
 Robert George Legg 
1897-1937

Parents & Siblings:

Robert Henry Legg 1864 - 1950
Mary Mines 1860 - 1940
Margaret Annie Patterson Legg 1891 - 1992
Dorothy Mary Legg 1893 - 1927
Winifred Alice Legg 1895 - 1956
Robert George Legg 1897 - 1937
Richard Stanley John Legg 1899 - 1992

Robert George Legg Timeline:

Year Event Age Place County
1897 Birth Melksham House, Garden Cottage Wiltshire
1901 Census 4 Melksham House, Garden Cottage Wiltshire
1911 Census 14 Melksham House, Garden Cottage Wiltshire
1937 Death 1916-2007 Index 39 Trowbridge Wiltshire

  

Robert George Legg Best Man to Brother Richard Stanley John & Bride Joyce 
Emilie Coombe 1929

Robert  George  Legg is  is  on  the  right,  his  younger  brother  (my  grandfather),  his
younger  brother Richard Stanley John Legg is wearing his uniform.  Also in the
picture,  back  row their  sisters  Dorothy  Mary  Legg,  Margaret  Annie  Patterson
Legg  and  front  row, John (Jack) Henry George Coombe (brother-in-law) and Mother
- Mary Legg.

Family Memories:
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George was into classical music & enjoyed listening to Bach.  He played the organ, infact according to my grandfather
he was self taught and later had lessons from the organist at St. Michael’s Church.  In a tape recording made by 
family talking to my Grandfather, George deputised as the St. Michaels’s organist, but then went freelance and 
covered for holiday periods etc. Also played organ at Seend, whilst the regular organist Mr. White (headmaster of St. 
Peter’s School, Devizes), was on holiday. He deputised at many other places including Broughton Gifford.  His sister 
Dorothy Mary was the organist at Semington Church.  Infact a very musical family, his brother Richard sang in St. 
Michael’s Choir for many years and their father Robert Henry was a tenor in a choir in Surrey and a bellringer for over 
70 years.  My Uncle Timothy Richard Legg and my Mother Christine Dorothy both played the piano, this musical talent
passed me over, but my sister Julie sang well.  Tim remembered a foot operated organ at Melksham House.  

My grandfather also spoke about George having a car – a 2 seater open topped sports car, with possibly a dickie seat 
at the back, a cover was pulled over when it rained.  At that time, not many people in Melksham had a car, the two 
brothers frequently went out in the car – The Duke at Brattan was their favourite place to go, my grandfather recalled 
in later years he went back to visit the The Duke, but too expensive.  George was not mechanically minded.

After leaving school, George worked as a clerk at C.W. Maggs & Co., Rope Factory in Melksham, my grandfather said
that George became the company secretary.  According to his military service records he remained doing clerical 
duties, at home based locations, at one time possibly at Finsbury Park.

C.W. Maggs & Co. Spa Road, Melksham
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BRITISH ARMY WW1 SERVICE RECORDS, 1914-1920

Robert George Legg, born 1897, age at Enlistment was 18 years & 8 months.

Residence: The Gardens, Melksham House, Melksham, Wiltshire.

Document Year: 1915

Regimental Number: 5133

Regiment Name: Durham Light Infantry 2/8th Battalion

Occupation then: Clerk at C.W. Maggs & Co (Rope Factory), Spa Road Melksham.

The Durham Light Infantry

The Regiment was formed in 1758 when the 2nd Battalion of the 23rd Regiment of 
Fusiliers was redesignated as the 68th Regiment of Foot. Its first engagement was 
raiding the French coast during the Seven Years War (1756-1763) to aid Britain’s 
ally Frederick the Great of Prussia. During 1764-1806 the Regiment was stationed 
4 times in the West Indies, earning it the motto ‘Faithful’ for the St. Vincent 
Campaign during The Second Carib War (1795 - 1797). The greatest killer during 
this time was Yellow Fever, in one year over 700 men died.

A former officer of the Regiment, James Hackman, gained notoriety in 1779. He 
was hanged for murdering Martha Ray; the Opera singer and mistress of John 
Montague, 4th Earl of Sandwich, in a jealous rage after she spurned his affections. 

In 1808 the 68th converted to Light Infantry, training with the 85th at Ashford, Kent under the tutelage of the master of 
light infantry training, Lt. Col. Franz Von Rothenburg. Light Infantry provide a skirmishing screen ahead of the main 
body of infantry in order to delay the enemy advance.

The Regiment moved to Spain and served during The Peninsula War (1808-1814) fighting at The Battle of 
Salamanca, The Battle of Vittoria, The Battle of Pyrenees and then Battle of Orthez. The Regiment was not engaged 
in any major actions for the next 40 years, primarily on garrison duties around the globe until it served during the 
Crimean War (1853-56).

In 1881 the 68th was amalgamated with the 106th Regiment of Foot (Bombay Light Infantry), which was formed in 
1839 by the Honourable East India Company and served during the Indian Rebellion of 1857, to form The Durham 
Light Infantry. The newly formed Regiment went on to serve in India, Ireland, South Africa (1899- 1902) and the 
Middle East but took no part in the Boer War and then went on to serve during two World Wars. 

In 1968, The Durham Light Infantry was amalgamated with the Somerset and Cornwall Light Infantry, the King's Own 
Yorkshire Light Infantry, and the King's Shropshire Light Infantry to form The Light Infantry Brigade. In 2007 another 
round of amalgamations meant the Light Infantry was merged with The Devonshire and Dorset Light Infantry, The 
Royal Gloucestershire, Berkshire and Wiltshire Light Infantry and The Royal Green Jackets to form The Rifles.

2/8th Battalion
Formed at Durham in October 1914 as a second line unit. Record same as 2/6th Bn.
29 November 1916: moved to Basingstoke.
December 1917: disbanded in England.

2/6th Battalion
Formed at Ravensworth Park (Gateshead) 26 September as a second line unit. Moved to Leam Camp (Heworth) & 
placed under orders of 190th Brigade in 63rd (2nd Northumbrian) Division.  Moved to Doncaster, in November 1915.
July 1916: Division broken up. 190th Brigade moved to Catterick.
29 November 1916: moved to Andover, going on in March 1917 to Colchester and then Frinton in September.
1 May 191 : landed at Calais as a Garrison Guard Battalion and under orders of 177th Brigade in 59th (2nd North 
Midland) Division.  The "Garrison Guard" title was dropped on 16 July.
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Robert George Legg - Army Service Records.
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