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THE STAVERTON HISTORY TRAIL

The History Trail starts at the SCHOOL (1) which was built in
1880 on land conveyed to the Church by a Mr, S. Keddle. It was
designed to hold 100 children., The earlier schocl was estab-
lished in 1850 in a house belonging to The Kenne & fLvon Canal
Co, and was situated on the East bank of the canzi near the
present Wharf Cottage. Approximately 50 children atiended in
those days and the school was staffed by a temporzry mistress
and two pupil teachers, The 'new' school of 188C taught
pupils, of all ages, up to 1931 when the older chllu‘e; were
sent to senior school in Trowbridge.

Numbers of children attending varied through the years from

60 in 1899 to only 30 in 1938. The school was neariy closed
in the 1930's due to the low numbers but expanded during World
War 2 when evaciees were sent to the district. During this .
time the Reading Rooms across the road (now modernised) were
used for temporary classrooms.

From the school, walk South down School Lane, past the moultry
farm and follow the footpath across the fields to Ladydown.

On your right, as you approach the canal, is the RAILWAY (2)
built in 1848 as part of the GWR scheme for the West, The
original line, in broad gauge, connected Thingley June ulon,
Chippenham and Westbury, BRADFCRD JUNCTION (3) did nnt connact
to Bradford Station until 9 years later due to reasons unknoun
but probably lack of funds,
The north curve of the junc-
tion was completed in 1895
and the present signalbox,
built in 1933, replaced three
boxes - one on each corner of
the junction.

Walk to the canal and about
100 yards to your right

the AQUADUCT (4) which
carries -the canal over the
River Biss, ~ Further on 18
the River Avon Aquaduct, ¥
Both carry the classic
Rennie style,

Turn N.E. and follow the
canal towpath back towards
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the village., The CANAL (5)
was built in 1801 under a
scheme proposed by The

Kennet & Avon Canal Co. and
with John Rennie as the Chief |,

Engineer, .

. Proceed along the towpath and
you will come to PARSONS
BRIDGE (6) which connected
the lands of Smallbrook with
the Wyke Estate, Wyke House b ¢
‘(re-built in 1625 and again ol % 3
in 1865) was situated on the 'ﬁ/ c//\‘z’ =,
South Side of the new housing & 7% {Q ,(?'/{/Z(‘% T R
: j }, ot & A -\

development at Tudor Drive, ;«@\7 N ‘2 Q7 ;‘\ﬁ

Copied from the previous RIS IR S I SN

house in the Jacobean style

it was demolished in 1972, TEE JIADUCT OVER TR PSS
Tt » corners of the bridge arch still bears the grooves worn by
towropes from the o0ld horse towing days,

Just past the bridge on the other side of the canal is a .
*TURNING BAY' (7) where coal barges were turned round because
they were too long to turn at the wharves.

Midway between Parsons Bridge and the Road Bridge you will see
the remains of a wooden SWINGBRIDGE (8) the stone abutments
only remaining, : =

Each side of the Road Bridge on the Hilperton side of the Canzl
are the remains of the CANAL WHARVES (9) which were a hive of
activity in the early 1800's. Coal, from the Somerset Coal-
fields, was the main cargo in those days - it was offloaded at
the Wharves and distributed to mills etc. around the district.
The Wharves were still in use at the turn of the century al-
though the canal trade had badly declined by this time. The

. coalhorses of A.H, &. S. Bird were stabled here until after the
Second World War and lorries, which replaced the horses, up
into the early 1960's. The building on the Bridge was used for
stabling and a feed store for horses and many of the original
Wharf buildings can still be seen on the other side of the
roadbridge,

Leave the Canal and cross the road heading West and into the
village. You will pass the fine o0ld houses of Elmfield and
Smallbrook Farm on your left, The old VICARAGE (10) comes
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next. It was built in the

mid 19th century and sold in
1971 after the amalgamation.
of the local Churches,

Continue walking to the
railway bridge passing the
STAVERTON CLUB (founded in"
1920) (11) on your right
and the School on your left,
STAVERTON HALT (12) situated
North side of the bridge,
was built in 1905 and re-
mained in use until 1966
when due to the decline of .
the railway it was closed and
demolished, Nestle factoxry
siding, laid in 1935, was

THE ROADBRIDGE AND WHARF taken out about the same -time,
Walk on 'down through the village passing the Old Bear public
house and Staverton Farm, Just past the farmhouse on the right
is the METHODIST CHAPEL (13) built in 1824 and declared at that
time to be able to seat 100, ' ' ot i
Cross the road at the top of the hill and walk to the Church
gates in front of you. To the left of the gates stand some of
the original weaver's cottages (now modernised) and across the
road, on the bank above the factory, stood another terrace of
weavers cottages, These were demolished in 1966, Enter the
Churchyard and walk the path to ST PAULS CHURCH (14). The
present Church, rebuilt and enlarged in 1826 stands on the site
of an earlier Chapel first mentioned in 1535. The Church plate
is Elizabethan (1577) and the Church records date back to 1685.
The building in Ashlar with a Welsh slate roof has a stained,
glass East window erected in 1887 by.the Hargreaves family
(owners of the mill) in memory of their eldest daughter Mary,
The Churchyard was enlarged in 1906 and the cross, presented by
Mr, & Mrs. Donald Rogers in 1926, honours one of the village war
dead, The Church bell is said to have come from the mill bell-
tower, ' The registers contain references to the well known
local poet/rector George Crabbe and the burial of John
Bythesea of Wick House.

As you leave the Churchyard,the Nestle Factory buildings Spread
out before you at the bottom of the hill, )
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The first mention of the | = : & 3
MILL (15) on the river is in | &r
the Doomsday Survey com- | i
missioned by William The
Conquerer in 1086, The
Staverton mill and fishexry
is again mentioned in the -
13th, 14th and 15th cen-. .
turies, Fulling mills were
purchased by a Christopher
Aleyn in 1556 and the mille
wére leased to various
people - Stevyns of Holt v :
and the Houlton family - in r;’:’~
the 16th, 17th and early =
18th centlu.'les. .

There are record.s of a . ' s Aty
ST, § CHURCH
{31, in 1718 ead & - ST, PAULS CHURC

gg%ét i1l five years later , A new mill was built by John
Jones in 1800 and the installation cof modern machinery led to
the shearmen's riots of 1802, An account of the riots de- °
scribes a mob of shearmen massing cn the high bank above +the.
mill and firing shots at the buildings. They were dispersed
on the arrival of _ocal Dragoons cal 1«6 cat by the mill owner,
Coopers took cver “ae mill in 1813 and by 1824, when it was
mysteriously burnt down, it was stated as employing 1500
people, Re-built the following yezr it continued <o prosper
until 1847. The new mill was quite an imposing building,
the main block being six storey's high crowned by & pheonix
rising from the flames, This building was xeduced tc two
storey's in the 1930's, The first power looms were in- ’
stalled in 1839, :

The mill stood empty from 1647 wntil 1864 when it was again
started up as a cloth factory. James Hargreaves %ook it
over in 1872 and ran it successi: u.\y antil the dacline of the
cloth industry in 1891, 4 number of un--succezssful. ventures
were carried out in the mill until Ii{ was purchased by The
Anglo-Swiss Milk Company (now Nesiles} in 1897 ard converted
into a milk condensery,

The first tins of sweetened condensed milk rolled off the
production line in 1898 and in 1902 the first unsweetened
condensed was produced, Expansion continued and in 1914
the present chimney was erected by the Cerman firm of

3 el (I
L AT KT




Alphonse Custodes. A new process block was added in 1935
with stainless steel vacuum pans anc‘i avtomatic filling and
packing machines, Major expausion tock place in 1967 when
a2 new million pound culinary products nlant wes milt behind
the existing factory. T?’.-H; plant k;,m. wwes heked. beans,
spaghetti products and Scup uoder 'r,.’f::- (xosse & Packwell name.
Production in the milk factory has now s ung Lo yoghourt and
desserts,

The RIVER BRIDGE (16) first AentJ.cmeo in 1540, ends the
history traile Before the #irst bridze was bwilt the river
was crossed by a paved foxrd. presents stractive dates
from the late 18th century,

N.B: The space available in fhn
a very brief outline of tae wil 1a.a~’
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THE MILL AS IT LOOKED IN THE MIDOLE OF THE Jaoo'e
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