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Royal Navy Deserters in Australia 

 
The names below were published either in the Sydney Gazette, the NSW Government Gazette, the NSW, Victorian, South Australian, WA, Tasmanian or 
New Zealand Police Gazettes. The source for all  desertions prior to 6 March 1862 is the NSW Government Gazette unless otherwise stated. The source for 
desertions after 6 March 1862 is the NSW Police Gazette unless otherwise stated. 
 
 

Source Deserter Serving 
Aboard  
H. M. S. 

Rank or 
Roll 

Date of 
Birth Place of 

Birth 
Description Notes 

Year Date Surname 
Given 
Names 

Year Date 

1885 
09-
Dec 

Clifford Louis Opal 
Boy 1st 
Class 

1869  Blackland 
5' 4"; Brown hair; Brown 
eyes; Fresh Complexion 

Deserted on the 7th 
December 1885 at Sydney; 
Page 363 

1885 
16-
Dec 

Clifford Louis Opal 
Boy 1st 
Class 

1868  Blackland 
5' 4"; Brown hair; Fresh 
Complexion 

Deserted on the 7th 
December 1885 at Sydney; 
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