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Maria Newman – 1870 

MANNINGFORD ABBOTS 

SUFFOCATION OF AN AGED WOMAN.  An inquest was held by Mr. Sylvester, coroner, on the body of Maria 

Newman, aged 60.  The deceased lived alone, and on Sunday morning, as she did not make her appearance as 

usual, a neighbour got into the house through the window, and found her lying dead on her face upon a heap of 

straw.  She was subject to epileptic fits, and it is supposed she had had an attack, and falling upon the straw, 

was suffocated.  Verdict, “Accidental death.” 

Salisbury and Winchester Journal – Saturday, 2 April 1870 
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