment. We were free apuin!
“Rambler™.

(Fd. vte: This jaundiced view of the tth and Teh Year Plas Peacelli
expedition reflects a minoricy opimion. 9% of those who wenr getiually
ENIOYED ir)

VISIT OF 5P1 & 2 TO PLAS PENCELLI, MARCH 1968

Dinner on Saturday evening became a strugple between talking and
eating. This was not at all ising. since each member of the party had
been in one of the ummJﬂﬂ;uﬂnhhgmuumﬁng that day. By
the end of the the members of each group were more than a little
upprehensive of the time when they were to try a different activity; and
no wonder with the embroidery of stories that was going on.

The caving trips were led by Nigel, an instructor from the Swindon
Outdoor Pursuits Centre at Plas Pencilli. We were all to learn from him
the importance of careful preparation before entering one of the caves-
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© mcetylene lamps cleaned and filled, miners' hel
boiler suits over our normal walking gear. When all was ready he led
way into the fairly lirge cave inside the Llangattock Mountains in

Beecon Beacons. | say '.hutmmnﬂnmhmndhiwa

::iﬂmuum‘ m[mnlﬂm uprightﬂrerthe‘buuldnﬂrm' h;lh:h\'-t

n Lo narrow inlo a and soon we were crawling a narrow
tunnels which made the first ca a i
hnunul}ajrnﬂm“th:ﬁmﬁuuuvmnm
seemed smaller human v could get through, slithered
down chi s and finully pushed our way through a passage some thirty
s ario Bk o e o had

y on the party once again, the caves we st
left and the utter darkness of that mon _tu
tingui were almost o dream. Only the dust sireaked faces around us

the truth. Most of us would have liked 10 have returned to the cuves
st once, but it was time for lunch, followed by a brief ook around the
quarries surrounding the caves before meeting the Land-Rover which
m“ikheﬂsﬂtlﬂrm? noeing parties hud

j climbing and cu part il ulso enjoved the day, The
mkﬁﬁrnbuﬁm;uw Tt for the climbing instrictor— just
how did he manage 10 absel down that rock face in three surefooted leaps
when most of the lads took many small jumps and several found the rock
very hard on their noses as well as their feet? But when it came to climb-
ing up the face several showed greal courage and fist-jamming became an
everyday word to them.

e canoeists had a rather cold day on a lake some miles from the
centre, but still had plenty to talk iubout when they returned 1o the warmth
of the centre in the evening. Transport to the lake stopped further trips
luter in the week.

After dinner it was the turn of one of the tables to wash the crockery
and set the table for breakfast before joining the rest of their friends in
the ‘Pot Hole', This colfee bur in un old cellar was the perfect place 1o
ph%v cards, dominoes, darts. etesters and to generally relax.

he most thrilling day of the week was thly on Sunday when the
%gywaﬁﬁplhinm two groups for a walk across the Brecon Beacons,

+ groups walked in opposite directions and after walking some seven
miles met for lunch, Again the difficulties that lay ahead were explained

by ench group to the other in great detail and for many the in
the afternoon was indeed quite & hard . One or two had to be

_ up steep mountain sides but they finudly reached the top, only o

met by thick, driving mist and rain, which made walking near the edge -
of the ridge miher hair-raising.

By six in the evening both parties had returned and were ready for one
of the lectures on mountain safety. Several of these lectures were given
and included map and compass work which was 1o come inlo its own on
the last dav when three ps set out to walk across the three highest
peaks in the Beacons given only the map references of the route
they were to follow. Everyvone ﬂp this walk. The scenery was almost

description und mast of the party were by this time physically

or at the centre with flu.
A break 1o the week came when we visited Cardiff. On our way there
stopped at the museum at St. Fagans. This is a village which is still
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being built up and is an attlempt to bring together on one site the great
variety of Welsh national life over the past few hundred vears. At that
time of the vear the museum was rather bleak, so it was little wonder that
the luds found much more to interest them in the big city of Cardilf. The
Empire Pool, Cardif Castle, the shopping centre and strangely e.nnuiﬁt
ihe Welsh National Muscum. This was of great interest to many of
group and they wished that they could stay longer.

All too soon Friday came round and we were on our way back across
the Severn Bridge after a marvellous week of fresh air. | feel sure that
muny of us would gladly have returned for another week and perhaps
before too long some of us will be able to do so. Il you are given 1
chance to go to Plas Pencelli, take it without any hesitation,

ITALY TOUR

After what scemed like months of preparation, anticipation and money-
saving, the actual departure for Rome scemed absolutely unreal. |1 wasn't
till we were half-way across a perfectly calm Channel that we could really
believe it. The tweniv-seven-hour train journey through France, Switrer-
land and ltaly was as uneventful as could be expected, considering our
compartment comtained cight girls and Mr. Heptonstall (he was supposed
to be defending us from a trainful of lalians! ) We doeed on and off
during the night. but there were nine of us in o compariment built for
eight, and we all wanted 1o stretch out—uncomfortable to say the least!
We changed truins st Milan, and the next train was even more crowded,
but most people were too tired 1o notice by now. Mr, Heptonstall was a

t comfort to those who were travel-sick—he sat and Juughed ot the
mvilids until they recovered just to spite him!

We arrived safely at Rome and moved into our hotel, which after the
train seemed like the kist word in luxery, The rooms were large and com-
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. fortable, the food delicious—and the girls’ rooms had a large balcony

wi{lli.u.- wonderful view n!m;e of Rome's main : strects. iy
r next morning was free, and we it ing and explo

Rome. The shops were very good, with “E';_I; unumum fis and souvenirs,
although we soon learnt to avoid the more expensive shops. We also learnt
to avosd Halian men! In the afternoon we visited the Roman Forum and
the Coliseum. which looked exactly like the pictures we had seen of them,
and returned to the hotel by Metro. The Metro is much smaller than the
London Underground, but it is very cheup. quick and efficient.

That evening myself und two other girls went with Mr. Heptonstall
and Mrs. Wiggs, another teacher on the trip. wenl to via Barberini to see
some Roman nightlife \We were Tollowed by some lalians on the way
back, but Mrs, Wiggs did some neat work with her elbows, proving that
it 1s not absolutely necessary to learn judo before going 1o Italy,

The next day we went 10 E.U.R. (Universal Exhibition of Rome), where
we visited u folklore museum and a model of Ancient Rome. We ate our
lunch provided by the hotel, in the open air under a cloudless sky before
travelling by bus to the Vatican. We spent the rest of the aftérnoon there,

it the magnificent statues and puinted ceilings, although the Sistine
“hapel, which we especially wanted o see, was closed in tion for
Easter. That evening was our last in Rome, so we celebrated ham
bottle of wine sent up Lo our room, und drinking it on the balcony,
the lights of Rome’s late-night traffic rushed by below,

The next day (Wednesday), we were due to travel by train to Naples in
the afterncon. so we spent the moming in last-minute shopping, and one

wp visited the ancient Baths of Dincletian, We ate our lunch at the

. then went by coach to the station. On the train Mr. Heptonstall
entertuined us with fairy stories, which he made up on the spot. We were
enthralled by stories of the wicked old witch, and the dwarl with cold
porridge in his boots! At the other end. we boarded another coach and
set off round the Bay of Naples to Vico Equense, where we were 10 stay.
We rounded # bend and saw a lovely villige with o very modern hotel,
sheer chiffs and a Litle barbour. “Woulda't it be great if that was Vico™,
someane said. 1t was. _

Although our rooms in the annexe were rather crowded, the hotel itself
was as modern us it Jooked, and had the welcome facility of a bar with a
jukebox, which provided the entertainment for that evening.
~ The Thursday morming dawned bright and clear, and we set off (o visit
Pompeii and Herculancum, the two ancient towns buried by an eruption
of Vesuvius. On the way we stopped at a cameo factory, where several
people rings, pendants and brooches, which though expensive,
were reall utifully made, We then spent an hour st Herculaneum and
the rest of the day at Pompei, which is really well-preserved. and similar
n many ways o a modern town.

For the whole of the next day we were free to do ss we liked, within
reason. About half the purty went (o the cruter of Vesuvius, while the
other half went to Sorrento 10 look reund the town and sunbathe, Some
of us went to a restaurunt for a pizm—a sort of with melted
cheese, tomatoes and herbs on top. The ones we had were enormous and
took about half-an-hour to eat! When we returned 10 Vico, we found that
some Belgian students had arrived at the hotel. and that evening they
pined us in duncing 1o the jukebox.
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For our last day we went by boat from Naples to Capri, where we saw
ue Grotto. We had 10 dimb into small rowing-boats, and
kutwdlmn.mwmt through the tiny cave entrance. Inside, the
wal cuve und the water were a lovely deep blue, and the oars
looked silver as they went into the water. Back on dry land again, we
to go by a sort of mountain railway, a bus and a chair-lift (o the
top of the sland. The bus driver was determined 1o impress us with his
reckless driving on the narrow, winding roads—he succeeded. The chair-
lift was quite an experience—we were lifted mnqtulg'y and silently into
space across gardens, allotments, und sieep slopes, and the view from the
top was breathtaking, But all too soon we had to go back to the boat and
head for the hotel. Meanwhile, we had been collecting money, by various
ingenious methods, 1 buy the teachers some champagne on the even-
?. Bul when we went to buy it, we found that we badn’t enough money.
¢ made a rapid collection w make up the difference and went back 1o
the bar, m}!y tos fined that the champagne had run out! Still, our intentions
were good
The journey home was not as exhausting as the outward one, Sleeping
on the truin was easier, because there werd some emply compartments
alang the corridor. into which we could overflow. The Channel crossing
Wﬂn quiet and in no time at all we were in the coach on the way 1o
Swi . with only the memory of the ten busiest and most enjovable
dhays of our lives,
Elizabeth Gardner, Sir,

VISIT TO THE PROMS.

On Tuesday 12th Se ber two full coach loads left school for London
on the annual Proms Trip. We reached London sarly and had an hour 1o
ourselves before the performance started. Fortunately the weather was
idenl and most people went into Hyde Park to eat their tea,
Mmmn. which was completely orthodox, included Schubert’s

ini Sy%mny. Muzart's Clarinet Concerto and Becthoven's Sym-
phony No, 3 niture of the programme wus such that those with a
‘cultured” taste, as well us those of us who had Bittle or no knowledge of
music, were able 1o thoroughly enjoy it

The coach journey home s uhr-tuf a feature of any school trip and this
evening proved no exception. The journey passed uickly, some
people even being “lulled™ to shephmthe back mmm. In short,
everyone thoroughly enjoyed the w evening and 1 urge even more
peopke 1o go the next outing. It is well worth it!

5. Sargeant, fa2,
THEATRE TRIPS

During the vear, parties from the school hiave visited the following:

'I‘hmgmn! ?mm of Setsuan (Oxford Schools” Day—S5th and 6th),
The Playboy of the Western World (Chelienham—o6th)y;, Macbeth (Swin-
don—4th and Sthy: The Tempest (Oxford Schools” Duy—Sth and 6th):
1066 and All That (Cheltenham—6th). Othello (Film—Newbury and
Chelienham- - 6th); Romeo and Juliet (Stratford —4thy; Hambet (Film—
Swindon—5th); Julivs Caesir (Film—Swindon—Sthy; A Midsummer
Night's Dream (Cheltenham—S5thy, Two Gentlemen of Verona (Bristol —
th); Little Mulcolm (Oxford 6th).
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. SCHOOLS DAY AT THE OXFORD PLAYHOUSE

On March 29th a party from Headlands atiended & Schools’” Day at the
Oxford Playhouse. In the morning the director s ke 10 us ubout the rike
ﬂ“ﬁhﬁﬂﬂry?;nﬂwm m ration of various
ﬁglmnﬁmdmaq' ues & mock-rebeirsal which was the centre
o ull this work— The Good Woman of Setsuan Fgﬁhr, German dramutist
and roétﬂr.ﬂnltBrﬁhL

Alter a lunch break there was a complete performance of the play—
which was centred round the theme of poverty in Ching, The descent on
10 the stage of three “gods™ on a somewhat dubious throne caused some
amusement in the sudience—but the performance was thoroughly en-
joyed by all and the whole day was a complete success.

Valerie Hacker, 643,

Editorial Note. Oxford Playhouse Schools' Days useally Jollow this
patrern. This notice has been included 10 give an idva what 1o expeer—
and, we truxt, enjoy.

GEOGRAPHY FIELD COURSE

The a:rnu_ril Field Ct:‘limf mhsw&r.ﬁ. ictqunh the form L'hl']ﬁn invasion of
Whitby by 35 yvoung a een Swi un raphers;, The maraudi
band was led by Messrs. Judson, Woosnam, Waters, Macdonald mﬁ
Spbey, und Mrs. Woosnam, The purpose of the visit was o cxamine the
Eh;yuca] and human 1y of the North Y orkshire Moors while tour-

the area by Shanks’s Pony. '

After an exhausting day in the field we, the weury and footsore band of
geopraphers were o to write up our day's observations. Thus the
wsual quiet of the hotel was nﬂdrdiwm each evening when everyone
settled down to decipher the day’s field

The long jourmey to Whithy was broken at York for 3 hours. The
ancient walled city was 1o be attacked yet again. We disembarked from
the coach just below the City Walls, and proceeded 1o enter the city via
Skeldergate % Within half an hour the city had been com
overrun by Swindonians, und we could settle down o carry out our sur-
vey, unearthing much local Inﬂnlzﬂlnd geography. The assault party

parted to keave York to its own devices, and 10 prepare for our retum
visit on the way home eight duys later. .

It 1s difficult to name one particular highlight of the week: there were
1n & peat bog. o the micighi Txotl] miakeh, e S Lo Cf el e?
na peat tio the midnight fo match, } ing the
m:h&gm County Durham, and Mr. Water's solo fushion show, (o name but
a few. Everyone must have his or her own favourite.

The day’s exploits were varied 1o say the least, One day a group would
find themselves out of the coach in some spot where no humun foot had
trodden for centuries. The master in charge would explain the day's work,
then set off, leaving us either to follow him inlo the unknown or 10 remiin
stranded in terra incognita. We followed. On another day & group would
be let loose 1o conduct a survey of Whitby with instructions to question
the locals (inhabitants) about the various activities and facilities of Whit-
by. Some were abviously only too anxious o help (retired fishermen in a
state of semi-active employment as unofficiul question —answerers! ) bat
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others would make few utterances save unseemly things about school-
children. Nonetheless everyone succeeded in glesning some information
about the town and all-in-all a fairly com ive survey was compiled
yﬂmmmbn-r example of the hard work and diligence of present day young
students.

However all good things must come to an end, and so did we afler our
week in Whithy, We farewell to the town which had somehow en-
dured us. Obviously it did us a lot of good: | wonder what they thought?

J. Flanagan, 6a2,

SWANAGE FIELD COURSE

I thought | knew whal to expect from & geogruphy field course, but at
ISwmg:'un: week-end last October I found that | had more 1o learn than

To start with, it rained. We didn't just wet, we were soaked: not
Just once, bul three times in one day. Mr. Glover was the only one real
prepared for a deluge. He wore bright orange boots and thick bl
plustic trousers, coat and rain hat, and as was remarked at the time,
resembled a penguin,

Then again there was Mr, Judson, We are all used to Mr, Waters and
his hammer, but this was Mr, Judson's first Headlands fiekl course,
Whether he was trying 1o create an impression of boundless energy or,
heuven forbid, he's ulways that energetic, at the end of the first afternoon,
he almost had a muting on his hands—if we hadn’t been too tired 10
protest.

Why also did four boys end up in the girls hotel, and two girls end up
in the bovs hotel—while Mrs. Glover, who went to look after the girls,
sturied off in a housefull of boys?

As | say, | have a lot to learn about feld courses. We did do some
geography incidentally, but I was too confused to take it in,

5TH YEAR FIELD COURSE IN DERBYSHIRE

Omn the moming of Wednesday, 20nh March, 23 IVih form boys with
Mr. McDonald and Mr, Waiers left Headlands School at .15 a.m. Their
destination was Derbyshire for o 6 day stay at Learn Hall Youth Hostel
which was 2 miles from the nearest shop.

We settled down that night with a cold harsh and wet wind whistling
around the woodworm-eaten oak beams of our dormitory, This did not,
however dampen our eager spirits. The dawn broke “clear™ through haze,
snow, hail and sleet. An indication of the forthcoming weather. We break-
fasted on hearty porridge, bacon and eggs. Anvone want seconds? “First
there, first served™.

We then set off, clad in boots and sweaters, anything in ﬁnium us
warm und dry. This we did every morning in any kind of weather, ers
urging us on and “mucking in" with us. When we arrived home every
evening wel, cold and tired out, we would have kicked ourselves, (if we
had the energy) for actually paying for this!

During our field trips we took notes withour the usual half-hearted
effort as al school but with good spirit and a cheerful atmosphere with
which we wrote our notes up in the evening, sometimes 3—4 hours work.
Onir work concerned studying the local area in every aspect, such as
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Creology, Housing. Power and General Knowledge. One day we paid a
visit 1o the immense Steel, Peech and Tozer steel works in Sheffield. This
15 3 miles long and § mile wide and is very modern and impressive,
e were divided into pairs and given a certain topic for each pair. We
took 'ﬁmph:us‘und drew ficld sketches and sections. We then copied these
up in the
miﬁ.l I must mgtﬂrn rﬁ:fwj! matmciwadunnunxmllmund
us very much like adults in every situation (trudging our way u
and down hills, marshes etc.) and during our written work . e
The atmosphere was very pleasant all the time and we were all sorry
to leave and come back 10 & comparatively dull home area.

1. Parsons, 5§1/nl,

DESTINY

T he frost sparkles on their withered harks,
fri the shadow of an endless dawn.
Yourng and Fresh,
e and D :
They stood once callowus and ver mysierions
They stand now weak with age,
Age which passes time,
Age which conguers,
Age which destroys,
Once strong and sturdy,
A heart lived in that putrefied plan,
A heart full of fantasy,
A heart fearlesy,
A heart alive,
The heart (s cold—dead —buried
Beneath the rot of centuries
Tortured remains yeartered carelessly
They stand withered and defeated. o

“THE POMP AND CIRCUMSTANCE
OF GLORIOUS WAR”—Othello.
While death’s ice-cold and awiul claw
Caresses earth from hill 1o yhore
Like soumme oiitragecus hand,
The aircraft glinting swiftly soar
Ver frightened heads with sereaming roar.
he napaim's searing brand
Falls, toppling, from the steel bomb-door
Incinerating all before
lis unrepeming wand
Of flume, Men so grotesguely tore
T'heir entrails, bones and flesh laid raw,
They still don't undersiand
The cause which they are fighting for.
Marx, god of sirife, counts up his score
Of vouung lives barely sparned.,
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THE CINEMA

Slowly the quene lergthens.
We tiirn 10 see abowt thirty people behind s
About fifty in front.
Men stamp their jeer, blow on their hands.
Wives bear like sheep 1o their blue-nosed husbarels
Evervone shivers, complaing and shivers again,
At last the doors open and we stream in.
Crradually smoke fills the air, from cigars,
From pipes and cigarettes,
T he noise increases, and one beging to feel il
The revolting smell of mothballs, perfume, smoke,
With afrer-shave and cinema st ffiness
Intermingling and making one senseless.
Finally the lights go down.
A hashs fally on the wulience with the :
Tension of anticipated excitement of the film.
Pretry soon the audience relaves, and,
As usual, the toffee papers commence rustling,
A sulden hiss ix heard, followed
By an indignant shriek ,
As an orange (s peeled,
Several people fruitlessiy iry to open crisp bags,
Without mumch success,
Then, those who persevere and have enough courage,
Proceed 1o munch them, nodsily,
A creak is heard, a shaft of light appears,
Another ereak, followed by several grunty and groans,
Swaop places and mumble apologies.
Again all goes quier, :
gw a sudden disturbance ills the air,

ire '}
Nao, omly sentimentalisty searching frartically

for handkerchiefs.

Juse paart of going to the cinema,

HAVE YOU SEEN HIM ?

James was a sickly boy, he wis born ill, two months premuture, a hole
in his heart, nobody new why he lived, He lived, a little baby and a weedy
boy, but somewhere in him was something that kept him alive, and a
jinx. At six months he swallowed an open safety he was a vear old
when he fell down the stairs and broke un arm, for the first ime.

Tt was not that his parents did not care, they tried to protect him, but
in vain, Despite their efforts he caught measles and chickenpox and all
other possible discascs, and injured himself ﬂﬂil}g the most innocent
things. When he was five he was at school for thiny four days: in his
second year he was at school for forty nine days between which he virtu-
ally severed a finger with a hand-uxe and caught innumerable colds and
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minor ailments. Despite this bad start he proved an intelligent boy and in
the next ftﬂﬁl‘l managed to be at school more duys than he was absent,
but he never di or P.T.

He was never victimised by other children: they just never noticed
whether he was there or not. At nine he caught vellow jaundice which
lelt his sunken cheeks and eyes with a vellow hue which lasted the rest of
his life. As he grew older his cheeks filled out a hittle and this
receded into the depths of his eves. At twelve he was in his kst vear of
Junior School, he began 1o join in with the games of his friends, and his
teachers hoped he would be well for the exams.

It was a hard winter, bleak snow fickds with ducks and swans lvi
dead in frozen ponds, James had a chill. developed pneumonia and 5:3
with them. His parents wept, but for them it was more the end of & night-
mare than the loss of a son: they just wanted to forget him, And that is
nearly the whole story, except that if you are interested go inlo one of the
biology lubs, you will find him in the corner, held together with wire, a
number stumped on his skull.

T

SCHOOL EVENTS

SPEECH AND MUSIC FESTIVAL
April 1st, 1968

Adjudicator: Mr. M. H. Anderton.
(Nottingham College of Education)

The original marks for entries in the Festival showed much in Barbury's
fb::;u[:; with Avebury this year's new entrants lagging quite a distance

The programme was well organised with the sudience seeing mostly
the competitors and events with which they were concerned. Certain items
were of a very high standard, such as the Folk Song. which involved such
u difficult decision that every competitor was awarded full marks and one
verse speaking item which was awarded 11077,

Every item was carried through to its finale and although the standard
wits not always of the highest, the audience gained the same enjovment
from cach item. Some of the less accomplished items caused the audience
even ;i,r:utzf enjoyment! ,

Barbury gradually lost their big lead as Sil pulled up and Mr.
Anderton rounded off an entertaining day by dec the contest a draw
between these two houses.

C. Blowen. a2,
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THE CRUCIBLE

a play by Arihur Miller
3ith November—2nd December, 1967
CAST
BETTY PARRIS JULIE COOMBES
REV. SAMUEL PARRIS DEREK HARRIS
riryBA PATRICIA FRY
ABIG AL WILLIAMS PATRICIA PLUNKETT
SUSANNA WALCOT LIZA GOUGH
Mrs. ANN PUTNAM KAREN PINNEGAR
THOMAS PUTNAM STEPHEN MAXFIELD
MERCY LEWIS MARGARET GOODMAN
MARY WARREN ANTOINETTE MOBEY
JOHN PROCTOR RAYMOND HARDING
REBECCA NURSE GERALDA CAROLAN
ILES COREY PAUL BAILEY
Rev. JORN HALE ROBERT WHITE
ELIZABETH PRIXTOR LYNETTE BEALE
FRANCIS NURSE MICHAEL MURPHY
FLEKIEL CHEEVER TERENCE LONGHURST
JOHN WILLARD WYNFORD REES
JIDGE HATHORNE RONALD BRANSCOMBE
Act ] Scene 1. A bedroom in Rev. Samuel Parns’ house Salem, Muass, in
spring 1692,

Scene 1. The common room of Proctor’s house, eight davs Fater.
Act HE Scene |, Five weeks later. A wood,
Seene 2, The Salem Meeting House, two weeks later,
Scene 3. A cell in Salem jail. three months later.

STAGE MANAGER Mr. (5. Freeman
Asst. STAGE MANAGER Mr. R. Sobey
LIGHTING Andrew Collier, Keith Maddison
STAGE CREW Roger Curtis,. Ravmond Dicker, Brian Chaney,
Colin Lawrence, Jeffery Wells, Nigel Wills,

Graham Hoyvland

MAKE-LP Miss B. Wildman, Mrs. J. Threader, Mr. B. Caws.,
Mr. (. Hawkes

WARDROBE Mrs, 1. Charleshy, Mrs, C. Glover, Miss §. Crease
PROPERTIES Mr. R. Hicks. Meryl Embling
SOUND EFECTS Edmund Stow
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PROMPFTER Susan Sargeant

CONTINUITY Judith Woodward
BUSINESS MANAGER Mr. P. T. Greed
PRODUCER Mr. T. . Richards
Furnishings by Blackwells’ Nurseries

Costumes by Star Costumes Studios

Relreshments by Headlands School P.T. AL

THE CRUCIBLE was first produced in 1953 and was prompted by
the McCarthy inspired hysteria against ‘Communist infiltration’ which
wus then sweeping the United States. The play has & direct bearing on
this situation but its application is far wider thun this. An intensely dru-
miatic, sombre play, containing few moments of refief, “The Crocible’ is
essentially the cternal struggle of the individual against mass-movements
—aull the “isms™ which threaten to enslave mind and body. Although
based upon a dreadful episode in American history, the play is not con-
cerned primarily with the problem of witchcraft, nor is it an attack upon
the church. It presents, in the most forceful dramatic terms, a problem for
humanity which, in these days of “culturu] revolutions” und “bruin wash-
ing’, has an appalling relevance. It is this which the producer and his cast

hope 1o present 10 you tonight,

BWC,
THE CRUCIBLE
The Dramatic Sociel pmdm:uun of *The Crucible' proved the value
this smbitious choice. is o tense, powerful, adult drama requiring
intelligent acting and n:xau'nﬂ:u]}r ction 1o be successful. It certainly

d:nlxrelud a“hdi of the actors bu! it ltiut.; offered li;:;:inc:mhuf mm
# challenge taking part in a recently worthw Y. in thas ue-
tion there was never any need 1o apologise for school-boy or school-girl

acti
'“ﬁe Crucible’ unll} increases in lension as m
accusations of witcheraft spread, the hysteria grows in until :Iuwly
the play focusses on John Proctor. In this character is dramatised the
situation of the individual threatened by the authority of the state. He can

a false confession and sive his life or stand by his beliefs and die.

wanting to live Proctor cannol hrmghnm:eﬂm:teny his name
and his very being by signing,

The only real weakness of the production was a tendency to take the
first act o fast that the exposition was not clear (though pant of the
blame for this mu:lhr:wiﬂtt]ﬂmﬂm Arthur Miller), The court scene
mhﬂﬂnngﬂd fwuﬁadmﬂut“ﬁﬁlﬁw#ﬂn;m
a dais at the of the Th:nmdmll meant the area directly
in front of the judges could be used as well as the sides. The visual im-

the care taken over positioning added mﬂmﬁm 1 of the words.
ﬂncdtwwﬂlmtnmmm‘clhﬂmshpmnm pmdnm
most stage arguments sound unrealistic because angry people do not

o ¥
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stund guietly awuiting their turn to . rather than try to shout the
mﬂkadznrﬁuiitu:n;iﬁh:cm ible’.

aymond Hard ayed a strong. sympathetic Proctor and Lynetie
Beale, an exceflent Elizabeth Proctor, did F:w:h 1o produce the mmfﬂ but
unsentimental climax, Derek Harris br out well the perplexity of the
Rev. Parris who became caught up in a he could not control
while Robert White gave an admirable l;u:ﬂnhmanm us the troubled Rev,
Hale, u?inﬁndﬁpemdy Lo save John Proctor. The complicated motives
of Ah_llﬁl instigator of the troubles, were well illustrated by Pat Plun-
kett. obstinite old Giles Corey was plaved by Paul Bailey with a
fine gruff surliness and Geradda Carolan’s portruyal of Rebecca Nurse
was very effective in its restraint. Both incidentally demonstrated the
importance of make-up in creating an illusion of age.

ever with a phgu, lurge number of people worked behind the scenes,

more in fact than the actual cast. The efficiency of the stuge crew was
striking and the lighting was excellent. Altogether this was an outstanding
production and by any standards a powerful dramatic experience,

G.CH.

The Musical activity of the school has continued on at least as high a
kevel as previously. The orchestra has met weekly, and the great im
ment in the orchestral standard muncuflhnmuuplmﬁngmmﬁ
the mﬂn;lt school concert, A wiﬂh:r runge of hutTml d;m: are hel:lt
regularly—the in num range of bruss and woodwi
Inslruments in Ihﬂmm‘nhﬂm show the fruit of these lessons,

The choir and girls choir have continued to meet regularly, Despite a
full in numbers due to the absence of enthusiastic first, second and third
veirs, the resulting greater maturity of the ps has showed itselfl in
more -mnpl'd'ra& performances, and a hjgﬂ)ru degree of musicianship
from the members.

The music festival waus notable for the number of professing non musi-
ciuns who entered *‘just 1o gain 2 point’'; this is surely what the festival
i ull about. The recorder group has advanced considerably over the pust
vear, but one of the most Fﬂmﬁﬁmﬂ“ in the school has been
the success of the “do-it-you musi¢ of the poetry and folk-song

Iﬂ L]

mlyﬂﬁ;hu been a most satisfactory year at the school, and the
increusing number of not really musical who want to make music
instead of merely listening 1o it augurs well for the future,

Christopher Hill. 74
53
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ANNUAL CONCERT

Friday, 3rd May, 1968
PROGRAMME

1. CHOIR

Marching along Norman Gilbert
2. ORGAN

Prelude and Fugue on the nume BACH Liszt
3. ITEMS FROM FESTIVAL
4. ORCHESTRA

Furandole Biret
5. GIRLS CHOIR :

Silent Noon (3 part) Vaughan Williams

Summer is icumen in (6 part) 13th Century
6 FLUTE

Slow movement from Flute Concerto Mozart

Mr. (. Freeman

7. CHOIR

Te Deum Stanford
& CHOIR

Linden Lee Vaughan Williums
9. RECORDERS

Bourrée from the Firework Music Handel

Folk Song

Air from the Water Music Handel

Conductor—Mervl Embling

10. GIRLS' CHOIR

Jonah-man Jazz Michael Hurd
11. ITEMS FROM FESTIVAL
12. VAL SOLOS

Ave Mari Bach-Gounogd

Sing Jo 'i{!!ird
13, CHOIR

Now on land and sea

Montague Phillips

Handel

Accompanists: Linda Harishom, Christopher Hill,
and the School Orchestra,

THE SCHOM. CONCERT :
The School Concert was held this year on May 3rd, somewhat earlier

©Wiltshire OPC Project/2013/Nigel Chalk

than in the previous years to avoid losing half of our performers to the
Europeans, to take part in trips and exchange visits arranged around

After the Headmuster had opened the performance with a few remarks,
which despile his fears that these would be ‘ill-chosen’ served rhnu‘;aur
pose perfectly, the programme hepn wilh un enthusiastic rendering o
School Choir of "Marching Along’—one of Mr. Gilberl’s own compos-
itions. During the evening, the Choir also sang Stanford’s “Te L'ﬁ:um
‘Linden Lee” and joined with the orchestra in a performance of “Now on
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banl andd sea’. Apart from various accompaniments, the School Orchestra
ph_lggr'f *. and there was also an item by the woodwind section.
were vanous solo items during the -mmmT all of which main-
wined an extremely high standard of performance. Lisa Gough sang two
vocal solos, Mr., Gilbert played an mﬁn work by Liszt and Mr. Freeman
Eyﬂ i flute solo, From the recent Music and Verse Epuklx\? Festival,
iice Butler and Jane Harmer sang a duet, Chnstopher Hill playe
plang solo by Khachaturian—even hilg,hl ng his performance with one
o two onginal touches—Funice Butler sang & folk song, and, playing on
his piano accordian, Michael Murphy added a coatinental touch to the

mme.

a-: must ulso thank the recorder group—or rather all members of the
ﬁrnup whi could equip themselves with a complete recorder—who, con-

ucted by Mervl Embling plaved three short pieces.

The Girl's Choir sang a very beautiful work by Vaughan Williams,
Silent Noon'”, and joined by a group of boys sang a six-part round from
the thirleenth century, They also provided the most popular item on the

ogs mme, the ‘losah-Man Jazz', a recent composition by Michael

L113 :

Preparation of a School Concert is a very demanding task, and thanks
are certainly due to all those who helped with it. Such an effort as it
requires is, however, well rewarded by the pleasure it gives to both
sudience and performers alike. We do appreciate particularly the work of
Linda Hartshorn and Christopher Hill us our accompanists, and last, but
most of all, we must thank Mr, Gilbert for the vast amount of work he
does. for it is mainly due to him that the concert turned out 1o be the great

success it did.
Muriel McKibbin, 6a2l.

THE EMPTY HOUSE

John Travers pa al the rusty pate. He looked up the gravelled drive
for the fine old se standing sifently in ity lonely cul-de-sac. He could
just hear the faint noise of traffic nearby. The ivy, once the pride and joy
of some long-dead gardener, had run wild and the whole garden was a
wilderness, There were traces of flower-beds, long-overgrown, but these
were the only signs of the effect man had imposed on Nature, He pished
open the stiff gate and crunched his solitary way down the gravel drive.
Sovn he arrived at the pak door which yielded easily to Ms touch, The
HTrwfrEm'H well-oiled for they made no sound.

5 soon as he ste irtor the hallway Travers sensed a tremendous
atmosphere about the place. As he stood there he almost expected a
hutler to come and take hiy coar and har. While he walked through the
echoing, uncarpeted hallway he viswalised the grandeur that this howuse
had seen. He could almost hear the rustling of women's dresses ay they
descended the imposing staircase before him.

He began 1o climb the stairs which creaked in protest, leaving his foot-
prints in the dusi. There was a gallery which circled above the hall, and
he walked slowly round this, feeling that ar sonte time a young man like
himuself had stood on thar very spot looking down ar the guesty arriving
for a ball, He could see the visitcors talking and laughing, As he wemt back
diwn the stairs he kicked a stick which some children had left tving there,
and i went rattling down to the botiom, the noise echoing and re-echoing

33
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through the vast house. He walked through the house opening dovrs,
looking it room after room always expeciing (o see a furnished sitting-
room with a fypical viﬂﬂrh.fmm'f;’m. He went inte one rocm which
had obviowsly been the nursery and he could sense the laughter of ehild-
ren and their frequent screams of excitement as their games becarne more
frenzied, Violces seemed to surround him, and snatchs of conversation
all growing louder and louder. The atmosphere became heavy and seemed
ter press down on him. Voices ran through his brain, he ran back through
the hall, and dammed the door shut behind him, The noise echoed and
re-echoed through the empiy howse, then all was still and quiet, As
Travers crunched his sofitary way back down the drive he realized wihy
no-one wanted to buy this lovely house. The ghosts of the past had it 1o
themselves. He shut the rusty pare behind him and walked away, glad 1o

be heading for the reassuring bustle of the busy city.

1.8,

UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE. 1967
Arun Bedi . ; London : Imperial College
Terence A, Coello London : King's College
Colin ), Davies Oixford | Exeter College
Michael 1. Day . Sheffield University
Christopher A. ] Dent Liverpool Llniversty
Brian Farmilo Eondon ; Imperind College
Eric 1. Frankis ... Cambridge: Downing College
Derek ©. Hiett : Cambridge : Downing College
Peter S, H. Graham Kent Liniversity
Robert ). Jones .. o Southampton University
David A, Kavanagh Swansea Lnaversity
Christopher N, Millard . Cardifl University
Doved Norpan Cambridge ; Fitzwilliam
Michael O'Neill Salford University
Raymond Plunkeit Birmingham University
Bryan ). Pready Birmingham University
Colin Simpkins Reading University
Charles Slatter London : Queen Mary
John R. Smith : Buth University
Richard ¥, Sedith ... London School of Economes
Alan P. Titchener ... Carddl University
Martin 1. Talbot | Liverpool Linmversity
Steven Webbh London : Imperial
Michael I, Williams Swansen Liniversity
Pouglas 1. Ponling London School of Ecomomics ( 1968)
Edmund R, Siaw Cambridge : Downing College | 1968)
Maran L. Allen Sussex University
Andren 1. Chick . Muanchester University
Krystyna Chodurek Leicester niversity
Jeavette Downes Warwick University
Judith M. Farrell ... Swansca University
Susan Cull Birmingham University
Tean Dy Kennett Bangor Universily
Janet E. Latham Lomden ;- Lniversity College
Eilesnn M, New . Sussex University
{Christine A, Range London | University College
Baphne M. Waring Essex Universiy
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COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, 1967

Muloolm R, Leonard ; o 5t Luke's, Exeter

Pameln E. Evams ... ... .. Hattersea

Torea A Ford ... ... .. Borough Road
Christine L. Harris L L West Midlands

Irborah G. Huckle Duoncnsitor

Muire A. OShea ... ... .. Kesteven

Yvonne A, Pearce .. Southlands

Harbara ). Richmond 51, Mary's, Chelienham
Saron M. Simpson i Homerton

lennifer Sturmey . | Il Rarnabiey

Murgaret Walker Bulmershe

awn Wabb \ Philippa Faweetl

Kay P Willams .. Divmestic Science College, Leicester

GRADUATE COURSES (CNALA). 1967

Muirtin . Evans .. City of London

John G Chillard 5 City of London

OLD STUDENTS

We regret that, despite two separate requests, we have received litthe
news from the O.H.A. and are therefore forced to go to press without any
contributions and very little news from the Association,

FORMER PUPILS
Cadet P. Read (left 1967) wrote from Charleston, U S A, on the retum
wrney of a round trip to Australia and New Zealand via the Cape and
g-umn anal, He is a Cadet Officer in the New Zealand Shipping
f‘manur
Jennifer Beveridge has been awarded the Gold Medal for her year, as
4 student nurse at Plymouth General Hospital.

MEMBERSHIPF OF O.H.A,

Hl:mhulhlp is nvmhhl: m all former pupils of Headlands Grammar
School, Euchd Street Secondary School, and the College Seconduary
S:h:wl.ﬁlmln stafl and fnrmmmﬂufllﬁ: schools, Rates are as
under:

School Leavers (1st ;w:ur of lmwn.!j and Students [m numpl of full-time

education) . FRIEEENT R B
ﬂrﬂimr}'mmhun Sl et S et E |
Jomtﬂrﬂmwmmbm[ﬂusmm&mm TP L. £ 2%
m{mhﬂmmimtmhyanurdmary mcmh:r} eatiny 3
e UL N R R e G e A R e S - U T )
Joint Life Membership ........ Ly MG 5. 34

Thl:r: are reduced rulr.':s fm- hfe mnmbnrﬁlp al’tcr seven years of

membership,

should be made o D. J. Bunce, 6 Manor Crescenl, Stan-
!‘mt-ln—tlr Vale, Furingdon, Berks. Telephone—Stanford-in-the-Vale
20,
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CROSSWORD

No clues are given for numbers 13, 220 29 and 34 which form a well-
known (1) phrase, in this order.
Dictionanes and atlases may be used, but slide-rules are not permitted

Answer all the clues.

Time:—24 hours,

Clues Across

L
K.

o
1

3

15,

[

[%,

4.

2%

p

30
n

17

a3,

©Wiltshire OPC Project/2013/Nigel Chalk

Town having & breses o 120,
Rocky Substance forming reefs
Lingonichous,

A sound heand at Hampden Park,

mrd Longlest

A painter or & Musician,

One pace Torward (animals
hackwards.)

Diried grass

The Duke of Marlborough's
Palace

What Killed Cleopaira
Execute, drat it!

Uncerisinty, but do chenge it,
It's in the chiliren’s playground,
obsErve, present and past.
Fruit of the Rlackthorn doesn’y
sound vary gquick

Daddy’s Boy.

A big faciory, nol animal of
mineral
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Clues Down
|

-
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Tor lower over & Wy ing
machine

French husband (o wed by the
s ol at,

it maght be a crumser, but nod
i linar

Like | 1A, and classes withour
teachers

Chalk particles (ound in
imdeistry 7

River ereature, at an 'igher
lemperature,

Hing, a Lancashire town

A park officer who plavs for
Crlmsgow ?

Pl price [or a series of fesis
Dy corrections— “and me™ 15
Wmng.

Elucidate,

A bone in your leg; thot's o Twe
Fovr m skt

A composition for §ix people.
Riope with o nisose, of girl with
naone,

A spy who dowssn't look like s
lady

A Tight gas.
Phe Capital of Norway is in
Crechoslovakia



. v m:l Lmiarmpmﬂdwﬂin shorthand . mdtwinmﬂndwlwlﬁtmw
_ﬁm:awhmmmm

i wﬁmm-m————mgj
mm"m1 BAHK m I

Mﬂ-ﬁdmmﬂ

©Wiltshire OPC Project/2013/Nigel Chalk Updated July 2014 by Teresa Lewis



CAREERS IN ENGINEERING

P

it
Engineering
interests you

this Company offers positions
in the following grades.—

TECHNIGAL AND CRAFT
APPRENTICESHIPS

GLERICAL TRAINING

TRAINING FOR MAGHINE
OPERATING & ENGINE ERECTION

A modern factory, using the latest production
techniques, producing, for world wide markets,
Lister Air Cooled Diesel Engines for Marine and
Industrial purposes. Located in rural surroundings
spproximately 3 miles from Swindon. Works buses
from Walcot, Penhill, and Moredon via. Regent
Circus and Oid Town and from Mariborough via.
Chiseldon.

For information write or call at;-

, MARINE MOUNTINGS LIMITED
| Swindon Road, North Wroughton, Wiltshire
Telephone : Wroughton 421

* A MAWKER SIDELEY COMPANY

i)
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KINCH & LACK LTD.
School & Sports Wear Specialists

Tha School outfitters have pleasure in advising you that we
are now stocking:

Slim Rared Skirt with shaped waist belt in heavy Twill
waave, Terylene/Wool.

Waisr 24 26~
STYLE 80. Length 20-22 20-22
54/6d, 57/6d.

Slim Look Gored Skirt in heavy weight Twill weave,
Terylene/Wool Worsted, half lined, adjustable waist, zip
et, and zip plackat fastening.

Waisr 297 28"
STYLE 892. Length 20-22 20-22
56/- 59/-

Slim Look Gored Skirt in abrist Rayon/Nylon with
I adjustabla waist band, large placket pocket.

Waist 24° .
STYLE 991. Length 20-22 20-22
36/6d. 38/6d.

All qualities availeble in Navy, Grey, Green and Brown.

White Nylon Shirt Blouses.

Size 30-32 34-36 s
18/6d. 18/11d. /-
Past Orders to:—
| 15, ARTILLERY ROW,

VICTORIA STREET,
LONDON, SW.1.
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