Ablington Hamlet and House

Ablington is a hamlet of linked to Figheldean by a road link built in the mid-1800s. The hamlet was
quite a bustling village during the 14th century but by 1841 there were just 137 inhabitants recorded in
the census. The cluster of buildings was known as Alboldintone in the Domesday Book.
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Hundred: Amesbury County: Wiltshire Total population: 4 households (very small).
Total tax assessed: 3 geld units (medium). Taxable units: Taxable value 3 geld units.

Value: Value to lord in 1086 £4. Households: 4 other population. Ploughland: 2 ploughlands
(land for). Other resources: 2.5 lord's lands. Meadow 35 acres. Pasture 3 * 1 furlongs.

Lord in 1066: Harding son of Alnoth. Lord in 1086: Earl Aubrey of Coucy. Tenant-in-chief in
1086: Earl Aubrey of Coucy.

The hamlet is home to several 16th century timber framed cottages with thatched roofs many of
which were rebuilt in the 17th and 18th centuries. Some of the 17th century cottages are built in a
L shape.

Ablington Cottage featured bears the date of 1665 carved in the door lintel. It is now a grade Il
listed building.

«— Ablington Cottage built 1665 copyright © Di Sturgess

Gunville cottage is a 17th century rendered and
thatched cottage possibly built on the site of an old
mill.

Ablington Farmhouse was built in the 18th century of
chalk cob and has a thatched roof. It was extended
N sometime during the 19th century and sits to the
K2 : ~ south of the hamlet..

Ablington House became unoccupied and was so badly damaged by vandalism that the building was
consequently demolished. It sat to the north of the settlement.

In between these two properties sat another house built in 1631.

A terrace of six houses found on the back lane to the north of the hamlet were built in the 1920s. The
Crescent a little further to the north was built in the 1930s and a further eight properties were built
during the 1940s. These were semi-detached. During the 1930s and 1940s new farm buildings were
also erected around the hamlet.

A farmstead was erected on the lower slopes of the downs east of Ablington in the later 20th century.
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In 1879 much of the hamlet under the name of Ablington House Estate was put up for auction as can
be seen from the images of the auction catalogue below dated 21st July.
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A notice in the Devizes and Wiltshire Gazette dated 19th June 1890 shows that once again the
“Estate” was put up for auction. The notice reads:-

Farms don’t attract purchasers - especially arable farms. Last Week the Ablington House
Estate at Figheldean, was put up to auction and bought in; and the same result followed the
offer of “Addeston Manor Farm,” Maddington on Tuesday Last. In the former case it is said
that the second mortgagee has arranged to pay off the claims of the first mortgagee and is

prepared to sell the estate at a very moderate figure.

Details of the auction can be seen in the images of the auction catalogue below.
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