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Postcards From Codford   

to  Australia 

- 1916 

Sent by 

Pte Michael Joseph Barritt  

Australian Imperial Force 

Service Number 2126 

57
th

 Infantry Battalion 

 

 

 

Special thank you to  

Michael J Barritt 

Great Nephew of  Pte M. J. Barritt 
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Codford 

14/10/16 

Dear Mum, 

I managed to get down the street today and got a better card for your birthday than the one I sent. I hope 

you are all well at home & that the harvest will turn out well. I am in splendid health & spirits & am getting 

on well. The weather is getting more wintry but we are very comfortable & have stoves in the huts & 

plenty of coal to make fires. I am going to get my photo taken and will send it along. I am beginning to 

think of Christmas & will have to send some cards. Fond love to all. Your affectionate son, Mick 
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Codford 

24/10/16 

To Father, Mother, Sisters & Brother wishing you all a full share in the joys of Christmas tide & a Bright, 

Happy & Prosperous New Year. 

From your loving son & brother, 

Mick 

P.S. Decent Christmas Cards are impossible to be obtained here 
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Codford 

25/10/16 

Dear Dad, 

Just a card hoping it finds you in the very best of health as it leaves me. The weather is getting wintry 

now but it is not too bad yet. I have not gone for the trip to London yet & am letting it go in the hope of 

getting a trip to Ireland. 

Fondest love & best wishes, 

From your affectionate son, Mick 

 



©Wiltshire OPC Project/ Cathy Sedgwick/2013 

 

 

 

 

Michael Joseph Barritt 

Michael Joseph Barritt was born in Tallygaroopna, Victoria in 1895.  

Michael Joseph Barritt was a 21 year old, single farmer from Numurkah, Victoria, Australia when he 

enlisted on 1
st
 March, 1916, with the 57

th
 Infantry Battalion, 4

th
 Reinforcements of the Australian Imperial 

Force. His service number was 2126. 

Pte Barritt embarked at Melbourne, Victoria on H.M.A.T. (A67) Orsova on 1
st
 August, 1916 & 

disembarked at Plymouth, England on 14
th
 September, 1916. 

Pte Barritt proceeded overseas for France on 5
th
 December, 1916 from Folkestone per SS Princess 

Victoria. He was marched in from England at Etaples, France on 6
th
 December, 1916 & was admitted to 

Hospital on 16
th
 December, 1916 with mumps. He was returned to active service on 15

th
 January, 1917. 

He was again admitted to Hospital in February, 1917 & was returned to England. Pte Barritt rejoined his 

Unit in France on 9
th
 July, 1917. He was admitted to Hospital again & returned back to England in 

October, 1917 with Trench Fever. Pte Barritt rejoined his Battalion in France on 21
st
 February, 1918. 

Pte Michael Joseph Barritt returned to Australia on 15
th
 June, 1919. He was entitled to the British War 

Medal & Victory Medal. 
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Service was conducted at Fawkner Memorial Park for  
Michael Joseph BARRITT Age: 77 on the 14-November-1972  

Service: Burial 
Location: New Lawn Area East Section A Compartment E Grave 63. 

 

 


