
A Typical Example of a Victorian Dog License

Fined For Not Having Dog License

County Petty Sessions          Thomas Harding, farmer, Odstock, was summoned for having committed a similar 
offence on the 10th April.  Mr Nodder, who represented the defendant, said this was also a case of neglect.  It 
appeared that when the officer called upon Mr Harding on the day named, the defendant had taken out none of his 
licenses.  The officer reminded him of the neglect, and two days afterwards he took out a license for one dog and for 
a carriage.  When the officer called upon him the defendant was using an old dog which belonged to his father, and 
which it was intended to destroy.  The reason why defendant had the dog was that he was pulling down a couple of 
ricks, and he borrowed the dog of his father, for the purpose of catching rats.  Unfortunately, the father had not at that
time taken out a license, but he did so a few days afterwards.  He could not of course, deny that an offence had been
committed, but the revenue had not in any way suffered through it.  The Bench said they thought defendant was in a 
position to know fully the requirements of the law, and they consequently fined him £1 and costs – total, £1 8s.
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