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WWI Casualty 

 
Private 17/564, Alexander Coverdale Short, Codford St. Mary 

 

Surname 
Given 
Names 

Rank Number Regiment Attachment 
Date of Death Age  

at  
Death 

Year Date 

Short 
Alexander 
Coverdale 

Private 17/564 
Northumberland 
Fusiliers 

17th Battalion 
(N.E.R. 
Pioneers) 

1915 25-Oct 23 

 

Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Father Mother Baptised 

Year Date Surname Given Names Maiden Name 
Given 
Names 

Year Date Place 

1891 01-Nov 
Nafferton, East 
Riding, 
Yorkshire. 

Short Benjamin Raines Emily 1891 13-Dec 
Nafferton, 
East Riding, 
Yorkshire 

 

Census Information 

Year Surname Given Names Status Age Occupation Place of Birth 
Relationship 

to Head 

1901 Short Benjamin Married 44 Builder Cottingham, Head 
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Yorkshire 

Short Emily Married 37  
Nafferton, 
Yorkshire 

Wife 

Short William Single 18 Bricklayer 
Nafferton, 
Yorkshire 

Son 

Short George Edward Single 16 Bricklayer 
Nafferton, 
Yorkshire 

Son 

Short Mary Alice Single 14  
Nafferton, 
Yorkshire 

Daughter 

Short 
Francis 
Coverdale 

Single 11  
Nafferton, 
Yorkshire 

Son 

Short 
Alexander 
Coverdale 

Single 9  
Nafferton 
Yorkshire 

Son 

Short Annie Single 8  
Nafferton, 
Yorkshire 

Daughter 

Short Edith Margaret Single 5  
Nafferton, 
Yorkshire 

Daughter 

Short Elsie May Single 4  
Nafferton, 
Yorkshire 

Daughter 

Short Rosamond Single 3  
Nafferton, 
Yorkshire 

Daughter 

1911 

Jefferson William Married 49 Auctioneers Clerk 
Nafferton 
Yorkshire 

Head 

Jefferson Emily Married 47  
Nafferton, 
Yorkshire 

Wife 

Jefferson Alfred Single 15 Errand Boy in Paper Mill 
Driffield, 
Yorkshire 

Son 

Short Alexander Single 19 Bricklayers Apprentice 
Nafferton, 
Yorkshire. 

Stepson 

Short Edith Single 15 Tailors Apprentice 
Nafferton, 
Yorkshire 

Stepdaughter 

Short  Elsie May Single 14 Just Left School 
Nafferton, 
Yorkshire 

Stepdaughter 

Short Rosamond Single 13 School 
Nafferton, 
Yorkshire 

Stepdaughter 

Short Violet Kathleen Single 9 School Nafferton, Stepdaughter 
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Yorkshire 

Short Harry Single 1  
Nafferton, 
Yorkshire 

Grandson 

Short Thirza Married 27  
Huyton Quarry, 
Lancashire 

Visitor 

Short John Lyon Single 1  
Nafferton, 
Yorkshire 

Visitor 

Ramsey Herbert Single 32 Railway Porter 
Hassle Cliffe, 
Yorkshire 

Boarder 

Ward Ernest Single 29 Railway Porter 
Driffield, 
Yorkshire 

Boarder 

 

Military Service Record 

Enlistment Details 

Year Date Place 
Age  

Trade Religion 
 Years Months Days 

  York    Porter with the North Eastern Railway at Hull  

Physical Description 

Height 
Complexion Eye Colour Hair Colour Distinguishing Marks 

 Feet Inches 

      

 

Next of Kin 

Surname 
Given 
Names 

Status Relationship Abode 

     

 

Details of Death 

Date of Death Cause of 
Death 

Theatre of War Ships Name 
War Gratuity Paid 

Year Date Year Date £ s. d. Recipient 

1915 25-Oct  UK Training Camp        

 

Grave Location 

Cemetery Plot Number 

St. Mary Churchyard, Codford 
Near South East Corner of 
Churchyard 
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War Memorials and Commemorations 

Memorial Name and Location Panel Number 

North Eastern Railway War Memorial, York  

A Street Shrine for the Alexandra, Sutton and Wawne Street Districts was erected at Norwood Street. (Probably since 
demolished).  A mention of the raising of the shrine is reported in the Hull Daily Mail on 23rd October 1916.  Private A 
Short (R. F.) is reported as killed in the Roll of Honour printed further down the page. 

 

 

Other Significant Information 

His father died in 1908 

His mother remarried in 1909 to William Jefferson 

Alexander married on 2nd August 1915 to Dora Harrison at Sculcoates Parish Church, Yorkshire; Both were recorded as resident of 33 Hopwood Street, 
Sculcoates.  He was recorded as age 23, bachelor and a soldier;  Dora was a spinster. 

 

Image Courtesy of the National Railway Museum, York                                                                                     Section of  The North Eastern Railway Memorial at York 
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Pencil drawing of the N E R Memorial in York designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens 
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Above and Right are images of the 

headstone in St. Mary Churchyard, 

Codford St. Mary.  Top image is by Jim 

Parsons and to the right is an image by 

David Milborrow 

 

 

 

 

Page from the N E R Roll of Honour Book ay The National Railway Museum, York 
Showing the entry for A. C. Short 
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York – North Eastern Railway Memorial showing the name of Alexander Coverdale Short (Image by Paul Whitton, Wiltshire OPC Project) 


